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What’s On in th

If you wish to know the times of regular mee

1 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm CS
Library

Interdenom. Communion Service
First Thursday of every month.
Local clergy take turns to conduct
the service. All welcome.
1.45-2.15pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

2 Friday

CS Country Market
Local fresh baking and produce, plus
a wide selection of hand crafted items.
Anne: 722970 Caroline: 07738359404
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

3 Saturday

Guide Dogs’ Volunteers Event
Interested in volunteering or
fundraising for Guide Dogs?
Come along to this event, or go
online: www.guidedogs.org.uk
2-4pm CS Parish Centre

Acton Scott Garden Club Summer Show
12.30am -12 noon to enter produce
Schedules/info from John Thomas Florist or
Barbara Halsey: 723270
2.30pm Acton Scott VH

4 Sunday

Ley Gardens Sunday Lunch Club
Two courses for £7.50
Details from Dawn: 722328
From 12.30pm Ley Gardens

Photo: Yvonne Beaumont
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n the Strettons in September

gular meetings of societies and groups, please see the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

5 Monday

Monday Swimming at Ludlow
Mayfair’s Ring & Ride takes a group to
Ludlow pool, for a 30-45 minute swim.
Cost is £4 return, plus the swim cost.
10.45am meet at Mayfair. Tel: 722077

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Meet every Monday afternoon
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from Dawn: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens

Reading Group
2-3pm CS Library

C.A.M.E.O.
Rev Geoff Garrett, Condover
2.30pm Parish Centre

Long Mynd Camera Club
Small, friendly club, meets fortnightly, from
September to April.
£3 admission Info: 01743 353485
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

Cash Bingo

8 Thursday

7.30pm, eyes down 8pm
Church Stretton & District Club

Stretton Traidcraft

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘The Lady in the Van’ Cert 12A
Tickets £4 adults, £2 students
7.30pm CS School. Tel: 724330

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Local & Family History Session

6 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm CS
Library

CS Marmaladies WI

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

Beginners DSLR Photography Classes
Digital SLR and Adobe Photoshop courses,
running concurrently
8 session courses, Sept 6-Nov 1, with
Richard Bishop and Angela Wilkinson
Details from Richard: 07710 416857
6-8.30pm CS School

Birdwatching Course
8 indoor meetings and 8 field trips
Booking: 724170 Details online:
www.introbirdcourse.wordpress.com
7.30pm The Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill
Valley

7 Wednesday

U3A Classical Music Talks
First Wednesday of the month, (Sept ‘til June).
Contact Barbara Hall: 724578
10.15am-12 noon Mayfair

Kate Slater: ‘Lace’
Visitors and new members welcome.
7.30pm CS & District Club

Stretton Choral Society
We invite you to join our friendly choir, as
we start our new season of rehearsals. All
voices welcome.
Enquiries: Pam Cole 723604
7.30-9.30pm URC

9 Friday

CS Country Market
Local fresh baking and produce, plus
a wide selection of hand crafted items.
Anne: 722970 Caroline: 07738359404
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am CS Library

Mayfair Course: Defibrillator Use
Everything you need to know about using a
defibrillator. Cost: £25
Book with Sophie: 722077
2-5pm Mayfair

10 Saturday

Shropshire Wildlife Trust
‘Explore the Stiperstones’ 3 hour walk
With Simon Cooter. £4 per person
9.30am Meet at The Bog Centre car park
Details from Wally Blake: 724040

Marches Independent Photography
We are an informal group, meeting monthly
to share ideas and learn from each other’s
work. Visitors welcome.
Info from 723301 or 01743 872430
Website: www.mipgroup.org.uk
10am-4pm Cardington VH

Methodist Church Prayer & Fellowship
All welcome for quiet reflection with tea/
coffee and fellowship in the hall.
10am-12 noon CS Methodist Church

Sit and Knit
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library

Stretton Climate Care
Electric Car Day
10am-4pm CS Co-op car park

12 Monday

Eaton-under-H & Hope Bowdler W I
Dorothy Nicolle: ‘Nursery Rhymes’
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Speaker Amy Johnson, Area Information and
Fund Raising Officer: ‘Marie Curie’.
2.30pm Mayfair

Cash Bingo
7.30pm, eyes down 8pm
Church Stretton & District Club

Continued on page 4

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgment.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
Stretton Focus
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What’s On continued
13 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Time to Listen. Booktime for adults
Relax and enjoy readings and poems spoken
aloud.
11-12noon. CS Library

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

Town Council Meeting
7pm SHI

CS Methodist Wives & Friends
Annual General Meeting, followed by light
refreshments and a quiz
7.30pm CS Methodist Church Hall

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group
Ian Butler: ‘Costa Rica’
Enquiries: Carol 07807 068304
7.30pm Culmington VH

14 Wednesday

Wenlock Edge Events – Archaeology
Introduction to the archaeology of Wenlock
Edge, with Janine Young.
£7 per person, booking essential.
wenlockedge@nationaltrust.org.uk
11am-2pm Meet at National Trust Much
Wenlock car park SO 613 996

Performing Arts Group for 11-18s
Aged 11-18 and interested in performing
arts? Come along to this new group - open
to all, no auditions.
4-6pm Wednesdays Parish Centre

Badminton for All
Playing/Coaching sessions
All abilities welcome. Sports wheelchairs/
racquets FOC
Information from Alan: 725588
7-8.30pm CS Leisure Centre

Cheese, Wine and Pâté
In aid of Easthope Church
Tickets £8 each (or £72 for 10)
Tickets from: 01746 785425 or
01746 785192 or 01746 785250
7pm Manor Farm, Easthope

4
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‘Synergy’ at Housmans

Methodist Church Coffee Concerts

Style: Mediterranean, flamenco and classic
favourites. Free entry
8pm Housmans, High St, CS

15 Thursday

CS Indoor Market

First in a series of coffee concerts featuring
local talented musicians. Refreshments Free
admission.
10.30am Methodist Church

Ticklerton Folk Dance

September market CANCELLED
Next one is 20 October (TBC)
Contact Sandy Pearse: 723806

Contact no: 722418
8pm til late. Ticklerton VH

Quiz Night with Ken Willis

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Tea, coffee, cakes, competitions
Quality ‘Bring and Buy’
All welcome. Enquiries: 723627
10.15-11.45am Little Stretton VH

Stretton Traidcraft

In aid of Animal Samaritans
(Dog Shop)£4 per player
7.30pm CS & District Club

19 Monday

Mayfair Course: Food Hygiene Level 2
10am-4pm £40, includes handouts,
certificate, lunch and refreshments
Book at Reception or call 722077

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

South Shropshire Inter Faith (SSIF)
Discussion: ‘Living with terrorism, its causes,
effects and its defeat’
12noon-1.30pm Pilgrim Centre,
Dale St, Craven Arms

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm CS
Library

16 Friday

CS Country Market
Local fresh baking and produce, plus
a wide selection of hand crafted items.
Anne: 722970 Caroline: 07738359404
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Pie and Pudding Evening
In aid of Cancer Research UK
With entertainer, Val Littlehales
Tickets: £15, from 722713 or 723773
7 for 7.30pm Plough Inn, Wistanstow

17 Saturday

20 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

Mothers’ Union Meeting
Communion, with enrolments
Rev Louise Magowan
2.30pm St Laurence’s Church

All Stretton Women’s Institute
John Hayden: ‘Astronomy’
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Cash Bingo
7.30pm, eyes down 8pm
Church Stretton & District Club

21 Wednesday

Upholstery Class

Men’s Breakfast
Graham Vince will share his story of faith.
Free admission. Cooked breakfast
7.30am Parish Centre

RSPB South Shropshire Local
Group
Wildlife Walk at Craven Arms
10am Discovery Centre (SO 435 825)
Leader: Trevor Halsey 01746 785348

Friendly class, running weekly until March
2017. More information from Liz: 771744 or
Betty: 722717
10am-3.30pm Ticklerton VH

UNA Open Evening
Issues linked to gender inequality. Led by Dr.
Isabel Carter.
Info: Noel Beattie noelbt8@talktalk.net
7pm Mayfair

September 2016
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What’s On continued
Long Mynd Camera Club

Sit and Knit

David Millward: ‘What, no Filters?’
Newcomers welcome. £3 admission
Information from: 01743 353485
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

22 Thursday

Cakes, home produce, raffle, orders for
Christmas cards. Entry is £1 each
10.30am-12 noon.
‘Alpenrose’, 17 Alison Road, CS

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm CS
Library

National Theatre Live:
‘The Threepenny Opera’
Darkly comic take on Brecht and Weill’s
musical. Tickets: £11
Enquiries: 722209
7pm CS School

23 Friday

26 Monday

CS Indoor Bowling Club
Sessions held from late September
until March. Vacancies for Members and
Reserves. Details from
Alan: 723999 or Tony: 723292
Monday afternoons SHI

P.A.C.T Meeting
2-3pm Mayfair

CS Support Group - Parkinson’s UK
Jill Wallbank – Easy Exercise
2.30pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Cash Bingo
7.30pm, eyes down 8pm
Church Stretton & District Club

27 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

CS Country Market
Local fresh baking and produce, plus
a wide selection of hand crafted items.
Anne: 722970 Caroline: 07738359404
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am CS Library

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Shakespeare in Love’
To celebrate Shakespeare’s anniversary.
Preceded by a Shakespeare-themed quiz,
with cake and local ale Tickets: £4
7pm All Stretton VH

Friday Night at the Horne
Autumn season starts with husband and
wife folk duo ‘Megson’
Tickets: £12 from Burway Books, John
Thomas florist or CS Council office.
Details from 720132.
7.30pm SHI

24 Saturday
’Flu Clinic

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

CS Gardening Club
Speaker Peter Carty:
’50 Years on the Long Mynd’
7 for 7.30pm SHI

28 Wednesday
U3A

Helen Bratt-Wyton: ‘William Morris and
Wightwick Manor (NT)’
2pm URC Hall

Cinema Club
Last Wednesday of each month
8pm Church Stretton & District Club

29 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm CS
Library

30 Friday

CS Country Market
Local fresh baking and produce, plus
a wide selection of hand crafted items.
Anne: 722970 Caroline: 07738359404
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

RNLI Quiz
Teams of four, £2 per person (includes
refreshments at half time)
Pre-quiz menu available 7-7.30pm
Info from Sharla: 01588 673219 or the
Plough Inn: 01588 673251
8.30pm Plough Inn, Wistanstow

1 Saturday

Arts Alive: ‘Mambo Jambo’
Music duo. Style: acoustic roots, world style
and original music.
Tickets: £10 from 723378 or
catelatchford@hotmail.co.uk
7.30pm All Stretton VH

4 Tuesday

SPPG Open Evening
Dr Digby Bennett: ‘Changes and Challenges
facing our Medical Practice’
Q&A session, plus AGM.
7pm SHI

Engaging Issues Talks
New series of talks begins with speaker Tony
Wilkinson: ‘Capitalism and Human Values’ All
welcome to attend.
7.30pm URC

Tree Group Open Meeting
Dr Ian Dormor: ‘Rectory Wood’
Paul Eade: ‘Brockhurst Woodland’
Members: free, visitors £2
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

‘Kate Custard’ at Housmans

For eligible patients
9am-midday CS Medical Centre
(Note: Also a clinic on 15/10/2016)
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Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of Mayfair
£4 per player; 7.30pm Mayfair

RNLI Coffee Morning

Stretton Focus

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library

Local singer. Style: Wide mix to
suit every taste. Free entry
8pm Housmans, High St, CS

September 2016
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Services ‘At Risk of Closure’ in Church Stretton

W

e have received a steady stream of responses to
the community survey and these are now being
analysed by an independent consultant. The
final analysis will be reported to the Town Council at their
meeting on 13th September and will assist in the forward
thinking on setting the local precept for 2017/18 and
beyond.
Several people from outside of the parish have expressed
regret that they were not able to participate in the community
survey, not being local council tax payers. The Town Council
has consulted surrounding Parish Councils, but they
concluded that a large increase in the local council tax would
be unacceptable to the majority of their householders. It is
open to individual householders to make representations to
their Parish Council and, if they wish, to pledge support for
upgrading the swimming pool. A form to do this is available
from the Town Council office or from the website at http://
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/consultations/services/pledgeyour-support-for-the-swimming-pool/. The Town Council
will continue to work collaboratively with surrounding
parishes wherever possible to preserve other services ‘at risk’ of
reductions in funding or closure.
In the meantime, Shropshire Council has given notice
of an invitation for Expressions of Interest in the Future
Delivery of Church Stretton Library Service in line with the
protocols adopted for the Community Right to Challenge.
Expressions may include the management of the existing
library building, or propose that the service is run elsewhere.
A formal consultation exercise on the new Shropshire
Council Facilities Strategy was also launched by Shropshire
Council (SC) at the end of July and can be viewed at
http://new.shropshire.gov.uk/get-involved/draft-sportsfacilities-strategy-2016-2037/. This consultation is open
until 30th September so it is important to make your views
known. Within the body of the report the future of Church
Stretton’s swimming pool is described in the following
terms:
“There will be a need to continue supporting the operation
of SpArC and Church Stretton for 12 months with a view
to removing ongoing financial support after this time (no
signed joint use agreements in place). On this basis, SC should
not make any more capital investment in the pools, which
are both in poor condition, small, and do not demonstrate
financial viability in terms of the relationship between use and
operational cost. If there is potential to encourage community
management of these small pools, this should be undertaken;
there are some other examples around the UK which function,
although financially there is always some risk. It is also critical
that any community organisation operating a swimming pool is
clear about the operational risks.”
In terms of the wider community use of the Leisure
Centre itself, Recommendation 5 of the Strategy states that
“Shropshire Council withdraws from all remaining joint use
arrangements as soon as is practicable but works with local
partners to secure future community access.”

6
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Shropshire Council’s original deadline for town and
parish councils to respond to the proposed closure of
services in their area has now been unexpectedly extended
by 12 months to September 2017.
Hedges Obstructing Pavements
Several residents have contacted us to complain about
hedges that obstruct the pathway. This is obviously a
problem to people on foot, particularly if they are visually
impaired or where the pathways are particularly narrow.
The powers in respect of enforcement where overgrown
hedges constitute an obstruction to pathways lie with
Shropshire Council. If you have concerns you can report
them to their Customer Services Centre on 0345 6789000.
There is a Freephone link to Customer Services in the Town
Council Office.
Russell’s Meadow Sports Pavilion
The final day of the old sports pavilion was recorded at
the end of July by Gay and Richard Walker from the cricket
club. The ground works for the new pavilion started at the
beginning of August in preparation for the arrival of the
modular units which will make up the new sports pavilion.
The sports clubs and the Town Council are busy with
additional fundraising efforts to meet the costs of additional
changes to the project required in terms of flood protection
measures, and changes to the internal layout of the changing
rooms required to meet Football Association standards.
The project is on schedule for completion towards the
end of September/beginning of October, and everyone is
looking forward to having fantastic new facilities for the
new season’s sporting activities.
Congratulations!
Congratulations to Ken
Wardle (the Town Warden
Jan Heaney’s father), on
winning the President’s Cup
at Stretton Bowls Club.
Ken is coming up to his
87th birthday which just
shows that you are never too
old to be a winner!

We would also like to add our congratulations to all the
hard working volunteers who are responsible for the Stretton
Focus Magazine, whose dedication was recognised by the
presentation of The Queens Award for Voluntary Service 2016.
Marian Giles, Town Clerk
Cllr Mike Walker, Mayor, Church Stretton Town Council

September 2016
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Letters
Local Services

(library, doctors, council, leisure etc.). Instead it was
decided it was too far out of town so double the
amount was spent on a rented building!
Just imagine what we could have had now by
our Strettonians’ response to Mayfair – think of
the savings that could have been made. Hindsight
is a wonderful thing! They say it is a ‘Community
Consultation’ so I put my opinions to the
community!
Lesley Forbes

Y

esterday I received a copy of the Community
Consultation on Services ‘At Risk’. I have been
a resident of Church Stretton for 44 years so I
feel that I have the credentials to have my say!
I am a huge supporter of the town and its
amenities and like my fellow residents do not
like to see our ‘special’ town change and lose its
identity. However, having said that it is a fact of life that
change it must – we must move with the times.
The library, in its beautiful building, is no more the
town hub it used to be due to media takeover by Kindles
etc. No longer do we need to find answers in books but
just press a few keys on the I-pad! Unfortunately this is
a fact and I cry for the demise of our books and libraries
along with a lot of other people. We can fight but the next
generations will just wonder why?! Our Stretton library will
stand a far better chance of survival if it is integrated.
With regard to the swimming pool – how can we
possibly justify this ridiculous amount of money? There are
far better swimming pools within a 20 minute drive both
north and south – indeed a new one in Shrewsbury is under
discussion. Surely this large amount of money could be far
better spent. Why does everything built for the community
have to cost so much more in any case? It is not just the
initial costs involved either – there will be a huge ongoing
cost for staffing, heating, chemicals, safety, etc.
I was one of the initial Trustees at Mayfair. The chance
was there to buy the old Denehurst Hotel, for a bargain price,
with its huge site for parking and all the facilities including
a swimming pool, bowling lane, etc. etc. I suggested buying
the building and moving all the town facilities onto one site

Dogs

P

lease can dog owners be reminded that they are
responsible for the behaviour of their dog. I regularly
walk and run around the Strettons and each time I
witness poor behaviour from a dog I am shocked.
Only this morning, Sunday, I was confronted by a black
lab that growled at me with his fur up, he appeared to be
ready to jump up at me and bite. I stopped running and put
my arm in front of me ready to protect my face. The lady
owner told me to just keep going in quite a curt manner!
Runners and walkers have the right to complete their
activity without fear of having a dog either appear aggressive
towards them or, worse, bite them. If a dog appears
aggressive then it is not under control and should at the very
least be on a lead. I hold the owners entirely responsible.
There are plenty of dog training classes. If an owner
is not prepared to put the time and effort in to train their
dog then they should not have a dog. We are lucky to live
in such a lovely area and have plenty of space to exercise –
please don’t continue to ruin it for others.
Janina Turner Baugh

Can You Help with Focus Computing?

T

he Focus production team has vacancies for several people who are confident with computers. It is envisaged that
one person would take responsibility for maintaining the revamped website and uploading material to it each
month. This involves working largely from home but liaising with the editors and production team.
Another person would help with the computer production of the magazine and its relationship with the website. This
work involves the layout of the pages ready for the printers with text and photographs already provided in a suitable format
by the editors. It is carried out in the Focus office for the equivalent of about two days each month.
This is an opportunity to work for a community venture in a friendly and cooperative atmosphere with other likeminded volunteers. All volunteers are able to contribute ideas and thoughts about the production and sale of Focus
generally through twice yearly team meetings. These also allow volunteers who don’t generally work together to get to know
each other.
Full training would be given. If you are interested or would like to learn more about any other possibilities for helping
with Focus, please contact Barrie Raynor on 723928 or email raynor@greengates.org.uk

Church Stretton Library Update
Residents may be aware that work has begun on the future delivery of Church Stretton Library. Shropshire Council is
currently asking for expressions of interest (commencing in September) from organisations that want to take on the role of
operating a library for the town. This process will follow the Community Right to Bid legislation under the Localism Act
2011. It is anticipated that this process will take at least a year to complete and there are unlikely to be any changes to the
existing Shropshire Council run library provision in this time.
For further information about the process please visit https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/doing-business-with-shropshirecouncil/community-right-to-bid/.
Lisa Bedford, Senior Community Enablement Officer, Shropshire Council

Stretton Focus
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Come for Sunday Lunch!
he Mayfair ‘Breakfast Ladies’ will be cooking
Sunday Lunch on Sunday 9th October, 12.30pm
for 1pm. The cost is £15.00 for a three course meal.
Meals are to be pre-ordered from Mayfair’s reception. Bring
your own wine.

T

Ring & Ride Group Travel
Are you a non-profit organisation that is struggling
with transport issues? Ring & Ride may be able to help.
We offer group membership at a cost of £20 per year. This
allows you to book one of our buses (subject to availability)
and a driver to take you on a trip. We charge £1.25 per
mile for this service. You may, if you wish, use your own
driver as long as they have completed the ‘MiDas’ training
which we can provide. Ring & Ride has four wheelchair
accessible buses with the largest having a maximum
capacity of 16 passengers (subject to change). We offer a
door-to-door service with very friendly and helpful drivers
who have all been ‘DBS’ checked (police checked). For
further information, please contact Debbie Stone, Ring &
Ride Coordinator on 01694 720012.
Gourmet Dining Evening
Huge thanks to everyone who came to our first
Gourmet Dining Evening, in July. We raised a staggering
£541.65 from the evening. It was a wonderful night, and a
great atmosphere throughout Mayfair. I’d also like to thank
all the volunteers and staff who helped at the event. We are
now planning the next one for November. Pop in to Mayfair
for more information! Sophie Eades, Centre Coordinator.
Mayfair work experience –Tash and Jemma
We have been doing many activities throughout our
time at Mayfair. We have helped in the Daycare playing
games, talking to the people and making lots of cups of
tea and coffee. They tell us lots of stories of their past,
like what it was like in the war or what it was like being
evacuated. The kitchen is a very busy place when it comes
to lunch time. We were busy washing up all the dirty plates
and drying them ready for the next day. The kitchen is a
great place to have a laugh as there are many funny and
nice people. We did a bit of waiting on tables and serving
cups of tea and coffee. Also we have been helping out at
reception and all round Mayfair. We greeted people with a
warm welcome as they walked through the door and helped
them if they needed it. We got involved in an extend
exercise class which is intended to increase energy level and
mental flexibility. It includes a range of different stretches
and movement to get you started for the day. We used hula
hoops which helped to extend our bodies. The classes are
great because it means you can socialize and have a great
time. After we have finished we felt refreshed and calm.
It was great fun for everyone and nice to have a chat with
some of the other people.
The crèche is a great place to go because it gives the
experience of working with children and this also gives you
an idea of what it is like to have a child. In the crèche you
look after the children from three months and upwards.
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You will have to make sure that the younger children don’t
hurt themselves. This was a great experience because you
see how much fun the children have in the crèche. This has
been a great experience for both of us and we have had a
great time here. We hope to come back and help out again
soon.

Health and Wellbeing Centre opening September
Our aim is to open the Health and Wellbeing Centre in
September! Although the builders handed the refurbished
building back to us in July they have been returning to
finish off the work and at the same time we have been
arranging furniture, signage and services such as telephones
and internet. Our fabulous team of 25 volunteers have now
joined in five training sessions covering everything from
confidentiality to signposting. They will meet and greet
people coming into the centre and help them find what they
are looking for.
We are talking to many organisations about services
that will operate in the building which will include: NHS
services such as audiology, physiotherapy, podiatry, Help
2 Quit; local care agencies Bluebird Care and New Dawn
Care; the Alzheimer’s Society will have a monthly drop in
to complement the support group based in Mayfair; People
2 People will have a fortnightly appointment and drop-in
session. We will also have internet access, computers for
public use and are planning refreshments that complement
Mayfair café, breakfast, snacks, juices and coffee.
Thanks to everyone for their support and commitment
which has brought our Health and Wellbeing Centre into
fruition. Sincere apologies for the error in last month’s Focus.
When I wrote the article I thought it was for the September
issue.
Nicola McPherson – Chief Officer Mayfair Centre
The ILP (Independent Living Partnership Ltd) Nail Care
Service is coming to Mayfair
If you are interested in making an appointment for
ILP Nail Care services, please add your name and a contact
number/email address to the list on Mayfair reception.
Once 10 people are on the list, ILP will contact you to
arrange an appointment at Mayfair.
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Stretton from Above

Bungee launching from Midland Gliding Club

to the public, from which you can enjoy fantastic views far
into Wales. We also encourage walkers, mountain-bikers
and other recreational hill users passing by to come in for
a bite to eat or drink, a chat with the friendly folk around
the club, and we are always more than happy to show you
round the gliders and the facilities to show you what it has
to offer.
You do not have to own a glider to enjoy the sport as
Midland Gliding Club runs a fleet of modern aircraft for
use by club members. For under £15 a week you can fly as
much as you want with no additional charges other than
launches at £10.50 a time (weather permitting).
Make 2016 the year you break free and learn to fly.
If you really fancy learning to fly – beware, it’s easy to
become hooked! – then we’re offering all new members a
range of free launches.
Given the right weather it is even possible to go ‘solo’
in a week or two, so if you want to learn the basics really
quickly, then why not enquire about our latest deals on
mid-week courses.
For full details visit midlandgliding.club or call
Reception on 01588
650206. We very much
look forward to meeting
you soon, and hope
to have the honour of
showing you how fabulous
the Strettons look from
above!
For further
information, contact
Sarah Platt at sarah@
allvirtuallydone.co.uk or
07754 070357.

Silent Flight; Green Aviation
ave you ever looked up from the Strettons and
spotted a glider
circling high
above you and wondered
who flies in these machines
and what it must be like to
be up there flying?
Have you ever driven
past the Midland Gliding
Club on the top of the
Long Mynd (see front
cover of Focus) and stopped
to watch the launching and
landings, but hesitated to
come through the gates for
a visit?
Have you ever
dreamed of flying free as
We fly both brand new and vintage gliders
a bird, soaring the skies over the
Shropshire hills, using only the energy from the sun and
winds to stay aloft for hours at a time, defying gravity to
travel hundreds of miles across the countryside as it slips
silently below?
Well now you can find out. Come along and meet the
people who partake of this sport every weekend (we even fly
seven days a week from March to October). Perhaps now is
the time to turn your dream into reality.
Did you know that gliding is one of the least expensive,
greenest and most fun ways of learning to fly, and is suitable
for all ages from 14 upwards, male or female. Midland
Gliding Club welcomes members from 12 years with no
upper age limit. Junior members can fly solo from the age
of 14 and get almost everything half price, so it is also a
fantastic start to a career in aviation.
It is a competitive sport as well as a recreational pastime,
with pilots from the club competing at junior, local,
regional, national and international levels around courses
not unlike sailing.
Training takes place all year round, in a variety of modern
The Midland Gliding Club also has a great café open
two-seat gliders
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A Quaker Voice

Queen’s Award Presented

If you don’t like the view from the
window, move the window.

t the Silvester Horne Institute on Thursday 28th July, Stretton
Focus received its Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service from the
Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire.
Sir Algernon Heber-Percy KCVO presented the splendid glass
award on behalf of Her Majesty to Focus Chairman Tom Beaumont.
The citation was read by Jane Palmer, Senior Democratic Services
Officer for Shropshire Council, and the delightful formality of the
Presentation Ceremony was balanced by the informality of the buffet
tea party that followed.
The event was attended by many Focus volunteers past and present,
local dignitaries, contributors, student journalists, families and friends.
We’d like to thank everyone involved, including our distributors and
readers, for their support: it’s because of all of you that our magazine
continues in such fine fettle.

W

hat Social Scientists call the ‘Overton
Window’ describes the range of
ideas that is politically or publicly
acceptable at any one time and it is largely
determined by how often we hear certain views
expressed.
One legacy of the more intemperate
utterances of mainstream politicians in the
Brexit debate is a dangerous shift in the
Overton Window. The result has been a marked
rise in the reports of hate-crime and racist
attacks.
Regular readers of this column will know
that Quakers are dedicated to the promotion of
peace and equality. Faced with world problems
it is easy to throw up our hands in despair. As
we observe countries retreating into an inwardlooking nationalistic fear we ask ourselves
“What can we do?”
To borrow the phrase much used by climate
change campaigners we need to ‘Think globally
and act locally.’ It seems to me that there might
be two things I can do.
Firstly I should heed the warning implied in
Pastor Niemöller’s poem: "First they came for
the Socialists, and I did not speak out—Because
I was not a Socialist..."
I must not stay silent, I must not walk
by on the other side of the road. If I see or
hear people giving voice to hate, racism or
discrimination I need to speak out or report it.
Secondly we can all help to move ‘Overton’s
Window’ back away from the position that
tolerates racism and xenophobia. We could
remind ourselves and others that The Czech
Republic gave us the joys of Dvorak’s music and
the beauty of Bohemian crystal glass. We should
remember that the Moors brought us the gift of
Arabic mathematics and the great tradition of
Arab philosophers, which continued right up to
the twentieth century with Kahlil Gibran. The
Greeks and Romans gave us architecture, great
literature and the origins of democracy. We got
our favourite national drinks of tea, coffee and
chocolate from India, Africa and Mexico. We
got fine silk from China and India. The dances
we dance came from Germany, Spain, Scotland,
Cuba, Argentina and America.
Our lives continue to be enriched by
varieties of food and culture drawn from all over
the world, and our universities thrive thanks to
the contributions of scientists from other lands.
We are truly fortunate to be part of such
a diverse world and the more we welcome and
appreciate the gifts brought by visitors to these
islands the more fortunate we shall be.
Charles West

12

52 Sept 2016 mag.indd 10

A

From left to right: Barrie Raynor, Focus Deputy Chairman; Sir Algernon
Heber-Percy KCVO; Tom Beaumont, Focus Chairman.
Photo: John Corfield

Where is it?
Know your local history
Answer on page 22

Trivia Corner No 154
by Ken Willis
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What is known as the universal solvent?
Who was the female member of the TV series team on Ground
Force?
Which famous piece of music is dedicated to the solar system?
Who starred in the film Who Framed Roger Rabbit?
In a game of snakes and ladders, how many ladders are there:
8, 9 or 10?
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The Tony Roach Creative Writing Awards 2016

ollowing an idea from Martin Roach, (one of our
(St. Lawrence C. of E. Primary School) parents) who
wanted to honour his own father who encouraged
him to write, the Tony Roach Creative Writing Awards were
presented in July to two pupils (one Infant, one Junior)
for two splendid pieces of work. The pieces of unaided
work were produced independently earlier in the year and
their teachers submitted them to the judging panel, which
consisted of Martin Roach (writer), Ros Ephraim (Burway
Books), Richard Shephard (Governor), Debbie West
(Governor). The two winning pieces are below – well done
to Matilda and Jacob.
Alan Brannen, Headteacher
Infant
The Tiny Seed
Autumn, Monday
Today the wind blew me from my mother flower.
I flew high in the air with my big brothers and sisters.
I felt a bit frightened to leave my mother but also excited to
start my new
adventure.
Autumn, Tuesday
I went to London. I saw some robbers stealing the Queen’s
best crown. I was
terrified but the wind was pushing me. I passed the castle.
Winter, Wednesday
I was dropping down but I had a smooth landing on a
smooth layer of snow. I was in a deep sleep but suddenly I
heard a rustle.
Spring, Thursday
I was covered with a gigantic weed but suddenly a guinea
pig ate it. Finally
I can grow.
Summer, Friday
Finally, I am a shoot and now I am a fabulous flower.
Junior
The Mountain Creature
Towering over its barren surroundings, the lifeless
monstrosity concealed its hidden treasures with its grey
rough cloak. Its withered face shrouded in a cold, cruel
blanket of snow. No trees stood upon that land, no flowers
danced in the breeze. It was forgotten, no one ever recalled
the rocky giant, crowned with a headdress of ice.
It only can be found by those who are truly lost. Those
who have travelled far from their cottage. Those who climb
it do not return. Death lingers in the mountain’s aura.
The tales of the peak are not on paper nor parchment, but
passed down by mouth, from each generation to the next.
None but few believed in such a thing, most thought it was
just a made-up fairy tales. However, those courageous and
crazy enough set out to find it.
Few living creatures can survive the cold-hearted
conditions but life, as some say, always finds a way. The tales
tell of diminutive goblins with verdant green skin. Others
tell of dragons and other fire breathing beasts with claws
sharper than swords and a bite stronger than the explosions
of active volcanoes. Some say it is inhabited by humans that
have learned to live in such conditions.
Although each story tells of a different animal, all are
true, even though only one creature makes its home there.
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The creature takes many forms, it is most commonly
known as a shape shifter. For centuries the devious animal
roamed its icy slopes. Yet even such things as that do not
last forever, and the shape shifter was killed. Slaughtered
by five strong Viking invaders from the North. The shape
shifter took the form of a Viking and greeted the invaders
will much welcome. The Vikings, who knew no manners,
were from the north and were wild and crazy. They drew
their swords and sliced off the monster’s head and it was
never seen again.
With no life and warmth to sustain it, the mountain
flew into rage. It unleashed storms upon all human kind,
exploded volcanoes and planted his cold cruel heart in
those who were good natured and kind. It planted greed
in those who were so selfless. It unlocked sicknesses from
their cages and sent waves to sweep the shores of all life.
It unleashed a level of cruelty that could never have been
imagined.
It was the beginning of the world we know today and
ever since then we have tried to clear up the mess created
by the mountain, but it will always be there. Hence the
reason why man fears to climb upon the dreaded mountain.

We have been in our new home for a year! And
would like to thank all of our loyal customers and the
Church Stretton Community for their ongoing support in
making it such a success!
If you would like to be part of our Team, we currently
have volunteering opportunities. For more information
and an application form please call us on 01694 328508,
or email info@scrappies.org.
Look out for our Halloween materials and craft items sale!

Upholstery Class
Do you have a chair that you would like to renovate?
Why not join our friendly class. No previous
experience necessary.
We meet on Wednesday at Ticklerton Village Hall.
Classes run weekly from September to March, 10am to
3.30pm, starting on 21st September.
For more information ring Liz Madeley on 01694
771744 or Betty Maynard on 01694 722717
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Methodist Voice

N

ot long ago, a friend asked me “Why do
you go to church.?” It made me think
and I asked myself the same question.
There are various reasons I came up with and, as far as I
am concerned, it is hard for me to live my life disconnected
from God. Having time in church re-centres me and opens
my heart and soul to worship, and having regular contact
with others who seek out God in their lives.
In a church family you give and receive relational
love not easily found elsewhere. Knowing that you have
forgiveness in Jesus Christ, you are better able to show love
to those around you. This makes for a better, more balanced
living.
God’s peace is one that ‘passes all understanding’. This
peace creates an anchor for me to deal with all the storms
of life. It has been my rod and staff over a few very difficult
years.
The ‘self ’ is composed of four elements: physical (body),
mental (mind), emotional (soul), and spiritual (spirit). God
calls me to love him with all of these. Actively taking care
of ourselves in all four areas brings a balanced life and a
healthier one too.
Look up a hymn by Katie Barklay Wilkinson, ‘May the
mind of Christ my Saviour live in me from day to day....’;
this hymn says everything for me. I think it is the only
hymn she ever wrote.
That’s my answer to the question to myself. There may
be more. I thought you would like me to share it with you.
Poppy

Coffee Concerts at
the Methodist Church

T

he Arts Festival series of Coffee Concerts were an
instant success when they were introduced ten years
ago, sometimes attracting audiences of nearly 200.
The format of a short concert followed by refreshments
obviously appeals! To build on this enthusiasm, there will
be more coffee concerts throughout the year, starting this
month.
The Methodist Church is the only church for miles
around with a ‘real’ piano, so it is an obvious place
to promote musical events. The next three concerts,
introduced by Richard Walker, will feature a variety of local
talent in a similar vein to the Festival Coffee Concerts. We
look forward to having your support, and hope to be able
to plan further concerts in the New Year. Posters advertising
the details of each event will appear around the town
shortly.
The Methodist Church will host three concerts at
10.30am on Saturdays 17th September, 15th October and
19th November. These will be followed by refreshments
in the church hall at 11.30am. Admission is free with
collections to support the work of the Methodist Church.
Trish Howard

Stretton Choral Society
If you would like to sing some great music, Stretton
Choral Society invites you to join them as they begin
their 2016/7 season on Thursday 8th September in the
United Reformed Church at 7.30 pm.
For their Christmas Concert, they will be singing the
Vivaldi Gloria and the Sunrise Mass by Ola Gjeilo,
together of course with seasonal carols to get the festivities
started.
In May they are planning to sing Mozart’s Requiem,
followed by Haydn’s Theresienmesse.
Music to suit all tastes – so please come along. We are a
happy, friendly choir who welcome all voices (especially
tenors) and we look forward to seeing you. Our rehearsal
times are 7.30-9.30pm every Thursday.
For more information please contact me on 01694
723604.
Pam Cole, Hon. Sec.
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Writing success for local boy, Alfie

wo budding young motoring writers have been
named winners of the 2016 Phil awards from the
Midland Group of Motoring Writers. The awards
are in memory of the late Phil Llewellin, an internationally
respected motoring writer and stalwart Midland Group
member. The two writers faced stiff competition for
the awards which, for the first time, were split into age
categories to encourage more younger entrants.
This year’s ‘Phil’ went to 17 year old Michael Lear
of Bidford-on-Avon, while the ‘Junior Phil’ was won by
13 year old Alfie Roach of Church Stretton, who attends
Church Stretton School. Alfie’s prize is a visit to MercedesBenz World at Brooklands, Surrey for a tutored drive with
lunch for himself and his parents.
His entry was an interesting interpretation of the
concept of a ‘journey’ with a car and chose to focus on the
restoration of an old VW Beetle. It was an impressive effort
for a 13-year old who clearly has a future as a writer. His
winning entry is printed below:
A Bond That Will Never Perish
I stood under the dreary Birmingham sky, my dad to
my side. Before us, an ordinary house and an ordinary drive
way. Everything was normal, well, almost everything. A few
paces away sat a charming Volkswagen Beetle.
The subtle panels and seamless edges told a tale of 44
years of experience, the charisma exuberating from the heart
of this dinky, German vehicle.
At the doorway of this humble abode was a warming
member of the VW community, a thoroughbred Beetle
fan whose good vibes ricocheted off his speech as he
enthusiastically informed us of his passion. Some 25
minutes later I was a proud member of the Volkswagen
community. I was the proud owner of a VW Beetle.
With no MOT, it was necessary to hire a trailer to bring
it back home. However, it was a runner and the engine
seemed to be relatively sound, surprising due to its age
and state of disrepair. The wiring loom appeared to have
no future, the tyres were flat and fibre-glass remnants were
patched in everywhere. But I didn’t care. How could I?
First day on the job, me and Dad started stripping
the interior, seats and all. I had always imagined that a
car of such an age would mostly be seized and have very
little play within the bolts, I was wrong! Placing my hands
on the 1980 Nissan Micra seats that were fitted (classy, I
know!) I braced for a big strain to pull them out: 3.2.1…
and … they just fell out in my hands! From that dodgy
seat onwards, we began to realise this project wouldn’t be as
straightforward as we initially thought …
Many hours and knuckle-scuffs later, the car’s ‘unique’
after-market interior (cow-skin fur and rust-paint) was out,
revealing a leaking battery stowed away beneath the rear
seat.
The next task was to disconnect the battery and scrap
the decaying wiring loom. Next, a whole host of hours were
spent tinkering and learning the ways of ‘the people’s car’,
all with my dad alongside me. We shared the hair-raising
minutes of popping the rear glass out, the productive
satisfaction of breaking the rotten seals, all the while
cementing a bond that will never perish.
The next step was to buy proper tools so, with my
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recently acquired birthday money, I bought a glossy, allin-one tool kit from Halfords. With this shiny, new range
of spanners and various tools we continued the work,
removing all the dials and buttons from the dash-board.
The hours turned into days and the days turned into weeks
and slowly but surely we revived the old bug from its sore
position.
Ferdinand Porsche’s creation has brought many, many
people together over the years; despite the arguably dark
origins, the Beetle genuinely became a car of the people
(and remains so to this day). Crucially, any people.
For many, a journey in a car is a simple transfer from
one place to another, from A to B. For others, it’s perhaps
a trip along a wonderful country road or an uphill driving
competition.
But for me and my dad, the journey had started before I
even turned the key.

The Show Doesn’t Always Go On
’m humbly forced to begin this article with an apology,
on behalf of the Stretton Players, to anyone who
bought a ticket for or was aiming to attend our planned
variety evening at The Priory School in Shrewsbury on
29th July. This event was cancelled at the last moment
despite a huge amount of individual preparation and
private rehearsals. Notices were posted around the town as
soon as possible and thankfully we are not aware of anyone
who made the journey all the way from Stretton. Any
tickets bought for the event should be returned to the place
of purchase for a full refund.
Unfortunately, this variety evening was meant to be in
aid of the Motor Neurone Disease Association, and many
of us are disappointed that we weren’t able to contribute
to such a worthwhile charity. However, some of the acts
can be still be seen next month (1st October) on our next
cabaret night, at Hanwood village hall. Please visit our
website www.strettonplayers.wordpress.com for further
details.
Before the start of this year our group was referred to
as the Dorrington Players, and I have to announce that
one of its most prolific members, Jim Rossell-Evans, died
on 6th July. Jim was an accomplished actor and even
acted on the BBC back in the 1940s. He directed 40 plays
locally since moving to Stretton of which 23 were for the
Dorrington Players, the last being Caught On The Hop in
2012. He holds the record for audience numbers during a
3-night run of 318, for the play House Guest in 2009. His
last role was to read the radio announcements in our April
production of The Real Inspector Hound, showing off his
very distinctive voice. He will be very much missed.
John Avery

I

September 2016

Stretton Focus

12/08/2016 11:26

After inviting herself into Bennett’s house to use the
bathroom, she proved impossible to budge. Despite her
prickly, irascible nature, the neighbourhood quickly warmed
to her special brand of charm, and she eventually became
the essential heart and soul of the community.
Ample parking. Refreshments. Enquiries: 01694
724330
All Stretton
All Stretton Village Hall, Friday 2nd September, 7pm
To celebrate Shakespeare’s anniversary: Shakespeare in Love
(15; 119 mins). Tickets £4
The film depicts an imaginary love affair involving Viola

Live Relay at Church
Stretton School
Thursday 22nd September, 7pm – The Threepenny
Opera (National Theatre Live) Tickets: £11

de Lesseps (Gwyneth Paltrow) and playwright William
Shakespeare (Joseph Fiennes) while he was writing Romeo
and Juliet. Several characters are based on historical figures,
and many of the characters, lines, and plot devices allude to
Shakespeare’s plays.
We will start the evening with a Shakespeare-themed
quiz night (not too heavy so don’t panic!) served with some
cakes and local ale.
Start building your team!
Church Stretton
Church Stretton School, Monday, 5th September, 7.30
pm
The Lady in the Van (12A; 104 minutes). Tickets £4
adults, £2 students
Maggie Smith stars in the hilarious and heartwarming

T

he Threepenny Opera, by Bertolt Brecht and Kurt
Weill, in collaboration with Elisabeth Hauptmann in
a new adaptation by Simon Stephens.
Broadcast live from the stage of the National Theatre,
this is a darkly comic take on Brecht and Weill’s raucous
musical which opened in Berlin in 1928.
London gets ready for Queen Victoria’s coronation. The
thieves are on the make, the whores get ready for work and
the police are cutting deals to keep it all out of sight. Mr
and Mrs Peachum are looking forward to a bumper day in
the beggary business, but their daughter didn’t come home
last night ...
With Rory Kinnear as Macheath, Rosalie Craig as Polly
Peachum and Haydn Gwynne as Mrs Peachum. Contains
scenes of a sexual nature, violence and fruity language.
Ample parking. Refreshments. Enquiries: 01694
722209

Trivia Answers
The Lady In The Van. A colourfully complex character, Miss
Shepherd ‘temporarily’ parked in the drive of writer Alan
Bennett’s former Camden Town home – and stayed there for
15 years!
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Water
Charlie Dimmock
The Planets Suite
Bob Hoskins
8
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Photography Classes

C

hurch Stretton School is staging photography classes
this September for people with digital SLR cameras
or recent versions of bridge cameras.
Programme leader Richard Bishop is a professional
photographer and qualified lecturer teaching photography
classes for many years in Shropshire Schools and Colleges
up to degree level.
He said: “These courses are the product of many years
of experience and success and they are suitable for complete
beginners and more experienced photographers.
I’m really looking forward to showing students how to
get the best out of their digital SLR cameras and how to get
to grips with image post-production in Adobe Photoshop
during the evening classes at Church Stretton School.
People are often disappointed when they get their first
SLR camera. Using it on ‘automatic’ mode is the obvious
thing to do when you start but the results can be a bit hit
and miss.
We start by exploring the focussing system and manual
and semi-automatic modes so that students can start to use
their equipment to its full potential.
We are looking for people with the enthusiasm and
commitment to learn about ISO, shutter speeds, apertures,
focal length and so on so that they can use their camera on
manual settings and start making great images.”
Richard’s colleague, Angela Wilkinson, will be running
Adobe Photoshop classes on the same evening.
Richard said: “Angela has a great reputation for her
delivery of these courses; she also a lot of patience. This
course is unique in that it is tailored just for photographers.

Rectory Wood, Church Stretton. Photograph by student Ron
Kelly
Students will be taught how to set their camera on the
highest quality settings and download images into Adobe
Camera Raw software which is where they really begin to
take control.
Anyone can enrol on the courses. Don’t worry if you
are a complete beginner; we assume nothing in advance. All
you need is the desire to discover, interact and respond to
the theoretical and practical input of the sessions.”
The eight week sessions start at Church Stretton School
on Tuesday 6th September, 6.00-8.30pm.
For more information contact Richard on 07710
416857 or visit www.shrewsburyschoolofphotography.
co.uk.

Where was it?

T

his remnant of old wattle and daub was preserved
during the restoration of the Old Barn in the High
Street in 1980. It was the southern of the two barns
that stood in the Buck’s Head yard (opposite the Inn) and
was used to house their horses and carts. It is a typical 17th
century timber frame building probably built soon after the
great fire of 1593 which would have destroyed any earlier
barns and/or houses on this site. The accompanying photo
shows it before restoration. Why not go and see it?
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T

he Long Mynd Camera Club opens its new season
on 7th September 2016, with Club members
showing some of their images taken during visits to
Acton Scott Farm over the summer.
The programme for this season will be varied: for
example, projected and printed image competitions
(entry optional); illustrated talks on various topics
including Nearest Earthly Place to Paradise by local author/
photographer Geoff Taylor; African Elephants and Nomads
of Kenya by David Keith Jones.
The Club is small but very friendly and welcomes
visitors and new members whatever their level of interest
and experience in photography. Newcomers can attend up
to three meetings before deciding whether to join the Club.
The Club meets fortnightly on Wednesdays at 7.30pm
in the United Reformed Church Hall, High Street, Church
Stretton SY6 6BY, between September and April.
For further details contact the Club Secretary on 01743
353485, or visit the website at www.longmyndcameraclub.
co.uk.
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in Church Stretton
Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary Things

Our existing volunteers tell us that volunteering for
Guide Dogs can be a life-changing experience because they
have gained confidence and made many friends, whilst
having fun. You also have the pleasure of knowing that you
have helped Guide Dogs ensure that when someone loses
their sight, they do not lose their independence as well.
We would love to welcome new people to do
extraordinary things for us. A guide dog can help a mum
take her children to school, or a teenager to go out with
their friends, or an elderly man to have the confidence to go
shopping alone. We rely on donations from individuals to
continue our life-changing work. The guide dog service does
not receive any government funding.
Anyone interested in volunteering or fundraising for
Guide Dogs is invited to attend the event on 3rd September.
Alternatively, you can apply online at www.guidedogs.org.
uk, call 0845 371 7771 or email volunteer@guidedogs.org.
uk for further information. Your local contacts are Rachel
Delaney and Valerie Jobes, and both are available on 01189
838756 or rachel.delaney@guidedogs.org.uk / valerie.
jobes@guidedogs.org.uk.

Catholic Voice

O
G

uide Dogs volunteers are ordinary people who
give their time to do extraordinary things – every
minute they contribute helps to change the lives of
people who are blind or partially sighted. Our volunteers
contribute millions of hours of time to Guide Dogs each
year.
We are keen to hear from new people who are interested
in helping us, and so we will be at St Laurence’s Parish
Centre, Church Stretton from 2-4pm on Saturday 3rd
September.
Come and meet some staff, existing volunteers and
maybe some dogs – please bring your friends and relatives if
they are interested in helping us. There are 50 different roles
that volunteers can undertake for us. We are particularly
trying to recruit volunteers to join the newly re-launched
fundraising group in Church Stretton.
Anyone who can spare a few hours now and again to
help the fundraising group with collections and events
will join a friendly team and meet new people, whilst
helping us ensure that everyone who experiences sight loss
is able to live their lives as they choose, and feel confident,
independent and supported in the world.
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n 1st July a group of us from Churches
Together in the Strettons set out by coach
to visit two interesting sites run by CADW (Welsh
Heritage), both not far from Llangollen.
Our first port of call was Rug Chapel, built in 1637
by local craftsmen and we were amazed and delighted by
their skill and imagination. The woodwork was wonderfully
carved along the pews and when you looked up everywhere
was patterned in paint, even the ceiling beams. There was
a gallery so you could look down and get an overall view.
In one corner was a painted skeleton leaning on his back
against a rope coil. One of our party said “I’ve driven past,
knew it was here but never came in. What I’ve missed!” So
remarkable is the chapel that in Victorian times Sir Edwin
Lutyens recorded its effect on the Viceroy’s House in New
Dehli.
While we were there, in a holy place, we all joined
together in prayers for all those who fought on the Somme
in World War I and for veterans of all wars.
We took a scenic route over the Horseshoe Pass, to
our next visit: Valle Crucis Abbey, 13th century and now a
magnificent ruin. Before visiting the Abbey we had lunch
in the cafe nearby in the grounds, then explored the site.
Much of the high walls of the church still stands and an
upper floor, once the monks dormitory, still has its roof.
This houses an exhibition of tombstones of Welsh princes,
among them that of the great-grandfather of Owain
Glyndwr.
Valle Crucis is a remote and peaceful place; one can
still sit there quietly, contemplate and think of the faith and
determination of the men who built it so many years ago.
It was a day of contrasts, buildings from both pre- and
post-reformation, and well worthwhile. The book, Wales
Best 100 Churches by T.J. Hughes, gives good descriptions of
both places. Do read up and go.
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Badminton, Community Games, and our Leisure
Centre
Our contribution to sport and leisure in Church
Stretton, and the future at risk?
History
hurch Stretton Junior Badminton Club is now in
its fortieth year. Started in 1976 as part of the main
Badminton Club (which itself was founded in the
1920s), the Junior Club has been a promoter and supporter
of our fantastic Leisure Centre.
It was in 1977 that the Badminton Club wrote to the
(then) Church Stretton Parish Council regarding Sports and
Leisure facilities in Church Stretton. The report following
that contact said, “Since then Church Stretton Badminton
Club have expended enormous energy to prove a ‘need’ for
these facilities. The latest development is that both South
Shropshire District Council and Church Stretton Parish
Council are convinced that there is a need. Many other
organisations in the town support our claim. A Sports and
Leisure Committee may be set up in the near future to carry
the proposals further.”
Following on from that there was continued support
from the then Shropshire County Council; the South
Shropshire District Council; the Parish Council and
Church Stretton School to deliver the facilities. We were
ultimately blessed with our Leisure Centre which – after lots
of campaigning and various failed funding attempts – was
opened in 2010.

C

Opening of the Leisure Centre in 2010
The Badminton Club continues to support the
Leisure Centre with seasonal hire of the facilities and by
campaigning for and donating sports wheelchairs for use by
the School and the community.
It was at the opening of the Leisure Centre that we
held the Community Celebrations 2010. This event was a
great success and was continued bi-annually in 2012, 2014
and recently in July 2016 as the Community Games. It
has been a legacy of the co-operation between the School,
and recently the Academy, the Leisure Centre and the
community that has continued the unrivalled spirit that
sport, leisure and culture generate.
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Badminton presentation to Leisure Centre
The Present
The Leisure Centre (Dry Side) is within the lease of the
Academy. The Swimming Pool is in the ownership of
Shropshire Council.
The Dry Side (i.e. excluding the Swimming Pool) sport
and leisure use is enjoyed by many groups, clubs, schools
and individuals in the community. The facilities also provide
a valuable opportunity for GP referrals and concessionary
usage.
Badminton is a contributor to those uses both with the
adult group and the Junior Club.
The Community Games 2016 held at the Leisure
Centre and School also represented the power of sport,
leisure, art and culture by bringing communities together.
On 9th July we saw a vast array of community involvement
represented by over 50 organisations delivering in excess of
60 activities or displays. In spite of bad weather, there was a
fantastic turnout from the community.
Initial feedback is very encouraging, including praise
for the concept of our Community Games and the
opportunities that they represent. Particularly pleasing the
comments included:
“Thank you for giving us such a marvellous day today.
A real community event. Quite an opening watching
the little children dance with their colours – particularly
the tiny boy who gave it his all – a future Wayne Sleep?
Everyone seemed very happy with all the arrangements and
Sylvie’s meal was great – a very welcome and unexpected
bonus.”
…and…
“Thanks for providing such an inspiring opportunity
especially for our young people. We appreciated the
opportunity to spread our message and exchange
information with a wide spectrum of our community.”
And, as a measure that our efforts and facilities cater for
all in Church Stretton, a warming comment that makes it
all worthwhile:
“I used to play badminton many years ago, but after I
lost my right leg I needed to get fit again. I go to the gym
and am in better shape now but there are limits as to what I
can do.
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A neighbour of mine has been encouraging me to give
badminton a try using the special wheelchairs that they
have in the sports hall. So last Saturday at the Community
Games I did have a go and enjoyed it very much.
It is encouraging to know that Church Stretton can
provide facilities for disabled people like myself and others,
so that we can participate in a sport that is ideally suited by
using the special wheelchairs.”
Not just for Badminton I might add, but for all sports
and leisure in Church Stretton, we have the facilities and the
opportunity for all.

Oh what fun at the Games!

Scaling the heights of the climbing wall at the Community
Games

Riding for the Disabled Vaulting Demo
Our schools have a fantastic record of sport in the
community and beyond. The power of sport is recognised
as a positive influence on our young people. Tom Ward,
Head of PE at the School, says, “Our pupils are sports mad.
They love to play sport… I love to see pupils taking part in
clubs out of school hours… I know of schools that are shut
by 5pm with doors closed. Days like the recent community
games show what can be done when users share and
showcase what they can do”.
The Future
Because of funding cuts from Shropshire Council the
public use of the Leisure Centre is at risk. The Academy’s
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use is not at risk. The Academy is the leaseholder of the
Leisure Centre (not the Swimming Pool), and will maintain
the school use.
By the time this article appears in Focus, the community
will have been consulted on the future of our Leisure
Centre. It will be a sad time if the public use is reduced. We
should do all we can to make sure that does not happen.
I am confident that the Academy will (in addition to
maintaining the facilities for schools use) do all it can to
maintain – and strive to improve – the fantastic facilities so
many of us have worked so hard to obtain and enjoy.
Steve Lunt, Principal of South Shropshire Academy
Trust, says, “We are committed to working with the
community to provide first rate facilities for the town and
surrounding area. Much has already been achieved with
our exciting plans for a Sports Campus and Community
Library. Whether as host to the annual Arts Festival,
‘National Theatre Live’ and ‘Flicks in the Sticks’ or as home
to the successful Samurai Rugby club and ‘Community
Games’, we want the Academy to be at the heart of
community spirit in the town”.
That is a measure of the commitment and support the
Academy give to the community.
The Junior Badminton club also would be willing to be
a participant in any initiative aimed at maintaining these
fantastic facilities, continuing the participation it had in
forming them in the first instance.
If anyone has any further ideas or would wish to join
in this potentially exciting period in our community then
please let me know by email alandavidfox@live.co.uk or by
phone on 01694 725588.
Alan Fox

Mayfair Lottery Results for
July
		

£100

114

£50

197

		

£20

297

£10

151
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United Nations
Association

Do You Enjoy Bowling?

Is gender equality
achievable in our
lifetimes?
We like to feel that human society is
making progress but did you know, for
example, that globally 62 million girls
are denied an education, or that 35% of women experience
sexual violence? Our attention has been somewhat focused
on UK politics of late! Here is an opportunity to focus
on a much broader issue. Gender equality is not only a
fundamental human right, but a necessary foundation for
a peaceful, prosperous and sustainable world.
The Church Stretton UNA branch is hosting an Open
Evening to discuss some of the issues linked to gender
inequality on Wednesday 21st September at 7.00 pm in
Mayfair.
Of the 17 new UN Sustainable Development Goals,
Goal Five (Achieve Gender Equality and Empower all
Women and Girls) is completely focused on the issue of
gender – while another four goals directly impact upon
gender inequalities concerning access to health, access to
education, employment, to justice, and representation in
political and economic decision-making.
Some progress was indeed made during the 15 years
when governments and civil society focused on meeting
the eight UN Millennium Development Goals, but
massive inequalities and injustice remain.

If you do, and are usually free on a Monday afternoon,
why not join the Stretton Indoor Bowling Club. The
Club is in need of some new members for the coming
season.
We play to flat green rules on a mat 19 yards long
by 4 yards wide in the main hall at the Silvester Horne
Institute from late September to the end of March. Each
Monday afternoon there are three 1¼ hour sessions,
starting at 1.45 and finishing at 5.30. Each player is
scheduled onto one of the sessions every week, so playing
times vary between the early, middle and late sessions.
The games are played in a competitive and friendly
spirit making it a pleasant afternoon’s entertainment.
If you are interested in joining us please contact
either Alan Mileson on 01694 723999 or Tony Crowe on
01694 723292. You will be assured of a warm welcome.

The evening begins with an overview of the abuse
of women’s rights and dignity. It will be led by Dr Isabel
Carter, who will also share some positive stories from
Ethiopia, where Self-Help Groups have brought huge
encouragement to the lives of women living in poverty. We
will then focus more on issues which relate to Shropshire,
looking at domestic violence and learning opportunities.
In Shropshire, Annually over 12,000 women will have
experienced some form of physical and/or psychological
abuse… (from a 2009 Review Safer Shropshire Together).
The approach will be participatory and discussion
based. All are most welcome to come and join in what
promises to be a lively and challenging discussion.
This is part of our series of engaging with UN
Development Goals in Shropshire.
Further information from Noel Beattie
e-mail: noelbt8@talktalk.net
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Eating in the Strettons

The White House – Well Worth the Short Drive

M

any of our readers will have noticed that The
White House – not the place in danger of being
Trumped, but the restaurant on the A49 at Affcot
– has changed its looks, so it’s time to tell you a bit more
about this prominent eating spot on the way to Craven
Arms, but still within our postcode area.
The new outer appearance of the building complements
the light airiness of the interior: a crisp, light, elegant and
clean eating space that allows you to focus on the food
above all, and without complex decorative distraction.
Mike and Sherrie gave the place a full revamp back in 2013,
and since then they have built up a strong clientele, not to
mention an impressive battery of gushing five-star reviews
on TripAdvisor.
This is a restaurant that subtitles itself ‘A Taste of Italy’,
yet along with the antipasti, pasta, pizzas, calzones and
wonderful al forno dishes, there’s a Specials Menu from
which you can order fresh soy- and honey-glazed tuna on a
decidedly oriental bed of stir fry, or a Cajun chicken breast,
or even locally made sausages.
Focus Chairman Tom Beaumont and his wife Yvonne
speak of their several White House experiences with great
enthusiasm, particularly the restaurant’s ‘personal touch’
when it comes to the needs of individual diners. “If this
was in the middle of Church Stretton,” says Tom, “they’d be
full to overflowing every night” – and it’s true their location
bang on the A49 is a mixed blessing, but do be aware that
once you turn off the road down the lane signposted to
Alcaston and enter the restaurant car park, you’re in an
oasis of foodie calm, with only a ten minute-drive back to
Church Stretton for your alcohol-free partner. You can even
dine outside on warm evenings.
Mike and Sherrie have had more reason than most to
curse the A49 road works, and since, with the exception of
Sunday lunch, they only open in the evenings, they were
forced to close while traffic was diverted from their section
of the road. By the time you read this, however, they should
be at full throttle again, and serving up la cena with a
winning smile and more than just a flash of culinary skill.
Give them a visit – they’re lovely people, and their food is
top nosh!
Editor, with information from Tom Beaumont
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Recipe of the Month
Vanilla Soufflé
This is a very light dessert and very easy to make. I am sure
you will enjoy it. Very good after a large main meal.
Pre-heat oven to 190C (375F) (Gas 5)
Ingredients:1 vanilla pod or essence to taste
5 eggs, four of the whites beaten to soft peak,
2 1/2 tablespoons of butter
3 tablsp. plain flour
1 pint full cream milk.
2 oz. caster sugar
A little icing sugar to dust
Boil the vanilla pod in some milk, take off heat, cover the
pan and leave. Or you can use good quality vanilla extract.
Melt the butter and add the flour, mix well over a low heat
for two minutes. After removing the vanilla pod, add the
milk a little at a time and cook stirring all the time until the
mixture thickens. Pour the mixture into a basin and stir until
nearly cold.
Whip the five whole eggs and sugar well and add to the
mixture a little at a time stirring well.
Whip the four egg whites until very stiff and fold into the
mixture gently. Pour into a 2 pint souffle dish and bake in
the oven for approx. 40 minutes until well risen and golden
brown. (The smaller dishes in the photograph cooked for
about 30 minutes.) Remove from the oven and dust with
icing sugar.
Serve with cream mixed with a little brandy to taste! This is
wonderful with fresh strawberries.
Hic! 					 “Her Ladyship”

invites you to a

Pie and Pudding Evening

with Story Teller and Entertainer
Val Littlehales
Friday 16th September, 7pm for 7.30pm
at the Plough Inn, Wistanstow
Tickets £15 from 722713 or 723773
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‘Love your Network’

H

ow many of us knew that Severn Trent Water
(STW) have a vision for their 5,000 plus
employees to get involved with their ‘Love your
Network’ community programme which combines all their
volunteering, education and charitable work? This not only
involves them talking to thousands of people about how to
avoid sewer flooding or to make the most out of their water
supply, but also increasing the amount of volunteering they
do.

The Team
Coppice Leasowes Local Nature Reserve was lucky
enough to capitalise on one of their volunteer days.
Working together with Town Council staff (Harry, Ben and
Harry) and Coppice Leasowes volunteers (John and Eileen
Woolmer) the team from STW, who operate and maintain
our water treatment works, did sterling work on the bottom
path in the wood digging out, widening and levelling some
70 metres. In addition to the muddy path improvement,
the fenced tree area was strimmed and cleared; grass paths
around both sides of the Reserve were strimmed and
widened; scallops were created by path edges in Primrose
Wood; bracken bashing was done at the north end of the
wood; the stream banks were strimmed; the areas around
the notice boards and the access gates were strimmed; and
two paths to the quarry were cut. All in all a very productive
day’s work and many thanks to all involved.

Police Advice for Rural
Areas

W

est Mercia Police is appealing to the communities
of South Shropshire to remain vigilant following
a spate of rural burglaries in the area, which have
targeted outbuildings, insecure barns and sheds during the
hours of darkness.
Tools, farm machinery, and diesel are just some of the
items which have been stolen by the criminals, and Crime
Prevention Officers are urging residents to follow these
simple security measures in order to reduce the risk towards
their property.
• Ensure that all outbuildings are locked when not in
use. Try using weatherproof padlocks and reversing the
hinges on shed doors so that they cannot be unscrewed.
• Ensure tools and machinery are locked away and out
of sight when not in use. As well as being at risk of theft,
tools can be used to gain access to surrounding buildings.
• Do not leave keys or valuables in farm vehicles/
machinery.
• Keep gates padlocked shut.
• Install solar-powered dusk-to-dawn lighting on
outbuildings to deter intruders.
• Ensure any tools or valuables are security marked
and display signs around your property to inform potential
thieves.
Sgt Murdoch of the Shropshire Harm Reduction Team
stated “The police are conducting extra patrols in these areas
to provide reassurance to the victims and the communities
as a whole. To assist us in our efforts to apprehend these
criminals I would appeal to the residents of these rural areas
to be extra vigilant and to report any suspicious activity or
vehicles they see to the police.”
In an emergency call 999; for non-emergencies call 101.

Engaging Issues
Another op’nin, another show!

T

The new path
Also, have you visited the Coppice Leasowes Facebook
page where you will find photos and regular updates on
what you can see? If you would like to become more
involved with caring for this Local Nature Reserve then
please contact the Town Council.
Janet Martin
Coppice Leasowes Working Group
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he Engaging Issues Committee has experienced
the equivalent of the problems mentioned in Cole
Porter’s song – “Three weeks and it couldn’t be
worse. One week, will it ever be right? Then out of the hat
it’s the big first night!” But, at last, the leaflet for the 12th
series of talks is now at the printers and we look forward to
welcoming you all again. It is the same mixture as we have
had in the last couple of years, some local speakers, some
from further afield, even abroad; some obviously religious
topics, some more general but still we hope engaging;
some the standard talk followed by questions, some
more experimental formats. Everyone is welcome to the
occasional evening or the whole series.
We begin on 4th October, as usual at 7.30pm in
the URC church, when Tony Wilkinson will talk about
‘Capitalism and Human Values.’
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A

mong the ‘citizen science’ projects adopted by the
Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group is Swifts
in the Strettons, an attempt to map the locations in
which Swifts nest in our area. The need for such a project
follows from the observed decline in the UK (by about one
third since 1995). The reasons for this are unclear. It may
be partly due to habitat changes in areas of Africa where the
bird spends winter. However, part of the reason is the loss
of nest sites here in Britain. Swifts nest in holes beneath the
eaves of buildings. Renovation, demolition and upgrading
of buildings have deprived them of many suitable nesting
sites. This is the reason for the survey of existing sites in the
Strettons.
The project is now in its third year and (based on
preliminary results for this year), the number of nests
detected has risen each year from the 19 confirmed nests
found in 2014. Initially, the core breeding area was in the
older building stock containing Market Square and Church
Street. However, the 2015 and 2016 surveys suggest that
newer buildings from the first half of the twentieth century,
many of which are on the eastern side of town and to the
east of the A49, also offer suitable homes for swifts. All
and Little Stretton have their own populations of birds in

Strettons Branch
A walk on the Stiperstones National Nature Reserve
Led by Simon Cooter, Natural England’s Senior Reserve
Manager
Saturday 10th September
his walk promises to be a varied, informative and
interesting outing traversing heathland, dried
grasslands and quartzite outcrops on the ridge. We
will start from the Bog Visitor Centre (Grid Ref SO 356
980) at 9.30am making our way up to Cranberry Rock and
along to Nipstone, if time allows, aiming to finish at 12.30
back at the Bog Centre. Distance around 4-5 miles with
some rough going in places so sturdy footwear and warm
clothing advised.

smaller numbers. In all locations, while swifts are faithful
to particular buildings, they do not always re-use the precise
sites employed in previous breeding seasons. Whether this
represents flexibility on the part of an individual returning
adult, or whether location shifts denote the returning
offspring of birds raised in those buildings, must remain a
source of speculation. Evidence of successful fledging has
been found for about a third of the nests found.
Of particular interest is the provision of artificial nesting
sites for the Strettons’ swifts. One project participant
provided nest boxes beneath the eaves in early 2016 and
they were occupied by swifts within a few weeks. The group
is also exploring the possibility of installing swift boxes in
the tower of St Laurence’s Church.
The locations of nests are being passed to various
planning bodies for use in assessing the timing of building
work applications. It is illegal to disturb nesting swifts, and
homeowners erecting scaffolding or sealing nest entrances
are subject to a significant fine if they do so. Our data will
help “flag up” buildings where work should be restricted
to the period outside the breeding season to protect and
enhance the swift population of the Strettons.
John Arnfield

A nest box success on Shrewsbury Road
(Photo: Sandra Whitlock)

Cost for the walk is £4. Cars may be available to share.
The Bog Centre has a tea room for lunchtime refreshments
or you could bring a packed lunch.
For further information, please ring Wally Blake on
01694 724040.

T
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Church Stretton Tree Group
Meeting – Open to all

T

he Tree Group was established in 2008 following
recommendations in the Town Design Statement,
published in 2007. The presence of trees in the
town was recognised as a distinctive and much loved part
of the character of the town and its setting and there was a
determination to preserve and enhance this. In the last eight
years the Tree Group has achieved a lot with wide ranging
events, talks, education, advice and tree and hedge planting.
A small but committed number of volunteers have helped
the group to grow and to maintain a programme of events
In recent months we find that numbers have declined
and we are now asking ourselves where we should go from
here. We are very aware that there are many new initiatives
and challenges in the town and the number of organisations
and meetings is truly amazing. We want to invite anyone
interested in trees to come along to our next meeting on
28th September in the Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm
to hear from our invited speakers and to join with us in
discussing our future.
Our two main speakers are Dr Ian Dormor talking
about Rectory Wood and Paul Eade describing his
experiences owning woodland.
The Story of Rectory Wood Revealed by its Trees
In a classic example of ‘seeing the wood for the trees’, we
now have a clearer view of the history and development
of Rectory Wood. A season of intensive survey work by
landscape archaeologist and historic woodland specialist Dr
Ian Dormor has revealed aspects of the hidden history of
the wood, which has an association with the renowned 18th
century landscape designer Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown,
whose tercentenary is being celebrated nationally this year.
During the period spanning the mid-18th century to
the mid-19th century the wood passed through the hands of
three owners whose aspirations were quite different. Throw
into the mix the impact of two world wars and more recent
changes of tenure and a fascinating story emerges. Now
in the ownership of Church Stretton Town Council and
the community another chapter in the history of Rectory
Wood opens, offering many and varied options for its future
management with an eye to its past history.

Rectory Wood Oaks
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Experiences with Woodland Ownership in Church
Stretton
Paul and Frances Eade acquired the southern half of
Brockhurst Wood in 2007. In 2015 they were fortunate to
be able to buy the northern half of the wood, making a total
woodland area of some 9 acres. This brief talk will highlight
some of the delights and some of the difficulties of owning
and managing this planted ancient woodland site.
Come and find out more and share your views about
trees in the town. The meeting will conclude with the Tree
Group Annual General Meeting and refreshments will be
served. Hilary Hymas, Chair, Church Stretton Tree Group

Gardening in September

L

awns will need attention this month; use a lawn rake
to remove thatch and moss, then spike the ground
with a fork to aerate the soil. Re-seed any bare
patches.
To prevent bud drop later, water camellias and
rhododendrons regularly if we have a dry autumn, especially
those in containers.
Clear summer bedding as it finishes flowering and use
the space to plant spring bulbs. If you have marrows and
squashes still ripening, raise them off the soil onto straw or a
tile to prevent any damage or rot setting in.
Most varieties of apples will be ripe for harvesting this
month. Pick them carefully as some varieties bruise easily
and won’t store well.
Now is a good time to plant bare-root trees and shrubs;
they will establish better in the warmer soil. However, they
will still need watering for a while.
Evening meetings start again at the end of the month;
our first is on Tuesday 27th September at the SHI, 7 for
7.30pm, when our speaker will be Peter Carty who will give
a talk entitled 50 years on the Long Mynd.
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

The Royal Society
for the Protection
of Birds
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a
programme of talks and walks throughout 2016.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1.50 to Local Group
Members and £4 to Visitors. Under 18s half price. Walks
are free.
Coming up:
13th September – Costa Rica an illustrated talk by Ian
Butler
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall
Enquiries: Carol Wood 07807 068304
17th September – Wildlife walk at Craven Arms
10.00am. Meet at the Discovery Centre car park (SO 435
825)
Lunch in the cafe
Leader: Trevor Halsey 01746 785348 or 07940 959303
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
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Mynd Drover Challenge

URC Voice

he inaugural Mynd Drover Challenge walk took
place on Saturday 25th June as part of the Church
Stretton Walking Festival and as a fundraiser for
Church Stretton School, PTA.
As an event aimed at adults with an interest in long
distance walking, it attracted walkers and runners alike.
Those with long distance walking and navigation experience
took on the testing 26 mile challenge through the more
remote and less-known, ancient sunken lanes and drovers
tracks of the Long Mynd, whilst family groups, friends and
keen runners from across Shropshire and far beyond took
on the more leisurely 13 mile, Mynd Ranger, through our
spectacularly beautiful countryside.

Cloistered or Questioning

T

It is clear from feedback that we achieved our aim
and much more, providing something for everyone from
competitive runners to individuals wishing to take on a new
fitness challenge and to those simply wishing to be part of a
wonderfully uplifting community event!
With over 230 entries, funds raised reached in excess
of £4,500 and profits will go towards the costs of a
new, much needed, state of the art PA system for use in
Church Stretton School productions by students studying
performing arts.
The team of PTA volunteers, who worked tirelessly
throughout the day, were delighted with the success of this
first ever Mynd Drover Challenge and it seems we will be
staging it again next year. Watch this space.
Helen Howes, Mynd Drover Co-ordinator

O

n holiday in Portugal earlier this summer
we visited two monasteries which are
UNESCO listed heritage sites – Batalha
and Alcobaca. Monastic life ceased in Portugal in the
mid 19th century so although there has been a loss of
furnishings and decoration the buildings, faithfully restored,
are essentially as they were when the last monk left.
Quite a contrast with the UK where the depredations
of King Henry VIII’s commissioners three hundred years
earlier opened the way for ruination of rural monasteries
and re-use of those attached to city cathedrals. The full
grandeur of Fountains and Tintern has to be imagined, the
soaring grace of the Portuguese monasteries is there for all
to see.
What caught my imagination were the cloisters. Quiet
spacious corridors, simple central gardens, a place where
contemplation is easy, yet busy today with tourists just as
they once were with monks going about their daily life: a
contrast with England’s ruins beset by picnics and pigeons.
It got me thinking about those contemplations. In a
thousand years or more of unhurried monastic life there
were a lot of monks and nuns. They had space in their daily
routine for silent contemplation. What they thought about
was dictated by the rule of the monastic order. In Alcobaca a
room off the cloister was the only place where monks could
freely talk together, the parlour – now the shop.
We may have left mediaeval approaches to faith behind
but the monks and nuns had something we should try to
recapture. They had time to think about faith. We should
consciously make space for it in our lives. Silence calms the
soul. Meditation frees the mind. It is also reported to have
anti-ageing benefits. We have greater freedom today, the
monastic rule constrained their thinking but our thoughts
can roam wider and deeper. The demands of modern
life make meditation all the more valuable to learn and
challenging to do.
How many of us open up the time and space for silent
contemplation? In silence we can learn to focus on our
personal beliefs. It is rewarding to take the time but we all
seem too busy. We can strengthen our spiritual life and we
need to do it, just as much as the monks and nuns did.
Roger Wilson

Easthope: Cheese, Wine and Paté

Wednesday 14th September at 7pm
in the marquee at Manor Farm.
£8 a ticket or £72 for a group of ten
Excellent cheeses, great choice of wine, plus even some home-made wine
to try!! (Not compulsory!)
In aid of Easthope Church
Tickets available from Marilyn on 01746 785425, Bob on 785192,
or Judith on 785250 or 07972 462498.
Look forward to seeing you!

36

52 Sept 2016 mag.indd 24

September 2016

Stretton Focus

12/08/2016 11:26

Thank you
RNLI Street Collection
We were pleased to receive £531.22 at our Street Collection
in Church Stretton on Saturday 16th July. That was £80
more than last year, a welcome increase. We thank everyone
very much, both those who helped us with the collection
and our friends and neighbours in the Strettons for their
generous support.		
Richard M. Turner Jones
UNICEF (UN Children’s Fund)
The UNA Shropshire Branch wishes to thank all those who
volunteered as Collectors in our 2016 town centre collection
on 2nd July. Together we received £447.61 from the public
and later we had a very generous donation of £65, thus a
total of £512.61. May I also thank those from our public in
Church Stretton who made contributions to this great fund,
which serves children and families around the world. Thank
you all.					 UNA Shropshire
Cancer Research UK
£1,846 was the total raised at our Strawberry Cream Tea
on Sunday 17th July. It was a perfect English summer
afternoon for our sixth tea party held at Essex Lodge, All
Stretton. Many thanks to Caroline and Alan Crump for
their hospitality. We were also delighted that Jane Potts was
able to bring her beautiful alpacas to the event.
Thank you to all who attended and particular thanks to
Doris Corfield and her fellow whist players who gave us
£100 to add to our total. We have a very good group of
teenage helpers who serve the teas and ice creams. It is
rewarding to see the younger generation giving their time to
charity fundraising.
On top of the £1,846 collected on the day, we also received
a most generous donation from Veronica Lewis of £500
collected at her 50th birthday party celebrations, for which
we are most grateful.
Susan Toghill
Chairman Church Stretton Local Fund Raising Committee
Cancer Research UK

RNLI Events
Coffee Morning
Our next event will be a Coffee Morning on Thursday
22nd September from 10.30am to 12 noon at Alpenrose,
17 Alison Road, Church Stretton. Entry £1 each. There
will be cakes and home produce for sale and a raffle.
Contributions would be welcome, please. We shall also have
a preview of RNLI Christmas cards, diaries and calendars.
It will be pretty early for buying those things, but we shall
have some for sale and we can take orders.
Quiz
There will be a quiz on our behalf at The Plough Inn,
Wistanstow on Friday 30th September, starting at
8.30pm. This will be for teams of four, and cost is £2 per
person to include refreshments at half time (sandwiches and
chips). For an extra £1, payable on the night, you can try
the Spot Question. There will be prizes for each member of
the winning team and a single prize for the winner of the
Spot Question competition. There will also be a raffle.
For more information contact Sharla Greenway on 01588
673219 or The Plough Inn 01588 673251.
The Plough will have a pre-quiz menu available (7-7.30 pm;
one course £7.50; two courses £10) – book a table and it’s
yours for the night!
Jill and Richard Turner Jones

Veronica’s cheque
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U3A Music Appreciation

M

any readers will remember ‘Music Appreciation’
classes at school, which involved gramophone
records (78s or 33s depending on your age) and
a blackboard. Things have moved on dramatically since
those days; music appreciation benefits hugely from modern
technology, and has really come alive.
You can test this by coming along to the U3A classical
music sessions at Mayfair. Once a month we have talks
(usually given by David Andrew or myself ) on a variety of
topics including opera, construction of instruments and
how they are tuned, symphonies, piano music, forthcoming
festival programmes and so on.
Mayfair has sophisticated facilities with an excellent
technician on hand, and we use videos, sound recordings,
You Tube excerpts and Powerpoint to bring the music
to life. For
example,
whereas in
days past we
would simply
listen to a Bach
Brandenburg
Concerto, now
we can see a
performance in
the building that
Brandenburg Concertos –
Bach wrote it
autograph score
for. Or we can
take a guided
tour inside one of the biggest organs in the world, or watch
a masterclass on one of Brahms’ cello sonatas. Other
unexpected pictures that have been used in our talks during
the past year is a picture of the Metropolitan Cathedral
in Moscow (for which Tchaikovsky wrote his famous
1812 Overture) at the moment that Stalin blew it up, the
autographed dedication of Bach’s Concertos to the Margrave
of Brandenburg and Schumann’s sketch of the Kremlin in
1844 (see the pictures above and below). Sometimes local
musicians come along to show how instruments work – and
this is another way of making it all come to life.
Purists will complain that all this gets in the way of the
music. But most
people, used as
they are to visual
images, find
this additional
information
enhances their
appreciation and
Schumann’s 1844 sketch of the Kremlin understanding of
music.
Why not come along to the U3A music talks? They are
held at Mayfair on the first Wednesday of the month from
September to June, beginning at 10.15am and ending at
noon. The next meeting is on Wednesday 7th September.
A small subscription is requested to cover the cost of room
hire, coffee and biscuits and other minor expenses. If you
are interested, please contact Barbara Hall, 01694 724578.
Richard Walker
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Annual Charity Christmas
Card Sale

T

he annual charity Christmas card sale has been
taking place for many years, but recently its
popularity has declined and fewer people seem to
attend each year. There are some obvious reasons for this,
such as the increased cost of postage and increased use of the
internet, but it would be a shame if the event disappeared
from the Stretton calendar.
If you are buying any Christmas cards this year, please
come to the URC hall on Saturday, 22nd October between
10 and 12 and buy some then. Those selling cards are
supporters of local groups working for various charities and
the event is a friendly social occasion too. Members of the
URC pride themselves on providing delicious refreshments
in aid of one of their own charities.
Charities planning to have sales tables this year are (in
alphabetical order):
Cancer Research (UK)
Church of England Children’s Society
Church Stretton Methodist Church (in aid of The National
Autistic Society)
Hope House Hospice
Mayfair Community Centre
RNLI
Severn Hospice
Traidcraft
West Shropshire Talking Newspapers for the Blind
The important details are:
Date: Saturday, 22nd October, 2016
Time: 10-12 noon
Venue: United Reformed Church Hall, High Street,
Church Stretton
The charities are now taking it in turns to organise the
event and this year is the turn of Cancer Research (UK).
I have offered to do this on behalf of the local committee.
If you have any questions, comments or offers of help
even, please address them to me Christine Richardson at
christinereading@msn.com, or telephone 722677.
CHURCH STRETTON & DISTRICT RAIL USERS’
ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

Of time and the railway
Robert Davies’ meditative film travels across
the West Midlands and Wales
Filmed from the driver’s cab of a train, Robert Davies’ Of time and
the railway is about the passage of time and the changing landscape
of England and Wales, both literally and historically.
Made over 86 different days between October 2013 and February
2015, the film compacts a year in the life of a train and the
landscape they pass through into a single mesmerising journey.
For one hour and 51 minutes, the viewer is taken on a meditative
voyage through the night from Birmingham, to Shrewsbury in the
morning, then on to Newtown and the Welsh mountains in the
afternoon, before finishing at Aberystwyth at sunset.

See the film at St Laurence’s Parish Centre
on Thursday 27th October. Doors open at 7.15pm
Admission £2. Rail Users’ Association members free
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Police Report
Church Stretton and Craven
Arms Safer Neighbourhood
Team:
P.S 1396 Adrian WOOLLEY
P.C 1357 Damon PRESTON
PCSO 6064 Lisa THOMAS
PCSO 6417 David BARON
PCSO 40002 Julia ST JOHNMARTIN
You can contact us in the following ways:
Emergency: 		
999
Non emergency:
101
Email: csca.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
Web site:
www.westmercia.police.uk
@SouthShropCops
Twitter:
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
Crime reported for Church Stretton Police Area, 1st July
2016 to 30th July 2016:

Anglican Voice
Life’s Big Questions!
• Following feedback to our request about
questions people are asking, we are
doing a series on life’s big questions at a number of our
services through the autumn. They include: Suffering –
why is there so much of it? (11th September)
• Purpose – what is the point of life? What values should
we live by? (18th September)
• The spiritual realm – is there one? If so, what form does
it take? (25th September)
2nd October is Harvest Thanksgiving at St. Laurence’s and
All Saints, Little Stretton; St. Michael’s, All Stretton, is
holding their harvest service on the October 9th, so themes
will be swapped.
Destiny – what happens when we die? (9th October)
Wes Sutton from the Acorn Christian Healing Foundation
will speak on 16th October, plus a workshop at 4pm and
healing service at 6pm at St. L.’s.
•
•
•

The Universe – how did it start? Is it designed? (23rd
October)
God- does he/she exist? If so what is God like? (30th
October)
What about all the wars and destruction in the Old
Testament? (6th November)

13th November is Remembrance Sunday (all age service on
this day not the 6th)
• Who is Jesus – just a good man or prophet? (20th
November)
• 2nd Coming – will it happen? Where is the world
going? (27th November)
Questions/notes will be produced for groups to debate these
topics and we hope to hold an Alpha course in the New Year

42

52 Sept 2016 mag.indd 27

Theft from Motor Vehicle
1 Crime
Criminal Damage to Building 2 Crimes
Burglary Dwelling		
1 Crime
2 Crimes
Theft from Shop		
Assault				7 Crimes
Arson – Not Endangering Life 1 Crime
Making off Without Payment
2 Crimes
Burglary Non Dwelling 		
2 Crimes
Watch Out For Shoulder Surfers
Be aware when using your bank card at checkouts and
cashpoints. Thieves sometimes observe people inputting
their PIN. They will then try many different ways of
distracting you, in order to steal your card and withdraw
money.
Do keep your bag and purse with you at all times.
Do cover the key pad with your hand.
Do immediately tell your Bank and Police on 101 if your
card has been lost or stolen.
Don’t let someone stand too close to you.
Don’t let people see your PIN number.
when there can be open discussion (clergy usually barred!)
and any point of view may be put.
Please feel welcome to come to any of these. We don’t
claim to have all the answers but maybe we can open up
the subjects with some pointers to help us discuss these in a
more informed way!
The youth are also embarking on a new venture with
Performing Arts.
All men are invited to a breakfast at 7.30am on Saturday
17th September at the Parish Centre when Graham Vince
will share his story of faith.
Richard Hill

Flu Clinics Winter 2016
Flu clinics will be held at the Medical Centre on
Saturday 24th September
Saturday 15th October
from 9.00am until 12 midday
If you are eligible (see list below) please come along to
one of our friendly drop-in clinics.
All those aged 65 years or over (including those
•
who become 65 by 31st March 2017)
•
All those pregnant (including those who become
pregnant during the flu season)
•
Anyone who is the main carer for an elderly or
disabled person
•
All those aged 18 and over who have one of the
following medical conditions:
- Chronic respiratory disease
- Chronic heart disease
- Chronic kidney disease
- Chronic liver disease
- Diabetes
- A weakened immune system, either due to a
condition or treatment
Church Stretton Medical Practice
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Silvester Horne Events:
Megson
Friday 23rd September 2016 7.30pm Silvester Horne
Institute
e have a great start to our Autumn Season at
Friday Night at the Horne when we welcome
Megson three times nominated in the BBC
Radio 2 Folk Awards and double winners of the Spiral Earth
Awards. They draw heavily on their Teeside heritage to
create a truly unique brand of folk music
English folk duo, husband Stu and wife Debbie Hanna,
first met while singing in the Cleveland Youth Choir before
moving to London where Debbie studied classical music,
while Stu became involved with a progressive rock band. In
2004 they began making their own music and released their
first album, ‘On The Side’ whilst performing at acoustic
clubs around London.
Their album, a mixture of self penned and traditional
songs, attracted the attention of Seth Lakeman whose
brother helped produce the second album.
Several albums have been produced since and 2014 saw
the release of ‘In A Box’ with guest performances by Seth
Lakeman, Jess Morgan and the Willows, named by The
Telegraph as one of Best Folk Albums of 2014 and Album of
the week by The Sunday Express.
Debbie and Stu have become popular on the British
folk scene not only for their arresting and intelligent song
writing and good musicianship, but also their nothern
humour. As Roots Magazine puts it ‘if you don’t like the
music here then you have a problem !’
Ticket £12 available from John Thomas Florist, Burway
Books or C.S. Town Council Office.
For more information please ‘phone 01694 720132
Mike Walker

W

Driving to the Future

S

aturday 10th September sees the annual Electric Car
Day, run by Stretton Climate Care, from 10am-4pm.
Star of the show will be a hydrogen fuel cell car –
the next generation of zero emissions transport. Hydrogen
is reacted with oxygen in a fuel cell to power an electric
motor – and the only emission is water vapour! How clean
is that!
Also on show will be at least nine different electric and
hybrid vehicles. Information about home charging points,
electric car insurance and recharging networks will be
available. Electric vehicle owners will be there to share their
experiences and offer short demonstration trips.
40% of Shropshire’s carbon emissions come from
transport. In addition to reducing pollution, electric
vehicles have other advantages. Running costs are lower –
between 2p and 3p per mile, as against 10p for petrol and
diesel. There is no car tax, and there are still grants available
towards the purchase price.
Every year, the battery range improves; there is a wider
choice of makes, and an increasing number of recharging
points across the country. The target of 40% of vehicles
being electric by 2025 now looks a real possibility.
Come and join us in the small car park beside the
Co-op, and find out more. In the meantime, we will put
a list of the makes and models coming onto our website
(www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk).
Jon Cooke
The future is electric.			
Publicity Officer
Stretton Climate Care

South Shropshire
Interfaith Forum

W

e are too well aware of the
atrocities committed under
the name of one terrorist
group or another. Terrorism in the modern era has had
a swift development from political protest, failed civil
wars or from despotic rule to a form today of seeking
to destroy existing world order to impose another
power structure. It bases its practice on creating fear
and disruption and recruiting from a disenchanted part
of the population. The question before us in this short
debate is to explore how citizens are affected and what
we can do. All of us have enough experience to share our
own insights from which we can all gain.
Living with terrorism, its causes, effects and its defeat.
Thursday 15th September, 12.00 noon-1.30 pm at
Pilgrim Centre Craven Arms

Megson at Shrewsbury Festival. Photo: Bob Greaves
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Occasional Advertisements
SARAH NASH

Accident Repairs, Diagnostic Specialists
Body & Mechanical Repairs
Servicing - M.O.T. Testing Station
Local Recoveries
Tyre Repair and Replacement
Crossways, Ch Stretton, SY6 6PG. Tel: 01694 723939
Email: enquiries@thecentralgarage.co.uk

PEST CONTROL
Wasps - Moles - Squirrels
Fleas & Crawling Insects
CHRIS SANSOM
Tel: 01694 722709 07891 638662

QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH
PRACTITIONER
FOR ALL YOUR FOOT CARE NEEDS
FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR
OWN HOME
DISCOUNT FOR COUPLES
TEL: 01584 878866 or 07903 638274

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

Ben Carter

Landscaping, Grounds Property Maintenance,
Hedge Cutting
Chemical Application (Lawns, Drives, etc)
Shed, Fence Maintenance
Tree, Shrub Planting, Woodland Management
Tel: 07891 376638 or 01743 718802
for a quote or further information

DIAMOND DUSTERS CLEANING
SERVICE
Call or email Sue
FOR A FREE QUOTE

07943 278170
diamonddusters1@outlook.com
We are here to make your property sparkle

To place an occasional advertisement,
please contact
adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
Size: 60 x 35mm
price: £7.50 per month

R

United Britain Flag

eaders may have noticed numerous ‘new’
Shropshire flags being flown in Church Stretton
since 2012 to celebrate national dates and local
events as agreed by the Town Council. They are blue
and yellow in colour and John Yates, a former resident,
very kindly donated a stock of these to the Community
Group.
Mr Yates has now designed his new United Britain
flag and has given us five of these. He felt the need
to improve on our national Union Jack as it is clearly
dominated by the representation of England, with
smaller representations of Scotland and Ireland, and
nothing for Wales.
In the light of Brexit perhaps his vision makes even
more sense now than it did originally ten years ago when it was in the planning stage. He saw a need for a new flag that
symbolised equality and respect between the two Irelands, Scotland, Wales and England. He used the four flags of the four
patron saints of the five member countries, two of which are crosses and two of which are saltires.
By cutting each flag into wedges, each quarter of the new flag consists of one sixteenth of each of the four contributing
flags. This treats each country fairly and similarly and has resulted in a strikingly colourful flag. The name ‘United Britain’
is based on the United Kingdom – emphasising the United and without the royalist Kingdom, and from Great Britain
without the pomposity of the Great but remembering that together we are Britain.
Mr Yates points out that a large silent majority of Britons want to live as a single democratic nation…freed of politics,
radicalism and political correctness; to be treated equally with one set of rules and expectations; and each country having
its own cultural but not political identity.
We intend to fly at least two of his donated flags to welcome the 50th anniversary of the Church Stretton Arts Festival:
perhaps you may spot them? A sketch of the new flag is shown and he will be interested in reader reactions. He can be
contacted on jy_of_mk@yahoo.co.uk or on 01908 606362.
John Woolmer, Community Group
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