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September’s Editorial

W

elcome to the September edition of Focus. When
I wrote the editorial for May’s magazine, I spoke
about seedlings doing well in the greenhouse and
I am now happy to say that we are harvesting salad crops
and vegetables each day. It is always lovely to bring food
straight from the garden to the kitchen. With this in mind,
I was delighted to see Heidi’s recipe for this month (page
15) and couldn’t resist giving it a go. Meatballs (husband’s
favourite) with summer vegetables, perfect for using up a
few of our goodies, including some of the inevitable glut
of courgettes. The result was a delicious meal, although my
presentation was not up to Heidi’s standard! We would love
to hear from you if you have tried the recipes – you may
even be brave enough to send a photo to compare with the
one included in the magazine.
Editing this months magazine has felt much more
‘normal,’ we have even managed a couple of team meetings.
Although much of the work can be done on a laptop at
my kitchen table the opportunity to meet face-to-face to
discuss the month’s contributions is a joy after almost 18
months. What’s On looks more like its usual self, although
not yet back to its pre-pandemic number of pages. You will
see from the article on page six that we are now publishing
What’s On on our website and will update this throughout
the month if events organisers advise us of any changes/
additions as they occur.

Articles from long-standing
contributors to the magazine
detail a return to actual rather
than virtual events (scouts page
35, SHI page 28) We also include
opportunities to try new activities,
Pétanque, page 22 and anyone for
Pickleball? Find out more on page
51.
It has been noted many times
in Focus that the residents of the
Strettons make huge contributions to the area in which
they live. The article from Good Neighbours provides an
opportunity to reflect upon what is available and consider
whether you have a little time to volunteer (page seven).
Sue Mabbutt’s tandem parachute jump demonstrates a
level of determination to inspire us all (page seven). Young
people also continue to provide us with inspiration. Read
about the Rotary Young Heroes Awards in Rotary news
(page 24) and Community Matters (page 54).
Whether you flick through the magazine looking for
your favourite items or read it from cover to cover I hope
that you enjoy September’s edition.
Janet Du Cros
Editor for September

What’s On in the Strettons in September
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages
We are delighted to see the diary filling
up with events and meetings again.
Please do continue to check websites or
contact the event/group organisers to get
the latest updates.

1 Wednesday

CS Library Reading Group
Friendly, informal group.
2-3pm CS Library

2 Thursday – 30 Thursday
Imogen Mortimer Exhibition

During opening hours, CS Library
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays
9.30am-5pm

Stretton Focus
Website

2 Thursday

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice

Drop-in session, every Thursday.
Our knowledgeable volunteers will be on
hand to offer advice on a wide range of
issues to do with energy saving, renewable
technology and the growing climate
emergency.
Info from Jon Cooke: 720353
10am-12 noon HWBC

Yoga at Westhope

With Sue Pugh. Numbers are limited.
Contact Betty Manley: 07860447397
10.30-11.30am Westhope Village Hall

CS Bridge Club

Info from Dom on 723128 or website:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
Note: website may not have been updated
so please check with Dom that the bridge
club is meeting in person.
1-5pm All Stretton VH

Local & Family History Session

Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local and family history research. Free library
internet access to Ancestry.
1-4pm CS Library

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers

New members are most welcome; you do
not need to be able to read music.
Contact: Ruth Jenkins: 724919
2pm Hope Bowdler VH

Westhope Clover Club

A friendly, social group for the over 60’s,
meeting on the first Thursday of the month
with a varied programme of events in the
hall and occasional outings. All welcome to
come along. Enquiries to Kathleen 01584
841254, Amie 07486 414 742 or Betty 07860
447 397
2.30pm Westhope VH
Note: September meeting may be held in
local chapel (to be confirmed)

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
Continued overleaf...
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What’s On continued
Shropshire Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Join us for a bat walk around Rectory wood
and field, led by Mike Worsfield of the
Shropshire Bat Group. Please wear suitable
clothing and footwear. Please bring a torch.
Members £3, non-members £4
Further info from Wally Blake 724040
7.30pm Meet at the entrance by the Scout
Hut for a short talk before the walk with bat
detectors.

Christian Meditation (online via Zoom)

We are a non-denominational group
welcoming everyone. Christian Meditation is
a modern name for a form of contemplative
prayer practised in early Christian monastic
communities and found also in all the major
faith traditions.
Please contact John Dennison 722599 or
email 1johndennison@gmail.com for more
information. 8pm via Zoom

3 Friday

Tai Chi with Marc Lacey

These gentle exercises improve balance and
coordination, strengthen muscles, soothe
and relax the mind and body.
9am and 10.30am Mayfair

Christian Meditation (meeting in person)

We are a non-denominational group
welcoming everyone. Christian Meditation is
a modern name for a form of contemplative
prayer practised in early Christian monastic
communities and found also in all the major
faith traditions.
Please contact John Dennison 722599 or
email 1johndennison@gmail.com for more
information. 2pm URC Vestry

4 Saturday

Church Stretton Repair Café

Please bring along broken household items
including electrical goods, clothing and
small pieces of furniture. The item must be
something that one person can carry and is
safe to repair.
See main Stretton Climate Care article for
more information.
10am-12noon Scout Hut

Sit and Knit at CS Library

Fancy a go at knitting? Come along to
our friendly knit and natter session. Bring
needles/wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library

CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club

Come and enjoy an informal evening of
dance and socialising. All abilities welcome,
with or without a partner.
Info from Christine: 723386
8-11pm SHI
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6 Monday

Christian Meditation (online via Zoom)

Royal British Legion ‘Drink & Chat’ Hour

If you are ex Service or have a connection
to the Services and would like to join us, do
come along and say hello. We hope this will
be a regular gathering on the first Monday of
each month. (Note: we buy our own drinks)
5.30pm King’s Arms, SY6 6BY

7 Tuesday

Yoga Class at SHI (term-time only)

£8 per session. Open to all. There is plenty of
room in the hall.
Call David Hedge: 07870 936889
10-11.30am SHI

U3A Writers 2 (Tues Group)

10 Friday

Tai Chi with Marc Lacey

9am/10.30am (see Fri 3rd for details)

U3A Writers Group 1 (Fri)
With Lesley Dench
10am-12 noon CS Library

2021 AGM of Stretton Focus Limited
10.30am SHI

Christian Meditation (meeting in person)
2pm (see Fri 3rd for details)

Pub Night at Westhope

With Jenny O’Shea
2-4pm CS Library

Eastern Mystique Dance with Angela Ellis

Dance class based on a fusion of belly dance
and other dance styles.
Strengthen your core muscles while
shimmying! 5.30pm and 7pm Mayfair

8 Wednesday

Long Mynd Camera Club

Our 2021/2022 season will hopefully start
this evening and meetings will continue on a
fortnightly basis. See this month’s article for
more information.
For latest info, please visit the website:
www.longmyndcameraclub.com
7.30pm URC

9 Thursday

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
10am (see Thurs 2nd for details)

Yoga at Westhope

10.30am (see Thurs 2nd for details)

CS Bridge Club

1-5pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

Local & Family History Session

1-4pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers
2pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

Marmaladies WI

8pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

This month we have a basket weaving
demonstration by Sophie, followed by
each of us making a willow wreath to be
decorated later in the year. All materials
available on the night.
We welcome new members to join us
for creative, informative and discussion
sessions. Info: Carol: 07803 581580 or email
carol.greswell@gmail.com
7.30pm Mayfair

Regular event, usually on the 2nd Friday of
each month.
7pm Westhope VH, SY7 9JL

11 Saturday

CS Amnesty Street Collection

This year, the annual Amnesty International
street collection will also be collecting
clothes for refugees.
We particularly need young men’s clothing
(age 18-30): t-shirts, hoodies, etc. If you miss
the collection and have clothing you would
like to donate, contact: csamnesty@outlook.
com

Drop-In Council Surgery

This will be a regular event with Councillor
Hilary Luff, on the second Saturday of each
month.
10am-12 noon CS Library

Rummage Sale

A good, old-fashioned rummage sale, in aid
of the village hall. Tea, coffee and homemade
cakes will also be available.
We welcome donations which can be
dropped off at the hall on 1st and 8th
September between 10am and 12 noon or
other times by arrangement.
Call Betty on 07860 447 397
10am-1pm Westhope VH, SY7 9JL

Sit and Knit at CS Library

10am (see Sat 4th for details)

12 Sunday

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

Wildlife walk at Severn Valley Country Park.
Led by Don Bannister.
Café or picnic lunch. Walk fee: £2
www.rspbsouthshropshire.com
10am Meet in car park. (charge £2.30)
(SO 745 831)
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What’s On continued
13 Monday

Carer Drop-in Event

Stretton Cancer Support Group Meeting

We are pleased to recommence our regular
‘second Monday of the month’ meetings. We
welcome anyone who has been affected by
cancer in any way.
For more information contact
Lesley McIntyre: 723427 or
Rosemary Williets: 722112
2.30pm Jubilee room, Mayfair
Our fortnightly whist drives are back and
we look forward to welcoming all our whist
players. Please bring along family and friends
who would enjoy a game of whist. Info from
Amie: 07486414742 or Betty: 07860447397
7.30pm Westhope VH, SY7 9JL

14 Tuesday

Yoga Class at SHI (term-time only)
10am (see Tues 7th for details)

Eastern Mystique Dance with Angela Ellis
5.30pm/7pm (see Tues 7th for details)

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

Illustrated talk by Gary Slaytor: ‘Raptors of
Lake Vyrnwy’
Members: £2 Visitors: £5
Enquiries to Carol: 07807 068304
www.rspbsouthshropshire.com
7.30pm Culmington VH, SY8 2DA

15 Wednesday

A full day visit to the Dorothy Clive Garden.
Garden Club members have priority if the
trip is over-subscribed. Any queries or
bookings please contact Wendy on 722844
or email: wendylee874@btinternet.com
Pick up and drop off by the Methodist
Church and from Beaumont Road.
9.30am start

16 Thursday

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
10am (see Thurs 2nd for details)

Local & Family History Session

1-4pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

Christian Meditation (online via Zoom)

17 Friday

Lucy Aphramor Nutrition Talk

An informal session with local dietician
Lucy. Set to be a regular event on the last
Thursday of the month, Lucy’s first topic is
‘Understanding comfort eating’
Donations to the library.
10.30-11.30am CS Library Tel: 722535

Yoga at Westhope

10.30am (see Thurs 2nd for details)

CS Bridge Club

1-5pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

Tai Chi with Marc Lacey

Local & Family History Session

Christian Meditation (meeting in person)

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers

Stretton Climate Care Special Event

Christian Meditation (online via Zoom)

9am/10.30am (see Fri 3rd for details)
2pm (see Fri 3rd for details)

‘Food for a Healthy Planet’ with introduction,
four short presentations and questions. See
main item for details. Free for members, £5
to non-members.
info@strettonclimatecare.co.uk
7-9pm SHI

18 Saturday

Sit and Knit at CS Library

10am (see Sat 4th for details)

CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club
8pm (see Sat 4th for details)

All Stretton Weekly Dance Evening

We shall be dancing again, slowly and
carefully and would welcome both former
and new dancers to our weekly dance
evening. Tuition and partners provided.
No previous knowledge needed, just a
willingness to have a go.
Contact 722107
7:30-9:30pm All Stretton VH

21 Tuesday

Yoga Class at SHI (term-time only)
10am (see Tues 7th for details)

10.30am (see Thurs 2nd for details)
1-5pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

2pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

20 Monday

CS Gardening Club Outing

CS Bridge Club

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers

8pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

Westhope Whist Drive

Yoga at Westhope

Co-hosted by Shaz Malins of MAYSI and
Lisa Wright of the Alzheimer’s Society, this
is set to be a regular event, held on the 3rd
Thursday of the month.
2-3.30pm HWBC

U3A Writers 2 (Tues Group)
With Jenny O’Shea
2-4pm CS Library

Eastern Mystique Dance with Angela Ellis
5.30pm/7pm (see Tues 7th for details)

23 Thursday

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
10am (see Thurs 2nd for details)

1-4pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)
2pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

8pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

24 Friday

Tai Chi with Marc Lacey

9am/10.30am (see Fri 3rd for details)

U3A Writers Group 1 (Fri)
With Lesley Dench
10am-12 noon CS Library

Christian Meditation (meeting in person)
2pm (see Fri 3rd for details)

Bingo Night at Westhope Village Hall

Licensed bar and there is always great fun to
be had. Eyes down 7.30pm.
Regular event 4th Friday of the month.
Westhope VH, SY7 9JL

25 Saturday

Sit and Knit at CS Library

10am (see Sat 4th for details)

Mayfair Quiz and Platter Night

Mike McGarry will be asking the questions
with support from Ken Willis. Prizes plus a
raffle. Max of 6 to a team. Licensed bar and
platters supplied by Sylvia. Tickets are £15 pp
and can be booked in person or by phoning
Mayfair Reception.
7.30pm Mayfair

Shropshire Chamber Orchestra Concert

Conducted by Paul Kelly, the concert
will feature soloists performing baroque
concertos, followed by a new work written by
local composer Paul Henley and finish with
‘Serenade for Strings’ by Josef Suk. Tickets:
adults £10, children free. Pay on the door.
7.30pm St Laurence’s
Continued overleaf...
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What’s On continued
CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club

Local & Family History Session

27 Monday

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers

8pm (see Sat 4th for details)

All Stretton Weekly Dance Evening

Former and new dancers welcome to this
lively social evening, where tuition and
support is available. No previous knowledge
needed, so why not come and give it a go?
Contact 722107
7:30-9:30pm All Stretton VH

Westhope Whist Drive

7.30pm (see Monday 13th for details)

28 Tuesday

Yoga Class at SHI (term-time only)
10am (see Tues 7th for details)

Eastern Mystique Dance with Angela Ellis
5.30pm/7pm (see Tues 7th for details)

30 Thursday

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
10am (see Thurs 2nd for details)

Yoga at Westhope

10.30am (see Thurs 2nd for details)

CS Bridge Club

1-5pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

1-4pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)
2pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

Christian Meditation (online via Zoom)
8pm (see Thurs 2nd for details)

What’s On in Early October
5 Tuesday
Engaging Issues Talk (via Zoom)

Our 17th season starts with guest speaker
Paul Parker: ‘Here We Stand’ – a perspective
on faith, protest and change, and the links
between what we believe and the actions
we take.
Full details of the programme and our
speakers can be found on our website www.
engagingissues.org.uk

7 Thursday

Night Out at the Horne

We are delighted to welcome you back to
the SHI for this first event in our Autumn
programme, featuring Kathryn Roberts and
Sean Lakeman in their ‘On Reflection Tour’.
Tickets are £15, from CS Town Council office
or online at www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
Contact: Mike Walker on 720132
7.30pm SHI

Key to Abbreviations/Addresses:

CMV – Carding Mill Valley
CS – Church Stretton
CS Library – Church Street, SY6 6DQ Tel:
722535
CS School – Shrewsbury Rd, SY6 6EX
Tel: 722209
St. Laurence’s Church/CS Parish Centre –
Church St, SY6 6DQ
Mayfair – Mayfair Community Centre,
Easthope Rd, SY6 6BL. Tel: 722077
HWBC – Health and Well Being Centre, next
to Mayfair, SY6 6BL
Methodist Church – Watling St South, SY6
7BG
SHI – Silvester Horne Institute,
High St, SY6 6BY. Tel: c/o CS Town Council
Office 722113
URC – United Reformed Church, High St,
SY6 6BY
VH – Village Hall
Contact Numbers – only numbers OUTSIDE
the CS dialling code area (01694) will include
the full number.

What’s On in the Strettons

I

t’s good to see the Strettons opening up following the
easing of Covid restrictions, with Clubs and Societies
and other activities being able to hold live events once
again.
The What’s On published monthly in the Stretton Focus
will inform and assist our readers to organise their diaries
and plan their activities.
I am pleased to announce that What’s On is now
available for free on our website www.strettonfocus.co.uk. It
can be found under Events and clicking on the relevant date
brings up the details for all events for that date.
In addition to the monthly Events schedule, all late
additions or alterations to the monthly plan will be

updated on the website as
notified to Focus by the
relevant organisation.
We hope this service will be helpful generally and
the more so as organisers attempt to get going again in
coordination with other local happenings.
We would ask all organisers of activities/events to
continue to notify the editor@strettonfocus.co.uk regarding
both the monthly schedule and any late changes or
additions.
Richard Fillenham
Chairman, Stretton Focus

Focus AGM
The 2021 Annual General Meeting of
Stretton Focus Limited will take place on
Friday 10th September 2021 at 10.30 a.m.
at the Silvester Horne Institute.
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Tandem Parachute Jump

C

ongratulations to Sue Mabbutt who finally
met her big challenge and did a tandem
parachute jump at the end of July. It was
early in 2020 that she began fund-raising for Rare
Dementia Support and she managed to raise over
£3,500 with a series of events.
The finale was supposed to be her Big Leap Year
Leap, but Covid came along and all plans were put
on hold. As her disease progressed, we wondered if
she would be able to do it, but she did and the grin
of delight on her face was worth the wait! You can see
a video of the whole thing on YouTube at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2xy-uvZSDY&t=72s
This marks the end of a stage in Sue’s long road
through early onset dementia, but she is determined
to take on new challenges, so stay tuned! If you want
to add your support to this worthwhile cause which
helps younger people live with their diagnosis of rare
dementia you can do so through the National Brain Appeal.
Their website can be found at: www.nationalbrainappeal.org

Once again, thanks to all who supported Sue.
Clive Mabbutt and Joan Arnfield

Are you a Good Neighbour?

A

t the 2011 census, the population of the Strettons
was 4,671. How remarkable, therefore, that this
relatively small community of ours should support
143 separate clubs and societies: clubs and societies that
range from T’ai Chi to Traidcraft, from Climate Care to
Cubs, from Guiding to Gliding.
Good Neighbours is another of these local groups.
Formed 53 years ago, we operate 365 days a year, delivering
Mayfair Meals around the Strettons and driving local
residents to medical appointments throughout the West
Midlands. We also help run the Thursday Lunch Club at
Ley Gardens which, although currently suspended, we hope
to re-open in the Autumn. But we can keep this show on
the road only with the support of a trusty and willing band
of volunteers. Will you join the Good Neighbours team?
Do you have a few hours to spare each month as a:
Driver – on average, drivers are asked to make two
trips each month. Local or further afield, the choice is
yours.

Home-based driver co-ordinator – usually one day a
month.
Member of a two-person Mayfair Meals delivery team
– two hours a month.
Helper at the Thursday Lunch Club – you decide the
frequency.
We work on the principle that, as volunteers, we do
what we can, when we can, and for as long as we wish to do
so.
If you would like to join us or simply find out more...
Call us on 01694 724242
Email us at csgoodneighbours@gmail.com
Visit our website at churchstrettongoodneighbours.org.uk
Guy Sjögren

T

he Plan Steering Group is now putting together the draft of the
Plan, including an Action Plan with proposals.
Given the continuing uncertainties around Covid, we
have decided that further consultation with the community must be
online. We will put the draft on our website and will then ask residents
to comment. We will then make any necessary adjustments before
publishing the final Plan. We hope that as many people as possible will
find time to read the draft and let us know what they think.
Please look out for the notification (via Focus, Community
Messaging, Town Council website).
David Howard
Chair, CLP Steering Group

Stretton Focus
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Cryptic Crossword by Stan Yelds
Explore 19 26 finding answers (some
singly, some in combination) referencing its
designer and four locations.
Across
1. Local man excitedly receives first in a
mahjong win (4,10)
9. Nine cracks merge together – the result
of too much sun? (4,6)
10. Put under pressure, very quietly
admitting “I’m not sure” (4)
11. Man I see entering Mass (6)
12. 15 – application and method (8)
13. Woman in audition the hair of a
guardian spirit (8)
16. Dimwits regularly find ripostes (6)
18. Greek and Italian eight meet in cave (6)
20. He and I, for example, are constituents (8)
22. Wide-ranging movement to elect ICC (8)
24. Other with wise finally – otherwise –
indicates otherness (6)
26. Court defendant’s first deal, perhaps (4)
27. Passing reviews for old piece with posh
stars (10)
28. Deploy foreign warhead for destruction
of location (3,7,4)
Down
2. Tory icon hid king (3,4)
3. A fraction concealed by man in Thirsk (5)
4. Frighten marines-style (5)
5. Source of energy for a fast breeder (7,8)
6. Song – hit after bombing (9)
7. Suggest beheading in a painless way (5)
8. Olympic competitor seen on the floor, between bars (7)
14. After deductions get 10 back (3)
15. Leading act-or makes entrance (5,4)
17. Industrious chef energetically starts to decorate cake (3)
19. Ministers place page on the right lines (7)
21. Missile roped to wreck (7)
23. Do new renovation with grant (5)
24. Only part of poncho useful for shelter (5)
25. Expedition goes around Hungary to find insect (5)
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August’s Solution
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certiﬁed Fitness Instructor

Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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Mayfair
A message from the Chair of Trustees
or well over a year, Mayfair’s Board of Trustees have
been itching to hold an annual general meeting.
We had to miss last year’s because of Covid, and
important changes to the Board since then meant it was
high time we sought our Members’ approval. Now that so
many of us are familiar with the ‘virtual’ meeting we were
able to invite Members to join us online for an AGM on
22nd July. I think it’s fair to say it was a ‘virtual’ success!
In the last year four giants of Mayfair have stepped
down from the Board – Sue Wood, David Oliver,
Meg Bacon and Jeni Fitzpatrick. All four have played
a tremendous part in making Mayfair the incredible
community asset it is today. I am very glad to say that they
will all continue to play an active part in Mayfair’s everyday
workings.
Members approved the appointment of Helen Vaughan,
Paul Richmond and myself to the Board, and we now
join long-standing trustees Claire Riley-Walsh (Company
Secretary and Vice Chair), Alan Fox, Richard Elliott, David
Howard and Ben Hilliard (Treasurer).
In his report of the accounts Ben Hilliard confirmed
that Mayfair has been able to weather the financial ravages
of the pandemic and we are in a strong position to bounce
back from what was certainly a most precarious position.
This reassuring news is directly attributable to the incredibly
generous donations, grants and legacies received during
2020 for which we are so grateful.
The last year has been difficult for so many. We
at Mayfair were glad to be able to make an important
contribution to the community during such worrying and
difficult times. Our staff and incredible volunteers deserve
huge credit for their flexibility, resilience, and sheer hard
work throughout 2020 and the twists and turns so evident
this year too.
Meredith Vivian

F

Sitting in on the AGM from home
Senior Golfers Club Together
Back in January, we were very gratified when incoming
Seniors Captain of Church Stretton Golf Club, Peter
Freegard, decided to make Mayfair the charity of his year in
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office. The Seniors’ main fundraising event is the Seniors’
Open, which was held in July. The event was won by Mike
Foss and Glyn Hughes – though perhaps the real winners
were Mayfair, with £1,000 being raised from entrance fees
and a raffle.
Nicola Daniels, Mayfair’s Chief Officer, attended
the Seniors’ Competition Day in August, where she was
formally handed a cheque made out to Strettons Mayfair
Trust. Of the donation, she said: “We are so grateful that
the Golf Club chose Mayfair to receive the funds raised
from this special event. It is the support of local people
and organisations, like the Golf Club, that help us provide
support and services for the community.”

Nicola receives the cheque from Seniors Captain Peter Freegard
Quiz and Platter Night
On Saturday 25th September, we will be testing your
brainpower and tempting your tastebuds with our Quiz and
Platter Night. Mike McGarry will be asking the questions
and the inimitable Ken Willis will be giving his support.
With a maximum of six people to a team, there will be
prizes for the winners and more chances to win with a raffle
during the evening. There will be a licensed bar and we’re
sure a highlight will be the sumptuous platters supplied by
Sylvia.
Tickets are £15 per person and can be booked in person
or by phoning Mayfair Reception on 01694 722077. Any
allergies or dietary requirements should be indicated at the
point of booking.
Running for Mayfair
Next month will see the inaugural Church Stretton 10k.
Billed as one of the most scenic closed road 10k races in
the UK, this event on Sunday 24th October is an exciting
addition to the Church Stretton calendar. Tickets went
on sale in April, but we have four places to give away
to enthusiastic Mayfair supporters. If you’re interested
in running for Mayfair, give us a call or let us know at
information@mayfaircentre.org.uk. All that we ask is that
you commit to getting sponsorship and raising in excess of
£100 for Mayfair. We’ll be behind you every step of the way.
We will allocate the places on Monday 20th September.
Already got your ticket? You can still support us! Get in
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touch for a supporter pack. For more information about the
race, see www.ukacgroup.com
Get moving with Mayfair
This September – after a strange year of stopping, starting
and moving classes outside – we’re looking forward to
welcoming all of our dance and exercise tutors back to
Mayfair. Classes will be held in well-ventilated rooms, with
adequate spacing and in some cases operating with reduced
numbers. It’s also worth remembering that movement
and exercise improve immune function as well as physical
fitness. So, what are you waiting for? Get moving.
Mayfair’s dance classes are led by Angela Ellis. Dancing
is a great way to improve coordination, increase physical
confidence and have fun. Eastern Mystique is based on a fusion
of belly dance and other dance styles. Strengthen your core
muscles while shimmying on Tuesday evenings, with classes at
5.30pm and 7pm. On Wednesday evenings, Angela will lead
you to dance freely to a variety of music. Angela’s Just Dance is
held at 6pm and again at 7.15pm. Dance to your ability while
strengthening core muscles and improving balance.

Tai Chi with Marc Lacey will also return to Mayfair in
September. Tai chi or ‘Taiji Quan’ involves moving through
a series of specific postures at a slow constant pace, without
tension in the body or limbs. These gentle exercises
improve balance and coordination, strengthen muscles, and
soothes and relaxes the mind and body. Classes take place
on Friday mornings, at 9am and 10.30am.
For availability or more information on any of the
classes listed, call Mayfair on 01694 722077.
Carer Drop-in
On Thursday 16th September, 2-3.30pm, we will be
holding the first of our carer drop-in events in the Health
and Wellbeing Centre. Co-hosted by Shaz Malins of
MAYSI and Lisa Wright of the Alzheimer’s Society, this
is set to be a regular event, held on the third Thursday of
every month.

Mayfair Lottery Results
June
£100

565

£50

166

£20

33

£10

138

£100

543

£50

511

£20

86

£10

63

July

Dancing is a great way to keep fit, improve coordination and
increase physical confidence
A new yoga teacher, Liz Curtis, will be running the
Monday evening Yoga classes, welcoming all abilities to
work on core strength, flexibility, and stamina in a peaceful
and relaxing atmosphere, with a beginners’ class at 5.15pm
and intermediates at 7pm. Mary Reilly’s Gentle Yoga classes
will restart at Mayfair from 21st September, 10.30 am to 12
noon. Mary’s Chair Yoga classes are held on Wednesdays,
at 10.30 to 11.45 am. These sessions are especially good for
those with limited mobility or who are looking for a gentler
yoga practice, but still want to work on their coordination,
balance, and posture.
Another gentle exercise class is Extend. Led by Hannah
Litschmann on Thursday mornings (at 9.45 and 11am), this
class takes place to music and aims to mobilise the joints
and to improve circulation, balance, and coordination,
while having fun and fellowship. Upright and Active with
Wendy Southorn on Tuesdays at 11am is also designed
to maintain strength, promote health, and posture, and
increase mobility and coordination. This course will keep
you supple, mentally alert, and build on social skills to
enable you to lead an independent lifestyle.
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Trivia Corner No 214
by Ken Willis Answers on page 59

1. Who is described as Little in the title of a
Charles Dickens novel?
2. Who wrote Treasure Island & Kidnapped?
3. A painting that is achromatic lacks what?
4. What is the name of the dog, one of Enid
Blyton’s Famous Five?
5. Who wrote The Count of Monte Cristo &
The Three Muskateers?
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URC Voice
Learning to Meet Again
an we recognise one another again in the
supermarket, acknowledge a passing stranger in the
street? Can we accept that for a time some may wear
a mask whilst others don’t, but not feel separated from one
another? And can we sing again together, without anxiety?
I like watching the travels of Michael Palin and Simon
Reeves who seem to be able to engage across cultures, in
different and sometimes hostile places. They both tap into
an ancient human need to give hospitality to strangers. In
the world from which most religions alive today emerged, it
is a sacred obligation and a blessing. The stranger brought
trade, news, ideas. We see this in the gospels written out of
a Mediterranean mix of cultures and from Jesus, the Jewish
teacher, prophet, enabler, as reflected in the stories and his
critique of the civil leadership of the day.
The Latin word hostis means guest, stranger and enemy
and is the root for our words – guest, host, hospitality,
and hostage. Similarly, the Greek word: xenia blends
solicitude and indebtedness but from which comes our
word xenophobia, the fear of strangers. The idea of clergy
living in a vicarage which serves both as a family home and
a refuge, at times for strangers, has this within it.
You can see the ambivalence, anxiety and tension
there is in all this, and at the present time the hardening of
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attitudes to immigrants. When Greek islanders
gave food and shelter to people arriving in
dinghies from war-torn Syria or Afghanistan,
they were following the ancient contract of
what you do for strangers. What happens in that practical
action is that you immediately remove the fear and hostility
from the situation; their story is told and a way is opened
up to seek longer term solutions.
We can only do this when we feel safe enough in
ourselves. In modern society we barely need to speak to
strangers when we have a phone to tap in our pin and
password and key in our credit card number, or just scan
‘contactless’ – an interesting metaphor of our times. The
absence of banks, social distancing and the lockdown of
public social places has made this digital world our real world.
But we are quite hungry now and we need what humans
have always needed – connection. We want relationship,
however fleeting; special people to whom we feel a
belonging; and social solidarity, from which we can trust the
wider community and engage again.
There is a long human story of encountering and
welcoming strangers, and when they come together in a
generous and openly interested spirit, on balance good
things happen.
Noel Beattie

South Shropshire Inter Faith
Living in the Mystery – Between Head and Heart
member of the South Shropshire Inter Faith (SSIF),
Jan Arriens has just written a highly unusual book.
Entitled Living in the Mystery – Between Head and
Heart, the book explores the paranormal and mystical
experiences so many of us have – experiences that take us
into a different state of being, but are unable to explain. On
the basis of happenings in his own life and in the lives of
people he knows, including prisoners facing execution, Jan
looks at the validity and significance of such experiences.
A major theme is the tension between experience and
scepticism that has played such a big part in Jan’s life. He
explores the mystery at the heart of our existence, examining
whether seemingly unexplainable experiences suggest a
different, perhaps greater order of knowing from scientific
proof.
Jan is of Dutch parents but was born in this country
in 1943 before the family moved to New Zealand
and Australia. He obtained a doctorate in sociology at
Cambridge University and then had a 10-year career in the
Australian diplomatic service, taking him to Kuala Lumpur,
Jakarta, Bonn and Brussels. After moving to this country
and setting up as a freelance translator, he founded the
charity LifeLines, which supports prisoners under sentence
of death in the United States, in 1988. He also came to
Quakerism around this time. Jan moved from Cambridge to
Bishop’s Castle in 2009 (and likes it much better here!).
One of the experiences concerns Mike Lambrix, who
spent 33 years on death row in Florida before eventually
being executed in 2017. He and Jan corresponded for 26 of
those years. At one point, Mike’s lawyers fouled up and he
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was given an execution date. Early in the morning on the
day in question he awoke from a troubled slumber to find
his cell flooded with light. As Mike put it, it was a light and
it was not a light; it was without him
and within him; and he could see it and
not see it. The two guards appointed
to watch over him noticed nothing
at all. The experience totally changed
Mike’s outlook on life and brought him
a peace of mind that was to last him
until the end. Jan encountered similar
experiences among prisoners in this country when working
as a prison chaplain some 20 years ago.
Prof. Roger Bartlett, now in Cambridge but until
recently of Ludlow, has described the book as “a challenging
meditation, beautifully structured and written, finely
balanced between the personal and the broader narrative.”
Jan says that, paradoxically, lockdown gave him a spur
to complete the book. Over the years he had accumulated a
mass of material but could never see his way clear to forging
it together into a book. That was always something he
would do tomorrow! But with lockdown it became a case
of now or never. At last a clear structure emerged and the
material fell into place.
Jan gave a talk about the book to the SSIF on 30th June.
Copies of the book are available from our local bookshop,
or may be obtained from Jan by emailing him on jarriens@
globalnet.co.uk
Noel Beattie
South Shropshire Inter Faith
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Longmynd
Private Hire
Local Pick-ups
Long and Short journeys
Airport Transfers
Contract Work
Any Job Considered
PRE-BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Call: 01694 722472
Email: longmynd_limo@
btinternet.com
Established 20 years
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Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Built In/Freestanding
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677
14
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Recipe of the month – Meatballs any which way

T

his is a wonderful recipe which, as is my norm, can
be varied numerous ways to create endless meal
options throughout the seasons. Use whatever mince
you fancy and vegetables that are in season and serve with
salad or further veg or just as a one dish meal for ease. Here
I used lamb mince and mint in my meatballs but you could
use pork mince and add apples to your mix or beef and add
a little grated horseradish and parsley. You can add some
breadcrumbs to loosen the texture and make your meat go a
little further.
I simply love to prepare whatever veg I have in the
fridge: mix with fresh herbs, toss them in a little good
quality olive oil, season and then bake in a hot oven for 40
minutes or so. A great addition to any protein and delicious
eaten hot or cold (I make extra on purpose). You could add
in some diced halloumi cheese and/or a tin of chickpeas or
other beans to the veg for a complete veggie meal. One of
Mr Heidi’s favourites is to add a couple of seasoned fresh
mackerel fillets, oiled skin side up, on top of the veg for
the last 5-10 minutes of cooking time (depending on oven
temperature). Food heaven and with very little effort.
Serves 4
Ingredients
1 tbsp cumin seeds
1 tbsp coriander seeds
500g mince of choice
½ onion finely chopped
2 garlic cloves
1 egg, beaten
2 tbsps fresh herbs – use half this if using dried
8 or so new potatoes cut into chunks
8 shallots peeled
1 aubergine cut into chunks
2 courgettes – thickly sliced
1 green pepper cut into chunks
250g tomatoes cut into quarters – or use cherry
tomatoes
1 tbsp olive oil
2-3 tbsp natural yogurt to serve
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Method
Heat oven to 200 deg C, Fan 180 deg, Gas 6
Toast whole spices in a dry frying pan for a minute or so
until fragrant. Do watch them though as they can burn very
quickly. Grind in a pestle and mortar.
In a bowl combine mince, onion, garlic, egg, herbs, half
the ground spices, seasoning and any meatball additions to
suit your mince flavour. Mix well and shape into balls – this
should make around 12-14.
Gently brown these in a dry frying pan – enough fat
will come out of the meat to prevent sticking.
Assemble all your veg into a deep baking dish, drizzle
with the oil, remaining spices and seasoning and mix well.
Sit the meatballs on top and roast in the oven for 25-30
minutes.
Remove from oven and serve with a yogurt drizzle
loosened with a small dash of milk.
With lamb mince add mint to garnish, mix a little
more horseradish (I love it) with the yogurt for beef, some
pomegranate seeds or redcurrants would work well to
garnish pork mince.
Heidi

Church Stretton and District
Gardening Club

I

think and hope restrictions will continue to be eased
and we can all meet again safely.
I expect like me, you are looking forward to the
Dorothy Clive outing on Wednesday, 15th September.
I have been twice before at a different time in the year,
and the garden is always lovely. Hope the sun shines for
us.
The Silvester Horne Institute is opening again in
October so we hope to be able to have our meeting with
speaker, on Tuesday 26th October. It will be good to
meet again, obviously complying with any restrictions in
place at the time.
Autumn will be with us by then and a busy time
ahead in the garden.
Eve Dapling
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A Quaker Voice

I

t was in 2002 that the World Council of Churches
responded to the appeal of the Leaders of the Churches
in Jerusalem and Palestine for peace-seeking people to
accompany the Palestinian people in their tragedy at the
hands of the Israeli Military.
In response the Council of Churches set up ‘The
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine
and Israel’ (EAPPI). More than 20 countries responded.
In London, it was Quakers who took responsibility for
recruiting and preparing about a dozen men and women
from Britain and Northern Ireland to serve for periods of
three months.
When I volunteered in 2007 there were about 30 of us
in all. We lived in teams of three in various locations. My
two colleagues were women, one from Norway and one
from Germany. After a day or two, the ladies decided that it
would be best if I did the washing up!
We lived in a village of about 3,500 people on the West
Bank. This area had been known as the ‘bread basket’ of
Palestine. The villagers were fenced off from their farms by a
Military Road. Our primary responsibility was to be present
when the gates were opened early in the morning for about
two hours, and again in the evening, to allow those farmers
who had permits – issued by the military – to go to their
lands.
I visited the Boys’ School in the village. Having
been a teacher I wanted to make contact. As Ecumenical
Accompaniers, we were still learning how to connect with
the young teenagers there. Girls are tucked away at home.
The boys in the street are often loud and excitable; they
want to make contact but do not seem to know how to go
about it.
Heading for the school I was met by several small
groups of lads who stopped to talk. Struggling with their
little English and my few words of Arabic, after a minute or
two I understood that they had been doing an examination
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and were now going home. They showed me
their question papers. Nearer the school, as
always at examination time, a few torn question
papers littered the sides of the path!
The headmaster received me in his office and then, with
his deputy, we joined other members of the staff, all men,
for “breakfast” in the staff room. The Palestinian food on
offer was a cut above the usual fare in UK staffrooms! I was
invited to partake, and I enjoyed it.
In the most unexpected places – talking with a farmer
waiting to cross to his land, for example – men will refer to
the infamous ‘Balfour Declaration’. You could be forgiven
for not having heard of it, but it is widely known there.
Towards the end of my period of time I was able to
spend a few days in Jerusalem. I travelled by local buses
among the people from the place where I had been staying.
I was towards the back of the bus and, contrary to the
local culture, I was sitting between two young Palestinian
women, one of whom had a young daughter at her other
side. The younger of the two women was not pleased I was
there, but there was no other available seat for me.
In front of me were two bright children, a boy and a
girl. The boy was chatting with me about where I was from
and what I was doing, while his sister, eyes sparkling, looked
on with interest. Just then a man, probably in his late
twenties, stood up to leave the bus. He had been the last to
return from the checkpoint and may have had a hard time
from the soldiers. As he stood up, he turned towards us and
snarled (I can’t think of a better word), “We are suffering
because of your country!” As he went out the young boy
turned towards me, gestured with his hand, and rolling the
“r” said “He is crazy!” I raised my eyebrows. “He is angry,” I
said. “Yes,” repeated the young woman with the child. “He
is angry.”
That is how it was.
Tom Patton

Stretton Cancer Support Group

hroughout the pandemic
Stretton Cancer Support Group
have continued to support our
members by regular phone calls, our
Newsletter, our annual Garden Party in
July and outing to nearby Acton Scott
Hall in August.
We will recommence our monthly
meetings on the second Monday of
September at 2.30pm in the Jubilee
Room at Mayfair. We welcome anyone
who has been affected by cancer in any
way, no matter how long ago, either as a
patient, family member, carer or friend.
For more information contact:
Lesley McIntyre tel. 01694 723427
Rosemary Williets 01694 722112.
Lesley McIntyre
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Stretton Cancer Support Group were able to meet in July for the first time
this year for their annual Garden Party held at Juniper Cottage, the home of
Chairman, Lesley McIntyre.
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Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.

CAROLINE CRUMP

Registered with the H.P.C.

S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

REFLEX THERAPIST

Private Consultations
and Home Visits

"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
R.E. & C.O. ALMAN MPS
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements
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Yews Around the

T

here are probably more notable yews within a 15
mile radius of Church Stretton than in any other
county in England. A notable yew is defined as three
metres in girth and about 300 years old. It maybe they like
the climate in Shropshire or perhaps it’s just because they’ve
not been chopped down, but whatever the reason we should
take particular interest in them as they are special. The
one in Norbury churchyard is regarded as the oldest living
thing in Shropshire. There is a certificate in the church,
countersigned by the botanist David Bellamy, which states
that it is not less than 2,700 years old.
The one at Church Preen is claimed to be 1,500 years
old and that at Clun churchyard over 2,000, though
nothing can be proved. I’m not by any means a qualified
arboriculturist but it does seem there is much fascination
and mystery in the yew.
But we do not know for certain how old these ancient
trees really are. By dendrochronology it is found they grow
at the rate of about one centimetre per year, though this
varies 50% either way. Yews at Penkridge Hall, by the
Lawley, planted in 1509 are only now three metres. I have
measured stems recently cut at Acton Scott (dead trees)
of 1.1 metres girth which are 152 years old. After three
metres the rate of growth may slow down to perhaps half a
metre per century. Later still it can speed up with increased
weight. When it becomes hollow, growth slows down again
with decreased weight and thereafter of course rings cannot
be counted. Large hollow trees with reduced canopy have
been measured to grow only 0.1 metre per century. So how
old could be the six metre one in Batch Valley, All Stretton?
Possibly over 700 years as it lies in poor upland soil. It’s
worth seeing, a fine healthy specimen, just below the Golf
Course, a relic from the Middle Ages. Due to their great age
the subject has been studied in detail: The Growth Rate of
Taxus baccata – Tony Hindson.

Will measures the 152 year old trunk
Ancient peoples, Druids, Celts and Christians alike,
believed them to have mystical powers. There is hardly a
churchyard without yews. Holly
(and Juniper) were the only other
evergreens at that time; the pines,
spruces, cypresses, firs and laurels
all having been imported into this
country in the last few centuries.
They believed the yew to be
immortal, and they were probably
right. Scientists now explain it is
because the yew wood, unlike other
woods, is virtually impervious to
infection from its dead heartwood
and old bark (which re-grows).
Without the existence of science,
ancients had their explanation in
spiritual and superstitious beliefs.
The poisonous nature of yew
made them wary and respectful.
Shakespeare chose it as a poison
in Macbeth for the Witches’ magic
brew:
“Gall of goat and slips of yew,
Silver’d in the moon’s eclipse…”

Six metre Yew at Batch Valley
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Watch Out!
Horseflies About

Long Mynd

Yewtree Batch
The yews around the Longmynd have provided some
of us with interesting objectives while out walking in the
past year. Yewtree Batch has a fine pair of 4.2 metres and
3.3 metres specimens no doubt giving the batch its name.
As well as the one already mentioned in Batch Valley there
are a pair either side of the path leading over to Cwmdale
3.1 metres each. On the Asterton to Plowden road there is a
spectacular six metre yew with magnificent canopy as well as
a pair of rather ragged five metre ones just up the road and
a four metre one in the garden of Hill Cottage. They may
be remnants from when the Longmynd was largely wooded
before the 17th century. There’s a three metre one by the
Millennium Path and two in the garden of the Ragleth
Inn, and a group of five by the pond in Rectory Wood all
around three metres. In the churchyards surrounding the
Longmynd huge ancient yews are to be found. Church
Stretton – 4.3 metres; Ratlinghope – 5.5 metres and two
others of three metres; Myndtown – 4.4 metres; Wentnor
– three of 3.5 metres; Acton Scott – over ten trees some
over seven metres. Their age, like the distance of the stars, is
difficult for us to believe, though the latter can be measured
with more certainty!
Due to their dense evergreen canopy yews provide
excellent habitat for birds all year round. Look out for
Goldcrest nesting there. Raven are seen feeding on the
berries of yews on the Longmynd, together with migrating
Fieldfare and Redwing. The red berries are sweet and
scented, but they have to take care not to crunch up the
stones which are poisonous!
So next time you need to plant a hedge, instead of
Leyland Cypress, plant Yew. Slow growing? Relax, you’ll get
a classic indigenous hedge in three or four years. And it’s
immortal!
Will Priestley
Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group member
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I

’d been trying to identify a pair of these large flying
insects for several days as they visited our pond, dipping
down occasionally for a quick sip of water.
Then one of them crash-landed and drowned, so I was
able to get a closer look and photograph it. It’s a female
dark giant horsefly, and it’s certainly well named, being a
whopping 2.5cm/1 inch in length and reportedly the largest
fly in the UK.
Goodness, the everyday horseflies are bad enough, I
dread to think what a bite from this monster would be like.
Apparently, the female can be identified by the narrow band
between the eyes, whereas the male has close-set eyes. And
yes, it’s the female that wants a feast of blood to nourish her
eggs. Yikes!
Nick Reilly
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UNICEF
United Nations Children’s Fund
UNICEF works in over 190 countries and territories to
save children’s lives, to defend their rights, and to help
them fulfil their potential, from early childhood through
adolescence. We never give up.
All children have the right to survive and thrive. Yet
children and adolescents still face significant challenges
surviving past infancy and developing to their full potential.
In 2019, 6.1 million children and young adolescents
died, mostly from preventable causes. Children under the
age of five accounted for 5.2 million of these deaths – nearly
half of whom were new-born babies.
In Bangladesh, UNICEF is providing life-saving food
for malnourished children, as well as vaccinating children
against deadly diseases. UNICEF is supplying families in
the camps with safe drinking water and hygiene supplies,
and has set up 2,167 learning centres and more than 70
child-friendly spaces providing distressed and traumatised
children with a safe place to eat, rest, play and receive care.
Fire devastates refugee camps
10-year-old Rezwan and his siblings quickly became
separated in the panic and chaos that followed the massive
fire in the Rohingya refugee camps in Bangladesh in the
afternoon of 22nd March. Flames quickly engulfed shelters,
spreading across four refugee camps and forcing tens of
thousands to flee their homes.
Those who had time grabbed their most important
possessions. Others were lucky to escape with their lives.
Rezwan was reunited with his family.

The day after the tragedy, the ground remained
extremely hot, while the air was heavily polluted and
difficult to breathe. Amidst the devastation and ashes,
stories that bring hope to the Rohingya community began
to emerge.
When 12-year-old Junaid saw UNICEF’s staff on the
ground, he ran to meet them, overcome to see familiar faces
and help arriving from outside the camp.
“We lost everything in the fire. My father and I stayed
with our uncle the night of the fire but we didn’t know what
happened to my two siblings, we were so worried. The next
day we were reunited, we were overjoyed”, said Junaid.
UNICEF is working day and night to meet the needs of
over 680,000 children in Cox’s Bazar.
However, resources are running dangerously low and we
urgently need your support.
For the last two years, more than 900,000 stateless
Rohingya refugees living in the camps of the Cox’s Bazar
district in southeast Bangladesh have focused on survival.
New infrastructure and efforts aimed at providing the
basics of health care, nutrition, and water, sanitation and
hygiene have improved conditions for the children and
families who fled persecution and violence in Myanmar.
But as the refugee crisis drags past the two-year mark,
children and young people are clamouring for more than
survival; they want quality education that can provide a
path to a more hopeful future.
In the past two years, an immense effort by
humanitarian partners including UNICEF has helped
stabilize the situation for Rohingya refugees from Myanmar
who are living in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. But meeting their
day-to-day needs is an ongoing challenge, and so is the task
of providing for their longer-term needs – especially those
related to education. Refugee children and young people are
clamouring for more than survival; they yearn for quality
education and the opportunity to develop skills that can
provide a path to a better future.
UNICEF Appeal this year from 11th-18th September.
There will also be a town centre collection on Saturday
18th 9.00am-13.00pm

Rezwan is shocked to see the debris the morning after a massive fire
spread through the Rohingya refugee camps, devastating thousands
of Rohingya families and children. The fire still burns behind him
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Donations during the week can be made via:
United Nations Association Shropshire
Sort Code: 40-17-23; Account: 508 295 28
All monies will be recorded and sent as a global sum
to UNICEF UK
Or donate on UNICEF website and please reference
it as (Shropshire).
UNAShropshire website: unashropshire.org.uk
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SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP
JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE
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Pétanque Update
The weather didn’t help much in the last two weeks of
July going from extreme heat to soggy days. However a few
hardy souls did ignore the conditions, and enjoyed their
extra time on the piste.
With this form of boules being played worldwide, it
could be part of the Olympic Games in years to come. So
the younger generation should take heed: they may find
that they are good at it. So why not join this revolution?
“Just have a go – have a throw”, as regular player Janet has
advised.
Ken Willis, 01694 328514

The Winners – Graham Jones and Bryan Davison
ince the initial introduction of pétanque to our town,
over 60 people have ‘had a go’ and genuinely enjoyed
the experience. The ladies have been able to hold their
own against the gentlemen, and so the games have become
surprisingly competitive. On one of the days a young
visiting couple from Manchester who were watching the
game, were invited to take part, and the young lady said,
“It’s just like being in France. This has made my day.”
On Wednesday 14th July a group of ‘Old Friends’,
about 20 of them, decided that they would like a
competition day with pétanque. What a day that was! With
each of them having nicknames the banter was brilliant,
with riotous support and excitement from 11am onwards.
Halfway through a semi-final they stopped for lunch,
and by the time the competition was finished, they were
more than grateful for their great day. The eventual ‘Dream
Team’ winners were Graham Jones and Bryan Davison.
A quote from Clive Tonks: “Many thanks for
galvanising our O/F. The unknown not only included
a venue few members were familiar with, but also an
introduction to a game that had always been the reserve of
our French cousins, and Brits enjoying beach holidays with
younger generations. We look forward to more of this.” He
went on to say that “a health warning ought to be on this
game, as it could become quite addictive along with the
food and the beers.”

S
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The Team

Church Stretton Amnesty Street
Collection on Saturday 11th September
The Annual Amnesty International Street Collection will
also, this year, be collecting clothes for refugees. Church
Stretton Churches Together, Inner Wheel and Amnesty have
links with St Chad’s Sanctuary in Birmingham.
We are particularly in need of young men’s clothing (age
18-30), T-shirts, hoodies, etc. If you miss the collection
and have clothing you would like to donate please contact
csamnesty@outlook.com.
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Integral
Gardens
Borders maintenance
Garden maintenance
Garden restoration
Lawn maintenance
Garden design and soft
landscaping
Flowering plants pruning
Wooden structures
Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES
All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning,
hedgecutting, trees, patios,
Pest control, wasps,
moles, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 658060
or 01584 861884
Mob: 07742 945768
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WILLOWBATCH
CARDING MILL VALLEY
A ground ﬂoor, centrally
heated one bedroom self
catering apartment, set in
the beautiful surroundings
of Carding Mill Valley
100 yards past the
National Trust Pavilion.
Please contact Don Rogers
for rates and availability
on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk

Ben Carter
Landscaping, Grounds,
Property Maintenance
Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying
garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs
shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work
Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802
for further information
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Rotary – Young
Heroes Awards Night

O

n Friday 30th July nearly 60 people gathered at
Wistanstow Village Hall to celebrate the results of
a nine months’ search to find the Young Heroes of
the Church Stretton and surrounding area.
Our Rotary Club had asked towards the end of 2020 for
nominations for young people who achieved the following:
“we are looking for examples of bravery or selflessness or
a sustained commitment supporting a family member or
member of the community”.
14 nominations came forward and all proved to be
heroes in their own right.
The 14 were divided into two age categories and after
an arduous process made harder by the Covid restrictions,
involving numerous Zoom interviews and a panel of
selectors the very difficult task of selecting two overall
winners was achieved. The panel did highlight that all the
nominees did deserve great credit.
Every nominee received a prize, a certificate and an
invitation with a parent to the awards dinner.
At the awards dinner, the international footballer Dave
Edwards of Wales, Wolves and Shrewsbury fame presented
the Winners, Hannah Woods (younger age group) and
Poppy Cumberlidge (older age group) with their prizes
which included a significant sum of money, a goody bag,
a trophy and shield. The shields in memory of Rotarians
Colin McIntyre and Len Bolton were presented by their
widows Lesley McIntyre and Linda Bolton.

Rotary Club News

A

s an update to our report in last month’s Focus:
Church Stretton and Welshpool Rotary Clubs
combined to form a team of seven to walk Hadrian’s
Wall over six days towards the end of July.
The team walking the 84 miles consisted of: three
Church Stretton Rotarians – Don Lovejoy (President), Sue
Akers and Pat Lewis; twoWelshpool Rotarians – Phil Owen
(President) and his wife Diana Barlow. Pat’s wife Dilys and
his nephew Tim Crosskey completed the team.

Dave gave an excellent speech on the virtues of our
young people.
A special thank you was made to Peter Burt, the Rotary
Youth Team leader who thought up the project, did all the
organising and worked incredibly hard for nine months to
make the Awards happen.
Nick Jones of Throgmorton Associates also received
thanks for sponsoring the evening and prizes.
Church Stretton Rotary plan to run a further Young
Heroes event in two years’ time.
Don Lovejoy

The team at the finishing line at Bowness-on-Solway
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We would like to say a big “Thank You” to all those
who made contributions and as a result we have raised
over £6,500 (including Gift Aid) for the Mlambe Project,
building schools in Malawi.
Pat Lewis, (seen below on the walk) who is 85,
suggested the walk, as he had previously organised such a
walk 20 years before and wanted to do it again. He planned
the total walk from Wallsend outside Newcastle to Bownesson-Solway to take six days covering the full 84 miles.

Unfortunately, the timing of the walk (July 18-24th)
coincided with the hottest week in the UK for many years
and as a result a tough walk became a real challenge with
exhaustion and blistered feet making life really hard! Despite
this the walk was achieved on schedule and the intrepid
team can be seen at the finishing post. Everyone had fun

D

avid Haigh likens his article to learning from
Socrates and trying to promote an article in a
neutral and factual basis. He thinks he has done so.
I am sure that Thucydides, famous for his impartiality and
evidence gathering, would strongly disagree.
An important subject deserves proper research and an
article should not be based on two out of date and strongly
biased books. Perhaps unwittingly he seems to call all
private schools “Public Schools” as if this old nomenclature
embraced all private education. Much of his article was
written in an emotive and non factual way and had little
to do with education. I have no wish to enter a detailed
criticism but there are some basic facts of which he either is
unaware or wishes to ignore.
1. Private schools are not a British institution. There is
hardly a country in the whole world which does not
have some or many private schools.
2. There is a huge demand for traditional British education
worldwide, particularly in Asia. Why, if British values
and standards are not admired?
3. As of January this year only 54% of state schools were
regularly giving online classes while in the private sector
it was 86%.

Stretton Focus

September 2021

and enjoyed the challenge and had a real sense of pride to
have achieved it despite the conditions.
If you would like to find out about Church Stretton
Rotary membership, an organisation that wants to help
communities and help people to have better lives, contact
Don Lovejoy on 07738 640570 or email me on don@
djlovejoy.co.uk

4. It is a complete fallacy that only the rich can afford
private education. Apart from the many bursaries
and scholarships offered by most private schools (not
“some”, which implies few) there are very many families
who make sacrifices or take out mortgages to pay the
bills.
5. Traditional free grammar schools produced many people
who held “key positions in society”. Their near abolition
was a scandal in the 1960/70s. They should be brought
back.
6. The quality of state schools can be a postcode lottery,
some outstanding others poor. In a free society everyone
should have the right to decide where and how their
children are educated.
Two comments
“How acceptable is it to limit the life-chances of people
who were put through a system on the basis of decisions
made by their parents?”. What does this extraordinary quote
actually mean or imply?
There is not a country in the world which does not have
a “class system”, be it based on birth, wealth or ability but
it is far less in the UK than it was 50 or 100 years ago and
most people recognise that.
Christopher Skeate
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Amateur Gardening in September

I

can’t claim to be a proper gardener, as my friends will
attest, but ‘I know what I like’, as the saying goes.
If there is a bare patch of earth, I’ll look for what’s
available at John Thomas or, at a stretch, one of the garden
centres, and find something to fill it. Sometimes there’ll be
rooted cuttings that I’ve been given by friends. I’m what
you might call an impulsive gardener. Somehow, it seems
to work. Most of the time.
Now, however, we’re on the cusp of autumn and it’s
time to take stock. If your garden is in the Stretton valley,
you probably aren’t troubled too much by the strong
winds that can be a bit of a problem higher up the slopes.
Best not to try delphiniums here next year, though, unless
you’re happy to spend time propping them up with stakes.
Being in the Midlands tends to give Shropshire
more erratic weather patterns than experienced further
south, and the Stretton Gap can add to uncertainty
about the accuracy of weather forecasts in our immediate
area, although rainfall and sunshine are generally fairly
evenly spread throughout the year – climate change
notwithstanding. Then there’s the soil. Shropshire has,
generally, loamy and fine soil that drains quickly, over
patches of clay. My garden has both.
So, here’s my calendar …
Divide herbaceous perennials. My day-lily and iris
clumps are overcrowded, so I’ll take them up and
divide them. There’s nowhere for them to go in my
rather crowded patch, so I’ll put some of the clumps
in a wheelbarrow, puddled with water in the bottom,
at the end of the drive and invite passers-by to take
them home with them.
Pick autumn raspberries. They’re doing well after the
late start because of the dry and cold spring. I use
them with ice cream, in yoghurt, to make jam, put
them with apples or pears in pies, and eat them with
my breakfast cereal – or take one or two to munch
when I open the fridge for something else! Love ’em.

The Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a
programme of talks and walks throughout 2021.
Talks (including refreshments) are £2 to Local Group
Members and £5 to Visitors, under 18s half price.
Walks are £2.
See What’s On for details of September events.
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.com

Keep checking other fruit and vegetables. Harvest
as soon as they’re ready and before they harden, are
eaten by birds or insects, or rot. I’ve grown sweetcorn
this year for the first time and am looking forward to
the harvest in a few weeks time.
Collect and re-sow seeds from perennials and
hardy annuals into next year’s locations, or store
them to start off in the greenhouse from January.
My favourites are poppies of several varieties both
small and extravagant, followed by sweetpeas. My
wildflower patch has already self-seeded without my
intervention and I expect lots of Nigella (otherwise
known as love-in-the-mist, not the famous cook!)
next year.
Dig up potatoes before they rot in autumn rain.
Plant out spring flowering bulbs. I can’t remember
where I left some of last year’s in place so will just
plant where I want to see next year’s from my kitchen
window. A drift of different colours and types will
give me a lovely surprise next spring.
Flowering shrubs. These should really be cut back
when flowering has finished, but I haven’t managed
to do it yet, so I’ll do it now, before the first frost.
Hopefully.
Lift non-hardy plants that the frost will kill. Clean
off the soil and reduce roots before storing them
somewhere cool and dark until next spring, after the
last frost, before replanting.
Clean out the greenhouse, including pots and trays
ready for winter seed sowing. I’m a tidy person, and
quite enjoy this, except for cleaning out the pots,
which I really dislike. Got to be done, though.
This is just my very haphazard gardening, and you’ll
have lots of other plans in mind, I’m sure. Whatever they
are, I wish you enough good weather to complete your own
to-do list. Happy gardening!
Christine Williams

Shropshire
Ornithological Society
Church Stretton branch
presents a talk entitled
Shropshire Wildlife Trust ‘Feed the Birds Project’
by Diane Monether, on Monday 25th October, at 7.30pm.
The venue is Church Stretton Methodist church hall,
Watling Street South. Admission is free to members; £2
for non-members. Visitors are welcome.
David John
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JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry
Carpentry • Bathrooms
Interior Tiling • Kitchens
General Repairs and Maintenance
for Home and Garden
For a free Fixed Price Quotation,
call

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF

al
oc
L
he s
ll t ert
Ca Exp

Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Local
Extensions, Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk
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Anglican Voice
“Is progress designed to make our lives easier, actually
making them harder?”

I

was recently in communication with a professional who
finds that their stress levels are exacerbated by constant
communication whether by Zoom, emails, texts or
social media. It set me thinking whether this was desirable
and how much benefit there is to be gained from some of
these communication methods.
I find now that it is difficult to switch off from emails
or text messages and they come in thick and fast with no
relenting and the problem I find is that everyone expects an
answer ‘now’!
I too am guilty of expecting instantaneous responses.
In my early days of working, you either wrote to someone
and then waited for a reply in the post or you phoned
someone and hoped they were in; we now expect things
to happen instantly even if the matter is not requiring an
urgent answer. Does this increased pace of life help us or
does it in fact detract from our engaging fully as human
beings in this world? Perhaps it leads to superficiality in our
communications and a quickly written email can certainly
cause problems – not just by its brevity, but by its lack of
punctuation, lack of civility and lack of thoughtfulness.
One simple way of countering this is to write each email
with the words “Dear ……..” and ending with a simple
courteous phrase to remind us that we are communicating
with a person at the end of the day rather than just giving
an instruction to a machine.
In order for us to benefit from the progress in
communication I believe that we should adopt some

principles to guide us, whatever our mode of
communication. Principles that Jesus adopted
included:
Being sure of his purpose here on earth, “I have come
that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John
10:10b);
Being able to delegate responsibility for some of his
tasks to others but with clear guidance;
Being able to adapt his communication methods to
people’s situations;
Being interesting.
If we adopted some of these principles, then maybe we
might pause before we ‘hit the send button’ and make sure
we were communicating in the most appropriate manner.
All modern communication methods have their advantages
in differing situations – how would we have coped without
Zoom, etc. during lock down? – but they also have their
downsides – the tragic consequences of online bullying.
So let us think before we text, mail or go online.
Are we making the world a better place by our instant
communication or are we making things more difficult for
ourselves and others?
With God’s Blessings to you all.

Christobel Hargraves
Associate Minister, Stretton Parish

SHI Events
Kathryn Roberts & Sean Lakeman
“On Reflection Tour”
Silvester Horne Institute, Church Stretton
Thursday 7th October 2021 at 7.30pm

W

e are so pleased to welcome you to a Night
Out at the Horne, and greet the popular wife
and husband duo, Kathryn Roberts and Sean
Lakeman. They have long established themselves as one of
the UK Folk scene’s most rewarding enduring partnerships,
spanning 25 years of making music together.
To celebrate and acknowledge this milestone, the couple
revisit and reinterpret songs which span their career. This
Dartmoor-based couple have twice won the coveted ‘Best
Duo’ at the BBCRadio2 Folk Awards (2013 and 2016)
consistently delivering assured distinctive performances,
mixing traditional arrangements with their self-penned
material. Their greatly varied material covers such subjects as
wicked mermaids, Norwegian Legends, and a lonely whale!
Roberts’ voice is a delight to listen to, Lakeman’s production
and playing is as good as it gets – Folkall.com
A wonderful piece of music – Mike Harding (on an
Album release)
One of the very best folk duos (of any era) – Newcastle
Chronicle
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Tickets £15 available online at:
www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
or from Church Stretton Town Council office.
Or for more information please ‘phone 01694 720132
Mike Walker
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Fitted Kitchens. Renovations. Home Extensions.
Roofing Purpose made Joinery

PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com

PAUL FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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Long Mynd Camera Club –

A

fter a long wait
we are delighted
to announce the
launch of a new season
beginning 8th September
and members, potential
members, and visitors are
invited to join us.
Over the years the club
has successfully evolved to
meet the changing needs
of its members and their
photography. The impact of
Covid leaves many clubs in
a position of rebuilding and
we are very keen to welcome
people who may be new to
the area, or indeed, new to
photography.
The cover image for
this edition of the Focus was
taken on the Mynd by Ron
Parnell from the club, and
the supporting images for
this article were contributed
by some of our newer
members. We support all
subject interests including landscape and nature, still life,
portrait, street and abstract. In addition we encourage the
presentation of printed images and work produced in black
and white.

Rough Tin, by Mike Olivant
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Forest View, by Lynn Upton-Roddy
During the pandemic we continued a limited virtual
programme through our website with online displays
and competitions, as well as joining a series of Zoom
presentations with Newport Camera Club. Now we look
forward to a return to
physical meetings and a
programme that will include
guest speakers, in-house
competitions and activities
such as peer review or photo
sharing, and demonstrations.
Affiliation with the Midlands
Photographic Federation
facilitates access to the range
of guest speakers and judges
and we also take part in the
annual Shropshire inter-club
competition.
The season runs from
September through to May
on alternate Wednesdays at
7.30pm and meetings are
held in the United Reformed
Church Hall, High Street,
Church Stretton SY6 6BY
where we have use of
modern projection facilities
in a bright well maintained
setting.
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always a warm welcome for all!
So, beginner or expert, Long Mynd Camera
Club welcomes you. If you are one of the many
visitors to our town and the surrounding hills
check out our programme and join us for an
evening of entertainment to enhance your stay. We
are just minutes away from the main restaurants
and hostelries.
Meetings continue through to May on
alternate Wednesdays at 7.30pm in the United
Reformed Church Hall, High Street, Church
Stretton SY6 6BY.
Newcomers, if you are interested in
photography, at any level, we should be delighted
to see you.
Membership is by subscription at £25.00 each
year. A student rate (50%) is available. A nominal
fee of £3 is payable at each programmed meeting to
cover the costs of speakers or judges – and this also
includes refreshments.
Those considering joining the Club are
invited to attend three meetings as a trial, before
subscribing. The visitor fee is £3.50 per meeting.
For further information please see our website:
www.longmyndcameraclub.com
Amanda Page
Secretary

Goldfinch, by Geoff Hall

Messy Business, by Claire Carter
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All Stretton WI …
… is entertained by the crew of Church Stretton Fire
Station
beautiful warm evening, a setting with open views of
Caer Caradoc, over 30 ladies and the Church Stretton
fire brigade – this was All Stretton WI’s first meeting
for 16 months and what a wonderful time we had.
We met outside at the home of Lynn and Bill. Lynn,
a member of All
Stretton WI,
had invited us
to an official
training session
of the Church
Stretton branch of
Shropshire Fire and
Rescue Service. For
many years, Lynn
and Bill had owned
a Green Goddess
fire engine but
having sold it the
local fire officer was
concerned whether
they could cope
in the event of
an emergency; he
suggested that they
may like to invite their friends to a drill one evening.
The firefighters arrived in a fire appliance and an allterrain vehicle complete with blues and twos. Led by Steve
Paige who explained the drills and answered our questions,
the firefighters carried out three exercises. The first was to
rescue two dummy casualties from a burning barn, then
stage a rescue of a casualty injured on the hillside (including
with an improvised stretcher) and finally rescue a casualty
caught under a car. The ladies were invited to handle the
equipment including the powerful hoses. It was evident that
when you hold a hose in full flow it’s not the time to get

A

distracted, “don’t turn round Karen” shouted Alison! We
were saved from an impromptu shower.
Church Stretton fire station is manned by part-time or
on-call firefighters, all of whom must live or work within
five minutes of the station. They train weekly and have
to be as fit as full-time firefighters. Their work is as much
about rescue as fire. They are a great crowd of men and one
lady and are always on the look-out for new volunteers. We
were honoured that they spent two hours with us and along
with Lynn’s generous hospitality we had a fantastic evening.

If you are interested in joining All Stretton WI, please
email Kate at allstrettonwi@gmail.com. We too welcome
new members.
Kate Ratcliff

Methodist Voice
New Beginnings
eptember isn’t always a time that we think of when
it comes to new beginnings. Unless you happen to
have school aged children or are a Methodist. In
Methodism, September is the time of year that ministers
begin new appointments. This time last year things in our
house felt somewhat strange as my daughter prepared to
start at a new school and I prepared to start a new job as a
Methodist minister. It was like stepping into a whole new
world – a new job in a completely new area, not to mention
the added pressures of the Covid pandemic.
In some ways this September feels like a new start too.
As I write this, the Covid restrictions have been lifted and
we are beginning to look at things returning to something
like normal and I can look forward to doing more ‘normal’
ministry things. But it’s worth remembering that new
beginnings often bring a range of emotions. Sometimes

S
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we’re excited by them. Sometimes we’re
scared or nervous. Sometimes we might be
indifferent. Quite often we find ourselves experiencing a
mixture of these feelings. The easing of Covid restrictions
has certainly left people in our community with a range of
emotions and hopefully we have been able to respect the
fact that people react differently to certain situations.
For Christians, new beginnings are part of our faith. We
believe that God offers us a new life, a new way of seeing
the world and a new way of living. As with other things, this
can be both exciting and daunting. But we believe that we
aren’t facing these things alone – God goes with us to help
guide us through whatever challenges lie ahead.
Whatever the coming weeks and months have in store
for you and wherever they may take you, I pray that you
will find peace and happiness.
Revd. George Heinz
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SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554

Paul Tinsley Builder
No job too big, fast response, highest standards
Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.
01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999

A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
Stretton Focus
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Church Stretton Library Update

I

t’s been great to be open fully during August: kicking off
the Summer reading challenges, having exhibitions back
and allowing use of the visitor information area.
The
children’s
summer read
will finish on 7th
September so we
look forward to
giving out your
certificates and
medals when you
return the last set
of six books.
The Teenage/
Adult Summer
Read completes on the 11th September so please send in
your entries by then with your chance to win a Samsung
tablet or gift vouchers along with claiming your four free
requests.
Imogen Mortimer will be having an exhibition
during August and September along with the new tourist
information shelving in place so please do come and have a
look.
The Friends of Church Stretton Library will be helping
with opening the Visitor information area during our closed

days on Mondays and
Wednesdays 10am4pm, This is great
news and it will be kicking off in August and running
through September. A big thank you to all volunteers who
have signed up and are helping with this along with Sheila
Davies for helping to set it up.
We are also welcoming groups back this month so please
see the What’s On guide for days and times of groups. We
are looking forward to seeing some old and new faces.
Join local Dietitian Lucy Aphramor for her informal
nutrition session 10.30am-11.30am on the last Thursday
of every month with the first one on the 23rd September:
Understanding Comfort Eating. Lucy brings a wealth of
knowledge and experience combined in a friendly approach
grounded in compassion and respect.
And finally, we are now open on nearly full hours for
the library days with just the late Tuesday night not up and
running. It has been great to have full use of the library
again.
Our hours from August are Tuesdays, Thursday, Fridays
and Saturdays 9.30am-5pm
For Mondays and Wednesdays, the Visitor information
area will be open from 10am-4pm.
01694 722535 or emailing us at Churchstretton.
library@shropshire.gov.uk
Alexis Seaborne

Scout Group News

S

eptember sees the start of the Autumn sessions
which will lead to indoor meetings, although not
immediately as the Leaders report that the Summer
outdoor meetings were so successful that they will continue
outdoors as long the light – and the weather – allows.
The Scout Troop was able to bring back a popular
annual event – the Great Water Slide. Tarpaulins were laid
on the sloping end of Rectory Field and with some water
and lots of washing-up liquid Scouts were able to hurtle
down in an attempt to break the distance record.
The Wednesday Cub Pack ended with a dual hike,
splitting the Pack in two, to follow Covid restrictions, and
starting from either end of the route. A popular activity –
roasting marshmallows over a campfire – was followed by
passing five Cubs, one of whom, Toby, received the Chief
Scout’s Silver Award, up into the Troop.
A research company, Censuswide, undertook a national
survey into children’s understanding of the use of money
and found that the large majority had no idea how money
worked. Parents believe that the
subject should be taught in British
schools (Note: as it was in my 1930s
schooldays!), as it is in other countries
but not in Britain.
The Scout Association, with the
backing of HSBC Bank and other
bodies has agreed to bring the subject
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into its programme and has instituted
the Money Skills Badge for Beaver
Scouts and Cub Scouts, the six to ten
age range.
At the time of going to press full details of the new
Badge are not yet available but leaders of the Longmynd
Group will study them when they are published and decide
their course of action.
Meetings for September
All are open to both boys and girls and are held at the
Group Headquarters in Church Street.
Monday 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
Beaver Scout Colony. Ages 6-8
5.45-6.45pm
Scout Troop. Ages 10½-14½
7-9pm
Tuesday 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
Cub Scout Pack (Tues). Ages 8-10½
6.30-8pm
Wednesday 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
Cub Scout Pack (Wed). Ages 8-10½
6.30-8pm
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Childhood Dangers 1840 to 1902

O

n Thursday 4th December 1902 Elizabeth Jane
Ward, aged 11, suffered severe burns after her
clothes were ignited by the open fire in the
school room at Acton Scott. Elizabeth was taken to the
Church Stretton Workhouse infirmary where she died
on the 6th December and an inquest was held two days
later. Elizabeth had lived with her parents, John and Mary
Ward, and her four siblings in Henley Cottage on the
Acton Scott Estate where John was a farm labourer.

concern that the heavy oak fire surround was being pulled
away by the guard and could fall down. Consideration of
why the open fire had not been replaced by an enclosed
stove, or why fire extinguishing devices had not been
made available, was not raised by the coroner but he was
very critical of the decision to remove the guard. The
inquest was completed by a verdict of accidental death and
the coroner’s strongly worded appeal to school authorities
and parents to ensure that all open fires had guards. He
strongly emphasised similar comments made repeatedly by
other coroners across the country.
The 1911 and 1901 censuses recorded Lucy Woolley
as headteacher at Acton Scott School and her sister,
Elizabeth, as assistant so it appears that their actions at
the time of Elizabeth Ward’s death were not thought to be
negligent by their employer, the County Council.
After reading this account I wondered what other
dangers children were exposed to in everyday situations in
the 1850 to 1902 period and following research rapidly
concluded that it was amazing that 40% of the population
survived to 60. In addition to the long list of diseases
which infected people at all levels of society there were
others that disproportionately affected the poor who lived
in rapidly expanding towns and cities with squalid overcrowded housing and little or no sanitation. Communal
privies were shared by many families and the waste was fed
into cesspits. In many houses a long-standing arrangement
was for sewage to be stored in basement cesspits which
were periodically emptied and the arising problems, such
as seepage into neighbouring houses, are graphically
described in the diaries of Samuel Pepys writing in the

The Ludlow Advertiser of 13th December reported
the inquest findings that provide a detailed account of the
incident but also illustrate the Edwardian era’s approach
to health and safety. Elizabeth had been standing alone by
her classroom’s open fire which had no fireguard whilst
other children in the room played draughts in their lunch
break. Lucy Woolley, the headteacher, was having her
meal elsewhere and the report suggests the children were
unsupervised. When Elizabeth’s clothes ignited, she ran
outside where boys tried to stop the flames using their
caps and Lucy Woolley finally suppressed the burning
material using her jacket.
A fireguard had been installed on 13th November but
it had been removed two weeks later because there was a
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1660s. Communal and domestic cesspits often leaked
or overflowed adjacent to wells that served water pumps
used by hundreds of people creating perfect conditions for
typhoid and cholera bacteria to flourish. The contents of
cesspits were periodically taken away at night by ‘nightmen’
and used by farmers but no-one knew what health threats
they contained.
Following cholera outbreaks in the 1830s in London
the radical Whig government acted decisively and sewers
were laid that fed the sewage directly into the Thames,
but this was the source of drinking water for the city.
The prevalent theory at the time was that diseases like
cholera existed in foul air not water. Edwin Chadwick was
authorised to analyse the living conditions in London and
his 1842 report The Sanitary Conditions of the Labouring
Poor concluded there were direct links between poor living
conditions, disease and life expectancy. Later, in the 1854
cholera outbreak, Dr John Snow began a meticulous
analysis of exactly which streets were affected. He proved
that houses supplied by water drawn from cleaner parts
of the River Thames had lower levels of infection and
therefore diseases like cholera and typhoid are transmitted
through water.
Christopher Train (1) describes how Craven Arms grew
rapidly in the last quarter of the nineteenth century and
so did infant mortality due to unreliable drinking water
and poor disposal of sewage. In the 1890s the Medical
Officer of Health, Dr Thursfield, expressed concerns about
the possibility of a cholera outbreak and in 1894, due to
the altruism of Lord Windsor who allowed bore holes on
his land, an excellent water supply was made available.
However, J.D. Allcroft, who owned two thirds of the
parish, used every means possible to stop the provision
of a sewage works as after its completion he would have
had to pay more rates. After the Council forced through a
compulsory purchase order and completed an appeal to the
Local Government Board in 1896, a sewage works was built
and a decline in the number of baby burials was achieved.
In the second half of the nineteenth century the
growing awareness of the need for cleanliness created a
market for a wide range of chemical cleaning substances
which had a beneficial impact. Unfortunately, no
regulations existed regarding the packaging of these to
ensure that potentially deadly substances were easily
recognisable, for example, caustic soda and baking powder
packaging made them indistinguishable. The Aberdeen
Evening Express in September 1888 reported that 13 people
had been poisoned in one incident by carbolic acid and
five subsequently died but it was not until 1902 that the
Pharmacy Act required poisonous materials to be packaged
in distinctive containers.
Everyday domestic tasks in the Victorian era had the
potential to kill youngsters. Dr Vicky Holmes (2) analysed
564 inquests of accidental deaths in Suffolk between 1840
and 1900 and found only 30 of these occurred in the
homes of the middle class or above. 225 of the 564 deaths
were caused by burns in working class homes and in the
Ipswich area alone in this period 43 children in working
class homes – most aged 1 to 2 years – were fatally burned

by the contents of kettles or saucepans. The Ipswich
Journal dated 6.6.1863 carried an account of how a
mother brewing beer placed three tubs of a near boiling,
new brew to cool in an outhouse and then a 3 year old fell
in and died later. The edition dated 6.9.1879 contained an
account of an exact repetition of this tragedy.
Illnesses that have virtually disappeared in developed
countries were often a death sentence for Victorians.
Airborne and contact-communicated diseases such as
diphtheria and scarlet fever killed many thousands of
children each year in the 1800s. In 1856 Archibald Tait, a
future Archbishop of Canterbury, lost five of his children
in five weeks to scarlet fever and his is one of many
similar accounts of the effects of this easily communicated
disease. Around the time of Tait’s tragedy tuberculosis
killed 60,000 children each year including the daughter of
Charles Darwin.
Even food was sometimes a threat to health but then
this is a debate which still rages. Nowadays it is more
focused on maintaining a healthy balance rather than
the dangers from adulteration of the basic ingredients.
In Victorian times many children died as a result of food
adulteration.

Alum – an aluminium compound – was added to
bread to make it whiter but this was not the only additive
used. Chalk dust, Plaster of Paris, or bean flour were used
to bulk up the dough and the outcome was malnutrition,
bowel damage, constipation in some cases and diarrhoea
in others. Before pasteurisation the addition of boracic
acid to milk was intended to act as a preservative and also
take away the smell from sour milk but it is thought to
have caused many deaths of children.
The Victorian/Edwardian period was one of rapid
development of technology much of which brought
great benefits but many of the innovations introduced
new dangers. Glass feeding bottles for babies were fitted
with rubber teats which were later found to be breeding
grounds for bacteria but not before they had been linked
to many deaths of babies. The Victorian guru of all things
domestic, Mrs Beaton, did not help when she proclaimed
that there was no need to clean the teats as they had a
short lifespan. Children’s toys were painted with lead
paint which causes brain damage when ingested after
being sucked. Arsenic was used to colour wallpaper and
clothing as it produced a fashionable green colour and
Continued overleaf...
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asbestos, acclaimed as the all-purpose wonder material,
was widely used in constructions and even in clothing.
Alexander Parkes invented parkesine which was an early
form of plastic, widely used until it was discovered that
it degenerates and then becomes inflammatory or even
explosive. As it was used to make billiard balls an extra
dimension could have been added to gentlemen’s pastimes
when the ladies had retired.
Towards the end of the Victorian era and in the
Edwardian period, gas and electricity were introduced
into industrial facilities and domestic settings but lack of
a complete understanding of the new sources of power led
to many deaths and fires caused by overloading electrical
sockets and the lack of isolation valves with gas. When
we moved into The Tan House, Little Stretton a century
later in 2002 we found the whole of the top floor electrics
were sourced via a very thick cable draped up the stairs
and plugged into one socket on the middle floor – clearly
news travels slowly in Shropshire. Electricity enabled
refrigerators but many of the earlier models leaked sulphur
dioxide, ammonia and methyl chloride all of which were
recorded as causing respiratory problems, disability or
death.
‘Lessons will be learned’ is a chant often heard and
history enables us to know more clearly what needs to
be learned. The link between poverty and illness and
an increased susceptibility to epidemics was highlighted

in 1842. More recently produced data indicates that
poverty, unemployment and poor housing are causative
factors of mental illness. Covid has reminded us that
Nature is infinitely complex and, in spite of our increased
understanding of it, new challenges will emerge. However,
from the evidence we know that good quality housing set
in a well-maintained infrastructure makes the impact of
disease and illness more limited and the domestic dangers
fewer. Part of the required infrastructure has to be a wellfunded health service and vaccination programmes that
contain the diseases that haven’t gone away but are waiting
for our defences to drop. A framework of health and safety
regulations together with the elimination of air and water
pollution are other essential elements.
I suppose it all adds up to the elimination of poverty
or ‘levelling up’ as those who regularly chant ‘lessons will
be learned’ would put it. We are only as strong as the
weakest link when Nature’s latest googly is bowled.
David Haigh
References
Of Steam and Sheep, Christopher Train pub Scenesetters
for Craven Arms Historical Society 2000
Dangerous Spaces, Working Class Homes and Fatal
Household Accidents in Suffolk 1840 – 1900 (PhD thesis)
Vicky Holmes University of London

Catholic Voice

W

hen writing, I often flail about searching for a
good foundation bearing in mind the words of
actor and comedian George Burns: “The secret
of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good
ending, then having the two as close together as possible.”
(Unfortunately for those who attend St Milburga’s
and St Walburga’s, Plowden, I don’t always follow the
sentiment.)
Mary Webb (a poet and novelist) once wrote: “Autumn
is full of leave-taking. In September the swallows are chattering
of destination and departure like a crowd of tourists.” When
we think of September, many dynamic things may come
to mind: summer coming to an end, children returning to
school, students to college or university, grandparents and
those without children taking a holiday, the foliage changing
colour, of harvest and harvest festivals. But September can
also be a wonderful month for squeezing out the remains of
the summer months before the colder months of autumn
come; making the most of the weather and gardens, albeit
with our strange extremes of heat and flooding.
I am sure that this September may be a very different
experience for many. Who would have thought that life
would still be affected by the pandemic? Life over the past
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18 months has not been easy for us all, but
as life cautiously creeps back to something
akin to ‘normality’, let us take stock, and
gather the wisdom, the fruitful and lifegiving aspects of this experience to inform a
better quality of life in our new personal ‘normalities’. The
appreciation of neighbours, family and friends, the local
community, shops and services; of being truly ‘present’ to
those in our homes, and living more closely with our own
home’s environment.
As human beings learning through successes and trials,
may we not simply say to ourselves, “That was then, but
this is now,” and return to life before Covid – which had
its own issues and imperfections? May we, as we gradually
embark on living life with Covid, enjoy the fruitful parts
of our experience and consign the difficult and painful
to the deep soil of our hearts, that one day these might
become seeds themselves for a new harvest and be fruitful?
In nature (and we are part of nature) nothing is ever wasted,
except the things we choose to ignore and not use. As
the anonymous saying goes “For man, autumn is a time of
harvest, of gathering together. For nature, it is a time of sowing,
of scattering abroad.”
Canon Jonathan Mitchell
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A Really Useful Campaign

T

he photo in the 16th July edition of the South
Shropshire Journal showing the Church Stretton
Rotary Community Team litter-picking in
Cardingmill Valley, put me in mind of the former Church
Stretton WI’s anti-litter campaign in 1927.
The Secretary records in the Committee Minute Book in
May 1927: Miss Gwyther proposed an anti-litter campaign
mainly in connection with the Carding Mill Valley. This was
seconded by Mrs. Hanbury-Sparrow who said it would be a
‘really useful campaign’.
So, did the intrepid ladies of the WI make up a working
party to go and remove the litter themselves? Probably not
judging by the next minute book entry on the subject.
July 1927: A letter of thanks was sent to the RDC
for the prompt steps taken on litter. It was suggested that
notices be affixed drawing the attention of the public to the
receptacles.
Well, I suppose the placing of litter bins in the valley by
the council was a start. I’m sure today’s WI members would
be more pro-active and it should be noted that a National
Federation resolution was passed in 1954 which led to the
formation of the now independent charity, Keep Britain
Tidy.
Sadly, it seems however many anti-litter campaigns take
place, there are still people who continue to despoil our
surroundings, so well done to the Rotary Community Team
for their hard work!
Judith Randell
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Engaging Issues –
a New Season

A

ll ages face their own challenges,
and now, after eighteen months
of a pandemic, we are slowly
beginning to realise again how such events uncover hidden
faults and stresses in the fabric of society. Mental health and
wellbeing – always a Cinderella area in government priorities
– now looms large among people’s concerns, as they struggle
to cope with uncertainty, deprivation and loss.
Engaging Issues tackles these topics head on, as Robert
Wilson brings us face to face with alcohol dependency and
recovery, and Richard Dunnill gives us a conversation with
the Samaritans. In January, author Lucy Jones then asks us
to think about the effects on our psychological wellbeing
brought about by the modern disconnect from the natural
world. Before that, Michael Winter will be picturing what
the farming and food system might look like if it were
radically re-purposed to improve both the environment and
human health.
The devastating effect of Covid on the arts has been
well documented, and in December Dorothy Wilson will
re-assess their importance to our individual health as well
as to society as a whole. Here as elsewhere, there are choices
to be made, and this is also the case with how we use our
money: in November Jan Oliff will pose the question as
to the values behind financial decisions, not least with our
pensions.
The topics of race, gender, and sexuality are constantly
in the headlines. Is there any topic not open to debate?
Kathleen Stock will court controversy as she asks how, when,
and if we can openly discuss sex and gender. Nick Bundock
will use the experience of his own church to encourage
us to think about our attitudes to sexuality, and their
consequences. And in the final talk, Bishop Rose HudsonWilkin brings “Black Lives Matter” to the “white highlands”
of Shropshire.
Our programme starts on 5th October with Paul Parker
and “Here We Stand” – a perspective on faith, protest and
change, and the links between what we believe and the
actions we take.
This season we will have a mixed economy of face-toface and online Zoom meetings. But we also have an added
extra: we will be live streaming the meetings in the URC,
so that those who cannot or prefer not to attend in person
can still follow the debates. For meetings in the URC, the
wearing of masks is required (unless advice changes).
As last year, you will have to register for the Zoom link,
and now also for the live stream. We hope that all who
attend or watch will wish to make a contribution to the
costs of these evenings.
Full details of the programme and our speakers can be
found on our website www.engagingissues.org.uk
We look forward to seeing you at what is bound to be
another series of mind-stretching and maybe even emotiontesting talks.
David Howard
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Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207
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HILARY'S CHILDCARE
Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated good, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk
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O

ne of the joys of moving to a new place is to look at
the lives of those who have been there before you.
The historical context of your new home. So, when
Lin and I moved to Crosspipes, it did not take us long to
start looking through old census and other records. Then,
earlier this year, I was idly googling ‘Whittingslow’ and
came across an astonishing fact – a Spitfire had crashed on
our neighbour’s farm, just a few hundred yards from where
we live. The pilot was an Australian, Alfred James Webb,
and we decided to find out more about this man, whose
last moments were spent in this glorious part of South
Shropshire.

This Tumult in the Clouds –
Clearly, even at this young age, he had a notion of
patriotism, for both Australia and for the old country. His
grandfather, Joseph Webb, had come from Suffolk. A few
years later he wrote another poem called Dardanelles in
which he talked about the horrors of World War I, but
seemed to be forecasting another conflict.
When Sonny left school, he went to work for a
publisher, but on 16th August 1941, at the age of 19,
he joined the Royal Australian Air Force and, under the
Empire Air Training Scheme, was sent to Canada for his
initial training as a pilot.
It seems that he took his portable typewriter to war
with him and this machine is now proudly displayed in his
nephew’s home in Australia. On the ship that took him to
Canada, Sonny typed his diary and on 25th April 1942,
ANZAC Day, he wrote, “There’s an Anzac church service
this morning. The OC “requested” that all be present. I
for one won’t be there. A fellow has as much right to be
a conscientious atheist as anything else. After all, we’re
fighting for religious freedom.” Clearly, he had a sense of
honour and duty, but it was not born of any faith.
Then on to England, where he was stationed at No. 61
Operational Training Unit at RAF Rednal, near Oswestry.
This was a unit that had moved to Shropshire in 1942
and whose job it was to train fighter pilots for Fighter
Command, using the Supermarine Spitfire and the Miles
Master (a training aircraft). Rednal was also home to other
units and operated until 1946.

I managed to contact members of his family and piece
together his brief and tragic life. They also gave me some
photographs of Sonny, and other family records, and were
delighted to hear that local people wanted to know more
about him, for the pages of this magazine.
Alfred, who was always known as Sonny, was born
on 27th September 1921 in Albury, New South Wales.
He was the middle of three sons of Alfred and Eva Webb
and, unlike his brothers Douglas and Joseph, who were
technically minded, he had a poetic nature. As a boy he
composed verses and at the age of eleven he wrote this poem
which he simply called Australia:
I love my dear Australia,
the land where I was born,
when war spread its dark feathers,
Where not a sword was drawn
When England was in danger.
Australia came to her aid.
Australia climbed the ladder.
And many a faithful heart is in the cold earth laid.
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On 14th May 1943 at 11am Flight Sergeant Webb was
flying Spitfire number P8268 on a non-operational day
affiliation training flight over the Shropshire Hills, in an
exercise that also involved a Wellington Bomber. He was
accompanied by his instructor in another Spitfire. Sonny’s
instructions were not to come closer than 150 yards, but
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In memory of Sonny Webb
something went wrong and his propellor struck the fin
and rudder of the Wellington and his aircraft crashed to
the ground from a height of 3,800 feet. Sonny died on a
small hillside at Lower Whittingslow Farm, in the parish
of Wistanstow and a little over three miles from Church
Stretton. He was twenty-one years old. The crew of the
Wellington were, thankfully, uninjured.
He was buried at Oswestry General Cemetery six
days later. Several photographs exist of the occasion with
his coffin draped in, what appears to be, a Union Flag,
and being given full military honours. He was the second
Australian airman to be interred there that week and before
the month ended there would be a third.
Back in Australia, his mother got the official notice of
her son’s death. She also received a letter from Sonny for,
back in Canada, the fliers heading for England had been
asked to write to their loved ones, although the letters were
only to be delivered in the event of their deaths.
Sonny’s letter to his mother is beautifully written and is
heart breaking. In it, he talks about his love for his country
and the hopes that he would have had for children of his
own, and of returning to New South Wales. He quotes
Rupert Brooks’ The Soldier:

Sadly, Sonny was not the only flier to die in Shropshire.
There were many accidents. Perhaps this is not surprising
since there were RAF training establishments at both Rednal
and High Ercall, but the scale of it is shocking. Within a
few weeks of Sonny’s death two more Australians in his
unit were killed in accidents and more than 20 of his fellow
countrymen died in our county during the war years.
On 14th May this year, the 78th anniversary of Sonny’s
death, Lin and I visited Lower Whittingslow Farm and
placed some flowers at the crash site. It is a beautiful spot
with an all-round view that takes in the Long Mynd and
Ragleth close by and with Wenlock Edge and Brown Clee

If I should die, think only this of me:
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam;
A body of England’s, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.
… he asks Eva to substitute Australia for England.
He also talks of how he has been accepted by the other
men and learned to love them: “a comradeship that has no
price on this earth”. He asks his mother: “Isn’t it better that
I die to-day to help preserve Australia than live on a coward
leaving the chances and the bloodshed to my neighbours?”
In that goodbye letter, Sonny had looked to the future
and asked his mother to be a good grannie to his brothers’
children, and mother to their wives. He was not to know
that further tragedy would strike the family. Two days before
Christmas in 1944, his elder brother Joe, also an airman,
would be killed too. He was in the Pathfinder force and,
while just passing over the Kent Coast there was a tragic
accident when two Lancaster bombers collided and, though
many of the men managed to parachute out, none survived
in the icy waters of the English Channel. The Webbs
were one of over 60 pairs of Australian brothers who died
fighting with the RAF during the war.
In something reminiscent of Saving Private Ryan, the
third brother Doug, who was in the Australian Army in the
Far East, was discharged to avoid any further grief for the
family. He went on to marry and have a family, and his son
Grahame told me that “right up until Dad died he missed
his two brothers and with he and Nana Webb, I think we
lived in a house where mourning was a daily part of our
life.”
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on the horizon. It seemed simply impossible to us that this
tragedy could have happened there.
On the 11th of November, each year, we remember
those who died in the service of our country. In most towns
and villages there are services at war memorials that were
put up to honour the local men and women who fell. But
I am not sure how often we think of those that came from
overseas to help in our country’s time of need and whose
lives ended in our areas. It will be Sonny’s 100th anniversary
on 27th September and perhaps we can take a few moments
to remember a brave young man, who travelled 12,000
miles to do his duty and died on a Shropshire hillside, in
this beautiful, serene area we all love so much.
Mike McGarry
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Charles
Ephraim
Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
AMP Electrical

Craven Arms 01588 672761

~ Domestic & Commercial ~
~ Home Automation ~
~ Lighting Design ~
~ Audio & Visual Systems ~
~ CCTV & Alarm Systems ~
~ Data Communications ~
Contact Matt Price
M: 07552 410109
H: 01694 771661
E: amp.elec@outlook.com
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And much much more at our
hardware store
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services for September
St Laurence’s
Weekly:
8am Holy Communion a quiet reflective service
5th & 19th:
9.30am Holy Communion
12th & 26th: 9.30am Morning Prayer
Weekly:
11 1 am Contemporary Service first Sunday th is specifically for all ages
St Michael’s
5th & 19th:
10.30am Holy Communion
12th & 26th: 10.30am Morning Prayer
All Saints
5th & 19th:
12th & 26th:

11am Holy Communion
11am Morning Prayer

Midweek Services
Holy Communion will be held weekly in St Laurence’s at 10.30am each Wednesday
The Parish Office is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday
Secretary: Jo A e Email: office strettonparish org uk

METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d George Heinz (Tel: 07538 480626)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Service
10.30 am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
Email: csqm gorswen co uk
Sundays: Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room Children on 4th Sunday in month . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Email: stmilburga gmail com
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9 0
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Church Contact: Tel: 2212 Email: urcchurchstretton gmail com Room hire: Tel: 22092
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
Allotment Gardens Association
All Stretton Village Hall
All Stretton History Society
All Stretton Village Society
Al heimers Carer’s Support Mayfair
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group
Ancient Greek Study Group
Archers, Long Mynd
Army Cadet Force
ArtsAlive Church Stretton
Arts Festival, Church Stretton South Shropshire
Badminton Club Monday 8 10pm
Badminton Club Junior and Adult, Wednesday
Beacon Activities and Care at Mayfair
Books Mayfair Shop
Book Sales Mayfair Rotary
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Probus
Bowling Club, Indoor
Bowling Club, Ladies’
Breathing Space Singing for health and wellbeing
Bridge Club Thursday 1 pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Brownies, Church Stretton
Busy Bees Preschool
Camera Club, Long Mynd
Cancer Research U
Cancer Support Group, Stretton
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton
Chess Club, Church Stretton
Choral Society, Stretton
Churches Together
Church Stretton School Theatre
Citi ens Advice Bureau
Civic Society, The Strettons
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
Climate Care, Stretton
Country Market (ex WI)
Credit Union
Cricket Club, Church Stretton
Croquet Club
Cub Scouts, Longmynd Tuesday Pack
Cub Scouts, Longmynd Wednesday Pack
Cycle Group, Stretton Steadies
Darts, Church Stretton and District League
Dementia Carers’ Support
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur
E plorer Scouts
E tend Gentle E ercise Mayfair
Fitness Instructor
Fitness for the Young at Heart
Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
Football Club, Church Stretton Town
Football Club, Magpies 16 years old
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Friends of Church Stretton Library
Gardening Club, Acton Scott
Gardening Club, Church Stretton District
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd
Golf Club
Good Neighbours Care Group
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton
Hockey Club, Stretton Juniors 1 years old
Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers
Horse Show, Church Stretton
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire
Inner Wheel Club, Church Stretton
Judo, Junior
arate Club
eep Fit, Stretton
Languages Group
Leisure Centre, Church Stretton
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group
Line Dancing
Lions Club, Middle Marches
Local History Group
Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle
Masonic Lodge Caer Caradoc
Masonic Lodge Longmynd
Maysi Pro ect
Methodist Church Network Group
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch
Parish Paths Partnership
Parkinson’s U
Photography, Marches Independent
Pilates e ercise
Pride of Place, Church Stretton
Probus, Strettondale
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton
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Alan Mileson
2 999
allstrettonvillagehall gmail com
Ruth Grafton
2 18
Caroline Crump
2 28
Jackie Pennington
220
Barbara Parnell
720040
David Langslow
2
8
Sue Williamson
22 6
Lt Wheelden
01 4 2 1 9
Michael Walker
201 2
Gloria Carter
24106
Mike Rounsefell
24162
Alan Fo
2 88
Joy ing
220
Tony Crowe
2 292
Sue Hird
242
Glyn Morgan
22 88
Alan Mileson
2 999
Lucy Taylor
720115
ate Buttolph
20 8
Dom Wilson
2 128
Lynn Townsend
722667
Judy Russell
240 6
Church Stretton School
722209
Amanda Page
Sue Toghill
22 1
Lesley McIntyre
723427
Stuart Wright
222
Tom Williamson
22 6
Ru Trew
724297
Lesley Richards
722068
Alan Fo
2 88
c o Mayfair
220
Charles Simmonds
2411
John Brewer
722965
David Howard
722904
Ann Lloyd
07889 143057
c o Mayfair
220
Rob Whittall
0 96
1044
Fane Conant
722610
Jane Wrench
2 92
Andrew Spurling
2 429
Clive Fiona Hunt
Mark Davies Verd
0 88 1 9
Emma Wilde
01743 341800
Martin Salisbury
723253
Eric Huff
2 06
Angie Walshaw
2 4
Nicola Daniels
220
Pam Allsop
2 899
Pam Allsop
2 899
ate Latchford
2
8
Eric and Lesley Brown
24 0
Nick Cole
24 62
0 816 6861 9
Martin Watts
2 4
Sheila Davies
2 4
Terri Clegg
81 2
Evelyn Dapling
2 648
Office
01 88 6 0206
James Townsend
22281
Office
24242
Jane Hurst
1622
Martin Watts
2 4
Ruth Jenkins
724919
Sarah Davies
1 0
Canon Noel Beattie
2
0
Anne Tipper
1808
Roger Houston
01 4
841
Dave Shephard
24212
Lisa Ryan
1 69
David Langslow
2
8
Sue Wells
200 1
Dave Bishop
Brian Dawson
Madeline Haigh
Peter Jenkins
Phil Hatton
Graham Williams
Charles Hennell
Janet Williams
Stella Jandrell
Diana Coles
Barbara Hall
David John
Tim Parker
Heather Broughton
Geoff Taylor
Sandra Liebrecht
Trevor Halsey
Alan Stockbridge
Alison Bradley
Tim Goodwin

0 2 264846
01 84 8 1 08
2 62
724919
0 8 2 9616
0 9 9 109 26
01 84 8 6 16
220
24 1
723548
724578
24 2
0 49 6 9 14
01 4 181 4
2 01
81660
22 1
722138
20 92

amileson lineone net
www allstrettonvillagehall org uk
anegra waitrose com
carolinecrump68 icloud com
Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2 00pm www mayfaircentre org
stretlang gmail com
sue chelmickforge co uk
info shropshireacf rfca org uk
fontenay1 btinternet com
carter
f2s com
midiblue tiscali co uk
alandavidfo
live co uk
Mayfair www mayfaircentre org uk
smhird btinternet com
crocrus2 tiscali co uk
amileson lineone net
kate playonperformingarts co uk
www bridgewebs com churchstretton
dave udy1

googlemail com

secretary longmyndcameraclub co uk
susantoghill outlook com
tswilliamson
gmail com
strettonchoral gmail com www strettonchoral org uk
or 0 9 060 0 alandavidfo
live co uk
Mayfair Thursdays www mayfaircentre org uk
candp simmonds googlemail com
or (01694) 731274
Mayfair Wednesdays www mayfaircentre org uk
churchstrettoncricketclub gmail com
fanesue aol com www churchstrettoncroquet org uk
anewrench2 gmail com
aspurling btinternet com
strettonsteadies gmail com
verddavies 2 gmail com
mail plush hill co uk
angiewalshaw hotmail com
Thursday mornings www mayfaircentre org uk
pamallsop churchway plus com
pamallsop churchway plus com
terri artsalive co uk
ec brown btinternet com
nick eloc eclipse co uk
enquiries csmfc co uk
contact redrovers org uk
www strettonlibraryfriends org uk
actonscottgc gmail com
evedapling waitrose com
office midlandgliding club
secretary churchstrettongolfclub co uk
churchstrettongoodneighbours org uk
anehurst
hotmail co uk
mlwatts yahoo co uk
daviesblackhurst

aol com

anne tipper gmail com
RogerHoustonJudo aol com
daveshepard1 9 gmail com
stretlang gmail com
info teme leisure co uk
borderwomen.net
southerncrossldc gmail com
thefirs 8 btinternet com
csalhg outlook com
freestylemartiaarts com stretton
caercaradoclodge gmail com
charles hennell net www longmyndlodge org uk
information mayfaircentre org uk
da 19 6scp btinternet com
poolbrook12 gmail com
tim parker gmail com
parky twood net
gtaylor photo btinternet,com
selenaorme yahoo co uk
trevorhalsey btinternet com
alan stockbridge btinternet com
www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
tmgdwn gmail com
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RAF Roundel Club
Rainbows, Church Stretton
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group
Rangers Girl Guides Church Stretton Group
Readers Group at the Library
RNLI
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Royal British Legion
Rugby Club, Church Stretton Samurai
Rushbury and Cardington WI
Save the Children
Scottish Dancers, Stretton
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group
Scrappies Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore
Shropshire Strummers
Singers, The More Singers
Singers, Stretton Community
Soaring Association, Long Mynd model gliders
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Stepping Stones Nursery
Stretton Players
Stretton Pool Action
Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District
Swing Band, Stretton
Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Table Tennis, Leebotwood
Table Tennis, Rushbury
T’ai Chi
Taiko Drumming
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd
Tennis Club
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens)
Traidcraft fairly traded goods
Tree Group, Church Stretton
United Nations Association, Shropshire Branch
University of the Third Age U A
Upright and Active falls prevention strength balance
Walking for Health
Walking Football
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Women’s Group, Church Stretton 1990
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Women’s Institute, All Stretton
Yoga Mayfair
Youth
St Laurence’s

John L Davies
Judy Russell
Darren
Ana Ireland
Felicity
Brian Bradley
Pat Stokes Smith
Les Mackey
Martyn Longhurst
aye Smith
Ann Hurst
David Thomas
Terry Davies

724703
240 6
07837 021138
2 90
22
221 8
2 189
24992

1 4
1622
722107
2 4
28 08
David Rae
224 9
Deborah Croom-Johnson 0 49 112 9
ate Buttolph
0 9 4 82989
Tim Goodwin
20 92
Tim Dunn
01 88 6 2919
Anne Arkwright
22 41
Simon Cleaton
0 10 90981
David Betton
0 9 2211 1
Hilary Parker
723419
Jamie Wrench
2 92
Leisure Centre
720051
Will Priestley
724223
Ian Pennington
1410
Marc Lacey
220
James Barrow
20169
Jo Lendon
01 4 69 8
Claire Hatfield
2012
Jenny or Graham Heath
722216
Margaret Hamer
722407
Maureen Clow
22000
Hilary Hymas
2 208
Ruth Davies
24 04
Lesley Brown
24 0
c o Mayfair
220
Nicola Daniels
220
en Willis
28 14
Penny Bien
248
Wally Blake
24040
Jaki Moores
22940
Carol Greswell
0 80 81 80
aye Smith
1 4
Heather Hathaway
22
c o Mayfair
220
Sally Clilverd
724224

dave udy1

googlemail com

anaireland001 gmail com
churchstretton library shropshire gov uk
b glenmoar gmail com
patstokessmith hotmail com
sulesmackey btinternet com
martynlonghurst hotmail com
ann hurst46

gmail com

mrterrydavies hotmail com
info scrappies org
d rae 62 gmail com
Annturner 12 hotmail com
kate playonperformingarts co uk
info lmsa org uk www lmsa org uk
coaching longmynd org
strettonplayers gmail com
dmbetton googlemail com
amie wrench

lineone net

ianpennington1
btinternet com
Mayfair www mayfaircentre org uk
James taikowest com
olendon hotmail co uk
mail strataassociates co uk
heath knollcrest co uk strettontheatreandconcert net
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)
hilaryhymas
gmail com
daviescs btinternet com
u asites org uk churchstretton contact
Mayfair www mayfaircentre org uk
Mayfair www mayfaircentre org uk
gordonwillis go plus net
sacwg shropscwgs org uk
gan a
btinternet com
marmaladieswi gmail com
kayerubetta smith btinternet com
allstrettonwi gmail com
Mayfair www mayfaircentre org uk
sally strettonparish org uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors
Town Clerk: Dr ate Howe RFO: Beverley Clarke Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10 00am 1 00pm and 2 00 4 0pm
Council Office: 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY Tel: 2211 , Fa : 2 608 email: secretary churchstretton tc gov uk
South Ward
North Ward
Little Stretton Ward
Lyn Antill
0
4 294909
Nicola Carter
0 81 00498
Colin Carson
22 84
Ryan Foulkes
07528 372471
Sheila Davies (Deputy Mayor) 723455
Julie Lawton
723750
Daniel Hartshorne
07802 610277
John Luck
725596
All Stretton Ward
Mark Morris
722741
Bob Welch
722998
Andy Munro (Mayor)
725554
Graham Lewis
07906 426727
Helen Stowell
07879 848168
Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
David Evans
01 88 6 21 9
email: david evans shropshire gov uk
Hilary Luff
0 890 0 6084
email: hilary luff shropshire gov uk
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 4 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01 84 8 218
StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
10
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter bo Weekdays 6 00pm, Saturdays 12 00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre
Church Stretton School
722209
appointments and general enquiries
2212
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
22682
out of hours
111
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
NHS Choices
111
Church Stretton Library
722535
Ring and Ride
720025
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 2 1
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Local Police Team Message Service not to be used for crime or emergencies : 01 4 264
or csca snt westmercia pnn police uk
Safer Neighbourhood Team SNT : Inspector Nicola Roberts 22 69 : Tel 101 e t 46 0 Sergeant apil Pindoria 21284 : Tel 101 e t 66601
Police Community Support Officers PCSOs :
Lisa Thomas [226064]: 07870 163208; David Baron [226417]: 07870 163156; Julia St-John Martin [224002]: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 0800
111 Twitter: SouthShropCops
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering

Shropshire Sweep .................... 21
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 21

Accountants and Bookkeeping
James, Holyoak Parker ......... 41
RLW Accountants ..................... 39

Clothes
Entertaining Elephants ............. 60

Architects, Town Planning
Batch Valley Design.................. 21
Christopher Roscoe Assocs ..... 21
Strata Associates ...................... 21
Bathrooms
see Kitchens, Bathrooms
Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering
Bookshop
Burway Books........................... 49
Builders, Plant & Equipment
A J Lewis Price ......................... 27
A Morgan .................................. 33
A.2.Z Construction .................... 29
Ben Homden............................. 33
David Spencer .......................... 29
E J G J Groom ...................... 27
Farmer Plant Services .............. 27
Joe Drury .................................. 33
John Hammond ........................ 27
J Morris ................................. 33
Mark Terry................................. 29
Morris Maintenance .................. 29
Paul Tinsley .............................. 33
Period Window Restorations .... 33
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 29
Richard Sherratt Builders ......... 27
Ryder Home Improvements...... 29
SMM ......................................... 33
Cafés
see Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Calor Gas
A & B Smith .............................. 14
Cards and Gifts
Entertaining Elephants ............. 60
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 39
Care - Homes and At Home
Bluebird Care.............................. 9
Carpenters & Joiners
E J G J Groom ...................... 27
J R Callwood ............................ 27
John Hammond ........................ 27
Mark Terry................................. 29
Mike Webster............................ 53
Paul Forrester ........................... 29
Carpets
Abbey Carpets .......................... 50
Catteries and Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care
Chemist
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 17
Child Care
Hilary’s Childcare...................... 41
Chiropodists
Caroline Crump ........................ 17
Crown Podiatry ......................... 17
Cleaning and House Care
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 17
Cleanrite Services .................... 17
In Depth Cleaning ..................... 21
Shaw Clean .............................. 21
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Coaches
Caradoc Coaches ..................... 13
Community Centre
Mayfair ........................................ 9
Computing, Graphic and Web
Design
Jason Gough ............................ 60
Nic Sansom .............................. 60
Stretton Internet ........................ 60
Webbe Technical Services ...... 60
Cycle Repairs
Go Cycling ................................ 50
Decorators
see Painters, Decorators
DIY & Hardware
Cyril Bason Hardware............... 44
Mynd DIY .................................. 44
Stretton DIY .............................. 44
The Door nocker Company .... 49
Domestic Appliances & Repairs
A & B Smith .............................. 14
Continental Fireplaces .............. 14
Norman Jones .......................... 14
Electrical Services, Lighting
AMP Electrical .......................... 44
Bo all’s Electrician.................... 44
Charles Ephraim ....................... 44
M C Electrical ........................... 44
Stephen Morgan ....................... 44
Estate Agents
Bluestone.................................. 34
Miller Evans .............................. 34
Samuel Wood ........................... 34
Wrights Estate Agents .............. 34
Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts........................... 41
Crown Wealth Management ..... 39
NFU Mutual .............................. 39
Philippa Gee ............................. 41
Wrights Yorkshire Building Soc. 41
Fine Art Restoration
Stretton Fine Art Restoration .... 49
Florist
John R Thomas ........................ 50
Shropshire Flower Company .... 50
Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants ............. 60
van doesburg’s ......................... 60
Funeral Arrangements
A S Morris and Son................... 13
South Shropshire Remembrance
Park .......................................... 13
Furniture Restoration
J R Callwood ............................ 27
Garage Services
Burway Garage......................... 13
Central Garage ......................... 13
MOT Clinic ................................ 13
Garden Design, Services,
Supplies
Ben Carter ................................ 23
Ben Homden............................. 33
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 23
Farmer Plant Services .............. 27

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Integral Gardens ....................... 23
John Stephens Services ........... 23
Keith Warrington ....................... 23
Mike Russell Designs ............... 23
Paul Forrester ........................... 29
Paul Tinsley .............................. 33
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 29
Shropshire Lawn Co ................. 23
Stretton DIY .............................. 44
Unique Landscapes .................. 23
Whitehead Trees ...................... 23
Garden Machinery
Newington Garage.................... 13
Stretton DIY .............................. 44
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony’s Hair Studio ................. 9
Health Beauty Clinic ................ 9
Middletons .................................. 9
Shampers ................................... 9
Health, Therapies
see also Chiropodists &
Physiotherapists
Amanda Bedding ...................... 56
Birch Tree Refle ology ............. 53
Bodylogic Mobile Massage ....... 56
Cate Gowlett ............................. 53
Forever Living Products............ 56
Mandy Mason ........................... 53
Mayfair ........................................ 9
Hobbies
Burway Books........................... 49
The Prolific Crafter.................... 50
Home & Garden
Caradoc Charcoal..................... 50
The Door nocker Company .... 49
The Garden Room .................... 50
The Prolific Crafter.................... 50
Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets .......................... 50
Louise Watney .......................... 49
Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Eaton Manor ............................. 23
Mynd House ............................. 56
Willowbatch .............................. 23
House and Garden Clearance
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 29
Insurance
see Financial Services, Insurance
Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, eep Fit
Kennels
Netley ennels ......................... 41
Kitchens, Bathrooms
A J Lewis Price ......................... 27
A.2.Z Construction .................... 29
County Tiles Bathrooms ........ 27
Homefi .................................... 53
John Hammond ........................ 27
Lee Brown ................................ 53
Mark Terry................................. 29
Paul Forrester ........................... 29
Ryder Home Improvements...... 29
SMM ......................................... 33

Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster ....................... 49
D R Tipton................................. 49
Don Hale................................... 49
DWS Property Services ............ 49
E B Jones ................................. 50
G H Jones Son ...................... 50
Paul Forrester ........................... 29
Roger Lucas ............................. 50
Pest Control
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 17
Keith Warrington ....................... 23
Pet Food and Pet Care
John R Thomas ........................ 50
Pharmacy
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 17
Physiotherapists
Chris Turner .............................. 17
Marion Murdoch........................ 17
Physio Pilates ........................... 17
Plumbers, Heating
Gary Paris................................. 56
Homefi .................................... 53
J Morris ..................................... 56
John Hammond ........................ 27
J Davies Gas Services....... 53
Lee Brown ................................ 53
Morris Maintenance .................. 29
Peter Floyd ............................... 56
Ryder Home Improvements...... 29
SMM ......................................... 33
Whitfield Plumbing .................... 56
Whiting Heating ........................ 53
Printing, Copying, Photo
Products
Craven Design Print .............. 39
Marshbrook Print ...................... 39
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 39
Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry’s ...................................... 60
The Loft .................................... 60
Skip Hire
John Stephens Services ........... 23
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 29
Solicitors
FBC Manby Bowdler................. 14
PCB Solicitors........................... 14
Storage
Craven Self Storage ................. 33
Self Storage Containers ........... 33
Sweep
Shropshire Sweep .................... 21
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 21
Taxi
Longmynd Private Hire ............. 13
Tree Surgery
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 23
Whitehead Trees ...................... 23
Watches, Batteries, Straps
The Outdoor Depot ................... 49

Logs & Charcoal
Caradoc Charcoal..................... 50

Windows
A Morgan .................................. 33
Period Window Restorations .... 33

Mobility
Stretton Mobility Store .............. 13

Window Cleaning
Handyman Services ................. 17

Outdoor Clothing and
Equipment
The Outdoor Depot ................... 49
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ANDREW WEBSTER
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

BURWAY
BOOKS

18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
Home Delivery Service available

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations

4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
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We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
49

E. B. JONES

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Est. 1966

35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

Roger Lucas
Painter
and
Decorator
01694 723237
07772 705856

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
O er

rs e erience is our uali fi in uaran ee
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk

50
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Does Anyone Fancy Trying Pickleball in Church Stretton?

P

ickleball is a fast-growing game that combines
elements of badminton, tennis and table tennis. It can
be played outdoors or (more reliably in our climate)
indoors on a badminton court.
It is played with a lightweight
hollow ball over a short tennis
style net and uses a paddle that
resembles an oversized table
tennis bat.
The smaller court, slower
ball and underarm serve make it
easier to play than tennis but it
is a fast, fun and sociable game
relying on groundstrokes, volleys
and dinks and anyone can play
it although racquet aptitude
obviously helps. According to
the Pickleball England website there are clubs popping up
all over the country since taking off in the UK in 2011.
I have been playing over at Bishop’s Castle and believe
pickleball would sit very well against the other racquet

T

he Long Mynd Adventure Camp (LMAC) – in the
Stretton Hills – re-opened to visitors a few weeks ago,
after a long closure due to the pandemic. All the Camp’s
facilities are available again, providing holiday breaks for young
people in a wonderful rural setting. Of course, protocols have
been adapted to deal with the ongoing situation. For example,
there is now a three day rest period between visits, to permit
additional cleaning and reduce any risks.
Although the Camp has been closed, it hasn’t been
mothballed. There have been important improvements.
In 2019, the roof of the main hall was restored. During
the pandemic, in spring 2020, the kitchen and much of
its equipment were refurbished. Both projects were carried
out thanks to a generous donation from the Hall Garth
Charitable Settlement.
In normal times, the Camp is let at modest rates to
supervised groups including Scouts, Girl Guides and DofE
(The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award). That income, along with
donations, helps to provide free holiday breaks to deserving
children’s groups. (Anyone wanting to propose such a group
should contact the Camp). Youth leaders say the Camp is
“a great place: location is perfect, facilities are brilliant” and
praise “the total seclusion and peace and quiet” which it
offers.
In the absence of rental income for more than a year,
the Camp received valuable grants from Shropshire Council.
Chairman Peter Jenkins said: “We’re very grateful to the
Council and to our generous donors for their support. It
puts us in a strong position to recover well from the crisis.
After so many young people have been confined for so long,
what the Camp offers is more important than ever.”
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sports available here in Church Stretton. Furthermore, the
extremely helpful people of Bishop’s Castle looking forward
to assisting us to get off the ground and the possibility of
playing some friendly matches in
the not-too-distant future.
More information, rules
of play and videos can all be
viewed on the national website
at pickleballengland.org
I’m looking to run some
taster sessions at our leisure
centre – with the help of the
Bishop’s Castle players. You only
need trainers (no black soles),
a drink and a towel initially in
order to try out this lively sport.
Please do get in touch if
you’re interested so I can gauge numbers and set the ball
rolling (literally).
Carol Lyons, carollyons@btconnect.com

The volunteers who help manage and run the Camp
stayed busy during closure. A wide range of tasks are
required to keep the facility in good shape. And, although
LMAC offers a traditional experience which visitors
love, it has to refresh its appeal for each generation. So,
new volunteers are always needed to give their time and
expertise, ideally, enthusiasts with a range of business, social
media, IT or DIY skills. Volunteers can be either Trustees
or Friends. Trustees manage the charity and meet quarterly;
Friends offer their skills regularly, but in less formal ways.
Among recent visitors was a leader from Arthog
Outreach who received this comment from a recent group
who visited the Camp “The children – and staff! – had an
amazing time. I really cannot thank you enough for sorting
out our residential and providing our Year 6 children with
some normality in these difficult times. The Camp was
perfect. It gave the children a taste of adventure and had
everything we needed.”
In June and July, several groups of youngsters enjoyed
the freedom and natural beauty of a LMAC break. And,
though a long list of postponed bookings will be taken up
next year, there are still vacancies this year from August
onwards.
Bill Williams, a Stretton policeman, started the Camp
over 60 years ago. With luck and goodwill, his inspired
project will flourish for many years to come.
Prospective volunteers can contact LMAC via a form
on the website www.longmyndadventurecamp.org.uk or by
calling:
Peter Jenkins (Chairman): 01694 724919
Jim Bunce (Trustee): 01694 723802
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Historic Church Stretton –
Frederic Leighton,
the Lord Leighton of Stretton

F

rederic Leighton
(illustrated) was a
direct descendant of
the Leightons who were the
leading family in Church
Stretton in the fifteenth
century. They lived in The
Bank House, which would
have been in the grounds
of the current house of the
same name in Longhills
Road. Frederic Leighton
was a noted painter and
was President of the Royal
Academy from 1878 until
his death in 1896. He was elevated to the peerage and, remembering
his family roots in Church Stretton, took the title of Baron Leighton of
Stretton in the County of Shropshire which was gazetted on 24th January
1896. Unfortunately he died the following day and so holds the record for
the shortest lived title of any peer. As he was unmarried the title became
extinct. A memorial window in St Laurence’s Church (shown) was given by
Stanley Leighton, MP for Oswestry, a distant relative.
The left window in the south aisle of St Laurence’s Church is in
memory of Edward Leighton who was a major benefactor of the church.
He died in 1445 and the inscription at the foot of the window says (in
Latin) “for whose soul we are asked to pray”.
The right window honours Lord Leighton and has the inscription “He past (sic) a soul of nobler tone”.
The windows are surrounded by the words of the family motto “Dread Shame”.
Barrie Raynor and Tony Crowe, from Church Stretton through the ages

Shropshire Chamber Orchestra
Concert Saturday 25th September St Laurence’s Church 7.30pm
Tickets on sale at the door £10 for adults. Children free

T

he Shropshire Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Paul Kelly, will be returning to St Laurence’s Church Stretton
on Saturday 25th September to give a
concert of two contrasting halves. The
first half will feature soloists who are regular
players with the orchestra performing baroque
concertos including ‘Autumn’ from the Four
Seasons by Vivaldi, a Concerto Grosso by Handel
and Brandenburg Concerto Number Two by
JS Bach. In the second half the orchestra will
perform a new work written for them by local
composer Paul Henley and will then end the
programme with the Serenade for Strings which
was written by the eighteen-year old Czech
composer Josef Suk while he was studying in
Prague under Dvořák. Suk wrote the serenade
in the summertime following his teacher’s
instruction to write something cheerful. This
sunny piece launched Suk’s career and became
one of the main pieces in the Romantic string
repertoire.
Claire Tocknell
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201
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Church Stretton Town
Young Heroes Awards
t a time when it is often fashionable to characterise
young people as lacking the resilience of previous
generations, it was a privilege to attend the Young
Heroes Award on Friday 30th July. Organised by Church
Stretton Rotary Club and sponsored by Nick Jones, 14 local
young people had been nominated for their outstanding
contributions to the community and to their families.
Winner of the 13-plus category was Poppy Cumberlidge,
who is a young carer who not only helps to care for two
autistic siblings, but also fundraises for the charity Empathy.
Winner in the under 13 group was Hannah Woods who has
raised a staggering £1,750 for Stretton Pool Action.
[See also Rotary News item, page 24]

A

Fixing the Past, Living in the present, planning for the
future – update
By the time Focus readers read this, the Town Council hopes
to have turned a corner with its accounting problems. As
trailed in last month’s Focus, specialist help was secured to
help rectify the issues and this work has confirmed, amongst
other things, that data entry and filing had not been done
since 2019. This explains many of the issues. Over the
past five weeks the ledger has been successfully rebuilt
by Gillian Bailey, who is acting as the temporary Finance
Officer. With the help of Stephen Ollerhead, a forensic
accountant and RBS, the software house who provide the
accounting package, the ledger has been uncorrupted, and
all the historic vouchers and invoices have been input up to
the end of March. A set of accounts for the year ended 31st
March 2021 has been produced. An immense vote of thanks
to Gillian and the rest of the team.
The significance of this work is that on 17th August
the Council is scheduled to sign off its Annual Governance
statement (AGAR) and its annual accounts. All being
well these will then be available for public
inspection from 18th August and for a
further six weeks after that. The internal
audit report will also be available to
residents. Because the issues have been
present throughout the year, the Council
will be reporting negatively for all categories
of control but will be submitting its plan for
improving controls to the external auditors.
Once the accounts are submitted,
the focus will then shift to producing
management accounts for the current year
and rebuilding the ledger for the first five
months of 2021/22.
Whilst problems will still remain, the
Council will then be in a position to make
financially informed decisions for the first
time in two years.
In August and September a re-budgeting
exercise will therefore be undertaken. The
year-end data suggests that as at 31st March
2021, General Reserves were £118,000 or
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29% of the annual precept and down £40,600 over the
year. The target range is between 25% and 100% and a key
objective for completing a mid-year budget is to ensure that
the General Reserves do not drop below £102,000 or 25%
of precept.
Alongside the year-end work, an exercise has been
completed to regularise the Council’s banking arrangements,
replace the out of date signatories which date back some
years and set up the new Councillors so that proper control
can be exercised over payments. However, despite this
urgent progress, much work remains to create an effective
internal control system, address the VAT issues, update
procedures and standing orders and create meaningful
management information for both Councillors and
residents. Unfortunately, because the problems have existed
for half of the current year, next year’s audit report covering
2021/22 will also be negative, but it should reflect the
improvements which are being made now, and the target
remains a clean audit in 2023.
Alongside finance the Council has been continuing to
research issues with health and safety, parks maintenance
and building compliance. It remains on target to collate all
of the work to be taken forward by the new committees,
which, at the time of writing, is planned to formally
establish on 17th August 2021.
Risk assessment
One of the key components of the AGAR is the completion
and maintenance of a risk register which covers all aspects of
the Council’s business. This work started in earnest during
July when Council staff and Councillors joined together
for a risk workshop. During August, further workshops
will be held, which will then be distilled into the final risk
assessment, the output from which will be used to validate
and cross-check all of the priorities.

Councillors and Staff in the risk workshop
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Council Community Matters
Carding Mill Valley and the end of lockdown
Residents will have noticed the removal of the temporary
traffic restrictions on 19th July to coincide with the legal
lifting of restrictions, although many of the town’s residents
and traders continue to follow good advice to maintain
distance and wear masks. Given the demographics of the
town this remains a sensible precaution which we should all
respect.
However, respect is something which has been distinctly
lacking in the Carding Mill Valley.
Always a popular destination, there have been increasing
incidents of serious anti-social behaviour focused around
the reservoir. Large numbers of people in their teens and
twenties have been gathering late into the night and early
morning playing music, lighting fires, chasing animals and
partying, fuelled, it appears, by alcohol and reportedly other
chemical substances. Car cruising and racing is also taking
place along the valley. The impact on residents has been
significant and the risks to the revellers are also real: several
people have lost their lives across the country in swimming
accidents during the very hot weather.
A series of meetings between residents, the National
Trust, the Police and the Town Council have concluded
that the extremely hot, ‘Mediterranean’ weather, combined
with the issues created by lockdown, have exacerbated the
problem. In the short term the Police have increased patrols
but the options for more proactive operations are being
explored.
In the medium term more robust proposals include the
erection of a ‘rising-bollard’ to restrict access, say between
10pm and 5am (to facilitate the swimmers), and the Town
Council has already written to Shropshire Council to
request a Public space protection order, which is designed
to give the Police additional powers, including restrictions
on drinking. A car cruising injunction, together with a
speed limit are also being examined. Whilst the authority
to deliver these improvements lies with others, the Town
Council will continue to advocate for change.
The road along the valley floor is a public highway
and as such the maintenance is paid for by County
Highways. This makes implementation of any of the above
proposals more complicated, and in all cases there will
be a consultation to understand the local point of view.
However, in the majority of cases, new powers will only be
effective if they are adequately policed.

Reporting anti-social behaviour
is important. Many people feel
reluctant to report it, thinking that it
is a waste of time. However, reports
provide useful intelligence which helps
the Police to plan their patrols and
increase the chance of catching the people involved. West
Mercia Police advise that if you feel the situation could get
heated or violent, or if someone is in immediate danger,
call 999.
Alternatively, report online using www.westmercia.
police.uk/advice/advice-and-information or call 101. The
control room deals with 101 and online reports in the same
way.
Youth Work
A contract has now been signed to formalise the
partnership between the Shropshire Youth Association,
Mayfair and the Town Council to deliver a youth club
from October. To be held on Thursdays from 6-7.30pm, it
is aimed at young people in years 9, 10 and 11. Look out
for more publicity nearer the time.
Oak Bank Motel
A number of meetings have been held with residents and
agencies involved with adult services to discuss ongoing
concerns about the level of supervision at the Oak Bank
Motel. The premises are currently closed for refurbishment
and are unlikely to reopen before Focus readers see this.
The Town Council will continue to press the relevant
agencies to address the real concerns of residents, as well
as advocating for people who wish to turn their lives
around to receive meaningful and effective support. It
does not work to simply place people with chaotic lives in
unsupervised bed and breakfast accommodation which fails
them, local residents and the wider community.
And finally…
A tremendous thank you to everyone involved in the Arts
Festival. Set against the backdrop of the pandemic with all
of the attendant difficulties, it has nevertheless been a total
sell-out and enjoyed by all.
Andy Munro, Mayor

The Royal British Legion

T

he Church Stretton Branch of the Royal British Legion are having a ‘Drink & Chat’ hour at
the King’s Arms on Monday 6th September at 5.30 pm. If you are ex-Service, or even have a
connection to the Services and would like to join us for a drink and a chat with ‘Like Minded
People’ come along and say hello. Please note that we all buy our own drinks. (Sorry.)
Hopefully, this will be a regular gathering on the first Monday of each month.
You do not have to a be a member of the Royal British Legion to join in.
Les Mackey, Branch secretary
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849
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Locally based
Plumber
General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Food for a Healthy Planet
Friday 17th September 2021 at the Silvester Horne Institute – 7-9pm
(assuming that the Covid situation permits)
Free to members of Stretton Climate Care; £5 to non-members
The event will focus on the ways in which the environmental crisis is challenging us to re-examine our eating habits,
diets and patterns of food consumption; and there will be presentations of different practical options.
Please come and join us, ask your questions, and explore this vital topic for you and your family and for the future of
agriculture and the planet.

Timetable
7.00

Introduction by Grant Wilson, Centre Manager of the Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre, Craven Arms –
the home of Grow, Cook, Learn.

7.20

Four presentations of eight minutes each:
Eat locally and seasonally – Alastair MacKenzie of Marches Grow Local.
Grow your own planet-friendly food – Valerie Morris and Shropshire Organic Gardeners.
The Vegan and Vegetarian options – Peter Lawley, Partner in Myriad Organics, Ludlow.
Healthy eating in a healthy world – Christine Dunne of Eating Real Food for Health.

8.00

Visit the stalls of the four presenters for further information and discussion

8.30

Questions to the Panel – Grant Wilson and the four presenters.

A

s Covid restrictions allow our lives to return to a new
normal, Stretton Climate Care announces a series of
public activities over the coming weeks.
Our weekly Energy and Climate Emergency advice
drop-in sessions at The Wellbeing Centre are recommencing
each Thursday starting on Thursday 2nd September from
10am to noon. Our knowledgeable volunteers will be there
to offer advice on a wide range of issues to do with energy
saving, renewable technology and the growing climate
emergency. Look out for our leaflets around the town.
We are also pleased to announce that the first meeting
of the Church Stretton Repair Café will be on Saturday
4th September from 10am to noon in the Scout Hut.
Please bring along broken household items including
electrical goods, clothing and small pieces of furniture.
The only requirement is that the item must be something
that one person can carry, and that it is safe to repair. We
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do not charge for the repair but would ask for a donation
towards the running costs of the Repair Café. Look out
for our posters and more information on Facebook and
Community Messaging. In the meantime, you can contact
us on info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk, mentioning Repair
Café as the subject header.
Friday 17th September will see our evening meeting
entitled ‘Food for a Healthy Planet’. See above for full
details.
On 9th October our annual electric car day will be
bigger and better than ever, with many makes of all-electric
cars on show, along with electric bicycles, electric road
scooters and electric motorbikes, displays of Air Source Heat
Pumps, Photovoltaic panels and stalls about biodiversity and
the environment. See our website for further details of all
these events: strettonclimatecare.org.uk
Jon Cooke, Publicity Officer
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How to Complain Effectively

M

ost of us will, at some time, have been unhappy
with poor service or a faulty purchase, but are
we a complaining nation? In 2015, the Financial
Conduct Authority (FCA www.fca.org.uk) reported that
three quarters of Britons don’t complain, particularly
younger people.
The Consumer Rights Act (CRA) of 1st Oct 2015
describes laws enforceable from that date, which suppliers
can’t change, are obliged to know about and which they
can’t ignore. It also says that any services you buy or use
must be carried out with reasonable care and skill within a
reasonable time and, if there is a cost, for a reasonable price.
Under the CRA you have the right to return faulty
goods (with a few exceptions) or complain about poor
service, within 30 days of purchase and get a full refund.
However, never alter a new purchase, or cut off price tickets
or tags, until you’re satisfied, because alterations invalidate
your protection.
If the item is small enough, return it personally to the
retailer with your receipt and the packaging, if you still
have them. If the item is large, weighty or bulky, check
instructions on what to do. They should be in the packaging
and on the supplier’s website. Phone them if you don’t have
the internet. The supplier should process your refund within
14 days from the date they receive the returned item or your
request, whichever is latest. Bear in mind, however, that
your opinion on what’s wrong or faulty might not be the
same as the supplier’s.
First things first. Ask yourself:
is the item or service exactly what you relied on
when you bought it?
have you put it together/installed it correctly?
is any part of it broken, damaged, torn or
inoperable?
is anything missing?
is it suitable for the intended purpose?
Now to the actual complaining bit. Don’t get mad. Next,
don’t get mad. Yes, that’s a repeat, but it’s important. Anger
doesn’t help. If you’re abusive or even sarcastic, the supplier
has the right to block further communication from you.
You’re just one difficult customer they’re happy to lose. You’re
far more likely to get results by being cool, calm and rational.
You’ll need:
proof of purchase (your receipt) or the relevant
credit or debit card statement.
product instructions, including the tags on any
clothing.
a copy of the supplier’s complaints procedure
might be useful, especially for poor service or older
purchases. If this isn’t already provided, check the
internet, or telephone and ask them to send you a
copy.
Next, work out exactly what you’re complaining about
and what you want the supplier to do about it. Be specific
– waffling won’t do you any favours. Do you want them to
give a refund, a repair, a replacement, and/or promise to
improve their service? You’re only entitled to a full refund if
the item was faulty when you received it or the service you
paid for is below standard. However, some suppliers will
agree to a refund even if they’re not obliged by law to give
one, just because it’s quicker and easier and they might be
keen to retain you as a customer.
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Even if you bought something, or contracted a service,
months or years previously, you can ask for either a repair
or replacement in some circumstances, but this can be
tricky. Check your guarantee first, if there is one, then think
carefully about whether your complaint might be considered
“reasonable”(wording in the CRA). The supplier can say
“no” to the free repair you want, if they assess that the item
is a write-off, or the replacement if the cost is much higher
than the repair they offer. If the repair offered doesn’t work
or isn’t carried out in a timely fashion, then you’re entitled
to ask for a refund even if one has already been refused.
You might feel that any or all of the above isn’t enough.
For example, if a three year old tumble drier overheats and
sets fire to your kitchen, you might feel entitled to ask for a
new kitchen plus compensation for stress and aggravation,
even though the dryer is out of guarantee and it should have
been safe to use however old it was. Such claims complicate
matters so, again, be specific – the amount of compensation
you want, for example – and explain your reasons clearly
and firmly. Back up your request with photographs of any
damage and expenses.
If you complain within six months of payment, then the
supplier has to prove the item or service wasn’t faulty when you
bought it. If you’re complaining about something that’s more
than six months old, you’ll have to provide proof of the fault,
such as a report from an independent examiner, and state that
you were unaware of it at the time you purchased the item.
You’re also entitled to ask for other remedies. This
generally means you should be put back into the same
position you were in before things went wrong. It might
mean financial interest, which is particularly helpful if
you’ve lost out on dividends or accrued value on investments
by poor service from a bank or other investment platform.
Your chances of winning a complaint more than a
year after a purchase, unless you have a warranty, are slim.
However, a responsible supplier should still want to know
about your complaint in order to help them improve their
products or services. Sometimes, that approach will win you
a favourable response even if the actual complaint fails.
Here’s a quick check list:
Take action as soon as you identify a problem or
fault;
Don’t continue to use the item or service;
Work out a chronology of events and log it carefully;
You have a right to receive exactly what a supplier
promises. Is complaining worth the time and effort? Only
you can answer that, but here’s a personal story. I bought a
six-pack of Guinness as part of my Dad’s birthday gift. One
can was empty, although there was no sign of leakage or
damage. I penned a complaint – a poem, no less – and two
weeks later two very smartly dressed young men appeared
on the doorstep with a very large package of Guinness
products. They sang an apology in rhyme. Yup, they sang.
In Gaelic. Then gave me a printed English translation.
How’s that for a successful complaint?
This is just a quick and limited guide to help you make an
effective complaint: it isn’t meant to be the be-all-and-end-all
for everyone, or legal advice, but I hope it will be of some help.
Christine Williams
Credits: The Money Saving Expert
Financial Conduct Authority
Consumer Credit Act 2015
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Common Pipistrelle
Bat Conservation

Bat Walk, Rectory Wood & Field
Thursday 2nd September at 7.30pm
Come and join us for a walk around Rectory Wood and Field led by Mike Worsfield of the
Shropshire Bat Group. The group regularly monitors bats in various locations around Shropshire and
this is an area they wish to record.
Meet at the entrance by the Scout Hut at 7.30pm for a short talk before the walk with bat detectors.
Please wear suitable clothing and footwear, especially if wet. Please bring a torch.
For further information contact Wally Blake 724040. Members £3, non-members £4.

Trivia Answers
1. Dorrit
2. RL Stevenson
3. Colour
4. Timmy
5. Alexander Dumas
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Jason Gough
computing services

Hardware Software
Consultancy
Repairs Installation Support
For Business and Home users
Over 20 Year’s E perience in the IT Industry

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com

Berry’s
17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot and cold
meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes, children's menu.
Courtyard; fully licensed; dog-friendly; private room
for up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
Tripadvisor Travellers’ Choice* 2021
* in global top 10% of restaurants
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