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Stretton Focus

Editorial

W

elcome to the August edition of Focus. After months
of doing things differently the magazine is beginning
to look a bit more like its old self. The Stretton
Players and Silvester Horne Institute are back telling us about
forthcoming events, below and page 6. All Stretton and Little
Stretton are advertising their cream teas – fortunately not on
the same day, so we won’t have to choose. There’s even a dog
show – time to show off the new pet you acquired during
lockdown maybe.
The What’s On section is getting back to normal too.
There are still Zoom meetings and restrictions of course, but
many groups are getting together again. Have a look to see if
anything is for you.
And talking of activities, we have suggestions for both
children and adults including summer reading challenges at the
library (page 53), a hunt for the Rotary bears (page 36) or a
wildlife visit to St Laurence’s churchyard (page 12) or Cudwell
Meadow (page 34). The cryptic crossword is back too after a
short break (page 15).
But we still have the things you’ve told us you liked in
recent months, such as some longer articles on a variety of
subjects, whether specifically local or more general food for
thought.

Change is everywhere at the
moment though. As I write, the
government is promising an end to face
coverings and social distancing – is that
happening as forecast? More locally,
we have a newly elected Town Council
with new plans for the future. Read all
about it in Community Matters (page
20) and discover the results of the Recreation Park Survey (page
21) which you might have contributed to back in February.
The 2020-21 student journalists are moving on too, having
finished their time at Church Stretton Academy. We express
our thanks to them in the article on page 8. As you will see,
they would love to hear from you, the readers, so please let us
have your thoughts and comments on their articles and those
of the new group of students next term.
Finally, congratulations to Scrappies on their 25th
anniversary. Scrappies is a much-loved institution in the area,
but maybe a bit hidden away from those of us without young
children. I certainly learnt a lot about them from the article on
page 50. Time for a visit I think.
Patricia Thomas
Editor for August

New Treasurer needed for Stretton Focus

T

his important position in Stretton Focus is responsible
for the accounting function in the context of a limited
company and for providing financial advice to the
directors.
A team player is required working in liaison with other
Focus staff throughout the year as well as managing the endof-year accounts. The Treasurer sits on the Stretton Focus
Community Awards panel and, after a mutually satisfactory
introductory period, is appointed a Director of Stretton Focus.

An Excel computer
accounts program is
currently used but use of
alternative proprietary computerised accounts packages could
be considered.
All Focus staff are volunteers, and we operate on a friendly,
supportive but professional basis.
If you are interested, please contact the Stretton Focus
Chairman at r.fillenham@btinternet.com in the first instance.

Wotcha Will or Twelfth Night

The following is a synopsis of
our play:
“In the long history of the
Coddington Players amateur
dramatic society, Shakespeare has
not featured in their repertoire.
Chairman Gordon Naylor has decided that the time is right
to change that. He is confident that with new member Rod
Ravens at the helm, the Coddington Players will rise to
the occasion. From the start, there is some resistance to the
idea. Is Rod as experienced as he claims to be in directing
Shakespearean productions? Can he succeed in pulling it off,
or will the ‘Doubting Thomases’ amongst the players, throw a
large spanner into one of the best loved of the Bard’s works?”
Where can I get a ticket? Tickets are available from Ray
Philpotts by emailing rphilpotts226@btinternet.com or by
calling 01694 720159. We will follow the current Covid
arrangements and, even though they may have changed by the
time you read this article, we will take your contact details.
Seating will be limited and it will be first come first served
so book your tickets as soon as you can. We look forward to
seeing a full audience (and without the torrential rain that
preceded our play last year).

T

he Stretton Players are preparing to put on another play
in the Rectory Field on Sunday, 15th August. We have
all missed the opportunity to perform and entertain
over the last year and as the play last August was so popular, we
have decided to repeat the event. It will follow a similar ticket
only format and tickets will be free, although we will make a
retiring collection which will be given to a local charity. Please
bring your own chairs or picnic blankets and the seating will
be arranged in line with any restrictions that are relevant at the
time of performance.
So, what is Wotcha Will? This is an entertainment based
on Shakespeare’s Comedy Twelfth Night and has been specially
written to present the story in the context of an Amateur
Drama group, The Coddington Players, rehearsing the play.
The Bard’s full title is Twelfth Night or What you Will and our
version takes a liberty with the subtitle and with a tongue
firmly in the cheek – in fact with a lot of cheek. We present
the story somewhat abridged so that the audience won’t have
to sit in the open for more than two hours and aim to make
the action of the play easily understood for those who aren’t so
familiar with Twelfth Night.
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What’s On in the Strettons in August
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages
Hopefully, the remaining Covid restrictions will
now have been lifted.
Please continue to check websites or contact
event/group organisers to get the latest
updates.

Every Thursday and Friday
Christian Meditation

Experience the ancient practice of Christian
Meditation (contemplative prayer) in a small
safe group.
At the moment, we meet online only.
Please contact John Dennison 722599 or
1johndennison@gmail.com
Thursday: 8pm for 8.15pm start
Friday: 2pm for 2.15pm start

Every Thursday

Yoga at Westhope

With Sue Pugh. Numbers are limited, with
only a few places left.
Contact Betty Manley: 07860447397
10.30-11.30am Westhope Village Hall

Every Tuesday

Yoga Class at SHI (term-time only)

£8 per session. Open to all. There is plenty of
room in the hall.
Call David Hedge: 07870 936889
Please note new morning start time.
10-11.30am SHI

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday
Walking for Health

Leaving from outside the HWBC. Small groups
only so if you are interested, please contact
Mayfair.
Tuesday/Thursday 10.30am
Wednesday 10.30/11am

Second Thursday

Marmaladies WI Virtual Meeting

We meet once a month on the second
Thursday of the month. Currently we are
using Zoom so please contact the secretary:
carol.greswell@gmail.com
or via the Marmaladies Facebook page to
get an invitation to join the Zoom meeting.
In September we hope to be back at Mayfair
having face to face meetings, with the first
one being basket weaving.
8pm via Zoom

4 Wednesday

Second Saturday

Drop-In Surgery with Hilary Luff

This will be a regular event with Councillor
Hilary Luff. See main CS Library item for more
information.
10am-12 noon CS Library

Weekends/Bank Holiday

The Shropshire Hills Shuttle Bus

The service is running on weekends and
August Bank Holiday Monday, until Sunday
26th September.
For more Shuttle Bus information, including
timetable and route map, ticket prices,
suggested walks etc, please visit: www.
shropshirehillsshuttles.co.uk

CS Arts Festival Organ Recital

Today’s recital is by Michael Oakley, Director
of Music at St Laurence’s Church, Ludlow.
There will be coffee in the Village Hall
(opposite the church) from 11.15am, and The
Royal Oak will serve lunches afterwards.
12 noon St James’ Church, Cardington, SY6
7JZ

Outdoor Performance of Romeo & Juliet

The Three Inch Fools present
‘An inventive take on the world’s best known
love story.’ Tickets from: www.ticketsource.
co.uk/booking/t-enmorq
7pm Acton Scott Historic Working Farm

Arts Festival Outdoor Events 5 Thursday

31 July: Illyria - HMS Pinafore
1 August: Kabantu
3 August: Boxtree Productions - Alice in
Wonderland
Details/prices/booking information:
strettonfestival.org.uk
Various times, all on Rectory Field

1 Sunday (also 15 and 29)

Summer Festival Services

To be held outdoors. Look out for details on
posters around town, on our website and see
this month’s Anglican Voice for more details.
10.30am for 11am service Various venues

2 Monday

CS Arts Festival Organ Recital

Shaun Turnbull, one of the best up-andcoming organists, comes from Blackburn
to play for us. The Green Dragon is kindly
opening from 11am to provide coffee, and will
serve lunches after the recital.
12 noon All Saints’ Church, Little Stretton, SY6
6RD

Westhope Whist Drives

Our fortnightly whist drives begin again and
we look forward to welcoming all our whist
players back. Please bring along family and
friends who would enjoy a game of whist.
Info from Amie: 07486414742 or Betty:
07860447397
7.30pm Westhope Village Hall, SY7 9JL

Westhope Clover Club

A social group for the over 60’s, meeting
on the first Thursday of the month with a
varied programme of events in the hall and
occasional outings. We welcome all former
members and new members to come along
and enjoy a very friendly sociable group.
Enquiries to Amie 07486414742 or Betty
07860447397

6 Friday

CS Arts Festival Organ Recital

Richard Walker is the organist for the final
recital. There are numerous places to get
coffee and lunch within a few yards of St
Laurence’s.
12 noon St Laurence’s

7 Saturday

Mayfair Pop-Up Themed Book Sale

Holiday fiction, maps, walking guides.
10am-3pm Outside the HWBC

7 Saturday (also 14, 21, 28)

CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club

Come and enjoy an informal evening of dance
and socialising. All abilities welcome, with or
without a partner.
Info from Christine: 723386
8-11pm SHI

Stretton Focus
Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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15 Sunday

Stretton Players Open Air Performance

The Players present ‘Wotcha Will’ based on
Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’
Tickets are free and available from Ray
Philpotts on tel: 720159 or email:
rphilpotts226@btinternet.com or by
retiring collection for local charity.
See main item for more information.
2pm Rectory Field

17 Tuesday

CS Gardening Club Proposed Outing

We hope our visit to Wollerton Old Hall will go
ahead, restrictions allowing.
Open to all. Garden Club members have
priority if the trip is over subscribed. Any
queries or bookings please contact Wendy
Lee on 722844 or wendylee874@btinternet.
com
10.30am start

20 Friday

‘Make your own Animal Wall Hanging’

Activity for children at CS Library. Booking
required.
Time to be confirmed CS Library

22 Sunday

Charity Cream Tea

Hosted by All Stretton Village Society.
Cream tea is £3 per person. Various stalls/
activities. Parking is very limited so please
arrive on foot or be dropped off if you can.
To reserve your place please email:
creamtea@hurst-wood.co.uk
or leave a message on 07813 127558
2-4pm ‘Hurst Wood’, All Stretton, SY6 6LP

27 Friday

Bingo Night at Westhope

‘Teas to Please’ Annual Charity Fundraiser

Subject to any Covid restrictions that may be
in place.
Please contact Mike Bourke: 722910
2-5pm each day All Saints Church garden,
Little Stretton

Group and Venue Updates
CS Bridge Club

Closed at time of going to press. Please check
the website for information:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton

CS Croquet Club

We welcome anyone who would try to try
the sport. We have Tuesday ‘Club afternoons’,
competitive events and a busy social diary
too!
Contact: Fane Conant, Club Secretary, on
722610 or email fanesue@aol.com

CS Leisure Centre

Please check with the Leisure Centre
regarding any sessions that may now be
taking place. Please ring 720051
shropshire.gov.uk/leisure-services/find-aleisure-centre/church-stretton/

CS Library

We have a Summer Reading Challenge for
children and adults. See main item for
details.
The Much Wenlock U3A group art exhibition is
available to see during library opening hours.
You can check the current opening hours on
our website, calling us on 722535 or emailing
us at Churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.
uk

CS School Theatre

Licensed bar. Eyes down 7.30pm.
Westhope Village Hall, SY7 9JL

28 Saturday

‘Make your own Animal Wall Hanging’

Activity for children at CS Library. Booking
required.
Time to be confirmed CS Library

Little Stretton Dog Show

29 Sunday – 30 Monday

Entries for puppies, 6-12 months, pedigree,
mixed breed, veterans, plus novelty classes:
best rescue and more.
Barbara Walker: 720132
12 noon for entries, 2pm for the show
Field next to the church, Little Stretton

The School Theatre remains closed to the
general public and will re-open when it is
safe to do so.

CS Stroke Support Group

With regret our meetings are cancelled for
the time being but for any information ring
Jane 01694 658027 or Hilary 01694 723419

CS Town Council

The Council can be contacted on 722113 or via
email: reception@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
The Council is updating information
continuously on its website:
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers

Our friendly group welcomes new members.
The ability to read music is not required.
Contact Ruth Jenkins: 724919

Knit and Natter at Berry’s

Meetings at Berry’s are suspended until
safe social distancing can be assured.
Please contact Liz Strachan for the latest
information: 07971 289273 or lizmegroup@
gmail.com

Ley Gardens

Community events suspended until further
notice. This includes:
• Joy Yoga/Joy Yoga Flow
• Knit and Natter
• Thursday Lunch Club

Long Mynd Camera Club

The camera club’s 2021/2022 season will
hopefully start on Wednesday 8th September.
For updates and other news, please visit the
website:
www.longmyndcameraclub.com/programme

Marches Independent Photography (MIP)
Meetings currently via Zoom. Please check
the website for updates and details of
upcoming meetings.
mip.photium.com

Mayfair/Health & Wellbeing Centre

Please see website for events and classes
open to the public. We offer our ‘Mayfair
Meals’ hot meal delivery service 365 days a
year.
Telephone: 01694 722077
Website: www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Mayfair Lunch Club

We’ll be continuing to take lunch bookings for
Mondays and Wednesdays.
A Mayfair home-cooked main and pudding
with tea or coffee costs £10. Reservations
should be made in advance. To make a
booking, phone Mayfair reception on 722077

National Trust: Carding Mill Valley

CMV car park is open but has limited spaces.
Toilets are open 9.30am to 4.30pm. Takeaway
options available from the kiosk. Card
payments only. No events planned at present.
Do check the website for volunteering
opportunities:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carding-mill-valleyand-the-long-mynd

Continued overleaf...
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What’s On continued
Parish Centre, St Laurence’s

Closed until further notice for any purpose
except for the Food Bank.
This affects WO listings:
• C.A.M.E.O. meetings
• Messy Church
• Mothers’ Union meetings
• Southern Cross Line Dance Class
• U3A Singing for Pleasure Group
Do check the website for updates:
www.strettonparish.org.uk

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

Due to Covid 19, no evening meetings are
planned at the moment. Some walks are now
planned with safety measures in place. The
situation is subject to change so please see
our website for up to date details:
www.rspbsouthshropshire.com

Scrappies

We are delighted to be open with normal
shopping hours on Wednesdays (10-5),
Thursdays (10-4), Fridays (10-4) and Saturdays
(10-4) and we are enjoying being back in
the store and re-connecting with all our
customers.
Email: info@scrappies.org
Website: www.scrappies.org

Silvester Horne Institute

We have an Autumn programme planned and
our first event is on 7th October, when we
welcome Kathryn Roberts and Sean Lakeman.
Please note that bookings may have to be
limited. Website:
www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk

Shropshire Ornithological Society

Due to Covid restrictions, the Church
Stretton branch of Shropshire Ornithological
Society has cancelled all indoor meetings
until October 2021. Please check website:
strettonsos.wordpress.com

Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch
No indoor meetings planned at present.
However, there is a series wildlife talks
that you can enjoy at home on the group’s
YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/c/
ShropshireWildlifeTrust

Stretton Cancer Care Support Group

Meetings regretfully cancelled until further
notice. However committee members are very
willing to listen and offer support. Contact
numbers:
Lesley McIntyre 01694 723427
Rosemary Willietts 01694 722112

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice

There are no planned events at present but
we can be reached by phone on 07528 493181
or by email:
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Key to Abbreviations/
Addresses:
CMV – Carding Mill Valley
CS – Church Stretton
CS Library – Church Street, SY6 6DQ Tel:
722535
CS School – Shrewsbury Rd, SY6 6EX
Tel: 722209
St. Laurence’s Church/CS Parish Centre –
Church St, SY6 6DQ
Mayfair – Mayfair Community Centre,
Easthope Rd, SY6 6BL. Tel: 722077
HWBC – Health and Well Being Centre, next
to Mayfair, SY6 6BL
Methodist Church – Watling St South, SY6
7BG
SHI – Silvester Horne Institute,
High St, SY6 6BY. Tel: c/o CS Town Council
Office 722113
URC – United Reformed Church, High St, SY6
6BY
VH – Village Hall
Contact Numbers – only numbers OUTSIDE
the CS dialling code area (01694) will include
the full number.

Tuesday Club

Closed until further notice.
Contact: Joy: 723687

For the latest community updates, consider
subscribing to the excellent free community
messaging service by Rob/Sue Hill:
communitymessaging@scrappies.org

Silvester Horne Institute
SHI Events
e are pleased to be back this autumn and look
forward to seeing you again.
The layout of the Hall may look a little
different and we will have to restrict the number of tickets
available to meet the Covid regulations.
We have arranged an exciting programme which will
run from October 2021 to April 2022 and will cover various
musical genres, from the early Hot Club days of Stephane
Grappelli’s Paris, a Tribute to Simon and Garfunkel, a Gala
Concert, and a Klezmer Band serving an exuberant and
soulful cocktail of wedding tunes and lamenting lullabies, to
name but a few.

W
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Our first event will be on Thursday 7th October,
7.30pm when we welcome Kathryn Roberts and Sean
Lakeman, two of the British folk scene’s most accomplished
performers. They have graced the stages of the world for the
last 20 years, winners of the Best Duo, BBC Radio 2 Folk
awards 2013 and 2016. Full details will follow later. Tickets
£15 available from the Town Council Office or online www.
silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
Please note that there is a link from the Roberts/
Lakeman website to our site, which has led to bookings
being made already, which may have to be limited.
So enjoy your summer and come and join us in the
autumn.
Mike Walker

August 2021
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Church Stretton Pride of Place
Following periods when Covid-19 rules restricted our
ability to meet the Litterpickers and Station Gardeners
have cautiously resumed their activities and we would like
to say a big thankyou to the following organisations and
individuals who have supported our work during the past
year. We are very grateful.
Stretton Stone Masons £300 for litter picking.
Patsy Smith £75 for the station gardens.
Church Stretton Motorcycles £40 for the station
gardens.
Trevor Halsey, Co-ordinator and Treasurer
Church Stretton Pride
Letter from America
I am writing to you from New York and have recently
returned from a three month stay in Church Stretton to
look after my mother during her end of life. I wanted to
say how impressive your town is, in every way. I received
such great support from everyone in the community: the
residents at Village Pointe, the local medical practice and
the pharmacists at Hillside Pharmacy, and the employees at
the Co-op and all the other shops and cafes in the town
Also the care Mum received from Severn Hospice,
Shropdoc, the OT team and the District Nurses was
outstanding – such a credit to your part of the country. The
hospitality shown to us during a very difficult time made a
huge difference.
Thank you
Jackie Anderson
Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers
Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers originated with six
members in 2016, but at that time Hope Bowdler Church
handbells were found to be unfit for use. The Chairman
and founder of the group, Ruth Jenkins, had previously
been a member of Chiltern Handbell Ringers who kindly
loaned the group a set of Tone Chimes. We owe grateful
thanks to them for the loan, and to John Beer, their leader,
for his continued support. John is pictured here with us at a
practise session.

Using the chimes, we have performed at Stretton Hall,
Field House, Sandford House, Hagley Place, Ley Gardens,
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The Honeysuckle Club, Helena Lane Community Centre,
Westhope College, Inner Wheel, Stroke Support Group,
Rushbury School, Church Stretton Mothers Union, Church
Stretton Tuesday Club, CAMEO, and Tea Services for the
Apedale Benefice. We have even performed at local garden
centres (with perhaps less success than hoped for, under
difficult conditions acoustically!) We did however secure an
award for the Garden Centre Manager by allowing him to
join us playing ‘Jingle Bells’ – if only for the last note!
Upon receiving a quote from the John Taylor Bell
Foundry in Loughborough for a new set of bells, we set
about a major fundraising effort to raise over £4,000. The
contributions made by audiences at our concerts were added
to by income from the easyfundraising.org.uk website, a
Strawberry Tea in the garden of one of our members, and
a Sponsored Abseil down Stanage Edge in Derbyshire by
another member of the group.
Stretton Focus pledged the final £250 to enable us to buy
our new bells, pictured below.

We are eternally grateful for all your support in our
efforts to raise this sum and are now proud owners of
a diatonic set of 12 handbells. Thank you to everyone
involved.
Please consider using the easyfundraising.org.uk
website, with Hope Bowdler Handbells as your nominated
cause, when next purchasing goods online, in order for us to
purchase more bells to extend our range of music.
If you are interested in learning a new skill, which will
improve your concentration and cognitive abilities, in the
company of a very friendly group, you are most welcome to
join us. The ability to read music is not required, as we play
by number!
Contact Ruth Jenkins Tel: 01694 724919
Ruth M Way
Christian Aid Week
Final total was £4,761 of which £3,255 was gift-aided
(average £24 of 135 vouchers received) yielding £814 in tax
relief; also several pounds’ worth of foreign currency which
Christian Aid can accept and use. Thank you again for
everyone’s generosity.
Tony Peck
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Student Journalists: Thank You!

O

f all the pleasurable elements of our work at the Focus, one of the most enjoyable is to
read and publish contributions from our Student Journalists, who are all pupils following
their GCSE courses at Church Stretton School. I know that their work is highly valued,
not just by us at the magazine, but also by our invariably impressed readership.
Over the last two years, we have asked students to fill in a questionnaire about their
experiences, and their responses are thoughtful and instructive. All are highly appreciative of the
opportunity to write without a specific brief, approaching subjects with a freedom not always
experienced in set media tasks that must demonstrate certain precise writing skills to fulfil exam
criteria and questions with a particular topic and structure in mind.
It is not just freedom from the scope of set tasks that appeals to them, but the opportunity
to write at length for an audience beyond their peers and teachers. Though they are obviously
(presumably) highly engaged in the Social Media, they are acutely aware of the restrictions of
writing on these platforms, where contributions have to be limited in length and topic, and of
a tone, style and voice that has to be confined to certain narrow parameters of acceptability and
expectation within one’s particular bubble. Such an awareness confers a free pass through the
bubble wall and gives access to all the distant horizons of thought.
When we are confronted regularly by the evils of Twitter and generalised media reports about
‘wokeness’, it often takes a while to remember that these are young adults who have as many rich,
complex thoughts and ideas as older writers and readers do, and allowing them to write as entirely
free agents produces some wonderful and surprising results. It’s sometimes frustrating to limit
three of them to a certain number of words in order to fit the double page spread we allow them!
These were not ‘A’ level students when they wrote these pieces – they were 15- to 16-yearolds, and the level of their sophistication has been striking. Katie, for example, who wants to
become a journalist, writes to us about the way in which she has delved into the subject of Yemen,
and come to understand how under-reporting can distort our perceptions of important issues.
She’s well on the way to fulfilling her ambitions with such realisations. Georgia is particularly
pleased with the way that an open task helps one to develop self-reliance through the free
publication of controversial opinions which might not always be accepted by one’s peers when
delivered in limited contexts. She has clearly discovered something new about herself, her writing
and life in general. Grace has already begun to develop those key university skills of researching
sources and sifting material. She will thrive in any academic environment. Lucy has benefited
from gaining an insight into the writing industry and has already told us she would like to
write some more pieces for us. We invite her to do so without reservation. Caleb is particularly
appreciative of the letter he received from one of our readers, and is clear that the experience
has influenced his choice of English at ‘A’ Level, where he will reap the benefits of even more
demanding and fulfilling writing.
These are not just token youngsters chosen to make Focus look a bit more inclusive. It just
happens that the demography or our contributors and readers is narrower than we would ideally
like it to be, and we emphatically want to include other younger voices whenever they should
choose to be heard in our magazine.
This has been a particularly strong cohort of young journalists, and their work has been
exceptional. They have given us all a wonderful insight and sense of optimism at a time when
optimism is generally in short supply. We thank them from the bottom of our hearts.
They are understandably keen for feedback, as all our young contributors have been, and we
would love our readers to send us comments on the articles for this past academic year, as well as
on the work of future groups.
Graham Ogdon, On behalf of the Stretton Focus Editors

Trivia Corner No 213
Stretton Focus
Student Journalists
2020-21.
Katie Howard,
Caleb Richards,
Georgia Davies,
Lucy Poole,
Grace Wood
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by Ken Willis

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

In which sport has India won eight of their Olympic Gold Medals?
The death of which US Rock and Roll star is commemorated in the song American Pie?
Who wrote the Water Music for George I?
What is dermatology the study of?
Dwarfs, red giants and white dwarfs are forms of what?
Answers on page 54
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certiﬁed Fitness Instructor

Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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Mayfair News

B

ack in April, Mayfair’s Trustees met and agreed on a proposal to convert two of the upstairs rooms in the Mayfair
Centre, into an exciting new mixed-use space. This area is now a new home base for the 44Bs and an adaptable and
attractive room for hire.
The 44Bs is our day opportunities service for adults with learning disabilities. They have been a part of the Mayfair
family for nearly 20 years, but until now they have not had a designated, purpose-built space. When an audit last year
confirmed that the IT suite, though well set up, was not getting very much use, we
decided this space could be combined with an adjacent office and redesigned to
better provide for the needs of the 44Bs and other centre users. After consultation,
the plan was costed and with the approval of our landlord, Connexus, work began
in June.
Although the
room is a designated
44B room on some
days, its clever
design opens exciting
possibilities for
inclusive activities
and room hires. It
has a smart new
kitchen area, suitable
for cookery demos
and activities, a large
tabletop space suitable
for craft groups or
homework clubs, and
computer corner for
those needing access to
A sketched plan showing how the space will be arranged
desktop devices.
The design also
incorporates surfaces,
sinks and stoves that
are accessible for
wheelchair users.
Both service users
and staff are really
excited about the
opportunities this
development will
bring and we look
forward to showing
you around.
An early design showing the rise and fall sink and stove top
Yoga for mind and body
Next month will bring a fresh face to Mayfair with the arrival of Liz Curtis. Liz
will be teaching yoga classes with us from September. Her own personal yoga
journey started a long way south of here, in her last year of secondary school in New
Zealand. “I found it so enjoyable and transformative. Yoga helped me tremendously
to cope with back problems I had from an early age, as well as helping me to cope
with the stresses of life as a young adult setting out on my further education and
Clockwise from top left: A wild and ornamental
career.”
John Ellis; Princess Alexandra of Kent in full
Liz moved to England in the early 1980s and in 2002 she decided to train as a
yoga teacher herself with the British Wheel of Yoga. “I tried many different styles of yoga, seeking one which was right for
my physical make-up and limitations. Eventually it was suggested to me that a viniyoga teacher would suit me best. ‘Vini’
means ‘appropriate’ and the underlying premise of viniyoga is that it must be appropriate for the individual, taking into
account their personal physical makeup, limitations and expectations, and working with their mind, breathing and body in
a way to bring about positive changes in a safe and enjoyable way.
“I have taught many people over the last 19 years and have learnt a tremendous amount from them, helping me to
recognize the most effective postures and variations to use to bring about positive results in both mind and body, no
matter what initial reason an individual may have for coming to my yoga classes, many have experienced the benefits of
regular practice far beyond their initial expectations. Most of my classes have been based in North Herefordshire and South
Shropshire villages as well as Ludlow and more recently in Baschurch, north of Shrewsbury. With a move nearer to Church
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Building Back Better
Stretton in the near future, I am very much looking forward to starting classes at the Mayfair Centre in September
and joining in with the local community.’
Liz will be teaching our Monday evening yoga classes, with beginners at 5.15 and intermediates at 7pm. If
you’re interested in signing up, call reception on 01694 722077.
How does our garden grow?
How do you like our garden? It’s a little bit random isn’t it? We are, to
some extent, letting the garden do its own thing which means, besides the
plants we’ve put in, some wild plants have come into the garden, which the
pollinators seem to like.
Although the garden might seem a little haphazard, it actually takes
quite a bit of caring for and we are indebted to the volunteers that do so.
Mary Procter and Joan Kerrison keep it weeded and tidy, including the
borders behind Mayfair. John Alexander also helps to keep the weeds in
that area down, but additionally cares for the Beacon garden, ensuring it is
an attractive and relaxing social area for users of the Beacon. This is where
the Princess Alexandra roses that we were given when Princess Alexandra
opened the Centre can be found. They have bloomed well this year.
We are grateful to Stretton Climate Care for providing some of the
herbaceous plants and vegetables, and our thanks to Paul who supplied the
topsoil. We have John Ellis to thank for making the plant supports – even
willingly replacing the one that was stolen earlier in the year. When we
need some heavier work done, we call on Eric Brown or John Bacon to
come to our rescue. So, you see, it’s a real joint effort – as is all Mayfair’s
work. Thank you to all our brilliant and dedicated volunteers.
Meg Bacon
Giving the (young) people what they want
Are you interested in helping young people? Could you spare a few hours
on a regular basis? We are looking for volunteers to work with experienced
youth workers on an exciting new venture. A group of local organisations
and interested people have come together to respond to the results of the
questionnaire, together with subsequent consultations and conversations
with young people. The overriding response was a request for somewhere to
meet up after school. We have been talking to local youth about what that
means and working to make their request a reality.
Shropshire Youth Association (SYA) are providing the qualified youth
workers, support and training for volunteers. The Town Council have
provided funding for work and Mayfair will help with volunteer recruitment.
Together, we are exploring possibilities for the best space for activities to take
place; suggestions include the Pavilion and using the former TSB bank as a
Youth Centre.
Detached youth workers have been
talking with young people of all ages; based
on conversations with 13- to 16-year-olds,
we are aiming to set up a once-a-week session
for this group in September. This would be
dependent on finding enough volunteers to
support the activity, so do please spread the
word. Anyone interested in helping should
contact Kate Slater, Mayfair’s Volunteer
Coordinator on 722077 or at
planting mix; rustic plant supports donated by
bloom; John Alexander enjoys a well-earned tea break kate.slater@mayfaircentre.org.uk
Happy holiday reading
Until we can safely hold a big indoors book sale again, we aim to hold smaller,
themed book sales, kicking off on Saturday 17 July and Saturday 17 August, with
a sale of holiday reading. You can find us outside Mayfair’s Health and Wellbeing
Centre on Easthope Road, from 10am to 3pm. There will be lots of paperback
fiction to peruse, as well as maps and books on walks. So, whether you’re intending
on spending your summer on the beach, book in hand, or exploring closer to
home, we’ve got you covered. Come for a browse, buy a book, support your local
community centre. All funds raised will go to support Mayfair’s work within the
community.
The Mayfair Books Team, Full article from The Mayfair Team
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Churches Count on Nature

C

hurches Count on Nature (caringforgodsacre.org.uk) – is a new
initiative from A Rocha and Caring for God’s Acre. It encourages
churches to set aside time each year for people to visit and enjoy
churchyards and to record the nature living there, such as wildflowers,
lichens and butterflies.
Churchyards are often sanctuaries for all kinds of wildlife. The
churchyard at St Laurence’s in Church Stretton is always open for people
to enjoy. But on Sunday 13th June there was a special opportunity for
people to look around and the chance for all ages to join in recording and
identifying species. To help people appreciate the species and management
of the churchyards, lots of helpful signs were placed. Some simply identified
plant species, others explained their uses. Some encouraged reflection while
others explained the management of different areas, or the wildlife found in
particular habitats. There has been loads of positive feedback regarding the
signs, both from churchgoers and passers-by, with people really enjoying the
chance to learn a little more, to make time to reflect on the wonder of God’s
creation and brush up their plant ID skills.
On the
Sunday, some
surveying
took place
together
with simple
ID sheets
available for younger passers-by. Surveys in the past 15 years
have identified four species of mammal, six species of birds
passing through or resident, 22 species of invertebrates, 128
species of flowering plants and 41 species of lichens and
fungi. So it was quite a challenge to find additional species!
However, several invertebrates – four beetles and three bees
– were added to the list on the Sunday along with three new
birds.
A week later there was a Messy Church session after
school. We had over 20 children and adults participating,
and we used the ID sheets produced by Churches Count on
Nature. The youngsters were very enthusiastic in seeking out
and identifying the eight flowers on their sheets and adding
new ones (with some enthusiastically drawing or painting these).

Then we looked for bugs of all kinds and found woodlice,
earwig, a millipede, bees (there was a nest of red-tailed bees),
beetles and best of all a beautiful scarlet tiger moth was seen
flying through. And finally, we talked about lichens – what a
strange mix of three plant kingdoms they are – and how they
love to grow on gravestones. The youngsters and their helpers
managed to add another six species to the official Churchyard
list.
The information signs will remain in the churchyard until
the wildflower areas are cut back in late August, so please go and
enjoy them. As they fade in heavy rain, they will then be stored
and reappear next spring.
Isabel Carter
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Longmynd
Private Hire
Local Pick-ups
Long and Short journeys
Airport Transfers
Contract Work
Any Job Considered
PRE-BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Call: 01694 722472
Email: longmynd_limo@
btinternet.com
Established 20 years
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Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Built In/Freestanding
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677
14
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Cryptic Crossword by Stan Yelds
Completing the puzzle will reveal a local theme.
Across
1. Barrio jail holds Spanish red (5)
4. Yes, back in Cologne after hard start for
pilgrimage (3)
6. A revolutionary union gives grief (4)
9. Openings for some pleasant activities in
Droitwich or Leamington? (3)
10. See 8 Down
11. A quiet wood (3)
12. The study of tongues is dynamic yet
gloomy (9)
13. One’s obliged after cold quail (5)
14. Fortunate and brave – but a non-starter (5)
16. Desperate to go on excavation (4,5)
18. Notice after take away – what’s this? (5,4)
20. Could be about time to get a hat (5)
21. Region around new enclosure (5)
22. Rationality present in scam religion (9)
24,25,26,28. A ton and another cryptically
(3,7,3,3)
27. See 8 Down
28. See 24
29. Rearing sweet potato – an American native
(5)
Down
1. Walruses seldom play here, but 8 10 27 does (8,6)
2. A circle meets with change to get an oval holder (5)
3. Small fish wrought havoc around New Year (7)
4. Ordinary people vote in house 101 (3,6)
5. Non-serious horsewoman loses cape (5)
6. For indigestion try “Formic” (7)
7. Maitre d’ loses one course early on (9)
8,10,27. Local institution initially making second
century captured by volume: 24 25 26 28 (6,8,7,4)

15.
17.
19.
20.
22.
23.

Farewell dance of writhing creature (6,3)
Hits hard and stuns would-be officers (9)
Marine fish reserve drowns every one (3,4)
Untidy bedroom shows a lack of interest (7)
Do stint in central Africa once (5)
Girl in a city in US state, maybe (5)

Solution in the September Focus

Scout Group News

A

ugust is the time when there are usually no meetings
and Scouters take a well-earned rest (while planning
the Autumn programmes). The exception is the
Troop which normally holds its annual Summer Camp.
This year, however, at the time of going to press there was
no information as to when restrictions would be lifted so
everything is in abeyance but, like all sections of the Group,
meetings have been extremely active outdoors.
Two activities of the Troop were ‘Bracken Bashing’ to
help the Batch Valley Tree Project clear areas to enable trees
to be planted – a task which was tackled with enthusiasm!
– and the Troop’s annual Caradoc Climb which is normally
held in October but was cancelled last year because of the
restrictions. It was tried this year as a summer activity and
gave a completely new aspect to the project.
The Tuesday Cub Pack has been concentrating on the
Naturalist Badge with one of the most enjoyable activities
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being stream dipping in Carding Mill
Valley. Cub Leader Jane Wrench reports
with delight that they have had good
weather for every meeting.
The Wednesday Pack has passed five members up into the
Troop and taken in new members. Their outdoor activities
have included tracking, tent pitching and scavenger hunts.
The Explore Unit has been mountain biking over the hills
– with resulting punctures but, living up to their motto of ‘Be
Prepared’ they were able to cope. They ran their own ‘Flix in
the Stix’ with an outdoor cinema presentation and tried wild
swimming in the reservoir.
In all the Group has followed the national urge to keep
the ‘Out’ in ‘Scouting’.
Fred Reeve
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Historic Church Stretton – Ragleth House

T

his fine Georgian house, built about
1790, was originally set in its own
extensive grounds. These extended
eastwards almost to the line of the present
railway. The house has subsequently been
altered and extended and the roof raised to
provide further accommodation. It has a
fine front door but it is unlikely that the bay
windows were part of the original structure.
It has the honour of being mentioned
favourably by Pevsner in 1958. It is possible
that the stone base could be part of an earlier
house.
For a time it was the home of George
Corfield, a draper and grocer, and his wife
Mary, formerly Mary Beddoes. They had
seven daughters and five sons. Their son
George owned Brooks Mill in the Carding
Mill Valley from 1824-36.
About 1838 five of the daughters, Anne,
Martha, Elizabeth, Susannah and Jane,
established in Ragleth House a boarding
school called The Misses Corfield’s Ladies’
Academy (they had previously lived and had
their school at Spring Cottage in Burway
Road). In 1841 the boarding school had 32
pupils aged between seven and 14 but it had
only eight in the 1851 census. It is hard to imagine the cramped dormitory arrangements for this number of girls in
1841. The school closed about 1852 and in the 1861 census the sisters were described as ‘retired governesses’. Four of
these sisters remained as spinsters and lived to be a great age. Anne died at the age of 84, Martha aged 88 and blind,
Elizabeth 68 and Jane 82.
For many years Ragleth House was the home of one
of the Church Stretton medical practices. From about
1895 until he died in1931, Captain George Higginson, an
army doctor, lived and practised here. He was followed by
Dr Horace Gooch until he died in 1951 whereupon the
practice was continued by his wife Winifred. Throughout
this period surgeries were held in the small stone building at
the rear of the house (left). One room was the waiting room
with benches around the walls, the other was the surgery.

The Coach House
Within the original curtilage was a large coach house
(right) belonging to Ragleth House which has since been
converted into residential accommodation. For a period
before the Roman Catholic Church was built in 1929, it was
used for services.
Tony Crowe and Barrie Raynor
An extract from Church Stretton through the ages
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Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.

CAROLINE CRUMP

Registered with the H.P.C.

S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

REFLEX THERAPIST

Private Consultations
and Home Visits

"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
R.E. & C.O. ALMAN MPS
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements
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Catholic Voice

N

ext month I resume my dissertation
for an MA in Reformation and
Early Modern History, which God
willing will lead to pursing a doctorate. At the
university where I am studying, I was surprised to find
in the library during the January term the appearance of
large baskets of fleece blankets on each floor. These were
for students, should they feel cold when using the library.
To me, being of a ‘certain age’ it seemed a little absurd
to be providing such things for students. What about
personal responsibility? What about coming prepared
and wearing a sweater and/or coat? This is not a swipe at
our younger people, I am sure they have many different
hurdles to cross and pressures to deal with than in my
own adolescence. I simply want to use this example as a
way of talking about responsibility.
This week, at the time of writing, the government
has indicated that most of the Covid mitigations and
restrictions are to be lifted on 19th July, and more
personal choice and responsibility will be encouraged.
As a society we seem to desire the fullest personal
freedom possible and yet be free from liability and
responsibility, i.e. when things go wrong it is someone
else’s fault or responsibility to solve the problem. With
each successive generation, we need to teach resilience
and personal responsibility. If I make a poor choice,
then I need to work through the consequences and learn
from the experience. By cancelling out responsibility
and consequences we can diminish the full dignity and
stature of the human person, some of our most important
insights into our strengths and capacities are discovered
in adversity e.g. the true value of friendship is tested in
trial, or we can be most creative when forced to solve a
problem. All this is not to say we should not come to
the help of those who struggle or are unable to resolve
consequences wrought by their choices or circumstances.
As a Christian, I believe that the human person has
a God-given dignity. We have strengths and weaknesses,
freedom to choose good or evil, the ability to grow in
wisdom – but all this comes with responsibility and
consequences. The choices we make, the compassion we
share, the personal responsibility we have, all shape who we
are as people and a as community. As freedoms are restored
and personal choices made, may we learn to fully appreciate
what John Donne (the Poet and Cleric) wrote in 1642:
No man is an island,
Entire of itself;
Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.

N

A Community Cat

o, I haven’t gone barking mad! This particular cat was a
very special cat. I know we all think our pets are special
from 10 year old goldfishes and century old tortoises
and I have had many special cats over the years but the cat in
question was an extraordinary cat, as many people will agree.
We didn’t know how
old he was; he came to
us on a cold November
evening nearly seven
years ago. He was in a
dreadful state, he was
half starved, he had cat
flu, fleas, worms and
just very unwell; but the
most lovely green eyes
looked out at us and
after a couple of visits to
the local vet a beautiful
ginger tom cat emerged.
He was quite a character and on one hand very friendly,
I could guarantee that if visitors called Tiger would appear
from nowhere for a fuss, and on the other he would disappear
for hours and come home with a present, usually a mouse.
The impact he would have on friends and neighbours was
surprising, he was the topic of conversation, spent hours with
people who were unwell or feeling lonely. He slept on special
chairs, he even had seats moved to accommodate him. Tiger
had a very cool way of sashaying up the road, he would stop
at the end of a drive and consider ‘Do I visit here today?’ He
would arrive at doors and wait to be invited in, but if a door or
window was left open he would take full advantage. As Tiger
refused to wear a collar, neighbours thought he was a stray and
even offered to adopt him; some did unofficially if the numbers
of photographs taken was anything to go by.
He did remind us he was a cat with his battle scars, always
on his face or front legs, so he certainly didn’t shy away from
danger. On one occasion he managed to collapse a lung,
we think from squeezing through a small top window and
dropping to the floor below, but Tiger survived that and many
other scrapes as vet fees confirm but he always found his way
home. He had his vices, one being to overdose on catnip and
then sleep it off in a friend’s lovely patch of ornamental grasses.
Tiger was the kindest, warmest, most loveable creature who
was there for me and others. I would like to thank the kind
people on Sandford Avenue who found his body at the side of
the road and took him into the vets so that he could find his
way home for the last time.
Lesley Dench

T

he absence of a report in the
last Focus does not mean that
If a clod be washed away by the sea,
nothing has been happening!
Europe is the less,
Reports from the working groups are
As well as if a promontory were:
almost complete, and the Steering
As well as if a manor of thy friend’s
Group has been beavering away
Or of thine own were.
at putting together a draft version of the Plan. If, as we all hope,
Covid restrictions are loosened, we will be able to hold a meeting
Any man’s death diminishes me,
to offer this draft for consultation. The Final Plan will then be
Because I am involved in mankind.
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; ready in the Autumn.
We would also like to thank those who took the time to
It tolls for thee.
respond
to the request about a possible post-Covid re-set.
Canon Johathan Mitchell
David Howard, Chair, CLP Steering Group
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SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP
JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE
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Church Stretton Town Council
Fixing the past, Living in the present, planning for the
future – update
n July’s Focus I introduced the Council’s initial strategy
– ‘Fixing the past…’ and I thought it would be good to
start with an update.
Two bits of good news. Firstly, the Council held a
public recruitment panel on Tuesday 29th June to co-opt
a new Councillor for the South Ward. Three candidates
applied – Peter Gibbons, Amanda Bedding and Graham
Lewis – and each made a strong case outlining what
they could do to help. After public presentations by each
candidate the Council voted in public session to elect
Graham Lewis who residents may know from his work
with the Library and the Save Snatchfield Group. A warm
welcome to him, and I have written to Peter and Amanda
hoping that there will be an opportunity for them to help
the Council in other ways.
Secondly, another warm welcome to Dr Kate Howe
who has been appointed as the new Town Clerk after a
marathon day of interviews, presentations, staff meetings
and a tour of the town. Dr Howe has been fully briefed in
to the challenges we face, and joined us at last Tuesday’s
meeting where she was introduced to Councillors and the
public. Kate joins us on 1st September and we are looking
forward to her joining the team.
Focus readers will have learned last month that the
other target which the Council set itself was to look into
all of the systems and processes and I know residents have
spotted Councillors and staff walking the town and its
parks. Additionally, several audits and safety reviews have
been undertaken and the plan remains that this work will
feed into a risk assessment exercise in a couple of weeks
and which, taken together, will populate a comprehensive
schedule of tasks. This will allow priorities to be set, and
these will shape the committee structure which will work
through the ‘to do list’. This work is on schedule and we
should be able to share the
conclusions and the committee
structure in next month’s Focus.
To steal a quote, this is only the
end of the beginning. It is likely
that working through that to do
list will take a couple of years and
I don’t expect a clean audit report
until 2023.
However, at Tuesday’s public
meeting Councillors approved
some emergency repairs and the
replacement of dilapidated and
dangerous play equipment in
both the town’s parks and in All
Stretton. Paid for out of monies
received for the Community
Infrastructure Levy, it will replace
equipment in some instances last
fully maintained under South
Shropshire District Council. A
detailed article about the parks is
to be found elsewhere in Focus.
Regrettably, as work to delve into the Council’s accounts
has progressed we have identified even more problems. The
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internal auditors, who as reported in July had been trying to
start their work since January, have now been in and their
draft report does not make happy reading. Following their
work specialist forensic accountants are being interviewed
by Councillors on 7th July, and will start work shortly after.
Councillors approved a budget of £15,000 for this work.
Suffice to say we have asked PKF, the external auditors, for
a late filing extension for the annual accounts for the year
ended 31st March 2021. The internal audit report will
be available in full on the Council website as soon as it is
published by the internal auditor.
One-way system
By the time Focus readers read this the temporary one-way
system and its bollards will have been removed. Established
to create more social distancing, the arrangements have
not proved to be universally popular, but should be viewed
against the backdrop of lockdown and the need for the
Highways Team to effect changes right across the county.
With the removal of lockdown scheduled to be 19th
July, the option given to us by Shropshire Highways was
either to keep the one-way system and bollards in place for
maybe a couple of years, or to have them both removed. On
29th June Councillors voted to remove them.
That will not be the end of the matter. There is a
widespread appetite among residents for change, although
little agreement as to what that change will be. Further,
there is no money available in the Highways purse to make
any changes, hence the stark option described above. One
of the central planks of the ‘…Planning for the Future’
strategy is to develop proposals for improvements to the
public realm – parking, markets, pedestrianisation (or not),
one-way systems – and the Council will consult widely
and meaningfully with residents, traders and visitors before
making any decisions. The intention is to do this work over
the next 12 months so that it can be fed into Shropshire’s
Transport Strategy, where
hopefully, it will receive funding.
Traffic lights A49-Sandford
Avenue
A multi-agency meeting was
held on site on 1st July to
explore improvements which
could be made for all road users.
Several options were discussed
around possible improvements
to phasing of the traffic signals,
signage and general layout,
with even roundabouts being
discussed. Moving the stop
line next to the park entrance
back to facilitate large vehicles
turning into Sandford Avenue
was also considered. Highways
England stated that the traffic
lights were due to be upgraded
in October 2021 to utilise LED
lights, and this will provide new
functionality in terms of sequencing. Highways England
will be completing a study of the junction to determine
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Community Matters
what improvements can be made, and they will present
options for consultation in due course.
Community Spirit Award
“Church Stretton has a long tradition of strong community
involvement and activity. Focus, our community magazine,
lists 143 clubs and societies which cater for a wide range
of interests including sports, local history, music, theatre,
amateur dramatics, arts and crafts, photography, walking,
biking, U3A and nature and wildlife”
Thus starts the Church Stretton’s 15 page entry to
Shropshire’s Outstanding Community which goes on to talk
about community initiatives and support, communication,
connectivity, health, wellbeing, sustainable and green
initiatives, nature, security, volunteering, charity work, the
Arts Festival and fundraising. The submission concludes by
saying:
“Church Stretton is unique in the county in having
so many volunteer run organisations catering for all
generations from youth groups through to elderly and
disability support groups and for all different purposes, be
it sport, cultural pursuits or mutual help. There is a long
tradition of community service in the town which has been
reinforced generation upon generation. People are generous
in supporting others within the community both through
fundraising and in giving their time… As demonstrated by
the pandemic, when the need arises, residents of all ages
willingly offer their services for the community good.”

The whole document is an amazing
testament to an amazing community,
and arrangements will be made to make
the whole document available in the
near future. Watch out for news of the
competition and, in the meantime,
thanks go to all of you for making the community what it
is.
Youth Work
Residents will be aware that youth workers have been present
in Church Stretton each week to engage with young people
and canvass their views. On the basis of this information a
programme of work aimed at those in school years 9, 10 and
11 will start in September. Provisionally based in the pavilion
in Russell’s Meadow, it will run for 39 weeks one evening
a week and offer a fixed programme of activities organised
by the Shropshire Youth Association which are designed
to target the needs of young people. It will aim to provide
a safe, comfortable environment where snacks and drinks
are available and will address the desire for somewhere to
chill out. The work will be managed and funded through a
partnership between SYA, Mayfair and the Town Council.
And finally…
Good luck to the Church Stretton Arts Festival which runs from
26th July to 6th August, and to all other sporting endeavours
which will have played out by the time you read this.
Andy Munro, Mayor

Sandford Avenue Recreation Park Survey – What you said

T

he Town Council has analysed the results of the
town park survey, run in February 2021 by the
previous town council. There were 621 completed
surveys. The survey was mainly promoted online due
to Covid. Thank you to everyone who responded to the
survey.
The results show how much the town park is valued by
the community, especially families with children and the
elderly. Parents and grandparents value it as a place where
children can safely run about and play. Others come to
simply sit, relax and walk and enjoy looking at the flowers
and birds. The well-surfaced and level paths are appreciated
by people with mobility issues as well as young children on
small bikes.
Tennis, bowls and croquet
The people who use the tennis, bowls, croquet and crazy
golf facilities value it for the opportunity to socialise as well
as take exercise. A substantial number of people said they
are deterred from using these facilities because they are
locked and people don’t know how to access them or are
daunted by having to pay a large annual membership fee.
People were keen to have the option of paying as you go or
paying online.
Play facilities
The children’s play area and equipment, crazy golf,
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children’s cycle track and BMX track are all seen as needing
upgrading. There is support for providing rope climbing
frame equipment suitable for older children as well as play
equipment for disabled children.
Northern end of the park
People are strongly opposed to using the park to develop
houses or hotels with only 5% of people in favour of this.
There were mixed feelings about having a car park with
entrance from the A49. 47% of respondents were in favour
and 52% said they did not want it or would not use it.
Access
80% of respondents said they found it easy to gain access
to the park and 97% said that once in the park it was easy
to get around. However, families with young children were
unhappy about walking up to the traffic lights and crossing
a busy road junction to gain access to the park. Finding a
solution to this is likely to be extremely expensive and needs
further investigation.
There was strong support for upgrading the toilets
(94%), creating wildlife zones (81%) and upgrading the
tennis pavilion (69%).
Additional exercise and sporting facilities
People were given suggestions for possible additional
continued overleaf...
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exercise and sporting facilities. The most popular ones were
adult outdoor gym facilities (63%) and a mile running track
around the park (53%).
Catering
The most popular suggestions were adding picnic tables
(92%), having a café (73%), incorporating a food café in
the pavilion (73%), an ice cream van (66%) and mobile
catering van (54%)
Events
Most people liked the idea of having events in the park, in
particular charity events (81.41%), social events (75.6%)
and music events (73.54%). However, some people
suggested that other venues such as Rectory Field and the
Robinson Field would be better as they are more accessible.

Volunteers
A huge number of people indicated they were willing to
volunteer in the park.
123 people said they were willing to help with the
gardens
67 said they would grow seedlings and bedding plants
for the park
31 offered to help to maintain the skate board area
127 offered to help with events
105 offered to help with painting railings, gates, seats
78 offered to help by sponsoring a facility or an aspect
of the park
Town Council’s plans to take this forward
In June Cllr Andy Munro and Cllr Sheila Davies made a
tour of the park accompanied by council staff. This was to
consider what improvements might be made, having read
the results of the survey. However, the tour also identified
some urgent issues with health and safety implications.
The previous town council had invited the All Stretton
Village Society to put forward proposals for improving their
play area. However, in June the council learnt that all the
play equipment in All Stretton was dangerous and has had
to be removed.
The Town Council needs to address issues arising from
poor financial management in the past before any new
commitments for spending are made. However, the town
council receives some additional funding from Shropshire
Council each year, known as the Community Infrastructure
Levy. This can be spent on community projects such as local
parks.
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On 29th June the town council voted to use this year’s
Community Infrastructure money on replacing the play
equipment in All Stretton and on carrying out urgent
improvements in the Town Park. All Stretton Village Society
has been given a budget to work from and will choose the
equipment they think most useful.
Sandford Avenue Recreation park – initial plans
The survey showed strong support for upgrading the toilets,
upgrading the tennis pavilion and adding picnic tables. People
also said they were prevented from using facilities as they were
kept locked. At the moment access to facilities is only possible
when a groundsman is available: currently only on weekdays.
If the tennis pavilion is refurbished, it might be possible to ask
volunteers to be based there at weekends to take money and
give people access to the tennis courts/crazy golf equipment
when the groundsman is not available. They could also sell
cold drinks/confectionary and allow the toilets to be open.
The toilets are located to one side of the pavilion. The
toilet is unisex, but not wheelchair accessible nor does it
accommodate disabled users. We hope to refurbish this to
be a disabled toilet by combining the baby changing area
and existing toilet into one area and refurbishing it.
We will be replacing the safety matting underneath the
children’s play equipment which is showing signs of wear
and tear. We will also replace a number of the benches and
waste bins which need urgent replacement. We will also be
purchasing additional picnic tables for the park.
There are many areas of the park which could do with
repainting including the railings, bowls pavilion, tennis
pavilion, children’s play equipment and crazy golf.
Many people volunteered in the survey to help in this
way. We will be contacting them shortly regarding this.
If you would be willing to help by attending the
occasional painting working party, please could you provide
us with your contact details by telephoning the town
council office on 01694 722113 or sending an email to
amenities@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk

Further Improvements for the park
Once we have resolved the outstanding town council’s
financial issues we will know how much money there is
available for further improvements to the park. We will then
use the results of this survey to inform future plans.
Thank you again for taking time to complete the survey
and offering help. A full analysis of the survey can be found
on the Town Council website at www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
Sheila Davies, Photos: Hugh Thomson
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Integral
Gardens
Borders maintenance
Garden maintenance
Garden restoration
Lawn maintenance
Garden design and soft
landscaping
Flowering plants pruning
Wooden structures
Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES
All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning,
hedgecutting, trees, patios,
Pest control, wasps,
moles, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 658060
or 01584 861884
Mob: 07742 945768
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WILLOWBATCH
CARDING MILL VALLEY
A ground ﬂoor, centrally
heated one bedroom self
catering apartment, set in
the beautiful surroundings
of Carding Mill Valley
100 yards past the
National Trust Pavilion.
Please contact Don Rogers
for rates and availability
on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk

Ben Carter
Landscaping, Grounds,
Property Maintenance
Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying
garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs
shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work
Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802
for further information
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Pétanque Takes Off in the Strettons

e did not have a ‘Terrain’ in Church Stretton
until June 2021! Pétanque is played on a surface
with that name. The story so far:

Lift-off: Stretton’s first organised game of pétanque took
place in the beer garden of the Old Coppers Malthouse
at the end of June. The weather was kind for about 20
participants, most of whom
were being introduced to the
game for the first time. Both
male and female, over a wide age
range, competed in the evening
sunshine in a sport that lends
itself to develop skill, coupled
with friendly banter and fun.
Over two hours, teams of two or
four participants threw a set of
balls to land as close as possible
to a small red target ball (the
jack). There was lots of cheering,
encouragement, and good
humour amongst the players.
Organiser: Ken Willis organised the first-ever evening of
pétanque on Wednesday, 30th June and provided his own
authentic metal balls for the first game. He explained the
rules at the start which were simple to understand and
remember. That part of the evening took all of 30 seconds
and then we were off. Singles and doubles teams all played
with Ken being both umpire and scorer.
Enthusiasm for the game was evident: Pauline said,
“It’s a lovely way to spend an evening.” Toby commented,
“Pétanque is for everyone, at any age and even in a
wheelchair”. At the end of the evening, Janet said, “Have
a go, have a throw, what a nice bunch of people”. Adrian
and Sheila thought, “It was an excellent evening and a very
sociable game”. Tony, a spectator who was out walking the

Dog Show
on 28th August 2021
In conjunction with Teas to Please which is being held
over the August Bank Holiday at All Saints’ Church in
Little Stretton , there is going to be a Dog Show held in
the field next to the Church on the afternoon of Saturday
28th August.
Starting at 12 noon for entries, with the show starting at
2pm.
There will be entries for puppies of six months to 12
months, pedigree classes, mixed breed classes, a veteran’s
class for 10 years plus, novelty classes (best rescue, best
child handler), and many more.
All subject to any new rulings on Covid

24

dog said, “It was lovely to see something a little different in
Church Stretton”.
Where to play? A main venue is being sought for players
to practise and compete and discussions with the Town
Council are on-going. One of the big advantages of
this local community game that involves all age groups,
and both male and females
competing on equal terms, is
that the space required is quite
small and the surface requires
limited maintenance. Readers
may have played pétanque (or
boules as it sometimes called) on
the beach whilst on holiday?
Ken and John: As you may
have read in the June edition of
Stretton Focus, the inspiration
behind the launch of pétanque
in the Strettons came from Ken
Willis and John Woolmer. Both
Ken and John have been deeply
involved with community activity over the last 20 years.
Ken’s quizzes are famous for raising money for local charities
and his involvement in local sports is well known. John’s
organisation of the Stretton Food Fairs in the first decade
of this century is legendary and with ‘Walkers are Welcome’
and ‘Pride of Place’ activity. As a key person in the first
(2001-2004) and successful Community-led Plan, John led
the Local Economy sub-group. Who could forget the first
Stretton Food Fair taking place in the Town Centre? Fond
memories remain a topic of conversation.
Bright future? By the time this article is published, the
second pétanque game will have been played on Friday, 9th
July. Interest is growing and Ken Willis 01694 328514 will
be pleased to hear from you.
Man on the Ball

Teas to Please
All Saints’ Church, Little Stretton
Sunday 29th and Monday 30th August, 2pm to 5pm
All Saints’ Church, Little Stretton is delighted to invite
you to Teas to Please again this year, subject to whatever
Covid regulations are in force over the August Bank
Holiday weekend.
Please note that this will take place on the Sunday and
Monday only this year.
All proceeds will be given as follows:
• 50% to All Saints’ Church
• 25% to Tearfund’s support for global Covid
vaccination through the People’s Vaccine Alliance
• 25% to the League of Friends at Shrewsbury Hospital
For information please contact Mike Bourke, 01694
722910
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JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry
Carpentry • Bathrooms
Interior Tiling • Kitchens
General Repairs and Maintenance
for Home and Garden
For a free Fixed Price Quotation,
call

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF

al
oc
L
he s
ll t ert
Ca Exp

Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Local
Extensions, Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk
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Recipe of the month - Spinach and ricotta tart
225g ricotta cheese
3 large eggs lightly beaten
150ml single cream
Pinch freshly grated nutmeg
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
25g pine nuts

A

ugust is a month that still demands alfresco dining
and what better than a lovely cheesy veggie flan to
bring to the table. I made this recently for a family
party (totally thrilled that these can happen once more). I
made it the day before and it travelled very happily and left
me free to assist with the prep upon arrival the next day.
Having some of the pastry leftover once the tart was created,
I thought I’d produce some of those beautiful spontaneous
little jam tarts so loved by Mr Heidi. I quickly whizzed
these together and
popped them into
the oven, with
a little leftover
ball for the birds,
alongside the
gently cooking
tart. Then I set to
clearing the debris
and that’s when
the light dawned
... I’d just made
strawberry jam
tarts using cheesy pastry! My dilemma then was whether
to come clean to Mr Heidi or keep schtum and see if he
noticed. I opted to admit my folly and we bit into the tarts
with some trepidation ... and they were surprisingly, really
rather nice and I wouldn’t be averse to making them again!
Ingredients
Pastry
175g plain flour (I substituted 50g wholemeal flour which
had been lovingly home-ground by a friend)
25g freshly grated parmesan cheese
Pinch salt
100g cold butter diced
1 tbsp cold water – or as needed
Filling
1 tbsp olive oil
2 leeks trimmed and thinly sliced
1 clove garlic crushed
1 tbsp chopped fresh thyme
225g spinach, shredded
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Method
Set oven at 200deg C, 180 fan, gas 6
Combine flour, parmesan, salt and butter and mix/rub in
until fine breadcrumbs. Slowly add in enough water to give
a firm dough. Wrap and chill in fridge for 30 minutes.
Roll out and line 23cm fluted flan dish. Prick base, line and
bake blind for 10 minutes then remove baking beans and
return to oven for further 8-10 minutes until golden and
crisp.
Reduce oven temperature to 190deg C, 170 fan, gas 5
Heat oil in large frying pan and sauté leeks, garlic and
thyme for five minutes. Add spinach and stir for 1-2
minutes, cool slightly.
Meanwhile, mix together ricotta, eggs and cream and stir in
the seasonings.
Drain the spinach mixture squeezing out as much liquid as
possible. Stir this into the cream mixture and then pour into
the pastry base. Sprinkle over the pine nuts.
Bake for 30-35 minutes until lightly set and golden. Serve
hot or cold.
Personally, I felt that this could have taken the addition of a
little mature cheddar either sprinkled over the top or stirred
into the eggy mixture to intensify the flavour. This wasn’t
backed up by other family members however – the choice is
yours.
Heidi

W

Church Stretton
Gardening Club

e are still living with uncertainty and taking two
steps forward and one back but, hopefully, by
the time this goes to press there may have been
some return to relative normality. Sadly, we had to give up
the Delbury Hall visit as the coach restrictions would have
made the fare unduly expensive. The NGS are opening their
gardens now with quite a few tempting local venues, and
we are still hoping to be able to visit Wollerton Old Hall on
17th August (10.30 start) and the Dorothy Clive garden on
September 15th (9.30-4.30). Anyone preferring to use their
own transport please let us know.
At the moment we don’t know what the restrictions
in numbers will be for the coaches or for the SHI, making
planning rather difficult. But we hope the rules will have
been fixed by the end of July (as long as no other variants
raise their heads).
Thank you all for your patience. I hope we can finally
get together soon.
Any queries or bookings please contact Wendy Lee on
722844 or wendylee874@btinternet.com
Sue Forster
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Fitted Kitchens. Renovations. Home Extensions.
Roofing Purpose-made Joinery

PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com

PAUL FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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Shopping in the Strettons

W

hen PCB the Solicitors moved from 44 Sandford
Avenue to the old bank premises on the corner
of The Burway, the shop premises didn’t remain
empty for long. Sadly, that business hasn’t survived the
pandemic but, as always seems to happen in Church
Stretton, hey presto! another new business opened in the
empty unit a few weeks ago. Six Seasons Gallery is run by
Richard Childs.
Richard is originally from Nottingham and he arrived
in Church Stretton via a round-Britain odyssey. He says,
“I graduated from the RAM (Royal Academy of Music) in
1988, then lived in Buckinghamshire with a musical career
until becoming a full time landscape photographer in 2004.
Then I ran my own gallery in Oban on the west coast of
Scotland for a while, before moving to Bridgnorth in 2012
to be closer to family.”
Richard’s interest in photography began in 1997 because
a friend encouraged him to buy his first 35mm camera.
(Note from this editor – I still have my 35mm camera; I
can’t bear to part with it even though I haven’t used it for 20
years!)
He has been in love, as he explains, with the outdoors
all his life, having first walked to the summit of Snowdon,
during a family holiday, when he was only four years old.
Love of landscape was probably pre-ordained for him.
Inspired by the images of Paul Wakefield (international
exhibitions and books of landscape photography since
1982) and Joe Cornish, (gallery owner, commentator
and wildlife photographer) Richard quickly progressed to
large format view cameras. He explains, “I’m mostly selftaught but have studied the work of many of the masters
of photography, such as Ansel Adams, Edward Weston
and others. However, I’ve had some tuition in large format
photography, which helped me gain a better understanding
of camera movements for precise focussing.”
Richard has concentrated on UK landscapes, but prepandemic he went travelling for two weeks each year to
study and photograph the raw landscapes of Iceland, the
Faroe Islands and Arctic Norway.
Like many art forms, photography has its own
competition scene and I asked Richard if he had won
prizes for his work. Modestly, he explained that he isn’t “…
one for entering competitions. I’ve never really felt that
photography or other art forms needs to be competitive.
I did once win a jacket in a BBC Countryfile Magazine
competition, though!”
Harking back to that Snowdon scramble, Richard says
that his favourite subjects now are mountain landscapes,
where he finds raw rock, jagged horizons and dramatic
light intoxicating. His images have been featured in
the photographic press, including Outdoor Photography
magazine. They have also been included in books of
photograph collections, including Hardy Bamboo by Paul
Whittaker, because sub-tropical plants are another of his
interests.
In a post-pandemic world, Richard plans to travel to the
Alps and Dolomites to explore and photograph mountains
on a grand scale; he also hopes to spend at least a month on
a once-in-a-lifetime trip to Utah and Wyoming. Closer to
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home, he’s working to complete his second book, which is a
collection of studies of the mountains in Argyll.
The gallery in Church Stretton is his third gallery space.
Until May this year the gallery was in Ironbridge, but the
industrial setting didn’t reflect Richard’s love of mountain
and wild landscapes. Although the Shropshire hills are a far
cry from the bleak, harsh mountains that feature strongly
in some of his work, he says, “We relocated the gallery from
Ironbridge because I really wanted to be surrounded by the
kind of landscapes that inspire me. There’s nothing better
than finishing a day in the gallery and heading straight up a
hill for some fresh air and a fabulous view”.
Richard is, like so many people, captivated by our hills
and is looking for a new home in the lee of the Longmynd.
It isn’t easy at present if, indeed, this search has ever been
easy for prospective newcomers, but Richard is determined
to follow the re-location of his gallery here by finding a
forever home after years of perambulations around the UK.
You can find out more about Richard and his work at
https://www.richardchildsphotography.co.uk or just stop
by and see for yourself. I’m sure we all wish him well, and
welcome him to Church Stretton.
Christine Williams

Manstone Heather

August 2021

Stretton Focus

– Six Seasons Gallery

Norway

Autumn Afterglow, Wyre Forest
Photos © Richard Childs Photography

A Quaker Voice
Holidays at the Farm
unshine and the smell of mown grass drying in the
fields are taking me back to summer holidays
spent at my uncle’s farm in Wales. It was a dairy
farm. Huge (to me then) and magnificent horned
Ayrshire and Shorthorn cows were brought into
the shippon twice a day to be milked by hand. My
uncle had a powerful voice, and he would sing ‘Loch
Lomond’ as he milked, lingering on the high notes which
he said encouraged the cows to let down their milk. The
four or five farm cats had become adept at catching the milk
which he would sometimes squirt from the cow into their
waiting mouths.
There was a brook running along the bottom of the
garden which filled a large trough, home to a family of
toads. They seemed to thrive there, in spite of the heavy
filled milk churns which were heaved in twice a day for
cooling. We children used to watch in horror, but the toads
always bobbed up again. The displaced water must have
swept them out of the way to safety.
Different altogether was the next excitement. If the house
jug had not gone up to the shippon to be filled it would
be brought to the trough before the milk had settled out.

S
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After removing the lid of one of the churns, a long-handled
cylindrical steel dipper would be used to press down vertically
into the milk. This became quite hard to do as it
went further and further down, and we youngsters
were never allowed to try it. We would watch the
milk creeping up the outside of the dipper, and then
teetering on the rim. My grandmother had a steady
hand, and she would prolong the tension as long as
she could. It was somehow special, so focused ... and then the
milk would be rushing in to the dipper.
Thinking about it now it reminds me of a similar
moment in a Quaker Meeting for Worship, when the
Meeting ‘gathers’, as we say. It takes a while for those in
the Meeting to settle down and one by one to acknowledge
all our everyday concerns and let them go. Sometimes we
can’t and the Meeting never really gathers. But the moment
just before it does is very special – like the milk dipping
moment; a holding of a concentrated emptiness, a readiness
to receive.
“All things were new, and all the creation gave another
smell unto me than before, beyond what words can utter.”
George Fox, 1648. (Quaker Faith and Practice 26.03).
Jane Seabury
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An Old Thing
odern clerics make me feel more like Archdeacon
Grantly every day.
In ‘A New thing’ (your Anglican Voice, July
2021), your correspondent, Rev’d Johnson manages to use
the word ‘new’ fifteen times. I felt I was reading Animal Farm
- new things good, old things bad. The Rev’d’s views were
perfectly clear and he could have managed with half the space.
In his support, he quotes Isaiah. Of course, there are any
number of sources one could quote with an opposite point
of view. Instead, I’d like to make a request to him. In a long
life, I’ve found it necessary to be consistently factual. Could
he please give a factual answer to a factual question? All Saints
Church, Little Stretton, has been a BCP (book of common
prayer) church. Will it continue to be so?
Russell Rumbol, FIMA

M

Response to a Thought Provoking Article
It was good to see in Focus (July) the thought-provoking article
Brotherhood and Understanding Thoughts by Chief Dan

The path to Net Zero Carbon
his decade is decision-making time for us all, unlike
any we have experienced before. Every one of us
alive right now has a share of that responsibility but
it is also an opportunity to play our part to help cut global
greenhouse gasses and achieve net zero carbon.
So what exactly is net zero carbon? Net zero means
achieving a balance between the amount of carbon and other
greenhouse gases getting into the atmosphere and the amount
removed. Carbon dioxide, the most significant greenhouse gas
is emitted every time a fossil fuel is burnt to create energy. In
June 2019 the UK became the first major economy to pass a
legally binding target of achieving net zero emissions by 2050,
meaning a 100% reduction relative to 1990 levels.
To reach net zero from homes, transport, agriculture,
industry and aviation, emissions need to be reduced but they
cannot be totally eliminated. Emissions have already been
reduced by 48% from 1990 levels mainly because of the way
energy is generated using wind and solar energy rather than
coal and to a lesser extent oil and gas, but there is still a long
way to go and this will need changes in the way we use energy
in our lives. A frequently used analogy is that of a bath. If water
from the taps flows in at the same speed as water drains down
the plug hole, the level in the bath does not change. To reach
net zero, emissions must be removed at the same rate as they
are emitted so if the rate of emissions can be greatly reduced,
the rate at which they need to be removed can also be lowered.
Technology alone, e.g. carbon capture, will not remove
enough so we have to rely on other means to store and remove
carbon from the atmosphere including increased forestation,
better soil management and the restoration of peat bogs, all of
which act as carbon stores. We await clearer guidance from the

T
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George (sent in by Ken Willis). When President Obama was
elected, I had a vision of a Native American standing by his side
as he was sworn in. The current situation of Native Americans
(USA) seems to be little reported but the fundamental wrongs
to these peoples are so huge. Basically, their lands were stolen
from them and millions slaughtered in the process. Where is
the apology, the reparation? Of course, people have to move
and share lands, but the process must be managed by consent
and treaty, not force and imposition. And we can learn huge
amounts from different systems of government, such as tribal,
and respect for the natural landscape. I write cautiously for
I do not know a great deal about this – but perhaps that is
just because they feature so little in the news. However, it has
always seemed to me to be unfair and wrong. It is also good
to know that Rotary are helping the people in the Gaza strip
whose sufferings too are immense. Many other indigenous
peoples are suffering exploitation too, such as those in
Australia, and in the Amazonian rainforests. Those people’s
rights should be protected not just because the forests will save
the world from climate change, but also for the people’s own
sakes.
Thelma Thompson
Government as to how net zero emissions will be achieved but
every day of delay makes the task harder. Whether we like it
or not, here in the Strettons 60% of our emissions come from
housing and transport and another 24% from agriculture and
aviation*. The task for our community to significantly reduce
its carbon footprint is challenging but not impossible. To date
it is 13.2t CO2e** per household.
*The IMPACT Community Carbon Calculator
impact-tool.org.uk
**CO2e stands for ‘carbon dioxide equivalent’ and is
a standard unit of measurement in carbon accounting.
It expresses the impact of a number of different gases
collectively as a common unit.
Jon Cooke, Publicity Officer, Stretton Climate Care
www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk; info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk
Tel: 07528 493181
Disposable barbecues
Climate change is creating increasing episodes of hot dry
periods where fire risk becomes intense and the damage caused
by the use of one disposable barbecue can create immense
damage to wildlife, their habitats and the landscape and engage
fire fighters in dangerous and demanding work.
Stretton Climate Care don’t want to spoil people’s
enjoyment of our beautiful countryside but are urging local
store keepers not to stock disposable barbecues. In other parts
of the country some stores have already adopted this voluntary
ban. We are grateful that following our approach, John Vine at
Sandford Hardware has decided to withdraw this product.
Advice
Pandemic restrictions permitting, Stretton Climate Care will
from 2nd September start holding their energy advice sessions
again at the Health and Wellbeing Centre each Thursday
10am-12 noon. Advice on anything to do with energy in your
home and electric cars. If we don’t know the answer we can
find out!
Stretton Climate Care
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SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554

Paul Tinsley Builder
No job too big, fast response, highest standards
Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.
01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999

A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
Stretton Focus
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A Walk around Cardington

e are spoilt by so many fantastic hills to walk
up and local routes in Church Stretton!
English footpaths give an access to countryside
unparalleled anywhere else in the world! Here I describe one
of many favourite circular routes that are just a few minutes’
drive away from Stretton. Walks are a great adventure for
the whole family or can provide peace, yet exercise for the
individual!

From The Sharpstones looking west to Caradoc and the
Battle Stones on Willstone Hill

Stretton Focus

August 2021

Cardington 7.5km (4.5 miles) 260m climbing
Although not huge the village does have several wider roads
you can park on safely, without blocking residents’ access.
From the Church, proceed north west on the tiny road
marked as a no through road with lovely stone cottages on
both sides. Go straight into and up the fields ahead, for
approximately one mile. Cross over the Willstone Lane,
and then south west along the ridge with lovely views over
Caradoc. At the top track turn right and then down left.
Down in Cwms plantation I am afraid it is always muddy
and boggy! Beware of losing a welly! After this lovely wild
area proceed steeply up Willstone Hill to the Battle Stones,
again giving fantastic views over the Shropshire plain and
Cardington. From here it is nearly downhill all the way
back! Follow the ridge, with fence on the left, then past
North Hill Farm. At the bend of their concrete road go
right on a footpath leading to the dramatic Sharpstones.
Go straight over Stoneacton Lane, heading to Hill End.
(Try and find the small cave just east of the summit cliff.)
There are two paths after Hill End Farm that lead back into
Cardington.
Tim Parker
Ed: This brief walk description is only intended to be
used in conjunction with a detailed map such as OS
Explorer 217, so please make sure you take a map with
you.
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Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group
Community Tree Planting Project
A huge ‘thank you’ to the Church Stretton 2nd
Longmynd scouts and scout leaders as once again
they undertook important maintenance work on
the community tree planting project in Batch
Valley. The tree planting project established
small areas of native woodland species to create
a ‘picnic table’ (and habitat) for wildlife. Some
scouts have been involved with this project since
it began in 2016 and have contributed to the
annual bracken bashing, as well as building bug
hotels, bird and bat boxes. The scouts are to be
applauded both as bracken bashing ninjas and
true conservationists. Project Leader: Dr Penny
Bienz.
Butterfly and Moth Project
A new survey has just been started under the
auspices of Foundation for Common Land,
Heritage Fund and West Midlands Butterfly
Conservation to involve the local community
and produce habitat recommendations for key
butterfly and moth species. There is particular
interest in grayling (Hipparchia semele) and small pearlbordered fritillary (Boloria selene).
Both caterpillars enjoy feeding on dog-violet but will
collect nectar from any flower sources. The project being run

Scouts – bracken bashing ninjas (P. Hayward)
by Mike Williams and Jenny Joy is looking to encourage
as many people as possible to find new habitats for these
two species and others including dark green fritillary
(Speyeria aglaja), green hairstreak (Callophrys rubi),
white-letter hairstreak (Satyrium w-album) and wall
brown (Lasiommata megera).
All recordings for any of the species would be
welcomed either on the iRecord Butterfly app (www.brc.
ac.uk/article/irecord-butterflies-mobile-app) or directly
on the website (www.shropscwgs.org.uk/strettons-areanews/butterfly-sightings-wanted/).
If you need more information or help with
identification, please visit our website Strettons Area
Community Wildlife Group (www.shropscwgs.org.uk/
strettons-area-wildlife-group/) or contact Project Leader:
Heather Hathaway (heatherhathaway1994@gmail.com).

Scouts bug hotel (P. Bienz)
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Stretton Wetland Interest Group – positive finds in
Cudwell Meadow
Five years ago, our daughter stayed with us for eight
months or so. At one point during her stay, I was
working with a designer to put together the wetland’s
information board now by the entrance to the
boardwalk. Funding was very tight since most of the
funds raised went into building the boardwalk across
the wetlands. Artwork for each creature cost £60 so I
was weighing up what to leave out from the wish list.
During surveying, a rather special and scarce beetle had
been found – the four-banded Longhorn beetle (Leptura
quadrifasciata). That would have to go I decided and
besides not many folk were likely to see it anyway. My
daughter disappeared and went into town. She came
back and slapped £60 cash on the table, “that’s the
beetle!” she said. So, if you go and look at the notice
board, there it is!
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– Projects Update
In June this year, with the help of two local experts,
we carried out a base-line invertebrate survey of Cudwell
Meadow.
This will prove a useful reference point in years
to come as the benefits of managing it as a wetland
wildflower meadow become apparent. Survey results
included two adult four-banded longhorn beetles. With
glowing colours and with a body around 2 cm long,
not including legs and antennae, this is an impressive
beetle. A nearby rotting willow log full of large holes may
contain the larvae of this beetle, and we have recently

Dark green fritillary (B. Eade)

which was the impressive scarlet tiger moth (Callimorpha
dominula). There were also two species of shield bugs
including a nymph of the rather appropriately named
tortoise shield bug (Eurygaster maura). This is slowly
moving northwards, and this is one of the first records
for South Shropshire. The full list of species found will
be available on the SACWG website (www.shropscwgs.
org.uk/strettons-area-wildlife-group/), following another
survey day.
In addition to survey days, we have arranged a flower
walk and practical conservation days this year. Due to

Four-banded longhorn beetle (C. Uff )

built a habitat pile of willow logs following the pollarding
of a willow tree – which will also help ensure their future
survival.
There were many other encouraging finds: 22 species
of beetle, 14 species of fly, 21 species of wasps and
bees, including the rare bilberry bumble bee (Bombus
monticola), nine butterfly and moth species, one of

Grayling (P. Clement)

current restrictions these were shared with the Friends
of Cudwell Meadow (do sign up if you’d like occasional
email updates: middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.
uk/land/cudwell-meadow/). Next year we hope to plan
more events including a community bio blitz. Project
Leader: Isabel Carter
Penny Bienz

The All Stretton Village Society invites you to
A CHARITY CREAM TEA WITH STUNNING VIEWS
Sunday 22nd August 2021 2.00pm to 4.00pm. At Hurst Wood, All Stretton, SY6 6LP

Something for all the family:
0 Tea on the terrace
0 Teddy bear hunt/trail
0 Plant stall
0 Cake and seasonal
produce stall
0 Book stall
0 Raffle

Entry is free and tea is £3:00
per person, which includes
a cup of tea (or soft drink),
scone, jam and cream.

photo: Strutt & Parker 2017
Donations for stalls to Caroline Crump, Essex Lodge, on 20th/21st August.
Limited car parking and drop off point available. Please walk or cycle if possible. The house will be signposted and is
300m up a bridleway immediately north of St Michael’s Church, Shrewsbury Road, All Stretton.
Please note there are gravel paths and uneven surfaces.
To reserve your place please email creamtea@hurst-wood.co.uk or leave a message on 07813 127558
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Rotary News
Rotarians pick litter to say Thank You
hurch Stretton Rotary members picked up litter in
Carding Mill Valley on National Thank You Day,
Sunday 4th July. This was to help the National Trust
and to thank them for managing access to the valley when
it has been inundated with visitors. Many have travelled
there from all over the West Midlands to enjoy the beauty
and facilities of the valley when it’s been difficult to travel
elsewhere due to the Coronavirus restrictions.
Rotary Community Team Leader Julian Hargreaves
said: “We’re delighted to support National Thank You Day
and send many thanks to the National Trust. Rotary is
very happy to support them with environmental action in
addition to our usual community activities”.

C

Julian Hargreaves is pictured with
members of the Church Stretton
Rotary Community Team in Carding
Mill Valley, celebrating Thank You
Day on 4th July.
Find the Rotary Bears
This is a competition for children
under the age of 12 that will take
place during August in Church
Stretton. “Look for the posters and get searching”.
Building Schools in Malawi
Church Stretton and Welshpool Rotary Clubs have got
together to raise funds for the Mlambe Project Charity to
fund the building of schools in Malawi by walking the full
length of Hadrian’s Wall from 18th-24th July.
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The photo below left shows some of
the team who made the walk (including the
Presidents of both Clubs, Don Lovejoy and
Phil Owen).
The mission of the Mlambe Project is to provide
sustainable livelihoods and quality education for Malawian
people using innovative low cost and high impact methods.
This country is one of the poorest countries in the world
with a basic literacy rate of 62%. The project makes use
of green innovative earth bag building techniques to
construct much needed classrooms and sanitary units in
remote villages in Malawi. The techniques and equipment
are provided for local villagers, so that they can develop
the skills to use local materials in order to provide
classrooms and toilet facilities. The project provides realistic
opportunities for employment and education.
The team are aiming to raise at least £5,000 towards the
project.
If you wish to help and support our intrepid walkers,
please donate by one of following
JustGiving via https://www.justgiving.com/team/
churchstrettonrotary or search Don Lovejoy Hadrian’s Wall
PayPal to rotary.church.stretton@gmail.com using ref.
CSR.HWW
Don Lovejoy

URC Voice
‘Sunday’ is Now ‘Fun’ Day!
oing to church or chapel on a Sunday is
the last thing many people think of doing.
There is so much else to do!
Catch up with gardening or housework
Wash the car
Go to supermarket for big shop
Have a nice day out
Visit relatives
Sunday lunch at the pub, etc
There was a time when most people went to church
on the Sabbath. (There was not much else to do!) The
Community around you expected it and frowned upon
people who did not conform. At one time it was even
compulsory by law. People always wore their Sunday ‘best’
clothes – a chance to dress up.
Sunday was observed by Christians as a day of rest, and
a day to worship the Creator. It was a Holy Day. Other
faiths have different Holy days. For Muslims it is Friday. For
Jews it is Saturday, which really is a day of rest. Strict Jews
are not even allowed to switch on a light or boil a kettle.
Why is Sunday so named? The word comes from old
English sunnandaeg, meaning the ‘day of the Sun’.
Before Christianity the Druids thought the Sun
controlled their world. They built Stone Circles and could
predict where the sun’s rays would shine on the shortest day
of the year.
Whatever we do on Sunday – going to church does not
make us holier.
Religion, worship, faith, belief – whatever we choose to
call it, is determined by how we live our lives every day.
Janet Longstaff
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‘Owzat?!’ – Primary School
receives cricket kit donation
from Church Stretton Cricket
Club

“We want to make Church Stretton Cricket Club
somewhere that youngsters in the area want to come and
learn the skills of the game and working with local schools is
very much the way to achieve this.
“I hope the equipment proves popular and who knows,
we might even find the next England superstar coming from
Rushbury Primary School!”
Cricket Shropshire’s Director of Schools and Youth
Cricket Sacha Lee said: “This is a fabulous idea and great
work by Church Stretton. Hopefully other clubs can follow
suit.
“We did suggest to clubs recently that they could donate
any spare kit they may have to schools, and this a great
example of that.
“There is a shortage of cricket equipment in some
schools. If any other clubs have spare kit, they can either
arrange to donate it to a local school themselves, or get in
touch with the Board and we can help them find a suitable
recipient.”
Clubs can email the Board via admin@
shropshirecricketboard.co.uk
Church Stretton Cricket Club is still facilitating the All
Stars and Dynamos programmes for those aged between
5 and 11. To find out more, visit www.ecb.co.uk/play/allstars or www.ecb.co.uk/play/dynamoscricket and search for
Church Stretton.
The club will also be hosting the first Shropshire
Dynamos festival on 11th July.
Sam Morris
Press Officer, Church Stretton Cricket Club

New Notes from a Bookseller
A Short History of The World According to Sheep by
Sally Coulthard

P

upils at a South Shropshire Primary School have
been bowled over after a generous donation of cricket
equipment from a local cricket club.
Rushbury Primary School has received the surplus
equipment from Church Stretton Cricket Club – which is
celebrating its centenary year this season.
It comes as part of an effort by the club to increase
junior participation in the sport, including the ECB’s All
Stars and Dynamos programmes which are currently being
held at its Russell’s Meadow ground.
Steve Morris, Headteacher at Rushbury Primary School
– which is also marking a landmark year this year by way
of its bi-centenary – said: “We’re delighted to receive this
generous donation from Church Stretton Cricket Club.
“Pupils will now be able to focus on practising their
cricket skills and enjoy what is very much our summer
sport.
“I’d like to thank everyone at Church Stretton Cricket
Club for thinking of us when donating this kit and I wish
them well in their centenary season.”
Andy Dixon, Vice-Chairman of Church Stretton
Cricket Club, said getting youngsters involved with the club
was one of the main aims during the centenary year.
He added: “I was really pleased to be able to present
Steve with the equipment, which is surplus from our
successful All Stars and Dynamos courses.
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S

ally Coulthard weaves the fascinating story of sheep
into a vivid and colourful tapestry, thickly threaded
with engaging anecdotes and remarkable ovine facts.
So much of Church Stretton’s history features sheep, from
the town-centre sheep sales to Carding Mill Valley (which
wouldn’t be Carding Mill Valley without a nod to sheep’s
wool!). Read more about sheep and Church Stretton’s strong
links with farming
in Robin Bywater’s
memoir of life on
a post war farm in
South Shropshire
Farm Ferret and
Travelling Tortoise
and in the new
reprint of Church
Stretton Through the
Ages by Tony Crowe
and Barrie Raynor:
an excellent local
history resource.

Rosalind Ephraim,
Burway Books Ltd.

August 2021

Stretton Focus

Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207
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HILARY'S CHILDCARE
Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated good, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk
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Charles
Ephraim
Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
AMP Electrical

Craven Arms 01588 672761

~ Domestic & Commercial ~
~ Home Automation ~
~ Lighting Design ~
~ Audio & Visual Systems ~
~ CCTV & Alarm Systems ~
~ Data Communications ~
Contact Matt Price
M: 07552 410109
H: 01694 771661
E: amp.elec@outlook.com
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And much much more at our
hardware store

Stretton Focus

Public Schools in a Modern Democracy

T

he process of researching material for the Brockhurst
School article in July’s Focus raised many questions
not least of which was, ‘Why do parents invest
hundreds of thousands of pounds in school fees when the
State provides schools for free?’. Another was, ‘What impact
does the existence of fee-paying schools have on Society?’
Discussion of such issues, whilst maintaining Focus’s strictly
non-political stance, requires a Socratic approach with any
conclusions being entirely made by the readers.
The Athenian philosopher, Socrates, was executed in
399BC after falling foul of the powerful by raising issues
to which they took exception. Whilst writing this article
I intend to learn from his experience.
Socrates resisted giving his students
knowledge directly and challenged
them with questions that encouraged
them to think about ideas and develop
their own conclusions. In this article
information has had to be given to
promote discussion but I have attempted
to present it in a neutral and strictly factual way without bias.
So the first questions are why do parents pay to have
their children privately educated and does their decision
affect the development of a fair and balanced society?
Brockhurst Preparatory School originated in Church
Stretton but is now located near Newbury. Fees for a
child attending as a day pupil from three to 13, who takes
advantage of some of the extra-curricular programme of 80
activities, would amount to about £150,000. If the child then
progressed to Shrewsbury School as a day pupil until s/he
was 18 the cost would be around a further £132,000 making
a total of about £300,000 with the extras. Boarding fees for
post-prep school education would increase this figure by
about £60,000.
Why do parents pay for private education when the state
provides free schooling?
Could it be that the wealthiest families see the expense
as insignificant and an element of essential expenditure?
Over the past 250 years it has been the norm that most
well-established upper class families have sent their sons,
and latterly their daughters, to public schools. Emergence
of the nouveau riche fuelled the on-going expansion of these
institutions.
But what are parents wanting that the state is not
providing?
Brockhurst School has 70 acres of grounds that offer
opportunities for a wide range of carefully prepared learning
opportunities; it has specialist buildings for science, art,
music, sport and technologies together with a programme
of 80 activities enabling small group tuition to be offered
for every instrument of the orchestra, languages including
Greek, Mandarin and Russian, sports and arts and crafts and
much else – it amounts to educational paradise. What caring
parent would not want this level of provision? Why would
the wealthy opt for that provided by the state if a Brockhurst
style of provision was available to them?
Does this turbo-charged education produce life-long
advantages?
The 2016 report (1) from The Sutton Trust educational
charity contains statistics that indicate it does. Although only
7% of children attend fee paying schools and 88% attend
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comprehensives the overwhelming number of key positions
in Society are occupied by the graduates of independent
schools. For example, 71% of top military officers, 74% of
High Court and Appeal Court judges, 59% of Civil Service
Permanent Secretaries and 61% of leading doctors all went
to fee paying schools. There is a similar situation regarding
membership of the House of Lords, Diplomatic Service,
journalism and the media, Government Cabinets (64%
of the current government although the Shadow Cabinet
has only 9%) and police chiefs and Police and Crime
Commissioners.
Is there an inner group, most of whom are from the
privately educated 7%, and an outer
band mainly from the 93% educated by
the state?
Metaphorically speaking could it
be the former are starting to climb the
mountain at the camp just below the
summit having been supplied with
the best equipment whereas the more
disadvantaged children of the 93% are starting their climb
several miles away from the foothills of the mountain and
are equipped only with plimsolls and a pakamac? By way of
preparation for the challenge many in the 93% could well be
living in families accommodated in squalid, health damaging
housing in areas of high levels of air pollution. The families
may well be reliant on benefits and food banks even though
the parents are in full-time, but poorly paid, work.
Friedman and Laurison (2) claim their research indicates
that applicants from privileged backgrounds with lower grade
degrees are more likely to be successful at job interviews than
applicants from a less privileged background with a first class
degree. Even when doing the same jobs those of a privileged
background are likely to earn up to 16% more than working
class origin colleagues. The situation for women and ethnic
minorities is even more marked.
Is there a recognition that changes need to be made to
address this imbalance?
Many independent schools were originally created to
provide education for the children of the poor and this has
enabled them to register as charities. For this reason they
are exempt from VAT and can benefit from greatly reduced
business rates which in effect means they are subsidised from
the public purse. Tony Blair’s old school, Fettes College, also
benefits further from an estimated £1million input from the
Ministry of Defence for the education of children of army
officers.
Professor Paul Gregg, who has worked on a range of
governmental advisory bodies, has identified that many
opportunities for working-class children available in the
1960s have been closed down and this has had a polarising
effect on society. For example, grants that enabled cost free
and supported access to higher education have been replaced
by student loans leading to post-graduate debt which may be
a minor consideration for the offspring of affluent families
but an inhibiting millstone for working-class graduates.
His research indicates that opportunities for working-class
children born in the 1950s to rise and prosper were greater
than for those born after 1970.
Continued overleaf...
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What steps can be taken to enable Britain to have a fairer
distribution of opportunities?
The Independent Schools Council (ISC) represents 1,260
independent schools and it and many of the private school
leaders have recognised there is a need to clearly demonstrate
compliance with Charity Commission requirement to show
they provide benefit for the public. This has resulted in some
independent schools offering scholarships and bursaries to
highly achieving children from families with more limited
means as a way of showing the schools are working for the
good of Society. For example, Harrow School offers full fee
scholarships but only to a very limited number of extremely
high achieving boys, including some from Brockhurst, in
music, sport or academic areas. However applicants have to
live in the specific areas of the country nominated by the
benefactors. In terms of changing the imbalance between
state and independent school provision for pupils a significant
impact could be difficult to identify but the injection of gifted
children into Harrow School may very effectively enhance
the institution’s reputation. Dame Judith Mayhew Jones,
Chair of the ISC, has referred to ‘regulatory creep’ and stated
that many private schools would like to become not-forprofit organisations rather than charities. Would this change
significantly bring about ‘levelling up’?
When thinking about the future of the private sector a
key factor is the fact that about 30% of pupils in UK public
schools are from abroad and therefore the schools make a
growing contribution to the economy of the country. Harrow
School has created nine clones in China to take advantage
of the opportunities presented by that country’s growing
affluence. The UK Government may well want to avoid
changes that would jeopardise this income and source of
national prestige.
Robert Verkaik (3) suggests “slow and peaceful
euthanasia” for fee-paying schools. He suggests that as 7% of

children attend fee-paying schools a limit of 7% of should
be applied on their graduates in occupations where currently
there is over-representation. This, coupled to the removal
of charity status and consequent benefits, could stifle the
private sector but it could produce a storm of litigation, prove
very difficult or even impossible to administer and it might
set precedents that could be applied to other areas seriously
limiting freedom and inhibiting democracy.
How acceptable is it to limit the life-chances of people
who were put through a system on the basis of decisions made
by their parents?
Sir Peter Lampl, Chair and founder of the Sutton Trust
wrote:
“Britain is an increasingly divided society. Divided by
politics, by class, by geography. Social mobility, the potential
for those to achieve success regardless of their background,
remains low.”
The aim of this article has been to ask questions set
alongside neutrally presented, factual information. It is the
reader’s task to draw conclusions and decide if ‘levelling up’
can be achieved in any meaningful sense. Two last questions:
– should the twin track education system in operation at
present be reviewed?
– can this be done in isolation or is education one facet
of a tangled web of inter-related systems that currently fail to
ensure that society is fair and equal for all?
It may well be that any one facet cannot be effectively
improved in isolation.
David Haigh
References
1. Sutton Trust 2016 Report
2. The Class Ceiling Friedman and Laurison pub Policy Press
2019
3. Posh Boys Robert Verkaik pub Oneworld

Anglican Voice
Are you sitting comfortably, then...
wonder if you’re reading a book at the moment and, if
you are, what kind of book it is? We’re fortunate to have
such a huge choice of great reading material available
to us aren’t we? For me, whatever the genre there needs to
be an element of story to keep me hooked. It might be a
powerful fictional story of some kind but what I really like
is a story from which I can learn something about life so
I’m avidly working my way through the biographies on my
shelf (shelves, if I’m absolutely honest!!). Some are more
captivating than others, of course, but invariably there’s a
connection to be made somewhere, whether it’s something
where I think, that’s a good idea or quite the opposite!
Jesus was a master storyteller: think of stories involving
mustard seeds and trees, a banquet and spurned invitations,
a traveller mugged and his surprising befriender and there
are so many more. This summer (during August) we’re
going to re-tell some of the stories which Jesus told in three
Summer Festival Services which we’ll hold outside (we’re
holding our breath for good weather!). We begin on Sunday
1st August (at 10.30am for a pastry and coffee ready for an
11.00am start) on the cricket field by the pavilion with the
story of the son who squandered his father’s inheritance but

I
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was welcomed back home regardless. And
then we’ll have events on other Sundays (15th
and 29th) in the churchyards at St Laurence’s
and All Saints (Little Stretton) and a flower
festival at St Michael’s (All Stretton) where we’ll tell others
of the stories of Jesus. And don’t think monologue but
think dramatic storytelling, hands-on activities and the like.
Watch out for details in posters around town and elsewhere.
But what strikes me too is that we all have our own
stories to tell. Mine is a story of faith over 40 years or
so with its twists and turns, its ups and downs along the
way, but always accompanied by Jesus, Emmanuel, the
‘with-us God’. Some of us will be sharing something of our
own faith stories through a gallery of artwork (paintings,
photography, woodturning and all sorts of things) which
we’ll be hosting in St Laurence’s during August.
Why not come along and share in our Festival Services,
visit our gallery of artwork, enjoy our floral displays and
see what connections you make from some of the most
powerful stories of all time.
Romaine Thompson,
Pioneer Community Mission Enabler – Stretton Parish
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ANDREW WEBSTER
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

BURWAY
BOOKS

18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
Home Delivery Service available

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations

4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
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We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
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E. B. JONES

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Est. 1966

35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

Roger Lucas
Painter
and
Decorator
01694 723237
07772 705856

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
Over 35 yrs experience is our quality ﬁtting guarantee
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services for August
St Laurence’s
Weekly:
8am Holy Communion (a quiet re ective service)
8th & 22nd August
10am Holy Communion
St Michael’s
8th & 22nd August
10.30am Holy Communion
All Saints
8th & 22nd August
11am Holy Communion
Summer Festival Services
1st, 15th and 29th August to be held outside. Watch out for details on posters around town, on our website and
see separate article in this issue.
Midweek Services
Holy Communion will be held weekly in St Laurence’s at 10.30am each Wednesday
e aris O ﬁce is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday
Secretary: Jo Aze Email: office strettonparish org uk

METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d George Heinz (Tel: 07538 480626)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Service
10.30 am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
Email: csqm gorswen co uk
Sundays: Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children on 4th Sunday in month . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Email: stmilburga gmail com
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9.30.
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Church Contact: Tel: 22123 Email: urcchurchstretton gmail com Room hire: Tel: 220 2
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
Allotment Gardens Association
All Stretton Village Hall
All Stretton History Society
All Stretton Village Society
Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group
Ancient Greek Study Group
Archers, Long Mynd
Army Cadet orce
ArtsAlive (Church Stretton)
Arts estival, Church Stretton South Shropshire
Badminton Club (Monday 8-10pm)
Badminton Club (Junior and Adult, Wednesday)
Beacon (Activities and Care at Mayfair)
Books (Mayfair Shop)
Book Sales (Mayfair Rotary)
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Probus
Bowling Club, Indoor
Bowling Club, Ladies’
Breathing Space (Singing for health and wellbeing)
Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall)
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Brownies, Church Stretton
Busy Bees Preschool
Camera Club, Long Mynd
Cancer Research U
Cancer Support Group, Stretton
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton
Chess Club, Church Stretton
Choral Society, Stretton
Churches Together
Church Stretton School Theatre
Citizens Advice Bureau
Civic Society, The Strettons
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
Climate Care, Stretton
Country Market (ex WI)
Credit Union
Cricket Club, Church Stretton
Croquet Club
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Tuesday Pack)
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Wednesday Pack)
Cycle Group, Stretton Steadies
Darts, Church Stretton and District League
Dementia Carers’ Support
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur
Explorer Scouts
Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair
itness Instructor
itness for the Young at Heart
licks in the Sticks (All Stretton)
licks in the Sticks (Church Stretton)
ootball Club, Church Stretton Town
ootball Club, Magpies (5-16 years old)
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Friends of Church Stretton Library
Gardening Club, Acton Scott
Gardening Club, Church Stretton District
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd
Golf Club
Good Neighbours Care Group
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton
Hockey Club, Stretton Juniors (5-15 years old)
Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers
Horse Show, Church Stretton
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire
Inner Wheel Club, Church Stretton
Judo, Junior
arate Club
Keep Fit, Stretton
Languages Group
Leisure Centre, Church Stretton
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group
Line Dancing
Lions Club, Middle Marches
Local History Group
Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle
Masonic Lodge (Caer Caradoc)
Masonic Lodge (Longmynd)
Maysi Project
Methodist Church Network Group
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch
Parish Paths Partnership
Parkinson’s U
Photography, Marches Independent
Pilates (exercise)
Pride of Place, Church Stretton
Probus, Strettondale
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton
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Alan Mileson
23
allstrettonvillagehall gmail com
Ruth Grafton
2318
Caroline Crump
23283
Jackie Pennington
722077
Barbara Parnell
720040
David Langslow
23538
Sue Williamson
22 6
Lt Wheelden
01 3 231
Michael Walker
20132
Gloria Carter
2 106
Mike Rounsefell
2 162
Alan ox
25588
Joy King
722077
Tony Crowe
723292
Sue Hird
2 235
Glyn Morgan
22388
Alan Mileson
23
Lucy Taylor
720115
ate Buttolph
20358
Dom Wilson
723128
Lynn Townsend
722667
Judy Russell
2 056
Church Stretton School
722209
Amanda Page
Sue Toghill
22 13
Lesley McIntyre
723427
Stuart Wright
722237
Tom Williamson
22 6
Ru Trew
724297
Lesley Richards
722068
Alan ox
25588
c/o Mayfair
722077
Charles Simmonds
2 11
John Brewer
722965
David Howard
722904
Ann Lloyd
07889 143057
c/o Mayfair
722077
Rob Whittall
0 6 5 10
Fane Conant
722610
Jane Wrench
23 23
Andrew Spurling
23 2
Clive
iona Hunt
Mark Davies (Verd)
0 588 51 55
Emma Wilde
01743 341800
Martin Salisbury
723253
Eric Huff
23 06
Angie Walshaw
23
Nicola Daniels
722077
Pam Allsop
238
Pam Allsop
238
ate Latchford
233 8
Eric and Lesley Brown
2 330
Nick Cole
2 362
0 816 68613
Martin Watts
235 3
Sheila Davies
723455
Terri Clegg
815 2
Evelyn Dapling
236 8
Office
01588 650206
James Townsend
22281
Office
2 2 2
Jane Hurst
1622
Martin Watts
235 3
Ruth Jenkins
724919
Sarah Davies
13 0
Canon Noel Beattie
725530
Anne Tipper
1808
Roger Houston
01 3 358 15
Dave Shephard
2 212
Lisa Ryan
751369
David Langslow
23538
Sue Wells
20051
Dave Bishop
Brian Dawson
Madeline Haigh
Peter Jenkins
Phil Hatton
Graham Williams
Charles Hennell
Janet Williams
Stella Jandrell
Diana Coles
Barbara Hall
David John
Tim Parker
Heather Broughton
Geoff Taylor
Sandra Liebrecht
Trevor Halsey
Alan Stockbridge
Alison Bradley
Tim Goodwin

0 52 26 8 6
0158 831508
2362
724919
07852 961675
0 3 10 26
0158 856 16
220
2 531
723548
724578
2
2
0
3 65 51
01 3 181
23301
81660
2231
722138
203 2

amileson lineone net
www allstrettonvillagehall org uk
janegra waitrose com
carolinecrump68 icloud com
[Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org
stretlang gmail com
sue chelmickforge co uk
info shropshireacf rfca org uk
fontenay1 btinternet com
carter555 f2s com
midiblue tiscali co uk
alandavidfox live co uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
smhird btinternet com
crocrus2 tiscali co uk
amileson lineone net
kate playonperformingarts co uk
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
davejudy1

googlemail com

secretary longmyndcameraclub co uk
susantoghill outlook com
tswilliamson33
gmail com
strettonchoral gmail com www strettonchoral org uk
or 0
060303 alandavidfox live co uk
(Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
candp simmonds googlemail com
or (01694) 731274
(Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
churchstrettoncricketclub gmail com
fanesue aol com www churchstrettoncroquet org uk
janewrench2 gmail com
aspurling btinternet com
strettonsteadies gmail com
verddavies 2 gmail com
mail plush-hill co uk
angiewalshaw hotmail com
[Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
pamallsop churchway plus com
pamallsop churchway plus com
terri artsalive co uk
ec brown btinternet com
nick eloc eclipse co uk
enquiries csmfc co uk
contact redrovers org uk
www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk
actonscottgc gmail com
evedapling waitrose com
office midlandgliding club
secretary churchstrettongolfclub co uk
janehurst
hotmail co uk
mlwatts yahoo co uk
daviesblackhurst

aol com

anne tipper gmail com
RogerHoustonJudo aol com
daveshepard13
gmail com
stretlang gmail com
info teme-leisure co uk
borderwomen.net
southerncrossldc gmail com
thefirs38 btinternet com
csalhg outlook com
freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton
caercaradoclodge gmail com
charles hennell net www longmyndlodge org uk
information mayfaircentre org uk
daj1 56scp btinternet com
poolbrook12 gmail com
tim parker gmail com
parky twood net
gtaylor photo btinternet,com
selenaorme yahoo co uk
trevorhalsey btinternet com
alan stockbridge btinternet com
www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
tmgdwn gmail com
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RAF Roundel Club
Rainbows, Church Stretton
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group
Rangers (Girl Guides) Church Stretton Group
Readers Group at the Library
RNLI
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Royal British Legion
Rugby Club, Church Stretton Samurai
Rushbury and Cardington WI
Save the Children
Scottish Dancers, Stretton
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group
Scrappies - Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore
Shropshire Strummers
Singers, The More Singers
Singers, Stretton Community
Soaring Association, Long Mynd (model gliders)
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Stepping Stones Nursery
Stretton Players
Stretton Pool Action
Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District
Swing Band, Stretton
Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Table Tennis, Leebotwood
Table Tennis, Rushbury
T’ai Chi
Taiko Drumming
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd
Tennis Club
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens)
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)
Tree Group, Church Stretton
Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton
United Nations Association, Shropshire Branch
University of the Third Age (U3A)
Upright and Active (falls prevention strength & balance)
Walking for Health
Walking ootball
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Women’s Group, Church Stretton 1 0
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Women’s Institute, All Stretton
Yoga (Mayfair)
Youth
St Laurence’s

John L Davies
Judy Russell
Darren
Ana Ireland
elicity
Brian Bradley
Pat Stokes-Smith
Les Mackey
Martyn Longhurst
Kaye Smith
Ann Hurst
David Thomas
Terry Davies

724703
2 056
07837 021138
233 0
22535
22138
2318
2
2

771554
1622
722107
23
328508
David Rae
22 5
Deborah Croom-Johnson 0
5 112 5
ate Buttolph
0
382 8
Tim Goodwin
203 2
Tim Dunn
01588 6 2 1
Anne Arkwright
722341
Simon Cleaton
0 510 3 0 81
David Betton
0
2211 1
Hilary Parker
723419
Jamie Wrench
23 23
Leisure Centre
720051
Will Priestley
724223
Ian Pennington
1 10
Marc Lacey
722077
James Barrow
2016
Jo Lendon
01 3 36 8
Claire Hatfield
20123
Jenny or Graham Heath
722216
Margaret Hamer
722407
Maureen Clow
722000
Hilary Hymas
23208
Joy Wilson
723687
Ruth Davies
2 30
Lesley Brown
724330
c/o Mayfair
722077
Nicola Daniels
722077
en Willis
32851
Penny Bienz
2 853
Wally Blake
724040
Jaki Moores
22 0
Carol Greswell
0 803 581580
aye Smith
155
Heather Hathaway
2253
c/o Mayfair
722077
Sally Clilverd
724224

davejudy1

googlemail com

anaireland001 gmail com
churchstretton library shropshire gov uk
b glenmoar gmail com
patstokessmith hotmail com
sulesmackey btinternet com
martynlonghurst hotmail com
ann hurst 6

gmail com

mrterrydavies hotmail com
info scrappies org
d j rae362 gmail com
Annturner512 hotmail com
kate playonperformingarts co uk
info lmsa org uk www lmsa org uk
coaching longmynd org
strettonplayers gmail com
dmbetton googlemail com
jamie wrench

lineone net

ianpennington133 btinternet com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
James taikowest com
jolendon hotmail co uk
mail strataassociates co uk
heath knollcrest co uk strettontheatreandconcert net
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)
hilaryhymas

gmail com

daviescs btinternet com
u3asites.org.uk/churchstretton/contact
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
gordonwillis go-plus net
sacwg shropscwgs org uk
ganjax btinternet com
marmaladieswi gmail com
kayerubetta smith btinternet com
allstrettonwi gmail com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
sally strettonparish org uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors
Town Clerk: (vacancy) RFO: Beverley Clarke Office Hours: Monday to riday 10 00am - 1 00pm and 2 00 - 30pm
ouncil O ﬁce 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY Tel: 22113, ax: 23608 email: secretary churchstretton-tc gov uk
South Ward
North Ward
Little Stretton Ward
Lyn Antill
07734 294909
Nicola Carter
07581 300498
Colin Carson
722784
Ryan Foulkes
07528 372471
Sheila Davies (Deputy Mayor) 723455
Julie Lawton
723750
Daniel Hartshorne
07802 610277
John Luck
725596
All Stretton Ward
Mark Morris
722741
Bob Welch
722998
Andy Munro (Mayor)
725554
Graham Lewis
07906 426727
Helen Stowell
07879 848168
Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
David Evans
01588 6 21
email: david evans shropshire gov uk
Hilary Luff
0 8 0 05608
email: hilary luff shropshire gov uk
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre
Church Stretton School
722209
appointments and general enquiries 722127
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
out of hours
111
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
NHS Choices
111
Church Stretton Library
722535
Ring and Ride
720025
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Local Police Team Message Service (not to be used for crime or emergencies): 01 3 26
3 or csca snt westmercia pnn police uk
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT): Inspector Nicola Roberts [223695]: Tel 101 ext 4630; Sergeant Kapil Pindoria [21284]: Tel 101 ext 66601
Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs):
Lisa Thomas [226064]: 07870 163208; David Baron [226417]: 07870 163156; Julia St-John Martin [224002]: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111 Twitter: SouthShropCops
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering

Shropshire Sweep .................... 19
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 19

Accountants and Bookkeeping
James, Holyoak Parker ......... 39
RLW Accountants ..................... 37

Clothes
Entertaining Elephants ............. 56

Architects, Town Planning
Batch Valley Design.................. 19
Christopher Roscoe Assocs ..... 19
Strata Associates ...................... 19
Bathrooms
see Kitchens, Bathrooms
Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering
Bookshop
Burway Books........................... 43
Builders, Plant & Equipment
A J Lewis-Price ......................... 25
A Morgan .................................. 31
A.2.Z Construction .................... 27
Ben Homden............................. 31
David Spencer .......................... 27
E J G J Groom ...................... 25
Farmer Plant Services .............. 25
Joe Drury .................................. 31
John Hammond ........................ 25
J Morris ................................. 31
Mark Terry................................. 27
Morris Maintenance .................. 27
Paul Tinsley .............................. 31
Period Window Restorations .... 31
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Richard Sherratt Builders ......... 25
Ryder Home Improvements...... 27
SMM ......................................... 31
Cafés
see Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Calor Gas
A & B Smith .............................. 14
Cards and Gifts
Entertaining Elephants ............. 56
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 37
Care - Homes and At Home
Bluebird Care.............................. 9
Carpenters & Joiners
E J G J Groom ...................... 25
J R Callwood ............................ 25
John Hammond ........................ 25
Mark Terry................................. 27
Mike Webster............................ 49
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Carpets
Abbey Carpets .......................... 44
Catteries and Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care
Chemist
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 17
Child Care
Hilary’s Childcare...................... 39
Chiropodists
Caroline Crump ........................ 17
Crown Podiatry ......................... 17
Cleaning and House Care
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 17
Cleanrite Services .................... 17
In Depth Cleaning ..................... 19
Shaw Clean .............................. 19
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Coaches
Caradoc Coaches ..................... 13
Community Centre
Mayfair ........................................ 9
Computing, Graphic and Web
Design
Jason Gough ............................ 56
Nic Sansom .............................. 56
Stretton Internet ........................ 56
Webbex Technical Services ...... 56
Cycle Repairs
Go Cycling ................................ 44
Decorators
see Painters, Decorators
DIY & Hardware
Cyril Bason Hardware............... 40
Mynd DIY .................................. 40
Stretton DIY .............................. 40
The Door nocker Company .... 43
Domestic Appliances & Repairs
A & B Smith .............................. 14
Continental Fireplaces .............. 14
Norman Jones .......................... 14
Electrical Services, Lighting
AMP Electrical .......................... 40
Boxall’s Electrician.................... 40
Charles Ephraim ....................... 40
M C Electrical ........................... 40
Stephen Morgan ....................... 40
Estate Agents
Bluestone.................................. 32
Miller Evans .............................. 32
Samuel Wood ........................... 32
Wrights Estate Agents .............. 32
Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts........................... 39
Crown Wealth Management ..... 37
NFU Mutual .............................. 37
Philippa Gee ............................. 39
Wrights Yorkshire Building Soc. 39
Fine Art Restoration
Stretton Fine Art Restoration .... 43
Florist
John R Thomas ........................ 44
Shropshire lower Company .... 44
Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants ............. 56
van doesburg’s ......................... 56
Funeral Arrangements
A S Morris and Son................... 13
South Shropshire Remembrance
Park .......................................... 13
Furniture Restoration
J R Callwood ............................ 25
Garage Services
Burway Garage......................... 13
Central Garage ......................... 13
MOT Clinic ................................ 13
Garden Design, Services,
Supplies
Ben Carter ................................ 23
Ben Homden............................. 31
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 23
Farmer Plant Services .............. 25

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Integral Gardens ....................... 23
John Stephens Services ........... 23
Keith Warrington ....................... 23
Mike Russell Designs ............... 23
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Paul Tinsley .............................. 31
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Shropshire Lawn Co ................. 23
Stretton DIY .............................. 40
Unique Landscapes .................. 23
Whitehead Trees ...................... 23
Garden Machinery
Newington Garage.................... 13
Stretton DIY .............................. 40
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony’s Hair Studio ................. 9
Health Beauty Clinic ................ 9
Middletons .................................. 9
Shampers ................................... 9
Health, Therapies
see also Chiropodists &
Physiotherapists
Amanda Bedding ...................... 52
Birch Tree Re exology ............. 49
Bodylogic Mobile Massage ....... 52
Cate Gowlett ............................. 49
Forever Living Products............ 52
Mandy Mason ........................... 49
Mayfair ........................................ 9
Hobbies
Burway Books........................... 43
The Prolific Crafter.................... 44
Home & Garden
Caradoc Charcoal..................... 44
The Door nocker Company .... 43
The Garden Room .................... 44
The Prolific Crafter.................... 44
Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets .......................... 44
Louise Watney .......................... 43
Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Eaton Manor ............................. 23
Mynd House ............................. 52
Willowbatch .............................. 23
House and Garden Clearance
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Insurance
see Financial Services, Insurance
Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, eep it
Kennels
Netley ennels ......................... 39
Kitchens, Bathrooms
A J Lewis-Price ......................... 25
A.2.Z Construction .................... 27
County Tiles Bathrooms ........ 25
Homefix .................................... 49
John Hammond ........................ 25
Lee Brown ................................ 49
Mark Terry................................. 27
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Ryder Home Improvements...... 27
SMM ......................................... 31

Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster ....................... 43
D R Tipton................................. 43
Don Hale................................... 43
DWS Property Services ............ 43
E B Jones ................................. 44
G H Jones Son ...................... 44
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Roger Lucas ............................. 44
Pest Control
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 17
Keith Warrington ....................... 23
Pet Food and Pet Care
John R Thomas ........................ 44
Pharmacy
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 17
Physiotherapists
Chris Turner .............................. 17
Marion Murdoch........................ 17
Physio Pilates ........................... 17
Plumbers, Heating
Gary Paris................................. 52
Homefix .................................... 49
J Morris ..................................... 52
John Hammond ........................ 25
J Davies Gas Services....... 49
Lee Brown ................................ 49
Morris Maintenance .................. 27
Peter loyd ............................... 52
Ryder Home Improvements...... 27
SMM ......................................... 31
Whitfield Plumbing .................... 52
Whiting Heating ........................ 49
Printing, Copying, Photo
Products
Craven Design Print .............. 37
Marshbrook Print ...................... 37
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 37
Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry’s ...................................... 56
The Loft .................................... 56
Skip Hire
John Stephens Services ........... 23
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Solicitors
BC Manby Bowdler................. 14
PCB Solicitors........................... 14
Storage
Craven Self-Storage ................. 31
Self-Storage Containers ........... 31
Sweep
Shropshire Sweep .................... 19
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 19
Taxi
Longmynd Private Hire ............. 13
Tree Surgery
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 23
Whitehead Trees ...................... 23
Watches, Batteries, Straps
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201
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Scrappies celebrates 25 Year Jubilee

H

ave you discovered the treasure-trove that is Scrappies
It’s an inspirational place for anyone seeking to find
yet? You could be forgiven if you haven’t, especially
out more about which so-called waste items can be recycled
if you’re new to the Strettons and haven’t wandered
productively for arts and crafts projects, or if you just want
down the alley that leads to their building at Sherratt Court,
some new buttons – did I mention buttons? – to jazz up a
off Beaumont Road.
dress or jacket.
Scrappies, properly named The Shropshire Children’s
The store is also a ‘come to’ place for arts and crafts
Scrapstore Recycling and Resource Centre – a bit of a
information and signposting, with customers asking for advice
mouthful but it ‘does what it says on the tin’ – has been part
about all manner of projects. Scrappies also plays a big part in
of the Strettons landscape for over 25 years. It was founded by promoting innovative approaches to children’s education, and
Irene Briscoe, beginning its life in a garage in Clun in 1992
is part of a wide arts education programme. There is a ‘Crafty
and was then, for quite a few years, located in a Lutwyche
Kids’ drop-in-club on Saturday mornings, with parents and
Road industrial unit before moving to its smaller, current
carers welcome to join in the fun. Children are encouraged
home. Irene retired in 2015 but her vision continues, going
to develop their imaginations and art and craft skills, and the
from strength to strength thanks to a committed group of
club has proved to be a particular favourite among dads and
volunteers, and a strong management team and Trustee
grandparents. It has benefited nearly 100 children and their
Board.
families, many of whom return
Lesley McKnight, Chair and
time after time, since its inception
Lead Artist says “We provide
five years ago.
a wide range of materials for
Scrappies is also a member of
creative arts and educational
the Shropshire Children’s Cultural
activities in schools, nurseries and
Consortium and is a registered
church groups; for artists, crafters
Centre for the Arts Council Art
and young peoples’ groups, and
Award, with two advisers. Many
for casual shoppers of all ages.
children, who have benefited from
Everything we sell is left over from
this award at Scrappies have been
its original purpose and is donated
those in the home school sector.
to us for recycling through sales.”
At the last count (May 2020)
Scrappies have two partthere were over 600 such children
time paid staff members, one
in the county. As you can imagine,
administrator in the office (check
achieving an art qualification is
out the wonderful job Liz does
challenging for home-educated
on their social media pages) and
children, and GCSE /A Level Art
John who manages the customeris a must for those who wish to
facing staff and the service
progress into higher education in
counter, always with a smile and
art-based subjects.
a welcome. Everyone else – the
There is also the holiday art
number of people varies from time
workshop programme, when the
to time, many of whom are or
store is given over to children
were professionals in the creative
during the school holidays so
arts and/or education, plus schoolthat they can work on their own
age students during weekends
art projects. Their work is shared
and holidays – is a volunteer.
through Scrappies’ website gallery
Two of Scrappies’ keen volunteers
Rôles include store design and
at www.scrappies.org/gallery/
management, donations sorting
and on the Facebook page at
and pricing, workshop artists and assistants, materials rotation www.facebook.com/ScrappiesScrapstore/ and is truly awe
and stock control, Arts Award co-ordinators, grant bid writers, inspiring. Who knew that so many beautiful things could
and financial control and business development. Running
appear, through imaginations and skilful hands, from recycled
a charity is far more complicated than many people realise.
materials, so carefully re-imagined.
Every volunteer is DBS checked where necessary, and store
Art workshops across the county are also a big part
volunteers are guided and supported by experienced members of Scrappies’ programmes. Many of these are designed to
of employed staff, long time volunteers and managers. Quite
welcome people of all ages and backgrounds, including people
an operation, wouldn’t you agree? The store always looks calm with disabilities and those disadvantaged through social
and controlled but, like water fowl, there’s a lot going on
exclusion, but there are many other workshops done just for
underneath!
the fun of it!!
So what’s inside? It’s easier to say “Go for a visit”, but here
Whilst Scrappies has benefited from some grants in the
goes... buttons and ribbons; elastic and fabrics; boxes of all
past, perhaps awarded by other charities or from the public
shapes and sizes; rolls from the insides of kitchen towels and
purse, which support activities that are considered for the
printer’s papers; pots and packets; file binders and folders;
public good, sales receipts from the store are a vital part of
paints, pencils, pens and paper in all sorts of colours; yarns,
fund raising, so donations to stock the shelves are always
knitting needles and crochet hooks, and that’s just for starters. welcome as are regular shoppers and new visitors. Scrappies
Did I mention buttons?
has a strong ethos of reuse/recycle/remake – a model of good,
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environmental stewardship – so donations of stock made
to them are in a category that doesn’t compete with other
charities in the retail field.
So what is the future for Scrappies, when so many
charities have struggled through the pandemic? Government
help has ensured that Scrappies has been able to carry on
business but, as Lesley says, “We sail close to the wind, as do
many charitable organisations. We are not supported by our
local council or local businesses in terms of financial income,
but we are so very grateful for all the donations we receive.
We receive grants for some of our workshop programmes, but
these funds are ring-fenced for specific activities and we still
need to find running costs for our premises and other day-today expenses.”
Scrappies has just learned that they will be Enrichment
Providers for Shropshire Council’s Holiday Activity and Food
programme this summer. The programme aims to address
some of the challenges faced by young people throughout
this difficult past year. Shropshire Council’s Alexa Pugh, of
the Arts Development Office, said, when making the award,
“The programme you are providing is excellent and will

make a real difference to
the lives of the children
and young people who
will participate over the
summer.” What a wonderful accolade!
Stretton residents tend to think of Scrappies as ‘our’
charity, but there are many out-of-town visitors as well. Most
have done their research before their visits, which underlines
the value of a strong internet presence. There is a finger post
sigh on the High Street to help potential customers find their
way and the Focus granted funds, through its Community
Award scheme, for a banner pointing the way on Beaumont
Road. Watch out for them both.
Scrappies’ opening hours are 10.00 ‘til 17.00 on
Wednesdays and 10.00 to 16.00 on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday. You can find them at 1 Sherratt Court, Beaumont
Road, SY6 6BN. Telephone 01694 328508 or email: info@
scrappies.org if you have an enquiry, or there’s always
Facebook Messenger as well. Perhaps I’ll see you there. Happy
hunting!
Christine Williams

Methodist Voice
The Shining
ugust – a month when many of us think of holidays,
harvests, and sunshine. However, I can
never forget that 6th August is ‘Hiroshima Day’. On
that day in 1945 a bomb, like no other at that time, was
dropped on Hiroshima. It was called an atomic bomb. In
a blinding radiant flash tens of thousands were killed, and
thousands more continued to suffer the effects of radiation
for years after. Another such bomb fell on Nagasaki three
days later. The WW2 was shortened as a result, but the
memory of horror remains. A German scientist who
worked on the bomb’s development in the US, regretted his
involvement. Atomic/Nuclear energy was a great discovery,
one of the wonders of science. Nuclear energy is used widely
now in power stations to maintain our electricity supplies.
In some churches which use a lectionary (a pattern
of Bible Readings set for every Sunday of every year) the
Gospel reading about the Transfiguration of Jesus falls on
6th August. This strange story tells how Jesus with three
friends, Peter, James and John climbed a mountain. There
the three friends/disciples saw Jesus transfigured: his face
and clothes shone with radiance beyond their imagining.
They were overcome with wonder and awe. The event lasted
only a short time. They all came down the mountain to the
ongoing problems of ‘ordinary’ life. Radiation, radiance, 6th
August. Our nearest star provides radiation and light and
heat which enables life in all its myriad forms to flourish.
(Some Methodists now use the Transfiguration reading in
February.)
In my first job in research labs and learning many new
things I began also to explore Christianity. This included
learning more about the Bible and sharing the fellowship
in a Methodist Church. When I read that Jesus invites us
to ask … seek… knock… I thought that is what scientists
do… ask questions, seek answers, knock at closed doors of
understanding.
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Many people assume science and religion
have little or no connection. Over the years
many people of faith have studied the world around. In
16th Century Nicholas Copernicus wrote Concerning the
Revolutions of Heavenly Bodies i.e. how the planets revolve
around the sun. He was Canon of Freuenberg Cathedral
in Poland, and his studies overturned centuries of belief
that Earth was centre of the universe. A Dominican monk,
Giordano Bruno from Naples, upheld Copernicus’ ideas.
He was determined to make clear the implications, that
man is a tiny speck in a universe of infinite space and an
infinite number of worlds. He was burned at the stake for
heresy in 1600. Many people know of Galileo’s arguments
with the church in Rome. New discoveries continued,
such as Isaac Newton’s work on gravity and light which
provoked wonder. Rev Alexander Forsyth was a scientist
as well as a Highland person. He knew about experiments
connected with coal and gas and steam and was interested
in the work of Galvani and Volta which lead to batteries.
He knew Edward Jenner. When Jenner began vaccination
for smallpox Forsyth himself inoculated all his parishioners.
Unfortunately, he is remembered mainly for the invention
of the percussion lock on firearms, death-dealing weapons.
Many Christians, ordained and lay, continue to ask,
seek, knock. Rev Dr David Wilkinson BSc, PhD, MA,
FRAS, an astro physicist, is now a Methodist Minister
heading a theological college. Human beings are amazing.
They can think, remember, adapt, encourage, be cruel, be
compassionate… There are still many unknowns. We can
ask, seek, knock and wonder at this amazing world. And we
can wonder how love can make people shine.
Happy holydays!!
Pam E Rush
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849
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Locally based
Plumber
General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Church Stretton Branch –
Royal British Legion (RBL)
Centenary Service 100 Years, 1921-2021
n line with other National and Worldwide Branches of
the RBL, at 9am on 15th May, a small group gathered
at the Memorial Cross to lay a wreath, to celebrate the
actual date and time of the founding of the British Legion
100 years ago.
On Saturday 22nd May at 10am, with the relaxing
of Covid restrictions, a larger group of Branch Members
gathered at St Laurence Church to proceed, led by the
Branch and Ladies Standards, to the Memorial Cross.
The weather was kind on this late May morning as the
members of the Royal British Legion gathered to celebrate
and commemorate their Centenary. With sun breaking
across the hills, the Memorial Cross provided a beautiful
setting as our Chaplain, Rev Steve Johnson, led us in prayer
and reflection as we celebrated the friends and comrades
that have been part of this campaigning organisation since
its inception after the First World War.
Our mission to provide social, emotional, and financial
support to members and veterans of our Armed Forces, their

I

Church Stretton Library Update
ith summer in full swing we now have the
exhibition space open to view and our tourist
information open to browse again.
A huge thank you to the Friends of Church Stretton
Library and the Focus for donating the money to be able to
have some new shelving for the tourist information area.
It will make a big difference to us being able to supply the
information we have wanted to and use the space in the best
way possible.
This summer we have the
Summer Reading Challenges running
for children and adults. With the
children’s summer read, you read
six books over the summer and
along with this collect stickers and
gifts, and pick up an activity pack,
participate in online Zoom activities and ‘Make your own
Animal Wall Hanging’ activity (booking will be required
for the wall hanging activity which will take place on
Friday 20th August and Saturday 28th August, times to be
confirmed).
For the Teenage/Adult Summer Read, you can sign up
to read four books, leave your comments on the form and
receive four free requests on returning the form. Once you
have given back your form you are then entered into a prize
draw to win book tokens or a tablet.
From the 7th August Cllr Hilary Luff (Shropshire
Council) will have a drop-in surgery on the second Saturday
of every month 10am-12pm. “I am hoping that by making
myself available to the local residents, they will be able to
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families and dependents remains to this day. The Church
Stretton Branch will continue to do this primarily through
the annual Poppy Appeal and Remembrance activity, but
also by providing support and comradeship to those who
seek it, all with a smile and a good dose of military humour
and camaraderie.
Lest we forget: they gave their tomorrow for our today
Les Mackey

come and discuss any concerns or issues with me in person.
It will be nice to have face to face contact with residents to
discuss local or personal issues and I may be able to help
or point people in the right direction. I cannot promise to
solve all problems, but I will listen and do my best to help.”
Much Wenlock U3A Art Group exhibition will be
available to see during our opening hours in August.
Our opening times - for the past year we have been
operating on reduced opening hours, however we are
hopeful that from 19th July our hours might change. You
can check the opening hours on our website, by calling us
on 01694722535 or emailing us at Churchstretton.library@
shropshire.gov.uk
Book Review by Daniel from Church Stretton Library:
Lost London 1870-1945 by Phillip Davies from the
archives of English Heritage
Published Transatlantic Press;
First Edition (1 Sept. 2009)
This is a fascinating book
documenting the great changes
that happened in London from
late Victorian times up until
World War 2.
Lavishly produced throughout
and generously filled with
stunning black and white
photographs, you get a real sense of the dramatic upheaval
that took place in this sprawling city, both physically and
socially.
The arresting images and accompanying text give an
insight into architecture and aspects of everyday life now
lost, such as the bustling docks and subterranean tunnels of
the city.
The above book can be ordered through the Shropshire Library
Service
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Spring Poetry Event

A

t our Spring Poetry Event (earlier this year) we were delighted to hear the authors
themselves read so many enjoyable and thought-provoking poems on the theme of ‘Light’
or ‘Thank you’. We printed some in the May, June and July editions of Focus. Here are
some final examples that continue to illustrate the range and quality of the poems written by
local residents.
Ben Warren, Friends of Church Stretton Library

At the Scouring Plant
At the scouring plant
There’s noise and action
In this huge dark shed

Lockdown 2 – Thoughts On Light

It’s exciting
As we scramble – hard hatted
And yellow-jacketed
Past the clanking washing machines
Steaming hissing cauldrons
Which boil and bubble
With toil and trouble
As they churn and clean the wool
I wonder – ever practical – will it mat?
But no – it’s dried
And carded
Combed and then –
Like a dream
A shaft of moonlight
A pure white filament of wonder
The wool streams out
At the scouring plant

Thelma F. Thompson

All was bleak and all was dark
Mourning in the morning for the spark,
In the seeming endless night
And the dying of the light
How desolate our humankind,
Despairing now and spirit blind!
But in our own pandemic year
Came light to lead us out of fear,
A healing light for each poor soul,
A gentle light to make us whole,
Light of heart, clear spirit sight
Bringing hope in darkest night.
When Mercury the Messenger
With Saturn’s jolly Jupiter
Struck such a light of love
Did angels sing again above?
As, once, when shepherds and wise kings
Were led to find a King of Kings.
Sunlight, starlight, fire and twilight,
Moonlight in the darkest night,
Lightening brightens blackest thunder,
Can we mortals fail to wonder
Even in our current plight…
At the miracle of Light?

Are you Winning?
“Are you winning?”
that is what they ask me
I say “oh yes, I am in my own way”
but in fact I feel like I’m losing,
losing a war that cannot be won.
A wooden sword in my hand,
a rowing boat upon the ocean,
the weather elements surround me,
which Man has no control over,
but I weather the storm,
because I have to,
because I must,
not to count the battles fought and lost
but to tunnel up, up out of the dark cave
up to fight for the light.
Luke Durnell
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Jill Clark

Trivia Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Field hockey
Buddy Holly
Handel
Skin
Stars
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Occasional Advertisements

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

To place an occasional
advertisement, please contact
adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk
Size: 60 x 35mm,
price £7.50 per month

New Landscape Investment to deliver Local Benefits for
Climate, Nature, People and Place

A

three year Defra-funded programme for farmers and
land managers in Protected Landscapes (Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and National Parks) in
England has been launched.
Here in the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB), over £700,000 is available to distribute
this year to projects linked to
farmers and communities who
farming that can demonstrate
work within them and the
benefits to climate, nature,
wider local economy.
people and place.
Farmers and land managers
The Shropshire Hills
are being encouraged to look
AONB Partnership is
at project opportunities on
supporting farmers and land
their holdings and to get in
managers to apply for grants to
touch with the Shropshire Hills
carry out projects that support
AONB Partnership to discuss
nature recovery, mitigate the
them.
impacts of climate change,
Farming in Protected
provide opportunities for
Landscapes Adviser, Alison
people to discover, enjoy and
Jones, will be able to offer
understand the landscape and
advice, help with the
cultural heritage, or support
development of projects and
nature-friendly, sustainable
guide individuals through the
farm businesses.
application process.
The programme is open
Further information is
View looking west towards Church Stretton
to farmers and land managers
available on our website at
(including from the private, public and charity sector) with
www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/help-to-look-after/farmingland within the Shropshire Hills AONB.
in-protected-landscapes
Protected Landscapes are special areas and need to be
To contact Alison Jones please email alison.m.jones@
managed, enhanced and protected while also supporting the
shropshire.gov.uk or telephone 01743 254745.
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Jason Gough
computing services

Hardware - Software
Consultancy
Repairs - Installation - Support
For Business and Home users
Over 20 Year’s Experience in the IT Industry

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com

Berry’s
17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot and cold
meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes, children's menu.
Courtyard; fully licensed; dog-friendly; private room
for up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
Tripadvisor Travellers’ Choice* 2020
* in global top 10% of restaurants
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