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What’s On in
If you wish to know the times of regular

1 thurSday

CS Indoor Market
Booking forms from Sandy Pearse: 723806
or sandypearse3@hotmail.com
9am-2pm Scout Hut, CS

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm
CS Library

Interdenominational Communion Service
First Thursday of every month.
Local clergy take turns to conduct the
service. All welcome.
1.45-2.15pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Singing for Fun
Open to all who love singing
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

Stretton Pool Action Group
Meeting to outline plans for 2017
Enquiries: 722465
7pm URC Hall

2 Friday

CS Country Market
Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Anne: 722970 Caroline: 07738 359404
8.30am-12noon Mayfair
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the Strettons in December
meetings of societies and groups, please see the list of contacts in the yellow pages.
Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514 or John: 751245
4.30-5.30pm CS Leisure Centre

CS& DC Club AGM
Contact club for start time
CS & District Club 723193

4 Sunday

Christmas Activities: make your own tree
National Trust drop-in event.
Create a small Christmas tree from sticks
and pine cones. £1 per child.
11am-3pm (last admission at 2pm) Chalet
Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley

5 Monday

Cancer Research UK event

Swimming at Ludlow

‘Christmas Flowers’, with Jane Pugh, the
‘Singing Florist’. Tickets £10 (includes
refreshments)
Booking: 722713 or 723773
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Dark Horse’ (PG) 84 minutes
Tickets: £4
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from Dawn: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton

3 Saturday

Amnesty International Church Stretton
‘Write for Rights’ annual letter-writing
campaign. Friendly guidance and
refreshments provided.
10am-12 noon URC Hall

Sit and Knit
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library

Stretton Choral Society Concert
‘Christmas Sunrise’
Tickets: £10 from Burway Books, John
Thomas Florist and choir members
Enquiries to 723604
7.30pm CS School

‘Stars in your Skies’ – Dwarf Planets
National Trust event. Possible chance of stargazing (weather permitting)
Tickets £10 Bookings: 725001
8-11.30pm Meet at the Chalet Pavilion,
Carding Mill Valley

‘The Big Short’ (15) 130 minutes
Tickets £4 adults, £2 juniors
7.30pm CS School 724330

Monday Cash Bingo
Eyes down 8pm
Church Stretton & District Club

6 Tuesday

Rhyme Time – fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Brief Encounter’ (PG) 83 minutes
Tickets £4
8pm All Stretton VH

7 Wednesday

Upholstery Class
Friendly class, meeting weekly until March
2017. Information from:
Liz: 771744 or Betty: 722717
10am-3.30pm Ticklerton VH

U3A Classical Music Talks
First Wednesday of the month, (September
until June). A small fee is requested, to cover
expenses
Contact Barbara Hall: 724578
10.15am-12 noon Mayfair

CS Library Reading Group
Friendly, informal book group, meeting on
the 1st Wednesday of the month
Enquiries to Felicity: 724657
2-3pm CS Library

CS Methodist Network Group
Rev Hazel Ratcliffe
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

Carols and Tea at St Laurence’s
For the elderly
3pm St Laurence’s

‘Hickman & Quinn’ at Housmans
UK Folk and American roots music
Enquiries to 724441
8pm Housmans, High St, CS

8 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet access
to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm CS Library

Singing for Fun
Open to all who love singing
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

The Royal Ballet Live Transmission
‘The Nutcracker’
Tickets: £11 adults, £5 juniors
Pre-theatre meal available.
Enquiries/meal bookings: 722209
7.15pm CS School Theatre

Continued on next page
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What’s On continued
CS Marmaladies WI
Christmas Party/Skittles Night
Open to new members.
marmaladieswi@gmail.com
7.30pm CS& District Club

9 Friday – 17 Saturday

Judy Osborne Pre-Christmas Exhibition
Paintings, cards and gifts
Donation from sales to Hope House
10am-4pm daily (exc. Sunday 11th)
Barbara’s Picture Framing shop, Beaumont
Rd, CS

9 Friday

CS Country Market
Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Anne: 722970 Caroline: 07738 359404
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am CS Library

Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514 or John: 751245
4.30-5.30pm CS Leisure Centre

Family Evening
Children’s films and activities
5-10pm CS & District Club 723193

‘Fizz and Nibbles’
Tickets £5 from 01746 785564, 01746
785250, or 01746 785425
Proceeds to Easthope Church and the Air
Ambulance
8pm Stillwells, Cottage Farm, Easthope

10 Saturday

Men’s Breakfast
Guest speaker Keith Bell: ‘From Butcher to
Bus Driver to Evangelist’
Free admission. Cooked breakfast.
Enquiries to John Hughes 722582
7.30am Parish Centre

Library Christmas Extravaganza
Book sale, raffle, crafts, and mince pies.
Book sale runs until Saturday 17th.
Refreshments from 10-12 and 2-4pm
Enquiries to the library: 722535
10am onwards CS Library

Marches Independent Photography
‘Five for Five’ – show five photos and talk
about them for five minutes.
Info from 723301 or 01743 872430
Website: www.mipgroup.org.uk
10am-4pm Cardington VH
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Methodist Church

Engaging Issues Talks

All welcome for quiet reflection with tea/
coffee and fellowship in the hall.
10am-12 noon CS Methodist Church

Christmas Quiz Night with Ken Willis
Annual Mayfair fundraiser
Bring own refreshments and glasses.
£4 per player (teams of 4-8)
Please book early on 722077
7.30pm Health & Well Being Centre

12 Monday

Swimming at Ludlow
Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from Dawn: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

Eaton-under-H & Hope Bowdler WI
Members’ Christmas Party/Dinner
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Monday Cash Bingo
Eyes down 8pm
Church Stretton & District Club

The Annual Lecture, sponsored by ‘The
Montgomery Trust’
Dr Philip Lewis: ‘Islam in Britain’
All welcome – a small charge of £3 is
politely requested to cover expenses.
7.30pm United Reformed Church

More Singers Christmas Concert
Includes seasonal readings and traditional
carols. Tickets: £5 from Burway Books, John
Thomas Florist, choir members or on the
door.
7.30pm Methodist Church

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group
Talk by John Mackintosh: ‘Entrances and
Exits – Shropshire Mammals’
Enquiries: Carol Wood 07807 068304
7.30pm Culmington VH

14 Wednesday
P.A.C.T. Surgery

10am-12noon Police Station

Upholstery Class
Friendly class, meeting weekly until
March 2017. Information from:
Liz: 771744 or Betty: 722717
10am-3.30pm Ticklerton VH

Mothers’ Union Meeting

13 Tuesday

Rhyme Time – fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Prayers, followed by ‘Pots and Pies’
(Christmas Lunch)
12noon for 12.30pm CS Parish Centre

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

U3A
Christmas Celebrations – Fun and
Participation
2pm Parish Centre

Shropshire Mind
Informal group sessions that offer support,
self-help and refreshments.
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month
3-5pm Mayfair

Town Council Meetings

Members and Friends Christmas Lunch
(Note: Wednesday, not usual Monday)
12.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2’
PG 12A Tickets £4
Plus mulled wine, mince pies and a
Christmas Raffle.
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Long Mynd Camera Club

Charities Meeting at 6pm, followed
immediately by Council Meeting
6pm SHI

All Stretton Women’s Institute
Janice Cox: ‘Shrewsbury Handbells’
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Christmas Meeting (‘Bring & Share’
Christmas Refreshments) and Shropshire
County Clubs Competition
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

‘Joe Seager’ at Housmans
Free entry. Enquiries to 724441
8pm Housmans, High St, CS
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What’s On continued
15 Thursday

Mince Pies and Merriment

CS Indoor Market
Booking forms from Sandy Pearse: 723806
or sandypearse3@hotmail.com
9am-2pm Scout Hut, CS

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Seasonal words, music and festive
refreshments. Bring your own wine.
Raffle in aid of the Women’s Refuge and the
Air Ambulance. Tickets £7.50 from 724796
(please book early)
7.30pm Little Stretton VH

17 Saturday

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm CS
Library

National Theatre Live Transmission
‘No Man’s Land’
Tickets: £11 adults, £5 juniors
Pay on the door. Enquiries: 722209
7pm CS School

Singing for Fun

Library Christmas Extravaganza
Enjoy a mince pie while browsing through
the book sale, raffle and crafts.
Refreshments from 10-12 and 2-4pm
Enquiries to the library: 722535
10am onwards CS Library

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group
Wildlife Walk: Christopher Cadbury Wetland
Reserve, Upton Warren (Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust)
Leader: Trevor Halsey 07940 959303
10am Meet at the car park (SO 936677)

Winter Wonderland Charity Ball

Open to all who love singing
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

Live music, disco, light buffet
Tickets: £15, in aid of Severn Hospice
Contact club for start time
CS & District Club 723193

16 Friday

CS Country Market

Ticklerton Folk Dance

Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Anne: 722970 Caroline: 07738 359404
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Evergreens Club

Contact no: 722418
8pm til late. Ticklerton VH

18 Sunday

Nativity Service
11am St Laurence’s, CS

Friendly senior citizens group
Christmas Lunch
Booking required: 722077
12.30pm Buck’s Head, CS

Carol Service
3pm All Saints, Little Stretton

Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514 or John: 751245
4.30-5.30pm CS Leisure Centre

Carol Service
Followed by tea and mince pies
4pm Methodist Church, CS

Carol Service
6pm St Laurence’s, CS

Family Evening

Carol Service

Christmas Crafts
7pm CS & District Club 723193

6pm St Michael’s, All Stretton

Friday Night at the Horne
‘Bowjangles’ String Quartet
Tickets: £12 adult, £6 child, £30 family, from
Burway Books, John Thomas Florist or CS
Council office.
Enquiries to 720132
7.30pm SHI

19 Monday

CS Area Local History Group
‘Bring & Share’ Lunch (members only)
12.30pm URC Hall

P.A.C.T Surgery
6-9pm Police Station

Monday Cash Bingo
Eyes down 8pm
Church Stretton & District Club

20 Tuesday

Children’s Christmas Sing-along
Festive sing-along, followed by a craft.
Limited spaces so booking is essential.
10.30-11.30 am CS Library 722535

Scrappies
Children’s Christmas Craft Workshop
£3.50 per child (for age 7+)
Book early: 728508
10.30am-12.20pm OR 1.30-3.30pm

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘Eddie the Eagle’ (PG)
Tickets: £4, students £2
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

21 Wednesday

Upholstery Class
Friendly class, meeting weekly until March
2017. Information from:
Liz: 771744 or Betty: 722717
10am-3.30pm Ticklerton VH

CS Methodist Network Group
‘Christmas Carols and Readings’ with Tony
and Wendy
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

Christmas Film Night
8pm CS & District Club 723193

22 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Singing for Fun
Open to all who love singing
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

‘Ronaldos’ at Housmans
Acoustic four piece band.
Free entry. Enquiries to 724441
8pm Housmans, High St, CS

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from Dawn: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

Continued on next page
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What’s On continued
23 Friday

CS Country Market
Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Anne: 722970 Caroline: 07738 359404
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514 or John: 751245
4.30-5.30pm CS Leisure Centre

Family Evening
Children’s films and activities
5-10pm CS & District Club 723193

24 Saturday

Christmas Treasure Hunt/Crib Service
2.30pm Meet at the Co-op car park for the
treasure hunt, followed by:
3pm Crib Service at St. Laurence’s

Carols under the Tree of Light
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
A family start to the Christmas Celebrations,
with a collection for charities and mulled
wine supplied by Berry’s for their chosen
charity
6.30pm The Square, CS

Christmas Eve Prize Draw
Contact club for start time
CS & District Club 723193

Holy Communion service

25 Sunday

Holy Communion (trad) Service
8am St Laurence’s, CS

Holy Communion Service
9.30am St Michael’s, All Stretton

All Age Service
Followed by optional short communion
10am St Laurence’s, CS

Family Service
10am Methodist Church, CS

Holy Communion (trad) Service
11am All Saints, Little Stretton

Shropshire Mind
Informal group sessions that offer support,
self-help and refreshments.
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month
3-5pm Mayfair

28 WedneSday

Open to all who love singing
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

30 Friday

CS Country Market
Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Anne: 722970 Caroline: 07738 359404
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Walking Football (played indoors)

31 Saturday

New Year’s Eve Party
Disco and karaoke
8pm-late CS & District Club 723193

‘Star of the Sea’ at Housmans

Upholstery Class
Friendly class, meeting weekly until March
2017. Information from:
Liz: 771744 or Betty: 722717
10am-3.30pm Ticklerton VH

CS Methodist Network Group
No meeting today – next one is on January
4th 2017

Communion Service

Singing for Fun

Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514 or John: 751245
4.30-5.30pm CS Leisure Centre

27 tueSday

11pm St Laurence’s, CS

29 thurSday

New Year’s Eve Party
Tickets: £32. Enquiries to 724441
8pm Housmans, High St, CS

What’S on in earLy Jan 2017
4 WedneSday

Long Mynd Camera Club
Peter J Siviter: ‘Tales of the Unexpected’ £3
admission
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

11.30pm Methodist Church, CS

Copy Editor Required
Stretton Focus is seeking a volunteer to join our lively,
cheerful team of copy editors.
A tremendous opportunity to get under the surface of
our wonderful community here in the Strettons!
If you’re interested in being at the sharp end of producing
this Queen’s Award winning magazine, we’d love to hear
from you.

Original illustrations by Helen Fenton
www.helenfenton.co.uk

Contact editor@strettonfocus.org.uk to express
interest or for further details.
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Recipe of the Month
Almond mincemeat tartlets

These little tartlets are a change from the traditional mince
pies. Serve them warm with brandy or rum flavoured
custard. They freeze well and can be reheated. Makes 36.
Pre-heat oven to 190C/375F/Gas 5.
Ingredients for pastry
10oz plain flour
3oz icing sugar
1 teasp ground cinnamon
6oz butter
2oz ground almonds
1 egg yolk
3 tablsp milk
1lb mincement
1 tablsp brandy or rum
Ingredients for the lemon sponge filling
4oz butter
4oz caster sugar
6oz self-raising flour
2 large eggs
finely grated rind of one large lemon
To make the pastry: sift the flour, icing sugar and
cinnamon into a bowl and rub in the butter until it is like
breadcrumbs. Add the ground almonds and bind with the
egg yolk and milk to a soft pliable dough. Wrap in cling
film and chill for 30 minutes. Then roll out the pastry
and cut into 36 fluted rounds and line the patty tins. Mix
the mincemeat with the brandy or rum and put a small
teaspoonful in the bottom of each pastry case.
To make the lemon sponge filling: Whisk butter, sugar,
flour, eggs and lemon rind together until smooth. Spoon
on top of the mincemeat, dividing it evenly and smoothing
over the tops. Bake for 30 minutes or until golden brown.
Leave to cool on a wire rack. When cold simply dust over
with icing sugar. You will love them . . .
A very Happy Christmas to you all from me
Her Ladyship

Stretton Focus
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A New Year Wish from the
Mayor of Church Stretton

W

ell! What a busy and
bustling year 2016 has
been on many fronts.
In May, the transfer of freehold
Rectory Wood and Field to the
Town Council was completed
securing this important asset for
the Community.
Then came The Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service
to Stretton Focus, a great
achievement.
Come October we saw the opening of the Health and
Well Being Centre at Mayfair, being the culmination of six
years’ hard work, with congratulations to all those involved
and especially Nicola McPherson.
The opening of the new Pavilion on Russell’s Meadow
brings an important addition to the recreational facilities
for both Cricket and Football teams, and our Town Clerk,
Marian Giles, is to be thanked for dedicated work on this
project.
Then there have been the various events and festivals
that have taken place during the year which we have enjoyed
and which also attract visitors to our Town.
So whatever part you have played or contributed, please
accept our grateful thanks.
We look forward to a great New Year. It is good to
see three new enterprises that started recently in Church
Stretton widening the shopping experience, and we look
forward to more initiatives not only in commerce but in
sustainable community ventures.
May you have a Happy and Enjoyable Christmas and let
us look forward to a Happy and Harmonious New Year.
Cllr. Michael Walker
Mayor

Christmas Message
to all our Readers, Contributors and Advertisers
On behalf of myself and the dedicated team at Focus,
we wish everyone a Happy, Healthy Festive Season.
This last year has proved to be very eventful with the
presentation of the Queen’s Award and indeed the
many acknowledgements received on the quality of the
publication, which have been appreciated by our hard
working team.
A Merry Christmas to one and all!
Tom Beaumont, Chairman, Stretton Focus
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Anglican Voice
Christmas… from our youth worker:

I

have always loved Christmas. As a child I loved
the presents, but as a grown up, what means
most to me is spending time with my family.
The build-up starts in mid-November, when it is
deemed perfectly reasonable to start listening to Christmas
music. We look out for the Coca-Cola advert and the John
Lewis Advert. We are big on traditions on Christmas day,
the day itself always has a certain order; we do stockings
in the morning, then we go to church, then we come back
and eat lunch, then we do the washing up and only after
that can we finally open presents. The evening is then spent
playing games and having fun. We have a ‘No Television’
rule, which means no Doctor Who Christmas special, much
to my Dad’s dismay. As a child I was impatient to open the
presents and would reluctantly help with the washing up,
but as an adult the washing up is as much a part of my day
as the present opening.
It makes me wonder what it would have been like for
Mary and Joseph on that first Christmas. There is nothing
routine about what they went through. I can’t imagine what
Mary must have felt to have found herself unexpectedly
pregnant and unmarried, and then to have the added stress
on top of that of having to move miles because of a census.
What a nightmare! And Joseph discovering that the woman
he was meant to marry is pregnant and he is not the father.
It is still controversial now – can you imagine what it
would have been like then? And then them both arriving

8

in Bethlehem and finding that the only place for
them to sleep is with the animals. If that were me the
amount of stress that I would be feeling would be
unmanageable. But Mary and Joseph both knew that
what they were doing would be for the benefit of all
mankind. They were both faithful to what God had
told them through the angel and because of that we get to
celebrate the miracle of Christmas. We get to do all the fun
things with our family and share gifts with each other. But
in the midst of all the excitement, let’s not forget what really
happened that very first year, and what they went through,
so that we might all have the opportunity to celebrate the
start of the life of an extraordinary man who would change
the course of the earth.
St Laurence’s has many Christmas services to help you
celebrate Christmas as a family. Please feel welcome at any
of them.
Becky Merriman (Youth worker)

December 2016
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Returning a allet
I would like to thank Barbara Oakley, the church
warden of St Laurence’s Church, for sending me my lost
wallet which was found in the church grounds last weekend.
It just helps you see that there is always a guardian angel out
there looking after you.
Samantha Lee, from Hampshire.
The National Trust – second-hand book sales
We have had an extremely good year with
all the money raised being used for various local
projects. These include replacing way-markers
for walkers on the hills, repairing footpaths and
various bird surveys.
A very big thank you to all who have
donated books; we would love to thank you individually but
the books magically appear!!
We do need more, especially paper-back fiction. So if
you are having a clear out please think of us. Collection can
be arranged if you are unable to deliver to The Pavillion TeaRoom in Carding Mill Valley. If you do venture up there
please have a cup of hot chocolate - it’s delicious.
Janet, John and David
Church Stretton Hospice Support Group
Many, many thanks to the members (past and present),
of the Church Stretton Hospice Support Group, who have,
over several years raised awareness and funds for The Severn
Hospice.
The group has come to a natural close, with some
members continuing to support in the community through
the Hospice shop and individual fundraising events. All
remaining monies have been passed to the fundraising team
at Severn Hospice who were, as always, very appreciative of
the efforts of the Church Stretton Support Group over the
many years of their work.
Felicity Thomas
Teas to Please
Thank you from All Saint’s Church, Little Stretton,
to all who supported ‘Teas to Please’. Over the three day
event, with disappointing weather for the first two days
but a wonderful day on Bank Holiday Monday, £4,300
was raised. Half of this amount is for the church and the
remaining half divided equally between the Parkinson’s
Society and the Stroke Association.

Mayfair Lottery Results for
October
£100

151

£50

597

£20

453

£10

483
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Save the Children
A big thank you to everyone who supported the Save
the Children ‘Soup and Apple Puddings’ lunch at the Parish
Centre in October. You helped to raise over £740 to help
the charity’s work with children at home and abroad.
Norma Taylor
Coffee morning
Our Coffee Morning on 22nd September
brought us the wonderful sum of £338.58.
We are surprised and delighted. We thank
those who came to our house, those who
couldn’t come but gave us generous donations, those who
contributed in various ways and those who helped us to run
the event. We are very grateful to you all. Thank you very
much.
Jill and Richard Turner Jones
Quiz
The Plough, Wistanstow, ran an enjoyable quiz for
RNLI on 30th September which made £148.50. We thank
George and his staff for giving us such a pleasant evening,
Peter the Quizmaster and all who came to take part in the
quiz. Thank you all very much.
Brian and Alison Bradley
Table Top Sale
Brian and Alison Bradley organised a Table Top Sale in
aid of the RNLI on 5th November. There were ten tables
selling an interesting assortment of goods. There were
delicious cakes and preserves, locally made cards, beautiful
jewellery, lovely hand knitted goods, two tables selling good
quality bric-a-brac and also the RNLI Christmas cards and
calendars. Tea and coffee were served with Mr Bun’s tasty
toasted tea cakes. A good flow of people came and everyone
enjoyed the day. We thank Brian and Alison very much
for running the event and also all the stall holders and our
visitors for coming and making it an enjoyable day. Taking
into account some Gift Aid and the profit from the sale of
RNLI goods the money raised for the RNLI was £263.55.
Thank you all.
Jill and Richard Turner Jones
Mayfair Book Sale
Mayfair and Rotary Volunteers have just
held a very busy Book Sale at the URC Hall
to raise money for Mayfair. Thanks to the
generosity of book donors, we were able to
record our best ever result and we donated
£1,675 to support Mayfair’s valuable services
to residents.
Many thanks to all our customers and those kind
residents who store our books; and of course the volunteers
who made it happen.
Alison Bradley and Colin McIntyre

11

Ring and Ride has been awarded a new mini bus from
the Department of Transport (DoT).
wo years ago Mayfair Community Centre’s Ring &
Ride service applied for DoT funding, but, as the
process takes quite a while, the bus didn’t arrive until
October!
With over 400 weekly journeys and over 300 members
(groups and individuals), the Ring & Ride in Church
Stretton is very popular. Chief Officer, Nicola McPherson
said “with many people in the community unable to drive,
or for those who don’t have any transport – the Ring &
Ride service is literally a lifeline. Many people use Ring &
Ride to get to doctor’s appointments, to do their shopping,
to access exercise classes, support groups and clubs.

T

We are delighted to receive this new vehicle in
replacement for the IRIS minibus that has reached the end
of its lifespan and become costly to run”.
Christmas in Day Care
Christmas will be full of fun and laughter. Starting on
the 1st December, there will be different activities each
day including carols, guest speakers, Christmas Bingo,
quizzes, lots of music and much more. Please call in for a
programme or an informal visit if you feel as though you or
a family member or friend would like to join us.
New Venue for Christmas Quiz
Ken’s annual Mayfair fundraising Christmas quiz will be
held on Saturday 10th December.
With teams of 4-8, there is room for family and
friends in the teams. This popular fun event will take
place in the new air-conditioned, easy access, Health and
Wellbeing Centre, with the doors opening at 7pm with a
7.30 start. The cost will be £4 per player, and there will
be four National Lottery prizes; winners, runners up, 3rd
place and fun team (last place). Someone could become
a millionaire: dream on! There will also be a raffle, so any
contributions will be welcome. Each team must bring their
own refreshments and glasses, and we hope to have a little
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something on the tables. All teams interested should book
in as early as possible. Ring 01694 722077 to book a place,
so we can have the correct number of tables and chairs in
place.
Ken Willis
Thank you – Sunday lunch ladies/book sale
We would like to say a very big thank you to the ‘Ladies
who do Breakfast’ for the magnificent Sunday lunch on 9th
October. The event raised an excellent £648 and will help
purchase equipment for the kitchen.
A huge thank you also goes to all the volunteers who
ran the book sale for Mayfair at the URC Hall on 28th
and 29th October. It was a great team effort with Rotary,
Mayfair and many others getting involved. Thanks also go
to the member of Mayfair who paid for the hire of the Hall
and to everyone who donates books to Mayfair throughout
the year.
Health and Wellbeing Centre Update
Opened on 19th September, the Health and Wellbeing
Centre has been getting about 200 visitors a week. We
are pleased that since opening we have had five new
clinics booked into the Centre which include hearing
maintenance clinic (appointment only), diabetic foot
screening, psychological therapies and the midwives. Some
of the clinics have moved back from the GP Practice, who
kindly housed them whilst the Health and Wellbeing
Centre was being refurbished. The Thursday and 11am
Wednesday Walking for Health walks will now also start
at the Health and Wellbeing Centre as space is restricted
in Mayfair on those mornings. We have had a number
of courses and events in the Community Room and are
pleased that the promotion of STOPTOBER, the weekly
clinic, has generated interest with six people to date
seeing the Help to Change Adviser, who can assist with
Help to Quit Smoking or Help to Slim. Already we can
see the connections being made between individuals and
organisations which was what the Health and Wellbeing
Centre was all about. Someone popped in for coffee, got
introduced to our MAYSI worker, made an appointment to
come to our MAYSI surgery on a Tuesday and subsequently
got help with a number of things to promote independence
and improve quality of life. We are delighted that the care
agencies, Bluebird and New Dawn Care, are on hand to
liaise with Health and other professionals regarding client
care and their staff have a base to come for support.
If you haven’t yet been into the centre please pop in
and have a look. Our team of volunteer hosts will be happy
to show you around. You can also get coffee and healthy
breakfast and snack from 8.15 to 3.30. We look forward to
seeing you.
Diary Date
Mayfair Christmas Quiz:
Saturday 10th December, 7.30pm start
Health and Wellbeing Centre, £4 per person.
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Carols in the Square
6.30pm Christmas Eve

A

family start to the Christmas
celebrations under the tree
of light.

Collection for Lingen-Davies
Cancer Fund and Rotary charities.
Mulled wine by Berry’s, proceeds to their chosen charity.
Don’t miss it!
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Charity number 1028512

The More Singers Christmas
Concert

A

truly festive evening is guaranteed at The More
Singers’ annual Christmas concert which will be
held on Tuesday 13th December at 7.30pm in the
Methodist Church, Church Stretton. It will be directed by
Alistair Auld and accompanied by David Fisher.
This year’s programme will feature Fantasia on Christmas
Carols (Ralph Vaughan Williams) for Baritone solo and
choir, a lively setting of Tomorrow shall be my dancing day
(John Gardner), a poignant setting of the Blake poem The
Lamb (John Tavener), Jesus Christ the Apple tree (Elizabeth
Poston) and There is no rose (John Joubert).
As always, there will be seasonal readings and plenty of
traditional carols for audience participation. Come along
and get into the festive spirit with this popular local choir!
Tickets for the concert, priced at £5, to include
refreshments and mince pies in the interval, are available
from Burway Books, John Thomas Florists, choir members
and at the door. A donation will be made to the Mayfair
Community Centre.
For further information about the More Singers and
their concerts, please contact Ann Etches on 01694 723266.
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Stretton Choral Society
Christmas Concert

C

hristmas will soon be upon us, but not before
Stretton Choral invite you to their ever popular
concert on Saturday 3rd December at 7.30pm in
Church Stretton School.
‘Christmas Sunrise’, a blend of old and new, will I’m
sure, create an interest just from the title.
Whilst the Vivaldi Gloria will be familiar to many, the
Sunrise Mass by Norwegian Ola Gjeilo will once again show
the range of the choir’s abilities with its thought provoking
and dramatic themes.
We will be welcoming back soloists Sarah Westwood,
local singer Kim Cleaton and Marcia Hall.
Carols for both choir and audience will form the second
half of what I’m sure will be a great evening and a joyful
start to Christmas.
Tickets can still be obtained from John Thomas (Florist)
and Burway Books or on the door.
Refreshments will be available.
Pam Cole (Hon Sec)
01694 723604

’Allo ’Allo,
Want To Act?

O

n behalf of the Stretton
Players I would like to
thank everyone who
came to watch us perform the comedy, Lord Arthur Savile’s
Crime, last month at the Silvester Horne Institute. It was
really very enjoyable to be involved in the process of putting
the play together and I hope that came across to you, the
audience.
Congratulations should particularly go to firsttimers Jacqui Guthrie and Had Davies for their spirited
performances, and to leading man Ben Christie for the
sheer feat of memorising the huge body of text that meant
he spent only a few minutes of the two-hour play off-stage.
Well done!
The group are already looking forward to their next
production in the spring, the stage version of the classic
1980s sitcom ’Allo ’Allo, which promises to be a lot of fun.
Although rehearsals won’t begin until March 2017 we are
already looking for additional actors, especially if you are a
female around 5ft tall, or a male over 6ft who gets a kick out
of saying “Good moaning!” in a funny accent.
No experience is necessary, just a willingness to have
fun with a group of people who don’t take themselves too
seriously. For further information please contact Simon
Cleaton on 07510 390981, email to strettonplayers@gmail.
com, or visit our website www.strettonplayers.wordpress.
com for a look at some colourful photographs of recent
productions.
John Aver
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Rotary Christmas Trees of
Light

National Trust Events

Christmas is a time for giving and
a time for remembering.
or over 15 years, the Rotary
Club of Church Stretton has
managed the Christmas tree in
The Square. This Tree of Light has
been an integral part of the town’s
decorations and has been eagerly
anticipated by the community.
Again this year, lights will festoon the Christmas
tree in The Square, Church Stretton, together with the
Community Tree sited at the Craven Arms Community
Centre. (The Craven Arms tree is in co-operation with the
Community Centre.)
This Christmas the Rotary Club of Church Stretton
invites you to share with them these TREES OF LIGHT.
The Tree of Light organised by The Rotary Club
of Church Stretton enables people to sponsor a light in
memory of a loved one, a special cause or someone living
far away, while helping the local charities of Hope House
Children’s Hospice, Midlands Air Ambulance and Severn
Hospice.
Why not be a part of the giving and remembering by
‘owning’ a light in memory of someone, or a cause dear to
your heart? We suggest a minimum gift of £5 per light. All
names are acknowledged, posted on the trees, and published
in the local press.
The switch-on of the Trees of Light and the Christmas
lights will be on Saturday 26th November in Church
Stretton and Friday 2nd December in Craven Arms.
To sponsor a light, complete a sponsor form that can
be collected from Wrights Estate Agents, Sandford Avenue,
Church Stretton; McCartney’s Estate Agents Corvedale
Road, Craven Arms; or the Craven Arms Community
Centre.
Sponsor forms can also be requested by email from
rotary.church.stretton@gmail.com.
Also on Christmas Eve in Church Stretton there will be
the customary Carols in the Square, as well as a blessing of
the Tree of Light and those remembered.
The Rotary Club of Church Stretton would like to
thank Bucknell Nurseries, Wrights Estate Agents (Church
Stretton), PCB Solicitors (Church Stretton), Plush Hill
Cycles (Church Stretton), Huws Gray (Leebotwood),
McCartneys Estate Agents (Craven Arms), the Craven Arms
Community Centre and many other individuals for their
generous support, without which the Trees of Light would
not be possible.

C
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Stars in Your Eyes
Dwarf planets: recent missions to Ceres
and Pluto
eres and Pluto were once thought to
be planets: what has changed? Why
has the New Horizons mission to Pluto so shocked
astronomers? What are the mysterious white spots on Ceres
seen by the Dawn mission? Answers will be revealed! Star
gazing also (weather permitting).
Saturday 3rd December, 8pm to 11pm
£10 per person, booking required on 01694 725001
Christmas activities
Joins us and make your own small Christmas tree out of
sticks and pine cones.
Sunday 4th December, 11am to 3pm
Drop-in event, last admission 2pm

T

he Singing For Fun
group is pleased
to announce it
has evolved into Stretton
Community Singers.
For the last couple
of years Singing For Fun
has been meeting weekly
in Church Stretton. We
work together to build confidence and learn how to blend
in harmony, singing a wide range of short pieces from world
music to classical, renaissance to pop…
We laugh at least as much as we sing: as a choral
director with 30 years’ experience behind me, I have
always believed singing can bring people together and be a
powerful aid for wellbeing.
The group currently has around 25 members and is at
the point where it is ready to move into the next phase of
its creative development: as a community choir, open to
all who love to sing or who have been denied a chance to
explore their voices in the past.
The ethos of the group will not change:
• New members are always welcome and there are no
auditions.
• Members pay weekly subs of £5.
• The choir is primarily for adults: younger people are
welcome by arrangement if they come along with a
family member.
• We are extremely supportive to under-confident singers
• The sessions include work on deepening breathing and
natural singing technique.
• We work towards occasional performances to share our
songs with our local community.
I am delighted that we are now working closely with the
Mayfair Centre, and the rehearsal sessions take place every
Thursday from 7-9pm in the Activity Room upstairs.
For further information please contact Kate Buttolph
(artistic director) on 01694 720 358/07974 382 989,
kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk.
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Methodist Voice
Love came down at Christmas
Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas
Stars and angels gave the sign.

Men’s Breakfast

Christina Rossetti

W

hen this edition of Stretton Focus appears we will
all be preparing for Christmas. Most of us are
looking forward to marking the winter solstice
with feasting and merriment, anticipating the promise of
better days ahead. Some of us will be apprehensive, and
many of us will be celebrating the birth of a baby who,
when he grew up, offered then and offers us today a new
way for a troubled, divided and suffering world.
A few weeks ago our grand-daughter was married,
and chose for a Bible reading some words from one of
Paul’s letters: ‘So then, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. And to all these
qualities, add love, which binds all things together in perfect
unity’. These are the principles by which Jesus, whose birth
we celebrate, lived his life. It is a challenging ideal (which we
Christians too often fail to live up to). Of course, they are
not exclusively Christian ideals, but that’s another debate.
This month we celebrate God’s gift of love to this world
of ours, a love which transcends creed and nationality and
race. ‘God is Love, and he, enfolding all the world in one
embrace with unfailing grasp, is holding every child of every
race’. Here is a God whose nature and name is love, a love
lived in the life and death of Jesus, who, in Charles Wesley’s
memorable phrase, ‘emptied himself of all but love’.
From the Methodist Church - we wish you all a lovely
Christmas.
David Jandrell

Know your local history…
Where Is It?
Answer on page 24
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Saturday 10th December
at 7.30am in Parish Centre
Guest Speaker: Keith Bell
‘From Butcher to Bus Driver to Evangelist’
All men, sons and nephews welcome.
Come enjoy a Full English Breakfast
and hear a Great Testimony!
Free Admission
Details from John Hughes on 01694 722582
or email jonhughes@uwclub.net

Letters
Library Location

T

here is much disquiet in Church
Stretton and surrounding countryside
about the future of the library.
While Town Councillors say they are
fully aware of the strength of feeling in the community for
keeping the library and its ancillary services in the heart of
the town, as shown by 84% of those who voted in the poll,
there is much misreading of the powers of the council to
act to save the library. Under the Localism Act, a town of
our size can act to take the library under its care, say with a
partner, such as the Charitable Incorporated Organisation
(as proposed by Church Stretton Library Support Group
Ltd.) Other towns in Shropshire have taken this course,
so why not Church Stretton? Well researched material has
been highlighted by the Library Support Group suggesting
the way forward. They are townsfolk who do appreciate
the legal technicalities of local government and urge the
C.S.T.C. to act under the Localism Act.
The library is housed in a fine Victorian building and
has been in public ownership since 1861 in the centre of
the town. It is now a thriving community resource, with
technology, popular art exhibitions, a meeting place and
Tourist Information Centre - much valued by visitors to our
town. This generation must not let this unique resource go.
Joy Nisbet

December 2016

Stretton Focus

URC Voice

W

atching the news and reading the
papers it seems to me that the
world is becoming more and more
polarised on a number of issues.
Take politics for example. The Trump/
Clinton confrontation was highly polarised. Obviously,
there were differences between the two candidates but they
were scathing about each other using vitriolic language
to express their personal revulsion. Of course they had
major conflicts but did they need to express themselves so
offensively?
Political polarisation is not limited to Trump and
Clinton. Pro and anti Corbyn factions were more outspoken
and nasty than usual and pro and anti Europe groups were
very polarised before that vote.
In society there is an increasing polarisation between
rich and poor, between haves and have-nots. In 1998 the
average pay of the Chief Executive of one of the top 100
UK companies was 47 times that of their staff. Today the
difference is 130 times. Our new Prime Minister has said
she will encourage a fairer society. It will be interesting to
see. In the meantime the rich get richer and the lot of the
poor improves more slowly.
In religious circles there is increased polarisation.
Among Christian churches there is little talk of ecumenism
and inter-faith activity is not high on the agenda. So there
is an increasing tendency to take up an extreme position in
opposition to an alternative view – polarisation.
Internationally there seems to be a danger of returning
to the kind of polarisation which characterised the Cold
War.
What do we do? We must work for reconciliation.

Desmond Tutu had to deal with an
extremely polarised situation in South Africa.
White South Africans who felt dispossessed
on the one hand and blacks who felt they
had an opportunity to correct a few decades
of ill-treatment on the other. He sought
reconciliation, or rather looked for truth
and reconciliation. Change can be slow and painful but
reconciliation is the only way. To face the truth and seek to
be reconciled to your enemy may result in rejection, failure
and disillusion but it is the only way.
On 8th May 1994 at a service of thanksgiving in South
Africa the following words were used:
“We are reconciled to the patience and persistence
that make peace; to the transparency and fairness that
make justice; to the forgiveness and restitution that bring
harmony; to the love and reconstruction which banish
poverty and discrimination; to the experience of knowing
one another that makes it possible to enjoy one another; to
the spiritual strength of the one God who made us of one
flesh and blood and loves us.”
Words still relevant 22 years later.
Howard Bridge

Mince Pies and Merriment
Friday 16th December 7.30pm, Little Stretton
Village Hall
Seasonal words and music, with festive refreshments
(Please bring your own wine)
Raffle to raise funds for the Women’s Refuge and the
Air Ambulance
Please book early as places are limited
Tickets (£7.50) call 724796

Trivia Corner No 157
by Ken Willis

1.

What is the day after the day before Christmas
day called?
2. In alphabetical order, which of Santa’s reindeer
comes first?
3. What has Golden Queen and Golden King
varieties: holly, ivy or mistletoe?
4. What was the Jewish name given to the Magi
(wise men) that means non Jewish?
5. On which day will Christmas Day fall in the year
2017?
6. Which toy company made the popular Christmas
present, Barbie and Ken dolls?
7. In the festive film Polar Express, what did the little
boy ask Santa for when offered a gift?
8. Who wrote the seasonal favourite White
Christmas?
9. Who had a button nose, coal for eyes and a corn
cob pipe?
10. Name the song ‘Our Fervent Hope Is That You
Thoroughly Enjoy Your Yuletide Season’.
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Book early for Scrappies’ upcoming
Children’s Christmas Craft Workshop:
Tuesday 20th December 2016
10:30am – 12:30pm
or
1:30pm – 3:30pm
7 years of age +
£3.50 per child
(£2 per child for Crafty Kids Club members)
If you would like to be part of our Team, we currently
have volunteering opportunities. We are looking for
a volunteer to work alternate Saturdays 12pm – 4pm.
For more information and a application form please
call us on: 01694 328508,
or email: info@scrappies.org
Look out for our upcoming Christmas craft items sale!!
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A Second Chance of Life Thanks to the NHS

ust two years ago I experienced a return of my kidney
condition (nephritis) which originally started some 40
years previously. After several treatments and extensive
consultations, the condition CKD (Chronic Kidney
Disease) got progressively worse and in the spring of 2016,
I was close to a kidney failure. After a minor operation to
have a fistula installed and then mature I went onto dialysis
towards the end of June 2016.
I am now so delighted to have experienced a vast
improvement in my general health and wellbeing. The
Nursing Team at the Dialysis Ward of Shrewsbury
Hospital are superb and all the staff, doctors, sisters,
nurses, and care assistants do work as a team for the
added care to the patients.
Although I and others should attend three times a
week for a four-hour session this depends on the medical
condition of each patient. There are always refreshments
and food provided during the three Shifts.
The staff are friendly and many humorous moments
are experienced along with the less fortunate incidents
that can occur during the nonstop full-on shift pattern.
It wasn’t until I went onto dialysis that I came to
realise how universally worldwide the availability of
treatment is, and if you arrange the holiday dialysis in
advance along with accommodation you do not have to
be restricted in your movement of travel.
You can gain more information from various
sources concerning the treatment of kidney conditions
and the National Kidney Federation (NKF) and other
organisations are proactive in their quest to help anyone in
need of assistance.

Church Stretton & Craven Arms
Safer Neighbourhood Team
PS 1396
Adrian Woolley
PCSO 6064
Lisa Thomas
PCSO 6417
David Baron
PCSO 40002 Julia St John-Martin
You can contact us in the following ways:
Emergency:
999
Non-emergency: 101
Email: csca.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
Website:
www.westmercia.police.uk
Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
Crime reported for Church Stretton Police Area
1st October 2016–31st October 2016
Theft of chainsaw
1 Crime
Send letter/communication/article
conveying a threatening message 3 Crimes
Attempt burglary dwelling
1 Crime
Burglary other than dwelling
2 Crimes
Attempt theft from shop
1 Crime
Theft from shop
1 Crime
Theft of charity box
1 Crime
Common assault
3 Crimes
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The most important lesson I have learned over the past
year is that there are always many people, young and old,
who are ‘worse off ’, who accept their disability and who
get on with life. The recent Olympics proved this in many
respects and showed what wonderful support is available to
everyone if generally asked for and then appreciated.
A Happy and Merry Christmas to One and All.
Tom Beaumont
Chairman, Stretton Focus

A typical dialysis unit

Making off without payment
Criminal damage to dwelling
Criminal damage to vehicle
Arson

2 Crimes
1 Crime
1 Crime
1 Crime

Now the darker evenings are here, take a few simple
steps to avoid becoming a victim of burglary:
*

Set a timer switch to turn your lights on when it
gets dark – unlit houses are a giveaway that no
one is at home.

*

Lock your doors, patios and downstairs
windows – even when you are in. Make sure
you double check them before you go to bed.

*

If you have a burglar alarm, make sure you set it
when you go out and also when you go to bed.

*

Don’t leave car keys, ID cards or valuables near
windows, doors or letterboxes, where burglars
can reach through to steal them.

*

Lock your garden gates and side entrances.
Don’t leave tools lying around in the garden
which could be used to break in to your home.
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Birdlife in Your Garden

ew residents of the Strettons will be unfamiliar
with the Chaffinch, the second commonest
breeding bird in the UK, our commonest finch
and a denizen of 78% of Shropshire’s gardens. Males
are pink on the breast and cheeks with a blue-grey
crown and nape and chestnut back. Female birds show
an olive-brown back with grey-brown underparts and
a greenish rump. Both sexes have white or off-white
double wing bars and white outer tail feathers, both
of which are very evident in flight. This intricatelypatterned plumage serves as camouflage when it
is feeding on the ground. In addition to gardens,
Chaffinches are found in woodlands, hedgerows, fields
and parks.
The nest (which is built by the hen) is an
elaborate deep cup of moss, grass and feathers, bound
by spiders’ webs, lined with feathers and wool, and
decorated with bark flakes, lichen and rootlets, usually
in the fork of a tree or bush. Typically, there are
four to five eggs laid in a single clutch each breeding
season. While Chaffinches primarily feed on seeds,
the female may add insects to her diet when tending
young and will also feed such prey to her chicks.
Chaffinch numbers in our gardens peak in winter,
being controlled in part by the abundance of beech
mast, a favourite food of this species. A poor crop will
result in higher populations in gardens and greater use
of supplementary foods. The resident UK breeding
population is doubled in winter by an influx of birds
from western Europe and the Scandinavian countries,
many of which will form large flocks in farmland
habitats. Interestingly, flocks in Ireland and the southwest of the UK may be overwhelmingly composed of
females because they tend to migrate further to the
west than males. For this reason, flocks of immigrants
in eastern England, the Netherlands, Germany and
Switzerland are primarily composed of males. It was
observation of the latter that led to the choice of
scientific name for this species – Fringilla coelebs –
meaning ‘bachelor finch’ in Latin.
You may see some Chaffinches at your feeders
with white warty growths on their feet and legs. This
is due to infection with the Fringilla papilloma virus;
it is also seen in the closely-related Brambling. This
condition frequently seems not to inconvenience the
birds although advanced cases may cause lameness
and can lead to secondary infections. It is not known
precisely how the disease is spread but it is believed
that the virus may be transmitted on surfaces. For this
reason, it is very important that you take measures to
keep your feeders and bird baths clean, especially if
you see infected birds.
John Arnfield
The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador for Garden BirdWatch (GBW) in southern Shropshire and is available to speak to local organisations on
GBW, as well as answering questions on garden birds
and feeding. If you are interested in joining GBW, please
contact John on (01694) 724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.
edu to give it a go!
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A male Chaffinch in breeding season finery. In winter, the plumage
loses some of its brightness and the bill turns from blue-grey to pale grey.
(Photo: Tommy Holden, BTO Library)

The female is responsible for nest construction, incubation and care of
the young in the nest although both birds will feed chicks after fledging.
(Photo: Derek Belsey & Cliff Reddick, BTO Library)

T

he South Shropshire local group of
the RSPB has a programme of talks
and walks throughout 2016. Talks
(including refreshments) are £1.50 to local
group members and £4 to visitors, under
18s half price. Walks are free.
Coming up:
13th December – ‘Entrances and Exits – Shropshire
mammals’ an illustrated talk by John Mackintosh
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall.
Enquiries: Carol Wood 07807 068304
17th December – Wildlife walk at The Christopher
Cadbury Wetland Reserve, Upton Warren
(Worcestershire Wildlife Trust)
10.00am Meet at the car park (SO 936677) Lunch in
cafe.
Leader: Trevor Halsey 07940 959303
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
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O

nce again we have Church Stretton School Student Journalists writing
for Focus. This time, three students were selected and will have their
articles published in subsequent issues.

School occupies
the majority of my
life, but I prefer to
spend time with
my friends and
family. ‘Family’
includes my
dog, who I love
spending time
with, whether
walking up
Hazler or playing
catch in the
garden. In school I enjoy English and Spanish
the most, but luckily I don’t hate any aspect of
school. Ultimately I have no idea what I want
from the future; journalism is where I could be
headed, but who knows just yet?

Christmas in Stretton

Over the course
of my 15 years
on this planet,
I have had the
pleasure of living
in three countries.
I was born in
the city of Basel,
Switzerland and
lived there for
eight years. I then
spent three years
over in South
Carolina, in the United States. I have always
been interested in politics, aviation and
writing, thus I intend to pursue a career as a
commercial pilot, or politician.

America v England

Currently I
am studying
for my GCSEs,
of which my
favourite
subjects are
Drama, Triple
Science and
English. All of
which I hope
to continue
studying
at A level.
In addition, I enjoy taking part in school
productions and playing rugby. My favourite
thing to do is travel. This year I was lucky
enough to travel to Slovenia, Andorra, Croatia
and Italy. As well as working part time as a
waitress, I am interested in music, film, theatre
and comedy.
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I

’m not naive. I do understand that even the most kind-hearted person can
find aspects of Christmas stressful. But as far as I’m concerned, nothing
quite beats the magic of Christmas.
December the 1st will always be the beginning of Christmas, no matter
how early the shops decide to stack their shelves with festive fayre. I realise
that this holiday isn’t for everyone, but for me, the excitement that starts as
soon as December arrives, signals the most looked-forward-to holiday of the
entire year.
This excitement is created through the riot of iconic features that,
collectively, we have come to recognise as Christmas: the lights that go up
along Sandford Avenue and the High Street; the arrival of the tree in the
Market Square and the early visit from Santa Claus; these are all things that
help to build the anticipation of Christmas and make my home town special.
It’s a time when people are more open to embrace the idea of belonging to
a community and join in the festivities which grow alongside the advent,
culminating on the 24th of December where, in the square, we come
together to sing and celebrate.
Some people believe that the sparkle of Christmas has been tarnished
by the relentless commercialism which invades the Christmas holiday.
It’s true that Christmas isn’t about Rudolf and Santa Claus – as far as I’m

O

f course, both countries have their advantages. Here in England, I
feel we are much more accepting of diversity, humour, culture and
creativity, whereas in the States, they are much better at cooking
burgers and deep frying chicken.
I’m not going to lie though. I had a great time living over there. They
let me fly a Cessna at the age of eight, swim in a marsh which was probably
full of alligators, and float around in the Atlantic; pretty cool I think. More
importantly however, I made great friends, met some brilliant people, and rode
on a big, yellow school bus every day. You could say that I lived the American
dream for a few years, and I’d agree with you. But what were the drawbacks?
Well, firstly, I lived in the South, which is deeply religious. It appeared as
though everyone believed in the talking snakes and magic apples, and because
I didn’t, I was somehow strange and destined for the underworld. As a result of
their indoctrination, I, and one other rational thinking child, were cornered in
the playground and slated for our beliefs. So much for ‘Love thy neighbour’.
Secondly, anyone who’s been to, or heard about the southern states,
will know about its political status. It is deeply Republican. Names such as

Reminiscent Adolescent

T

here was a time when parents and their children, when it came to
fashion and music, had nothing in common. But things seem to be
changing. Now, the fashion and music of the different generations
seems to be colliding. Now, when the older generation are walking down
the street, they may have to do a double-take, glancing back to see a young
person in a pair of vibrant red flares and thinking to themselves, ‘I thought
we’d got rid of them in the 70s’. Little do they know, that a new trend
amongst young people for vintage clothing has resurrected many longforgotten fashions and now seventies flares and eighties bomber jackets are
just as likely to be worn by today’s young people as modern High Street
brands such as Topshop or Calvin Klein.
At some stage in the past, this period clothing was packed in boxes
and shoved up lofts, dumped in charity shops or just pushed to the back
of cupboards. But now, the trend for vintage clothing has revived these
outfits. Teens are delving into their lofts in search of an oversized jumper and
rummaging around in the back of their parents’ cupboards looking for an old
pair of high-waisted jeans. Charity shops that used to be frowned upon by trendy
teens, are now being seen as gold mines of vintage clothing and accessories.
And this isn’t just happening to clothes – the record collections of
parents are also being uncovered by these young, inquisitive archaeologists of
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Student Journalists

R

eaders: What are your reactions to these articles?
Why not share them with other readers?
Email to editor@strettonfocus.org.uk

aware, Baby Jesus was visited by three wise men and various
shepherds, none of whom were sporting a large beard nor were
they dressed in a bright red suit, with a flying sleigh to guide
their way – and, whilst I recognise that there were certain
animals present, I believe it is safe to say that none of their
noses glowed. Yet these figures have become the symbols of
Christmas that grace the glossy cards we send each year.
The stress of financial pressures can put huge strains on
families. Worryingly, Christmas is a time that encourages
people into debt. The idea that a parent would choose to run
up a colossal credit card debt to purchase the latest Apple
watch or Play Station, rather than disappoint their child,
is frightening. More frightening still is that people are paid
thousands of pounds to work out how to encourage people to
part with their hard earned wages: gone are the days when the
thrill of opening an advent calendar was satisfied by a badly
drawn bauble or a star; nowadays each day brings forth no less
than a designer nail varnish!
It’s true that Christmas, however exciting for us kids, can
be taxing for parents and send blood pressure through the roof.
Yet reflecting on the ghosts of Christmas past, what we really

remember about Christmases gone by are not how much was
spent but on the time which was spent together, as a family, as
a community. The best memories of Christmas are not ranked
by the price tag of the gift; they are memories that we carry
with us beyond this year’s or last year’s trends… walking down
Sandford Avenue in the snow with friends to sing carols in the
square; waking up to find you’ve woken up earlier than your
sister and can have the pleasure of jumping on her bed before
charging into your parents’ room. Your mum, having bought
a fresh turkey, in the morning finds it frozen – (the fridge has
a mind of its own), and Grandma’s frozen Christmas pudding
turns out to actually be a summer pudding, which now has
become a family tradition.
Perhaps, on reflection, I am a little naive. I love
Christmas. The run up to Christmas and the day itself is my
favourite time of the year. I would be lying if I said that all
I wanted was a satsuma, a walnut and a Christmas cracker.
But what I really love about Christmas is what it reminds
me about the place where I live and the people I know.
Christmas. Because we’re worth it.
Leah Davis

‘Obama’ and ‘Clinton’ are abhorred, but ‘Trump’ and ‘Bush’
are admired.
For some reason, they see no issue with banning Muslims,
deporting Mexicans, building a massive wall, or being the most
obese nation on Earth. They do however, see an issue with
national healthcare, gun control and clean energy.
All in all, South Carolina was a little backward; but the
things that will forever stick in my mind are great weather,
stunning scenery and friendly people.
So how does it compare to life over here? Well, when I
waved goodbye to the States, I left the world of 30 degrees
behind. Drizzle and chilling gusts would soon become the
norm. No more tropical storms, thrilling thunderstorms or
dizzying heat waves.
But, on the bright side, there are far more ‘open-minded’
people here – by that I mean, far fewer religious zealots, or
trigger-happy police, which was certainly a welcomed change. It’s

also nice to be accepted as an atheist, rather than hung, drawn
and quartered for my beliefs. We know how to laugh at ourselves,
cook food that instead of containing cow, contains horse, and
accept those who are different. Crucial skills in my mind.
When it comes down to the little things though, we fall
slightly short of the mark. For instance, why do we have a
desperate need to apologize after anything and everything we
do, and what is our obsession with tea?
But on a serious note, we are simply abysmal at
maintaining our infrastructure, potholes are littered across the
country, and our multi-story car-parks could do with some
T.L.C. Furthermore, we are obsessed with high hedges in our
lanes, which, may look beautiful, but is less helpful when it
comes down to visibility. But despite all our issues, I think
we still have the best sense of humour around, which is great,
because we’re going to need it for some forth-coming political
relationship issues.				Jack Cole

fashion. Yes, those vinyl discs, once seen as old and out-dated
technology are being re-discovered. Instead of using online
music stores such as Spotify or Apple music, young people are
opting for old-fashioned record players and old school vinyl.
As well as the technology, the actual music itself has also
been unveiled and adopted. Teenagers are now digging into their
parents’ ageing record collections to discover ancient musical
gems from the past. There was a time when a young person
rebelled against the music of their parents but now young people
are constantly hearing ‘this was around back when I was young’
or ‘I remember dancing to this decades ago.’ Artists like The
Smiths, The Doors and David Bowie are now just as popular
with the younger generation as they are with their parents.
However, teens are not just borrowing music or looking
at old pictures of bands and copying their outfits. They are
rummaging through rails and piles of clothing to find individual,
unique items and mixing and matching them to create a
completely new outfit. These modern shoppers are becoming like
artists, carefully selecting from the palettes of decades, blending
together materials from different eras to create new, original

outfits. This borrowing, allows teens to express themselves but
also the history of the clothes adds a greater significance. They
aren’t just wearing generic hoodies anymore. Their outfit has a
story. This story is a story that has been passed down through
generations and maybe it is a story which creates a connection
between the young people and previous generations.
So, when someone from the older generation walks down
the street today they might no longer see a herd of Topshop
mannequins but instead a group of young people in diverse
and interesting outfits that reflect their character within. Yes, at
first they might see that pair of red flares reminiscent of their
own time in the sixties but then as their eyes drift up they are
surprised to see it paired with a denim jacket from the eighties
and a pair of aviator sunglasses from the nineties.
Perhaps things haven’t changed that much. Children are
being different to their parents. Okay they might be borrowing
from the past but they are borrowing to become unique. They
are not copying: they are creating; creating a new mixture of
styles and tastes for our modern mass-produced world.
Eva Basnett
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Services ‘At Risk of Closure’ in
Church Stretton
hroughout November
Councillors received a high
volume of letters, emails and
messages from local people concerned
about the future of the library service
in the town. It is up to individual
councillors to choose how to respond
and we do not place any constraints on
Councillors in this regard.
Quite a lot of the letters revealed
that people might have misunderstood
some of the wider context to the
At Risk Services issue, and we have
therefore prepared a detailed set of
‘Frequently Asked Questions’ which
can be viewed on the Town Council
website www.churchstretton-tc.gov.
uk under the ‘Services at Risk –
Community Consultation’ red banner
– you can’t miss it!
A lot of discussion in the town has
become polarised around the library and
its future location. This is, of course,
only part of the issue, as Shropshire
Council’s current plan is to cease
funding the library completely with
effect from 2019. Reduced funding will
be available in 2017 and 2018.
In addition to the library, the future
of community use of the swimming
pool and Leisure Centre is very much
at risk. The recommendation from
Shropshire Council’s draft ‘Sport
Facilities Strategy’ is that the swimming
pool should close and that alternative
funding be found for community use of
the Leisure Centre. Shropshire Council
has deferred a planned reduction in
its management fee to the current
management organisation i.e. Teme
Leisure. Already, that organisation
has lost a core grant for running the
pool, and is currently subsidising the
service from its business reserves. The
pool itself requires considerable capital
investment to bring it up to standard.
This is undoubtedly the most complex
and challenging issue to face the town
over the coming months, and the ‘At
Risk Services’ Working Group is in
contact with all the interested parties,
including the newly-formed Stretton
Pool Action Group, in order to seek an
acceptable outcome.
The Visitor Information Service
for the town is very much at risk. The
dedicated and staffed service within
the library building no longer exists,

T
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and the previous funding on offer for
alternative provision from Shropshire
Council is no longer available. The
existing staff team at the library have
integrated part of the former Visitor
Information offer into the main library
setting, in order to provide some level
of service for visitors to the town,
during the library’s reduced opening
hours. However, as a town reliant on
attracting tourist income, the future
resourcing of this service must also
be considered alongside other more
obvious at risk services.
There are other services that are
currently provided by Shropshire
Council, which may fall into the
category of ‘at risk’ further down the
line. These would include:
 approximately one third of
the town’s street lights, which are the
responsibility of Shropshire Council.
 the Preventative Grant
funding which provides for some of
Mayfair’s core services to the town,
including the Ring and Ride scheme.
 Shropshire Council currently
provides for street cleaning; waste
bin emptying on amenity sites, verge
maintenance and grass cutting in and
around the town. We anticipate likely
reductions in specification to verge
cutting, street cleaning, and waste bin
emptying at the end of the current
Ringway contract in 2017/18 financial
year. If we wish to maintain the high
standards of street cleaning, we would
have to consider providing additional
financial resources to Shropshire
Council for a higher specification,
or consider taking these services
on ourselves with all the financial
implications that would follow.
 cuts are pending in a number
of voluntary support agencies working
in the town, such as Citizens Advice
Bureau and Age UK, which could
impact on the level of health and social
care support in the town.
 a knock-on effect from the
reduction in resources for youth work
in the County that would hit those
agencies like south Shropshire Youth
Forum that rely on small grants to
carry out their work. All direct grant
funding for youth services in this area
stopped this year, so are now reliant on
funding from the Town Council and
surrounding parish councils.
This is not an exhaustive list,

but, hopefully, demonstrates that
councillors cannot just consider
individual services they might be
lobbied about in isolation, but have to
consider a much wider context.
A town councillor’s role involves
considering what is in the long
term benefit of the town and its
residents, and what is affordable
and sustainable within the financial
and community resources available
in the town. This will involve some
very difficult decisions in the months
ahead. Councillors are committed to
communicating more effectively with
local residents, and we will be working
to improve the ways we do this over
the coming months.
Events and Festivals Fund
Don’t forget that the Town Council
does have an Events and Festivals Fund
which you can apply to for a small seed
corn grant if you are planning a new
festival event in the town, or want to
grow an existing event. The guidelines
and application form can be found on
the Town Council website at http://
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/yourcouncil/what-we-do/. Applications can
be made at any time but are considered
by the Economic Development
Committee when it meets.
The next two meeting dates are:
- 24th January 2017
- 14th March 2017
Applications should be received at
least one week before the meeting date.
Christmas Holiday Closure
Please note that the Council
offices will be closed from 1pm on
Friday 23rd December, re-opening on
Tuesday 3rd January 2017 at 10am.
Marian Giles, Town Clerk
Cllr Mike Walker, Mayor,
Church Stretton Town Council
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Catholic Voice
The Signs of the Times
recent saint of our church was Pope
John Paul 11. He was a loving
person who said we should look
for the signs of the times and notice what
is going on around us.
On holiday in a tiny village in the Tyrol stood a
magnificent church. It was very beautiful, very ornate
in a Baroque style. Personally until now I had always
disliked this opulence but the church reflected its
past history and was also up to date in its modern
day devotion. This was represented by a large picture
of Jesus as the Divine Mercy. This devotion was
encouraged by Pope John Paul. All the statues in the
church were very beautiful but they were all facing
upwards towards the ceiling and further looking up
towards Heaven. In the centre of the ceiling was an
image of Mary with the child Jesus on her lap. The
church was trying to say our gaze in life should look
towards God. At eye level was the Tabernacle where the
Eucharist is kept for Holy Communion. Jesus is with
us to lead us on in life towards Heaven.
Why in such a small village was there such a
magnificent church? The people would have been poor
farmers who had drab ordinary lives. The few coins
contributed to the church week by week moved them
out of ordinariness and gave the people a glimpse of
the Glory of Heaven. Our buildings are sacred places.
A church is holy ground. We come here to glimpse
the glory of God. It is a good place to be. We respect
this House of God. The people who come to church
lift their hearts and minds to worship God. It is good
to catch a glimpse of Heaven. Look at the signs of
the times, we live in a beautiful place. But we are
here for a purpose: to praise God and serve him. Our
destiny is far better than here on Earth. We are all
here for a purpose, to make the world a better place.
It begins with us. What are we going to do with our
lives? Let us thank God for his goodness and show
love towards others in our world. Ask him to show
you your purpose by being you, where you are, day by
day. Ask him to forgive your faults and help you to be
the person you were destined to be. Pope Francis said
recently that God’s mercy can revive even the driest
ground and called for people to be merciful, kind and
compassionate to others. He called for this year to be a
special Year of Mercy in the church and encouraged the
entire world to re-engage with God.
C Lane

SHI Events: Bowjangles

A

30

Silvester Horne Institute, Friday 16th December at
7.30pm
owjangles are a string quartet who can really
play. They dance while they play. They sing
while they play. They leap, tumble, juggle and
joke while they play. And now they are a string quartet
with bells on!
‘Bowjangles’ Christmas Carol’ begins loosely based
on the favourite Dickens book A Christmas Carol.
However, if you have ever seen any of Bowjangles’
previous shows, such as ‘On The Box!’ which they
performed here after the Edinburgh Festival September
2014, you will know that nothing stays quite as it
seems in the hands of this unusual group of clever
musicians.
What you CAN expect is a festive frenzy of
Christmas music, song and dance all presented in
Bowjangles’ unique and inimitable way. Comedy,
huge amounts of energy and surprises galore make this
family Christmas show one not to be missed.
You may remember that superb show here in 2014,
and we have been fortunate to get them to come again
with this different and very talented show. We have
already had a strong demand for tickets even though I
am writing this in October!
Quite simply one of the most talented, entertaining
groups I have ever seen. They are musical, funny and
brilliant. What a night! (promoter on Bowjangles)
Tickets: Adult £12, Child £6 or Family £30 are
available from Burway Books, John Thomas Florist, or
Church Stretton Council Office. For more information
please phone 01694 720132.
Mike Walker

B
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Shropshire Hills Art Week 2017

A

rtist recruitment for this event is open
NOW. The Shropshire Hills Art Week will
run from 3rd-11th June 2017 throughout
the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, and in the towns around.
Why not join our enthusiastic artists and open
your studio or join a group show? Our artists sold
over £30,000 of art last year, and we have around
80% artist retention rate, which shows they are
happy. We particularly encourage works inspired by
landscape and wildlife, to showcase this stunning
area, but anything goes!
Contact Jules McRobbie 0773 638 1287,
or visit www.ShropshireHillsArtWeek.co.uk,
or email jules@shropshirehillsartweek.co.uk
Artist: Steven Keating

Jules McRobbie, Hay Warren

Library Art
Exhibition

C

oming next month – a
solo exhibition by artist
Jacob Chandler at
Church Stretton Library, from
Tuesday 20th January until
Friday 17th February 2017.
Jacob won the prestigious open
competition held by the Royal
Birmingham Society of Artists in
2016, and his beautiful artwork
has been exhibited in New York,
London and Philadelphia.
For more information
please contact Church Stretton
Library on 01694 722535 or
email churchstretton.library@
shropshire.gov.uk

Chris Williams, Buttercups
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Flicks in
Laura Jesson accidentally meets Dr Alex Harvey at a railway
station. As their acquaintance grows, so does their attraction
to each other, despite both being married. On the brink
of an affair and desperately in love, the two must make a
choice that may part them forever. Starring Celia Johnson,
Trevor Howard, Stanley Holloway, Joyce Carey and Cyril
Raymond.
Acton Scott
Acton Scott Village Hall, Tuesday 20th
December, 7.30pm: Eddie the Eagle (PG).
Admission £4 adults; £2 students.

Church Stretton
Church Stretton School, Monday 5th September,
7.30pm: The Big Short (15). 130 mins.
Admission £4 adult; £2 junior.

The story of the childhood dream of Eddie Edwards and his
unflinching determination to become Britain’s first Olympic
Ski Jumper. Eddie is unwavering in his quest to reach
the 1988 Calgary Winter Olympic Games. An uplifting,
inspirational story that celebrates the human spirit, passion
and one man’s refusal to accept defeat.
Ample parking at the Village Hall. Level Access.
Refreshments available.
All Stretton
All Stretton Village Hall, Tuesday 6th December, 8pm:
Brief Encounter (PG). Admission £4.

This is the true story of a handful of investors who bet
against the US mortgage market in 2006-7. Through
research they discovered that the US mortgage-backed
securities market was a bubble about to burst, and they
invested accordingly. What they didn’t initially know was
how structurally flawed the MBS system was, the level of
corruption in the market – and what the impact would be
on the average person when the bubble burst (eight million
people lost their jobs and their homes in the financial
crash). Starring Ryan Gosling, Christian Bale and Brad Pitt,
The Big Short is based on the book by journalist Michael
Lewis, writer of Moneyball, Liar’s Poker and Flash Boys,
among others.
Ample parking. Refreshments. Enquiries 01694 724330.

34

December 2016

Stretton Focus

the Sticks
Hope Bowdler
Hope Bowdler Village Hall, Wednesday 14th December,
7.30pm: My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2 (12A).
Admission £4.

The Greek family, several years down the line, are grappling
with relationships, ageing parents and a rebellious teenage
daughter who questions Greek traditions. When a shocking
family secret comes to light, the family are forced to work
together and the outcome is an even bigger wedding than
before.
Mulled wine and mincepies will be served and a Christmas
raffle will be held. Christmas starts here!

Loosely based on a story by E.T.A. Hoffmann, the ballet
opens with the Christmas festivities of little Clara and
her family and progresses through a sequence of dreams
and enchantments that take Clara on a magical journey
to the Land of Snow and the Kingdom of the Sweets.
Peter Wright’s enchanting production with its wondrously
growing Christmas tree and a rousing battle between the
villainous Mouse King and an army of toy soldiers, mines
the colour of Tchaikovsky’s score, retaining exquisite
surviving fragments of the original Ivanov choreography,
including the beautiful pas de deux for the Sugar Plum Fairy
and her Cavalier.
Ample parking. Refreshments. Book your pre-theatre
meals in The Place: a fantastic Christmas meal prepared by
our award-winning chef, consisting of two courses, wine or
soft drink, coffee and chocolates, all for £13.50. Pre-booking
essential. Enquiries and meal bookings: 01694 722209
Church Stretton School, Thursday 15th December,
7.00pm. National Theatre Live satellite transmission of No
Man’s Land, by Harold Pinter. Admission £11; £5 junior.

Live Relays at Church Stretton
Church Stretton School, Thursday 8th December,
7.15pm: Royal Opera House Live satellite transmission
of The Royal Ballet in The Nutcracker.
Admission £11 adult; £5 junior.

The Royal Ballet celebrates Peter Wright’s 90th birthday with
his much-loved production of this beautiful classical ballet.
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Following their hit run on Broadway, Ian McKellen and
Patrick Stewart return to the West End stage in Harold
Pinter’s No Man’s Land, broadcast live to cinemas from
Wyndham’s Theatre, London. The production has been
hailed ‘a true masterpiece’ by the Telegraph and a ‘landmark
production’ by the Times.
One summer’s evening, two ageing writers, Hirst and
Spooner, meet in a Hampstead pub and continue their
drinking into the night at Hirst’s stately house nearby. As
the pair become increasingly inebriated, and their stories
increasingly unbelievable, the lively conversation turns
into a revealing power game, further complicated by the
return home of two sinister younger men. Also starring
Owen Teale and Damien Molony, this production is an
unmissable, glorious revival of Pinter’s comic classic. The
broadcast will be followed by an exclusive question and
answer session with the cast and director, Sean Mathias.
Ample parking. Refreshments. Enquiries: 01694 722209
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Virginia Moffatt comes to Burway Books

or Oxford-based author Virginia Moffatt, Church
gestation and the process of crowdfunding, which for any
Stretton is very much a second home. Her sister and
ambitious author is a superb way of gaining recognition and
brother-in-law live here, and her novel, Echo Hall,
preparing work for publication.
is suffused with the landscapes of the Long Mynd and the
Welsh Border Country in general. One scene is inspired by
What is Crowdfunding?
Essentially, this involves pitching your idea to a publisher
a walk in Rectory Wood, with mud featuring to a significant
extent, and the moody variety of the Shropshire countryside online, and then when work is accepted, seeking pledges
from the public who, attracted by a book’s promise and an
provides a colourful backdrop to this dark, neo-Gothic
extract, donate money to ensure that the book is completed
tale of three women affected by the wars of the twentieth
and published. A total is set for the cost of publication, and
century, and their connections with the Flint family,
once that total is reached, publication occurs, with rewards
mysterious owners of the equally mysterious Echo Hall.
for those who have made pledges, at the very least with
Virginia has always been a writer, and her short stories
their name printed in the book, or at the most treated, say,
have appeared in several online journals and anthologies.
to a personal literary tour
Her collection of flash
of Oxford, or being given a
fiction, Rapture and What
bespoke story by the author
Comes After, was published
– depending of course on
in 2014. She is currently
how much they have pledged!
working on a second
Echo Hall is, at the time of
collection, At Your Behest,
writing this article, nearly
developed from prompts
half way to its funding target
from customers when she
for publication.
was writer in residence at the
Virginia also writes
Albion Beatnik Bookshop
non-fiction, having had
in June 2016. Echo Hall is
articles in The Guardian and
her first novel. Longlisted
The Church Times. She is
for the 2015 Bridport First
a regular contributor to the
Novel Prize and Retreats
Ekklesia website and Peace
West Opening Chapter
News. In 2016 her essay The
Competition 2015, it was
Rise of the Death Eaters: how
accepted by crowdfunding
Neoliberalism has corrupted
publisher Unbound in
Virginia shows her listeners the drafts of Echo Hall. Public Life was shortlisted for the New
January 2016, and is something of
Photo: Hilary Jones
Statesman/Virago Inaugral Award for
a magnum opus, having been more
Politics and Economics.
than ten years in the writing. It is a complex, multi-layered
You can read the extract from Echo Hall (with or
and above all gripping mystery about the way war devastates
without a funding pledge!), and hear Virginia taking about
families, and the difficulty we have in learning lessons from
her novel, at https://unbound.com/books/echo-hall
the experience of conflict in all its guises. In her visit to
Graham Ogdon
Burway Books, Virginia spoke at length about the book, its

Judy at Barbara’s
Judy in the Frame for Christmas Show

S

outh Shropshire artist Judy Osborne was
happy to be ‘framed’, as she prepared for
a pre-Christmas exhibition at a Church
Stretton venue in December.
The All Stretton artist (pictured left) will
show a selection of watercolours, oils, acrylics
and mixed media, as well as cards and gifts,
at Barbara’s picture framing business in the
town’s Beaumont Road from 10am to 4pm
from Friday 9th December to Saturday 17th
December, Sundays excepted - with a donation
from sales going to Shropshire’s Hope House
Children’s Hospice.
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An Unsung Local Hero

hilst the majority of this year’s military
commemorations have been centred around the
centenary of the Battle of The Somme, it should
not be forgotten that 2016 also marked the 75th anniversary
of one of the Royal Navy’s greatest disasters – the sinking
of HMS Hood on 24th May 1941. It is little known that
among those who lost their lives in the Hood disaster was a
local man, 26-year-old Engineer Lieutenant Richard Dale,
whose home was at Felhampton Court, 4 miles south of
Church Stretton. He was a young man fated to be born on
the eve of one World War and destined to die in another.
Richard Hugh Dale and his twin sister, Barbara Mary,
were born at
Felhampton
Court on 27th
July 1914 – just
one week before
Britain declared
war on Germany
and entered the
First World War.
Richard’s parents,
James and Barbara,
were both farmers
but with the first
four years of his life
played out against
the background
of the Great War, it’s little wonder that Richard’s path
eventually led him towards a military career.
After leaving school in 1932, he spent a year working
for the electrical engineering firm, Metropolitan Vickers,
before attending Cambridge University, where he specialised
in Mechanical Sciences. He entered the Royal Navy on 6th
September 1937 and after training at the shore-based HMS
Victory, he joined the cruiser HMS London in March 1939.
In September of that year, at the start of the Second World
War, Richard transferred to the cruiser HMS Edinburgh.

Church Stretton Library
Reading Group
This book group meets in Church Stretton Library,
Church Street, on the first Wednesday of every month,
2 - 3pm. (Next meeting 7th December.)
We have a jolly time AND we discuss the book that
we’ve had for the month before the meeting. We pay
only about £5 each annually; for this we enjoy the
library as our meeting place and use the large county
library list of books available to reading groups.
We are friendly and informal. There are no hard and fast
rules. You’d be very welcome!
Contact Felicity Thomas (724657)
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A year later, in September 1940, he made his fateful
transfer to the battlecruiser HMS Hood.
Eight months later, on 24th May 1941, HMS Hood and
the battleship HMS Prince of Wales went into battle against
the German battleship Bismarck and the heavy cruiser
Prince Eugen in the Denmark Strait between Greenland and
Iceland. The two German ships were attempting to break
out into the north Atlantic to attack the supply convoys
upon which the British war effort depended.
At 6.00am, ten minutes after the battle commenced,
a shell from Bismarck burst through Hood’s deck, plunged
deep into the ship and detonated in one of her magazines.
Hood disappeared in a fireball that reached 300 yards
into the sky. When the smoke cleared, all that was left of
Hood was a field of debris and burning fuel oil. She had
simply been blown to pieces. Only three survivors were
subsequently recovered. The rest of her crew of 1,419 men
perished, including Richard Hugh Dale of Felhampton
Court.

Richard Dale is commemorated on the Portsmouth
Naval Memorial and in the Hood Chapel, Church of St.
John the Baptist, Boldre, Hampshire.
Chris Whitehouse
Church Stretton Area Local History Group

Country Market
Have you been inspired by the Great British Bake Off?
If so come and join the producers at the country market,
held in the Mayfair Centre every Friday from 8.30am
until 12 noon.
Are you at home and would like an income from doing
something you enjoy? Please call Caroline on 07738
359404, Anne on 01694 722970, or Ann on 07789
143057.
We are a friendly bunch and have a great deal of local
support in the town.
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United Nations Association
Shropshire Branch (Church Stretton)
www.unashropshire.org.uk

I

think it would be fair to say
that the past few months have
been challenging for those of us
involved in encouraging relationships across difference,
strengthening communities and offering hope. Yet in the
midst of geopolitical uncertainty, there continue to be
heartening stories of positive action at a local level. The
existing relationships between different races, cultures and
faiths in communities around the country are proving to
be an asset in developing initiatives such as the ‘Love Your
Neighbour’ campaign in Birmingham and elsewhere. In
Stretton, we took an initiative to combine the remembering
of UN Day – 24th October, the date that the UN Charter

was actually signed – with the World Development
Movement’s One World Week. The date was 26th October
when some 75 people gathered from around the county
to celebrate a wonderfully diverse world and to renew our
spirit to go on working and hoping for a world in peace.
There were songs from around the world, Scottish
dancing, poems and readings from different sources around
peace. An Imam gave a poem from Islamic tradition; and
we ended together an ancient circle dance, which was both
calming and affirming. This happened around a sharing
of foods from around the world as represented in Church
Stretton, the food being provided by six of our local
restaurants. It was both an enjoyable experience and full
of challenge. Always in our heads is awareness of a deeply
divided world and the women and children of Syria in
particular.
To complete the week, some people stood in a silent
vigil in the centre of Church Stretton for Syria, and letters
have gone to the UNA in London and the UN, calling
for a redoubling of the best diplomatic energies to bring a
cessation of the killing of the people of Aleppo and to be
much more generous in our hospitality to Refugees.
We, the peoples, are all connected and affected by
the conflict and pain of the brutality in Syria. Our voices
together do matter to the victims and sustaining their sound
can change the world.
We want to express our gratitude to all who took part
and the generous response of our local restaurants who all
contributed to connecting us with a wider world.
Noel Beattie
01694 725530

Fizz and Nibbles
in Easthope
Friday 9th December at 8pm
Join us for fizz and nibbles (and 70s
music on vinyl) at Stillwell’s at Cottage
Farm, Easthope. This is the lovely venue
we used for tea and cake in July (Hadyn
Esp’s new Pavilion).
Tickets £5 from Hadyn 01746
785564, Judith 785250 or Marilyn
785425
In aid of Easthope Church and the
Air Ambulance
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Amnesty International

Shropshire Mind

Church Stretton Saturday 3rd December 10
– 12 at URC Hall

Support group in Church Stretton

nce again we are holding our annual letter-writing
campaign, Write for Rights. Local residents are
encouraged to drop in and write a letter or send
a card of support and encouragement to men and women
around the world whose human rights and freedoms have
been denied. Join us for refreshments and to write some
cards – all details and friendly guidance provided.
Write for Rights goes back to the roots of Amnesty,
which began campaigning with supporters writing letters of
support to those affected by human rights abuses, as well as
letters of concern to governments globally.
Amnesty International Church Stretton spokesperson,
Liz Knowles said: “Since its inception, Amnesty’s Write
for Rights has been phenomenally successful. People
who were unfairly imprisoned have been freed; human
rights defenders who have been threatened and harassed
by authorities have been able to live freely without
intimidation, and forced evictions have been halted.
Sending a message of support to those whose rights are
being abused and also to the authorities on that person’s
behalf is so powerful. It shows the authorities that that
individual is not alone and that all over the world thousands
of people are standing up with them, and for them. We
encourage everyone to get involved. This is likely to be one
of the most important letters you’ll ever write. Someone’s
life could depend on it.”
Year after year Amnesty sees successes as a result of its
letter-writing campaign. In 2015 thousands of people across
the globe wrote messages of support for Albert Woodfox
– the longest-serving isolated prisoner in the USA. Albert
had spent 43 years in solitary confinement. In February this
year, Albert was finally freed.
People featured in this year’s campaign include Fomoseh
Ivo Feh, a young man in Cameroon, who faces 20 years in
prison for forwarding a sarcastic text message, and Máxima
Acuña, a subsistence farmer in Peru, who is standing up to
intimidation and threats of forced eviction.
Also featured is a photojournalist in Egypt called
Shawkan, who was beaten, arrested and has been held
without trial for three years for taking photos at a
demonstration in Cairo, and British-Iranian charity worker
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, arrested in April this year at
Tehran airport as she was about to board a return flight to
London with her 22-month-old daughter Gabriella. She has
reportedly been sentenced to five years in jail on unspecified
‘national security charges’ after a short trial.
Please come along on Saturday 3rd December 10-12am
at URC Church Hall, High Street, Church Stretton.
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hropshire Mind is an independent local mental health
charity. It runs a support group in Church Stretton
which offers a space to talk about mental health and
related issues in a friendly, non-judgemental and supportive
environment. Men and women over 18 are welcome.
The group meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday every
month from 3-5pm at the Mayfair Centre. £1 donation
towards refreshments.
The main office of Shropshire Mind is at Observer
House, Holywell Street, Shrewsbury 01743 368647. There
we offer a drop-in centre which is open 11am-3pm every
day, offering chat, games, support and various groups and
courses.
Further information at www.shropshiremind.org or
email groups.shropshiremind@gmail.com.

The SPPG benefits the Church
Stretton medical practice patients by
* facilitating communication
between the practice and patients
* providing an avenue for
consultation and influence
* supporting and assisting the
Practice where appropriate

JOIN the Strettondale Patient
Participation Group
Find out more
email
strettondaleppg@hotmail.co.uk
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Engaging Issues

E

Where was it?

ngaging Issues has only one meeting in December but
arguably it’s our most important one this year,
our Annual Lecture. Each year we usually benefit
from one lecture sponsored by the Montgomery Trust.
What does the Montgomery Trust do? The
Montgomery Trust enables groups to have the services of a
lecturer of national repute at one of their meetings. Many
of those hearing the lectures work in schools, many are
RE teachers. Other groups hosting lectures are theological
societies and councils of churches. For more information see
http://www.montgomerytrust.org.uk/index.php
So, on Tuesday 13th December we welcome this year’s
Montgomery Trust speaker, Dr Philip Lewis, who will talk
about: Islam in Britain.
Dr Philip Lewis, spent
a quarter of a century
advising Anglican bishops
of Bradford on ChristianMuslim relations. For 15
years he lectured part-time at
the Bradford University Peace
Studies department, offering
modules on Islam in the West
and Religions, conflict and
peacemaking.
His passion is to both
help the churches recover a
proper confidence in the gospel
Dr Philip Lewis
in the context of religious
diversity in general, and Islam in particular and to enable
them to make their distinct contribution to peacemaking
and human flourishing in post-secular, religiously diverse
cities.
You can read his full profile on the Montgomery trust
website
http://www.montgomerytrust.org.uk/lecturer.php?33.
Normal place, URC Church Stretton
Normal time, 7:30 Tuesday evening
Normal cost, £3

T

he photo on page 18 is of the plaque on the
Jubilee Buildings, 50-52 High Street. The pair
of houses was built by Henry Salt in the year of
Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee. Ashlett House, no 52,
was originally a boarding house run by Mrs Salt but later
(1909-1916) was a boy’s boarding school.

Trivia Answers
1. Christmas Day
2. Blitzen
3. Holly
4. Gentiles
5. Monday
6. Mattel
7. Silver bell
8. Irving Berlin
9. Mr. Frosty
10.We wish you a Merry Christmas
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Occasional Advertisements

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

PLANT SPIRIT MEDICINE

is available in Church Stretton
To book an appointment or to find out
more about this unique and profound
healing modality
phone Lucy Wells on 01694 328095
or visit www.plantspiritmedicine.org

To place an occasional advertisement,
please contact
adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
Size: 60 x 35mm;
price: £7.50 per month

Stretton Focus
Photo: Richard Warren ©

December 2016

Peter Tip’s Tipper

wishes his
customers old
and new a happy
Christmas

