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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

1 WEDNESDAY

Methodist Network Group
Rev Joseph Gomez
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Dorrington Players’ Drama Group
Informal play reading. Members of the public
welcome to join in
Refreshments. No charge.
7.30pm. Committee Room, AS Village Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Battle with Welshpool Club (at home)
Judge: Gordon Dickens
7.30 om URC Hall

3 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

All Stretton Flicks in the Sticks
“I’m Not There’ Unconventional Biopic of Bob Dylan
7.30pm AS Village Hall

See Page 4➤

4 SATURDAY

Church Stretton Railway Society
Model Railway Exhibition
Entrance £2.50, Under-18s £1, Under 5s free.
10 am-4pm SHI

See Page 29➤

Day of Middle Eastern dance and hip-hop.
Workshops (for all levels of experience and
ages), performance and evening party .
AS Village Hall

See Page 39➤

5 SUNDAY

Community Swap Shop
11.00am-3.00pm-Entrance 50p CS School
Enquiries Eileen Roberts 720086

See Page 42➤

6 MONDAY

Church Stretton Flicks in the Sticks
The Edge of Love
Tickets £3.50, Under 16s £1.00 on the door
7.30pm CS School

See Page 4➤

St Laurence Parish Church,
Church Stretton
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On in the Strettons in April

3

regular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

C S & District Rail Users’ Assn
Annual General Meeting
7.30pm Parish Centre

7 TUESDAY

Mothers’ Union Branch Meeting.
All welcome
Meditation led by Rev Nancy Cleaton
2.30 pm in the Owen Room, Parish Centre

National Trust
Bird Watching & Conservation Course - For
those choosing & using binoculars and field
guides. Booking essential National Trust
01694 722631
7.30pm CMV Tearooms

8 WEDNESDAY

Strettons Art Society
Oil Painting Demonstration with Dave Walker.
All welcome!
7pm CS Secondary School,

See Page 38➤

Methodist Network Group
Easter Meditation led by Rev Pam Rush
7.30pm URC Hall

RSPB Craven Arms Branch
45 Years in the Field
7.30pm at the Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre

See Page 35➤

Hope Bowdler Flicks in the Sticks
Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day
Tickets £4.00 and £2.00 Refreshments
7.30pm HB Village Hall

See Page 4➤

10 – 13 FRIDAY - MONDAY
Easter Egg Adventure Trails for families.
Return with your findings to collect chocolate
eggs. £2
11am - 3pm CMV Chalet Pavilion

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Senior Citizens – Church Stretton
No meeting

11 SATURDAY

Methodist Church open Day

6.20 a.m. at Plush Hill . For more information
contact David Jandrell - Tel.724531
email: daj1956scp@btinternet.com

Methodist Church
Exploration of hopes, fears and beliefs about
dying, death and life after it.
6.00pm CS Methodist Church

See Page 24➤

14 TUESDAY

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
Speaker Hazi Wallace –‘An Overworked Aga’
7.15pm SHI

Long Mynd Camera Club
AGM – All members please
7.30pm URC Hall

16 THURSDAY

The Children’s Society
The Children’s Box Opening and Coffee
Morning, with Cake and Jam Stall;
10.am - 12noon Parish Centre

17 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

All Stretton Flicks in the Sticks
“ Happy Go Lucky”
Tickets on door £4. Interval refreshments,
comfy chairs.
7.30pm AS Village Hall

18 SATURDAY

Book Sale by Tony Crowe
in aid of the Mayfair Centre. Adults 50p
Children Free
10.00 am-4.00 pm SHI

See Page 27➤
National Trust

Carding Mill Valley Carbon Challenge’ - find
out about the National Trust’s new logfired
boiler & take up the carbon challenge yourself. Free
2pm - 3pm CMV Pavilion

19 SUNDAY

RSPB Craven Arms Branch
Wildlife walk on the Long Mynd (National
Trust)
10.00am Meet in car park at Pole Cottage
(Grid reference: SO 413 938)

See Page 35➤

20 MONDAY -26 SUNDAY
Strettons Art Society

Spring Art Exhibition
10.00am-4.00pm daily NT Cafe, CMV

See Page 38➤

Stretton Climate Care
Pub Quiz
7.30 pm Bucks Head

21 TUESDAY

Countrywomen’s Guild
“Have Bell, Will Yell”
Speaker Martin Wood, Town Crier
Sales Table
2.15pm Parish Centre

All Stretton Women’s Institute
Annual Party
7.30pm AS Village Hall

C S and District Gardening Club
Spring Show and Plant Sale
Members £1 Non-members £2 inc refs
7.30pm SHI

C S Methodist Wives and Friends
A talk about Women’s Refuge
8.00pm Methodist Hall

22 WEDNESDAY

Methodist Network Group
‘Hot Topics’ by Pam and members
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

The Strettons Railway Society
‘The Crich Tramway Museum and some
Tramway Systems Old and New’ Illustrated
talk by Ted Jones. Admission £1.50
7.30pm Methodist Church
‘What’s On’ continued on next page

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Ticklerton Village Hall.
8pm till late

See Page 8➤

Drop in between 10.00am and 4.00pm

See Page 24➤

Except yellow pages
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What’s On in April
- continued
24 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Senior Citizens – Church Stretton
‘Working with Prisoners’, a talk by Douglas
Grounds
2.30pm URC Hall

25 SATURDAY – 26 SUNDAY
Cardington Poetry Group

‘Under Milk Wood’ by Dylan Thomas. Tickets
cost £6 and are available from.Mayfair Community Centre Saturday 25th at 7.30pm and
Sunday 26th at 6pm. Mayfair Community
Centre

See Page 5➤

25 SATURDAY
Jumble Sale

All proceeds to St. Andrew’s Church, Hope
Bowdler
10.30am-4.00pm Parish Centre CS

January Weather

T

he dry spell which commenced on 21st December
continued with the cold until January 12th when we
had our first rain of the year with warmer temperatures.
It rained then for two days which made it seem as if it had
decided ‘enough is enough’ and we were going to be made to
pay for it, but the wet weather didn’t last. Three days later we were back in the
cold again, at least at night, but the daytime temperatures were good. On 11th
and 12th we had maximums of 50F (10C). There were only three days over 50F
this year, the lowest since 2001. The lowest temperature was 12F (-11C) on the
6th and throughout the month we had a total of 20 days of frosts, but even that
is not a record: that was in 1979 when we had 29 days, but a lot more than last
year’s 9 days. This cold weather is reflected starkly in the mean temperature this
year: 32.45F compared with last year’s 46.1F which was only 0.4F below the
highest ever, which was 1985.
No snow in January this year other than a little on the hills. Rainfall came in
at 2.66 inches compared to 4.54 last year which is only to be expected with cold
dry days compared to warm wet days. The wettest day was the 17th with 0.79 of
an inch but when the rain started on the 11th and continued into the 12th the
total for those two days was 0.90 of an inch. In 1971 we had 25 wet days, this
year we had 11.
Robert Smart

February Weather

T

he long, cold spell with which January ended continued
well into February and we had no less than 17 days in
a row of frosts. This cold spell ended on 16th February
when the ground temperature rose to 38F (3.5C).
26 SUNDAY
I need hardly remind readers that we had some snow in
Bird Watching & Consvn Course
February! It commenced on the 2nd and lay until the 10th but
Outdoor Meeting - Introduction to common & on the Burway Road deep drifts were still found on the 11th when I walked up to
resident birds - Meet Rectory Wood Car Park, Devil’s Mouth. The road was not useable for a further three days. In spite of this,
Cunnery Rd. Nat Trust 01694 722631
however, it was a relatively dry month: we only had rain or snow fall on four days
out of the 28 which is very good for February, and the total came to only 1.40
28 TUESDAY
inches which was quite a bit above last year’s 0.89. The average for this month is
C S and District Flower Club
3.10 inches so again we had well below average precipitation.
Annual General Meeting
Maximum temperature was 58F, only slightly lower than last year, and the
Yvonne Riley ‘Festivals of Spring’
minimum was 33.8F, well above last year’s 17.6F. Mean temperature came out at
7.30pm AS Village Hall
40.29F, well above last year’s 39.40F. The sun shone on 14 days which was quite
good: only one day less than last year and we had a run of 12 consecutive dry days
29 WEDNESDAY
after the snow stopped.
Robert Smart
Methodist Network Group
Easter Offering Dedication Service led by
Sister Paddy Sanders
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall
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Long Mynd Camera Club
Photographer of the Year Competition
Judge: Mavis Thornton
7.30pm URC Hall

MAY1 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Your Focus Needs You -

Flicks in the Sticks - Church Stretton

6th April 2009, 7.30pm Church Stretton School.
The Edge of Love
A beautifully drawn love story, the film revolves around two feisty, free-spirited
women, Caitlin Thomas and Vera Killick, Vera’s husband William Killick, and
the brilliant, charismatic poet Dylan Thomas who loves both women. Broken
promises, passion, betrayal, the shadow of war and the constant threat of
imminent death provides a vivid setting for the intimate complexities of two
young couples whose lives and loves become dangerously intertwined.

Flicks in the Sticks - Hope Bowdler

On Wednesday, 8th April .
Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day in Hope
Bowdler Village Hall at 7.30pm.Tickets £4.00 and £2.00. Refreshments available.
Miss Pettigrew, a middle-aged governess, has lost her job. She decides for once
in her life she will ‘seize the day’. The job she takes as ‘social secretary’ is quite
outside her usual experience as she finds herself working in the world of show
business and high society. The film is a comedy romance with a PG Certificate.

Focus Treasurer

Stretton Focus Limited was incorporated in May 2007 and Robert Woodier has dealt with the necessary records and legal
requirements for the transition year to 31st January 2008 and the first full year to 31st January 2009. He now wishes to
stand down and so a replacement is required.
The necessary duties are neither excessively time-consuming nor complicated but a sound knowledge of book keeping is essential.
To find out more, please contact Robert on 720016 or Mike Edmunds on 723961
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Mayfair News

Thank You
On behalf of Mayfair and all who have
attended the Winter Talks over the past
four years, I would like to say a huge thank you to Meriel
Blake for her excellent organisation and ability to find
such interesting and valued speakers whilst helping to
raise approximately £1550 for the Centre. I would also
like to thank all the speakers and if there is anyone who
would like to help us by organising four winter talks per
year please contact Sue Wood on 01694 722077.
May Fayre
Mayfair Community Centre will be holding its annual
May Fayre on 4th May 11am - 3pm. There will be the
crowning of May King and Queen, stalls, activities,
Maypole dancing, refreshments, circus skills workshops,
belly dancing and much more. This is an opportunity
for us all to celebrate the work of our Community
Centre whilst raising funds for its continued success. We
hope you will join us for a family day out. Sue Wood,
fundraising Committee.

5
Are you thinking
of buying or hiring
a scooter or electric
chair? You may
have one already,
but want to find
out more? If so you
will be interested in
a special event we
are organising on
Saturday May 9th.
There will be short talks on what to think about when buying
a scooter, road safety and the law, as well as a chance to try
scooters and test your skills. AG Mobility Ltd, West Midlands
Police and Shropshire Road Safety Team will be involved
on the day. Booking will be essential. To find out more call
Mayfair on 01694 722077

Mayfair Duke of Edinburgh Group
A group of young people aged 14 to 17 from Mayfair Youth
Club have set up a Duke of Edinburgh Award Group and are
working towards their Silver Award. The group will undertake
an expedition as well as completing the skills, physical activity
Ebay
and volunteering
If you have any unwanted items please think about
donating them to Mayfair. We have started a new project elements of the
award.
selling items, likely to be worth more than £25, on
As part of
ebay to raise money for our activities. Ebay is a natural
their training,
extension of the sales table in Mayfair, and a great way
the group went
to sell things of a higher value. You never know just how
on a hike over
high the bidding may go! We have already received over
£250 for one item. If you have something that you would the Stiperstones
during half term
like to donate or would like to help with the project,
and practiced
please get in touch with Jackie Mantle 01694 722077.
Unfortunately we cannot take electrical items. Thank you map reading and
compass skills.
for your support.
The young people will Mayfair Duke of Edinburgh Group at
be participating in a
Dates for your Diary
Manstone Rock, the Stiperstones.
sponsored walk to raise
Cardington Poetry Group presents Under Milk Wood
funds to buy essential equipment for their expedition.
– by Dylan Thomas, at Mayfair Community Centre on
For more information, or if you would be interested in
Saturday April 25th at 7.30pm and on Sunday April 26th
joining the group, please contact Ella Charles at Mayfair
at 6pm. Tickets cost £6 and are available from Mayfair
Community Centre on 01694 722077.
Community Centre.

Gardening in April
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Flowers Weeds will be springing up everywhere, remove
them before they grow too large. Plug plants can be
bought now for containers and bedding, summer bulbs are
available and there are many lovely varieties to be found in
garden centres. Prune spring flowering shrubs, removing
the shoots which have just flowered, and dead-head
narcissi. Feed both with a general purpose fertilizer. When
a bed or border is planted up it will benefit from a threeinch mulch applied to conserve moisture.
This month’s meeting is our Spring Show and Plant
Sale on Tuesday April 21st at 7pm.
The four classes are:
1. Flower Arrangement ‘Springtime’ size less than 16 x 16
inches.
2. Flowering Shrub - three stems
3. Daffodils - three stems
4 Any other Spring Flower - five stems
There will also be two or three interesting quizzes, ample,
delicious refreshments and a not-to-be-missed Plant Stall.
A light-hearted social evening to end our winter season of
meetings before the summer outings begin in May.
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

APRIL 2009

M

ore daylight hours and warmer temperatures
should help us cope with most of the garden tasks
this month.
Greenhouse ventilation is crucial now. Open the windows on
warmer days, closing them early to keep the heat in as it gets
cooler outside. Shading will be necessary for seedlings and
young plants around midday at least, as once scorched they
will not recover. Greenfly, whitefly and other tiny pests will
thrive in milder conditions - keep a close watch for these as
you carefully water, each day if necessary. There is still time
to take fuchsia and other tender perennial cuttings. Prick out
seedlings when large enough and pot on cuttings taken earlier.
Sow seed of courgettes, marrows, and beans to give them an
early start for planting outside in late May/early June.
Vegetables Most potatoes can be planted this month as
conditions allow. Make a note of planting dates to get an
idea of when they are likely to be ready for harvesting; as
an example, First Earlies from 13 weeks after planting.
Second Earlies from 16 weeks and Maincrop from 20 weeks.
These figures are approximate depending on the variety and
growing conditions. Onions, shallots and broad beans can
still be sown, also main-crop peas and beetroot.

13/3/09 12:08:51
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Book of the Month
Why Good Friday?

M

Did You Lose This
Photo?

T

he photo was found in a
recently donated book for one
of Tony Crowe’s book sales.
The picture appears to be a formal
studio portrait of a cavalryman in
uniform. On the back of the original
are the words ‘George, Sept 1911’. The
original measures approx 6 x 3 inches.
Tony would like to return the
photo to its original owner, so if anyone
recognises it and would like it back,
please contact Tony on 723292.

Jemma Jumps for Alzheimers Update

The article which appeared in last month’s issue needs two slight
amendments:
First – Jemma will be completing her tandem sky dive on 25th April this
year (not next year as was stated).
Second – ALL the money raised by Jemma’s jump will go to the
Alzheimer’s Society.

£100
£20

February 2009
145
£50
486
£10

22
474
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any people wonder how a death
2,000 years ago can affect our
lives today. The answer lies partly
in the fact that the two parts of the Bible are
called Old and New Testaments, indicating
that it is something to do with a death and
receiving a legacy as a result.
In 2007 my father died. Because of all
the legal and financial complications, money
is still coming in for my brother and myself.
In the same way, Jesus’ death enabled those
who would become God’s children to
receive a legacy from Him. Indeed those
who have put their trust in Jesus are viewed
as being co-heirs with Christ.
So what is available to us as a result
of Jesus’ death upon the cross? Scripture
presents to us a number of Divine
exchanges, which took place there and by
which we can hand over the bad and receive
the good.
He was punished that we might be
forgiven. Jesus died to pay a ransom
price, to buy us back. It was as if sin and
wrongdoing kidnapped us and sold us into
slavery. But Jesus paid the price so that we
could be set free. Obviously, as part of our
repentance, we need to put right everything
we can, but so many try to deal with guilt
these days by transferring it to others. But
Jesus died to bear that guilt and shame so
that we could live free of any condemnation.
Jesus died our death that we might share
His life. The just penalty for sin is death,
physical and spiritual. God is holy and just
and must therefore punish wrongdoing. But
out of His great love for us He came down
in the person of Jesus Christ and bore that
penalty for us. And not only did He die,
He rose again, leaving very good evidence
of that, so that we could receive His
resurrection life, a free gift paid for by Jesus!
Jesus endured rejection that we might
know acceptance. We are naturally cut off
from God because our wrongs make ‘a
separation between us and our God’, but
Jesus bore the pain of all that and was cut
off Himself that we might be joined to the
Father, in a loving and eternal relationship
with Him. And knowing the acceptance of
our creator means we can begin to have our
wounds and rejections healed.
There are several more exchanges! But
what this means is that we can exchange
our ‘baggage’ for His blessings. So this is
why Christians celebrate ‘Good Friday’!
There is so much to be thankful for and to
experience!
A Happy Easter to all.
Richard Hill

The House at Riverton by Kate Morton
n the summer of 1924, on the eve of a Society
party, there is the sound of a gun being fired by
the lake at Riverton Manor and Robbie Hunter,
a promising young poet, has committed suicide.
There are only two witnesses to what happened the Hartford sisters, Hannah and Emmeline. After
the tragedy the sisters never speak to each other
again.
Some 75 years later Grace Bradley, now aged
98, is approached by a film director who wants
to make a film about the poet’s death. Grace had been a housemaid at
Riverton and is the only person still alive who knew what the house was
like at that time. She’s taken to see the film set and events she’s tried to
forget come flooding back. Her memories slowly reveal the shocking
secrets that she has held onto until now as the book seeks to answer the
questions surrounding Robbie’s death.
A beautifully written debut novel, both captivating and sad, that
skillfully evokes the period and the old Class system.
If you enjoy this book you may also like:
Atonement by Ian McEwan
The Forgotten Garden by Kate Morton
The Go-Between by L P Hartley

13/3/09 12:08:52
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Church Stretton Town FC –
the ‘Re-start’ Season

and says “I take my hat off to all of the team, specially the
t the end of the 2007/2008 season, almost 12 months younger players. We now have a more settled side that
plays good football”. The President is also appreciative
ago, the probability was very real of our town losing
of the joint-managers and said “Ken and Rick are to be
the long established soccer club bearing the town’s
congratulated on the way they have operated and moved us
name. The club had just been relegated from a higher
forward after building a team from almost nothing”
division. However, at the end of the 2008/2009 season,
Stretton prospects
Church Stretton Town FC has experienced a renaissance
One can almost sense the excitement building up for next
with club officials and players no longer staring into an
season. The prospect of having a new pavilion in Russell’s
abyss. Instead, optimism abounds for the future with next
season’s prospects already being savoured. What has brought Meadow and access to brand new, state-of-the-art facilities
in the new Sports Centre are both opportunities to be
about this dramatic turnaround of prospects?
relished. Already, a new momentum is apparent with more
Teamwork
players becoming interested to sign and be available for
As with everything in life, there is rarely one thing or one
selection due to success this season both on and off the
person to recognise in this transformation of fortune. It is
field. Ken’s and Rick’s job will be equally demanding and
usually a combination of circumstances and the passion
the pressure intense but the nature of the challenge will be
and willingness of a number of people. The whole process
quite different. Relationships with Church Stretton’s Sunday
began with the previously reported conversation between
League team continue to grow in a positive direction with a
Rick Corfield and Ken Hartley outside the newsagent’s
shop ‘Newsworld’ in Sandford Avenue. It is no coincidence number of players being members of both clubs. Let us all
hope the biggest challenge to be faced will be how to deal
that John Vine, the owner of ‘Newsworld’, is also a great
with success in the 2009/2010 season and, in the process,
supporter of local football in many ways.
sustain the existing team
Rick and Ken, both
spirit.
ex-players, had heard the
Celebrations for
Club was in difficulty
achievements during this
due to several key people
season are being brought
moving on at the same time.
to a close at a Presentation
The conversation led to a
Evening at Rushbury Village
realisation that if somebody
Hall during the summer. I
did not do something and
am told that presentations
fast, the Club would fold.
will be preceded with a
They made a decision to take
‘black-tie’ dinner and is
a lead and pick up the club
likely to be a really special
that was being deprived both
‘do’. Perhaps the colours
of players and resources and
on the ‘silverware’ being
give it go. Time was not on
paraded at the following
their side, but today, as jointyear’s dinner will be Church
managers, they can be proud
Renaissance Men
Photo: John Corfield
Stretton Town’s bright green
of the way the players and
officials have responded. At the beginning of March, with only and dark blue? We wish the team every success for future
campaigns.
four games still to play, they were in a very creditable third
Man on the Touchline
position in the County League Division 1 table having just
played out a home draw with League leaders, Dawley Wood.
The players
Trivia Corner No 65 by Ken Willis
The Managers cannot speak too highly of the players and
their approach to the game. The side is very young to be
1. What school of witchcraft and wizardry does Harry
playing at this standard and this bodes well for the future.
Potter attend?
Entering in to every match with a great team spirit, the team 2. What do the Americans call braces for trousers?
have always tried to play attractive football with a quick
3. Which river was the setting for Jerome K Jerome’s
passing game and keeping the ball ‘on the ground’ as much
Three Men in a Boat?
as possible. It is such style that has brought nine victories
4. What were tourists known as in medieval times?
and three draws in the League from 18 games. Amongst
5. What is the branch of medicine dealing with pregnancy?
the many players the managers have mentioned by name as
being a credit to the Club, Ben Jones the captain and Neil
Castle stand out with Carl Gough and Scott Jones turning
up every week to occupy the subs bench and then giving
Ticklerton Village Hall
their all when the opportunity has arisen.
Come and join us in a fun evening of dancing! No
Promotion next season?
experience necessary.
An expectation prevails of finishing in third spot in the
April 18th		
May 16th
League at the end of the season. A unanimous view of the
June 20th		
July 18th
Managers and also shared by Club President, Pat Middleton,
August 15th		
September 19th
is that the drive for promotion should come next season
October 17th		
November 21st
when the players have a year’s more experience and then the
December 19th
prospects of making some headway in the Premier Division From 8 till late. Refreshments available.
are brighter. Pat is also a great fan, rarely misses a match,
For more details please ring 01694 722418
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters

A

The Town Council workforce has continued with the
necessary hedge pruning, general maintenance, and fence
mending in several areas.
A really big ‘thank you’ goes to the CL Management Group and
the Volunteer Working Group for all the excellent support given
to carry out the programmed work we have embarked upon.
Affordable Housing
Lutwyche Road:
work is continuing on this development and negotiations
with the Town Council have been carried out in order to
ensure that all services which need to cross the car park area
to the new pavilion and for the lights for the car park area
are laid before the car park area is completed so as to avoid
further disruption.
Watling Street North:
Further to the electrical transformer relocation etc. and
the commissioning of the new water drains in Cwms Lane
by Severn Trent Water, the construction of the new road
(Leasowes Close) to the intersection with Watling Street
North and Helmeth Road started in March.
The six units for rent will most probably be released for bids
in June 2009. No further news as yet on the construction of
the other 15 units.
Ashbrook development:
Delay on commencement of work has been caused by an
application to register the land as a Town or Village Green.
Objections/support of this claim are required by Shropshire
Council before 9th April 2009.
A49 trunk Road
Discussions are still underway with the Highways Agency
to move the 30mph speed limit signs further north from
the traffic lights and the right-of-way crossing the A49 from
Coppice Leasowes LNR.
Watling Street North B.O.A.T.
A sign should soon be installed at the north end of this route
(the old roman road from Watling Street North to the A49)
to warn vehicles that it is not suitable for motor vehicles.
This is especially for the benefit of ‘sat–nav’ users.
E-mail contact address
Please note that the new e-mail address for the Town council
is secretary@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
Planning matters
Full details of District Council decisions and current
planning applications can be viewed in the Council Office
window at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.southshropshire.gov.uk.
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor

History of the Hills - An Afternoon in the English Highlands
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his three hour guided walk follows the route taken by tens of thousands of railway excursionists who visited
Church Stretton to picnic and walk in Carding Mill Valley. Arranged by the National Trust, the walk is led by Alan
Brisbourne, who is working on the Edwardian History of Church Stretton.
The importance of The Hotel, the saga of the Golden Jubilee fountain, the site of the Coronation trees, the history of the
Carding Mill and the construction of the New Reservoir together with the part the latter played in the formation of the
town council will all be revealed. This walk is a must for all those who wish to gain an understanding as to why Church
Stretton became the capital of the English Highlands.
The walk will commence at the new railway station (shop side) at 2pm on the first Sunday of May, June, July and
August or can be joined one hour later, at the Chalet Pavilion. Visitors are asked to come suitably attired. Wheelchairs can
be taken as far as the steps of the reservoir. Cost £3.

APRIL 2009

reminder to all residents that the Council’s Annual
Assembly will be held on 28th April 2009 at the
Silvester Horne Institute at 7pm. The annual reports
of the work of the Council will be presented and the public
will have the opportunity to ask questions. All are welcome.
Council Budget for 2009/10
Copies of the Council’s 2009/10 budget information leaflet
is now available from the Council office or Library and can
be viewed on line (www.churchstretton.co.uk) or on the
community notice boards.
Shropshire Core Strategy – Issues and Options
The Town Council considered this consultation paper from
Shropshire Council and issued a response.
Unitary Transition
The Town Council has written to Hazel Blears MP
(Secretary of State Communities and Local Government) to
strongly protest at the decision of the Electoral Commission
regarding the review of the boundaries for the new Unitary
Authority. It totally disregarded community identity and
totally ignored the wishes of both this Community and that
of Craven Arms. The Commission focused on only one of
the three criteria, namely ‘electoral equality’ to the almost
total disregard of the other two criteria, namely ‘convenient
and effective local government’ and ‘community identity’.
Flooding problems
Additional pressure on the town’s infrastructure has
been (and will be) increased due to the various housing
developments taking place, including the 52-bed nursing
home in All Stretton. The existing infrastructure is old
and already overloaded so the Town Council has agreed to
convene a Flood Forum in order to try to, once and for all,
secure a solution to the problems frequently experienced by
residents. All the relevant agencies will be invited.
Coppice Leasowes Local Nature Reserve
The project to develop a ‘Wetlands Area’ in the north of
the West Meadow (undertaken jointly with Shropshire
Wildlife Trust (SWT) has been successfully completed.
The Partnership grant of £4,500 has been spent
developing the wetland area, installing three Awareness
information boards, a hardwood three-metre gate and
oak posts at the WSN entrance, and over five tons of
stone chippings was distributed and laid in the gateway
entrances and some pathways. An excellent volunteer
working group assisted with some of this work along with
careful management of the Reserve in various areas. The
Tree Group required extra hedging and tree planting and
a sum of money was taken from the grant to facilitate this
work.
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The Discovery of Church Stretton in The Highlands of England

D

o you remember the date when you made your first
mobile telephone call? Can you remember when
broadband came to Church Stretton? Do you know
who had the first television set in the town and when? As
with the arrival of the motorcar, all of these events were
significant but unfortunately for the future historian, they
have largely passed unrecorded. Each event has changed our
lives. Each has impacted upon the town. The latter is easily
witnessed in the loss of the public telephone box, the decline
of local evening entertainment, the spread of carparks and
the request by organizations for us to make application or
pay our bills on-line.

They did not have to look far. The former Crown Inn had
re-opened in 1865 as The Hotel and quickly became Church
Stretton’s premier hotel. In these early days, officers were
often accompanied to their annual camp or were visited
in the field by their womenfolk. Ladies required superior
accommodation which The Hotel provided.

The English Highlands

For the next forty years it was the superior visitor:
military officers, gentlemen, doctors, retired clergy, and
academics who were welcomed to Church Stretton. At the
Hotel, at the gentlemen’s asylum at Stretton House and
at the ladies’ asylum opened at the Grove in All Stretton.
Advent of the Railway
Through word of mouth recommendation, the superior
There is one well-documented event in the town’s
visitor was increasingly to be seen taking the air, the water,
history which arguably had a greater effect upon Church
walks and tours around the Strettons, revisiting the town
Stretton than any of the above and changed the town forever. or perhaps taking apartments for the season. The local
This was the arrival of the railway on 20th April 1852.
area was promoted as ‘The English Highlands’, an area to
Literally overnight, the horse-coaching traffic, especially the which doctors would recommend their patients for rest and
mail-coaches on the turnpike road through the Strettons,
recovery. The rather vulgar description of the area as ‘Little
ceased. The main coaching inn, The Talbot closed to re-open Switzerland’ was not a term used to attract the high-class
later as a gentlemen’s asylum. Likewise, The Crown Inn at
visitor. Stretton was not a copy of somewhere else. It was
the cross-roads had to reinvent itself. Thomas Brassey, the
unique in its own right. The use of the definite article to refer
railway engineer, believed goods traffic would be his chief
both to the area and The Hotel illustrated this importance.
source of income from the new line. For a while, he was
correct. Coal and other materials which included guano were The Hotel
now delivered to Church Stretton in greater quantities and
at lower prices which undercut the road carriers. The July
wool market under the Town Hall declined as the wool was
shipped by rail to markets in Yorkshire and later, when the
Severn tunnel opened, to Bristol. Similarly, animals could
now be easily transported to auction elsewhere. While small
market towns like Church Stretton experienced decline,
Craven Arms, a railway junction settlement, grew.

Military Developments
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Like Raffles Hotel in Singapore or indeed any
gentlemen’s club in the Empire, The Hotel was at the centre
of all notable activities and plans. It was The Hotel where the
Rev Sandford called together his many friends to a dinner to
discuss the suggestion of a short avenue of trees to celebrate
and promote the town. At the end of the nineteenth century
when Jasper More (the elder), the division MP, or Ralph B
Benson, the Stretton-en-le-Dale estate squire were in town,
it was to The Hotel where they went to seek refreshment and
conversation. After Queen Victoria celebrated her golden
jubilee in 1887, her commemoration fountain was erected
opposite The Hotel. While on camp, the visiting officers
sat down to their evening dinner inside The Hotel, where
they would listen to the strains of the regimental brass band
playing outside, besides the Jubilee fountain. And when
Stretton’s gentleman’s cricket club held their annual dinner
and delivered speeches upon the concerns of the Empire, they
did so at The Hotel. With a reputation and a name second to
none, it is easily possible to understand the opposition that
this establishment would present when it was suggested at the
end of the century what the town needed was another highAn important consideration for any army training or summer class hotel (The Hydro aka The Longmynd Hotel).
camp lay in the location and provision of the officers’ mess.
continued on page 18
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However, what Brassey had not anticipated was how the
railway would provide for other needs. Among those who saw
new opportunity was the military. The railway allowed the
rapid movement of troops and their equipment. Assembly
and manoeuvres could be practised in new areas. It was not
long before Church Stretton was identified as a destination
for army camps and exercises. (In the next century, the area
would be visited in consideration of becoming a permanent
military training area.) Men, horses, fodder and guns would
arrive by special charters from Shropshire and further afield.
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continued from page 17
The London daily newspapers would be available in The
Hotel mid-morning. For those of you who watched The
Victorian Farm television programme recently, you would
have seen the blacksmith at Acton Scott Farm lighting his
fire using the Shropshire Star. He advised us that it would
have been lit in Victorian times using the county newspaper,
The Shrewsbury Chronicle. This was Victorian Stretton’s
weekly newspaper but in July 1898, Church Stretton gained
its own weekly: the Church Stretton Advertiser. Its purpose
was to promote the town. It also provided a Visitors’ List,
suggested nearly twenty years earlier by George Windsor
the town’s postmaster. The Visitors’ List informed visitors
about the local activities available in the area together with
contacts. In addition, every Wednesday morning, a list of
guests staying at the various establishments in the town was
submitted for publication the following day. Church Stretton

had come of age and the clientele staying at The Hotel and
elsewhere in the town could be viewed and perhaps even
called upon. Among the guests at The Hotel, one name is
currently causing a stir of excitement and is considered below.
Copies of this local newspaper are available in the British
Library at Colindale in North London. Lottery money has
enabled a microfilm copy to be provided in Church Stretton
library where it can be viewed using the reader available. The
librarians will show you how to use the machine if you ask.
Other than to regret that the list had not been published
for the previous four decades, the reader should beware that
anomalies exist: eg when the hotel establishments chose not
to submit their lists and when the microfilm-maker somehow
managed to miss the entire year of 1913. This is a great pity
as 1913 was the year that the Rev Auden staged the first great
historical pageant involving over 200 Strettonians at Tiger Hall.
Alan Brisbourne

A Significant Visitor Discovered Staying in Church Stretton in July 1899

I
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t has always surprised me that Church Stretton, a superior
climatic health resort boasts surprisingly few names of
famous people who have stayed or lived in the town. It
is not that important people have not visited the town but
rather, that there were very many. In the early Phillips’ 1869
Illustrated Guide to Church Stretton, he says that “there is a
visitors’ book kept (at The Hotel) in which are the names and
comments of many celebrities”. This enticing book and the
visitor books from other establishments have not surfaced.
If they were available, I would not be surprised to hear that
it would be easier to list the famous Victorians who did not
visit the town. Even Victoria when she was a princess, had
passed through Church Stretton.
The record shown in the Visitors’ List published from
July 1898 onwards in the Church Stretton Advertiser
does reveal some names of interest but in these days of
superficial celebrity, their names do not shine as brightly
as they deserve. A guest staying at The Buck’s Head by the
name of Arthur Mee would only appeal to a certain age
group. Few would be excited to know that Sir Edward and
Lady Fry stayed as guests of Mrs Benbow at The Knowle in
1901. Perhaps, a lady with rather more modern-day appeal
was a Miss E Pankhurst staying at the Longmynd Hotel in
September 1908. Although little known at the time of her
stay, two months later, she would be in prison in London
amid the full glare of publicity. (No doubt, some readers are
now thinking of the similarity with the Fathers for Justice
campaigners who met at Stretton Hall Hotel).
“The street sounds to the soldiers’ tread,
And out we troop to see:
A single redcoat turns his head,
He turns and looks at me.”
A name that appears three times on the guest list for
The Hotel in Church Stretton throughout July 1899 is one
A E Houseman (sic) from London. Given that Miss Jelley,
the manageress has misspelt his name when she submitted
it to the Advertiser, there is little doubt that this is none
other than Professor A E Housman, the poet and scholar
on vacation from University College at London University
and author of A Shropshire Lad. The reader may be surprised
to hear that this is the first record of Housman staying
in Shropshire. Indeed, given the errors (or rather poetic
license) in his work, it had been suggested by some, that
Housman may never have visited the county in his life. This
record which has surfaced, is proof to the contrary. Not
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only did Housman visit Shropshire but he stayed for nearly
a month in Church Stretton among his ‘blue-remembered
hills’. It should be noted that AEH’s visit is three years after
publication of A Shropshire Lad. This news has recently
been broken to The Housman Society which is this year,
celebrating the 150th anniversary of Housman’s birth. I
understand that at the Society’s anniversary events, academic
scholars on both sides of the Atlantic are asking the question,
WHY?
It is beyond this writer to say why AEH was in Church
Stretton. I can describe the events of the month but must
leave it to the scholars to come up with their own answer as
to what he was doing in the town. They have been supplied
with the names of the other guests in The Hotel during his
stay and it may be that they will find a connection. If they
do, it may raise even more questions! Housman’s A Shropshire
Lad was published at his own expense in 1896. Although not
understood by many at the time, it was later revealed to be
a song of unrequited
love, a love that dare
not speak its name.
The Boer War and The
Great War brought
Housman’s poems
into the limelight. His
writings reflected the
mood of the time: A
Shropshire Lad would
capture the zeitgeist.
Who does not even
now, yearn for that
land of lost content?
One thing is for
sure: July 1899 was
anything but a quiet
month in town. For
a recluse professor
looking for peace and quiet, this was not the month to be
visiting Church Stretton. I will write upon this on another
occasion. Yet AEH stayed for a month, aware that his
name had been published in the local newspaper. For the
Strettonian and the Salopian, the more tantalizing thought
in all of this is to wonder whether this was a repeat visit
by the professor. There will be no newspaper guest list
extant anywhere to prove an earlier stay. The registration
records of The Hotel have not survived clear-outs or the
continued on page 21
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continued from page 18
catastrophic fire of 1968. Perhaps someone in the Strettons
has secreted a Record Book in their attic or has an early
photograph which may happen to show AEH’s image
during an earlier visit. One can but hope.
There have been many biographies written upon
A.E.Housman. Researches have picked over his life story
in minute detail. Yet no-one has found evidence of AEH
staying in Shropshire, let alone Church Stretton. As a visitor
to the town, they do not come much bigger than this. In the
bird-twitching world, it is as if a wandering albatross had
dropped in to stay in the area. Church Stretton has a claim
on a literary giant which Ludlovians, where Housman’s ashes
are scattered, will look upon with some envy. Was it our
‘English Highlands’ which gave Housman inspiration for his
A Shropshire Lad? Salopians and the county of Shropshire
now have the task of claiming AEH, updating the literature
and revising their publicity.
“Look left, look right, the hills are bright,
The dales are light between,
Because ‘tis fifty year to-night
That God has saved the Queen.”

Subsequently, the poems have been arranged by many
composers and have inspired other writers. There will be
few homes which do not have one or more editions of
Housman’s work. Indeed, only days ago, Gareth Thomas in
Ludlow launched the latest photographic edition of
A Shropshire Lad.
For those readers who live in Church Stretton, it is
possible to enjoy the ambience of where Professor Housman
stayed. The Sandford Gallery on the corner of the High
Street has re-opened for the season. The gallery occupies
what would have been the main lounge or drawing room
overlooking the horse-drawn traffic passing along the Bristol
Road outside. Across the road, the Golden Jubilee fountain
would be bedecked with flags and bunting, celebrating
Queen Victoria’s eightieth birthday during the month of
Housman’s stay. If you have not previously visited this room,
do so. It is rather special. The history of Church Stretton,
and the plans of empire are in that room. For the artists
group whose work is on display, they will be glad to see you.
You may even come away with something you like!
It is time for all Strettonians to visit their attic.
Alan Brisbourne.
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The Home from Hospital Service
• Have you or are you receiving hospital treatment either as an in-patient or
attending outpatients department?
• Would you, where possible prefer to stay in your own home to prevent an
untimely hospital admission?
• If you could access some practical support such as: having your shopping fetched; or your prescription picked up from the GP
and/or medicines collected from the pharmacist would this provide you with effective support? If you were to have social visits
for companionship, could any of these support activities help you in the rebuilding of your confidence whilst promoting your
independence during your recovery period?
• Would you like to access this free service, which will provide support for a few hours a week, for a period of up to six weeks?
• Do you live in south Shropshire?
• Have you already celebrated your 60th birthday?
If you have answered yes to the above questions and would like more information then please contact Home from Hospital
Service at Age Concern Shropshire Telford & Wrekin, Stone House, Corve Street, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1DG or phone
01584n878046.
The Home from Hospital service co-ordinators Jean and Jackie are eager to ensure that every individual is aware of this service
and is able to access this valuable support. It is also just as important to offer to be a volunteer and to be part of the valued team
delivering support for this service. Jean and Jackie would welcome the opportunity to give a talk or Powerpoint presentation to
any group within the area. There is a free loan service of items such as key safes, carbon monoxide detectors, memory jogger cards
and many other items.

Rotary Club of Church Stretton
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Otesha Project			
£100
British Legion			
£250
South Shropshire Gateway Club
£450
SHAPE Africa			
£250
Air Ambulance			
£1100
Severn Hospice			
£1100
Lingen Davies			
£650
Hope House				
£1125
DebRA is the national charity working on behalf of
people in the UK with the genetic skin blistering condition
Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB).
Otesha Project is a charity which spreads and shares
good ideas - from cycling to free-cycling; from free-range
to fair trade – and create social and environmental change
through our everyday lives.
SHAPE (Shropshire Health for Africa Project) is a small
charity run by volunteers loosely based around the medical
centre in Church Stretton.
Tony Nicholls
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he Club year runs from July
to June and by December
President Adam Williamson
had completed half his term of office.
It has been a busy and successful period and a number of our
fund raising activities during that time have been reported in
previous editions of Focus.
December - Tree of Light and Carols in the Square
The Tree of Light was very well supported this year and
the weather was kind for all those people who came to the
Carols in the Square on Christmas Eve, where the Rector,
Richard Hill, gave the blessing.
Donations to Charities
In the past six months the following charities have
received donations from the club
British Heart Foundation		
£200
Polio Plus 				
£620
DebRA				
£100

13/3/09 12:08:54

22 Victorian Farm – Behind the Scenes
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n 2007-08 three historians, Alex Langlands, Peter Ginn
and Ruth Goodman, spent 12 months recreating life as
it would have been on a Victorian farm in 1885, using
the tools and resources that would have been available at
the time. Their experiences were filmed by Lion Television
and the resulting programme was shown on BBC2 over six
episodes in January and February this year.

may not otherwise have been aware of our beautiful South
Shropshire countryside. That has to be a blessing in the
current economic climate.
Several local people appeared in the programme. Some,
like Paul Arrowsmith the stonemason, and Brian Goodwin
the beekeeper, demonstrated their own trade, and others
were doing things you may not have normally expected
to see them doing! Mark Morris, the taxi driver,
was out in the fields broadcasting seeds; ‘Bob the
Builder’ Jones was rabbiting. Many others worked
behind the scenes, either giving advice or helping
out in other ways. When the three presenters
found it too upsetting to kill the two turkeys they
had reared for the Christmas feast Andrew Hough
of Hough and Sons the butchers was on hand to
help: “They couldn’t bear to do it themselves,”
he said, “so I picked them up and took them to
my farm at Harton. Someone came along later to
collect them. Ruth Goodman was happy to prepare
them for the table, but couldn’t see them killed.”
As for the presenters and the TV crew,
they fell in love with the area and were full
of compliments about it. Felicia Rubin, the
Production Co-ordinator, said, “It was a pleasure
filming at Acton Scott. Everyone was really friendly
How popular it was, exceeding everyone’s expectations!
and accommodating. The crew always looked forward to
Around six million viewers a week tuned in to see it,
staying at Mynd House and could rely on Sue and Dave
easily outdoing Celebrity Big Brother and beaten only
to provide a delicious breakfast however early we requested
by Masterchef in the BBC ratings war. The book that
it. The landscape was beautiful and we got the pleasure of
accompanied the series, written by the three presenters, sat
experiencing it through the seasons, in sun, snow, rain and
at the top of the Times and the Amazon hardback bestseller
even partially under water! I particularly enjoyed looking for
lists and has already had to go to reprint. The DVD was
a good spot to pick whinberries in the summer – the views
released in early March and looks set to enjoy similar success. from the top of the Long Mynd were fantastic, even if we
Ros Ephraim of Burway Books confirms their popularity:
did find the road up there a little intimidating! I enjoyed
“The book has been flying off the shelf since
its publication and is easily our bestseller at
the moment. We have had lots of orders for
the DVD and expect it to be equally popular.
Tickets for the talk we organised with Alex
Langlands sold out in two weeks and we had so
many disappointed customers who couldn’t get
to hear him that we are organising more talks
with him and Peter Ginn for later in the year.”
Those of you who watched the programme
cannot fail to have noticed that it was filmed
locally, primarily on the private Acton Scott
Estate. The two main locations were Henley
Cottage and Glebe Farm, with the Working
Farm Museum also providing valuable advice
and assistance. The cheesemaking scene was
one of the activities filmed there, and visitors
are able to see this process for themselves along
with many other demonstrations and displays
of farming artefacts. It opens to the public on
7th April and must surely be looking forward to one of its
working in the area so much that I even camped out locally
busiest seasons.
the weekend before one shoot to explore further, and am
The Acton Scott Estate was chosen because it was able
planning a return visit this summer.”
For those readers who are wondering whether the
to offer a number of beautifully preserved period buildings
as well as tools, machinery and books. The Estate has been presenters actually lived on the farm for the full 12 months,
in the Acton family since the 12th Century and members of Peter Ginn told me, “Alex and I lived there the whole
the family, in particular Mr Thomas Stackhouse Acton and time and looked after the animals and ran the farm (with
occasional expert help). I found the whole experience
Mr Rupert Acton, appeared in several episodes.
fantastic, but the project wouldn’t have been the success it was
The Stretton Hills were often seen in the background,
if it hadn’t been for the support of the people of Acton Scott
and it is certain to bring visitors to the area this year who
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on many occasions when things didn’t go
quite according to plan: apples raining down
on their heads after Mr Acton’s enthusiasm
with the panking pole; sheep escaping in all
directions; bees in places where bees have
no right to go; cricket trousers splitting at
the seams; dubious home-made ale; playing
shadow buff at Christmas ….. and it’s
only because we’re lucky enough to live in
Shropshire that we know they couldn’t just
‘pop along to the canal to collect coal’!
Hilary Jones
Useful websites:
Acton Scott Working Farm Museum:
www.shropshire.gov.uk/museums
Acton Scott Estate: www.actonscott.com
and Church Stretton. I loved the area, I thought it
was stunning and unspoilt – the food was great too!”
Both Peter and Alex look forward to returning
to South Shropshire in the future.
Alex explained that he was delighted at the
success of the series and was pleased that the
producers had been brave enough to go for a
completely different format. The chemistry
between the presenters was genuine and it was a
refreshing change not to see them being deliberately
provoked into arguments and conflict as with
‘reality’ shows. He also feels that it was brave to let
three inexperienced ‘farmers’ try to run the place
using advice gained largely from guide books and
instruction manuals of the period. Yes, they had
some help, and yes they made mistakes – but so
would anyone trying a similar experiment: no
attempt was made to hide this. In fact viewers
were given the chance to laugh along with the presenters

Photos courtesy of Lion Films except the ‘rabbiting’ photo
which was by Hilary Jones

Lark Rise … to Church Stretton

V

Acton Scott Gardening
Club

A

t 7.30pm on Thursday 9th April at Acton Scott
Village Hall, we will be welcoming Mark Zenick
from Mynd Hardy Plants in Diddlebury. Mark
will speak about day lilies, their background, selection and
care. Mark will also be bringing some day lilies for sale.
Refreshments will be provided, there is easy parking and
entry is £2.50 for non-members. All are very welcome.
Please contact Julie on 781463 for more details
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were keen to avoid going to supermarkets where they were
often recognised and pestered! Tom Conti, Bill Tidy and John
Alderton were amongst his regulars.
The conversation turned to Victorian Farm and Terry
told me: “The lady presenter (Ruth Goodwin) came here to
buy bread quite a few times. I saw them using it in some of
the scenes they filmed,” he smiled, “but they used a tin loaf
which they shouldn’t really have done because there were no
tins at that time either, but I don’t suppose too many viewers
noticed!”
Hilary Jones
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ictorian Farm is not the only BBC programme to
feature a little bit of Church Stretton. Our very own
Mr Bun the Baker (Terry Satchwill) baked the bread
that was featured in the Harvest Festival scene of the popular
Sunday night dramatisation of Lark Rise to Candleford. There
was also a glimpse of it at Queenie and Twister’s wedding feast.
Terry got the contract after doing some baking for
Bacheldre Mill near Churchstoke for a documentary about
organic flour. One of the production crew knew him from
previous work he had done and when the BBC needed bread
for Lark Rise his name was put forward. It was important for
the bread to be authentic to the period and Terry was able
to refer to old books that he keeps on baking. He explained
that in those days there were no tins so the bread was hand
formed, normally into cottage loaves or coburgs. The
bread used for the filming was real bread which was then
‘varnished’ and had flour thrown over it.
Terry, who comes from several generations of bakers (his
grandfather baked bread for the troops at Gallipoli in WW1), is
no stranger to the celebrity scene: when he lived in Cricklewood
he was often asked to bake celebration cakes for the BBC and
his baking featured in programmes such as The Generation
Game and Eastenders. As he ran a small independent bakery
his clients included a number of well known celebrities who
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Dear Editor .....
Tree felling in Rectory Wood
he beech tree in Rectory wood
that Mrs Petry refers to in her
letter of March 2009 was taken
down after careful inspection on grounds
of public safety. Unfortunately it was
found that there were two large cavities
in close proximity in mid stem, with
patches of the bark in between exuding
fluid indicating dead and dying sapwood
and bark, both factors creating a large
area of progressive weakness. The tree had
also previously shed a large limb and was
located only some six metres from one of
the main footpaths through the wood.
The concern was that the developing
decay was creating a point of weakness
that could fail at any time and drop many
tons of timber across the footpath.
Unfortunately surgery was not an
option as beech trees do not tolerate
major reduction well and are likely to die
completely if subjected to major surgery
when weakened or under stress.
Whilst all woodland does require
occasional management to keep it in
good heart, the Council tries to limit
the amount of felling on it’s sites and to
ensure that this only takes place where
really necessary, especially so where
substantial character trees are involved.
On sites like Rectory Wood which
receive relatively high numbers of visitors
throughout the year, the responsibilities
of public access are an important
factor in the balance between sensitive
management and our duty of care to the
public. Where possible we leave trees to
collapse and die in the woods away from
the main designated paths to fulfil their
natural life cycles to the benefit of wildlife,
but in some areas of high public usage,
safety considerations do require that some
trees have to be felled where tree surgery
cannot offer an acceptable solution.
The decision to remove the tree was
taken with much regret but was sadly
unavoidable given the tree’s condition
and location.
Siobhan Reedy, Arboricultural Officer,SCC
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Love is all you need
astern people look at the whole
picture and can accept pain
and humiliation when it is
good for the future of the human
race. Two conditions we deplore can
be viewed in that light: autism and
Alzheimer.
Autistic people do not relate
to others, have a personal view of
the world and can be obsessive. All
innovators have autistic tendencies,
which enable them to start a new trend
in science, art, music, literature or
religion. Those who are not hailed as
geniuses are stamped with the stigma
of mental illness. They would accept
themselves as they are, if we did not tell
them they are sick and should receive
medical treatment.
Because their condition can now
be detected before birth, Parliament
will discuss the possibility of aborting
such people. Shall we see the end of
geniuses, of absent-minded professors
and “nutty” inventors?
As to Alzheimer, we cannot live
for ever. Unless we die in an accident,
or of a fatal disease, our heart or
our brain will have to give way. As
heart operations are now routine,
the number of Alzheimer patients is
bound to increase. Dementia may be
a kindness in disguise. It spares us the
fear of death and the shame of losing
our faculties. Anyone whose memory
is as good at 80 as it was at 18 is
abnormal.
I once knew a lady who had lost
her memory. She visited a friend
who had two daughters. The elder
kept telling her “Irene, I have told
you that a hundred times!” Upon
which the younger one ran to her,
put her arms around her neck, gave
her a big kiss and said, “Irene, I love
you.”
As the Beatles used to sing: “All you
need is love; love is all you need.”
Simone Crawley

E

Walkers are Welcome
s a postscript to the letter headed
‘Walkers are Welcome’, page 34,
March issue, I would like to add
the following.
At the formal welcome to
Church Stretton’s involvement in the
“Walkers are Welcome” movement
we should not forget the National
Office Chairman of the Ramblers’
Association, Kate Ashbrook, (who
has been closely involved in the
organisation) opened the proceedings
at Church Stretton Railway Station
with an excellent speech reported in
Stretton Focus at the time. Moreover,
the South Shropshire Group of
Ramblers’ Association Chairman
was also present and described the
invaluable help the R.A. has given to
keeping and maintaining the Rights of
Way, locally and nationally, which we
hope people old and new to walking
will enjoy.
Our walks programmes are posted
round Church Stretton and anyone is
welcome to join us (no charge).
Just two points: if we are to
welcome walkers we do need to look
seriously at the cost of parking and
the inadequate provision of public
lavatories. (Some walking groups
travel from afar by coach and this
means something like a minimum
of 50 walkers descending on the
town)
Having said that, we fully support
the committee involved. Thank you.
Joy Nisbet.,
Chair, South.Shrops Ramblers’ Association

A

Methodist Church Open Day

Death - a taboo subject?

n Easter Saturday, 11th April, Church
Stretton Methodist Church will be
open from 10am until 4pm for you to
drop in and see our newly refurbished church.
Our flower arrangers will have decorated it
ready for our Easter services and tea and coffee
will be available. If you haven’t seen our lovely,
flexible building since the alterations (or even if
you have) then do come and share our joy.
Ann Cooke

eath and dying have had a fair amount of media coverage
recently but for many it is still a taboo subject. Gone are the
days when it was commonplace to have the body at home for
relatives, friends and neighbours to pay their respects. Indeed many
people have not even seen a dead body and children are often excluded
from funerals. A morbid subject, yes, but death is still the only certainty
in life. On Easter Sunday, 12th April at 6pm in the Methodist Church
hall we shall be exploring our own hopes, fears and beliefs about dying,
death and life after it. You will be welcome if you wish to join us.
Ann Cooke

O
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Memories of Roosevelt’s America

“T

Spring Book Sale
The usual Spring book sale will be held at the
Silvester Horne Institute on Saturday 18th April 2009,
from 10am - 4pm. This year this sale is to raise funds for
the Mayfair Community Centre. Admission will be the
usual 50p for adults, with children free. There will be the
usual very large selection of books of all kinds, paperback
and hardback, fiction and non-fiction, for readers of all
ages, all in good condition and at bargain prices.
Refreshments will be available, so come along, buy
some books, have a natter with a friend and support a
good cause.
I am always happy to receive donations of books,
CDs and DVDs and will arrange collection if necessary.
Please telephone me on 01694 723292.
Tony Crowe
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sign: ‘As much cherry cider as you can drink for ten cents’
We were invited to spend New Year 1934 with friends
in New York. Our train left Philadelphia in freezing fog, and
in the gloom one saw flickering lamps under the points to
prevent them from freezing up. We arrived in New York to
find a blizzard in progress, the snow falling so thickly that
our ‘yella cab’ got stuck, and we had to take the subway to
East 53rd Street. The temperature next day was minus 20C
as we ventured out, my mother wrote: “I never felt anything
so awful as it has been today. We never have it anything like
so cold in England.” We finally reached the Empire State
Building: “You go into a vast hall, all silver and beautiful
grey marble, into a lift and up a cool 80 floors in less time
than it takes me to write about it. Then we went out and
found ourselves in a beautiful sort of sun-porch, glass
windows all round and that amazing view, like looking at a
raised map. It was a heavenly sunshiny frosty morning, cold
as ice outside, the place all under snow.” The Hudson river
was frozen solid, with trapped ships emitting puffs of white
steam. During the next few days 50,000 unemployed men
were given the task of shovelling the snow from the streets,
some of it down manholes into the sewers.
At Easter we visited Washington. There I shopped in my
first supermarket, the Piggly-Wiggly. We stood in awe before
the Lincoln Memorial, with its very convincing statue of the
president who freed the slaves and believed in ‘Government
of the people, by the people, for the people.’ Then we went
to Ford’s Theatre where Lincoln was shot by John Wilkes
Booth, and, unconscious, carried across the road to a
bedroom where he died - a moving shrine for all Americans,
made more vivid for us because the curator who showed us
round remembered seeing Lincoln. Inspired by our visit, I
later made a wooden model of the Memorial.
Is America finished as a great power? To use a recentlycoined word, one should not ‘misunderestimate’ the
extraordinary resilience, inventiveness and sheer energy
of the inhabitants of the great Republic across the Pond.
For example, the Kaiser shipyard, in the doldrums in the
Thirties, was by 1942 building one Liberty ship every 10
days, start to finish, and Chrysler was turning out 30 tanks a
day. Can Americans repeat that? “Yes, we can!”
David Hughes

APRIL 2009

his great nation will endure as it has endured,
will revive and will prosper. So first of all let me
assert my firm belief that the only thing we have
to fear is fear itself.” Thus begins the inaugural address of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt on the 4th of March 1933,
giving new hope to his nation and the world. On that day
virtually every bank in the U.S. was shut, unemployment
was an estimated 18 million, and the dollar had fallen to
an unprecedented low. The parallels with today’s world
economic collapse are obvious, coinciding with the
inauguration of another charismatic president.
F.D.R.’s inaugural address went on: “the unscrupulous
moneychangers stand indicted in the court of public
opinion, rejected in the hearts and minds of men... they have
proposed only the lending of more money. They have no
vision, and when there is no vision the people perish.”
In 1932 my father was appointed to an academic post in
the USA, and the family followed. At that time, in the days
before TV, F.D.R. embarked on a series of ‘fireside chats’,
radio broadcasts to let the ordinary American family know
what measures the government was proposing to tackle the
crisis, and I remember his rich, sonorous and positive voice
as we listened round the ‘wireless’.
At school one of our teachers with a social conscience felt
that we middle-class youngsters should see the reality of the
Great Depression at first hand, and took us round the slums of
Philadelphia, where I remember the sickening stench of poverty
in the kitchens of the poor. In one disused factory building we
saw 4000 unemployed men, queueing with old tin cans for
soup and dry bread, their beds being merely the straw on the
floor. We were told there were 80 university graduates there
that day - the depression was hitting all classes. The tunes of
that time bring it all back: ‘Brother, can you spare a dime?’
One of Roosevelt’s projects for kickstarting the US
economy was the Works Progress Administration (W.P.A.)
which aimed to reduce unemployment by renovating
thousands of schools and hospitals, building 7,800 bridges
and 650,000 miles of new roads, among many other tasks.
A friend of mine, driving on a new road across a grim desert
in the Rockies passed a large sign: “Highway by W.P.A.Landscape by God”.
Of course I have plenty of less gloomy memories of my
time in the US, from which I select two or three. In those
days one arrived by sea, in our case on the world’s largest
liner, gingerly moving through mist to the accompaniment
of a stentorian foghorn. Then suddenly we saw the sun
shining on the Statue of Liberty, and received a welcome
from the sirens of tugs and ferries as we slowly moved
towards the forest of skyscrapers on Manhattan Island
(bought from the Indians for 11 dollars’ worth of trinkets)
On that first day one was struck by the contrast with old
England: vastly more cars, yellow taxis, huge advertisements,
anti-insect screen doors, pull-down light switches, and, as
I lay in bed, the incessant shrill whistling of the cicadas,
not noticed after a few days. There was a bullet-hole in the
bathroom window, caused by a crazy gun-toting neighbour,
and the senator who lived on the other side was in jail for
bootlegging illicit liquor - we were in America now!
At Niagara Falls my brother and I donned oilskin
jackets and climbed down a stairway, to stand in the spray
behind the deafening wall of water - a thrilling and rather
frightening experience. The next day we drove through
orchard country where, in a heatwave, a glut explained a
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Arts Festival News

W

e’re just putting the final touches to our plans for
the 2009 Art and Crafts Exhibition. This well
attended and much loved annual exhibition runs
throughout the Church Stretton and South Shropshire Arts
Festival (this year’s exhibition dates are 21st - 31st July) at
Church Stretton School. The exhibition is a non-competitive
showcase for many accomplished amateur artists in addition
to successful exhibiting artists from our area. Most of the
work is for sale at very reasonable prices.

The committee is delighted to welcome photographer
Jon Baker M.FIAP, FRPS as our guest artist. Jon calls himself
‘an obsessed amateur’, but he is much more than that. He
practises photography as an art form, producing images
which are painterly, rich and thought provoking. He’s not
afraid to use technology to enhance his photos, so we will
be treated to a wide range of subject matter which has been
given an equally wide range of treatments.
Mary White, the manager of the Shrewsbury Museums
Service, will open our show at the reception on Monday
20th July at 7.30pm. Admission is £2.00, payable at the

door, to include a glass of wine or juice. This is always an
enjoyable social event. Join your friends for a convivial
evening to preview the exhibition and, hopefully, be the first
to find that piece of art perfect for you.
Over the last few years we’ve grown; last year we
showed more than 600 works by 150 artists. Visitors’
comments are always very positive; most think the show is
getting better every year. We hope to continue that this year
and we’re looking forward to seeing you all there – maybe
you’ll be able to pick up something decorative for your
home, or even an early Christmas present!
If you’re an artist, photographer or crafter and you
live within 30 miles of Church Stretton it’s time to get
ready for the Exhibition. Past participants will soon
receive entry forms by e-mail or in the post. Otherwise,
you can pick them up from our web site at http://
strettonfestival.org.uk or from the Church Stretton
Tourist Information Centre at the Library, Scrappies,

and Barbara’s at
Heather Brae or
Mynd Art and Toys.
Framing services are
available at the last
two locations.
Joan Arnfield

For further information
please contact the exhibition
organiser, Joan Arnfield, at
joanarnfield@hotmail.com
or on 01694 724170 or the
exhibition manager, Reg Perry
at r.perry510@btinternet.com
or on 01694 720007.

Church Stretton and District Rail Users Association

T

StRETTON FOCUS

April 2009 mag.indd 16

the parts (effectively) to the Town. This represents the
culmination of attempts over the past year to see the box
preserved rather than just demolished as Network Rail
originally intended. Thanks to protracted negotiations by
our County Councillor James Gibson with NR, we received
the news in January that they are going to dismantle the
box in March. The Strettons Railway Society will nominally
take receipt of the components for rebuilding, but there will
be some urgency to establish a Charitable Trust to oversee
the rebuilding and to care for its long term future. There
will be a need to raise considerable funds for the rebuilding,
and currently attempts are being made to source funding.
Fortunately, because of the future tourist potential, the local
Tourism Group as well as the Town Council are in favour of
the project.
The AGM this year will be held on Monday 6th April in
the Parish Centre starting at 7.30pm.
Finally, on Saturday 4th April the Society will be
holding their first Model Railway Exhibition in the
Silvester Horne Institute between 10am and 4pm. There
will be around a dozen layouts from N to 0 gauge plus
trade stands and displays. Entry costs £2.50 or £1.00 for
under-18s. Children under five admitted free. Refreshments
will also be available.

APRIL 2009

he summer timetable changes starting 17th May
are expected to show little change so far as our
line is concerned. David Aston has continued his
correspondence with Arriva Trains Wales in attempts to
see the reinstatement of the 09.04 Southbound and the
16.37 Northbound as well as the 09.02 Northbound which
disappeared with the introduction of the Standard Pattern
Timetable. When they (eventually) replied, their response was
considerably less than helpful. They seem determined not to
put themselves out in any way to help their passengers.
A friend of our Secretary recently reported that they
had purchased tickets from ‘The Train Line’ and were then
informed that there would be an additional charge of £10
For a next day delivery, or else their standard charge
of £7.50 for 1st Class postal delivery. This, following
on from ATW’s deliberate abandoning of Terry Jones’
ticketing agency, is yet another example of the smaller rural
communities being deliberately disadvantaged. We can
assure you that there are still moves underway to try to get
ticketing back with Terry, but in the meantime remember
that a number of our members have recommended
Llandrindod Station Travel on 01597 822053.
Network Rail must be praised for their decision to
dismantle the Church Stretton signal box and donate all
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South Shropshire Rambles

T

hese walks are free, so get your hiking boots and
weatherproof clothing on, bring a packed lunch/
drink and enjoy healthy exercise in Shropshire
through the seasons. For more details ring the leader.
The Short (three to four hours):5th April Meet at 10.30am at Easthope Road car park
Church Stretton for a 6 mile figure of eight walk on the Long
Mynd. Leader: David 01694 722604 Ref Exp 217 454 936
12th April Meet at 11.30am at Snailbeach car park for a
5 mile walk past the old mine and then pasture, moor and
woodland. We finish with a meal at the Stiperstones Inn
with the long walk group. Leader: Joy 01694 722512 Ref
Exp 216 373 023
19th April meet at 10.30am at The Burway in Church
Stretton at the lay-by before the cattle grid for a 7 mile walk
up Town Brook and Cardingmill valleys. It will be hilly BUT
no stiles! Leaders: Frances and Frank 01694 7247223 Ref
Exp 217 450 941
26th April Meet at 10.30am at Cleobury North village
hall for a 6 mile flat walk to Ditton Priors at an ‘easy pace’
Leader: Frank 01746 787325 Ref Exp 217 624 868
And The Long (five to six hours):5th April Meet at 10am at Croft Castle car park (free to NT
members) for a 9 mile walk through ancient woodlands, to
Aymstrey weir and a good climb up to the Ambrey. Then,
via Bircher Common we finish at the castle tea rooms!
Leader: Martin 01584 841242 Ref Exp 203 453 657
12th April Meet at 10am at The Bog car park at the south
end of the Stiperstones, for either a 13 mile strenuous walk
or a 9 mile vigorous walk, both ending with a meal at the
Stiperstones Inn with the short walk group. Leaders: Beryl
and Mike 01547 530179 Ref Exp 216 357 978
19th April Meet at 10am at the nature reserve at Roundton
Hill Fort car park near Old Church Stoke for an 11 mile
hilly walk with good views from the fort. Leader: Ursula
01584 781376 Ref Exp 216 292 946
26th April Meet at 10am at Livestock market car park in
Bishop’s Castle for car share to Mainstone. Then be ready for
a 10 mile very hilly walk to Pant Glas. Leader: Steve 01588
630513 Ref Exp 216 324 886
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Gardening Club Alert

A notice to all members of the CS Gardening Club. At
the end of February Percy Thrower’s Garden Centre stopped
its discount scheme for our members so it is no longer
possible to get 10% off at their Centre. However, it is still
possible to get a 10% discount at Sandford Hardware.

Quaker Voice

“W

hat-ho!” You don’t expect to
hear ‘What-ho’ as one of the
first words of a funeral service,
but then you don’t expect a ninety year old
to have lived with the joyful exuberance of a teenager all
his life. We are used to the idea that people’s enthusiasms,
though no less important to them, are expressed in a more
muted, sedate fashion as they get older. Shakespeare’s ‘Seven
Ages of Man’ (As You Like It, II. vii.) doesn’t even mention
enthusiasm as a characteristic of young people; he describes
an unwilling schoolboy and a sighing lover, but little joy.
When you meet someone who sometimes bubbles over
with joy and eagerness, even if it is for something you are
absolutely not interested in, it is a pleasure to witness the
relish they display. You remember the passion with affection,
even when you don’t share it.
Robin Tanner wrote: “I believe we were brought into this
world to live and to enjoy it; to take out of it all that, in our
full stature, we are able. I believe it then falls to every person
to reach that state of fecundity and richness that makes him
long to put back into life something uniquely his own.”
At Arthur’s* funeral we heard about his motorbikes, rock
climbing, sailing, metal manufacture, gardening, painting,
music and about his work for the Campaign Against the
Arms Trade. His body may have been very slowly tamed
much as Shakespeare described, but his spirit was unbowed.
He was delighted at Obama’s election. His carers told how
he’d teased them that he wouldn’t die at a convenient time,
he’d choose when they were really busy. In the event they
were just serving Sunday lunch!
If I get to 90-plus, I hope I can muster a fraction of
Arthur’s joie de vivre.
*This piece is inspired by the funeral of Arthur
Witheridge, who died on 8th February 2009.
Lesley Richards

School Plant Sale

Saturday 9th May 10.00-12.00

Admission for adults 50p children free
At St Lawrence Primary School, Church Stretton
Large range of plants on sale, refreshments available,
selection of other stalls etc
All proceeds to The Friends of St Lawrence which
supports a variety of projects such as playground
refurbishment in the school

Reg’s Ramblings

D

iscipline. To most people any mention of the word discipline conjures up a connection with the Armed Forces but,
in point of fact, it has even greater relevance in relation to every-day life. It is a vital ingredient of social harmony,
especially in the present social climate within which the corrective basis of indiscipline has been gravely undermined
by the activities of the politically correct lobby. The aforesaid lobby have sought to equate discipline in the home with corporal
punishment and weals across the back, whereas it is no such thing since family discipline should essentially be based on mutual
respect, shared joys and genuine friendship.
Unfortunately, the all-round prosperity of recent decades, sustained in many cases by both parents working full-time, has
led to a cult of bribery in the form of cash or expensive gifts to ‘buy’ good behaviour. In turn, this has funded the late night
drunkenness and unplanned pregnancies among the young, with the latter earning Britain the dubious honour of the leading
country in Europe in such matters.
To control this breakdown in social behaviour, I sincerely believe that it is essential that we revive the ethos of firm and
authoritative parenting allied to renewed warmth, friendship and mutual respect in every household in the land. This is not
wishful thinking on my part, it is something which we are all capable of achieving provided we make a determined effort within
our homes and local community. I invite Focus readers to join me in debating this vital subject, possibly by way of letters to the
Editor.
Reg Heiron
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Anglican Voice

URC Voice

lleluia! Christ is risen” said the
Russian monk to a school in the
height of the communist era, after
listening to an atheistic diatribe for about an hour.
“He is risen indeed. Alleluia!” came the reply. Faith had
not been knocked out of them.
Our current magazine Church Matters contains a review
of Frank Morison’s book, Who moved the Stone? Morison,
a journalist, set out to disprove the resurrection of Jesus. But
after researching the evidence he came to the conclusion that
Jesus must have risen from the dead. It was not a myth or
something the disciples imagined; it really did happen and
this is our starting point for finding out about life after death.
The theme of resurrection has been in my thoughts a lot
recently. The 11.05 Special, the new service we introduced in
February at St. Laurence’s, with a more informal contemporary
feel, has been very well attended, and we are getting very
favourable feedback. If folk are looking for something a bit
different, why not try it?!! The 9.30am service has also seen a
new lease of life! Overall, numbers are well up!
Obviously, many are going through a ‘death’ type
experience with the current financial situation. Many will be
threatened by job, even home, losses, and this can sometimes
cause other problems to surface, as stresses increase. I have
issued new guidelines for those who do prayer ministry
and met with the team. We also have a very well organised
pastoral team for visiting and keeping a pastoral eye on
needy people. I have drawn attention to the Christian
Debt Counselling service in Shrewsbury, based above the
Illuminate Bookshop; with the law as it is those who offer
this service do have to have training and (fairly hefty!)
insurance, but I do know folk who have greatly benefited
from this. There is also a national network of Christian
helplines called Crossline for those who want to speak to
someone anonymously. I helped to set one up in Hull for
which the number is 01482 620820.
But I and others are here for anyone who has any sort of
need, indeed, I am trying to visit as many as I can to hear about
people’s needs and discern how the church can meet them.
Whilst writing, may I say progress is being made with
improvements to all three of our church buildings in the
parish.
These are all symptoms of new life! Resurrection is not
just future but is available to us now!
Richard Hill

hank God for Atheists You may not see
it on the 435, but the slogan ‘There’s
probably no God, so stop worrying
and enjoy your life’ will be there on 800 other
buses across the nation. It’s an advertising campaign aimed at
persuading people to ‘come out’ as atheists.
My immediate response is to say that I’m not worrying,
and I am enjoying life precisely because I do believe in God.
Nevertheless, I think the campaign will be good for the
nation and especially for the church.
The word ‘God’ is not a simple word with an obvious
meaning. We have to wrestle with it continuously to keep
its meaning relevant to the world we live in. Just as ‘iron
sharpens iron’ so other beliefs sharpen my own.
This campaign will challenge Christians to think
more deeply about the God they claim to believe in. Some
concepts of God are primitive, unworthy and incredible.
The outcome of my own wrestling leads me to say that:
I cannot believe in God as a Supernatural Person living
somewhere ‘up there’.
I reject a God who requires human sacrifice to appease
his anger.
I cannot believe in a God who arranges for unbelievers
to be tormented in hell for all eternity.
As far as such Gods are concerned I am an atheist.
The God I believe in is not a separate being somewhere
‘out there’. God is the Ground of all Being, in whom we ‘live
and move and have our own being.’ So whether people say
they believe in God or not, is neither here nor there. What
really matters is what people do – “by their fruits you will
know them.”
A good working definition is to say that ‘God is love’.
This is the truth that Jesus lived and died for. And if Jesus
said that prostitutes and other sinners go into the Kingdom
of God before religious fanatics, then I daresay there will also
be a place for one or two atheists!
Donald Horsfield
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he calendar, which was printed and supported
by sponsors of businesses in All Stretton, was
a complete sell out well before Christmas and
made a total of £1250.88 which was passed on to the
Church Stretton Sports and Leisure Fund. We should
like to thank all the artists who gave permission for
the reproduction of their work and all the sponsors for
responding so generously to this project. The associated
exhibition in November was also a great success, achieving
sales of the artists’ work and raising £106.00 for All
Stretton Village Hall. In addition, a thank you to Focus;
the very last copy of the calendar was sold to a subscriber
to Focus, living in Cheltenham!
Pancake Lunch
A very successful Pancake Lunch resulted in £401
being sent to the Bible society. Thanks to all who came
and donated.
The Pancake Race was won by the Fastest Rector in
the West – The Rev Richard Hill in a field of eight.

StRETTON FOCUS
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he Craven Arms branch of the RSPB
has a programme of talks and walks
throughout 2009. Events are 50p to
local group members and £2 to non-members.
8th April – ‘45 Years in the Field’, an illustrated talk by
Graham Wren. Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
7.30pm at the Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre, Craven
Arms
19th April – Wildlife walk on the Long Mynd (National
Trust). Day walk. Bring picnic. 10.00am Meet in car park
at Pole Cottage. (Grid reference: SO 413 938)
Leader: Trevor Halsey 01694-723270

All Stretton Artists’ Calendar 2009
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The Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds
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New Adult Community Courses at Church Stretton School

S

hrewsbury College of Arts and Technology is working
in partnership with Church Stretton School to offer
courses for the local community using the school’s
excellent facilities. The College is keen to compliment the
existing adult learning that takes place in Church Stretton
and the surrounding area and hopes to develop and meet the
changing and varied needs of local people.
In today’s fast paced and changing environment it can
be quite rewarding to take time out and ‘do something
for yourself ’ which is why we have put together an initial
programme to run from Easter to the end of June. The
courses are planned to run on a Wednesday or Thursday
evening for two hours per week over five or ten weeks.
Computers have become ‘the norm’ in today’s society
both at home and at work, therefore we are offering a
Computers for Beginners course, followed by a Computers
for Improvers course. Both are designed to develop basic
computing skills and your familiarity with both the
terminology and the technology. There is no previous
knowledge or experience required – just a willingness
to learn new skills and overcome any initial reservations
towards computers.
In the current economic climate any money saving
ventures can be both productive and rewarding. We have
teamed up with Shrewsbury gardener, Chris Bell, to offer
‘Kitchen Gardens – grow your own food’. This course is
held over four weeks and covers the very basics of how to
get started to grow a kitchen garden. It will provide the
basic skills and knowledge for starting to grow your own
fruit, vegetables and salads successfully. Again, no previous
gardening experience or knowledge is needed – just a
willingness to learn and develop an interest and enthusiasm
in the subject.
Looking ahead to warmer climates you may have booked
or be planning a holiday abroad. If the local language is
Spanish or Greek, we have the ideal course for you too.
We are offering both Spanish for Holidays and Greek for
Holidays. Both courses are aimed at the complete novice
and will enable you to learn enough basic vocabulary to
understand and take part in practical conversations used
on holidays such as ordering food and drink, asking for

Middle Eastern Dance Event

Last Month’s Photo

Answer in next month’s Focus

Car park meter, Lion
Meadow near chip shop

Trivia Answers

1. Hogwarts
2. Suspenders
3. The Thames
4. Pilgrims
5. Obstetrics
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Photo Quiz - Where is it?
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C

ome along to a full day of
Middle Eastern dance and
hip-hop on Saturday 4th
April, All Stretton Village Hall.
The event will include workshops
(for all levels of experience and
ages), performance and evening
party .
Workshops are from 11.00am –
4.00pm.
Performance at 7.30pm followed by
party. £5 per workshop and £5 to
see the performance.
For further information, contact:
Medea Mahdavi, tel 0117 963 3029,
e-mail medea@footwork.org
or Lucinda Lovesey, tel 01694 751739,
mobile 07957 669594, e-mail
scoflet@googlemail.com

directions and enquiries while shopping and visiting local
places of interest.
How about something musical? We are offering you
the opportunity to learn to play the flute. This magical
instrument is relatively straightforward to learn from scratch
and produces some lovely sounds as you go. This course
lasts for 10 weeks during which time you will develop your
breathing techniques to produce the correct notes and
progress to producing recognisable tunes to perform and
enjoy. Whether for personal pleasure or folk group gettogethers, you can be in perfect harmony. No prior musical
experience or knowledge is needed – just bring along your
flute.
We hope to expand our offer and develop appropriate
courses which you will support and enjoy whether for work
or pleasure. Either way your learning experience should be
fun and enjoyable.
Please see the list below for dates, course fees and times.
All courses are open to anyone aged 19 and over.
For further and more detailed information and/or to
enrol please contact Course Information at Shrewsbury
College on 01743 342333
New Adult Community Courses at Church Stretton
School:
Computing for Beginners
22nd April – 20th May 2009, cost £40.00
Wednesdays, 6.30 – 8.30pm
Computing for Improvers
3rd June – 1st July 2009, cost £40.00
Wednesdays, 6.30 – 8.30pm
Kitchen Gardens - Growing Your Own Food
29th April – 20th May 2009, cost £40.00
Wednesdays, 6.30 – 9.00pm
Spanish for Holidays
23rd April – 21st May 2009, cost £32.00
Thursdays, 6.30 – 8.30pm
Greek for Holidays
23rd April – 21st May 2009, cost £32.00
Thursdays, 6.30 – 8.30pm
Learn to Play Flute
23rd April – 2nd July 2009, cost £80.00
Thursdays, 6.30 – 8.30pm
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Stretton Climate Care
What’s the hurry?
ast year my wife and I travelled by train
to northern Spain, to join our son and his
family on a seaside holiday. As a lifelong
railway enthusiast I really enjoyed the speed,
comfort and punctuality of the French high
speed railways, and the views of the Alps as we
sped down the Rhone valley at 186 miles per
hour. It took five hours to get from the centre of
Paris to Perpignan on the Spanish border. When
the new high speed line is completed it will be
just four hours, and five to Barcelona. With
French nuclear electricity powering the trains,
the journey is carbon neutral. This is the way to
get people out of aeroplanes. As our continental
neighbours enthusiastically develop a European
network of high speed rail lines, we British dither,
grumble, and kick our railways around as an
ideological football, while rapidly expanding our
airports.
However, while I’m sure that trains are
better than aeroplanes, I’m not so sure about the
nuclear electricity. It solves one problem (carbon
emissions) but creates another (radio-active waste
lasting for centuries, with all the associated risks
of terrorism and historical and even geological
change). I know that wind and wave generation
schemes are often controversial, particularly as
to their location. If the technology changed and
wind turbines were not needed our grandchildren
would at least be able to get rid of them quickly,
whereas this would be impossible with the legacy
of nuclear waste.
Developing non-polluting ways of producing
energy is part of the answer, but the other half
of the equation is to reduce consumption. As far
as transport is concerned, speed is the key. The
laws of physics dictate that fast trains (or cars)
use up more energy than slow ones. As a student
in the 1960s I had a discussion about the most
energy-efficient form of transport, in which a
scientist friend convinced me, against my pro-rail
sympathies, that the most ecologically responsible
form of inter-city travel was a full double-decker
bus travelling at no more than 50 miles per hour.
Of course, a thousand objections spring to mind,
and I don’t want to wear a hair shirt any more
than anyone else. This simply means that the
biggest challenge of all is changing our attitudes,
habits and desires. Where have I heard that
before, and where is wisdom to be found on that
subject?
High-speed trains are the answer to shorthaul flights. But the question remains, why are
we in such a hurry? As for long-haul flights,
what’s wrong with sailing ships?
Mike Bourke
P.S. Stretton Climate Care needs Home Energy
Volunteers to do energy efficiency surveys. If you
are interested, please phone 07528 493181
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Church Stretton Good Neighbours
Lunch on Thursdays

Y

ou may not know that every Thursday a
good hot lunch is served at Windsor Place
for anyone who could enjoy a little company
once in a while.
The day starts at 10.30am with coffee and
biscuits. Then at 12.30pm, a freshly cooked
traditional meat dish is served with a wide selection of fresh vegetables
which have been bought and cooked on the day. Afterwards, there is an
old fashioned home cooked pudding and then a sit down for a cup of
tea. People start to wander home at about 2.30pm. All this just for the
cost price of £4 – amazing value.
Some of the diners have known each other for many years and
some are newcomers who like the idea of meeting new friends:
others just come for the food! This facility is organised by the Good
Neighbours group who arrange transport for those who find it difficult
to get about.
Telephone Margaret on 722407 or Betty on 723265 to find out all
about it. To arrange regular transport ring Janet on 722604.

Strettons Art Society – News

A

Figure & Portrait Drawing Workshop was held on Saturday
21st February in The Mayfair Community Centre, Church
Stretton.
The event was staged
by The Strettons
Art Society for it’s
members, the tutor
being member
Di Purser who is a
director of The Church
Stretton Art Gallery
and a retired art
teacher.
David Morgans

STRETTONS ART SOCIETY

SPRING ART EXHIBITION

Monday 20th April to Sunday 26th April
10.00am - 4.00pm each day
Carding Mill Valley National Trust Café
Watercolours, Oils, Pastels, Pottery etc
Admission Free
Please come and support our very first exhibition !
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Engaging Issues:
Explorations in Faith
and Experience

R

eligious people might wish to question
much of what people claim as the
guiding principles of their lives, and
there is much evidence today that as a culture
(including religion) we have not been careful
about the world, communities the environment
or economy. There are lots of questions about
modern culture – its restlessness, insecurity,
obsessive pursuit of growth and riches and the
aloneness of it all.
This is what we have been trying to do within
Engaging Issues and build bridges of understanding
between
community
and religion:
to open a
dialogue
and create a
space where
questioning,
doubt and
different
views are
valued and
Visit to a Sikh Gurdwara
respected.
Engaging Issues will enter its fifth year in September
and is committed as ever to adult education,
questioning the status-quo, inviting debate
and discussion and truth-seeking. We initiated
the developing Inter Faith movement in South
Shropshire, which is planning a second visit to other
faiths communities, this time to a Synagogue and
Buddhist temple, in autumn.
At our regular fortnightly evening sessions we
invite anyone to join in our explorations in what we
hope you will find a fascinating programme. Some
of the highlights are as below:-

Shopping and Retail Surveys –
Next Steps

T

he Church Stretton Area Partnership would like to thank all
those residents and traders who completed their shopping
and retail survey forms respectively in the course of
February and March. These are now being collated and analysed
by the researchers at Staffordshire University. The results of the
surveys will form the basis of dialogue with the Chamber of Trade
in late April. This will be followed by a Public Forum, to which
everyone is welcome, on Tuesday 19th May at the Silvester Horne
Institute. Dr. Rick Ball of Staffordshire University will present his
analysis of the findings from the surveys, as a prelude to an open
debate about what actions we should take, on the basis of this
intelligence, to boost the trade in the town.
Bob Welch, Chairman, Church Stretton Area Partnership

St Lawrence School News

S

chool children who share Charles Darwin’s
birthday were invited to Shrewsbury to attend a
special birthday party in his honour. Our pupil
Harry, in year 6, joined 48 other children at the event.
He wrote “The Lion Hotel was chosen as the venue
because it was the historic coaching inn where Charles
Darwin received his invitation to join Captain Fitzroy aboard HMS
Beagle. There was a wonderful birthday cake, surrounded by tortoise
shaped cup cakes. The party was filmed by the TV programme Songs
of Praise and will be aired some time in November”.
One evening in Shrewsbury sports village, our girls Under-11
team tied for second place with Harlescott School in the ESFA
County tournament. They won one match, drew another and lost
to Greenfields, the eventual winners, when they scored in the last
minute of the game. The boys Under-11 team played in the quarter
final of the same competition, drawing all three games but not
gaining enough points to reach the semi-final. Both teams played
well and with enthusiasm.
This month we had a ‘non uniform day’ when children were
able to come dressed to school in a sports outfit. We had a good
selection of sports represented including gymnastics, football, judo
and racing drivers! The initiative raised £222.20 to support our link
with Chihangu School in Tanzania. The fund now stands at over a
thousand pounds which will make a huge difference to the lives and
education of African children.
R Langford, Head Teacher
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W

ith spring well on the way Stretton
Choral Society is expecting a full house
for the concert on Saturday 9th May at
Church Stretton School.
To mark the 200th anniversary of Joseph
Haydn we are performing The Seasons. This was
Haydn’s final oratorio, completed in 1801 to cash in on the earlier
success of The Creation, and he complained it “broke my back”!
But you’d never guess that from the music, as it’s full of carefree
joy and good tunes, which the choir has thoroughly enjoyed learning.
Conducted by David Hart the performance (starting at 7.30pm)
will feature soloists Elisabeth Wingfield (soprano), John Bowen
(tenor) and Stephen Garner (bass), who act as guides on a musical
tour through the four seasons of the year. Orchestral support as
always will be by Ensemble Musicale, with Richard Silk at the piano.
Tickets at £8 (£3 children) are now on sale at Burway Books,
John Thomas Florist or from any choir member.
Pam Cole

41
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• We shall visit something of what is going on with
RE in multi-faith schools.
• How we can learn from the experience of this
recession and why ethically driven markets and
financial systems may change the world.
• We shall not forget the costs that people are
bearing in debt and unemployment, so we shall
endeavour to find models of hope.
• Lord Richard Harries will give the annual lecture
in November on ‘War and Peace’.
• The environment: Darwin will be on the agenda,
but in a new and imaginative way.
• New ways of understanding the New Testament
and who this Jesus is for our culture.
• We hope to encourage a coming together of the
differences between church traditions, and within
community, sharing in dialogue, listening and
learning with respect to each other.
Noel Beattie

Stretton Sings the Seasons!
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B

ack in January for a week or so our
television screens and newspapers had
the name of Obama writ large. The
44th President of the States of America.
No detail was overlooked, no opportunity missed to
inform, to speculate on how his administration would
approach this problem, settle that dispute and meet
challenges not even he had probably thought of. Despite the
present seismic shifts taking place in their economy the USA
remains a very powerful nation whatever yardstick one uses.
250 years ago it was Europe that was making the
headlines of the day. Two major revolutions rocked the
eighteenth century and helped to shape our modern world:
the French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution here in
these shores. Also, of course, not to be outdone the people
of America began their struggle for independence. Then just
like today, British soldiers on some other foreign field, were
losing their lives. A gravestone near North Bridge, Concord,
Massachusetts states “They came three thousand miles and
died to keep the past upon its throne, unheard beyond the
ocean tide their English Mother made her moan”. While
all these momentous events were taking place another
Englishman from Great Barr, Birmingham was said to have
marked out the United States with the hoof-marks of his
horses. Francis Asbury, like John Wesley, was an itinerant
Methodist preacher, travelling on horse-back bringing the
message of Christ to the masses.
To the so called worldly-wise, he probably seemed
unimportant and again like today, proclaiming one’s faith
and bringing God’s message aroused amusement and
contempt. However the 30th President of those same United
States, Calvin Coolidge, said of Asbury “He is entitled to
rank as one of the builders of our nation.”
Let us pray that as the people of America begin life under
a new President that they reflect on the message of Christ
that echoes down the ages from men like Francis Asbury,
and that they truly become as the words of their Pledge of
Allegiance proclaims “one nation under God”.

Church Stretton Community
Swap Shop
Second event - 5th April 2009
Church Stretton School
11.00am – 3.00 pm (revised times by request)
s reported in last month’s issue of Focus, the first
Community Swap Shop held on 18th January
attracted 80 people (including children). Items
brought in and swapped included CDs, children’s games,
bric-a-brac, a lovely baby’s crib, suitcases, lampshades,
clothes, books, curtains, household items, etc.
You can bring in any clean, usable, unwanted or
outgrown items and, if you see something on display in the
Swap Shop you want, you can take it away for FREE, but
Swap Shop items can only be accepted at Church Stretton
School and only on the morning of the Swap.
We cannot accept furniture (for the present), electrical
items, faulty or illegal goods, underwear and broken items
which are not re-usable.
The main aims of a Swap Shop are to reduce the number
of unwanted/outgrown items which could end up in landfill,
it encourages recycling and, very importantly, in these
uncertain times, Swap Shops help people to save money.
The Community Swap Shop is a not-for-profit venture
and the entrance fee of 50p covers costs. Do come to the
second Swap Shop on 5th April and judge for yourself.
Refreshments are available.
For more information contact Eileen Roberts 01694
720086

A

Show Secretary

J

ohn Bricknell, our Show Secretary, has been running our
Annual Shows since 2001 but to our great regret, now
has to give up the job because of ill health. He will
run the Summer Show on Saturday 29th August, the
Bank Holiday weekend, and we need a successor who can
learn all about the job from him this year by sharing in the
work with a view to running the show himself or herself next
hey tell me that oats are good for me and will help
year and in the future.
to reduce the amount of cholesterol in my ‘tubes’, so
The Show Secretary writes the Show booklet listing the
therefore I eat porridge every morning for breakfast!
classes, appoints judges, receives entries for the Show, allots
That is why I am sharing this information with you to make table space for each class and generally organises the Show
you as healthy as I am! Why not make these nice oat biscuits, and runs it on the day.
it’s a start!
John has a Show Committee who help him to run the
Ingredients:
Shows. He is a well organised man and has recorded details
4 oz porridge oats
of the Show Booklet and other information on computer
4 oz butter
disc and has greatly simplified the job. Taking over from
4 oz caster sugar
him you need to be computer literate but you do not need
4 oz plain flour
any particular knowledge or expertise in gardening. You
¼ oz baking powder
do not need to have lived here long because this could be
1¼ oz golden syrup
an interesting job for a newcomer and the Club and its
a pinch of bicarbonate of soda.
Committee will make you welcome.
Cream together the butter and sugar. Add the oats and the
Our Summer Shows are a well established local event
remaining dry ingredients. Mix in the golden syrup. Portion greatly appreciated by the Club and indeed by the whole
into small balls and place on a greased tin allowing room for town. If we do not find a new Show Secretary there will be
the mixture to spread. Bake in a moderate oven 180C (350F) no more Shows so this is an important matter. If you can
or Gas mark 4 for 20 minutes.
consider taking on the job please speak to John Bricknell, tel.
Makes about 20 biscuits.
01694 722515, or Mrs. Ena Hooper, member of the Show
Her Ladyship Committee, tel. 01694 724461

Oat Cookies
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Occasional Advertisements
Carys Cakes – A Cake for all Occasions.
Special Occasion coming up? Need a Cake?
Wedding, Anniversary, Christening, Birthday
Whatever the Occasion, we can supply your need.
All cakes are freshly made to order, using Locally
Sourced ingredients. Fruit or Sponge, you choose.
Gluten-free, Dairy-free, Vegan also available.
Ring Carys on 01588 640985 or 07778 397599.
caryscakes.com

Cruise Fayre
Wednesday 22 April 2009
Mayfair Community Centre 10 – 4pm
Hosted by Thomas Cook of Shrewsbury

For further information call
Stella on 07528 689636

Juniper Cottage, All Stretton.
4 Star Silver Award B & B
Enjoy a warm welcome,
Super breakfast, comfortable beds, superb views.
“From tea in the garden to our last breakfast, just wonderful.”
1 dble en-suite, 1 grnd floor dble (private shower room)

From £50-00 per room per night.
Contact: Lesley McIntyre 01694 723427
E-mail: colinmcintyre@ukonline.co.uk

Doreen Hall MA Counselling
I am a Mature and Experienced
Counsellor and Supervisor
Ring 01694 751288
to book an initial meeting

One-off spring clean or regular hours to suit

Please phone 01694 724871
or 07769 706403

Would any reader be interested in doing the job of
advertising manager for this magazine! Advertising
provides crucial revenue which keeps Stretton Focus
viable and is a valuable source of reference for services
available in the community. This has been previously
organised by Graham Young so that anyone who takes
over will have a full set of records and Graham will give
full support to anyone who may be interested. If anyone
is interested, please contact Graham Young on 724647
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Tel: 01588 672093 or mobile 07956 563430
Holiday in Quintessential Spain
Casa Tomas sleeps 4 - 6 and can be found in the
beautiful village of Canillas de Albaida which sits
at the foot of the Almijara mountains. Canillas is
just half an hour from the beach and one hour
from Malaga Airport. There are a number of
excellent bars and restaurants and an outdoor
swimming pool which is open all summer.
Prices £210 - 280 per week

Tel: 01694 720150 for more information

Simon Brown - Building Design

Plans drawn for all aspects of building. New houses,
extensions, alterations. Planning and Building Reg’s
approval.
4 Burnside Close, Craven Arms, SY7 9QW
01588 672166 07973 919554 srbjcs@btinternet.com

NORMAN JONES

REPAIRS To COOKERS, WASHERS, etc
Same Day---Next Day Service---Guaranteed Work
Tel: 07971 252069
01588 638677

PLUMBING & BATHROOMS

Call PETER FLOYD
07885 585849 mobile
PLUMBING

01694 724779 home

StRETTON FOCUS

Advertising Manager needed

Electrical Contractors
We carry out all Electrical
work, from a new socket or
light to complete rewires.
All work carried out by a qualiﬁed Electrician and
guaranteed for 6 years.
Free quotes.
Free safety inspections.
10% discount for OAPs

APRIL 2009

Stretton Cleaning Service

Run by the Richardson family from Church Stretton
We offer a reliable and friendly service that includes:
• All Plumbing and Heating tasks (including emergency)
• Bathroom reﬁts a speciality
• Oil Boiler Servicing and Repair
• Painting
• Plastering and Tiling
• Solid Fuel Installation
We liaise with you to arrange guaranteed work
dates whatever the nature of the work.
To organise a free estimate please call Vanessa
on 01743 891530. Alternatively please e-mail
homeﬁxplumbing@yahoo.co.uk
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