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Reading Group
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No meeting (Bank Holiday Week)
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Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm
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Interdenominational Communion Service
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Local clergy take turns to conduct the
service. All welcome.
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n in the Strettons in June

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

3 Friday

‘Ready Steady Cook’ Free Cookery Session

CS Country Market

Easy cooking-for-one recipes. Participants
will make a simple but delicious light lunch.
Bookings: Dawn Longmore – 722328
10.30am-12 noon Ley Gardens

Fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

3 Friday – 4 Saturday

Rhyme Time

Book Sale

CS Rotary Club and Mayfair Volunteers host
a two-day book sale, with proceeds going to
Mayfair funds.
50p admission (free for children)
10am-3pm both days, URC Hall

4 Saturday

U3A Walking Group

Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3
years. 10.30-11am CS Library

Time to Listen
Booktime for adults. Relax and enjoy
readings and poems spoken aloud.
11-12noon. CS Library

Knit & Natter

‘Exploring the Moelwyns in North Wales’
New members welcomed.
Details from Pat Holbourn-Williams:
patholbourn@hotmail.com

Sit and Knit

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

Europe – In or Out?

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30 CS Library

Eaton-under-H & Hope Bowdler WI
‘Teas for the Queen’. Afternoon tea, homemade cakes and sandwiches and produce
stall. From 2.15-4.30pm Parish Centre

British Legion Charity Quiz

Topic: ‘Peace, Stability, Security’
Last in the series of public meetings on the
Europe issue. All welcome
7.30pm Parish Centre

8 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group
Elspeth Owen:
‘Penny Brohn Cancer Care Clinic’
2.30pm Methodist Hall

‘Remi Harris Trio’ at Housmans

7.30pm CS & District Club

Contemporary Gypsy Jazz
Free entry
8pm Housmans, High St, CS

5 Sunday

Ley Gardens Mthly Sunday Lunch Club
June’s £7.50 two-course menu:
Roast pork with apple and cider gravy,
vegetables and strawberry pavlova
Contact Dawn to reserve seats: 722328
From 12.30pm Ley Gardens

6 Monday

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘The Program’ Cert 15. Tickets £4 adults,
£2 students. Refreshments, ample parking
7.30pm CS School

7 Tuesday

9 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet access
to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm CS Library

‘Amnestea’ event

C S & District Gardening Club
Outing to Fraithwen, Tregynon
Contact 720131 for information

‘Churches Together’ EU Ref. debate
Invited participants: Ludlow MP Philip Dunne,
West Midlands MEP Bill Etheridge, local
resident Martha Tryers and one further local
person.
7-9pm St Laurence’s

CS Marmaladies WI
Street Dance with Gem Sharpe
Visitors/new members welcome.
7.30pm CS& District Club

10 Friday

CS Country Market
Fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am CS Library

11 Saturday

Methodist Hall
The Methodist church is open for quiet
reflection or prayer with coffee and chat in
the hall. All welcome.
10am-12 noon

12 Sunday

British Legion Tea Dance
Tickets £3
2.30-5pm CS & DC

‘Queen’s 90th Birthday’ Civic Service
Leaders of the different Churches in the
Strettons will be taking part.
Guest speaker: the Bishop of Ludlow.
Followed by refreshments in the Parish
Centre. All welcome.
3.30pm St. Laurence’s

13 Monday

Eaton-under-H & Hope Bowdler WI
A boat trip on the River Severn and Lunch at
the Armoury

Continued on page 4

Trish and David Howard invite you to ‘Share
a Cuppa for Human Rights’
In aid of Amnesty International
2-5pm ‘Culmore’, Clive Avenue, CS

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgment.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
Stretton Focus
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Stretton and Shrops Cancer Care
Mayfair’s Chief Officer, Nicola McPherson,
will explain the role of the new Health and
Wellbeing Centre.
All welcome.
7.30pm Mayfair

14 Tuesday
Rhyme Time

Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3
years. 10.30-11am CS Library

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

Brexit - the Movie
Feature-length documentary
Free entry. Enquiries: 722209
7.30pm CS School

C S Methodist Wives and Friends
A talk about the Focus Magazine
7.30pm Methodist Hall

15 Wednesday

Marlene’s Jams and Chutneys for sale
10am-1pm Mayfair Reception

UNA Meeting ‘Peace in Our Time’
Fourth discussion in the
Series on World Issues studies on
Sustainable Development Goals
10-11.30am Mayfair

CS Methodist Network Group
‘Any Questions?’ with guest panel
2.30pm Methodist Hall

St Dunstan’s (Blind Veterans UK) Service
Church service followed by refreshments in
the Parish Centre
3.30pm St Laurence’s

Mayfair AGM
All welcome.
7pm Mayfair

16 Thursday

CS Indoor Market
Wide variety of crafts and homemade
goodies – line-up changes every month
Sandy Pearse 01694 723806
Booking forms from:
sandypearse3@hotmail.com
9am-2pm Scout Hut, CS

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

4
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What’s On continued

19 Sunday

St. Laurence’s hosts ‘New Wine’ meeting

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm CS
Library

20 Monday

Inner Wheel Club of Ch. Stretton

Ipad course for beginners

Talk by Mr and Mrs Templeton:
‘Shropshire Stories and Tales of Wales’
Drinks and canapés. Tickets: £7.50 from
Inner Wheel members or 723983
In aid of Midlands Air Ambulance
7.30pm All Stretton VH

£10 pp. Book at reception
1-3pm Mayfair

CS Area Local History Group
Canon Chris Pullin: ‘Hereford Cathedral’
2pm URC Hall

17 Friday

21 Tuesday

CS Country Market

C S & District Gardening Club

Fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Visit to Abbey Dore Court Garden
Contact 720131 for information

Pazapa Quiz with Graham Hurst

Rhyme Time

Bring your own drinks and nibbles
£5 per person, on the door
or phone 723061 to book a table
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3
years. 10.30-11am CS Library

Mothers’ Union
Garden Party
2.30pm ‘Garth’, Sandford Avenue

18 Saturday
Sit and Knit

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and wool
if you have them. 10am-12.30pm CS Library

RSPB South Shrops Local Group
Wildlife Walk at The Bog/Stiperstones Half
day walk. Picnic lunch
Leader: Trevor Halsey 07940 959303
10am Meet in car park just above the Bog
Visitor Centre (SO 357 978)

Acton Scott Village Fete
Free parking and admission
1pm-4pm Acton Scott Hall

British Legion Prize Bingo
7pm CS & DC

More Singers Summer Choral Concert
‘Seven Centuries of Secular Songs’
Tickets: £8 from Burway Books, John
Thomas Florist, or on the door.
Profits/donations to ‘Self Help Africa’
Information from Ann Etches 723266
7.30pm URC

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of Mayfair. £4 pp. 7.30pm Mayfair

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Contact No. 01694 722148
8pm til late. Ticklerton VH

Ian Parkinson will speak at the morning
services, conduct an afternoon workshop
from 4-5.30pm and speak at the evening
celebration at 6.30pm. All welcome.
(See ‘Anglican Voice’ for details)

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

All Stretton Women’s Institute
Christine King: ‘Pressed Flowers’
7.30pm All Stretton VH

22 Wednesday
P.A.C.T Surgery

10am-12noon, CS Police Station

U3A
Joan Liebrecht: ‘Living in Central Asia’
2pm URC Hall

CS Methodist Network Group
A.G.M. with Members’ Afternoon
2.30pm Methodist Hall

‘Sarah Smith Trio’ at Housmans
Gypsy Jazz. Free entry
8pm Housmans, High St, CS

23 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

continued on next page
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What’s On continued
Local & Family History Session

Knit & Natter

Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm
CS Library

23 Thursday – 26 Sunday

Church Stretton Walking Festival
Many walks to choose from, for all ages and
fitness levels. For more information or to
book your place on a walk, visit: The Outdoor
Shop:
www.theoutdoordepot.co.uk/church-stretton-walking-festival.html

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

29 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group
Summer Tea Party - ‘Bring &Share’ with
invited guests
2.30pm Methodist Hall

30 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

24 Friday

CS Country Market
Fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm
CS Library

U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am CS Library

4 Monday July

25 Saturday

Book Sale and Refreshments
For more information, please contact the
library, on 722535
Books, tea, coffee and refreshments
10am-12 noon and 2-4pm CS Library

‘Essential PC Maintenance’ Course
£10 – please book at Reception
1-3pm Mayfair

Trip to RAF Cosford
Please book with Daycare, Mayfair

Save the Children
Strawberry Tea with strawberries, cream and
scones. £4, inc tea/coffee
2.30-4.30pm URC Hall

New Focus
Distributor
needed for
Church Stretton

26 Sunday

Tour d’Arts Alive Scenic Cycle Rides
Setting out from Clun, with 3 routes to suit
your ability (28, 45, 68 miles)
Stopping at village halls along the way for
delicious cakes. More info from:
www.artsalive.co.uk Click on ‘TOUR’

27 Monday

CS Support Group - Parkinson’s UK
Nicola McPherson: ‘History and Development
of Mayfair’
2.30pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Royal Opera House Live: ‘Werther’
Benoit Jacquot’s production of Massenet’s
tragic opera. Tickets: £11 adults,
£5 students. Refreshments.
Enquiries: 722209 7pm CS School

28 Tuesday
Rhyme Time

T

he Distribution Manager
is hoping to find a new
Distributor to help the team
who deliver to your door.
The round covers Essex Road,
Ascot Close and Ley Gardens.
The current Distributor for this
round has looked after it for very
many years and richly deserves a
well-earned rest.
The new Distributor would,
of course, receive a free copy of the
magazine each month.
Please contact Richard Carter
on 724106 if you can help.

Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3
years. 10.30-11am CS Library

Stretton Focus
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A

musical Odyssey through the
roots of Greek music by
Rembetiko Carnival
The final event in this season’s
Shropshire Music Trust season takes
place on Saturday 18th June, 7.30pm
at Concord College, Acton Burnell.
‘Rembetiko Carnival’ is a musical
Odyssey through the roots of Greek
music, and is a specially arranged
one-off event in Shropshire as part of
the national Festival of Greek music
called ‘Rembetiko Carnival’ taking
place in the UK. The concert features
the popular group ‘Plastikes Karekles’
with their lead female singer Marina
Deligianni, and for this evening, they
are joined by one of the most famous
singers from Greece, Gerasimos
Andreatos, as their guest male singer.
Director of Shropshire Music
Trust, Kate Hogwood said: “With
the kind of musical energy and
stage presence that will make for a
unique and memorable evening, this
concert pays homage to Greece’s most
loved musical style ‘Rembetiko’ (aka
the Greek Blues). In the interval,
traditional Greek food and wine will
be served (included in your ticket),
and there will be an exhibition of
traditional instruments to try, or
even buy, made by one of Greece’s
greatest makers, Christos Spourdalakis.
The band ‘Plastikes Karekles’
(‘Plastic Chairs’) are all consummate
musicians who have been attracting
an enthusiastic press following
appearances in international concert
halls and festivals, whilst still retaining
the vibe of their early days in street
corner restaurant gigs”.
Pre-concert Greek Dancing
Workshop 6.30pm to 7.00pm;
booking is not required, just come
along.
Tickets available online from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/smt or by
phone, post and in person from
Windband, 9 Greyfriars Road,
Shrewsbury SY3 7EN, 01743 367482,
email info@windband.co.uk
Full details
www.shropshiremusictrust.co.uk.
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W

ith the 2016 Church Stretton Walking Festival
fast approaching and several walks already having
sold out, there is no time to waste, get booked on
a walk today!
Kicking off the four day walking extravaganza is the
Pole Bank Classic, a walk taking in one of the area’s classic
walks reaching the summit at 1600ft above sea level to
take in the 360 degree panoramic views. This 10 mile walk
should take approximately four to five hours and departs
from the Square at 9.30 am.
The Pike is a six mile walk taking a lesser known route
over the Long Mynd down Batch Valley and into Cwm
Dale, leaving at 10am from Cardingmill Valley on 23rd
June.
Also on Thursday 23rd is the Geology Walk which is a
shorter three to four mile walk over challenging hilly terrain
taking in the incredibly diverse range of geological features
of The Long Mynd. Shropshire is regarded as the Geological
Capital of Britain with Church Stretton as the jewel in the
crown. The walk leaves Cardingmill Valley at 10.30 am.
One of last year’s most popular walks is back again this
year meeting at 8.30pm in Cardingmill Valley for the night
time Stars in your Skies Walk (sorry, it has already sold
out). A magical two mile walk taking in the night skies.
The Sky Line Walk on 24th June is a challenging
18 mile walk designed for the walking enthusiast taking
in plenty of ascent and challenging terrain. We give it a
difficulty rating of five out of five, but it is a ‘must do’ for
the fittest among us. We leave Cardingmill Valley at 8.30am
on Friday 24th June.

6
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Also on Friday is the Landscape Photography
Walk, a short but strenuous walk for all levels of amateur
photographers lead by local photography expert Geoff
Taylor, leaving Hope Bowdler village Hall at 10am.
If you like your walks to take in a country pub, we have
walks to two of the best, choose between the 12 mile walk
taking in The Bridges or the nine mile route to The Royal
Oak at Cardington. Both offer a great pint during a well
earned break.
For families we have various walks of interest including
Little Trekkers on Sunday 26th which is for children
age 4-9 and is a gentle stroll through Cardingmill Valley.
We are also running a Woodland Toddle this year from
10-10.45am on Thursday 23rd June in Rectory Wood - this
event is free of charge and a great chance to let the little
ones run free! Not wishing to leave the smallest of babes out
we have a Buggies and Babies Walk which is a gentle 60
minute walk with buggies through Cardingmill Valley.
We hope we have something for everyone. Please visit
our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/ChurchStretton-Walking-Festival-2016-757983534315681/
timeline?ref=page_internal or Google ‘Church Stretton
Walking Festival’) for more information on the full itinerary
and further information. Booking for all walks, talks and
events must be made on line at
www.theoutdoordepot.co.uk to avoid disappointment.
New for this 2016: Four Hills Challenge. We have
teamed up with Telford & East Shropshire Ramblers for
an amazing walk around the lesser known hills and batches
surrounding the Hope Bowdler, Willstone, Middle and
Cardington Hills. This is a varied walk on hills, across
farmland fields and along wooded valley edges with
lovely distant views of the surrounding major Shropshire
landmarks, including Wenlock Edge, Caer Caradoc and the
Long Mynd. At only 12 km (eight miles) and a moderate
465m (1525 ft) undulating ascent and descent, this walk is
a good alternative the Stretton 3 Peaks Challenge which is
now SOLD OUT.

T

U3A Walking Group

he new 2016 programme for the U3A Walking
Group includes mountain rambles in North
Wales, local walks and a history walk around
Shrewsbury in December.
Every month a group member plans and leads a
walk. If the walk is local it lasts approximately 8 to 12
miles. Mountain walks may vary depending on the route.
During the winter months the walk may concentrate on
a subject such as history, making a varied and exciting
programme.
The June walk, Saturday 4th, is ‘Exploring The
Moelwyns in North Wales’, taking full advantage of the
summer. The July walk (Wednesday 6th July) is another
delightful mountain walk ‘Watkin Path, Snowdon’.
Our walks take place on the first alternate
Wednesday or Saturday in the month. We welcome new
members. Please contact Pat Holbourn-Williams, email
patholbourn@hotmail.com for further details and a full
programme.

June 2016
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Arts Festival Free Concerts
Free concerts at the 50th Arts Festival
nce again the Arts Festival is offering six free coffee
concerts and three free organ recitals this year.
These have gradually become not just excellent
musical events, but offer an opportunity to talk to other
festival-goers and to purchase tickets for future events – the
nearest thing Church Stretton has to a ‘Festival Centre’. So
come and support them and be part of the festival scene!
Coffee concerts
These take place Monday – Saturday in St Laurence’s
Church during the first week of the festival, 1st-6th August.
Concerts begin at 10.15am and end at 11.00am after
which Berry’s Coffee House will provide coffee, tea and
home-made biscuits in the church (proceeds to Mayfair
Community Centre). Most of the coffee concert performers
are local, thus maintaining a link with the roots of this
festival 50 years ago.
The week begins with eight cellists – quite an
achievement to get so many of this rare breed together
in one building at the same time! Festival patrons will
remember Cellophony, a nationally-known cello octet,
which played to an enthusiastic audience in 2014. Now we
have our own! Tuesday features piano duets played by
Gill Styles and Richard Walker; quite apart from the quality
of the music to be heard, we are hiring a gorgeous Steinway
this year for our church concerts – so that is something
else not to be missed. Wednesday sees a return of baritone
Paul Moocroft with pianist John Jenkin. Paul has sung for
us before – but he is also known as a soloist for local choral
societies, including our own. On Thursday, pianist
Daniel Gordon makes his debut visit to Church Stretton
and Friday is to be a recital of music for flute and piano
with Chris Lacey and Richard Silk. We end with a lighter
event: the Shropshire Strummers will entertain us, and
expect audience participation too!

O

programmes, including some ‘standard’
organ music, together with orchestral
arrangements and usually some popular
items.
On Monday Richard Walker will
play at Little Stretton Church, followed by Timothy Morris
on Wednesday at St Laurence’s. This is a happy coincidence
of dates, since 10th August is the feast day of St Laurence,
and Timothy’s programme will make some reference to the
Saints – although there doesn’t seem to be a lot of music
specifically concerned with St Laurence!
St Laurence’s
organ is not only a
fine instrument in its
own right, but also
of historic interest.
It is virtually
unchanged since
Rev’d Gore Ouseley,
Precentor of
Hereford Cathedral
and founder of St
Michael’s College
Tenbury, designed
and then opened
it in 1883. The
final recital is on
Friday, when Allan
Walker plays at Little
Stretton.
At Little Stretton
on Monday and
Friday, the Ragleth
Inn will open at
around 11.00am
St Laurence’s organ
for refreshments, and
both the Ragleth Inn and the Green Dragon are open for
lunch after the recitals.
Watch out for the usual horizontal-format flyers which
will appear early in July, and which will have full details.
Details may also be found on the festival website
www.strettonfestival.org.uk

Trivia Corner No 151
by Ken Willis
1. What is the traditional dessert on Thanksgiving
Day in the USA?
2. Which English sausage comes in a coil?
3. The production of Lymeswold ceased in 1992.
What was Lymeswold?
Gill Styles and Richard Walker
Organ recitals
Three 45-minute organ recitals will be given at noon on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday in the second week of the
festival – 8th, 10th and 12th August. These will be mixed

Stretton Focus
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4. What is partially cooking a pastry base before
adding the filling called?
5. What can be a cafeteria or a flask for carrying water?

7
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Flicks in the Sticks
Church Stretton
Church Stretton School, Monday 6th June, 7.30 pm
– The Program (15). Tickets £4 adults; £2 students.
This latest film from veteran British director Stephen
Frears (The Queen) dramatises the war of attrition
between an Irish sports journalist and seven times Tour

de France winner Lance Armstrong. Journalist David
Walsh was one of a small group prepared to ask awkward
questions about Armstrong’s seemingly superhuman
feats, after the American cyclist fought back from lifethreatening cancer to win the 1999 Tour de France. So
began a 13-year battle to reveal the truth that finally
came to light in October 2012. Starring Ben Foster,
Chris O’Dowd and Guillaume Canet.
Ample parking. Refreshments. Enquiries 01694 724330.

Royal Opera House Live
Church Stretton School, Monday 27th June, 7pm –
Werther £11 adults; £5 students.

Benoît Jacquot’s production of Massenet’s tragic
opera explores the conflict between duty and our
most passionate desires. Joyce DiDonato and Vittorio
Grigolo lead the cast, with Antonio Pappano in the pit.
Ample parking. Refreshments. Enquiries 01694
722209.

Methodist Voice
Notice on an Indian Railway Station
owards the end of a recent trip to India I
visited Amritsar in the Punjab, the home of
the Golden Temple, the spiritual centre of
Sikhism, the world’s fifth largest religion. The founder
of Sikhism, Guru Nanak, considered that no one
should be expected to go hungry when visiting a Sikh
temple to meditate and worship and so instigated a
‘free kitchen’ system where anyone could be fed no
matter what caste, creed or religion. My wife and I
were offered a meal, which is considered to be a holy
sacrament and we were told that here in Amritsar they
regularly feed up to 100,000 people on a daily basis.
By taking part in the running of the langar (kitchen),
whether rolling chapattis, serving Prasad (blessed
food) or washing dishes, Sikhs believe this self-sacrifice
for the common good will help do away with ego
and provide oneself with a sense of humility. It was
a wonder to behold: huge cauldrons bubbling away,
scores of chapattis cooking, hundreds sitting cross–
legged eating and the washing up as well!
Obviously being in India we encountered people
of the other faiths, Hindus, Moslems, Buddhists, Jains,

T
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etc, but on Easter Sunday we did manage
to attend part of the morning service at the
Anglican church in Shimla, the hill station
that was the summer capital of the British Raj and
is now the capital of the Indian State of Himachel
Pradesh. On our way up to Shimla in one of the
famous Indian ‘Toy’ trains, we stopped at Barog, way
up in the pine clad hills and there on the railway station
was a prominent notice which had obviously been there
for many years stating: ‘The Allah of Islam is the same
as the God of Christians and the Ishwar of Hindus’.
My Dad had a saying, when endeavouring to
explain his belief, that God answers prayer: “If
he doesn’t come, he sends”. So despite sharing a
monotheistic doctrine with our friends worshipping
in their mosques and temples, as Christians we believe
that God did ‘send’, he stepped out at Bethlehem. Here
is the glorious truth of it: ‘The Word became flesh and
dwelt amongst us...’.
There is much to admire about the devotion and
self-sacrifice shown by folk who do not share our vision
of God. If only we could get near to being more like
Christ, I am sure they would.
June 2016
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Anglican Voice
Queen’s 90th Birthday
here will be a civic service at St
Laurence’s at 3.30pm (note later time
than on some previous information) on Sunday
12th June to which all are welcome. Three local people will
be interviewed about serving the community, leaders of
the different churches in the Strettons will be taking part,
and the Bishop of Ludlow, the Rt Rev’d Alistair Magowan,
will be the guest preacher. The service will be followed by
refreshments in the Parish Centre, where we invite people to
display any photos of them meeting the Queen! Copies of
the book The Servant Queen are being made available, price
£1. Any queries to me on 722585.

Ley Gardens
Sunday Lunch
will be on
Sunday 5th June

T

St Dunstan’s Service
We have been asked to put on a service for St Dunstan’s, now
‘Blind Veterans UK’, on Wednesday 15th June at 3.30pm.
The service will take the form of the previous one (last year)
and will be followed by refreshments in the Parish Centre.
Compassion
Compassion is an organisation through which children in
Third World countries are sponsored and those sponsoring
promise both to give a regular amount and pray for and
take an interest in the child they sponsor. Our Children’s
groups support a girl called Soma in Bangladesh and we will
be hearing about her and the work of Compassion at both
main morning services at St Laurence’s on Sunday June 5th,
the 11.05 service being an all-age service when the children
stay in throughout.
Chocolate Box
St. Laurence’s has taken on a new Mission partner in the
north of England called Chocolate Box, working with victims
of domestic violence and other needs. A speaker from there
will be coming to both main morning services on June 26th.
Shropshire Prayer Breakfast
Local civic and church leaders will be gathering at the Lord
Hill Hotel on Saturday 3rd July at 8.30am for the annual
Shropshire Prayer Breakfast. Celia Bowring from Care will
be the keynote speaker with the theme ‘Releasing Blessing’.
Further details on www.shropshirehope.co.uk or from me.
New Wine
St Laurence’s is hosting the summer regional meeting of
New Wine. Ian Parkinson, until recently the vicar of Marple
and northern area overseer for New Wine, will speak at both
main morning services on Sunday, 19th June, conduct an
afternoon workshop on ‘Re-igniting the local church’ from
4-5.30pm in the Parish Centre, and speak at the evening
celebration at 6.30pm. Our musicians will lead a period of
worship and there will also be an opportunity for prayer for
any sort of need. Ian is the author of Re-Ignite, bringing
new life to the local church, copies of which we can obtain,
and is currently responsible for developing leaders with the
Church Pastoral Aid Society. I also played a lot of cricket
with Ian so I am looking forward to his coming! All are
welcome at any of these events.
Richard Hill
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We will be serving herb-studded roast loin of pork with
apple and cider gravy, selection of vegetables followed by
Strawberry Pavlova.
Cost is £7.50
Booking is essential, contact Dawn Longmore on
722328 to reserve your seat or for more information.

Ready Steady Cook
Ley Gardens, Church Stretton, on Tuesday 7th June from
10.30am to 12 midday.
free cookery session is taking place at Ley Gardens
that promises to be a fun, hands-on learning
experience with very tasty results.
As part of their ‘Ready Steady Cook’ community project,
Grow Cook Learn, a local charity whose home is the
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre is inviting people of
all abilities in the Church Stretton area to get cooking.
The project has been funded by the Shropshire Housing
Association.
Widowers will be especially welcome to this friendly,
relaxed session with cookery trainer Milly Rees. Participants
will make a simple but delicious light lunch so that they will
be confident making themselves a healthy meal in minutes.
Dawn Longmore, Housing Support Officer at Ley
Gardens Sheltered Housing, has identified the session as an
opportunity for people to socialise while discovering some
easy recipes for healthy cooking for one. It is open not only
to residents of Ley Gardens but also to anyone in the area
who feels they will benefit from this opportunity.
Please book your place now by contacting Dawn Longmore
on 01694 722328.

A

Know Your Local History
Where is it?

Answer on page 42
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Rushbury School Kitchen

Men’s Breakfast

T

he Rotary Club of Church Stretton is pleased to
support Rushbury CE Primary School, in a small
but significant way by providing a stainless steel
workbench for food preparation, for their project to convert
an old Victorian outbuilding into a kitchen allowing, for the
first time in more than 190 years, school meals to be cooked
on site.
Youngsters at Rushbury CE Primary School are now
enjoying nutritious, locally produced meals cooked on site,
and all as a result of an innovative project that turned a
problem into an opportunity.
Previously the school had relied on importing meals
from Church Stretton. Changes to funding made it
expensive to continue with this arrangement so the head
teacher, Mrs Diane Pye, and the school governors came up
with the idea to convert the Victorian outbuilding into a
well-equipped kitchen.
Meals are prepared using locally sourced produce.
Indeed, many vegetables come from the school’s own
kitchen garden which is tended by the children. The whole
project has brought huge benefits. Children learn how to
grow crops and then see and taste the benefits of using the
produce.
But the story doesn’t end there.
Not only does the school now have its own selfcontained modern kitchen, which provides a daily hot meal
to the hungry youngsters at Rushbury, the facility is rented
out to a new local business, Shropshire Weddings and
Events, which is going from strength to strength as a caterer
for weddings and events.
This has been hard work and required a great deal of
determination from school leaders and local fund raising,
but the results are worth it. This is a real success story that
has not only improved the quality of food available to the
children but has helped to support a local business.

In the photograph on left: Diane Pye, Head Teacher, right:
Colin McIntyre, President Rotary Club of Church Stretton,
middle: Stephen Ginley, Chef, Shropshire Weddings and Events,
with children from Rushbury CE Primary School.
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Saturday 16th July
at 7.30am in the Parish Centre
Guest speaker: Tom Oakley
‘How Africa Changed Me’
My Surprising Journey

All Men, Sons and Nephews Welcome
Free Admission
Come Enjoy a Full English Breakfast
and Hear a Great Testimony
Details from John Hughes Tel 722582

Recipe of the Month
Mrs Beeton’s Rice Pudding
he good old rice pudding seems to be back in favour
again, even being served in some of the very posh
restaurants. I consulted a Mrs. Beeton cookery book
dated 1961...

T

- 4 oz rice grain
- 2 pints of milk
- 3 oz sugar
- 1/2 oz of finely shredded suet or butter ( optional)
- grated nutmeg or other flavouring.
Grease a pie-dish with butter, wash the grain and put it in
the pie-dish with the milk. Leave to stand for about half
an hour. Add the sugar. Flake the fat on to the top and add
any flavouring required. Bake slowly (310F/150C/Gas2)
until the pudding is brown on top and of a thick creamy
consistency.
Serves 6. Cooking time about 2.1/2 hours.
(The old way is sometimes the best.)
“Her Ladyship”

June 2016
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Cricketers playing their part in the community

or Church Stretton’s cricketers, the game is about much more
than sport. A year ago, the Cricket Club members decided
to write down the values that meant the most to them as a
local club. This led to discussions both internally and with other
sports and education organisations in the town, and a shortlist of
values was drawn up for a membership vote.
The core values turned out to be, in no particular order:
coaching, developing together, teamwork, community
consciousness and being honourable in everything. These have
contributed to a strong sense of purpose at the club, reflected in
excellent wins in the first two games of the season.
Strong links with Church Stretton School and new sponsorship
have seen the club grow in numbers and ambition, with the
senior team playing in the County’s league division two, a Sunday
friendlies XI and a junior team playing midweek.
Coaching
On dark winter evenings, practice for cricketers of all ages at
the town’s leisure centre in Shrewsbury Road paved the way for
this season’s early successes. They also marked the introduction
of a new coach, sponsored by Wood’s Brewery of Wistanstow,
home of the famous Shropshire Lad beer. Leading player and
Church Stretton School old boy, Saif Khalid, joined fellow coach
Barrie Sheldon and the school’s head of PE, Tom Ward, to help
enthusiastic youngsters to learn the ropes and also impart some
helpful tips to the club’s seniors.
Wood’s managing director Edward Wood handed over a
cheque that pays for Saif to embark on a two-month Shropshire
Cricket Board level two coaching course and since then, the allrounder has been a regular at the indoor nets showing youngsters
how to improve their game.
Developing
The club has always nurtured young talent and this year is no
exception. Tom Ward, the head of PE at Church Stretton School,
sits on the club’s committee and over the years several youngsters
have come through the junior ranks to play for the senior side.
Several of them hold key positions at the club to offer their
enthusiasm and ideas for future development.

On the front foot – back row L-R Edward Wood, MD of Wood’s
Brewery; Tom Ward of Church Stretton School; new coach Saif Khalid
and retiring coach Barrie Sheldon. Front row L-R Peter Woodcock,
Freddie Norval, Harry Perks, Alex Caden and George Wilson.

Stretton Focus

56 month June 2016 mag.indd 11

June 2016

Teamwork
This year, there is a stronger-than-ever bond
within the club and the various teams to share the
work of preparing the ground for matches, making
refreshments for visiting sides, working within
the community and making visitors and sponsors
welcome on match days.
The sponsors for this season are Church Stretton
Round Table, accountants Dyke Yaxley, Shropshire
Building Supplies, Stretton Focus, Wood’s Brewery
and Wright’s Estate Agents. Shropshire Council’s
Strettondale Local Joint Committee has also donated
money for new kit for the junior teams.
Community
A fine example of the club’s involvement in the
Stretton community came when teenager Gabriel
“Diddy” Williams and other club members attended
the Church Stretton Council assembly entitled
“Shaping Our Future Together”. Gabriel won the
hearts of assembled dignitaries and the public alike
when he was interviewed about his love of cricket
and was cheered and applauded when his selection
for the Shropshire County Under 17s cricket squad
was announced.
A pupil at Church Stretton School, Gabriel
is a regular player for the club at both junior and
senior level. He was interviewed by Rt Revd Michael
Bourke, retired Bishop of Wolverhampton, a leading
light in many local voluntary organisations including
Stretton Climate Care and the Church of England.

Gabriel “Diddy” Williams is pictured with Rt Revd
Michael Bourke, organiser of the council’s Annual
Assembly.
Honourable
The club began its 2016 campaign in victorious
fashion with convincing wins over Iscoyd and Fenn’s
Bank (Whitchurch) and Shrewsbury III in Division
Two. Both games were played in “a great spirit”
with handshakes all round and sporting camaraderie
during and after the match.
continued on next page
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Cricketers, continued

“It’s what we stand for,” said club captain Peter Lee. “So
often modern cricket can be over-competitive and while
we always want to win, we want to do so fairly and always
extend a warm welcome to visiting teams. This value is also
a guiding principle in helping to develop the experience of
the many young players in our care.”
Anyone wanting to be part of the cricket adventure
should contact Peter Lee on 07827 444694, email
peterlee.4617@gmail.com, or visit “Church Stretton Cricket
Club” on Facebook.

Church Stretton CC senior line-up for the first home match
– front row L-R Ed Groom, Dan Watts, Peter Lee (captain),
Saif Khalid, Andrew Chapman; back row L-R treasurer Brian
Underhill, Todd Cornehls, Rob Whittall, Andrew Lockett,
Keith Yapp, Charlie Reece and umpire Malcolm Dixon.
Alistair Forrest
Tel: 01588 650914 / 07969 053393

Nathan Fights On

Celebrate the Queen’s Birthday
with Scrappies

S

crappies intend to join in all the fun during the
Queen’s birthday celebratory weekend 10th-12th June
with a competition open to all.

Make a collage of the Queen’s face using at least three
different types of materials (all available at Scrappies). There
will be prizes for different age bands with judging and
exhibition at the Store on Saturday 11th June. Please see the
website for all details or call in at the Store.
Don’t forget our usual Children’s Summer Holiday
workshops during August (limited spaces so sign up early).
We continue to enjoy our new premises on Beaumont
Road. stop by for a visit on a Friday now that we have
extended our opening hours.
Scrappies Team
www.scrappies.org

S

trettons charity boxer Nathan Jones (Focus, January,
March and May 2016), here in blue, only started
boxing in November 2015 as a rather daunting way of
raising money for charity and following in his grandfather’s
footsteps. Now, remarkably, after repeated successes n
the ring, he has been offered the opportunity to make his
debut as a full semi-professional in a heavyweight title belt
eliminator fight at the Lord Hill Hotel in Shrewsbury on
4th June. Join him there, follow him on Facebook, contact
him at nathanjjones1@hotmail.co.uk or on 07841 026272,
and add to his fantastic £3500 charity haul at http://www.
justgiving.com/Nathan-Jones28.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

16

56 month June 2016 mag.indd 12

Trivia Answers
Pumpkin pie
Cumberland sausage
Cheese
Blind baking
Canteen
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United Nations
Association

Shropshire Branch (Church Stretton)
www.unashropshire.org.uk
Report

O

n Wednesday 20th April we held the third meeting
on the UN Sustainable Development Goals at
the Mayfair Centre. This meeting focused on
Sustainable Development Goal No.2, which is to end
hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition
and promote sustainable agriculture. 16 participants were
welcomed at 10am. After a brief introduction, the group
split into four to focus on four of the sub-themes of the
Goal.
After one hour of discussion, the groups each produced
summaries on these sub-themes:
The first sub-theme was to address hunger in all its
forms and to look at the provision of year-round access
to food for all. Key findings here were the need to make
adjustments for climate change; the need for the richer
countries to reduce meat consumption; the inability of
some countries to feed themselves; better education and
understanding about inequality; and a recognition that
migration is a major problem today.
The second sub-theme on malnutrition was partly
addressed by the facilitators, who came up with the
following points and questions: The challenge is those who
are malnourished now; there are increases in population
forecast from 7.4 billion to over nine billion in 2030;
food preferences are changing rapidly and obesity is
also a growing problem; we need to know who are the
malnourished in Shropshire and why; is education a major
cause of these problems?
The third group tackled the complexity of trying
to raise the productivity of small scale food production,
particularly among women producers, and their need to
have access to the means to enable them to do this. The
main outputs were the importance of communication at all
levels; women are the important producers; what forms of
aid and trade are really appropriate? investment, marketing,
training and climate change were all important influencers
on these processes.
The fourth group looked at sustainable food
production systems and the measures that were needed
to generate these. Key outputs were the importance of
addressing land degradation; the key role of governments;
inter-generational responsibility; people as guardians of
the earth; challenging the status quo; the need to practise
what we preach; the use of local and scientific knowledge;
learning from past mistakes; and creating a structured
forward plan.
The fifth group addressed the difficult issue of how to
maintain biodiversity of plant, tree and livestock resources.
Their outputs included the need to challenge the power and
influence of the multinationals; do GMOs have any place
in the future? the crucial need to maintain many approaches
to diversity; who decides on alternative strategies; do trade
arrangements affect this issue adversely?
In a final plenary session we agreed that the increase
in the number of UNA goals and targets presented some
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very challenging problems and the need for us to be
better informed on a significant number of emerging
issues. We agreed that monitoring of change is useful but
this has dropped off the agenda recently. We need to get
beyond talking to each other and take constructive action.
Partnerships of people of all ages and institutions will be
necessary and a forward-looking, long-term strategy will be
necessary to address many of these issues.
David Gibbon and Mike Carter.

Peace in Our Time
The fourth in the series of studies on the Sustainable
Development Goals will be on Wednesday 15th June at
Mayfair from 10am to 11.30am.

Europe:
The Issues
Last in the series of public meetings/discussions
(convened under the auspices of the United Nations
Association)
Europe – In or Out?
• Fed up with propaganda?
• Unsure about the issues?
• Wondering about the bigger picture?
• Looking for a balanced appraisal?
Tuesday 7th June
7.30 p.m. at the Parish Centre
(Topic – Peace, Stability, Security)

Preparing for the EU
Referendum on 23rd June
Churches Together in the Strettons (all five Churches)
are offering our one-evening contribution on Thursday
9th June, 7-9pm in St Laurence’s Church.
Helped by a discerning Chair, our aim will be:
• to tease out some relevant facts;
• to hear some personal convictions;
• to show how to disagree – sensibly;
• to include some questions ‘from the floor’ – answers
time-limited;
• to encourage us to take the issues seriously – then to
vote.
To this end, we have invited:
• Philip Dunne (our Ludlow MP) – Conservative and
for remaining IN;
• Bill Etheridge (MEP for West Midlands) – UKIP
and for getting OUT;
• Martha Tryers – a local person, much travelled and
experienced in many things ‘legal’: she’s for OUT;
• Plus one further local person for staying ‘IN’. Come
and find out who!
Remember – 9th June !
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Police Report
Church Stretton & Craven Arms Safer Neighbourhood
Team:
P.S 1396 Adrian WOOLLEY
P.C 1357 Damon PRESTON
PCSO 6064 Lisa THOMAS
PCSO 6417 David BARON
PCSO 40002 Julia ST JOHN-MARTIN
You can contact us in the following ways:
Emergency:
999
Non emergency: 101
Email: csca.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
Web site:
www.westmercia.police.uk
Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
Crime Reported for Church Stretton Police Area
1st April 2016–30th April 2016
Burglary Dwelling (Wall Under Heywood)
1 Crime
Assault (Shrewsbury Road, Church Stretton)
1 Crime
Interference With Motor Vehicle (Ludlow Road) 1 Crime
Theft (Little Stretton)				
1 Crime
Arson (Shrewsbury Road)			
1 Crime
Malicious Communication (Church Stretton)
1 Crime
Top Tips for a Safer Garden
- Gates, fences and walls should be kept in good repair to
stop intruders getting in
- Grow prickly plants close to vulnerable areas such as
windows, fences, boundary walls and drainpipes
- Don’t leave expensive equipment like garden tools, mowers,
mountain bikes and power tools in the shed
- If you have nowhere else to store valuable equipment, take
measures to secure your shed
- Don’t leave ladders and tools lying around in your garden –
these could be used to break into your home
- Mark your garden tools and equipment with your postcode

Catholic Voice
Religious Art
s a young artist I was inspired by a visit to the Mark
Rothko room in the old Tate Gallery in
1970. The room, intentionally dimly lit, contained
eight paintings, ethereal and drenched with colour and
luminosity. The first hand experience of the substance of
oil paint was the key. Paint is a medium which can express
so many layers of representation, and as in life, nothing is
contained within definite lines. The way we see is defined by
so much more, and images are constantly moving with the
movement of our eyes. Oil paint in the hands of a master,
can emulate this perception of our world, and spill over into
portraying our dreams and visions. Rothko’s paintings are
almost totally abstract, but contemplative and deeply spiritual.
Here Rothko was working within the Jewish tradition of
non-representational art, but the ‘message’ of these paintings is
deeply affecting.
In the Renaissance, artists were commissioned by wealthy
patrons from the clergy and the aristocracy. This desire to
enhance both their spiritual and worldly reputations was
linked to the need to give to a largely illiterate congregation
an aid to worship, understanding and contemplation. Few
people understood Latin, therefore visual clues were necessary.
After the Reformation, and the Council of Trent, a cessation
of hostilities in the Netherlands between the Protestant North

A
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Julia St.John-Martin
PCSO 40002
Church Stretton & Craven Arms Safer Neighbourhood
and Catholic South led to churches in prosperous Antwerp
being filled with paintings portraying Catholic doctrine using
literal means.
One such painting is “The Elevation of the Cross” by
Peter Paul Rubens. This huge 15x11 metre triptych, originally
for the Church of St. Walburga, is now in Antwerp Cathedral.
It is a gorgeous oil painting inspired by the muscular painting
of Michaelangelo, the Baroque realism of Caravaggio and
colour of Titian, artists whose work Rubens had encountered
in Rome. Everything is happening in a shallow unrealistic
picture space that is almost tipping the figures out into
the church. Rubens depicted not only the crucifixion but,
upholding the decision of the Council of Trent, it reinforced
in literal terms the message of the ritual of the Eucharist,
with which Protestants disagreed. Thus a corporeal Christ is
portrayed with muscle and sinew, copiously bleeding from
his wounds. In its original setting, above the painting was a
depiction of God the Father, to whom Jesus’ gaze is directed,
and finally, the image of a pelican which symbolised the
Eucharist. In Medieval tradition the pelican pecked its breast
so as to feed its young with its own blood. The message would
have been clear to the congregation.
In my own painting, the main components are a
combination of the symbolic and the literal, often in a
picture plane with little depth, and I try to make explicit my
intentions through the use of images and dense colour.
Marilyn Johns
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From the Primary School
Queeny Capers
ith our reigning monarch turning 90 years of age,
I decided to ask our youngest pupils (aged 4 and
5) the following question:
“What do you think Queen Elizabeth enjoys doing
most?”
There were the predictable answers of “walking her
corgis”, “visiting other countries” and “riding her horse”.
Then there were these gems:
“she likes colouring”
“cooking pasta”
“throwing a ball”
“playing with play dough”
“looking out of the window”
“killing bad guys”
“wearing beautiful shoes”
“silver!”
“telling the knights to kill the dragons”
“pirate games”
“singing”
And the jewel in the crown: “The queen likes belly
dancing”. Three pupils gave this as the answer. Maybe they
are right – something keeps her in great shape!
Alan Brannen, Headteacher
St Lawrence CofE Primary School

W

Queen’s 90th Birthday

T

here will be a civic service at St Laurence’s at
3.30pm (note later time) on Sunday 12th June
to which all are welcome. Three local people will
be interviewed about serving the community, leaders
of the different churches in the Strettons will be taking
part, and the Bishop of Ludlow, the Right Rev’d Alistair
Magowan, will be the guest preacher. The service will be
followed by refreshments in the Parish Centre, where we
invite people to display any photos of them meeting the
Queen!
Further details nearer the time. Copies of the book
The Servant Queen are being made available. Any queries
to Rev’d Richard Hill on 01694 722585.
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URC Voice
Would you rather be the carrot, the egg, or the coffee bean?
young woman went to her mother and told her that
she didn’t know how to cope with her life. It seemed
to be one huge struggle after another bringing up
her family.
Her mother took her into the kitchen and filled three
pots with water. In the first she put carrots, in the second
eggs and the third coffee beans. She let the pots boil for
about twenty minutes. Then she took the carrots and eggs
and placed them in separate bowls and ladled the coffee
into a third. She then asked her daughter what she could
see. “Carrots, eggs and coffee,” she replied. Her mother
then asked her daughter to feel the carrots and she found
that they were soft. She then asked her to break one of
the eggs. She pulled off the shell and felt that it was hardboiled. Finally her mother asked her daughter to sip the
coffee and taste its rich aroma.
The daughter wanted to know the point of the exercise.
Her mother explained that each of the objects had faced
the same adversity, similarly to human beings in their life.
The carrot went in strong and hard but the boiling water
softened it and it became weak. The egg had been fragile, its
thin outer shell protecting its liquid interior, but the boiling
water hardened its inside. The ground coffee beans were
unique because once they were in the boiling water they
changed it into delightful coffee.
The question now is: Which are you?
Are you a carrot? When faced with adversity do you
become weak and lose your patience and strength? Are you
like the egg which looks the same on the outside but is hard
inside?
Or are you like the coffee bean which actually changes
the nature of the hot water, i.e. the very circumstances
that bring the pain? When the water gets hot it releases the
fragrance and flavour. If you are like the bean when things
are at their worst, you get better and change the situation
around you. When the hours are the darkest and trials are at
their greatest could you rise to another level in the face of
adversity? Can you be the change we would wish to see in
the world?
Would you rather be a carrot, an egg or a coffee
bean?
(Based upon a story, author unknown)
David Hill

A

Teas for the Queen
Saturday 4th June 2016
2.15-4.30pm
Afternoon Tea, Homemade Cakes
Sandwiches, Produce Stall
St Laurence Parish Centre, Church Stretton
Eaton under Heywood and Hope Bowdler WI
Registered Charity 1032916
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Mayfair News
Art in the Café
Ron Kelly, Stretton resident, will be exhibiting his
photographic work during June and July. Ron’s work is broad
in its subject matter, but does include nature close-ups.
Craft Cabinet
In the cabinet this month, we have the lovely work of Carla
Kelly (yes, it’s Ron’s wife!). Carla makes beaded jewellery
with semi-precious stones.
Thank You
In April, there was a Street Collection held for Mayfair.
The sum of £430 was raised. A huge thank you to all the
collectors and to the generous people of Church Stretton
for making this possible. The money will go towards the
continuing work at Mayfair. 			
Jane Blake
Sorry!
The tea for the Queen on the 11th of June is cancelled due
to other commitments.
Gourmet Dining Fundraiser
On Saturday 9th July a small team of passionate cooks will
be cooking a gourmet dinner as a fundraiser for Mayfair
Community Centre. With canapés, starter, main, dessert
and petit fours and coffee on offer, the trio of ladies have
put together a very tempting and tasty menu which includes
options for meat, fish and vegetarian. The main courses will
include a delicious Baked Cod served on pepperonata as well
as Stufano alla Romana (which is Roman stew). Tickets are
available from Mayfair’s reception, as well as a menu choice
list. The cost per person is £27.50. Space is limited, so please
pay for your tickets soon!
44b Cookery
The 44b’s cookery session has been established for several
years and runs every Monday. Everyone has a basic interest
in food so we decided to tap into this and develop an activity
which inspired group participation and promoted a healthier
lifestyle. We encourage independence through individuals
sourcing their own recipes they want to cook using the
Internet, cookery books and food magazines. The group
is taught about the importance of eating a balanced meal
containing all the nutritional components required for a
healthy lifestyle. Food hygiene is an important factor when
preparing their two-course meal, staying within budget is
also vital and teaches the group about managing money.
Kitchen safety is paramount when using sharp equipment
so close supervision is always on hand. They produce their

own shopping list and go to local shops to buy ingredients.
The session has been so popular that other service users
have asked to join in, so we run an additional session on a
Tuesday during school holidays. We also write out recipes so
that the meals can be recreated at home.
Dates
Wednesday 1st June 10am-1pm: Marlene selling her jams
and chutneys in reception
Monday 6th June: Royal Birthday week in Daycare,
starting with a Guest Speaker
Tuesday 7th June: Afternoon Tea and Tiaras
Wednesday 8th June: Royal Family Quiz
Thursday 9th June: Sing along afternoon
Friday 10th June: Coffee Morning
Monday 13th June: A drive in the countryside and a pub
lunch. Please book through Daycare.
Wednesday 15th June 10am-1pm: Marlene selling her
jams and chutneys in reception
Wednesday 15th June 7pm: Mayfair’s AGM. All welcome.
Saturday 18th June: Mayfair Quiz Night
Monday 20th June: Beginners ipad course, 1-3pm £10 pp.
Please book at reception.
Monday 4th July: A trip to RAF Cosford. Please book with
Daycare.
Monday 4th July: Essential PC maintenance, 1-3pm £10
pp. Please book on reception.
Saturday 9th July: Gourmet Dining at Mayfair.
Health and Wellbeing Centre update
At the time of writing the building refurbishment
programme is on schedule and the centre is really taking
shape. Curved feature walls greet you in the entrance,
lighting and electrics are installed throughout and the first
coat of paint makes it look almost ready to open but there is
still a lot to do.
Work is underway with organizations using the Centre and
to engage others in using the facility. In April we started
recruiting a team of volunteers to act as ‘hosts’ within the
Centre. Twenty-two people to date have come forward and
a training programme of five sessions has been developed,
the first starting on Tuesday 7th June. The sessions cover:
the Health and Wellbeing Centre and Mayfair Services;
confidentiality, boundaries and listening skills; signposting
using internet and hard copy resources; supporting people
with a variety of needs including deaf awareness and
dementia friends; understanding the building and who is
in it. Anyone interested in finding out more please contact
Angela.
Nicola McPherson

New Volunteering Opportunity for Mayfair
We are looking for volunteers to support and link the work
of The Health and Wellbeing Centre with Mayfair. This is an
active and engagiing position which will involve training for the
specific role.
If you are interested and would like more information, please
contact Angela Ellis on 01694 722027 or email angela.ellis@
mayfaircentre.co.uk.
(Places are available in the crèche for volunteers’ children.)
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Stretton (Dorrington) Players: A Review

e’ve been going to Dorrington Players’ bi-annual
plays for ten years – from the days when Sid
Leather did the raffle during the interval. We
were a bit disorganised this time and didn’t get tickets
in advance. We turned up at the SHI on Saturday 16th
April wondering if we would get in because final night
performances in the past have been fairly full. To our
surprise the hall was two-thirds empty. The only thing that
has changed is the name. Now, Stretton Players. Was it the
name change?
They put on two plays. It’s perhaps best to pass over
the first really short one by saying it was a bit like the
stuff Radio Four puts on after the Six O’clock News. The
second play, however, was an absolute delight. It was by
Tom Stoppard and called The Real Inspector Hound. I
think it would be impossible to describe this very funny,
very clever satire on the country house murder mystery
genre in under 500 words in such a way that you would
understand it. Having watched it I’m still not sure I do. The
basic plot is completely bonkers with the usual impossible
twists and revelations we have come to expect from shows
like Death in Paradise. As one must expect it is held in a
lonely manor house cut off by icy water and rolling fog in
the Essex marshes. What makes it unusual and very funny
is the presence of two theatre critics who sit off to the side
rather like the old men in the Muppets. From time to time
they spout accurately observed and written ‘review-speak’
about the performance. For example: ‘Within the austere

S

framework of what is seen to be on one level a countryhouse weekend…the author has given us – yes, I will go so
far – he has given us the human condition’.
Then a third of the way through one of the critics steps
on the stage and seamlessly joins in the performance. In
some ways, although this is surreal, it is more ‘real’ than
the original play because he has actual relations with the
actresses. Meanwhile, lying off to the side of the stage, from
the very beginning, is an ignored body, who it seems is the
other critic’s senior colleague. How? Why? All told there are
four deaths and a crazy denouement in which a wheelchairbound retired major turns out to be a missing husband, a
murderous critic and the real Inspector Hound!
I’m sure the Stretton (Dorrington) Players won’t
mind me saying that in the past there has been the odd
wooden actor and the need for the prompt. However, this
performance was simply excellent; went with panache and
all the players were utterly convincing in their roles. In the
past there used to be things called Provincial Repertory
Companies and although the mists of time distort, but
not as densely as the Essex fog, it seemed to me that this
performance was at least at that level.
If Stretton Players run true to form, there’ll be another
performance in November. Next time, don’t be confused by
the name change. You might miss out on another treat.
Ian Hunter
(with no connection to the Stretton (Dorrington) Players other
than as a member of the audience)

The ‘Hound’ Roared!

tretton Players would like to thank everyone who came to see the April production of Tom Stoppard’s The Real
Inspector Hound. As you can see from the photos it was a colourful stage with a clever mix of deliberately stereotyped
characters who played for a lot of good laughs, which proved to be fun for both the cast and the audiences. There
were many hilarious moments but the sound of a wheelchair bumping down flights of stairs followed by its speedy
appearance on stage was a fantastic highlight that even drew spontaneous applause. Well played!
If you enjoyed it, alongside the short comedy play Armed Robbery For Dummies, please tell all your friends and family
that we’re putting another comedy together for our November production. In the meantime watch out for publicity of
other events, and if you’re interested to join in please email strettonplayers@gmail.com or have a look at our website for
more details, www.strettonplayers.wordpress.com.
Above left: Speeding wheelchairs are dangerous
Above right: “Anyone for tennis?”
Below left: The cast of ‘Hound’ take tea
Below right: The critics ruminate
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Church Stretton Market

C

hurch Stretton has had the right to hold a weekly
market since June 1214 when King John, then
the Lord of the Manor of Stretton-en-le-Dale,
ordered the Sheriff of Shropshire to advertise the holding
of a new weekly market to be held in Church Stretton on
Wednesdays. The King also ordered the holding of a one
day annual fair in Stretton on the day of the Feast of the
Assumption (August 15th).
About 1252, during the reign of Henry III, the day
of the weekly market was changed to a Tuesday and an
additional, four day fair (the May Fair) was authorised. The
fair was to be held on the eve and day of the Feast of the
Holy Cross and the following two days (2-5 May).
In 1336 Edward III gave the manor to Richard
FitzAlan, 3rd Earl of Arundel. As the manor had passed
from the Crown to private hands and the market and fair
days had altered, the Earl needed a Market Charter. So in
June 1337 Edward III granted such a Charter to the Earl.
This gave him the right to hold a weekly market and a
further yearly, three day, fair on the eve, day and morrow
of the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, that is
September 13, 14 and 15. The day on which the market
was held was changed to Thursday, which it still is.
It is likely that the weekly market eventually fell
into disuse for in June 1609 the Sheriff of Shropshire
(possibly following a request from the townsfolk) held
an enquiry into whether a market at Church Stretton
would cause loss to the King or to other local towns.
Despite furious opposition from the people of Bishop’s
Castle, who felt that it would be to the detriment of
their market, he concluded that it would not and that
the market in Stretton could be restarted. Subsequently
the then Lord of the Manor, Sir Thomas Thynne of
Longleat, allowed the market rights to be transferred to
a major property and land owner in the town, a man
called Bonham Norton.
Bonham Norton was a stationer (then combining
the functions of printer, publisher and bookseller) in
London from 1594-1635. He published a great number
of books. He was a freeman of the Stationers’ Company
from 1593 and Master of the Stationers’ Company

in 1613, 1626 and 1629. He was also an Alderman of
London. He provided a great deal of the finance needed for
printing the King James’ Bible of 1611 and probably much
of the printing itself was done by him. In 1611 Norton
was appointed High Sheriff of Shropshire and was given
a coat of arms. According to Morris (Armorial bearings of
Shropshire families p. 176-7), he was assigned by Camden
the arms, ‘Or, two bars gules, a chief azure charged with an
inescutcheon ermine.’
From the date, it could be that these honours were in
recognition of his part in the production of the King James’
Bible.
Having obtained the market rights from the Earl,
Norton was granted a Charter by King James 1, dated 6
January 1616. Bonham Norton then paid for the building
of a timber framed market hall in The Square. This was
built in 1617. Bonham Norton died on 5 April 1635 and
was buried at St. Faith’s Church, London.

An effigy of Bonham Norton in Condover church

Bonham Norton’s coat of arms
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Norton’s market hall was demolished in 1839 and
replaced by a brick and stone building in 1840. Designed
by Edward Haycock, a local architect, this cost £1,000,
raised by public subscription. The Rector of Church
Stretton, Revd Robert Norgrave Pemberton, a very wealthy
individual, was one of the three leading subscribers, giving
£100.
This Town Hall was of red brick with stone facings on
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The first market hall 1617-1839
stone pillars. It had an open ground floor which was used
for market stalls. The upper floor was used for events such
as petty sessions, concerts and public meetings. The hall was
later described by George Windsor, a local author, in 1885
as “a building neither beautiful to the eye nor with any
pretensions to architectural excellence.”

The second market hall 1840-1963

From 1899 the market hall was owned by the Church
Stretton Urban District Council. In poor structural
condition, and with no money available for its repair, the
hall was demolished in 1963. If there were ever any plans
to replace it, they came to naught and the market has been
held in the open air (but still on a Thursday) since then.
Phillips’ Illustrated guide to Church Stretton, 1869,
p.15 lists the original trustees as The Earl of Powis; Lord
Darlington; Lord Clive; Hon. R W Clive; Rev. R N
Pemberton; E W Smythe Owen; G R Benson; Panton
Corbett (of Longnor); Thomas S Acton; E B Coleman
(grandson of Rev T B Coleman, Rector 1807-18); W
Pinches; John Broome; John Robinson.
V.C.H. vol. 10, p101 says that by the end of the 19th
century the market had well established itself:
‘About 1890 foodstuffs (including butcher’s meat, fish
and poultry), haberdashery, clothing, and earthenware
were sold from boards and trestles beneath the
town hall and open-air standings around it; stallage
produced about £30 a year but the town hall trustees
charged no tolls. The Town Hall became unsafe and
was demolished in 1963...’
Usually farm produce was sold inside the ground floor
arches whilst outside manufactured goods (e.g. baskets) were
sold from a number of ‘pitches’.
Bagshawe’s Directory (1851) says that the market
tolls had been purchased by the town for £200 (raised by
subscriptions) so the market became toll free, though there
were charges for stalls. The upper storey (which could
accommodate up to 250 people) was used for petty sessions,
concerts and public meetings.
The Town Hall was demolished in July 1963, being
in an unsafe condition. No funding being available, a
replacement market hall has not been built. The open space
where the building once stood is now used mainly for car
parking, but the weekly open air market is still held there on
Thursdays.
Tony Crowe

By 1890 it was recorded that the market was well
established. Foodstuffs such as meat, fish and poultry were
sold from stalls standing beneath the town hall and other
items such as haberdashery, clothing and earthenware from
stalls in the open air area immediately around.

An aerial view of the town centre in the 1950s or early 60s.
showing the rear of the market hall
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The modern market – still on Thursdays but now
in the open air. May 2012
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Church Stretton
Fund Raising Branch
id you know that 1 in 2 people born after 1960 in
the UK will be diagnosed with some form of cancer
during their lifetime?
Did you know that half (50%) of people diagnosed
with cancer in England and Wales survive their disease for
ten years or more (2010-11) and that cancer survival is
improving and has doubled in the last 40 years in the UK?
Did you also know that 42% of cancer cases are
believed to be preventable?
Our local fundraising branch for Cancer Research UK
has played an important role in funding the research that is
contributing to those improving survival rates and the work
which is being done to find out what can be done to help to
prevent the cancer in the first place.
Cream Teas, Beetle Drives, Garden Plant Sales, Cake
Stalls, Bring and Buy Stalls . . . these are just some of the
ways in which the group raises money for this valuable
cause, a cause which will touch all of us in some way or
another in our lifetime. You may well have assisted with
or attended some of these events and your contributions
will have been an integral part of these improving statistics.
Thank you.
Sue Toghill joined the local fundraising group in 2002
and became the Chair in 2006. This was after many years of
involvement in raising money for other local charities. Since
Sue has become Chair the Church Stretton group has raised
over £100,000 for this valuable cause.
The other members of the Committee wanted to put

D

this note in Focus as a vote of thanks to Sue for all the hard
work, motivation and focus she has supplied in her leading
role over the last ten years. Sue’s contribution is very much
appreciated and they want to celebrate it by sharing it with
other Focus readers. So thanks to you Sue! And also thanks
to Peter, Sue’s husband, and her daughters, Marie-Anne and
Lizzie, for all of the support they have in turn given Sue in
her fundraising work: buying back items they have donated
to Bring and Buy, cooking cakes in bulk and becoming
annual Cream Tea Weather Watchers!
Here’s a list of dates for their forthcoming events, for
your diary: Cream Tea 17th July, Pie and Pudding 16th
September, Singing Florist 2nd December . . . and there will
also be four tin collections.
Sue and the Committee hope to see you there!

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

June Meeting
tretton & Shropshire Cancer Care is holding its June
meeting at Mayfair on Monday 13th June at 7.30pm.
In this meeting we will be exploring the Health
and Wellbeing Centre, which is nearing completion between
Mayfair and the Medical Centre. Mayfair’s Chief Officer,
Nicola McPherson, will take us through what the new
Centre is for and how it will fit in with existing Mayfair
services. It may open earlier than planned, later this summer.

S

Committee members in the photo are Sue Toghill, Caroline
Crump, Marilyn Evans, Patsy Wright, Pauline Thomas,
Christine Richardson Marie Weeks, Katie Webster, and Jenny
Cooper – but Jenny Cooper is not on the photo

Our annual evening meeting is open to all comers. We
have asked Nicola to give this talk as an opportunity for
the whole community to gain a better understanding of
the latest investment in the town’s community resources to
which many have contributed.
Roger Wilson, Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

Come and Share a Cuppa for Human Rights
On Thursday 9th June Trish and David Howard will be hosting
their AMNESTEA event in aid of Amnesty International
from 2 p.m. to 5p.m. at Culmore, Clive Avenue, and they are
inviting everyone along to join them for some tasty treats and a
cuppa to raise money for human rights.
Since 1961, Amnesty International has worked with millions
of people to defend human rights worldwide. Amnesty is
currently campaigning to protect individual victims of human
rights abuse; to stop violence against women; to end torture
and the death penalty and to demand dignity for the world’s
poorest people whose basic rights are denied. Taking part in
AMNESTEA will help raise funds vital for the continuation of
Amnesty’s work.
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South Shropshire Inter Faith
Thursday 2nd June, 7:30 pm in the Plowden Room at
CasCA, Craven Arms, SY7 9PS
The Ministry of Interfaith Ministers
here are a growing number of individuals who feel
called to serve through ministry, but do not feel
called to train within one of the established faith
groups, preferring to work within Unity, and the core truth
at the centre of every human being. This evening we will
hear from four of these Interfaith Ministers, how they train
and what they do to express their ministry of service.
Joyce Gee, Pamela Thompson, Susan Hulme and
Lorraine Munn
Admission £3, £2 for members.

T

Join our Pilgrimage in August
Please Register your interest NOW to Dave Griffin on
01588 672640 without any deposit or obligation at this
time. A non-refundable 50% deposit will be requested in
July one month before we travel, with the balance payable
on the day.
Saturday 20th August
Day Pilgrimage to Liverpool by coach to visit the iconic
Metropolitan Cathedral (Catholic) and the nearby Abdullah
Quilliam Mosque (the very first mosque in Britain back in
the 19th Century)!
Open to non members, £20 per person
Preliminary outline of the day – all subject to
confirmation
Leave Craven Arms approx. 8:30hrs arriving Liverpool’s
Metropolitan Cathedral, Christ the King, late morning in
time for coffee and a tour of the large main Worship area.
This modern Cathedral was built in the 1960s
http://www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/. Lunch may
be purchased in the Visitors Centre Cathedral Cafe or you
could bring your own.

Brougham Terrace, less than 1km away, that was opened
as the first UK Mosque in 1889. Here we’ll be able to hear
the history, see progress so far and the plans for restoration
of this historic site since it was recovered by a small group
of Liverpool Muslims in 2012 http://abdullahquilliam.
com/. We leave Liverpool late afternoon for our return
journey, planning to arrive in Shropshire early evening (circa
7:30pm-ish).
N.B. The trip is not suitable for very young children
although interested teenagers would be very welcome and
we will try to offer a discount for anyone still a student in
full time education.

Gardening in June

D

ead heading of spring bulbs should be thoroughly
pursued and tops allowed to die down naturally.
Now is a good time to sow seed of biennials
like wallflower and Canterbury bells. Create a small
nursery patch and prick seedlings out on a grid of 6”x6”;
this will mean you have compact well rooted plants to
move to permanent positions in the autumn.
Stake dahlias with sturdy supports when planting them
out.
Dead head roses and border flowers regularly to
encourage more blooms. If you see black spot on the rose
foliage, a spray of fungicide will be desirable.
Keep the greenhouse well ventilated. Move any
remaining over-wintered plants outdoors.
In the vegetable garden, transplant young brassicas and
leeks. Plant out tomatoes in the sunniest spot and protect
ripening strawberries with netting.
On Tuesday, 7th June there is an outing to Fraithwen
and on Tuesday, 21st June a visit to Abbey Dore
Court Garden. Anyone needing information regarding
availability, can telephone 01694 720131.
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club

Brexit: the Movie
Church Stretton School, Tuesday 14th June, 7.30pm
ENTRY FREE

Sufficient time will be left after lunch to visit the
amazing and even larger Lutyens Crypt which was
designed and commenced in 1933. Construction was
interrupted by the war and completed only in 1958 (highly
recommended).
Although we are only a short walk away from the
Anglican Cathedral only the most energetic will be able to
fit in a very brief visit, and only if they choose not to visit
the Crypt.
Then mid-afternoon we’ll move on for a short visit to
the Abdullah Quilliam Mosque and Heritage Centre at
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Funded by the general public and directed by the
filmmaker Martin Durkin, Brexit: The Movie is a featurelength documentary to convince the public that Britain
should vote to leave the EU. It premiered at The Odeon,
Leicester Square on 11th May and was filmed in several
countries. It provides a strong, comprehensive and
entertaining case for Leaving the EU, which will appeal
to and persuade ‘soft remainers’ every bit as much as
undecided voters.
Ample parking. Enquiries to the school 01694 722209.

Mayfair Lottery Results for April
£100

143		

£50

510

£20

136		

£10

593
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Birdlife in Your Garden

e will be straying outside our gardens this month
into the wider countryside to consider the impact
that climate change has had on Shropshire birds.
As most will be aware, Earth’s near-surface air temperature
has been increasing since about 1940, with 2015 being
the warmest year on record. This global warming has been
reflected unambiguously in UK temperatures. Evidence of
temperature change at small scales is harder to pinpoint,
as the effect of short-term weather changes is difficult
to disentangle from long-term climate shifts, but data
from Shropshire’s only Met Office climate station (at
Shawbury, north-east of Shrewsbury, where temperature
monitoring was started in 1957) reveal increases of about
0.2oC per decade in daily minimum, maximum and mean
temperatures to the present day. So, what are such changes
doing to our bird populations?
A recent study by John Tucker and Allan Reese,
destined for publication in the forthcoming volume, Birds
of Shropshire: An Avifauna, has shown that two aspects
of the timing of birds’ lives, migration arrival dates and
first egg-laying date, appear to have responded to warmed
conditions for some species. Between 1966 and 2014, for
example, the Shropshire arrival dates for Reed Warbler, Sand
Martin and Wheatear have become earlier by just over two
and a half weeks. Among garden birds, advances in arrival
dates were noted for House Martin (14 days), Chiffchaff
(nine days), Swallow (six days), Willow Warbler (five days),
Blackcap (four days), and Swift (three days). Other birds less
characteristic of gardens have also shown significant changes
in arrival date, such as Redstart (12 days), Yellow Wagtail,
Pied Flycatcher and Sedge Warbler (all eight days).

Redstarts are now arriving in spring, from their wintering
grounds in central Africa, twelve days earlier than in the midnineteen-sixties, apparently in response to global warming.
(Photo: Edmund Fellowes, BTO Library)
Interestingly, some species show no detectable advance
on arrival date (Corncrake, Nightingale, Nightjar, Spotted
Flycatcher, Turtle Dove and Wryneck). There are a couple
of rival hypotheses for this. The first is that these species’
migratory behaviour is not closely coupled to temperature
but is controlled by a different factor. The second (more
likely in my view) is that first arrival dates are not being
detected accurately for these species. It is noteworthy that
all birds in this list are scare or very local in Shropshire (with
the exception of Spotted Flycatcher), meaning that it might
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be less likely that a bird-watcher would be on hand to note
the first arrival of an individual of the species.
While dates are not available for Shropshire, national
data from the British Trust for Ornithology show that the
date of the first egg in a clutch over the same time period
has moved earlier by 12 days for Chiffchaff and Blackcap,
11 days for Swallow, seven days for Willow Warbler and one
day for Spotted Flycatcher. Birds less characteristic of garden
habitats have also demonstrated this shift in the timing of
the first egg, with Redstart, Pied Flycatcher, Whitethroat
and Turtle Dove all showing advances of more than a week.

Chiffchaffs arrive back in Shropshire nine days earlier than
they did in 1966 and are laying their first egg twelve days
earlier (Photo: Amy Lewis, BTO Library
What are the implications of such changes? Birds that
raise more than one brood in a breeding season may benefit
from an earlier start, perhaps permitting them to add an
extra clutch, particularly if they leave later in the year (as
is suggested by some data from the rest of Britain). On the
other hand, there is some evidence that, although birds are
now breeding earlier, the timing of insect prey emergence
has changed more rapidly, and the timings of plant
biological stages (e.g. seeding and fruiting) have advanced
even faster. This could be problematic for birds that rely on
seasonal peaks in food abundance, such as caterpillars, which
may become out of sync with the timing of the chicks’ need
for such food sources. This has already been noted for Pied
Flycatchers in Welsh oak woodlands.
In my next article, I will explore further the role of
climatic variability on bird population and life-history
changes, geographic range shifts, changes in community
species composition, and interactions between birds and
other organisms in ecosystems.
John Arnfield
(The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador for the
Garden BirdWatch (GBW) scheme in southern Shropshire and
is available to speak to local organisations on GBW and garden
birds in general. Would you like to play a role in monitoring
garden birds on a weekly basis? If so, contact John on (01694)
724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.edu for more information and
an information pack.)
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Badger Persecution: Appeal for Vigilance

W

e are hearing from a number of sources that
badgers are currently suffering regular abuse in
the general area of Church Stretton.
All the information we have received to date has
been passed to the Police, and both the Police and

Shropshire Badger Group are keen to hear from anyone
who is suspicious about the activities of men with dogs,
particularly near to a known badger sett.
If the men with dogs are actually seen to be digging
or carrying spades, please DO NOT approach them, but
immediately ring the Police on 999, stating that you think
a wildlife crime is in progress. Ask the Police to attend right
away and give as many identifying details as possible about
the men themselves, their dogs, and their vehicles, e.g.
make, model and registration numbers.
Always ask for the Wildlife Crime Officer to attend in
person, but remember that speed is essential if the culprits
are to be caught in the act. Also ask the Police to run the
vehicle details through their computer to check if the owner
is a known wildlife criminal. If possible, take photos of the
vehicles and tyre treads.
We can be contacted via our Badgerline on 01743
271999, our website www.shropshirebadgergroup.co.uk, or
our Facebook page, if anyone has information or suspicions
they would like to pass on to us in confidence.

Himalayan Balsam – Alien Invader
Balsam Bashing on the Longmynd
his year volunteers have been concentrating on
eradicating bracken, but all over the British Isles
communities have been tackling Himalayan Balsam
– an alien plant which has been spreading around riverine
systems and is sadly all too evident in the Stretton Valley.
The best time to tackle it is in the late spring or early
summer so we need to observe its presence and target areas
for its clearance.
What is Himalayan Balsam?
Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) was introduced
to the UK in 1839 and is found especially on riverbanks
and in waste places. It is a tall annual plant, 2-3m (6-10ft)
in height and between June and October it produces clusters
of purplish-pink helmet-shaped flowers. Each plant can
produce up to 800 seeds. These are dispersed widely as the
Residents (and visitors) are requested to look for signs of
ripe seedpods burst and send their seeds up to 7m (22ft)
balsam and inform The Town Council, who will pass the
away. Wildlife bodies are warning that non-native plants like message on to the volunteer groups.
Himalayan Balsam that have become established here are
a ‘major threat’ to native wildlife. The Victorians brought
Himalayan Balsam over at the same time as Giant Hogweed
and Japanese Knotweed. Within ten years it had escaped
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a
and began to spread along waterways in England.
programme of talks and walks throughout 2016.
Why is Himalayan Balsam a problem?
Talks
(including refreshments) are £1.50 to Local Group
During the summer months Himalayan Balsam attracts
Members and £4 to Visitors
bees and other pollinators away from native species due
Under 18s half price
to its high sugar nectar content and extended flowering
Walks are free
season. Himalayan Balsam grows mainly in vegetated areas
The
evening
meetings
re-commence in September
and damp woodlands where it is spread by its prolific
Coming
up:
seed production and its highly effective explosive dispersal
18
June
at
10am
–
Wildlife
walk
at The Bog/Stiperstones
mechanism. When it invades the riverbank it forms
Meet
in
car
park
just
above
the
Bog
Visitor centre (SO
monocultures shadowing out native plants and restricting
357
978)
access to the river. As well as causing problems for native
species, Himalayan Balsam substantially increases the risk of Half day walk. Picnic lunch.
Leader: Trevor Halsey 07940 959303
riverbank erosion by stopping native bank-side vegetation
For further information visit our website:
growing – the roots of native plants bind the banks. When
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
balsam dies in the autumn it leaves bare soil that is easily
eroded and washed away by rain and floods.
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Shopping in
the Strettons
54 High Street, Church Stretton

‘54’

is the brainchild of local
man David Weldon, a craftsman and artist of
remarkable talent, whose stunning paper-cut
work adorns the walls of this new shop on the High Street.
With a background in musical instrument restoration –
he was a research fellow at the London College of Furniture
– David, now retired, has worked in museums and
conservatoires all over Europe restoring antique instruments.
It is the precision work with veneers that helped to develop
his cutting skills, and though he began to work as a wood
turner, an old elbow injury led him to concentrate on finer
techniques involving close manual control.
Paper cutting, properly ‘Scherenschnitt’, involves just
that – and though it sounds simple, it is anything but.
The work is done freehand, with a sharp knife. The paper
has to be robust enough to hold its integrity, intense and
consistent enough in colour to allow sufficient contrast
with the background, yet fine enough to allow precision
hand cutting. David imports a special black paper from
America and coloured paper from France, since these give
exactly the right working materials. The cut designs are

assembled on a variety of high-grade off-white artist papers,
and are beautifully framed. Each piece is entirely unique,
and though ten pieces a week is what he generally manages,
David aims never to charge over £100 for a work. Most of
the best pieces I saw were on sale for around £8.
David makes it clear that, as a craftsman, it is the
medium that comes first for him, not the style – after
that, he says, ‘all bets are off ’, and anything could result.
Traditional designs are placed cheek-by-jowl with highly
modern works and cartoon-like representations of
amusingly imagined moments with an aura of shadow
puppetry about them.
The works are not all simply dark-on-light silhouettes.
David uses other techniques as well, reversing the design
and mounting process, using the black or coloured paper
as a background to brown or white cut-outs. Elsewhere in
the shop he sells framed lantern slides for hanging in front
of windows, and hand-cast bronze pendants displaying

Scherenschnitt under glass: Jewellery work, with two-pence piece
for comparison

Two pieces by David Weldon: Medium constant; style highly
varied

mystical runes and signs of the zodiac for £6. He was keen
to show me work in progress on a new series of jewellery
pieces, with tiny, intricately cut paper designs under glass.
These are particularly beautiful and unusual, reasonably
priced and likely to sell very well.
Another business, then, in Church Stretton, and let’s
hope it is a more enduring venture than some others on the
High Street recently. It deserves to be, and as a local man,
David Weldon knows as well as any what appeals to the
inhabitants of, and visitors to, Church Stretton. Not only
that, but he is producing hand-made local arts and crafts
of exceptional quality, and selling them in the very room
in which they are made. If he can’t succeed there, dare one
suggest that few others could?

		

			

BOOK SALE

On Friday and Saturday, 3rd and 4th June, 10am until 3.30 pm both days, the Church Stretton Rotary Club and
Mayfair Volunteers are running another huge BOOK SALE at the URC Hall in the High Street, Church Stretton.
This popular event is solely for the benefit of Mayfair funds.
Bargains galore and refreshments.
This will be a perfect opportunity to get some special presents, save lots of money, meet new and old friends and
support Mayfair.
If you have books you wish to donate please drop them off at Mayfair Reception, or if you need help telephone
Mayfair on 722077.
Colin McIntyre
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Care at the End of Life

he topic of care in one’s last days is a sensitive
one. There are many issues about death and dying
which need to be discussed but which social and
cultural tradition says should not be discussed openly. It is
ignored in the national press.
I have followed the national debate on end of life care
because my cancer has become advanced on two occasions,
but prompt and expert treatment has put it into remission
once again. I am fortunate: I have not needed these
services…yet.
More than half of us will die in hospital. So it was
with some dismay that I read two national reports in
March, which put the Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital
Trust (SATH) among the worst seven hospitals in the
NHS for the quality of its end of life care.
The first report, in The Guardian, had analysed all
recent CQC inspections. Only eight hospitals were rated
outstanding, 94 were good and 67 required improvement.
There were seven, including SATH, which were
inadequate. I then checked back on the Care Quality
Commission (CQC) inspection of SATH undertaken
in 2015. Their report described end of life care in the
hospital with the following comments (a sample) – “There
was no formal strategic plan for the delivery of end of life
care within the trust” and “Staffing levels of nurses and
medical staff in palliative care were not sufficient to reach
all patients who may have benefited from their expertise”.
The comments with regard to management were no less
stringent: “Oversight by senior management and members
of the executive team with regards to end of life care required
improvement”.
The second report was a clinical and organisational
audit undertaken by Marie Curie and the Royal College
of Physicians with NHS England and other healthcare
organisations. It researched baseline data on 14 measures
(six clinical and eight organisational) at a national level
and then asked each hospital to report its performance
against those measures. SATH did not do well in that
audit either, with the organisational measures being a
particular failing.
This is an area of priority at a national level. The
NHS regulator NICE has published clinical guidance on
end of life care, and is working on advice about structures
and processes. So what kind of improvement is actually
happening in our local hospital?
I asked the Trust what steps it was taking to address
end of life care, especially as it was now nearly a year since
the CQC inspection. I was put on to Julie Lewis (she likes
to be called Jules) who is the End of Life Care Facilitator
at the Trust. She indicated that the CQC comments
had not come as a surprise. They were already working
to improve matters. She listed for me a range of actions
which have been taken including:
• more than 1,100 clinical staff have attended End
of Life Care Training sessions including how to
complete a Care Plan;
• SATH adopted the End of Life Care and
Bereavement symbol already used in Salford and
Wigan – the Swan;
• all wards can give a Swan Box to patients’ families
– these include a range of useful items;
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•

all wards have a resource file with End of Life Care
and Bereavement information, including copies
of the End of Life Plan, relevant policies and
information to support staff delivering end of life
and bereavement care;
• opening refurbished bereavement facilities at the
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital (a cost of almost £1.9
million) at the end of 2015;
• hosting an End of Life Care Conference in
November 2015, which was attended by over 160
delegates, including more than 100 from the Trust.
So is all this changing care for the better? Feedback from
bereaved families is critically important. A bereavement
feedback survey began in May 2015. It has been reviewed
after experience and a new version started on 1st January
this year. It includes an offer for the End of Life Care
Facilitator or Clinical Lead for End of Life Care to discuss
any comments with the relatives. Many relatives have
requested a discussion and feedback is given to Wards
and Departments. Action plans are developed where
required. The Swan Boxes are in place on all Wards and the
feedback on these has been excellent.
The Trust is now recruiting staff as End of Life Care
Champions for Wards and Departments. They will meet
regularly to look at what is done well, what is not done as
well and areas where improvements can be made.
I find it very reassuring that the Trust has taken this
issue seriously. The social taboos we have about discussing
death and dying should not extend to care of the dying just
because they are dying. Hopefully the 50% or so of us who
will most probably die in hospital are now more likely to be
well cared for.
Roger Wilson

Church Stretton Library
For diary events see our What’s On section at the start of
the magazine.

Book Sale and Refreshments

There will be a selection of good quality
Adult fiction, Adult non-fiction and
Children’s books for sale.
We will be serving tea, coffee and refreshments on
Saturday 25th June
10am-12 noon and 2-4 pm
Drop in and join us!
For more information please contact
Church Stretton Library
01694 722535

June 2016

Stretton Focus

13/05/2016 11:09

Thank You
Churches Together in the Strettons Coffee Morning
The Coffee Morning organized by Churches Together in
the Strettons, held in the URC Church Hall on March
12th, was a great success. Volunteers from all of the Stretton
churches were up early to man their stalls, and business
was brisk. A significant contribution to the success of the
event was the generosity of the High Street traders: Snip ‘n’
Curl, Beijing Chinese Restaurant, Van Doesburg’s, Coco
Alpacas, Berry’s, Salt’s, Sawaddee Thai Restaurant, Plush
Hill Cycles, Minerva, Housman’s, Church Stretton Fish Bar,
The Buck’s Head, Entertaining Elephants, Anthony’s Hair
Studio, The King’s Arms, Middleton’s and Ashlett Stores all
provided prizes for the raffle, which was drawn a fortnight
later as tickets continued to be sold in the town. Lynn
from Berry’s made a splendid simnel cake for the Guess the
Weight competition, and so the contributions of the High
Street traders raised £225.
The total raised by the Coffee Morning activities was
just under £700, which will be sent to Médecins Sans
Frontières.
Parkinson’s UK
The Church Stretton Support Group for Parkinson’s
UK held a collection at Church Stretton Co-op on the
22nd April 2016. The group is very appreciative of the
generosity of local people and would like to thank them
for the considerable sum of £406 which was raised. This
will help to fund the running of the support group which
provides help, advice and friendship to local people living
with Parkinson’s. The group meets at Mayfair on the fourth
Monday of each month at 2:30pm and takes the format of a
speaker followed by tea and a chat.
Cancer Research UK
Holding a Beetle Drive was a new fundraising venture for
the Church Stretton local committee for Cancer Research
UK. After ‘Beetle Master’ Ken Willis had explained the rules
great fun was had by all who attended, young and old alike
and we made £494.
We are also pleased to announce that our total raised
during 2015/16 was £8,000. Thank you to everyone who
support us so generously, helping to find ways to beat cancer
sooner. You are part of a collective of millions of people

In charge of the cake table, Louisa Crump, Tommy Tinsley, Tess
Tinsley, Helena Crump
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across the UK fighting to bring forward the day when all
cancers are cured.
Our next fundraising event will be our annual
Strawberry Cream Tea on July 17th in All Stretton. Hope
to see you all then. Supporting Cancer Research UK can
really make a difference.
Susan Toghill
Chairman CS Local Fund Raising Committee,
Cancer Research UK

Annabel Hartshorne, who scored the most points and was
crowned Queen of the Beetles
A Marathon Thank You
Richard Pepper, from Peppers Menswear and Ladieswear,
ran the London Marathon in support of charity Sarcoma
UK on April 24th. His finishing time of 3hr 17min 59sec
put him in the top category of the non-professional runners
and was within four minutes of his personal best.
Richard enjoyed the
challenge. “Running the
London Marathon is a
tremendous experience. The
crowd are willing you on and
the reception when you finish
is something special”, he said.
He added that he enjoyed
having an expert sports massage
afterwards, provided by Sarcoma
UK.
Sarcoma UK had 30 people
running in its colours raising
money for the charity. Richard’s
finish time was one of the fastest. He has raised over £3,400 (as
at end April) towards the £65,000 raised so far by the charity.
Local man Roger Wilson, who with his wife Sheelagh,
founded the charity in Church Stretton in 2003, said: “The
response from the town to Richard’s fund-raising has been
amazing. Thank you everyone. It is a great tribute to the
respect he is held in that he has raised so much and I know
that the goodwill he ran with helped him along.”
Richard added, “I want to thank everyone who
supported me and all those who have donated. The charity
provides information and support to patients; it also funds
important research into the causes and treatments for these
very rare cancers. Thank you everyone.”
41
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
The 50th Annual Assembly of the Town Council
he 50th Annual Assembly of the Town Council was
held at the Silvester Horne Institute on Tuesday
19th April with a new format aimed at celebrating
the many success stories from around the town, including
the achievements of our sports teams, the progress on
the new Mayfair Health and Wellbeing Centre, drawings
showing the new sports pavilion for Russell’s Meadow, and
information on forthcoming festivals in the town, to name
but a few. It’s good to see so many positive things happening
in the town at a time when good news seems scarce.
In contrast to previous years, the room was full to
brimming with local people, and following the formalities
of opening the meeting, Councillor Mike Walker, Chairman
and Mayor of the Town Council, opened the floor for
questions from attendees. A number of interesting and
challenging questions were asked of the Town Council. It is
evident that people are anxious about the challenging times
that lie ahead, with key services in the town under threat
of closure in the near future. A more detailed report on the
Annual Assembly is included elsewhere in this edition. Over
the coming weeks the Town Council will be developing a
detailed understanding of the costs of the services at risk, in
order to involve the local community in an open discussion
about whether or not each service can or should be retained,
and at what cost to the local taxpayer.

T

Rectory Wood and Field
There’s lots happening on Rectory Wood and Field at
the moment with a Wildlife Day organised for the children
of St Lawrence’s Primary School at the end of April.
The day was hosted by Ed Andrews from Shropshire
Council’s Outdoor Parks and Greeenspace Team, and
Graham Wenman and Janet Martin from the Rectory Wood
and Field Interest Group. The children were taken pond
dipping and mini beast hunting, and helped with measuring
and ageing the veteran trees on site. A great day enjoyed
by everyone, and potentially some new volunteers in the
making!

bird on the site. A Marsh Tit has been spotted nesting in
one of the many boxes we have introduced to the site thanks
to a very kind donation from a local benefactor.
Unwelcome Visitors to our Conservation Sites
Every now and then we get reports of household garden
waste being dumped on Coppice Leasowes Nature Reserve,
and more recently at Rectory Wood and Field someone had
introduced irises and mares tail (Equisetum) to the pond.
Both the Coppice Leasowes Working Group and
The Rectory Wood and Field Interest Group are made
up of local volunteer experts in all aspects of conservation
and woodland management. Both sites have an active
Conservation Management Plan which outlines a range
of actions to ensure (amongst other things) that the plants
on the sites are native and not garden varieties. We would
therefore respectfully ask people not to plant anything on
the sites without prior permission from the Town Council.
Dumping of garden waste, particularly grass clippings,
is particularly unwelcome as it can cause species to seed that
are not indigenous to the sites in question.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk.
The Shropshire Council website includes all documents
submitted with a planning application, including previous
related applications. There is now a free to use touch screen
with a direct link to the Planning Portal at Shropshire
Council within the Town Council offices for your
convenience.
Customer Information Service
The Shropshire Council service staff previously available
at the library have now been withdrawn. There is a touch
screen and free phone through to Shropshire Council at
Church Stretton Town Council office and our staff will be
happy to assist you with your enquiries wherever we can.
However, there are some matters that will still require
a face to face meeting with a member of the Customer
Service Team. We are able to book appointments for you for
Thursdays from 9.30am to 4.30pm.
Marian Giles, Town Clerk
Cllr Mike Walker, Mayor, Church Stretton Town Council

Where Was It?
Our fantastic band of volunteers have also been hard at
work, exposing old historic steps, arch and column near the
large Chestnut tree, and in fencing the boundary between
the Burway and Town Brook Reservoir. Volunteers are vital
to the long term conservation management plan for the site,
and if you are interested in volunteering, even if it is only
occasionally, get in touch with Marian Giles on townclerk@
churchstretton-tc.gov.uk.
We have also had sightings reported of a new species of
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The photo on page 11 shows the bell tower of the
old Endowed Free School (now the Library) in Church
Street. It was built in 1861 and had three classrooms
for 144 children. The school was extended in 1893 by
adding a wing to create an additional classroom. The bell
tower was used to call children to school and would have
been rung 10-15 minutes before the start of school. Why
not go and see it?
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Church Stretton Indoor Market

T

he new Indoor Market, held once a month in the Scout Hut,
Church Street, continues very successfully thanks to the support
of local customers and visitors. A wide variety of stallholders offer
different selections of crafts and home-made goodies every month. We
would love you to come along and have a browse, as the line-up changes
every month. The next date is Thursday 16th June from 9am until 2pm.
Above are a few photographs of some recent stallholders with their
wares. We will be finalising the dates for July onwards very shortly. If
you would be interested in a table for forthcoming markets, please let me
know at sandypearse3@hotmail.com or phone 01694 723806.

The More Singers present Seven Centuries of Secular Songs

O

n Saturday18th June 2016, the More Singers will present their summer choral concert in Church Stretton’s United
Reformed Church at 7.30pm. Following their recent sell-out concert last March, which featured the Requiem by
Duruflé and other French sacred choral works, this concert will have an essentially light-hearted and secular theme
throughout.
The programme will include some great English, Scottish, Norwegian and American choral settings, ranging in style
from the 14th Century to the present. Some settings will be by living composers such as the Scottish composer James
Macmillan (born 1959) and Ola Gjeilo (born 1978) of Norway, and the late John McCabe who died only last year.
In keeping with the choir’s love of Renaissance music, they will perform some 14/15th century madrigals such as Fair
Phyllis I saw sitting all alone (John Farmer d. 1601) and the well-loved The
Silver Swan (Orlando Gibbons d. 1625), both of which have a secular charm
Pazapa Church Stretton
of their own. The varied programme will also include traditional part songs,
invite you to a
for example, the exhilarating My spirit sang all day (Gerald Finzi d.1956),
Hills (John Ireland d. 1962) and the beautiful, enchanting Bluebird (Charles
Villiers Stanford d.1924).
By popular request, there will be some delightfully entertaining
Barbershop (close harmony) songs from the male section of the choir. These
wonderful close harmony settings from the Yale Songbook are great fun to
perform and to listen to, with a good deal of humour and light-heartedness.
All Stretton Village Hall
As has been the custom in More Singers’ concerts, some excellent soloists
Friday 17th June at 7.30pm
from within the choir will contribute to the programme to add some variety
£5 per person
and give the choir a break!
Pay
on the door or
The choir will also venture into American classics by Cole Porter (Night
and Day) and Erroll Garner (Misty). A number of songs have been arranged
phone 01694 723064 to book a table
by Richard Silk, formerly Director of the More Singers for many years, who
Bring your own drinks and nibbles
still sings with the choir. Alistair Auld, the More Singers’ Musical Director,
Quiz Master Graham Hurst
will conduct the concert, and anticipates a most uplifting evening of music,
with variety and entertainment to the fore. It is hoped that it will attract a
In aid of Pazapa Church Stretton,
large and enthusiastic crowd.
supporting the School and Clinic for
Tickets for the concert, priced at £8 to include refreshments, are available
Disabled Children in Haiti
from Burway Books, John Thomas Florist, choir members and at the door.
www.pazaapa.org
After concert expenses, all profits and donations will go to the charity Self
email:
pazapachurchstetton@yahoo.co.uk
Ann Etches, 01694 723266.
Help Africa. 				

Stretton Focus

56 month June 2016 mag.indd 28

June 2016

49

13/05/2016 11:09

Fantastic Community Support for Church Stretton Ga

A

s expected the community of Church Stretton and beyond
has rallied round to contribute to the exciting Community
Games to be held on 9th July at Church Stretton School
and Leisure Centre.
This event promises to be an incredible showcase of what is
good in Church Stretton and the fantastic facilities available for
our community.
Most recently we are delighted to confirm that, amongst the
variety of organisations and activities, there will be a demonstration
– and the chance to have a go – of a unique local fitness initiative.
BeaverFit – an international local institution of world
class training equipment – will be participating. They design,
manufacture and distribute functional training equipment along
with professional education specific for strength and endurance
development in all athletes.
Make sure you arrive at the event early to secure the
opportunity to have a go.
This fitness activity complements the many other attractions,
which include the exciting climbing wall; over 50 other attractions
to view or to try out; and not forgetting the fantastic facilities we
have at the Leisure Centre and the School.
There will be a Tag Rugby
demonstration by our pupils
Alison Williamson MBE at the opening of our from St Lawrence Primary
Community Games 2012. Alison - a member school. These young people
are a credit to our community
of the Long Mynd Archers - has represented
and have seen their skills in Tag
Great Britain at six consecutive Olympic
Rugby rewarded as National
Games, from 1992–2012. (W.N. Bishop
champions 2009 and 2014, and
Photography)
as runners up in 2010.
They have played in the pre-match exhibition and provided the guard
of honour prior to England v Australia games at Twickenham in 2009,
2010 and 2014. They have represented the Midlands in five national
finals at Rugby School during the six-year period they were in the ‘Tag to
Twickenham’ competition, so it is a real pleasure to welcome them at our
Community Games.
The primary school Dance Club led by Dance-Xtra will also be
performing as cheerleaders for the rugby games. Try your hand at playing

Royal Navy Diving School using
BeaverFit equipment
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the piano accordion at a workshop
led by Ed Moseley. Accordions will
be available to have a go. A Bouncy
castle and jousting is provided for the
younger members of our community.
The Opening Ceremony will
be complemented by a dance
demonstration performed by Stretton
School of Dance and Drama.
It is hoped that as in previous years
the games will contribute to the good
will and wellbeing of our community.
The concept of Community Games is
simple - bringing our community
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on Games

Letters
Student Journalists

I

write to express my gratitude to the Focus for the enjoyable
Student Journalists’ section. It is heartening to read such insightful,
interesting, and positive contributions from the younger people
of Church Stretton. I always look forward to receiving my Focus, and
especially to these pieces. In an age when younger people are often
much-maligned it is refreshing to learn that there is another, more
constructive angle to the concept of ‘youth’ in the UK today.
Congratulations to the Focus on giving younger people a ‘voice’ and may other
publications follow where the Focus leads!				
Margaret Foster

Shropshire Council

O
Archery skills (above) and
BMX skills (left) at 2012
games. (Both W.N. Bishop
Photography)

together for a celebration
with sports, arts and cultural
activities
Whilst the initial
inspiration for these games
was the Community
Celebration at the opening
of our Leisure Centre
and subsequently the
London 2012 Olympic
and Paralympic Games,
our games have also helped
to generate a positive
community legacy.
BE PART OF IT –
JOIN US ON 9th JULY.
Free entry - with crèche and
restaurant facilities available
all day. A fantastic family fun
day out.
Volunteer stewards are
required to assist with these
Community Games. If you
are interested in helping
with this great community
event, please contact me on
01694 725588 or email:
alandavidfox@live.co.uk.
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n 19th April Church Stretton residents were treated to a muttered report from
a Unitary councillor so grindingly dull that no-one can remember a word of it,
and a Town Council wringing its hands over being dropped in it by their county
colleagues. What it boiled down to, however, was this: The Unitary Council is broke.
Everything must go: arts, tourism, museums, youth activities, leisure centres,
swimming pools, libraries, public open spaces, bus routes. The only way to keep them is
for local councils or volunteers to take them over. The phrase is ‘local commissioning’,
but the reality is they are simply being offloaded. One way or another we are going to
have to pay, in time or money, or they will stop.
Councillors, predictably, blame the government, but that is not true. Shropshire’s
financial problems have been brought about by a ‘perfect storm’ of its own making.
First the (Conservative-led) Council decided to freeze council tax for seven years. If
they hadn’t, we’d have between £75 and £95 million more in the coffers, and an annual
income £22 million more by now; and because the regulations over permitted increases
are in percentages, todays ‘cake’ is 18.5% smaller; so this year’s 4% increase is £880,000
less than it would have been.
Second, the Council decided to make savings/efficiencies - and failed, to the tune
of £16million by this year. Third, the Council decided to operate an entrepreneurial
company to make us money in the marketplace (because privatisation is always the
answer, isn’t it?). The marketplace, however, looked elsewhere; EP&I (Enterprise Planning
and Investment) simply wasn’t good enough, and it made losses, not profits, costing us
between £250,000 and £900,000 depending on how you look at the figures. Fourth,
they indulged in some high prestige investments that misfired, like the University Centre
in Shrewsbury, that’s only got 40 students.
Fifth, the government dropped its own supporters in the excrement, by changing the
rules. That’s not Shropshire Council’s fault; but the rest is. The Leader of the Council
who oversaw these inept and foolhardy policies suddenly resigned some months ago both
as Leader and a Councillor. Under a new leader, the Council is now in full reverse, trying
to undo the disastrous decisions he made; but all the time he was in charge, Conservative
Councillors voted solidly for his policies and supported them publicly. They must all
share the blame for what has been unarguably disastrous mismanagement of Shropshire’s
finances since it became a Unitary Authority.
Stretton deserves better than this. Let’s bite the bullet, pay up to keep our services,
and think very carefully about who we will vote for in next year’s Unitary Council
Jamie Wrench
elections. It really doesn’t have to be like this.				

Visitor Centre

I

see that the visitor centre in the Library building is now no more and the staff gone,
with the literature now housed near the desk and the excellent staff (presumably
unpaid and whose jobs too would go with the proposed closure of the library) having
had to take on the additional task of answering visitors’ questions. One would think
that this now vacant room, eminently suitable for small groups and meetings, would be
advertised as such by the County Council in order to generate some of the revenue which
we are told is in such short supply – but there it stands, empty.
If anyone could explain the logic of this I would be very interested.
Name and address supplied
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Shaping our Future Together

M

ost of our readers know of
the squeeze placed on local
services in Church Stretton,
particularly in the Leisure Sector, and
during the course of the summer the
Town Council will be examining the
financial situation and possible options
before consulting the local community
on funding the continuance of any of
these services.
In a discussion facilitated by Mike
Bourke following the Annual Assembly
in April, a cross-section of the
community gave their perspective on
the challenges and opportunities ahead.
Editor, from information supplied by
Bob Welch

Steve Aze, parent and local
businessman, stressed a need to balance
our community with economically active
people. We are short of second-stage
homes for families, but have good schools
and we should support them. Stretton
is fortunate to have good broadband
connectivity, because the knowledge
economy is now producing the fastest
growth in jobs. We have to conserve our
most important economic asset – our
beautiful setting – and complement it
with a built environment of skill and
imagination.

David Howard of Stretton Climate Care asked how we conserve all we love here
and make it all sustainable in a context of climate change greater than at any time
in history. Even an internationally agreed maximum increase of two degrees will
bring about huge changes in all our lives. WHAT IF:
• Over 200 residents and local businesses converted to electric vehicles, with a
guest-house network of charging points.
• Local people were involved in planning co-ordinated bus and rail services and the
town and A49 were made more cycle-friendly?
• We became more self-sufficient in food, with more Grow-Your-Own schemes,
markets and the Co-Op sponsoring local produce?
• The Strettons became an even more thriving tourist hub, with a Wetlands Area,
a Heritage Centre including a Geological Exhibition, and a pedestrianised High
Street.
• 50% of properties were generating their own energy and the community
developed small-scale generation and network.
What if all the above made the Strettons an attractive location for business and
enterprise, creating employment opportunities, not least for our young people?
What if this became possible because the citizens of the Strettons took it upon
themselves to build a sustainable future for their children and grandchildren?
Mary Reilly, Mayfair Community Centre said that as a charity
organisation, Mayfair faces many challenges from decreasing
public expenditure, welfare cuts and extra pressure on hospitals.
These have led to increased expectations and less secure funding,
with Mayfair expected to take on more complex roles. Mayfair
has over 300 volunteers and 34 paid staff, the cost of whose
employment has been affected by the living wage and pension
liability increases. The raised retirement age will impact on the
availability of volunteers.
In recent years, local authority grants to run services such as
Ring & Ride, day care and Mayfair Supporting Independence
have either been reduced, or grants have been converted to
contracts. Countywide contracts mean Mayfair has to compete
with other providers, possibly from outside the county. Chief
Officer Nicola McPherson has to spend more time applying for
one-off charitable grants. The new Health and Wellbeing Centre
received grants from two trusts and local community donations.
The refurbishment of the Mayfair kitchen required funding
from no less than five charitable trusts. For every successful
application, there are countless unsuccessful ones. Mayfair
also has to engage in year-round funding, such as for Saturday
breakfasts. Other charities, following recent bad publicity, are
having problems raising funds, but this has yet to affect Mayfair.
The Strettons do not figure large with often remote public
bodies. Mayfair’s strength is in being a local organisation. Future
opportunities lie in partnership with other local groups and
organisations, with support and commitment from the local
community.
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Barrie Oxtoby, Chairman of Cricket
Club, Founding President of Samurai
Rugby Club, Magpies & Town Football
Clubs has written many feature articles,
published in Stretton Focus over the
last 16 years on 25 distinct sporting
clubs. To exemplify the contribution
of volunteers to these clubs, Barrie
interviewed a prominent young
sportsman, Diddy Williams, who gave
first-hand testimony to the sporting
values he had learned from participation,
ranging from discipline, mutual respect,
teamwork, sportsmanship, friendliness
and shared enjoyment, through to a
general self-confidence and community
consciousness.
Stuart Wright, Chamber of Trade
(around 50 members) has lived in the
town for 50 years, taking over the estate
agency established by his father. He
spoke about the loss of banking and
recurrent empty premises. Thanks to
visitors and local support, a good range
of shops, cafes and restaurants has been
retained. Local businesses have to cope
with the threat of out-of-town shopping
and online shopping. The lack of visitor
accommodation for the increasing
number of walking and cycling events
is a limiting factor. Other negatives
include transport to the surrounding
area, the lack of coach parking,
walkers’ low and seasonal spending
and increasing rents and rates, along
with the variable record of agreement
between the Town Council and
Shropshire Council on improvement
initiatives. Most businesses support the
local community in resisting large-scale
housing developments, and in return
need community support.

David Wilks, Strettons Civic Society, said that one of the
main challenges is the planning of future development.
The Society is not against change but wants development
to be properly weighed on its merits, the interests of locals
and the unique character of the Strettons. There will
soon be pressure for further development. The Society
wants the community to be properly involved to ensure
this is sustainable and of net benefit to the area. The
whole parish, including Little and All Stretton, should be
taken into consideration, as well as surrounding villages,
which look to the town as their commercial and social
hub. Another challenge is to make the built-up area more
attractive for visitors.
Both Shropshire Council and the Town Council
are aware of these matters but are restricted by lack of
resources. So it is for all of us to face up to a new future
where if we want something in the local community then,
in many instances, we will have to provide it ourselves,
including its funding and operation, and become actively
involved. Shropshire Council should take full advantage
of the experience and expertise of local voluntary groups,
including greater use of enterprises, run jointly by public
authorities and volunteers, e.g. at Rectory Wood and Field.
The Society feels the Town Council is best placed to act as
the main catalyst and co-ordinator for local schemes, as well
as providing a direct link to Shropshire Council. The future
must be to foster greater public involvement and awareness,
coupled with the friendly co-operation of all parties.
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Five O’Clock Hero at Church Stretton and District Social Club

A

myriad of music mixing magic and mirth descended on Church Stretton
Sports and Social Club on 30th April, Five O’Clock Hero played a
plethora of popular favourites from the sixties and seventies, from their
set of mod and ska music. A night reminiscent of Quadrophenia minus the
parkas and scooters!
Classics such as Itchycoo Park, Going Underground, Daytripper, Rat Race
and Monkey Man sprang out of the speakers whilst the gangsters graced the
dancefloor, twisting and skanking to the beat and sending out a message to
some of us that maybe we had done too much, much too young!
Purpose? To bring great live music to Church Stretton and at the same
time raise money for local charities and sports facilities. All profits have been
donated to West Mercia Women’s Aid, Shropshire Breast Cancer Now, Mayfair
Community Centre, Church Stretton Paramedics, Severn Hospice, Hope
House Children’s Hospice, as well as the Tennis, Golf and Sports and Social
Clubs in Church Stretton. A very special thanks to all those who promoted the
cause and donated fantastic prizes for the raffle including local charities and
businesses: John Thomas Florists, Wrights Estate Agents, Berry’s, Chocolate
Haven, Peppers, The Dog Shop, Severn Hospice, Church Stretton Print, to
name but a few! And a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who came!
Thank you Five O’Clock Hero and come back to Church Stretton soon!
Caroline Hughes

Stretton Freemasons Provide TLC

F

ew readers of Stretton Focus
would have much difficulty
in pointing out Caer Caradoc
and the Long Mynd, the great hills
which define and shelter the Stretton
community. But are you aware of
the two Masonic lodges which take
their names from those same hills,
and whose 70 or so members meet
most months in the Masonic Hall on
Church Stretton’s High Street? If so,
it may well be the distant sound of
untrained voices that has caught your
attention on the evening air.
“Shropshire Masons do like to
sing,” explains Jeremy Lund, “and
the Stretton lodges are also known
for the excellence of their soup…”
The music and the dining are part
of the fellowship of a meeting, but a
more serious purpose is the charitable
fundraising that each lodge undertakes.
“Caer Caradoc Lodge has a
reputation for supporting some great
local causes. It has taken sick children
to Florida, assisted projects such as
the Longmynd Adventure Camp
and more recently has given grants
to First Responders, the Marches
Family Network, local Food Banks
and Church Stretton School, as well
as a generous donation to the Royal
Shrewsbury Hospital’s Neurological
Department. The grants are not
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always large, but they are regular
and continuing – Masons here see
themselves very much as part of the
community.”
Stretton’s two lodges are well
linked to the thirty-two other lodges
spread across Shropshire: the oldest of
these dates from 1788 and the most
recent from 2015. “The Province of
Shropshire is committed to raising
£1m over five years, to be presented
to the Grand Charity in London in
2019. We are well on target to giving
substantial support to this great
charity, which itself backs medical
research, targeted relief to natural
disasters, the Air Ambulance and
Hospice movements and much more
besides. We also give grants to around
40 local charities each year. This is all
in addition to the lodges’ own local
fundraising, and comes from our own
members – no tin-shaking!”
One charity which has recently
been in the news is Teddies for Loving
Care – TLC for short. “Since 2010
Shropshire has funded the giving
of over 30,000 colourful teddies to
injured and distressed children in
A&E and Minor Injuries Units across
the county. There are even one or two
bears which fly in the Air Ambulance.
Over a million have been distributed
nationally, and they really seem to

comfort the children – not to mention
their parents and the nursing staff.”
The first ever recipient in Shropshire
was Will Heywood – now 11 – whose
father by chance is a member of The
Longmynd Lodge, and he has added
to his collection since... The scheme is
kept going by donations from Masons
– most recently from Caer Caradoc
Lodge. “Three lodges between them
gave us £1,000 in the space of a week,”
explained Jeremy, who helps run the
scheme in Shropshire. “Masons are
not necessarily rich, but are amazingly
generous with their money and their
time.”
A sense of history also lies behind
the Freemasons’ movement. Long
Mynd Lodge began in 1926, Caer
Caradoc in 1946, but many lodges
are older. “Grand Lodge in London
celebrates 300 years of existence next
year. However, the real strength of
Freemasonry lies in its ability and
willingness to change. We are now
online, with our own website and
Twitter account, and young, keen
men are joining Shropshire lodges to
find out what they can do for others.
Masonry may be old, but it is adapting
to the modern world – and that is
good news for the communities it
continues to serve.
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Occasional Advertisements
Tarmacadam Driveways

Surfacing, Soft landscaping, Kerbing, Drainage,
Local Authority approved sub-contractor
Family owned business. 25 year’s experience
See photos of our work on our website
www.tarmacroadsanddrives.co.uk
Call John
Emma
or James
01743 343253 01584 856700 01432 761301

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

Dorrington
Garden Machinery
Services
Tel: 07791 547792

email: paulhotchkiss1961@yahoo.com
• Service & repair of garden machinery
• All types of sharpening
• Free local collection & delivery
• Fully qualified & insured

Music Tuition

Guitar, Rock guitar Bass guitar
Ukulele, Piano Saxophone
Theory, GCSE Support
Recording, Composition
Enquiries and further details
Qualified tutor BA hons music
Tel: 07974 264665
email: Mtl_tuition@btinternet.com

To place an occasional advertisement, please contact
adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
Size: 60 x 35mm, price £7.50 per month

T

Accident Repairs
Diagnostic Specialists
Body & Mechanical Repairs
Servicing - M.O.T. Testing Station
Local Recoveries
Tyre Repair and Replacement

WESTHOPE COLLEGE
ANNUAL EXHIBITION
Sat 16th and Sun 17th July 10.00am - 4.00pm
Stunning exhibits of City & Guilds students’ work
Craft demonstrations and Try-it Sessions
Activities for Children
Light lunches and refreshments available
www.westhope.org.uk Tel: 01584 861293
Westhope College, nr Craven Arms, SY7 9JL

Shropshire Stories and Tales of Wales

he Inner Wheel Club of Church Stretton are hosting an evening by Mr and Mrs Templeton
‘Shropshire Stories and Tales of Wales’.
The event is on Thursday 16th June 2016 at 7.30 pm in aid of Midlands Air Ambulance. Join us for a drink
and canapés. Tickets (price £7.50) available from members of the Inner Wheel Club of Church Stretton or contact Jill
Themans 01694723983

Cambrian Coast Express headed by 60103 Flying Scotsman
8 June, southbound passing through Church Stretton
Details on www.uksteam.info
Times not available when Focus went to press
Permanent Advertisements
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