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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular mee

1 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

2 Wednesday

Reading Group
2-3pm CS Library

C.A.M.E.O.
Sue Lees: ‘Training Guide Dogs’
2.30pm Parish Centre

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No. 4
Subject: ‘Open’
Admission £3 non-members
7.30pm URC Hall

3 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research.
Free internet access to Ancestry at your
library. 1-4pm CS Library

Interdenominational Communion Service
First Thursday of every month.
Local clergy take turns to conduct the
service. All welcome.
1.45-2.15pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair
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n in the Strettons in March

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

World Book Day Display

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton

CS Library

‘Everest’ Cert 12
Tickets £4 adults, £2 students
7.30pm CS School

National Theatre Live Relay
Play: ‘Hangmen’
Adults £11, children £5
Enquiries: 722209 7pm CS School

8 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

4 Friday – 6 Sunday
‘Clean for the Queen’

Campaign to clean up ‘grot spots’
Contact John Woolmer 01694 751245

4 Friday

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Not just for women, all welcome
10.30am St Laurence’s

Time to Listen
Booktime for adults. Relax and enjoy
readings and poems spoken aloud.
This month’s theme is:
‘Heroism Legends & Survival’
11am-12noon. CS Library

Knit & Natter

Writing Poetry Workshop
7-9pm CS Library

Amnesty International Ceilidh
The Compost Band returns!
Tickets from John Thomas or Liz on 720175
- £12 adults, £5 under 16s, to include supper (BYO alcohol) 7pm onwards SHI

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Suffragette’ Cert 12a
Tickets £4 7.30pm All Stretton VH

5 Saturday

RNLI Annual Fish & Chip Supper
Talk by Ian Caskie: ‘ SS Great Britain’
Tickets £10 from John Thomas, Florest or from
722138 or 724371 7.15 for 7.30pm SHI

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

RSPB South Shrops Local Group
Illustrated talk by Ashley Grove: ‘Trinidad and
Tobago’
Enquiries: 01547 540176
7.30pm Culmington VH

9 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group
Speaker Adrian Williams:
‘When the Queen came to Ludlow’
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Testament of Youth’ Cert 12a
Tickets £4.
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
Annual Royal British Legion Quiz
£4 pp 7.30pm CS&DC

10 Thursday

6 Sunday

Ley Gardens Mthly Sunday Lunch Club
Two course meal £7.50
Details from Dawn: 722328
From 12.30pm Ley Gardens

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Inter Faith (SSIF)
‘What really is Jihad?’
12-1.30pm BYO lunch, drinks provided
Pilgrim Centre, Dale St, Craven Arms

7 Monday

‘Write your Memoire’ course

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research.
Free internet access to Ancestry at your
library. 1-4pm CS Library

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Jenny Steel: ‘A Year in the Life
of a Wildlife Garden’
Non-members welcome. £2.50
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

Church Stretton Marmaladies WI
Pottery with Claire Walton
Visitors and new members welcome.
7.30pm CS & District Club

Thursday Night at the Horne
‘The Churchfitters’
Tickets £10, from Burway Books,
John Thomas, Florist or CS Council office.
720132 for more information.
7.30pm SHI

Pentabus Theatre Company
Play: ‘This Land’
Tickets from Cate 723378
7.30pm All Stretton VH

11 Friday

CS Country Market
Fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am CS Library

Writing Poetry Workshop
7-9pm CS Library

Stretton Climate Care
Lecture by Christian Wolmar:
‘Sustainable Transport’
Admission £3 non-members
7.30pm Methodist Church

Continued on page 4

With Christine Williams
Continues 14 and 21 March
£30 per session, booking essential
1-4.30pm Mayfair

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgment.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
Stretton Focus
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12 Saturday

Churches Together Coffee Morning
In aid of ‘Medecins sans Frontieres’
(‘Doctors without Borders’ - providing
humanitarian aid to those in need)
10am-12noon URC Hall

Sit and Knit
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10-12.30 CS Library

More Singers Spring Charity Concert
Featuring the Duruflé Requiem
Tickets £8, from John Thomas Florist, choir
members or on the door.
7.30pm URC

14 Monday

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Julie McLoughlin will give a talk on the help
CAB can offer in accessing financial services
and support. 2.30pm Mayfair

Eaton-under-H & Hope Bowdler WI
Speaker Carol Burt: ‘Icing and the Making of
Sugar Craft Flowers’
Competition: A Flower from my Garden
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

15 Tuesday

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Knit & Natter
Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

Mothers’ Union March Meeting
2.30pm Owen Room, Parish Centre

All Stretton WI
Canon and Mrs Beattie:
‘Talk on Organ Donation’
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘Brooklyn’ Cert 12a
Tickets: £4 adults, £2 students
Enquiries 01694 781260
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

16 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group
Speaker Mike Fawdrey:
‘Missionary Aviation Fellowship’
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

4
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What’s On continued
Long Mynd Camera Club
Scott Latham: ‘Walk on the Wild Side’
Admission £3 non-members
7.30pm URC Hall

17 Thursday

RSPB South Shrops Local Group
Wildlife Walk by the River Lugg from Upper
Lye. 10am start
Meet at Lyepole Bridge (SO 398 654)
Leader: Hazel Bows 01568 770770

Quiz Night with Ken Willis

Stretton Traidcraft

Mayfair Quiz
£4 pp 7.30pm Mayfair

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Ticklerton Folk Dance

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research.
Free internet access to Ancestry at your
library. 1-4pm CS Library

Author Talk – Mike Uden
£3 per ticket (booking is essential)
For more info or to reserve tickets, contact
the Library on 722535
7pm CS Library

Evening Talk – Mayfair
‘Making a Difference – working in a Bangladesh Orphanage’
£4, inc refreshments
7 for 7.30pm Mayfair

18 Friday

CS Country Market
Fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Contact No. 01694 7221481
8pm til late. Ticklerton VH

20 Sunday

25th Shrops V & C Motorcycle Show
Classic bikes, auto jumble etc
Admission £3, all proceeds to Wistanstow
Primary School
10.30am Wistanstow VH

21 Monday and 22 Tuesday

Scrappies Easter Holiday Workshops
For children aged 7+
10.30-12.30pm and 1.30-3.30pm Booking
is essential: 01694 328508

21 Monday

CS Area Local History Group
‘Local Event’ - hear from members of the
group about their own research
2pm URC Hall

CS Support Group - Parkinson’s UK
Val McKay: ‘Parkinson’s UK’
2.30pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Save the Children
Sausage & Mash with Puddings Lunch
£6 (inc. tea or coffee)
12-1.30pm CS Parish Centre

Writing Poetry Workshop
7-9pm CS Library

Shropshire Music Trust Concert

Royal Opera House Live Relay
‘Boris Godunov’
Adults £11, children £5
Enquiries: 722209
7pm CS School

Shrops Ornithological Soc CS Branch

Wild Men of the Baroque
Tickets from Burway Books or online: www.
ticketsource.co.uk/smt
7pm Methodist Church

‘Pazapa’ Concert and Dance

Illustrated talk by Nigel Spencer: ‘British
Wildlife in Macro’
Members free, £2 for non-members.
7.30pm Methodist Hall
(Note earlier meeting date this month)

22 Tuesday

Featuring the Little Big Band
Tickets £8 adults, £4 students
7.30pm CS School Hall (with Bar)

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes
For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

19 Saturday

Men’s Breakfast

Knit & Natter

Shrewsbury vicar David O’Brien: ‘Football,
Punk and Jesus’
Free admission, no need to book.
Full English breakfast
7.30am CS Parish Centre

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

continued on next page
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Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Addicted to Sheep’ Cert PG
Tickets £4 8pm All Stretton VH

U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45am CS Library

Churches Together Presentation

23 Wednesday

Marlene’s Jams and Chutneys on sale
10am-1pm, Mayfair

CS Methodist Network Group
Holy Week Meditation with Dilys Jones
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall
Note: no meeting next week, 30 March

And preceding march
12 noon, the Square

Good Friday Meditation Services
10-10.40am St. Michael’s
2-3pm St. Laurence’s

Writing Poetry Workshop
7-9pm CS Library

U3A
Dorothy Nicolle: ‘The History of British Pub
Signs’ 2pm URC Hall

26 Saturday
Sit and Knit

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10-12.30 CS Library

P.A.C.T meeting
10am-12noon, Mayfair

24 Thursday

29 Tuesday

CS Indoor Market

Rhyme Time - fun, songs and rhymes

9am-2pm Scout Hut, CS
Sandy Pearse 01694 723806
Booking forms from:
sandypearse3@hotmail.com

For children under 3 years.
10.30-11am CS Library

Knit & Natter

Bed Linen Sale – Mayfair

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
5-7pm CS Library

9am-4pm

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

CS & District Gardening Club

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research.
Free internet access to Ancestry at your
library. 1-4pm CS Library

SACWG Bird Survey
Long Mynd Red Grouse Count briefing.
7.30-8.30pm Carding Mill Valley tearoom

25 Friday

Speaker Paul Green:
‘Choice Plants for Spring Interest’
7.30pm SHI

30 Wednesday

Long Mynd Camera Club
Claire Carter: ‘Perpetually in Motion’
Admission £3 non-members
7.30pm URC Hall

31 Thursday

Local & Family History Session

CS Country Market
Fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research.
Free internet access to Ancestry at your
library. 1-4pm CS Library

Mynd Heather Walk

Photo:
Sheila Barber
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Customer Info and
Visitor Information
changes in Church
Stretton

F

rom early April, there will be
some interim changes to the
services delivered from the
Church Stretton library building.

Customer Services Point
The Shropshire Council customer
services point will no longer be open for
drop in enquiries. A Shropshire Council
customer services advisor will be
available one day a week for pre-booked
appointments only to assist those
customers who need help to conduct
their business with Shropshire Council.
The Shropshire Council customer
service point in the Town Council
office on the High Street will be
open Monday to Friday, 10am-1pm
and 2-4pm. There is a public access
computer to contact the council and a
telephone line which takes you directly
through to Shropshire Council’s
Contact Centre.
The Mayfair Centre is also able
to assist with Blue Badge applications
through the MAYSI project. Please call
01694 722024 and speak to one of the
team.
If you need to see a Shropshire
Council Customer Services Advisor,
please visit the Town Council office at
60 High Street or call 01694 722113
and they will be able to make an
appointment for you.
Visitor Information
The library staff will take on the
role of providing visitor information
in the town on an interim basis from
the library section of the building. This
facility will therefore be available when
the library is open (Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday 9.30am-5pm except
Tuesdays, when it closes at 7.30pm).
Appropriate signage will be
installed to enable users to locate the
service they require.
If you have any queries regarding
the changes above, please contact Lisa
Bedford on 07990 085656 or
lisa.bedford@shropshire.gov.uk.
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The Railway through Church Stretton

t was the arrival of the railway in the mid-19th century
that introduced gradual but fundamental change into
the lives of the people of Church Stretton. Rail replaced
road travel by horse, cart or coach, as it was very much
faster, easier to move large quantities of goods (including
heavy and bulky materials) and (eventually) provided
a more comfortable journey for passengers. This had a
considerable effect on the development of Church Stretton
some years later.
The Shrewsbury to Hereford Railway
The Shrewsbury and Hereford Railway Company was
formed in August 1846 to build a line from our County
Town to connect with the Newport, Abergavenny and
Hereford Railway at Hereford, so providing a link to the
industrial and mining areas of South Wales.
In 1848, four companies – the Shrewsbury and
Birmingham Railway, the Shrewsbury and Chester Railway,
the Shrewsbury and Hereford Railway and the Shropshire
Union of Railways and Canals – co-operated to build a joint
station in Shrewsbury on a site in Castle Foregate. Each
contributed £25,000 towards the cost. The station opened
on 1st June 1849.
However, the Shrewsbury and Hereford Railway ran
into financial difficulties in the aftermath of the ‘Railway
Mania’ of 1846.
The company was saved by its engineer, Henry
Robertson, who reduced the scheme in scale to cut
construction costs and William Ormsby-Gore, a local M.P.,
who persuaded many of the major investors to take much of
the value of their land in shares in the railway. In addition,
Thomas Brassey, the railway constructor, was persuaded to
build the line as cheaply as possible.
Brassey quoted £345,822 to build a single-track line
between Shrewsbury and Hereford, but with bridges and
other structures wide enough to allow the later doubling
of the line. He also agreed to work it at his own risk once
completed and to pay shareholders a dividend of 3.5%.
Work began at the end of December 1850.
The 27.5 mile long Shrewsbury to Ludlow portion of
the Shrewsbury to Hereford Railway was opened with an
official train on 20th April 1852, and to passengers the
following day.
It was a single track line at first. There were stations
at Condover, Dorrington, Leebotwood, Church Stretton,
Marshbrook, Craven Arms, Onibury and Ludlow.
The Ludlow to Hereford section was opened to goods
on 30th July 1853 and to passengers on 6th December.
The entire line was 50.5 miles long. It cost about
£9,500 per mile, including the purchase of land and legal
expenses.
However, with Brassey’s lease due to end in the early
1860s, the directors offered to lease the line to the LNWR,
which was accepted, as this would give it running powers
over the Newport, Abergavenny and Hereford line into the
South Wales industrial areas.
A Joint Line
In May 1861 the LNWR offered the GWR a share in
the lease and on 1st July 1862 the Shrewsbury and Hereford

6
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Railway became a joint LNWR and GWR line, remaining
so until nationalisation.
The line was doubled in 1862 (except for the Dinmore
Tunnel, which was not doubled until 1893) to cope with
increasing levels of traffic.
The doubling reached Church Stretton by February 1862.
After the completion of the LNWR line from
Shrewsbury to Crewe in 1858, the Shrewsbury and
Hereford Railway became part of an important route
linking South Wales with the North of England.
The Opening
The first official train, of 27 carriages and drawn by two
engines belonging to the Shrewsbury to Chester Railway,
ran from Shrewsbury to Ludlow and back on Thursday
20th April 1852.
As part of the celebrations, the town declared a public
holiday and hundreds (led by Dorrington’s brass band)
flocked to the station to see the inaugural train pass
through. Then followed an afternoon of sports and games,
tea for everybody and an official dinner in the Town Hall
for a selected few. Even the inhabitants of the workhouse
were remembered, with a special meal of roast beef and
plum pudding, with a due proportion of ale.
The First Station

The first railway station in Church Stretton, built by Thomas
Brassey, to the north of Sandford Avenue. The Station Master
(on the right) is a Mr Dawson. On the left is Charles Hyslop,
who did deliveries from the station by horse and cart.
The original station buildings were opened on 21st
January 1852. Some still survive north of the Sandford
Avenue bridge. The station was designed by Thomas Brassey
and built of stone from Soudley.
The following description appeared in a Shrewsbury
newspaper of the time:
The station, built in the modern English, or Villa, style,
affords an extensive booking office, waiting rooms for both
ladies and gentlemen and excellent accommodation for the
Station Master, platforms of 170 feet in length, a cattle landing
measuring 200 feet, goods warehouses, a coal wharf, weighing
machines and a most perfect set of turntables and sidings.

March 2016
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Traces of these features can still be seen though some
of the ground has since been used for light industry. The
station master was provided with a house adjacent to the
original station. The first station master was a Mr Hugh
Morgan.
The signal box was built in 1872. It was demolished in
March 2009. Plans to re-erect it nearby in the Park came to
naught as funds to do so were not available.
The Second Station
Eventually increased passenger traffic needed longer
trains, hence longer platforms. It was not possible to extend
the platform in the original station, because to the north the
entrance to the goods yard, and to the south the Sandford
Avenue bridge, were in the way.
Accordingly, a second station was built to the south of
the Sandford Avenue bridge. This was officially opened on
23rd May 1914. The platforms were 551ft long, with the
main buildings on the ‘up’ (west) side, waiting rooms on
both platforms and a covered footbridge over the line to link
them. The lighting was by gas.
Water columns stood at the end of each platform as well
as one on the Shrewsbury side of the signal box.

The first station, goods shed, sidings, etc. in the 1930s. Note the
crane, the water tank and the signal box
Most of the smaller stations were closed to passenger
traffic on 9th June 1958. Between Shrewsbury and Ludlow
there remain stations at Church Stretton and Craven Arms
only. Goods traffic to Church Stretton ceased on 19th
September 1966.

The second station, looking south
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Though passenger traffic continued, the station became
an unstaffed halt on 3rd July 1967.
The station buildings were demolished in February
1970 to be replaced by a ‘bus shelter’ on each platform.

The footbridge before the removal of the top

Looking north on 6 May 2012 with new shelters
The Tablet
The information given is that the height of the station
above sea level is 613 feet; Church Stretton is at Lat. 52.32’
N, Long. 2.48’ W; and real noon here is 11min 12sec later
than at Greenwich.
The original tablet, being rather worn, was replaced by
a replica in black granite (made by Messrs G H Davies of
Shrewsbury) on 25th May 2000, and the original eventually
placed in the GWR Museum at Swindon (see article in
Focus July 2000 by Mike Scott).
Tony Crowe

The original tablet

The replica tablet
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URC Voice

News
Mayfair Online
Did you know, we have a website at www.mayfaircentre.
org.uk? We are also on Facebook at ‘Mayfair Community
Centre – Church Stretton’ and we are also on Twitter! Look
for us @Mayfair_Centre. A few ways to see what we are
doing, what’s coming up etc.
Mayfair’s May Fayre
We are looking for items to be donated for our annual
May Fayre’s bric-a-brac stall. Would you have anything you
could donate? Please bring anything you have to Mayfair’s
reception. Thank you.
Evening Talks
‘Making a Difference’ on Thursday March 17th, 7 for
7.30pm. Working in an orphanage in Bangladesh. £4
includes refreshments.
‘2 wheels, 2 people’. A talk by Jenny Mitchell on Thursday
April 21st, 7 for 7.30pm. £4 includes refreshments.
Tickets available from Mayfair, or turn up on the night!
Mayfair Evergreens is Mayfair’s club for senior citizens New members especially welcome!
Please join us for quizzes, talks and outings. We meet
the fourth Friday of every month in the Jubilee room at
Mayfair at 2.30pm. Only £2 each meeting attended (no
subscription) to include tea and biscuits, friendship, interest
and fun. New programme for 2016.
Thank you
On behalf of everyone at Mayfair Community Centre we
would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to The Midcounties
Co-operative and its members for the wonderful support
given to Mayfair through the dividend scheme. We have
recently received a cheque for £2,602.36. This amazing
amount will go towards the continued work of the centre.This
is a great way for the community to support their community
centre. If you would like to donate some or all of your
dividend points to Mayfair you can pick up an application
form from the Co-operative store or Mayfair Centre.
Thank you for your continued support. Sue Wood (Trustee)
On Friday March 11th, the very popular Country Market
will be starting back at Mayfair after their winter break.
Delicious homemade cakes and bakes, fresh eggs, fruit and
vegetables are available each Friday, as well as craft items.
The market is open from 9am–midday.
Linen Sale
On Thursday March 24th there will be a bed linen sale here
at Mayfair, with Andrew Dowen. From 9am–4pm.
Dates for your Diary
23rd March and 7th April: Marlene will be selling her jams
and chutneys in reception.
Sophie Eades

Liberty, Egality Fraternity and now Laïcité
rom the 19th century in France, the word
to express the desired freedom of all public
institutions, especially primary schools, from influence
of the Catholic Church is laïcité. This was captured in
a French Law of 1905 expressing French secularism as
separation of the church from state. Today, the concept covers
other religions as well. However, it becomes problematic in
everyday life, e.g. what you wear and when you wear articles
of clothing, for example the Nicab. Here, I don’t need to go
into the cultural/religious and democratic argument, suffice
to say that for the French, laïcité is still work in progress, as
indeed it is here, in a different national setting.
New ideas have emerged around laïcité, one is, to
understand it really as the freedom to practice religious and
cultural and indeed gender diversities, whilst each person
has the freedom to exercise voluntary restraint from some
practices that may cause others to feel uneasy, in some
situations or at special times.
We have a practice in the churches in the season of
Lent, now halfway through, to be used as a reflective time
preparing for Easter. People have been encouraged to ‘give
up something for Lent’, or do something positive, not
widely practised these days. That may mean fasting of food
and alcohol or taking on some voluntary work. The idea of
exercising restraint in different ways could lead to positive
results. It could mean, if it ever became popular, groups
restraining from holding meetings and using the time saved
for some voluntary work, or just space to be. If extended
around communities and even the world it may prevent
wars, or at least create a space for resolution.
Ecumenical lent groups used to be a feature in the town.
They provided a space for the members of all the churches
to meet and reflect together on a theme or book. There
was freedom to depart from the guide book and explore a
bit of our own thoughts, shared with others. The essential
character of the exercise was to draw people together from
different denominations, and to receive other perspectives
and views through different cultural experiences. It was not
about an argument and a need to win my point of view over
against another nor was there a requirement to come up
with an agreed statement at the end. We all had restrained
ourselves from doing our own thing, from following our
own separate curriculum. Whatever happened to this
movement? It seems to me that fundamental to the complex
weaving of diverse cultures into some agreeable social fabric,
which all can invest in, is a willingness to include, rather
than to separate.
Noel Beattie

F

Jamie Evans - Pave Aways
Ltd, Nicola McPherson Mayfair and Paul Baker
from Metrics, our contract
managers. The professional
team also includes Chris
Roscoe, architect, Greg Young,
mechanical and electrical and
Andrew Long, structural
engineer.
Work well underway at the health and well-being centre
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United Nations Association
Can prosperity take priority above
Human Rights?
he UNA in Shropshire has felt
compelled to ask where our
government stands on this,
particularly when it comes to arms sales to
other states. Last year the UK ratified the first UN Arms
Trade Treaty, adopted by an overwhelming vote in the UN
on 2nd April 2013. Since the general election we learn
that the Arms Export Controls Committee, which gives
parliamentary oversight on arms export licences, has not
met. According to official records of arms export licences
there has been a massive surge in bombs and missiles sold to
Saudi Arabia.
A respected international lawyer believes that the 104
licences which have been granted for military goods to
Saudi Arabia take the UK into breach of the Arms Trade
Treaty and of the UK’s own export control laws.
Saudi Arabia is intervening in Yemen to fight Houthi
rebels, who control the country’s capital but are not
internationally recognised as its government. Criticisms of
the Saudi military operation are that it has however included
the bombing of hospitals, one run by the charity Médecins
Sans Frontières, and the deaths of thousands of civilians.
Whilst we
recognise that there
are abuses on all
sides, UN human
rights chief Zeid
Raad al-Hussein
has said that a
“disproportionate”
number of attacks of
civilians in Yemen
had come from the
Saudi-led coalition.
“I have observed
The bombed MSF hospital in Yemen with extreme
concern… the destruction of civilian infrastructure – in
particular hospitals and schools – by all parties to the conflict,
although a disproportionate amount appeared to be the result
of airstrikes carried out by Coalition Forces,” Mr Zeid said.
There are always, in this deeply divided world,
unpalatable choices to be made. Saudi Arabia is part of
a coalition within the region, to which we also sell arms:
thousands of jobs would be lost, and the UK political
standing in the Middle East might be negatively affected.
Is it better to maintain trade and links with these
states, even though human rights abuses are well known,
in order to maintain dialogue and influence them for
improvement? And I, having myself worked with a large
arms manufacturer, know the cost to people and local
economies when contracts are lost. And yet, how can all
this be balanced with a determined commitment, through
the UN, to persuade all parties involved to negotiate a
permanent cease-fire and sustainable long term settlement?
The UNA Shropshire would like to hear how our readers
view this question.
Noel Beattie, Chairman, UNA Shropshire
noelbt8@talktalk.net

T
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Anglican Voice
X Marks the Spot!
schoolboy aged 6 once came home mystified by an X
in his exercise book. His mother explained that it
meant he had got the sum wrong. At the age of 13 he
came home in tears from school one day with a letter from a
girl with an X at the bottom. “What have I done wrong?” he
sobbed. “I think it’s a kiss,” his mother said gently, “It means
she loves you.” At eighteen he was confused to receive a card
asking him to put an X against someone’s name. “Does this
mean I am wrong or in love?” His Dad put him right. “He’s
asking for your vote in the election, silly!”
Jesus told us that His death on the Cross means all
these three things. Naturally we are out of step and out of
relationship with God because so many of the things that
come out of our hearts are displeasing to a God who is
totally pure – just as things we do might be displeasing to
others, who have certain standards. So we are in the wrong
with God. But far from distancing Himself, God came to
find us and bring us back to Himself at the infinite cost
of the life of His Son, Jesus. He came to give His life as a
ransom for many (Mark 10:45).
And finally, He invited us to follow Him, which He said
meant taking up our cross, even to death. This means that
we are called to give our allegiance to Christ. He asks for
our vote, as it were, our decision to trust and follow Him.
The events of Good Friday are very pertinent today.
As a result of what Jesus did for us on the cross, we can be
restored into a personal relationship with God that is not
just for now, but also for eternity – because this same Jesus
did not just die, He also rose again and defeated death.
This is a well attested fact which Christians celebrate each
Sunday in particular and on Easter Sunday above all.
St. Michael’s is holding a meditation from 10-10.40am,
St. Laurence’s from 2-3pm with Ven. Michael Whittock,
retired Archdeacon, on Good Friday March 25th. We shall
be involved in the Churches Together dramatic presentation
in the Square at 12 noon and the preceding march.
On Easter Sunday there will be services in all our three
churches at the usual times.
Also in March there will be flowers for mothers on
Mothering Sunday, March 6th, and special services, but at
the usual times. Millie Hughes, doctor and farmer’s wife,
will be speaking at the all-age at 1105 at St. Laurence’s.
David O’Brien, now vicar of Oxon, former biker with an
interesting past, will be the speaker at the Men’s breakfast at
7.30am on Sat. 19th. Please do come to any of these events!
Happy Easter!
Richard Hill

A

Farewell to Suzan

N

early 150 people gathered in St. Laurence Parish
Centre, Church Stretton, for a Bring and Share
Lunch, to say a fond farewell to our Curate Suzan,
her husband Darren and their family. Suzan and Darren have
been with us for nearly five years and during that time have
made many new friends and started many new initiatives.
A number of folk came forward to pay tribute for their gifts
and to pray for God’s continued blessing over them as they
move to their new parish in Wrockwardine, where Suzan will
be installed as Team Vicar on 27th February 2016.

11

12/02/2016 11:20

W

School Friends Reunited to Box for Good Causes

hen they were at Church Stretton School, two
friends could never have guessed that they would
one day be reunited in their 40s in stepping
between the ropes to raise money for worthy causes.
As covered in the January edition of Focus, Nathan
Jones fought and won his first Heavyweight Boxing Match
to raise over £2,000 for the Children with Cancer UK
Charity. While promoting the event, his old school friend
Justin Pearson, who now works as a professional stuntman
(www.justinpearsonstunts.com) and runs his own jousting
company (theknightsoftheedamned.co.uk) got in touch to
sponsor the fight and buy tickets for the event.

Middlet, generously donated £100 of speedball equipment
to the club.
Although Nathan maintains that he planned to fight
only once for charity, despite this, following his hard fought
points win, his opponent asked for a
rematch which Nathan has accepted.
For this next fight Nathan is raising
money for Severn Hospice. All
sponsorship is gratefully received at
www.justgiving.com/Nathan-Jones28
Justin’s fight will be taking place
at the Hilton Hotel, Heathrow on
Saturday 19th March, and Nathan
will be fighting in a Telford v
Shrewsbury rematch at the Lord Hill
Hotel, Shrewsbury, the following
weekend, 26th March. As well as the charity rematches, this
event will also include two semi-professional heavyweight
fights.
For further details of both events, including
sponsorship and tickets (and travel to the Shrewsbury v
Telford event); or if you are interested in attending the
Shropshire Whitecollar Boxing Club: please contact Nathan
on Facebook, email nathanjjones1@hotmail.co.uk, or
phone his mobile: 07841 026272.

Trivia Corner No 148
by Ken Willis
Nathan and Justin – Nathan Jones (left), Justin Pearson (right)
But as the fight grew closer, Justin was unable to attend
as his skills were required on the set of the new Wonder
Woman movie! However, inspired by his old friend’s
progress, he too put himself forward to fight, after learning
that the stunt community would be staging their own
charity boxing event to raise money for colleague Olivia
Jackson who was injured following a motorcycle accident
on set while filming last year. Ironically, he also recently
took part in a fight scene with Tom Hardy for the Kray
Twins biopic Legend. As well as Legend, his credits include
the Pirates of the Carribean, James Bond and Harry Potter
franchises.
Justin will benefit from being trained by well-known
Shrewsbury ex-professional Super Middleweight Roddy
Doran. Doran, who coaches the Shropshire White Collar
Boxing Club in Shrewsbury, was unbeaten in his first
ten fights as a professional, won two domestic titles and
challenged for two world titles. Following the Telford v
Shrewsbury Charity Boxing event, Roddy was so impressed
with Nathan’s travelling fans from Church Stretton that he
came to the town over Christmas to thank the supporters
personally. He commented that the supporters were as vocal
as those at his professional fights, and was grateful for the
support and generosity shown to the Shropshire White
Collar Boxing Club. For example, one supporter, Steve

12

52 March 2016 mag.indd 10

1. Who swam 140 miles of the River Thames for charity
in 2011?
2. Who won the women’s tennis US Open in 2000 and
2001?
3. Which classic horserace was first run on the 4th May
1780?
4. Which County Cricket Club’s Twenty 20 side is
known as ‘The Royals’?
5. Who in 2000 won the very first Rugby Union Six
Nations Championship?

Know your local history
Where is it?

Answer on page 33
March 2016
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Library News
Church Stretton Library Author’s Event: Mike Uden.
Thursday 17th March at 7pm. £3 per ticket, to include
refreshments. Booking essential.

Author Mike Uden returns to Church Stretton Library
to introduce his latest book Dead Man Talking. Mike’s
previous books Chemical Attraction and The Sacrifice have
received five-star reviews. For more information and
to reserve a ticket, please contact the Library on 01694
722535 or churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
Hesba Stretton 1832-1911

Methodist Voice
An unexpected encounter
hilst walking the other day in one of
my favourite local spots, I was just
looking around and appreciating the
general view and warm weather when I glanced
downwards and spotted a man on his knees. Used to seeing
trees or streams, this came as something of a surprise. I might
possibly run into another dog walker or stand out of the way
for a runner, but I must admit to being so startled by this I
stopped where I was and just looked. Being quite away from
him, I didn’t like to shout “Are you all right?” so I just stopped
and watched. Having satisfied myself that he wasn’t injured in
any way, by the way he jumped up and walked on I laughed
to myself, “how strange, maybe he was praying”. I must admit
this amused me greatly: not the idea of prayer as such, because
I do that myself, but whilst on a walk, on your knees?
This image kept nibbling at me and I must admit that it
slowed me down and I actually took a serious look around
me: beautiful trees, magnificent hills, tranquil streams, indeed
to be honest a most blessed place. I noticed the peace and the
joy of being free to walk in such a place. I relaxed into the
absolute bliss of being in that place at that time. It made me
want to pray too. To say thank you to a God who can so easily
be seen around here. I don’t know if that man was praying on
his knees, but if he was, I suddenly understood why he would
want to.
Pray means different things to everybody, but a definition
taken from the Google dictionary is: ‘a solemn request for help
or expression of thanks addressed to God or another deity’.
Presently there is much that needs help. There is great wrong,
so much pain and suffering, so many things that are out of
our hands. I am not naïve enough to believe that we can walk
blindly through the world and not feel hurt, but this walk and
this man, whoever he was, taught me that we can also take
time to offer up our ‘expression of thanks’. Alongside the need
for a cry to a God, we must also surely offer thanks for beauty,
peace, freedom and the space in which we can worship in a
way of our own choosing.
Thanks be to God.
K. Lewis

W

New Distributor needed for
All Stretton/Inwood

T

A display of some of the books by Hesba Stretton, the
local-born author of Children’s stories. Currently within
the Library is a fantastic collection of works by this 19th
century novelist. These wonderful books were very
kindly donated to the Library Service by a local family.
They are available to view within the library as reference
only, so please ask a member of staff to open the Local
History cabinet.
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he Distribution Manager is hoping to find a new
Distributor to help the team who deliver to your
door. The round covers the north edge of All
Stretton (beyond the church) and up to Inwood.
This round is unusual in that there are currently only
four copies but these cover quite a distance.
The round would suit someone with a car or, better still,
a keen walker. Although only four subscribers are affected
it is important that we continue to cover rounds like this in
order to keep the distribution of Stretton Focus intact.
The new Distributor would, of course, receive a free
copy of the magazine each month.
Please contact Richard Carter on 724106 if you can
help.
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12/02/2016 11:20

Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Budget 2016/17
At the Town Council meeting on 19th January Town
Councillors approved the new budget for 2016/17.
This year the budget is set against a backdrop of
Shropshire Council’s announcement of its new Financial
Strategy for the next two years showing a number of key
services effectively being ‘decommissioned’. This could
potentially include our swimming pool and our library.
We are currently in negotiations with Shropshire Council
to take on responsibility for some services previously directly
provided by them, including management of the town car
parks, and a new vision for the visitor information/tourism
service in the town.
Wherever possible, savings have been identified in the
budget, but some cost increases have been unavoidable, such
as the termination of the ‘contracted-out’ rate of National
Insurance which has added 3.4% to our staffing costs, and
a staged programme of path resurfacing in the park and
cemeteries. As we increase the range of services we provide
and amenities that we manage, there is also an inevitable
consequence that we will need to increase staffing resources.
This year’s budget therefore includes provision for a new
post (yet to be determined). We have also included in the
budget expenditure on a number of new items agreed with
councillors, i.e.:
• Re-establishing the lighting on the footbridge
• Support for the Christmas Lights
• Funds to develop and improve the Coppice
Leasowes Nature Reserve
The Town Council has therefore agreed a Precept
requirement for 2016/2017 of £339,644, resulting in a Band
D Council Tax of £160.18 which is an increase of £18.48 for
the year (35 pence per week).
‘Clean for the Queen’ – Town Park
Our local Pride of Place Volunteers will be working with
our park staff and town warden in cleaning and repainting
the play area equipment to support a special clean up
weekend to mark the Queen’s 90th birthday in early March.
‘Clean for the Queen’ is a campaign promoted by Keep
Britain Tidy and Country Life which aims to co-ordinate
a country wide clean up and to encourage more people to
reduce their litter habit.
A ‘Day in the Life’ of the Town Warden by Jan Heaney
I eagerly took up this brand new role in September of
last year. I was to become ‘the eyes and ears’ of the Town
Council, seven days a week, watching out for any problems
that need dealing with throughout the town. These have
included problems as diverse as unsafe trees, a flooding
stream, hedges growing over pathways, bonfires on council
green spaces, unlit streets and repairs needed to play
equipment.
One annoying problem that had already been flagged up
was the refusal by a small number of dog owners to clean up
after their pets. I have spoken to many dog walkers and have
found that they feel just as frustrated about this and many
clean up after others around town. Dog mess is not just
unsightly and disgusting if trodden in but is also a real health
hazard causing toxocariasis in humans which is a serious
illness that can lead to blindness. Poo bags are available free
at the Council Office for those who have forgotten them
or feel unable to afford them, as well as dog poo scoops for
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those who are finding it difficult
to bend. To help stop this
anti-social behaviour, the Town
Council have now obtained
a CCTV camera which I can
move around town to catch the
perpetrators on film so that they
can be named and shamed.
I also litter pick and I’m
happy to report that most
people do use the litter bins
provided. A small number of
school children do tend to
discard their sweet wrappers and
drinks cans in a trail across the
playing fields, so perhaps a little
education is needed. Our biggest
problem is caused by smokers who obviously fail to see their
discarded cigarette ends as litter and there are some unsightly
accumulations of these outside our shops and cafés.
For incidents of both dog fouling and littering, I am
authorised to take details of the offender and report the
incident. This can eventually lead to them receiving a £75
fine.
There are of course also many positives to the job
(despite the recent incessant rain!). Visitors often stop me
to ask directions and all are extremely complimentary about
Church Stretton. We have very few instances of vandalism or
graffiti. I have met up with the ‘Pride of Place’ volunteers on
a Sunday morning as they help to keep our streets spick and
span with a real feeling of community pride and care.
Just talking to my fellow residents, finding out if there
are any problems that concern them and trying to sort out a
solution is the most rewarding part of my job.
Please come and chat to me. I am easy to spot with
my green uniform and fluorescent top with Town Warden
emblazoned across the back. Let’s continue to make our town
a place to be proud to call home.
There’s more information about the job on our Facebook
page; the link is https://www.facebook.com/Church-StrettonTown-Warden-962737363819552/
Coppice Leasowes Nature Reserve – a thank you
On behalf of all the volunteers and members of the
Coppice Leasowes Working Group, I would like to say a
big thank you to Stretton Focus for providing a Community
Award Scheme Grant in order to enable the Group to
develop a publicity leaflet for the nature reserve. The aim is
to encourage more visitors to the site by raising the profile of
the reserve, and to highlight different aspects of the site and
the various species that can be found there.
Anonymous Complaints
From time to time in the office we do receive
anonymous complaints. Whilst we understand that there
are often sensitivities about making a complaint, the lack
of information about how to contact or respond to a
complainant does severely limit how we are able to respond.
Often the matter raised needs to be reported to another
agency to action, and most will not do this without the name
and contact information for a complainant.
Marian Giles, Town Clerk
Cllr Mike Walker, Mayor, Church Stretton Town Council

March 2016

Stretton Focus

12/02/2016 11:20

Men’s Breakfast
Football, Punk and Jesus
he guest speaker at our next Breakfast is David
O’Brien. David comes from a working class
background from a Council Estate in Stockport. He
left school with no qualifications and did various labouring
jobs, drifting into a life of football on the terraces. He
became a skinhead and a punk and was not proud of his
brawls and dead end lifestyle. When Stockport played
Telford, he found himself detained under Her Majesty’s
Pleasure before appearing before Wrekin Magistrates on one
Monday morning.
Later he came across people giving out Christian tracts
and after reading some he found himself ‘talking to the
ceiling’ challenging God ‘if you are really there, show me’.
Suddenly he felt a powerful peace descending upon him
from above.
No one was more surprised than David that firstly, he
became a Christian and secondly, that he is now a vicar in
Shrewsbury.
David is sharing his story at our next Men’s Breakfast
on Saturday 19th March at 7.30am in Church Stretton
Parish Centre. Free admission, no need to book, come
along with an open mind and enjoy a full English breakfast.
David has written a book entitled Northern Soul; Football,
Punk, Jesus published by Onwards and Upwards, priced
John Hughes
£8.99.					

T

Coffee Morning for
Médecins Sans Frontières
Churches Together Coffee Morning for Médecins Sans
Frontières
édecins Sans Frontières (Doctors without
Borders) believes that ‘all people have the right to
medical care regardless of gender, race, religion,
creed or political affiliation’ and that their needs outweigh
the respect for national boundaries. It also speaks out on
behalf of those they treat and acts to expose injustice. It
not only takes humanitarian aid to those affected by war
or natural disaster, but has large scale medical programmes
especially in refugee camps including at Calais and Dunkirk.
As a result of the scale of the European refugee crisis
last autumn, Churches Together in the Strettons organised
a table-top sale which raised nearly £2,000.We are now
arranging a Coffee Morning in the URC hall from 10am
to 12 noon on Saturday, March 12th to add to our total
raised.
There will be a cake stall, tombola, raffle, paperback
fiction stall and a ‘Yellow and Green’ stall (selling things
that are predominantly green or yellow in colour) as well as
refreshments.
Please come and help us help those who can’t help
themselves because of the situation they are in but need
medical help or humanitarian aid.

M

18

52 March 2016 mag.indd 13

Fish and Chip Supper
We invite you to our annual
Fish & Chip Supper
on Saturday 5th March at the Silvester Horne Institute
7.15 p.m. for 7.30 p.m.
Cost £10.00 each
Ian Caskie will talk to us about S.S. Great Britain.
She was built by Brunel as the first ocean going steam
ship with an iron hull, the first driven by a propeller. She
was launched in 1843, a wonder of the Victorian age.
Tickets available from John Thomas, Florist;
Brian and Alison Bradley 722138;
Richard and Jill Turner Jones 724371.

Recipe of the Month
Hampshire
Roll
My cookery
book calls this a
Hampshire Roll
- as this is flat!
But who am I to
argue.....and it
does taste great.
Ingredients:
8oz soft unsalted butter
3 eggs
6oz caster sugar
2 tablespoons double cream
finely grated zest of one orange
6oz sifted plain flour
a pinch of salt
1½ lbs Cox or Granny Smith apples
6oz apricot jam
sifted icing sugar.
Preheat the oven to 200C (Gas 6). Use 2 oz of the butter
to generously grease a large pie dish. To make the sponge,
cream the sugar with the remaining butter until light in
colour, then beat in the eggs, double cream and orange zest.
Fold in the flour and salt. Peel, core and slice the apples.
Spread 4oz of the jam over the bottom of the dish. Sprinkle
over half of the apples, then evenly spoon over half of the
sponge mixture. Mix the remaining apples and jam together,
place over the top of the sponge mixture in the dish and
cover with the remaining sponge mixture. Smooth the top.
Bake in the oven for 40 to 50 minutes until golden.
Serve, sprinkled with icing sugar and hot custard. You
will not care what it’s called!
‘Her Ladyship’
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Royal British Legion ‘Heroes’ in Church Stretton

ll Poppy Sellers are heroes, tramping in pouring rain
from house to house, or standing on a cold, windy
and wet street corner in Church Stretton. Many have
been carrying out this task for many years and many are way
above pension age. All are very important to the Royal British
Legion and it’s very difficult to select one of those heroes, but
one who is worth highlighting and indeed not afraid to give
her age away is ‘brummie girl’, Doris, known by everyone as
‘Dos’ Cooper who has been ‘shaking the poppy tin for nearly
20 years on Chelmick Drive’.
In November, Dos, who will shortly be celebrating her
90th birthday, tackles one of the steepest roads in Church
Stretton with her poppy tray says, ‘Everyone on Chelmick
Drive waits for me to come knocking on their doors to buy a
poppy. They will not get a poppy until I call’.
Dos has lived in Church Stretton for over 30 years, comes
from the Northfield area of Birmingham, and has always been
interested in supporting the Royal British Legion. Her father
was in World War One, her husband served in the Fleet Air
Arm during WW2 and her brother was in the Royal Navy
Arctic Conveys, being lucky to survive when the destroyer he
served on was sunk.
Through heroes like Dos, the local branch last year
collected over £8,500 from the sales of poppies, two concerts,
a quiz and donations. If you would like to volunteer to

RBL Member Peter Gardiner, Dos Cooper and Nigel Marsden –
RBL Chairman

Crown Green Bowling in Church Stretton

C

rown Green Bowls continues to be enjoyed in Church
Stretton. We are very lucky to have such a well cared
for green in the attractive town park setting. Three
clubs share the green – Church Stretton Town Bowling Club,
Church Stretton Probus Men’s Bowling Club and Church
Stretton Ladies’ Bowling Club. The clubs play league and
friendly matches as well as club games and competitions.
During the season the ladies play the Probus men in a series
of matches. These are keenly fought over with a shield for the
winning club. The 2015 season was won by the ladies. The
photograph shows them with the shield at their end-of-season
lunch.
Both the Town Bowling Club and Probus Men’s Bowling
Club have vacancies and would welcome new members for
the 2016 season commencing in April. (Playing for Probus
Bowling Club is not conditional upon being a member of
Probus.) For details contact the relevant person given in the
yellow Focus Societies pages.

E

become a hero and help us this year please contact Peter
Gardiner on 01694 722662. Peter is also the one organising
the annual quiz with Quiz Master Ken Willis, on Saturday
5th March 2016 at Church Stretton Club, Essex Road,
starting at 7.30pm. So come along and exercise the ‘grey
matter’ and support a ‘good cause’.
John Corfield – RBL - PR Officer

The victorious ladies

Church Stretton Croquet Club Invites New Members

ach year the Croquet Club in Church Stretton coaches potential new members to see whether they would like to
join. Our season starts on 1st April and we welcome anyone who would like to try this fascinating sport. The club
provides suitable games for all abilities and every Tuesday afternoon arranges a ‘Club Afternoon’ when anyone who
comes is guaranteed a game. We also offer more competitive games with trophies awarded at the end of the season.
As well as the five sessions of coaching, more experienced members regularly help new arrivals to get a grip on the game.
Association Croquet is different from the garden variety and is described as producing an interesting cross between snooker
and chess…you have to think about the next move! And contrary to popular opinion, it is not vicious! We are a very friendly
club.
Church Stretton Croquet Club also provides an important social side to membership with cream teas on the lawn: how
civilised! We also have a summer buffet supper and an annual dinner, plus extras planned through the season.
So, if your appetite – or more importantly your competitive skills – are whetted, then please get in touch with Fane
Conant, Club Secretary, on 01694 722610, or email fane@conant.org.uk.
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Thank you
Inner Wheel Club of Church Stretton – Coffee and Cake
Anyone
The Inner Wheel Club of Church Stretton held a
coffee morning on Saturday 9th January 2016 in support of
Parkinson’s Research. This was in conjunction with all the
other Inner Wheel Clubs in the District all in support of
Parkinson’s Research.
It was really well supported and everyone enjoyed
their coffee in a happy relaxed atmosphere with a little
added excitement thrown in whilst chancing their luck at
Tombola.
We would like to say a big thank you to everyone
who supported us and all who helped to make this event
a success especially the helpers and staff at Ley Gardens. A
good time was had by all and we raised £300 for Parkinson’s
Research.
Joan Liebrecht
Rotary Club of Church Stretton – Tree of Light and
Carols in the Square 2015
Following the Tree of Light appeal the Rotary Club of
Church Stretton is pleased to announce that donations have
been sent to the three charities named.
Through the generosity of those who sponsored a light
in memory of a loved one or cause, Hope House Children’s
Hospice, Severn Hospice and Midlands Air Ambulance each
have been given £1,000.
Additionally the Lingen Davies Cancer Care Treatment
Centre located at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital has been
given £700. This money was raised by the bucket collection
at Carols in the Square and a £200 contribution from a
generous donor.
Once again the community of Church Stretton and the
surrounding area have shown how generous they are. We are
grateful to you all and hope to see you next year.
Thank you for your support.
Colin McIntyre
President
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Royal National Lifeboat Institution
We thank The Hobson’s Choice Sea Shanty Singers
for entertaining us so well on 22nd January. It was a good,
noisy and cheerful sing-song and the enthusiastic Singers
clearly enjoyed what they were doing and carried us with
them. We made a wonderful £405. We thank those who
came, those who couldn’t but made donations, Sharla and
Tony Greenway for their new kind of refreshments (much
appreciated) and the Church Stretton Club for letting us use
its room and its hospitality. Thank you all very much.
R. M. Turner Jones
Mayfair donation
Strettondale Probus club held their Ladies Night at the
Longmynd Hotel on Saturday, 30th January. Entertainment
for the evening was provided by ‘The Usual Lot’, that’s
Roy Abbott, Steve Butler, Bill Ross and Wally Walmsley.
The Probus club organised a raffle and kindly donated the
proceeds of £200 to a charity of the entertainers’ choice –
they chose Mayfair.
Bill Ross
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Focus on Faith
Polystyrene Chips and Bubble Wrap

O

ne of the real pains in modern life is packaging.
It seems ridiculous to have slices of ham sealed in
plastic, even if the tear off top sometimes makes
access to the ham easier. Move away from food to small
items, such as a new toothbrush and hard welded plastic is
everywhere. The growth of online shopping has fostered a
parallel growth in the use of cardboard boxes.
Faith is delivered in packaging too. Perhaps that is one
of the reasons for the dramatic fall in church attendance in
recent years. The packaging has become hard to deal with.
It may not be faith which is failing but the packaging may
be putting people off. Christ’s core message was very simple.
Christian faith is essentially very simple. However churches
package it with doctrine, ceremony, myth and mystery; just
like using wrapping paper and polystyrene chips. It also
serves to narrow the faith, channelling it in ways which suit
the doctrine. We need to get inside that wrapping, get to the
content and release understanding of the spiritual bigness of
faith.
So who can help? The press is no use at all. It wraps
faith in religion and then puts that inside its own branded
wrappers. There are ghetto slots like Thought for the Day
on Radio 4, some newspapers have dedicated columns and
Sunday morning TV is another area with its own branding
and packaging.
Where can we go to get help understanding faith
better? Where there is no packaging or branding, no ritual,
mystery or impenetrable doctrine. We need places which are
open, inclusive and questioning. Places where our spirit is
awakened to fresh ideas and interpretation. They need to be
inclusive and questioning so that faith and belief do not get
narrowed by false boundaries, trapped in bubble wrap.
All churches are concerned about faith and how it
is perceived in society. We do not always challenge our
packaging. Where we can we must learn to do so; then we
can help those who are striving to understand God, striving
to get past the wrappers which strangle access to true
expression and the understanding of faith.
Roger Wilson

W

e have had a busy start to the year with children’s
half term ‘Spring Madness’ workshops and a
special Valentine’s Open Day at the store. Our
artists were out and about delivering Chinese New Year and
Sleep Week workshops for our regional schools as well as
entertaining sheltered housing residents across the county
with interesting creative craft demonstrations.
Special Easter Holiday Workshops for children aged
7+ are on the agenda for Monday March 21st and Tuesday
March 22nd with two workshops on both days from
10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm. Booking for
workshops is essential on 01694 328508.
Our immediate future plans include a presence at the
Children’s Festival in Shrewsbury on April 23rd/24th and at
Church Stretton’s own Music Festival on Saturday May 7th.
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Kaboodle’s Nepal School Library Appeal

hayne and Hazel from Kaboodle will be returning to
Nepal this April to meet Mani Kumar Rai the teacher
they now sponsor at Bakhapalam School. In March
2011 they attended the opening ceremony of eight new
classrooms at the school which they had helped raise funds for
through the charity Classrooms in the Clouds (CITC).
Whilst there, they will also be attending the re-opening
of Majhaun School that was demolished by the earthquake
in April last year. Majhaun’s rebuild has been funded by
the charity’s disaster fund which received over £100,000
in donations, £3,300 of which came through Kaboodle’s
fundraising on top of their £1,200 teacher sponsorship for the
year.
This amount was achieved with the amazing support of
local groups, customers, and friends of Kaboodle, through
donations, fundraising events and the sponsorship of Shayne
in his five half and one full marathons.
We cannot thank you enough!
On the Nepal trip they will be taking jumpers that have
been kindly donated by one of Church Stretton’s Charity
shops, to a non-government-funded boarding school in

Lukla. It was set up by Dawa one of CITC trustees and local
businesses to accommodate orphans and those children that
live too far away from school to be able to walk there every
day.
With their luggage allowance taken up with jumpers, they
are appealing instead for funds for Bakhapalam’s school library
towards books and the purchase of two CD players.
Reading is a very new experience for many children in the
Everest region and they love finding out about the wonders of
the world from books. Learning becomes more fun when it is
brought to life through pictures and stories and we would like
to make this part of everyday life.
At Pilgrims book store in Nepal, for as little as £3, they
can buy books that are culturally appropriate for Nepali
students, and by purchasing them in Nepal they will be
supporting local authors and shops. Aid through trade
is fundamental to the recovery of Nepal. You can make
donations or have a chat with Hazel or Shayne at Kaboodle
in Church Stretton or Ludlow. To find out more about the
charity visit www.classroomsintheclouds.org

A Quaker Voice

commitments of other religions. On this view religion is seen
as exclusive, potentially intolerant, at worst murderous.’
Spiritual but not religious?
She continues: ‘By contrast the spiritual seems
his is one of the options which questionnaires now
intrinsically more flexible and open-hearted … non-sectarian,
offer us to describe ourselves, and which Donald
inclusive, grounded in lived experience rather than tradition
Horsfield chose as the title for his recent talk in the
… (all) … without sacrificing personal liberty or authenticity.
Engaging Issues series. Donald got me thinking…
No wonder it seems more attractive!’
My parents were church-goers and from a young age I was
Society’s inexorable drift from the religious to the secular
taken to church every Sunday morning and to Sunday School is reflected among Quakers too. Some identify more closely
in the afternoon. I grew to dislike Sundays. As soon as I was
with our evangelical Christian beginnings, some less so,
able I left the church and took with me a lasting prejudice
some hardly at all. However, our community manages to
against Christianity (as I then perceived it), to which I am
accommodate a range of views on the religious–spiritual
only now becoming reconciled. And yet … all that time I
spectrum. This is because we consider that the way we
knew that I was, deep down, ‘spiritual’ – somehow in touch
conduct ourselves in this world – living simply, peacefully,
with the sacred dimension of things. I was also sympathetic
truthfully, upholding the equality of all men and women – is
to core Christian values like compassion, tolerance and social more important than what we as individuals may or may not
justice. So how did The Church fail to convince me and then agree about what lies behind the word ‘God’. This is what
lose me?
allowed me, still antipathetic to Christianity when I joined
Sarah Bachelard, an American Anglican priest, speaks
the Quakers, to be given a welcome and a spiritual home from
for my younger self when she says: ‘For those who identify
which to set out on my own, long-delayed journey.
themselves as spiritual-not-religious, religion tends to be
Speaking of journeys, I like this quote from Fr. Laurence
associated with self-interested institutions, rigid dogma
Freeman: ‘We are not human beings on a spiritual journey.
and corporate discipline. To commit to one religion seems
We are spiritual beings on a human journey.’
to imply rejection or hostility towards the claims and
John Dennison

T

O

United Reformed Church

n 14th February 1860 seven people formed the Fellowship, which has become Church Stretton United Reformed
Church, and in 2010 we celebrated the 150th Anniversary of the event. In May this year there’s another 150th
birthday – the church building was opened on 29th May 1866.
A long report in the Wellington Journal and Shrewsbury News began: ‘The picturesque locality of Church Stretton was made
very lively on Monday last by a great influx of visitors consequent upon the celebration of the opening services at the New
Congregational Chapel in that town. The weather was most propitious and the whole proceedings passed off satisfactorily, and
with great eclat.’
We’re planning a small display of documents and pictures on the history of the building. Also we would very much like to
hear if any Focus reader has a story of a family member who was associated with the Church in the 1860s.
Surnames we’ve found so far include Davies and Jones (frequently) and less often Bailey, Jenkins, Lester and Lewis. The
previous owners of the site were Clempson and Phippen. If you can help, please phone Sue Hird 01694 724235 or Rowland
Jackson 01694 722390, or email us at churchstrettonurc@gmail.com
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Church Stretton St

Stereotypes

T

he term ‘stereotype’ is laced with disapproval. Why wouldn’t it? Stereotyping is bad. It
breeds prejudice, which in turn leads to discrimination. Let us all get on our soapboxes
and preach its horrors. We’re entitled to this – we’re helping make the world a better
place. Right? Surely nobody would ever preach against something that they themselves do. But
if that is true, then nobody can preach against stereotypes.
I think I’m beginning to work out why this is an issue that hasn’t been fixed.
Let’s set aside our egos for a moment and hold the need for perfection for a moment.
Let’s inspect ourselves in the empowering light of truth. We all stereotype. You, me and every
protester in the world.
It comes from our basic instincts; our basic need to sort ‘dangerous’ from ‘harmless’ is
what first caused this habit way back in the human race’s earliest days. If we didn’t do it, then
we would die. It is literally programmed into our DNA.
We naturally view the world through senses tinted by stereotypes. As you read this, you
immediately draw conclusions of what I’m like and who I am from the tone that I write this

The Education Divide

I

f one casts one’s mind back to the May 2015 election, most of you will remember four
very different looking 50 year old, white males, all standing for very different ideals.
However, many of you will be surprised to know three of the four shared one common
experience; a private education. Nigel Farage attended Dulwich College, PM David Cameron
was educated at Eton College and Nick Clegg learnt his P’s from his Q’s at Westminster
School - all of which are delightfully prestigious institutions. Let us not forget the lone weed
who managed to crack through the concrete of political aristocracy... Labour’s Mr. Miliband.
The fact that he alone studied at a comprehensive school may be telling, yet his school,
Haverstock Comprehensive School, is known as ‘Eton for Lefties’, this confirms that any
hopes of a peasant politician are simply seeping down the cracks. I suppose this is proof that a
private education is the best education. No one can deny it’s the best start. If you want to get
to the top.
The natural instinct of every parent is to want the best for their offspring. So what
would possess a loving parent to drop their child in a school that instils upper class values
just from the gates? Fear of the poor? Well, 7% of parents seem to think so; who can blame
them! I mean have you seen us at Church Stretton School... are we really a threat to society?
Considering Britain prides itself in being a “diverse nation that accepts all”, you may be
surprised to know that the very politicians who quote this were educated in an establishment
that ostracises the poor and harnesses the rich. This is not equality. This is a joke.

Anti-Social Media

W

ith the advancement of technology during the last century, we have been able
to access so much more knowledge and achieve great things. The smart-phone
sitting in your pocket right now is 120,000,000 times more powerful than the
Orion Computer, which travelled to space upon Apollo 11. Now, with this amazing piece
of technology – a simple phone – we can access any piece of information imaginable; or we
can use it to play tedious games, spy on our family via social media, or spend countless hours
watching videos of others misfortune. Yes, when you put it like that – it sounds absurd!
When I’m out and about, chances are I’ll quite literally bump into people in the street
– staring intently at their phones as they stroll down the pavement, paying absolutely no
attention to where they’re going or what they’re doing! I could even look into a restaurant
window and see people glued to their screens, handing tablets to their children to keep them
quiet. Has today’s society evolved past the point of needing to experience the real world? Even
the petty need to gossip has been overwhelmed by that of checking your obnoxious friend’s
wall, to scoff at what they’ve been doing, secretly refreshing until it borders the realm of
stalking...
Most of the time we plan to actually meet others, we throw this plan out of the window
and end up on our phones – cluttering our minds with meaningless junk. In the last 30 years,
we have regressed into an utter dependency on phones to socialise, despite being surrounded
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on Student Journalists
in. If you see someone, you immediately assign labels to
them – gender, age, ethnicity – and from there, you draw
conclusions about their personality.
This isn’t necessarily dangerous. Stereotypes themselves
are not harmful, only what we do with them, the prejudices
we create from them. So surely it’s okay for us to incubate
our stereotypes as long as we don’t allow prejudice to follow?
Or are the two linked beyond help?
I say we need change, but not standing in front of
crowds shouting motivational words change. Not sneaking
around, bringing dystopian governments to their knees
change. No. The change isn’t dramatic and it certainly isn’t
glorious. I’m sorry to disappointment.
The change we need is personal. It requires each of us to

look within ourselves and admit our own fault. Only then
can we begin to enact the change that we all say we’re so
desperate for.
It’s down to us. We need to look into our own hearts
and minds. Does stereotyping lead invariably to prejudice?
In which case: is it bad? Nobody else can make this decision
for you, it is not a fact that can be memorised, it is a
personal choice. And it comes with it another choice – a
choice that gives us power.
Once we decide if stereotyping itself is bad, or maybe
we realise that we simply needs to separate it from prejudice,
then our choice is what do we do now. Do we act on this
newfound knowledge?
Charlie VanDerz
What will you do?			

Of course, some private school parents may argue that
everyone can afford a place at an independent school if state
school parents prioritise their child’s education. So I decided
to look at some figures to find out for myself and found
some rather interesting results. According to the Killik and
Company Report (sourced from BBC), private schooling
from primary age to A-Levels costs a day student £286,000
at £13,194 a year and the average boarder costs parents just
shy of half a million at £30,369 per annum. With a little
more research I found that fees of Shropshire independent
schools are largely lower than the national average but in
the largely affluent Shropshire bubble it could be easy to
presume these prices are still within everybody’s capacity.
However this is not the case. According to the government,
the average UK income is £21,000 per working adult and
after tax, food and gas bills it appears the majority of us
wouldn’t even scrape the bus fare.
Even if my family could afford the fees, I’m still not sure
I’d accept. After recent events like The Paris Terror Attacks,

The Sudan Civil War and the togetherness of Christmas,
it’s fair to say we have been reminded of the importance
of how vital it is to mix with everyone and just get along.
State schools allow those from every background to unite
and collectively build the future we are going to live in.
Evermore, our life experiences construct who we are and
surely by looking up to role models that closely represent
the real society, state schools can only enrich us as human
beings.
In reality, there is no evidence to even suggest that
private schools produce better students and perhaps the
reason behind our ‘posh politicians’ is not what they know
but who they know.
So, parents! If you wish to take the advice of an acneridden, unbeknown to the world, 16 year old school
pupil... send your child to the school with the greatest
opportunities. Not for how much money they may earn,
not for who they may know or where they may go. For life.
John Lewis

by people, but what impact does this have on our real lives?
Most of the time when visiting family, one important
question is always asked – but it is hardly ever a simple
‘How are you?’. Instead we are always prompted to ask
‘What’s your wifi password?’ or ‘Do you have a charger?’.
It is a completely ridiculous notion that we cannot enjoy
ourselves without technology - which is becoming the
‘pacifier’ of our society. Parents these days even rely upon
it to entertain their own children, rather than encouraging
them to read or go outside and play! It is almost certainly
worse when the Internet goes down, and teens go into an
almost ‘cold turkey’ state, losing all function as they simply
haven’t learnt to live without Wi-Fi!
Of course, some online platforms are fantastic at
keeping in touch with family and friends, and sharing
photos or opinions online. But at what point does this oversharing become addictive, and our need to ‘socialise’ become
obsessive? By being ‘sociable’ we are neglecting those who

are important in our lives, and for the first time ever there
has been a huge divide between the ages. Many of the
elderly in today’s society are being forced to adapt or face
being left behind in a rapidly evolving community.
Many people these days scroll enviously down their
Facebook walls, spying on people they’ve never met, ‘living’
in a cyber-world where everything and everyone is perfect.
Social media only does more to diminish self esteem and
creates a false sense of the heavily edited ‘real world’ through
the lens of a camera. We should all make an effort to enjoy
reality, and become more aware of those who cannot access
the Internet. We could all monitor the use of our gadgets
because now technology is progressing increasingly; this is
good, as we will only continue to progress as people, given
that we use it to enrich our lives in the right way.
After all, we don’t want to become ignorant people with
Smart Phones.
Danielle Morgan
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Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Holes found in far-fetched claims for cheese
eadlines in January about cheese as a treatment for
cancer need to be taken with a large pinch of salt.
The Sun led the way on January 14th with ‘Brielliant news: New study says cheese can help stave off cancer’.
Amid the rush the Sunday Express on January 18th reported
with the headline ‘Un-brie-lievable: Fight cancer with
CHEESE, study claims’. They weren’t the only members of
the press to develop tortuous puns or compete to show gooey
blocks of (usually French) cheese.
In the fight for responsible reporting of scientific
discoveries this one takes the biscuit.
The School of Dentistry at the University of Michigan
looked at a chemical called nisin, which occurs naturally
in dairy products. It is one of the natural preservatives that
makes cheese possible. The scientists gave nisin milkshakes
to laboratory mice with neck tumours. After nine weeks over
70% of the tumours had been reduced significantly.
To be fair to the University of Michigan, a look at their
original press release puts the knife into the blown up story.

H

The amount of nisin used in the study was over 20 times
the most ever found in a foodstuff. The study was in mice not
men. There was no indication that the mice had been cured.
Clinical trials in human subjects are planned and typically it
could be five years before nisin could be shown to have any
value in treating human cancers, if in fact it ever does.
Knowing this any cancer patient would have every right
to feel blue.
The study also found that nisin fought MRSA, one of
the bacterial superbugs, and it is quite possible that this
application may take priority over treating cancer.
Popular national newspapers are jettisoning accuracy
and balance in their search for circulation. Science itself is
not jeopardized, but such irresponsibility raises expectations
through a fictitious headline and incomplete reporting. So,
beware!
Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care holds its March
meeting on Monday 14thth March at 2.30pm in Mayfair.
The speaker is Julie McLoughlin who is an outreach worker
with CAB. She will be talking about the financial advice and
support which is available to cancer patients and carers. All
are welcome.				
Roger Wilson

Letter
National Trust Hydroelectric Scheme
he plan by the National Trust to use hydro power to
make electricity sounds great but may be hampered
by 1960s water Resources Acts that impose levies on
water used, so as to make such clean energy uneconomic.
I remember that thousands of water wheels and
mills were smashed by order of the inspectors, who were
imposing the levies, rather like the window taxes of
Georgian times that walled up all the openings in houses to
avoid paying duty. Of course the water levy was sponsored
by the oil and electricity industry, and resulted in a South
Wales woollen mill, driven free by water turbines to tear
them out and install diesel engines, afterwards going out of
business.
However, unless the 1960s laws are reversed, I see
no point in generating a pound’s worth of electricity and
paying £5 levy for this privilege, just to be ‘green’.
OK, donations may subsidise the turbines by paying
the tax on water ‘used’ to generate power but how long are
people going to continue when they know the truth about
who is getting their money?		
Bill Kerswell

T

W

Churches Together in the Strettons

invite you to join us in commemorating the crucifixion of
Jesus Christ. On Good Friday, March 25th, you will be
welcome at any or all of the following events:
10:30 Service for everybody in the Methodist Church,
Watling Street South.
11:30 - 11:35 Assemble in the Station approach road, near
to the junction of Sandford Avenue and Central Avenue
for the Walk of Witness.
11:40 Walk of Witness through Church Stretton to the
Town Square
12:00 noon Good Friday open air service of hymns,
prayers and readings in the Town Square

Church Stretton Indoor Market

e are pleased to announce the return of the new Indoor Market for Church Stretton. The first one for this year
will be held on Thursday, 24th March 2016.
Thanks for your custom and interest in this new outlet for local craftsmen and women. Feedback for the
four markets held from October through December was very positive. Please look out for a new Facebook page shortly to
bring you more information. Further details will also be on the local Buy and Sell website nearer the time.
The venue is the Scout Hut in Church Street and the markets will all be held on Thursdays to coincide with the usual
market in The Square. Should you have any problems with access into the Scout Hut, please attract our attention and the
doors at the end will be opened for pushchairs and wheelchairs etc.
Dates fixed for the first two markets are:
Thursday, 24th March 2016; Thursday, 14th April 2016; Thursday, 19th May 2016; Thursday, 16th June 2016
Times: from 9am to approximately 2 pm.
Booking forms are available now should you require a table or know of anyone who would be interested. For booking
forms please email: sandypearse3@hotmail.com
We look forward to welcoming you on the 24th March 2016. Please add this date to your diary.
Sandy Pearse Tel: 01694 723806 or Mobile: 07946 788720.
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Reflections on Childhood in the 1940s – Part 2

ne memorable day, my father came off-duty
hauling behind him the most revolutionary toy
we ever possessed – a go-cart. In his spare time at
the Fire Station, he had assembled in the workshop two
pairs of pram wheels to two axles, which he joined together
with a plank. Painted bright fire-engine red (of course) and
fitted with a steerable front axle and a brake, this means
of child transport immediately showed dazzling potential.
Within minutes of its arrival, my mother dubbed it the
‘Gatecrasher’. Whether this had any connection with its
violent collision with the garden gate as father hauled it
home was never ascertained; ‘Gatecrasher’ she named it, and
‘The Gatecrasher’ it always remained.
For many years, as house-building slowly advanced, our
road had had just a grey, clinker surface, which often sent
us children home wailing with bleeding, grazed hands and
knees. So that it was a great advance when at last a concrete
surface was laid, and it must have led to my Dad’s idea of
building the go-cart, as well as rendering it possible for us to
play a whole wealth of street games.
I think I can safely boast that ours was the best
Gatecrasher in our road. After the appearance of ours, a
few more – very inferior – models gradually appeared,
but just as soon disintegrated whilst our stouter model
survived for many years. Certainly if its superiority could be
judged by the number of passengers it could carry, this was
most definitely so. We found that by putting an upturned
wooden box on it, our Gatecrasher made an excellent ‘bus’,
carrying six passengers. Three could sit either side, back to
back, plus the driver at the front who steered with a rope
plus feet, and with a perspiring pusher at the back, we spent
hours trundling gaily up and down the then traffic-less road,

C

so we played in perfect safety.
Playing with our Gatecrasher proved a most popular
pastime, and there was never a shortage of passengers, or
volunteers for the jobs of driver, pusher or conductor. There
were mishaps of course; at one point the road sloped down
to meet the fields, and given the unfortunate combination
of an inexperienced driver and an over-enthusiastic pusher,
it was not impossible to discharge the frantic passengers,
box and all, into a squealing heap on the road. This only
added to the excitement, however, and having re-assembled
the ‘bus’ and compared various grazes and bumps, everyone
would resume their places, and after giving dire threats and
advice to the driver, off we would go again.
That smart new concrete road led to skipping games
too; a long washing-line across the road for group skipping,
or our own shorter ones for ‘double jumps’. (A double
jump was when the rope was turned twice for each jump;
who knows – I could maybe do a couple even today if I
really tried!) Sometimes the long rope was used for highjumping, or it would be shaken up and down on the road
surface while others ran and jumped over. We played
cricket too, and ‘I-Ackey’ – a hide-seek-run game. All this,
combined with the option of playing with the go-cart or
in the surrounding fields, must have kept us so fit – and
permanently hungry.
The old house builder died many years ago. Today that
cul-de-sac is a busy through-road, and the fields are all gone,
vanished beneath houses and gardens. The inhabitants,
mowing their neat lawns where once there were green fields
and wild flowers, will never know the fun that was once had
A.N. 2016
there, way back in the 1940s.		

Country Market

hurch Stretton Country Market reopens for business
on Friday 11th March between 8.30 and 12.00
at the Mayfair Centre, Easthope Road, Church
Stretton.
Following a very successful year in 2015 we look
forward to welcoming back our existing customers and any
new ones who would like to enjoy a very high standard
of fresh baking, both sweet and savoury, free range farm
eggs, seasonal fruit and vegetables and a wide selection of
individual handmade craft items including hand crafted
cards, hand knitted and hand woven scarves, children’s
knitted garments and a selection of hand turned wooden
items.
Be sure of a warm welcome at our market each Friday.
If there is anyone out there who would like to join us as a
producer or helper, please feel free to contact Ann on 07889
143057 or thecountrylady123@msn.com. Alternatively just
call in.					Ann Lloyd

Friday 11th March 7.30pm at Church Stretton Methodist
Church: Sustainable Transport – A lecture by Christian
Wolmar.
hristian Wolmar is an awardwinning writer and broadcaster
specialising in transport.
Christian is acknowledged as one of the
UK’s leading commentators on transport
matters. He broadcasts frequently on
radio and TV and is a regular pundit on
the national news bulletins of terrestrial
channels and Sky, as well as having appeared on virtually
every radio news programme from World at One and The
World Tonight to Radio One’s NewsBeat and LBC. Among his
TV appearances, he has featured on Coast, Julia Bradbury’s
Railway Walks and the railway programmes presented by Ian
Hislop and Michael Portillo.
Admission free to members; non-members £3.

C

Mayfair Lottery Results for January
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Shropshire Music Trust 2015/2016 Season
Wildmen of the Baroque … spicy anecdotes, and a super-energy concert at Shropshire Music
Trust event…

T

he Methodist Church, Church Stretton, is the venue
on Friday 18th March at 7pm for what promises to
be a stunning concert organised by Shropshire Music
Trust. Musicians will be Piers Adams playing recorders and
harpsichordist David Wright – half of the renowned and
highly-popular Red Priest (who have received much acclaim
from South Shropshire audiences in recent times).
Director of Shropshire
Music Trust, Kate Hogwood
said: “A thrilling musical
journey with these two
masters of the baroque
spanning the entire period
from the mad and surreal
world of the 17th century
Italian Seicenta period,
where fantasy and invention
abounded, as displayed in
the bizarre meanderings of
Heinrich Biber, through
to the more familiar and
fascinatingly embellished
works of Castello, Corelli,
Scarlatti and Handel. The
David Wright
duo are one half of the supergroup Red Priest, and with all
of the same energy and freedom this is chamber music for
all, with an astonishing, larger-than-life range of virtuoso

techniques and expressive colours, and as natural raconteurs
they lead their audience through the era with fascinating
insights into the music and instruments, plus a helping of
spicy anecdotes!”
Piers Adams is working with recorder groups and
schools in the area, and attending workshops, and
interactive shows. Anyone interested should please call
01694 722656 for further information.
Tickets from the local box office, Burway Books,
18 Beaumont Road,
Church Stretton
01694 723388 and
available online www.
ticketsource.co.uk/
smt, or by phone, post
and in person from
Windband,
9 Greyfriars Road,
Shrewsbury SY3 7EN,
01743 367482,
email info@windband.
co.uk55
Full details www.
shropshiremusictrust.
Piers Adams
co.uk

Amnesty International Ceilidh
The Compost Band makes a welcome return on
Friday 4th March from 7pm onwards
ast year’s ceilidh at The Silvester Horne
Institute, on behalf of Amnesty International,
exceeded all our expectations. The Compost Band
had everyone dancing, except when we were all enjoying the
tasty hot supper provided.
We are thrilled to say that The Compost Band will be
with us again for our Amnesty group’s sixth Ceilidh.
Tickets (including supper) £12, and £5 for under 16s.
Bring your own alcohol.
Only 90 tickets are available, so dance your way to John
Thomas, Sandford Avenue, or call Liz on 01694 720175.

L

Where was it?

T

he photo on page 12 shows an engraved stone
incorporated in the wall of what is now the Old
Coppers Malt House. The first recorded buildings
on this site were The Crown Inn and a malthouse built by
a Mr Copper and his son W… in 1587. The whole of the
building at the corner of Shrewsbury Road and Sandford
Avenue was The Hotel. The central portion was built in
1865 and large extensions built in 1899 and 1906 to
accommodate the surge in visitors coming to the town.
After the disastrous fire in 1968, the hotel never reopened.
The damaged middle portion was rebuilt and is now the
pub Old Coppers Malt House. Why not go and see it?
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Acton Scott

Acton Scott Village Hall, Tuesday 15th March,
7.30pm – Brooklyn (12A). Tickets £4 adults,
£2 students.
Set in the 1950s, a romantic drama adapted from
the novel by Colm Toibin. A young Irish girl
who travels to New York City hoping for a better
life becomes romantically involved with a young man. On
returning home to Ireland she meets another suitor and
becomes torn between the two worlds…
Ample Car Parking. Refreshments available.

Church Stretton

Church Stretton School,
Monday 7th March, 7.30pm –
Everest (12). Tickets £4 adults,
£2 children.
Inspired by the true story of the
1996 Mount Everest disaster. In May that year a group of
climbers began their ascent but were tragically unprepared
for the intense blizzard that enveloped the group, resulting
in catastrophe and Everest’s deadliest day. Documented by
journalist Jon Krakauer (who was part of the party) and
the other climbers, the stories of tragedy and survival are
brilliantly depicted by director Baltasar Kormákur’s superb
star-studded cast.
Refreshments. Ample parking. Enquiries to the school:
01694 722209.

All Stretton

All Stretton Village Hall, Friday 4th March, 7.30pm –
Suffragette (12A). Tickets £4.
Celebrated film about the foot soldiers of the feminist
movement brought into conflict with a shocking level of
state brutality. This is the story of ordinary working women
who, at the failure of peaceful protest, resorted to physical
confrontation to achieve their ends, and were willing to risk
everything – even their lives – for the cause of equality.

Hope Bowdler

Hope Bowdler Village Hall, Wednesday 9th March,
7.30pm – Testament of Youth (12A). Tickets £4.
In 1914, Vera Brittain becomes a student at Somerville
College, Oxford, but when World War I breaks out, her
brother, fiancé and their friends are sent to serve at the front.
Brittain leaves her education behind, following the example
of those who are dear to her and joining the Voluntary Aid
Detachment as a nurse, treating the horribly wounded and
dying from both sides of the conflict. Alicia Vikander is
outstanding as Vera.
Refreshments during the interval.

All Stretton Village Hall, Tuesday 22nd March, 8.00pm –
Addicted to Sheep (PG). Tickets £4.
In the North Pennines, tenant farmers Tom and Kay spend
their days looking after their flock of prized sheep, and
hoping that this will be the year they breed the perfect
one. Director Magali Pettier, herself a farmer’s daughter,
follows a year in their lives, capturing both the stark,
stunning beauty of the landscape, and the brutally hard
graft it takes just to survive.
Information Cate Latchford 01694 723378 catelatchford@hotmail.co.uk
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Live Relays at Church
Stretton School
Thursday 3rd March, 7pm – Hangmen (National Theatre
Live)
After a sell-out run at London’s Royal Court Theatre, Olivier
and Academy Award winner Martin McDonagh returns to
the West End with this deeply funny new play. Pub landlord
Harry Wade (David Morrissey) is something of a local
celebrity in the town of Oldham in Lancashire. But what’s
the second-best hangman in England to do on the day they’ve
abolished hanging? Among the reporters and pub regulars
keen to hear Harry’s reaction to the news, his old assistant
Syd (Andy Nyman) and the peculiar Mooney (Johnny Flynn)
lurk with very different motives for their visit.

Monday 21st March, 7pm – Boris Godunov (Royal
Opera House Live)
Antonio Pappano conducts a new production of
Mussorgsky’s magnificent opera, starring Bryn Terfel and
directed by Richard Jones. The Tsar Boris Godunov came
to power by murdering the nine-year-old Dmitry, heir to
the throne. Boris has ruled well, but famines, thought by
some to be divine punishment, have led to growing support
for his enemies. The young monk Grigory, realising he was
born the same day as the murdered Tsarevich, decides to
pose as the risen Dmitry in a bid to seize the throne.
Each production: Adults £11; Children £5.
Refreshments. Ample parking. Enquiries to the school:
01694 722209

25th Shropshire Vintage and Classic
Motorcycle Show 2016
Sunday 20th March 2016 at 10.30am
Wistanstow Village Hall SY7 8DQ
Guest of Honour will be the renowned British
professional motorcycle racer Michael Rutter together
with display of classic bikes and autojumble.
Admission £3 per person
All proceeds to Wistanstow Primary School
Hot and cold refreshments available.
Sponsored by Woods Brewery
www.shropshirevintagebikeshow.co.uk
01588-672751
0796 8618646
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Visiting Theatre: Pentabus
All Stretton Village Hall, Thursday 10th March, 7.30pm
– Pentabus: This Land. £10 adults; £6 concessions.

A Pentabus Theatre Company and Salisbury Playhouse
Production
Fracking. How far down do you own the land beneath
your feet?
How much does where you live inform the person you
become?
What happens when someone else comes along and stakes
their claim?
For young couple Bea and Joseph this is a story of fracture:
of fractured hearts, lives and lands.
This Land digs down through the history – and the future
– of a patch of earth, and everything that has and will
happen there. Be taken on a theatrical journey through an
ever-changing landscape with this new play.
Information Cate Latchford 01694 723378 catelatchford@
hotmail.co.uk

Trivia Answers
		
		
		
		
		

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

David Walliams
Venus Williams
The Derby
Worcestershire
England
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The More Singers present Duruflé Requiem
and works by Fauré, Poulenc, Vierne, Messiaen, Villette

O

n Saturday 12th March 2016, the More Singers
will present their first concert of the year, featuring
the Duruflé Requiem, in Church Stretton’s United
Reformed Church at 7.30pm. Following previous successful
concerts last year under Musical Director Alistair Auld, the
choir will be presenting some of the great French choral
repertoire from the 20th Century.
The natural succession of 20th Century French choral
composers begins with Fauré (d. 1924) and progresses with
seamless stylistic development through Poulenc (d. 1963),
Duruflé (d.1986), Messiaen (d.1992) and Pierre Villette
(d.1998). All of these composers are featured in the More
Singers programme. Their choral music, whilst possessing
strong individual traits, displays a common thread which
bears the unmistakably French hallmarks of sensitivity,
delicate beauty of melodic line and delectable harmonies
which seem to float effortlessly between distant keys.
These attributes are often applied to the music of
Gabriel Fauré, perhaps the father of this inimitable choral
style and an inspiration to those that followed. Fauré’s
Cantique de Jean Racine is second only to his Requiem for
popularity and will open the concert. Poulenc wrote widely
for choirs and the choir will perform his exquisite Salve
Regina, which is an unaccompanied motet.
The featured work is the great Requiem by Duruflé, a
setting of the Mass with organ accompaniment providing
rich colours and textures which characterise the work and
using medieval plainsong to full effect. There are solo roles

Thursday Night at the Horne
The Churchfitters
Thursday 10th March 2016, 7.30pm
at the Silvester Horne Institute
hurchfitters is a band like no other. A double
bass made out of a saucepan. Heart wrenching
vocals accompanied by a musical saw. Footstompingly fast fiddle mixed with infectious funk- rock
rhythms. And traditional folk tunes reinvigorated with
mesmerizing jazz sax.”
All three musicians live in Brittany and perform
regularly on both sides of the Channel. They first played at
Fairport’s Cropredy Convention in 2009 and were invited
back again in 2014 to rural Oxfordshire where 20,000 pairs
of feet tapped to the infectious beat of The Churchfitters.
It’s unlikely that we will be able to beat that in Church
Stretton! They performed at Theatre Severn last June.
Rosie Short’s voice is equally at home singing husky
blues, plaintive femme folk or ethereal originals. A talented
songwriter, she is also a versatile musician swapping deftly
between flute, saxophone, tin whistle, dulcimer and ukulele.
She lives in Becherel where the band rehearse in an annexe
to her house.
Brother Christopher is a feverishly fast fiddler and lives
in St. Malo, whilst Boris Lebret from Lannion hates to play
a regular instrument when he can cobble together a better
one out of scrap metal. Highlights of his current collection
are the Mercedes Benz Hub Cap Bass Bouzouki, a high class

“C
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for soprano and baritone which will be sung by specially
chosen singers from within the choir.
Oliver Messiaen is renowned for his orchestral and
organ music, but early in his career he composed the
beautiful and compelling O Sacrum Convivium displaying a
mastery of unresolved harmony with a deceptively simple
melody. Similarly, Pierre Villette’s Hymne à la Vierge has an
immediate charm of its own.
The More Singers are joined on this occasion by the
well-known organist Richard Walker to accompany the
Fauré and Duruflé works, the latter being notoriously
challenging and an essential part of the performance,
adding richness and depth to the music. Richard will also
perform two organ solos Naiades and Claire de Lune, both by
Louis Vierne, the great French organist and composer.
Once again, this concert provides challenging and
largely new repertoire for the choir and their enthusiasm
and energy is clear during rehearsals. It is anticipated that
this will be a most enjoyable evening of great choral and
organ music, and it is hoped that the programme will attract
a large audience as has been seen in many recent More
Singers concerts.
Tickets for the concert, priced at £8, to include
refreshments, are available from Burway Books, John
Thomas Florist, or choir members and at the door. After
concert expenses, all profits and donations will go to charity.
For further information about the More Singers and
their concerts, please contact Ann Etches on 01694 723266.
hub cap with added strings, and the legendary Bing Bong
Machine Mark 2 created from a saucepan and hacksaw
blades to produce exactly the right tone of, well, ‘bingbong’.
Mike Harding, a self-confessed “huge, huge fan”, calls
them “totally brilliant and beautiful”.
Tickets £10 each available from John Thomas Florist,
Burway Books, or Church Stretton Council Office.
Please telephone 01694 720132 if you require further
information.
Mike Walker

Stretton Choral Society

R

ehearsals are now well under way as the choir
prepare for their Spring concert on Saturday 7th
May 2016 in Church Stretton School.
Brahms’ German Requiem is a work not to be missed
and the choir with their musical director, Paul Kelly, look
forward to a great evening.
Once again they will welcome back well known
soloists Paul Mocroft and Sarah Westwood, accompanied
as always by Ensemble Musicale, leader David Joyce.
Tickets will be on sale from the end of March
from John Thomas (Florist), Burway Books and choir
members.
For more information please contact
Pam Cole on 01694 723604.
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T

A Musical Bonanza for the 50th Arts Festival

o celebrate 50 glorious years, we are pushing the boat
out this year and offering an even more splendid
line-up than usual, if that were possible….
And we are keeping the ticket prices to their normal
modest level. Where else can you hear internationallyacclaimed artistes for the prices we charge?
The midweek events are shared between the school
theatre and St Laurence’s Church, beginning with a
newcomer to Church Stretton on Tuesday 2nd August. It
has always been our policy to encourage the great names
of the future, and Kensington Brass will be no exception.
Formed at the Royal College of Music in 2011, these
performers are now all professional, and this group of 10
brass players will sound magnificent. If you haven’t heard a
large brass ensemble, take the opportunity now! There is a
huge range of tone-colour, volume and pitch, and there is
music for them from the 16th century onwards. The other
group coming for the first time is the world-famous London
Mozart Players on Friday 12th August, with a programme
including music by Mozart, Vivaldi and Tchaikovsky. This
is essentially a string orchestra, but they will be joined
by two trumpeters for a performance of Vivaldi’s vibrant
double concerto.

Tim Kliphuis - silhouette

We also have our usual teatime concert, this year on
Thursday 11th August, in which Emma Lindsay, one of the
best West Midlands flautists, will play and talk about music
for the flute family. The same evening we have a tribute
band in the shape of the Topten Beatles Tribute Band: four
enthusiasts with vintage instruments and amplifiers will
take you back 50 years!
Coffee concerts will be given as usual in the first week
of the festival (1st-6th August) and organ recitals in the
second – these will be previewed in a later article.
I’ve left the opening and closing evenings at Concord
College until last, because (as usual) they are rather special.
We begin on Saturday 30th July with a change to our usual
opening night style: the Phoenix Singers of Shrewsbury will
be singing Handel’s Messiah, with professional orchestra
London Mozart Players
and soloists – the first time it has been sung at the festival.
In the relatively intimate surroundings of Concord’s Morris
Many artistes have been asked back for this year,
Building, you will be able to see and hear everything, and
since we so much enjoyed their performances on previous
enjoy Handel’s most outstanding work. Opera performances
occasions: Classico Latino are here for the third time on
have featured regularly over the years, and we close with
Thursday 4th August, with additional instruments to add
London Festival Opera on Sunday 14th August. They
even more variety to their iconic arrangements of LatinAmerican music; Emma Johnson will come the next evening have come twice before, with their format of a staged but
with John Lenehan, one of the world’s outstanding pianists shortened performance of an opera accompanied by small
orchestra in the first half, followed by an opera gala in
– their programme will include sonatas by Saint-Saëns and
the second. This time they are offering Puccini’s Madame
Bax, together with music by Mozart and Gershwin; the
Butterfly – one of the all-time greats.
following Monday, 8th August, Red Priest come for the
So we have a festival beginning with Messiah, ending
third time with Gypsy Baroque Fantasy, reimagining music
with
Madame Butterfly, and including some of the most
by famous Baroque composers and bringing a twist to their
famous
names in the fortnight between. Tickets will
own inimitable high-octane style; the next day, Tuesday 9th
certainly
be selling fast this year, so look out for the
August, The London Mozart Trio (not to be confused with
beginning
of ticket sales on 6th June, and remember that,
London Mozart Players!) offer a programme including trios
by
becoming
a Friend of the Festival, you can book earlier
by Brahms and Dvorak; and on Saturday 13th August, the
and
often
get
reserved seats.
Tim Kliphuis Trio return after their amazing sell-out event
Richard Walker
of 2013, offering another programme with a gypsy twist,
reminiscent of the playing of Stéphane Grappelli. If you like
jazz, or like to see virtuoso playing, this is the evening for
you!
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Catholic Voice
Peacemaking in the Year of Mercy
ope Francis has asked the Catholic
community to live 2016 as a Year of Mercy,
inviting us to ‘contemplate the mystery’ revealed in
Jesus Christ. He reminds us that Jesus’ parables of mercy show
the nature of God to be ‘that of a Father who never gives up
until he has forgiven the wrong and overcome rejection with
compassion and mercy’; and that Jesus personified that mercy
in his dealings with all, friend and foe alike.
Our task, therefore, is to make God’s mercy visible in
our world and to show the creative power of that mercy,
as ‘the force that reawakens us to new life and instils in
us the courage to look to the future with hope’. As a
first step, everyone who visits a Christian home, parish, school
or community should find there ‘an oasis of mercy’. But then,
says Pope Francis, we have to take that mercy out beyond the
confines of Church life, by opening our eyes to see the misery

P

Local Luxury Cabin gains
International Recognition

A

Church Stretton couple who decided to build a cabin
in their garden have been awarded a prestigious
accolade by the online leisure and travel comparison
site TripAdvisor.
Oaks Retreat, a meticulously designed and luxuriously
appointed wooden cabin, has been listed by the site in its
Vacation Rentals Blog as one of the ‘17 most luxurious cabin
rentals on the planet’ – the only cabin in the UK and one of
only four in Europe to be listed.
Sara and Mark Eastwood started their holiday letting
business a few years ago with a more basic log cabin already
in their garden. The Larches was nearly fully booked within
a year of opening so last year they took the plunge and built
a second cabin in a more secluded area. Oaks Retreat was
purpose built as a romantic get-away for couples looking for a
combination of privacy and luxury.
“We started
clearing an overgrown
area of our garden and
soon realised what
a magical space it
was,” says owner Sara.
Working in a wooded
oak dingle complete
with a small stream,
husband Mark was
Oaks Retreat: Photo from TripAdvisor clearing away some
mud one day when
he revealed what became a waterfall on the back bank. “That
was when he had the idea of suspending a cabin over the
stream with the waterfall as a feature out of the back door!”
Oaks Retreat opened in July 2015 and immediately
took off as a popular retreat for minimooners looking for an
immediate post-nuptial getaway, and for city folk looking for
the peace and quiet of a secluded yet accessible location.
Saskia Welman, spokesperson for the popular website,
said, “The Oaks retreat is undoubtedly one of our standout
homes on TripAdvisor Vacation Rentals – and with over
720,000 to compete with globally, that is no mean feat!”
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of the world, the wounds of our brothers and sisters who are
denied their dignity, and to recognise that we are compelled
to help them. And we must extend the quality of God’s mercy
to the natural world as well, by the way we reverence creation
in both its beauty and its fragility. The way of mercy must be
a seamless robe, affecting all of our life.
I hope you can hear the urgency in Pope Francis’ appeal,
his ‘burning desire’ that we re-engage with the need around
us, ‘re-awakening our conscience’ by practical actions and by
prayer. For our annual day of prayer for peace he has chosen
the theme, ‘Overcome indifference and win peace’. For how
can we hope for peace if we do not reject the ‘destructive
cynicism’ which says that nothing can be done to change the
world? Yet this is an urgency born of hope: Pope Francis sees
Peace as a ‘prize’ that is there for the winning; and the way
to gain the prize is to choose (individually and collectively) a
way of life dedicated to doing justice, God’s justice, a justice
rooted in love.
Fr. Bob Esdaile

Gardening in March

H

opefully the weather will be kinder this month and
we shall be able to catch up on the jobs we were
not able to do earlier.
Spring flowering bulbs in pots or bowls, once over, can
be planted in the garden to die down.
Clematis can be pruned, early flowering varieties
should only have weak growth cut back or blossom will
be removed. However, late flowering varieties, those large
flower hybrids, can be cut back to 12 to 18 inches from the
base.
Give roses their final prune to about 30cm above the
spoil. Lift and divide snowdrops for a larger display next
year.
Weed, feed and mulch fruit trees and bushes. Cut back
deciduous ornamental grasses close to the ground.
Begin successional sowings of root and leaf vegetables.
Plant chitted potatoes. In the greenhouse, take dahlia
cuttings as these will give larger blooms than using the old
tubers.
Established half hardy seedlings can be moved to a
coldframe. Ventilate the greenhouse on warm days to avoid
young plants overheating.
Our speaker on Tuesday 29th March (7.30pm at the
SHI) will be Paul Green speaking about ‘Choice Plants for
Spring Interest’.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club

Acton Scott Gardening Club
On March 10th at 7.30pm Jenny Steel will be the speaker
at Acton Scott Village Hall. Jenny is a Plant Ecologist
and Natural History writer and has written for many
magazines. She has created her own beautiful wildlife
garden in South Shropshire and will be talking on ‘A Year
in the Life of a Wildlife Garden.’ Non-members will be
very welcome and the entrance fee of £2.50 includes light
refreshments.
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Red Grouse Count
2016

Shropshire Ornithological
Society

Volunteers are wanted for the Red Grouse
Survey on Long Mynd, please
he Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group is
leading the project. Last year there were over 60
volunteers. We want to recruit as many helpers
as possible for the 2016 survey. It’s easy to do, and new
participants will be very welcome. Counts will be held on
six successive Thursdays in April and early May. Additional
dates will be arranged on other days of the week, so please
sign up even if Thursdays are inconvenient. Participants do
not need to come to every count. Please come to as many as
you can.
Pairs are secretive in the breeding season, and stay in
the deep heather, so they are difficult to count. However,
territorial males display around sunset. Most territories are
within sight and hearing distance of the road along the top,
between the Gliding Station and the Shooting Box car park.
The display flight is noisy, conspicuous and unmistakeable,
and can be observed over long distances, so this is a suitable
project for anyone interested in birds or conservation, or
who would enjoy being up on the hill at sunset. No special
knowledge or skills are needed. A full briefing, and training
for anyone that wants it, will be provided.
Project Briefing and Methodology
- 7.30pm–8.30pm Thursday 24th March 2016
- Carding Mill Valley Tea Room (Refreshments
provided)
Planned Count Dates (Thursdays)
Please be at your watchpoint by the start time
Sunset is about 7.45pm on the first date, and gets later
by 15 minutes per week.
31st March
7.00pm 21st April
6.15pm
7th April
7.10pm 28th April
6.30pm
6.45pm
14th April
7.20pm 5th May
Surveys will be held on other days of the week in midlate April, so even if Thursdays are difficult for you, please
join in – you will still be able to help.
More information can be found on the SACWG page of
the Community Wildlife Groups Website www.shropscwgs.
org.uk.
If you want to help please come to the Briefing. If you
can’t make it but want to help, please contact Kate Price
(National Trust Assistant Ranger) on 0792 115725 or
kate.price@nationaltrust.org.uk.

O

T

(Church Stretton Branch)

ur March meeting features award-winning wildlife
photographer Nigel Spencer. His new illustrated
talk British Wildlife in Macro presents spectacular
close-up images of the UK’s smaller wildlife including
butterflies, orchids, dragonflies, moths, and many other
species. Nigel has photographed all 58 species of British
butterfly and describes some of the challenges of this
project. The meeting will be held on March 21st at 7:30pm
at the Methodist Church Hall, Watling Street, Church
Stretton. Admission is free to SOS members: non-members
are welcome (admission £2, including refreshments). Please
note that this meeting is the third Monday in March not the
more usual fourth to avoid conflict with Easter Monday.

The Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a
programme of talks and walks throughout 2016.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1.50 to Local Group
members and £4 to visitors.
Under 18s half price.
Walks are free.
Coming up:
8th March at 7.30pm in Culmington Village Hall:
Trinidad and Tobago – an illustrated talk by Ashley Grove.
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176.
19th March at 10am: Wildlife walk by the River Lugg
from Upper Lye. Meet at Lyepole Bridge (SO 398 654).
Leader: Hazel Bows 01568 770770.
Tea and cake at Hazel’s afterwards.
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

Acton Scott Garden Club
Summer Show
Our show this year is on Saturday 3rd September
2016, and on the schedule we have classes for cheese
straws, parkin and brioche or, for the people who grow
vegetables, carrots, potatoes, tomatoes and a show box
of five mixed vegetables. Our popular class for a jam jar
of mixed garden flowers is always well supported, or try
your hand at floral art with a wrist corsage!
We welcome entries from young and old, so put the
date in your diary now!
Mary Proctor, Show Organiser

Photo: Jenny Steel
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Meet the Rev. John Mainwaring and Mr. Lancelot
Brown

A

s Ian Dormor explained in last month’s Focus, it is not
suggested that Capability Brown designed the
Church Stretton Rectory landscape. However, we do
know that Brown was a friend of Revd Mainwaring, arising
from his commission at St John’s College in 1772, and that
some correspondence took place between the two that year,
when Mainwaring was expecting a visit from Brown who was
delayed at Oakly Park with Lord Clive. However, he certainly
visited the Rectory on at least one occasion, since that is
recorded by Cradock. Furthermore, we know that a lot of
landscaping was undertaken by Revd Mainwaring, which was
reported by the Archdeacon Joseph Plymley in the record of
his visitation on 23rd November 1792 …He resides during the
summer months, and at a very considerable expense has made the
parsonage house elegant and convenient and laid out the ground
that is contiguous with great taste. He has also planted and
adorned an adjoining valley with much propriety. We also know
that, such was his enthusiasm for this project, he inspired
his colleague, the Revd Dr William Powell, Master of St
John’s College, to leave him a bequest of £200 specifically for
landscaping – a sum apparently equivalent to about £25,000
today.
Mainwaring certainly had a personal interest in landscape
design, which is reflected in several letters he wrote to his
friend Sir Edward Littleton during his travels on the continent
in 1750. It is not the buildings that he commented on but the
vast avenues within the forests around Spa where he had gone
to take the waters for his health. He wrote that the wild Woods
of vast extent, rugged Rocks, & steep high Hills with frequent
Falls of Water, afford many charming Scenes, and some big with
Horror. He also enjoyed the social life and was thankful to be
able to borrow from his sickly travelling companion his Sword,
lace & Ruffles etc. embroidered Waistcoat (which exactly fitted
me) as it is indispensably necessary to act ye Swaggerer at such a
Place as Paris. I saw every thing, which ye length of my Stay and
ye Depth of my pocket would allow of …
The Rev. Mainwaring was not unusual in his enthusiasm
for landscaping, a fashion which had developed through the
18th century and caught the attention of poets, pamphleteers
and cartoonists too. It was also not uncommon for private
individuals to design their own properties, one of the most
significant examples being The Leasowes near Halesowen
(then in Shropshire), created by William Shenstone on a
modest income, and inspired in part by his coterie of Oxford
friends. Amongst Mainwaring’s friends, Joseph Cradock was
designing his park at Gumley in Leicestershire, whilst at the
same time publishing his own views on landscape design
in his Village Memoirs. Cradock’s friend David Garrick, the
celebrity actor/director of his time, was also designing the
surroundings of his own little property at Hampton Court.
Faced with the challenge of concealing a road through
his property, Garrick took advice from Brown, whose
recommendation was not a bridge but a tunnel, entered
through a grotto. This feature was to provide an unexpected
challenge for his friends including Robert Adam, the
architect, who arrived with their golf clubs! It seems likely that
Mainwaring similarly might have consulted Brown on aspects
of Rectory Wood, and certainly Brown would not have
resisted the temptation to point out its capabilities.
50
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We know little of the setting of the
Rectory itself, except that the house was altered
substantially in the early 1800s with the entrance being
moved to the western side. By the 1830’s a new gateway was
created opposite the churchyard with a drive sweeping round
the lawn and under a rocky outcrop to the new entrance.
A painting of 1810 shows already mature trees flanking
the house, including some conifers – perhaps the cedar of
Lebanon admired by both Brown and Mainwaring, who
requested one to be planted over his grave. By 1824 another
watercolour shows a ha-ha across the front lawn, protecting
the garden from the livestock in the field where there are also
two newly planted single trees protected by metal hurdles. A
few trees on the line of an ancient field division still frame the
view of the Rectory from the south.
After his appointment as Lady Margaret Professor of
Divinity in 1788, described by a contemporary as a ‘lucrative
professorship’, Mainwaring was able to resign his Fellowship
and with it the restriction on marriage. That same year he
married Anne Wilding, the sister of Richard Wilding, who
had been his curate for 10 years by then, so this was not as
hasty as the dates might suggest. However, he was 64 and
she just 25, reminding us of the desperate need of women
to marry for financial reasons, repeatedly illustrated by
Jane Austen in her novels. A glimpse of their life together
is quoted by Cradock: he regularly takes his nap after dinner,
and in the evening is trotting about the hall for exercise, whilst
his accomplished lady is singing… with a musical party in the
parlour. The partnership was short-lived as Mrs Mainwaring
died of consumption in 1795. It seems that Mainwaring’s
household may also have included two unmarried sisters,
Elizabeth who died in 1797 and Charlotte whose burial was
recorded in 1809. Revd John Mainwaring died in 1807, after
a remarkable tenure of almost 58 years.
Belinda Cousens

View of the old Rectory, by T. West, dated 1810 (Acton Archive)
The three tall windows in the centre suggest that the 17th
century hall may survive behind the modernised front.
This introduction to the Rev. John Mainwaring will be
followed next month by an exploration of his landscape.
Those interested in finding out more about his role
as Rector are recommended to read ‘A History of St.
Laurence, Church Stretton’, by Douglas Grounds.
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Write your Memoire - a 3-session course

Whole of life or particular period. Practise your writing skills
How to have your story professionally printed

Mondays 7, 14 and 21 March, 13.00 ’til 16.30

Photo: Barrie Raynor

Refreshments provided
Mayfair Community Centre
£30 per person per session
Registration forms (essential) from Mayfair
or by email from christinewilliams0@btinternet.com
or phone 01694 724274 or 07801 482656
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