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If you wish to know the times of regular

1 Thursday

Stretton Tratidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30-1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm

Anglican Voice dinner
Speaker Fiona Castle, widow of Roy Castle.
All welcome 7 for 7.30pm SHI
Tickets from 01694 724224

2 Friday

Country Market
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Rushbury Harvest Celebration Supper
Ticket only, from Darren Merrill 01694
771341, Ann Price 01694 771636 or
Vivienne Riley 01584 841236
7pm for 7.30pm Rushbury VH

3 Saturday – 4 Sunday
Annual Long Mynd Hike

Non competitors can watch the start from
Old Cardington Lane, Watling Street North
at 1pm

3 Saturday

Fungus Foray
Approx 2 hour walk around Rectory Wood,
led by John Hughes. Waterproofs and stout
footwear essential. Meet at the gate by the
Scout Hut at 10am

Flu Clinic
9am-12 noon CS Medical Practice

Photo: Yvonne Beaumont
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in the Strettons in October
meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

All Stretton Harvest Weekend
Coffee, cake and harvest festival display. 1012noon. St Michael’s Church, All Stretton

4 Sunday

All Stretton Harvest Weekend
10.30am. Harvest service followed by
Harvest lunch. St Michael’s Church
Contact Hazel on 01694 751400 if you can
join us for the lunch

Sunday Lunch Club
2 course roast dinner for £7.50, booking
essential. Contact Dawn Longmore 01694
722328
12.30pm at Ley Gardens, CS.

Flicks in the Sticks CS
‘The Theory of Everything’
Cert 12A. Eddie Redmayne
Tickets £4 adults, £2 students
Doors open 7pm, film starts 7.30
CS School

6 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhyme time - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years.
10.30-11am

CS Library
Time to Listen. Theme: ‘Birds’
Booktime for adults. Relax and enjoy
readings and poems spoken aloud.
11-12noon.

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
Casablanca Cert U
Adults £4 Students £2
Food and wine 7.30 Film 8.15

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No. 1
Subject: ‘Open’
7.30pm URC Hall

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30-1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet access
to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm

9 Friday

Country Market
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

CS Library

Ceilidh: Dance the night away
‘The Mostly John Ceilidh Band’
In aid of Pazapa, Haiti
Tickets: £10 adults, £5 under 16s
From usual shops or from 725530
7.30-11pm SHI

10 Saturday

Methodist Church
All welcome for quiet reflection and prayer in
the church with coffee and chat in the hall.
10am-12 noon

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of CS Carers
£4 per head. 7.30pm start
CS & District Club

12 Monday

Computer Maintenance Course
Essential pc upkeep.
£10 pp.
1-3pm Mayfair

CS Methodist Network Group
Maria Jones: ‘Air Ambulance’
2.30pm Methodist Hall

Stretton Traidcraft

U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45

5 Monday

7 Wednesday

8 Thursday

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Speaker: Miranda Ashwell
2.30pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

CS Library
Gardening for Wildlife talk with plant ecologist and author Jenny Steel. Booking advisable. Tickets £3 inc refreshments. 7pm

Stretton Climate Care
Prof. Matthew Williams: ‘Climate change and
our responsibility’
(Preceded by AGM at 7pm)
7.30pm Methodist Church

Eaton-under-Heywood & Hope Bowdler WI
Jane Duppa: ‘Flowers in a hurry.’
Comp: Flower arrangement in a teacup
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

13 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhyme time - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years.
10.30-11am

CS Methodist Wives & Friends
‘Three High Passes’ An evening with
Chris George.
7.30pm CS Methodist Church Hall

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group
Illustrated talk by Mike Lane:
‘A Lane in the UK’
7.30pm Culmington VH
Alvin Botting 01547 540176

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘A pigeon sat on a branch reflecting on
existence’ Swedish with subtitles
8pm All Stretton VH. Tickets £6.

14 Wednesday

CS Methodist Network Group
Anthea Toft: ‘Evacuation to Shropshire’
2.30pm Methodist Hall

Amnesty International Group
Film: ‘To Light a Candle’
7.30pm SHI. All welcome.
Liz Knowles 01694 720175

15 Thursday

NEW CS Indoor Market
9am-2pm Scout Hut, CS
Sandy Pearse 01694 723806
Booking form from
sandypearse3@hotmail.com

Continued on page 4

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgment.
If you don’t get a response within 48 hours, please phone an editor!
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Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30-1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm

Friday Night at the Horne
(Thursday this month!) 5 piece group, ‘Inca’
Tickets: £10, available from Burway Books,
John Thomas florist or CS Council office.
01694 720132 for more information.
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Wild’ Cert 15 Reese Witherspoon
Tickets £4
7.30 Hope Bowdler VH

16 Friday

Country Market
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

CS Library
U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45

17 Saturday

Rectory Wood & Field
Guided walk and creative writing workshop.
To book, contact Town Council on 01694
722113
10am-3pm

Stretton Climate Care
Green Open Homes and Low Carbon
Technology Day URC Hall

RSPB South Shropshire Local
Group
Wildlife walk along the Teme from Little
Hereford Bridge (SO 545 682)
10am. Leader: Derek Delaney 01584
811122

Glyn Davies Memorial Concert
Special concert in celebration of the life and
work of Glyn Davies
Details from 01694 723049 or 723809
3pm St Laurence’s Church

Elvis Tribute - Andy Kelso
6.15pm Aston on Clun VH
Tickets: Wendy 01588 660218 or Gloria
01588 672184

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Contact No. 01694 722148
8pm till late. Ticklerton VH
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What’s On continued
CS & District Club
Live music with ‘Nut Cracker’
In aid of Air Ambulance
Tickets £5, inc. light buffet
8.30pm. Over 18s only.

Mayfair Craft Courses
Discover the world of Book Arts.
Katy Alston. £15 per person
4.30-6pm Mayfair

CS Business Forum
If you are interested in attending,
just email Marian Giles at townclerk@
churchstretton-tc.gov.uk Refreshments from
6pm onwards. Conservatory, SHI

20 Tuesday

Mayfair Craft Courses
Knitting with a Difference
Pat Philpott. £35 inc lunch and refreshments
10am-4pm Mayfair

23 Friday

Country Market
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

CS Library
Rhyme time - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years.
10.30-11am

United Nations Association

CS Library
U3A Creative Writing Group
9.45-11.45

Soup and Apple Puddings Lunch

‘Creating a world that works for all and
Shropshire’s part in it’. Tickets £3
7-9pm. CS School

All Stretton Women’s Institute

In aid of ‘Save the Children’
Tickets £6, pay at the door
Raffle and cards for sale
12 noon-1.30pm CS Parish Centre

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton

‘Salvation Army’
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘Testament of Youth’ Cert 12
Adults £4 Students £2
7.30 Acton Scott VH

‘Boyhood’ Cert 15
7.30pm AS VH. Tickets £4

Little Stretton Harvest Supper
Plus Auction to raise funds for Hope House.
Tickets £7.50
Enquiries: 01694 723627
7.30pm Little Stretton VH

21 Wednesday

Mayfair Drop-In Poetry Group

24 Saturday

‘Women Poets’ 2.15-4pm

Charity Christmas Card Sale

CS Methodist Network Group

Inc RNLI, Severn Hospice, Save the Children,
Cancer Research UK and Traidcraft cards
10-12 noon. URC Hall

Members Afternoon
‘Women of the Bible’
2.30pm Methodist Hall

Stage Costume and Vintage Clothing Sale

Strettons Civic Society
Public meeting. Peter Carty of the National
Trust ‘50 Years on the Mynd’ 7pm SHI.
All welcome.

Long Mynd Camera Club
Chris Longbridge: ‘Mount Cutting and
Presentation.’
7.30pm URC Hall

22 Thursday

Dorrington Players are selling many items
from their extensive collection.
1.30-3.30pm. URC Hall

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of Retinitis Pigmentosa Research
£4 per head. 7.30pm start
CS & District Club

26 Monday

Intro to the Birds of Wenlock Edge

Stretton Traidcraft

10am-2pm, £10 pp
Call 01694 725000 or email
wenlockedge@nationaltrust.org.uk

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30-1pm Mayfair

CS Library

Mayfair Craft Courses

Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm

Designing Greetings Cards using IT. £10 per
person. 1-3pm Mayfair
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he formation of the Club began in 1897 but its first
general meeting was not until 24th March 1898. That
meeting was notable because two members, including
one of the two Honorary Secretaries, resigned because of a
proposal to allow play on Sundays!
It began as a nine hole course, expanded to a full eighteen
in 1908 and, in 1913 the Club was a founder member of the
County Union.
When it opened much of the land on which it was laid out
was leased from the Lord of the Manor. In 1965 the manorial
rights were purchased by the National Trust. The Club made
a donation of fifty guineas (£52.50) to the National Trust to
assist with the purchase. The remaining land, comprising the
first hole, eighteenth green and Club buildings were leased from
various organisations and individuals over the years and were not
finally purchased by the Club until 1965.
The course occupies a commanding position on the eastern
edge of the Long Mynd with views as far as the Malvern Hills
to the south, the Wrekin to the east and the Cheshire plain to
the north. It is both in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
and on a Site of Special Scientific Interest. The Clubhouse is
situated some 800 feet above sea level although the course, at its
highest, is around 1,250 feet making it the third highest course
in Great Britain. This, together with its challenging terrain and
delightful springy turf makes it unique amongst the golf clubs of
CS Parkinson’s UK Support Group
Terry Davis: ‘Long Mynd Hike’
2.30pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Shropshire Ornithological Society
Allan Heath: ‘Raptors of Shropshire and
Beyond’ Admission free to members, £2
non-members. 7.30pm Methodist Hall

27 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhyme time - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years. 10.30-11am

CS Library

CS & District Gardening Club

What’s On continued

30 Friday

CS Methodist Network Group

30 Friday and 31 Saturday

Quiz afternoon with David Jandrell
2.30pm Methodist Hall

29 Thursday

Rectory Wood & Field Work Party
Led by Dave Hardwick. Equipment provided
but bring waterproofs and stout shoes.
More info from:
david.hardwick@shropshire.gov.uk
Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30-1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local & Family History Session
Let our history volunteers guide you in your
local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry at your library. 1-4pm

Victoria Martin: ‘Flower Talk’
7.30pm SHI

28 Wednesday
U3A Meeting

CS & District Rail Users’ Assn

Vivienne Thorpe: ‘The Sreepur Village,
Bangladesh’
2pm URC Hall
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Shropshire. Short by modern standards, around 5,000 yards, the
undulating fairways, lack of run and occasional breeze make it
play every inch and present a good test of golf.
Club records show that its fortunes have fluctuated wildly
over the years since it began, coming close to closing on a
number of occasions. Twice, in 1967 and 2001 it was forced to
suspend golf because of outbreaks of foot and mouth disease
which could have affected the sheep with which the Club shares
the course. Each time, however, the true meaning of ‘members
club’ was demonstrated by the willingness of members to help
out with whatever the challenge they had been presented. That
spirit continues today with many of the general maintenance
tasks carried out by volunteers.
Major champions such as Henry Cotton, Max Faulkner,
Sandy Lyle and Ian Woosnam have graced the fairways, and
legends, Harry Vardon and James Braid helped design some of
its most outstanding holes.
The Club’s Centenary booklet, produced in 1998, concludes
with the words: “As you (the reader) have read this booklet it is
hoped that you have concluded that it is about PEOPLE, for
that is what Church Stretton Golf Club is about. The Club has
a reputation for its friendly atmosphere. The ambience of its
clubhouse, its situation and its members culminate in making
this reputation second to none. Long may it continue.”
Richard Pepper

Stretton Traidcraft

Half term craft – Pirates
Free activity but booking advisable. Come in
fancy dress if you wish. 11-11.30am

Autumn Talk. Speaker Barry Oakes
7.30pm Methodist Church

October 2015

Photo: James Townsend

Church Stretton Golf Club

Country Market 8.30am-12noon Mayfair
Annual Book Sale. Run by the Rotary Club
and Mayfair volunteers. All proceeds to
Mayfair. 10am-3.30pm, both days.
URC Church Hall

31 Saturday

Mayfair Craft Courses
Beginners Sewing Machine course
Pat Philpott. Week 1 of three, continues Nov
7 and 14. £100 for the 3 day course
10am-4pm Mayfair

Halloween at Wenlock Edge
3-6pm with a spooky walk at 5pm. Wrap
up warm. Fancy dress encouraged. £2 per
child. Meet at Presthope car park
kate.price@nationaltrust.org.uk

All Hallow’s Eve Walk at Wenlock Edge
You need warm clothes and a torch.
May not be suitable for under 10s.
7-9pm. £5 To book, call 07972 115725
kate.price@nationaltrust.org.uk
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A

t one o’clock in the afternoon
on the first Saturday in October
one of Church Stretton’s major
events starts – the Longmynd Hike.
This significant event is organised
by Church Stretton’s 2nd Longmynd
Scout Group. Last year of 600 who
registered to take part 439
started on the 50 mile route
and 372 finished inside 24
hours. This year the list to
enter opened at 9.00 on
Sunday 14th June 2015 and
the upper limit of 650 was
reached at 8.08 the following
Sunday! Not everyone who
registered in June will find
themselves fit enough to race
in October but the final start
field is confidently expected to
be over 500.
Last year about 1 in 15
of the competitors came from
the Strettons themselves. Half
came from wider Shropshire and the
remainder from all over the UK. Many
of the competitors bring family and
friends to cheer them on so this event
is a major tourist draw to the town.
Watching the Start
If you are not a registered
competitor you will be watching
as the list is closed and
over-subscribed. Church
Stretton School will be the
headquarters for the event but
the competitors will start from
Old Cardington Lane which is
at the far end of Watling Street
North at 13.00 on Saturday
October 3rd.
At that time the
competitors will start on
a 50 mile hike around the
hills. They will climb up and
down 8,000 feet as they pass
over Caer Caradoc, the Long
Mynd and Ragleth Hill. The fastest
competitors will finish the course in
under nine hours but many will still
be out there after 20 hours and those
still out after 24 will be deemed not
to have finished. On October 3rd the
sun will set at 18.30 so even the fastest
competitors will have been hiking in
the dark for three hours when they
finish but the slower ones will spend
over half of their time in the dark.
From the start the hikers will climb
to a checkpoint on Caer Caradoc
before reaching a second checkpoint

6

The Longmynd Hike
on the Lawley. They then cross on
to the Long Mynd passing several
checkpoints down to the Stiperstones
and return via Minton and the
Ragleth Hill to the school. They
should be crossing the Long Mynd in
the late afternoon and early evening.

Good places for seeing them are the
crossroads at High Park and the pub
at Bridges where there is usually a
party atmosphere. There is no map of
the route. Competitors are given the
Ordnance Survey (OS) reference for
each checkpoint and are expected to
find their own way using the OS maps.

Photos: Paul Ali
There are seventeen checkpoints
in all and these have to be manned for
24 hours so an army of 200 volunteers
is necessary to support the runners.
The Scout Group are truly very, very
grateful to all who help out in so many
different ways.
Drinks will be provided for
competitors at roadside checkpoints
and the school. The school will also
provide breakfast for competitors from
early on the Sunday, and has showers

and classrooms for sleeping available.
It’s difficult enough walking over
the hills in daylight but night poses
serious extra problems. Competitors
will use hand-held or head-mounted
lights but the organisers insist that
at night no-one travels alone. The
competitors will be bunched in
groups of three. Everyone must
carry a survival bag. Those
who cannot continue can drop
out at any of the checkpoints
where transport will be
available to take them back.
Twelve trophies are up
for grabs so that people of
different ages and abilities
have a chance. In 1967 the
Longmynd Staff was won by
an RAF Flight Lieutenant in
21.24 hours and thereafter
each year showed a reduction
in time to complete the course
until by 1976 it had dropped
to between nine and ten hours. After
2000 it dropped again to between eight
and nine hours. The fastest time seems
to be 7.51! One man, Andy Davies,
a Church Stretton man, has won the
event six times in the last ten years.
Those of you who are mathematically
inclined will have worked out that to
complete 50 miles in around
eight hours implies a speed of
about six mph so the fastest
competitors will be exceeding
normal fast walking pace over
much of the route.
Watching the Finish
The fastest competitors
should start to arrive back at
about 9.30 at night for those
who wish to watch. Their last
checkpoint is on Ragleth Hill
and although they can choose
any route back to the finish
at the school it is more likely
they will cross via the railway bridge
on Sandford Avenue. Last year only
16 of the competitors made it back
by midnight. Only those of us with
serious insomnia, organisers or friends
and relatives will be there to welcome
those, like one of the Focus editors,
who came in last year at half past four
in the morning but competitors will
still be coming in on Sunday morning
as we go for the papers or for church.
They might welcome a cheer.
Brian Faulkner
Longmynd Hike Committee

October 2015
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Local Challenge Walks

I

began footpath walking a year or so after my wife died
(August 2010), when I realised I needed something to divert
me from focussing on her absence, particularly given that
I had decided to take early retirement from my position as a
headteacher. Early walks were perhaps ten miles long, but they
gradually increased in length. Upon moving to Church Stretton
in 2013, I heard of our most famous local challenge walk, The
Longmynd Hike. Early in 2014, I decided that my challenge
would be to prepare for the Hike and undertake it that October.
In this I was successful, but it is not the only local challenge
walk and below I write of two others.
13th June saw the 46th ‘Six Shropshire Summits Challenge
Walk’, a walk of 36.8 miles involving an ascent of 6,500ft, with
a time limit of 14hrs. The starting point was just the other
side of Corndon Hill and the end was the top of Titterstone
Clee, passing through Church Stretton along the way. The six
hills climbed are Corndon Hill (513m), Stiperstones (536m),
Longmynd (516m), Caer Caradoc (459m), Brown Clee (540m)
and Titterstone Clee (533m).
The day started wet, which seemed to have put off many
intended participants, and wet was how it stayed for much
of the walk. A good test for the waterproofs anyhow. Some
refreshments (water and biscuits) were provided at various points
along the way (including our local fire station) to ensure that
dehydration need not to be a problem, but sense would suggest
carrying additional provisions. I arrived at the finish soaked (not
from the rain), but happy, with a time of 9hrs 25mins.

Corndon Hill (from Pole Bank)
A second event, the Wenlock Olympian Walk (WOW),
took place on 18th July and is part of the Wenlock Olympian
Games. While officially covering 50 miles to be done in less
than 24 hours (starting in Much Wenlock), this year’s walk was
just a little longer at about 52.4 miles. The day started bright
and much of the walk was undertaken in warm sunshine and a
cooling breeze. The route was fairly complex, passing through
Easthope, Holdgate, Brown Clee, Craven Arms, Acton Scott
and Hope Bowdler, before skirting past Church Stretton on its
way to The Lawley and thence back to Much Wenlock. Again,
some refreshments were provided along the way, but one is wise
to carry one’s own as well.
Being rather further than the Six Shropshire Summits Walk,
the WOW offers a different challenge and entails some walking
at night. In addition its route is more complex than that of the
similar distance Longmynd Hike, although it entails less ascent,
and so my aim was to be faster than I was for the Hike (15hrs
25mins). In this I was successful, as I walked up to the finishing
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desk in Priory Hall at 10:32pm, having completed the walk in
14hrs 32mins (just walking, no running). Rain had not fallen
on me, but I gather other walkers were less fortunate.

Brown Clee (from Pole Cottage)
So, why do I write about this? Firstly, so that you are aware
of the challenge walks that are local to Church Stretton (there
are others just a little further afield). Secondly, to say that if I,
as an upper middle age man who has comparatively recently
started footpath walking, can enjoy these challenges, it is not
unrealistic to think that others, who may be interested but
daunted, could also contemplate them as a possibility (medical
issues aside). I used the Longmynd Hike as the motivator and
gradually extended my walks from 20 to 30 to 40 miles and
then on to 50 miles. To help with that, I took the Hike route
and cut it up, so that I would be extending my walks and
learning the route at the same time. I did the same for the other
two walks mentioned above.
I know this is not for everyone and also that for some
the time it requires would be too great, but perhaps for some
others it is a realistic challenge and the rewards (the sense of
achievement and the euphoria as the endorphins flood one’s
brain) are almost addictive.
Richard Shephard

The Strettons Railway Society

T

Warley Model Railway Show
Saturday 28th November 2015

he Stettons Railway Society will be running a
coach to this event at a cost of £15 a seat, tickets
for entry to the show to be purchased separately.
We will be leaving the garage by the traffic lights on
the A49 at 8.00am and the plan is to arrive at the NEC
around 10.00am and leave at 4.00pm. The cost of
the coach compares favourably with the cheapest rail
fare (£14.40 with a railcard on some trains) and will
certainly guarantee you do not have to stand all the
way. Those travelling from outside Church Stretton will
find adequate unrestricted parking in The Crossways or
station car park.
To help planning, we need to know immediately the
names, numbers and contact details of anyone definitely
wishing to join us on the coach. Please either telephone
Ian on 01694 723456 or Malcolm on 01694 723653 or
send an e-mail to srsmrs@btinternet.com
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Catholic Voice
The Bucket List
’ve always wanted to go to Canada, and this year we
were lucky enough to fly to Toronto and the glories of
eastern Canada.
Toronto is a large city with many skyscrapers and
much affluence, but also poverty. The first night we went
for a walk after dinner and encountered a large number of
beggars on our way to the lake. We were struck by a Good
Samaritan handing out fruit and nut bars to the people
he passed. We visited Niagara and watched with awe the
volume of water coming over the three falls which straddle
the border of Canada and the USA, only to find that much
of the water is diverted to create hydro-electric power.
Aboard the ship we experienced the power, force and spray
from the white thundering water. It was delightful watching
the excitement and exhilaration displayed by a group of
young teenagers, all clad in red plastic capes.
From Toronto to Kingston, Canada’s first capital.
Today, it’s the gateway to the Thousand Islands and the
starting point for a trip on the St Lawrence River, the
natural landscapes of which are dotted with cottages and
vast estates. Ottawa is the national capital, with its beautiful
architecture, museums, Parliament Hill and the backdrop of
the Ottawa River with Mounties standing guard. We visited
the homestead of the Algonquin Nation, and saw examples
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of a tribal way of life and dancing. Next day was
Sunday and I was going to go to the English
Mass at midday but, unsure of the distance after
visiting the Governor General’s Residence, we arrived in the
middle of the French service with the choir starting to sing
Pie Jesu. It was sublime. Onward, travelling past vast forests.
Thirty per cent of Canada is forested, and the national aim
is for forty per cent by 2020. Whale watching on the
St Lawrence was enjoyable, but the bears stayed firmly at
home at the end of a very soggy day.
Quebec was amazingly hot, with ancient French
housing and kind, lovely people who were delighted with
your French and replied in the same language. It was quaint
and interesting to see the Plains of Abraham, and the track
that Wolfe’s soldiers ascended to defeat Montcalm and his
men and win Quebec for Britain.
We learnt how maple syrup is harvested, and travelled
to Montreal, with its extensive underground pedestrian
system. This is good in summer: we kept cool. In winter the
buses go into an underground bus station complex where
trains, trams and shops abound. Montreal was modern, with
reminders of a past Olympic venue. The city was vibrant
with street art, musicians and restaurants.
Then it was time to go home from a fabulous
experience.
C. Lane

Flicks in the Sticks

Acton Scott
Casablanca (U) Tuesday 6th October.
The 1942 classic film starring Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid
Bergman. A timeless story of love set amidst the backdrop
of a world in turmoil. A very special evening with ‘Love’ as
the theme. Food and wine will be available at extra cost.
Admission: Adults £4.00. Students £2.00.
Food and Wine from 7.30p.m. Film: 8.15pm

Testament of Youth (12) Tuesday 20th October.
Written by Vera Brittain, the story of a British woman as she
recalls coming of age during World War 1 – a story of love,
the futility of war and how to make sense of the darkest
times.
Admission: Adults £4.00. Students £2.00. Refreshments
available. Start: 7.30pm
Ample parking at the Village Hall. Enquiries for both films
Tel.01694 781260
All Stretton
Boyhood (15) Friday 23rd October.
Richard Linklater’s Boyhood, filmed over 12 years to depict
a boy growing up in real time.
All Stretton Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets: £4
Foreign Language Film
A Pigeon sat on a branch reflecting on existence (12A)
Tuesday 13th October.
Swedish with subtitles.
Roy Andersson’s surreal black comedy moves from hilarious
to horrifying in the conclusion of his existential trilogy.
All Stretton Village Hall. 8pm. Tickets: £6
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Church Stretton
The Theory of Everything (12A) 5 October.
The Theory of Everything is the story of the most brilliant
and celebrated physicist of our time, Stephen Hawking,
and Jane Wilde the arts student he fell in love with whilst
studying at Cambridge in the 1960s. Little was expected
from Stephen Hawking, a bright but shiftless student
of cosmology, given just two years to live following the
diagnosis of a fatal illness at 21 years of age. He became
galvanized, however, by the love of fellow Cambridge
student, Jane Wilde, and he went on to be called the
successor to Einstein, as well as a husband and father to their
three children. Over the course of their marriage as Stephen’s
body collapsed and his academic renown soared, fault lines
were exposed that tested the lineaments of their relationship
and dramatically altered the course of both of their lives.
As usual the showing will be in the Main Hall of Church
Stretton School at 7.30pm, doors open 7.00pm. Tickets are
£4.00 adults, £2.00 students. Refreshments are available
before and during the showings. The seats are comfortable
and tiered. Ample car parking is available outside.
Hope Bowdler Wild (15) Wednesday 14th October.
This film has been highly recommended by many people
and charts the journey of a young woman who decides to
hike the 1,000 mile Pacific Crest Trail. Following the death
of her mother, and the breakdown of a relationship she is
in a very vulnerable state of mind. That, and her total lack
of experience of an outdoor life makes the task even more
hazardous. Reese Witherspoon’s portrayal is outstanding.
Hope Bowdler Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets £4 and our
usual refreshments in the interval.
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Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
A New Cancer Strategy
eaders may remember that last year Stretton &
Shropshire Cancer Care expressed our concerns
about NHS cancer services to our MP, Mr Philip
Dunne. The rather wet and woolly response from one
of the junior ministers said nothing we did not know. It
was thus a relief when NHS England commissioned an
independent Taskforce to review cancer care with the brief
to produce a new Cancer Strategy. This was published this
summer. So what does it say?
It is a remarkable piece of work for its breadth and
depth of detail. We cannot afford not to do it because
cancer incidence is growing. The important thing about
this plan is that it is grounded in well-researched and
understood realities. It is do-able, costs are reasonable and
it can improve the quality of care. Six headline priorities
detail key targets:
• A radical upgrade in prevention targeting smoking
and obesity.
• A national ambition to achieve earlier diagnosis.
By 2020, 95 per cent of patients referred for testing
by a GP will be definitively diagnosed with cancer, or
cancer will be ruled out, within four weeks.
• Patient experience to be on a par with clinical
effectiveness and safety. Improving the use of IT,
making Clinical Nurse Specialists more accessible, and
making the National Patient Survey an annual event.
• Transformation in support for people living
with and beyond cancer. By 2020 every patient
should have a comprehensive care plan. CCGs
must commission appropriate End of Life Care in
accordance with NICE guidelines and the Choice
Review.
• Investment in a modern high-quality service.
A plan for upgrading and replacing radiotherapy
Linacs. A permanent and sustainable model for costly
drugs. A molecular diagnostics service to guide more
personalised treatment. Plans to address critical deficits
in the cancer workforce.
• Overhauled processes for service provision. By
2016, a network of Cancer Alliances should be
established to address service variation and support
redesign.
Failing to address these matters is going to kill people.
That is the fact that the government and the NHS have
recognised. Not addressing the issues is probably going
to be more costly than addressing them. The big hidden
issue the Taskforce uncovered is that there are not enough
oncologists, radiologists, radiographers, nurse specialists,
etc., and an absence of any meaningful national workforce
planning. Specialists take time to train. As a result, queues
get longer, appointment delays grow, and treatment quality
falls. This is already happening!
At a personal level I am delighted at the new emphasis
on palliative and end-of-life care. I have long believed that
palliative care and oncology practice should be integrated
clinically. It is in the strategy. Similarly those of us that
work with local support groups are aware that communitybased end-of-life care too often has a lack of clear
leadership, with patients and families left feeling let down.
The message is about getting everybody’s act together.
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Talking of getting acts together, the strategy calls for
a National Cancer Team and Cancer Alliances. What a
damning statement of the NHS reconstruction! The National
Cancer Action Team and Cancer Networks were disbanded
in 2013. The fact that they need to be reinvented barely two
years later confirms it as the mistake many said it was at the
time.
The Independent Taskforce was chaired by Harpal
Kumar, CEO of Cancer Research UK. He and his team
should be congratulated on a remarkable piece of work,
completed in six months with wide consultation and built on
strong evidence. If only every policy had this kind of work
behind it.
Meanwhile, Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care welcomes
anyone affected by cancer to our meetings. The October
meeting is on Monday 12th October at 2.30pm in the Jubilee
Room at Mayfair. Our speaker is Miranda Ashwell. She is the
Shropshire Public Health Lead on physical activity, and has
special interests in ageing well, falls prevention and exercise
for cancer survivorship. Her talk will look at the role physical
activity plays in the quality of our lives.
Roger Wilson

Trivia Corner No 143
by Ken Willis

1. Almonds, apricots and cherries are all part of
which fruit family?
2. In which year in the 1990s did Magnus
Magnusson finally say ‘I’ve started so I’ll finish’?
3. What notorious serial killer is the focus of Alan
Moore’s novel ‘From Hell’?
4. Which early motorcycle built in 1903 used a
tomato can for a carburettor?
5. What alliterative term is the common term for
psychic abilities?

Know your local history
Where is it?

Answer on page 23
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All Change at the Art Exhibition!

A

s you may know, I am now stepping down as organiser of
the Church Stretton Art, Crafts and
Photography Exhibition. I feel like I’m leaving on a high
note. We’ve had another surprisingly good show this year, with
takings exceeding £11,000 – in fact, many said it was the best ever!
Total entries were up, footfall was up, and the percentage of work
sold was high.
More than 200 people came to our opening reception. I
enjoyed meeting the artists and having a little breathing space to
talk to them. Their work is a delight to show and sell, and that
makes our work worthwhile.
I thought we were dispensing with speeches this year, but
Roger Stokes had other ideas! The flowers he presented to me were
lovely. I kept them in the exhibition lobby where I could enjoy
them throughout the busy day and where all who visited could
admire them.
Next year there will be an organising committee which still
includes Mike Gibson for Photography along with Sylvia Davidson
(our data wizard), Sue Hockaday (who made a wonderful job of
presenting the crafts), Catherine Macartney (who has turned her
hand to help with anything that needed doing and has taken care
of a lot of background details) and Kath Stephenson (who has
taken on the accounts). Each of these people has done lots of other
things, too. They’ve already brought a fresh look to the show and
next year, when they are in full charge of the exhibition, it will be
in very good hands.
Ian Collett, who has done wonderful things with our 2D art
this year is also stepping down, a new leader for the “hanging
team” will be chosen in due course.
In addition, I’d like to thank Sue Mabbutt, the previous
organiser. After she passed the baton to me, she continued to work
hard for the exhibition and when that became impossible she
continued to give much appreciated advice and moral support.
Finally, thank-you John for all your support. Thanks for taking
the photos, thanks for driving me back and forth and especially
thanks for doing all the cooking!

Dorrington Players
Stage Costume and Vintage Clothing Sale
he Dorrington
Players are selling off
a large proportion
of their extensive wardrobe
of costumes and vintage
clothing that have been used in past productions.
Several hundred items will be on offer, both ladies’
and men’s outfits, ranging from the Victorian era that is to say the style, not the age! - to the present
day. The majority are formal and evening wear in
excellent condition and they have all been carefully
stored to avoid the ravages of insects and damp.
This collection has been built up over many
years through purchases and donations and includes
some very high quality items, an example of which
is shown in the photo here, with some having well
known labels like Laura Ashley. There’s a black coat
originally bought from Jays of London, a Regent
Street gown and dress supplier which boasted a
Warrant of Appointment to Queen Alexandra,
consort to Edward VII. To paraphrase a line from a
recent play, this is ‘none of your old tat!’
Sadly, there is no longer
sufficient space available to
house such a large amount
of clothing so please come
and pick up a bargain. Items
will be priced to sell and
all sensible offers will be
considered.
The sale will take place at
the United Reform Church
Hall on Saturday 24th
October, from 1:30pm until
3:30pm. Please bring your
own bags if possible.
Tunic
John Avery

T

Shropshire Ornithological Soc:
Church Stretton Branch

O
This year, our Year 11 prize winners from Church Stretton
School were (from right to left in the photo) Beth Evans (1st) with
some very sensitive and beautifully executed portraits, Nick Pugh
(2nd) with strong graphics of time-pieces and Etty GoodmanKing, (3rd) with intriguing studies of dreams.
As one of my final acts as organiser, I just want to say what a
pleasure it has been to run the show for the last few years. I’ve met
some wonderful people - gifted, friendly and kind - made a lot of
friends and learned a lot about art.
Joan Arnfield 2015 Exhibition Organiser
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ur first meeting of the
2015-16 season will
take place at 7.30pm
on Monday 26th October 2015.
Shropshire photographer-naturalist
Allan Heath will be presenting
an illustrated talk entitled “The
Raptors of Shropshire and Beyond”.
This talk aims to give an overview
of this fascinating group of birds,
along with an insight into the status of raptors within
Shropshire. It also highlights some of the work being
undertaken by members of the Shropshire Raptor
Study Group and the Shropshire Ringing Group. We
meet in the Methodist Hall on Watling Street South
and all are welcome (admission for non-members is
£2, including refreshments). For more information
on branch activities, visit our website at
strettonssos.wordpress.com/

October 2015

Stretton Focus

A Thank you to Church Stretton Arts Festival
I would like to congratulate and thank the team who
put together this excellent festival, and for the two shows
which I much enjoyed. I appreciate the time and effort
required to ensure these events not only happen but have
good delivery as well.
It is important that our town is able to offer a good
range of vibrant events for our folk in the Strettons area, as
well as attracting our visitors.
Mike Walker
Mayor
A Thank you from the Church Stretton Amnesty Group
Church Stretton Amnesty Group would like to thank
everyone who donated to our Street Collection on 5th
September. A splendid total of £320.64 was raised, which
will go towards our work for prisoners of conscience and for
human rights across the world.
David Howard
Treasurer, CS Amnesty Group
A Thank you from Save the Children
Save the Children’s street collection in Church Stretton
on Saturday 15th August raised the sum of £385.33. The
committee would like to thank all who gave so generously
and also the volunteers with the collecting boxes.
Thank you!
The End of an Era: Irene’s Retirement from Scrappies
To the Scrappies family, members, volunteers and those
generous people who have collected and donated items
which we have re-used:
You may already know that Irene Briscoe, Co-ordinator
of Scrappies, has retired. Having known and worked with
Irene for over 20 years, I would like to pay tribute to all she
has achieved.
Irene has
managed Scrappies
for the best part of
26 years, from its
humble beginnings
in her garage
in Clun to the
organisation it is
today.
Nothing
was too much
trouble: should
you be holding a
carnival,having a
fancy dress party or
your child was in the
Nativity Play, Irene
would disappear into
her store room and
return with just the
Irene Briscoe
right materials.
Irene was a lovely person to work with, and in all
the years I have known her I have never seen her angry;
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frustrated, yes, with the negativity she sometimes came up
against, but her calm manner was always to the fore.
Irene’s retirement means the end of an era, but being
Irene, she wanted no fuss. Even so, members and friends
have sent messages of appreciation for the help and
encouragement she gave over the years. With her legacy
and your continued support, it is hoped that Scrappies will
continue for many years to come.
Sheila Peacock
Irene says:
Having retired from Scrappies in Church Stretton in
June, I would like to say how much I enjoyed my 24 years
here, meeting so many lovely people and helping you to
discover all that Scrappies had to offer. Thank you for all
your good wishes, cards, gifts and flowers, which were much
appreciated. They helped lessen the wrench of leaving after
all this time.
I was sad to leave and already miss you all, but now look
forward to a new beginning and plenty of time to relax.
Irene Briscoe
Ex-Co-ordinator, Scrappies
A Thank You from the ‘Pride of Place’ Volunteers:
The 20 ‘Pride of Place’ volunteers have continued with
their monthly Sunday morning sweeps and litter picks
during 2015 and would like to thank the Stretton Focus
Community Award Scheme and Alan Garner of Secret
Hills Walking Holidays for their generous sponsorship of
the group during the year. If anyone would like to join the
‘Litterpickers’ on a Sunday morning, please ring Trevor on
01694 724268 for further information.
Trevor Halsey, Co-ordinator
Pride of Place Team
Church Stretton Area Tourism Group

The ‘Pride of Place’ Volunteers
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Rail Users’ Association
An insight into the modernisation of the West of
England and South Wales railway route

A

t the Church Stretton & District Rail Users’
Association’s Autumn Talk, to be held on
Thursday 29th October, 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist
Church, Watling Street South, there will be an opportunity
to hear about the large scale engineering works that are
currently being undertaken as part of the West of England
and South Wales Route Modernisation. The speaker is
Barry Oakes, Strategic Railway Operations Manager of
Network Rail, who is working at the sharp end of the
improvement works which will benefit rail users travelling
from South Wales and the West of England into London,
via Reading, where the station and the trackwork has
been radically improved to remove a bottleneck prior
to the electrification of the Great Western route out of
Paddington.
This talk will provide an insight into the planning
and engineering works involved in such an enormous
undertaking, whose benefits will extend to local rail users
joining the Great Western route at Newport.

The futuristic appearance of the remodelled Reading railway
station

Anglican Voice

F

iona Castle, widow of the popular
entertainer, Roy Castle, will be
speaking at a dinner at the Silvester
Horne Institute, on Thursday 1st October
at 7pm. Tickets are available, priced £12.50 for two-course
meal and tea or coffee, from our church office on 724224.
Fiona will tell her story and reflect on Roy’s life and illness
and how it affected her faith. Everybody is welcome.
There will be an open day so the general public can see
the new facilities at St. Michael’s, All Stretton, on Saturday
3rd October, just prior to the Harvest celebrations on
the 4th. All are welcome and it is hoped to start a new
midweek meeting very soon.
Harvest services will be held in all three churches on
Sunday 4th October, with local farmers speaking at the all
age at St. Laurence’s and the 10.30am at St. Michael’s.
For many years, St. Laurence’s has supported the
Shepherd of the Hills project in the Philippines. This link
goes back to a former Rector, Pat Ashe. David, a former
“shepherd-child”, will be with us for the weekend and
speaking at both main morning services on Sunday 11th
October. The project looks after needy children, as they
have survived the recent weather storms in the region.
A Prayer Breakfast is being held for the whole of
Shropshire on Saturday 17th October at which church
and local business and political leaders will gather at the
Wroxeter Hotel. Details from me.
There will be a healing theme at the services on Sunday
18th October at St. Laurence’s, with healing prayers led
from the front but also opportunity for personal prayer for
any who wish (as in fact is always offered).
That evening, there will be a local New Wine meeting
at Holy Trinity Meole Brace at 6.30pm. Lifts will be
available. These meetings are designed to bring spiritual
renewal, and many have testified to being blessed by God
at these gatherings.
There will be an environmental theme at the services
on Sunday 25th October led by our 8th Day group,
with Isabel Carter speaking at 9.30 and 11.05 am at St.
Laurence’s. The group also holds a prayer meeting on the
first day of each month at 12.30pm in St. Laurence’s.
Being Bible Sunday, there will be a united Bible
Society service at St. Laurence’s at 3pm. There will not be
the usual 6pm service on this day.
The annual service for the bereaved will be on Sunday
1st November at 6pm in St. Laurence’s. The names of all
those at whose funerals we have officiated, plus any extra
names we are given, will be read out at this service, and
there will be an opportunity to light candles in memory of
them. All are welcome.
Richard Hill

The new flyover and trackwork at Reading

18

October 2015

Stretton Focus

Mayfair News
Mayfair’s Festive Frost Fair!
On Saturday 21st November Mayfair will be full of
festive wonder, as we hold our third Festive Frost Fair.
Father Christmas will be here, in his grotto entertaining the
children; we’ll have a special menu in our café, and lots of
local businesses selling their wares around the centre. There
will be entertainment and also the hotly anticipated Mayfair
Bake Off! No ‘soggy bottoms’ please! Application forms and
further information available from Mayfair’s reception. More
details about this event will be available in mid October.
Art in the Café and Craft Cabinet
During October and November we have a new artist
exhibiting in our Café. Tamsin Bridge, who regularly
exhibits in Ludlow, will be taking over our walls with
her delicate pictures. Inspired by literature, fairytales and
walking in the countryside, Tamsin’s intricate work is
mainly in watercolours and sometimes overlaid with gold
leaf. Tamsin’s work will also be available in the craft cabinet
in Mayfair’s reception during November.
Courses at Mayfair
For further details or to book, please contact Mayfair on
01694 722077 or call in to Mayfair’s reception.
Computer Maintenance Course
Monday 12th October 1-3pm. £10 pp.
Knitting with a Difference with Pat Philpott
Take a look at your knitting, its direction and some
of the more technical aspects. Requirements: a ball of
double knitting or similar and the appropriate needles,
large tapestry needle, scissors, three balls (or bits) of wool
that go together, e.g. blue/turquoise, green/brown. Tuesday
20th October 10am–4pm. 10 people per course - £35 pp
includes lunch and refreshments
Discover the world of Book Arts with Katy Alston!
Come and create a colourful 3D illustrated model using
paper-cutting, illustration and ‘nets’. Make a shepherd’s hut,
beehive or greenhouse! Thursday 22nd October, 4.30-6pm.
£15 pp. Maximum 10 people.
Designing Greetings Cards using IT
Monday 26th October 1-3pm. £10 pp
Beginners Sewing Machine Course with Pat Philpott
Basic sewing machine techniques for beginners. At the
end of the course you will understand more about
your machine, do some sewing, pressing, seams,
darts, zips and binding. Lots of hints and tips along
the way to improve the finish and quality of what
you make. You will need: your sewing machine and
instruction book, needles, sewing thread, small pieces
of different fabrics (8” square) and scissors. Saturday
31st October, Saturday 7th November, Saturday 14th
November £100 pp for the three-day course
Ipad Beginners Course
Monday 9th November 1-3pm, £10 pp. A two
hour session to assist you in getting to grips with your
iPad. Please note this course is only for iPads and no
other ‘notebook’.
Calling all dressmakers!
How to make a pattern from a garment
WITHOUT unpicking it with Pat Philpott. An old/
new favourite or something that does not fit anymore
and then we can alter the pattern. You’ll need a
garment, greaseproof paper, pins, pencil and paper
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scissors, as well as a large cork notice board or mat if you
have one. Tuesday 10th November, 10 people per course £35 pp includes lunch and refreshments.
Silver PMC Clay Jewellery Making with Jules Harper
Silver Clay is an exciting medium that allows the artist
to create jewellery designs in pure fine silver. Jules will guide
you through the day, allowing you to be creative without
the pressure of costly mistakes than can be common with
a new hobby. Jules’ class is an introduction to PMC Silver.
Monday 16th November 10am-4pm. 4 people per course £40 pp includes lunch and refreshments.
Pop-up or Tunnel card making with Katy Alston
Using layers of card and paper-cutting we will make an
exciting card to treasure! Thursday 19th November, 4.306pm. £15 pp. Maximum 10 people.
Random Patchwork with Pat Philpott
Make a bag or a cushion cover and see what other
possibilities there are for this easy and creative technique.
Bring small pieces of fabric you would like to use together,
can be wool, silk or cotton, as well as thread to match,
sewing machine, zip or buttons.
Tuesday 8th December 10 people per course - £35 pp
includes lunch and refreshments.
Jams and Chutneys
Marlene will be selling her Jams and Chutneys in
Mayfair’s reception on Wednesday 14th and Wednesday
28th October. A delicious range of goodies will be available.
Book Sale
Book sale at URC hall on Friday 30th October and
Saturday 31st October between 10am and 3.30pm. A
fantastic range of books for sale and delicious refreshments
will also be available. Entrance 50p. All welcome!
Lunch and Flowers
… And finally, can we give you advance notice of
a pre-Christmas luncheon with a flower demonstration
on Saturday 28th November? Tickets will cost £15. The
demonstration will show you how to do simple but elegant
arrangements for your Christmas table. Tickets available
from Mayfair’s reception.

Tamsin Bridge artwork
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A Quaker Voice
Working on the Railway

C

rossing over the Railway Bridge on the
Southern side of town, one Sunday
recently, I realised it must be an ‘essential maintenance’
day. The train load of stones moving slowly underneath me,
and the presence of many fluorescent jacketed workers, sort of
gave this away!
I began to think about the work they were doing renewing
and refreshing the ballast on the track ... why ballast is
important, and whether we have a need for ‘ballast’ in some
way in our lives.
I’m no engineer, so apologies to those who know more,
but I think the purpose of rail track ballast is to keep the track
stable and provide a firm, level basis for the sleepers, absorbing
the impact from the frequent trains thundering over it.
Ballast isn’t pretty, it relies on the proximity of other
ballast to work, and has to be flexible enough to absorb impact
(in the way a blanket of concrete never could).
I think we all need ballast in our lives. Often we’re
fortunate enough to have friends, family, and other social
groups that can help provide that stability, and in the rougher
times help take the load.
A faith community can also be a very helpful ballast...
providing not only the individual strengths of its members
but the accumulated support of a larger body with the help
and experience of that particular faith tradition and its
accumulated wisdom.
It’s not just in the hard moments of life that we need the
ballast: sharing our happinesses, helping keep our ‘feet on the
ground’ as we explore new challenges, increasing our tolerance
and understanding, all are helped by the presence of a stable
and loving group which can absorb whatever we throw at it,
and provide a wobble free foundation.
Each ‘stone’ in the group is as valuable as the next, both
providing the ballast support, and utilising it themselves.
For me attending Meeting for Worship on a Sunday is part
of my ‘essential track maintenance’ providing much needed
‘renewal and refreshment’ in the silence, and strength and
support from the worshipping community.
Back in 1667, the Quaker Isaac Pennington wrote: “Our
life is love, and peace, and tenderness and bearing one with
another, and forgiving one another, and not laying accusations
one against another; but praying one for another, and helping
one another up with a tender hand.”
Now that’s what I call ‘ballast’.

Know Your Local History
Where was it?
his doorway in the photo on page 11 is on the side
wall of the Antiques Market in Easthope Road.
The building is the old malthouse built by Robert
McCartney about 1904. Malting is the process of preparing
barley ready for brewing whereby the grain is spread out on
the floors and dampened. When it has sprouted it is taken
to the kiln in the building and heated to stop the sprouting
and dried out. It is then sold to the local brewers. Above the
doorway there was a hoist, now gone, to raise the sacks of
grain to the malting floor. Why not go and see it?

T
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The Tuesday Club
Church Stretton Inner Wheel Ladies to the Rescue complete with aprons and Marigolds

N

ormally the Tuesday Club receives its weekly
cooked meal via the School‘s caterers, a really good
arrangement, but providing meals ourselves during
school holidays can be quite daunting.
This year, however, ladies of the Church Stretton Inner
Wheel came to our rescue and for the past six weeks have
provided hot lunches for members and volunteers. Menus
ranged through roast chicken, quiche, boiled ham, fish pie,
sausages and beef bourguignon, with all the trimmings,
plenty of vegetables, finishing with a selection of puddings.
The hot meals, pots, pans etc. were ferried to the club by
Rotarian husbands – with family pets in tow.
We are grateful to the Inner Wheel Ladies, not only for

providing so many home-cooked meals, but for the way in
which they took it all in their stride, joining us at the dinner
table and interacting so cheerfully with the members –
making it such a treat for everyone.
The Tuesday Club has operated in the URC Hall for
some 32 years and caters for men and women of all ages,
particularly those who may live alone or who may just need
companionship. The Club is not-for-profit, providing door
to door transport, refreshments, a hot meal, entertainment,
outings, seasonal celebrations - all at a very reasonable cost.
This is a friendly, relaxed club with a strong volunteer base
– volunteers who are experienced, committed and CRB
checked. We don’t have any paid staff.
We could easily accommodate new members. If anyone
is interested in joining, has a relative or a neighbour who
would benefit, don’t hesitate to make contact.
For further information: Eileen Roberts 01694 720086

Trivia Answers
1. Peach
2. 1997
3. Jack the Ripper
4. Harley Davidson
5. Sixth Sense
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Church Stretton Probus Club
A short history 1970-2015

T

he first Probus Club in the country was formed
in1965, in Welwyn Garden City. There were four
more by 1968, then the floodgates opened and there
were 17 in 1969, 21 in 1970, and 28 in 1971. Church
Stretton Probus Club was 23 on the list. A meeting in
December 1969, convened by Church Stretton Rotary Club,
agreed to pursue the formation of a Probus Club in Church
Stretton. The aim was purely social for those who might be
interested in a club ‘for retired professional and business men
to provide a forum of social introduction between such people
to whom the normal business contacts were not available and
who, having retired, found it difficult to make social contacts
locally’.
The 1970s started with the inaugural lunch-time meeting
held at the Longmynd Hotel on 15th January attended
by 22 prospective members who ‘resolved unanimously to
proceed with the Club’s formation’. So a committee was
formed. The second meeting was held in February, and the
third, in March, was the AGM, attended by 15 members. A
Constitution was approved and the Rotary Club was invited
to nominate one of their members to join the Committee in
an advisory capacity. The first Chairman was J H K Madeley
and his Secretary/Treasurer was R R Linnell. The annual
subscription was fixed at ten shillings (50p) and meetings
would be held on the first Tuesday of each month. A Ladies
Garden Party was held in July at the home of the Chairman,
Coneygarth, Church Stretton.

July 1970, The Garden Party. Chairman J H K Madeley and
his wife are in the centre front. His committee, E Hellyer,
R R Linnell, E Gibbon, R T Ball, and R L French are with
him but unidentified. (Taken from a newspaper cutting)
In 1971 Probus beat the Rotarians at bowls, followed by
a convivial lunch at the Sandford Hotel and in October an
Open Evening with wives, friends and Rotarians was held
at the same venue. In December the first Ladies Evening
was held again at the Sandford Hotel which was to be the
Christmas venue until 1976.
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Membership increased rapidly right up to the turn of
the century but during the 1970s talks continued on the
Constitution. The Chairman would retire at the end of his
term in office and be succeeded by the Vice-Chairman.
The vacancy on the committee would be filled by the club
member senior in length of service. During this time members
were encouraged to circulate more and a levy was imposed on
those not wearing name badges. In 1978 the membership was
increased to 70 and the subscription raised to £1.00. In 1978
the Bowls Section was formed.
In view of the popularity and increased membership, in
the 1980s the question of another Probus was discussed until
in 1986 the Rotary Club again floated the idea of a second
Probus Club and so the Strettondale Probus Club was formed.
Church Stretton Probus wished them luck.
In 1983 the Past Chairman, Norman Green donated a
Chairman’s ribbon and medallion to be worn at meetings.
In the 1990s the annual subscription was raised to
£3.00 and then to £7.50. The tradition of a Ladies’ Lunch
continued and outings were arranged to Llangollen,
Llandrindod Wells, Tewkesbury, Hay-on-Wye, Lichfield,
Stratford on Avon, and Worcester.
The new century got off to a good start when the then
Chairman, Leslie Naylor, bought wine for all present. There
were several successful outings, the most recent being in 2012
and 2013 when outings, each filling a thirty-seater coach,
went to the National Trust property at Erddig near Wrexham
and the year later to the Anderton Boat Lift, lifting boats
from the River Weaver to the Trent and Mersey Canal in
Cheshire.
In 2008, under the Chairmanship of David Jandrell,
we welcomed our first lady member after a contentious vote
amongst members but in 2013 Beryl Smith was accepted as
Chair(man). She is still our only lady member!
The meeting on 5th June 2014 was the club’s 500th,
when Church Stretton Probus challenged Strettondale at
the game of Just a Minute as on the radio. Strettondale won.
However it was all taken in good fun. We are now looking
forward to our 50th Anniversary in 2020.
So what of Church Stretton Probus now? Our numbers
are just in the 30s and like most clubs and voluntary
organisations we would like to recruit more members. We
now meet on the first Thursday of each month for a three
course lunch admirably cooked at the Longmynd Hotel
followed by a speaker. We may engage a professional or, at
times, one of our own members may have a subject of interest
to other members. The principle is still the same as it was on
our formation, for retired professional and business men (and
now women) to get together socially.
Why not come to a lunch to give us a try? You will be
made very welcome. Please contact our Secretary, Philip
Harmer on 01588 673002. He will be pleased to talk to you
about possible membership.
Ian Whittaker, Chairman
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Help us Protect the Livestock on the Long Mynd

cross the Long Mynd we welcome the best part of a
million visitors a year to the hill, many of whom
bring their dogs with them, which is great, this a
fantastic place to bring your dog for a walk. We have always
welcomed local responsible dog walkers as well as those
visiting us for a day out. However, we have had a number of
terrible dog attacks recently. We recognise this is a result of
a minority of inconsiderate dog owners whose dogs are not
under control.
The National Trust owns 2,000 hectares (5,200 acres)
of the Long Mynd; however the Long Mynd Commoners
(local farmers) have the right to graze livestock on the hill.
Collectively commoners graze about 3,000 ewes and lambs
freely over the hill. In addition commoners have 20 ponies
and foals which graze the hill. Hill farming is a tough
business and for the Long Mynd Commoners the livestock
on Long Mynd form a fundamental part of their livelihood.
You may not be aware that the beautiful open
heathery landscape of the Long Mynd has been created by
thousands of years of grazing. The spectacular open views
are maintained by the sheep and pony grazing. So, for us,
this is an important part of the cultural heritage of the hill
to maintain, but also the grazing plays a pivotal role in
maintaining our special habitats for wildlife.
Amongst all of the issues which are brought to us
by visitors, neighbours and the commoners, the greatest
amount are concerns about dogs. These include dogs
chasing sheep and in a number of cases those dogs attacking
the sheep, the amount of dog mess in Carding Mill Valley
and dogs out of control on the top of the hill.

Injured sheep found in Batch Valley
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Occasionally we have loose stray dogs on the hill that
have either escaped or deliberately been allowed out. Sheep
have been killed by such dogs especially if they are able to
run together with other dogs.
It is essential that dogs are either on a lead or under
close control and in sight when visiting Carding Mill Valley
and the Long Mynd. This is particularly important during
the lambing season (February to beginning of June) as a
simple chase can cause a sheep to abort its lamb and fall
victim to crows and foxes; or lambs can become separated
from their mothers. It is very distressing for farmers and
National Trust staff to deal with such dog attacks. We’ve
had around 20 cases in Carding Mill Valley alone this year
where dogs have attacked sheep, tearing off the flesh which
results in a painful and slow death for that sheep. What we
ask is that all dog owners use a two metre lead when around
livestock.
We receive numerous complaints about the amount of
dog mess on the paths particularly in Carding Mill Valley,
despite our volunteers’ best efforts to clean it up. Dog mess
is not only extremely unpleasant and unhygienic but we
want the valley to be a place where all of our visitors can
enjoy themselves. In the valley not only do our visitors
enjoy their time playing in and alongside the stream, having
picnics and playing games, we also welcome a large number
of school children who carry out fieldwork in the stream.
We want our visitors to enjoy themselves without the fear of
stepping in or coming into contact with dog mess.
We have also witnessed and had reported to us on a
number of occasions dogs not being under control on the
top of the hill. There are certain times of year where it is
essential that everyone, dogs included, stay on the paths.
The heather is home to a number of ground nesting birds
and as a conservation charity we aim to protect these
vulnerable habitats, but there are still a number of the
birds that are struggling. The curlew population has gone
from 16 breeding pairs to two pairs in the last 15 years on
the Long Mynd. These birds are particularly vulnerable to
crows eating their eggs and come off the nest when they see
a dog 1,000m away. We put up seasonal notices if a nest is
vulnerable; please help by following any seasonal advice.
Again we ask that a two metre lead is used in these areas at
that time of year (Countryside Rights of Way (CRoW) Act
2000 – also known as the ‘right to roam’).
We know that it is only a tiny percentage of the visitors
that cause these problems, but it is still critical for us to
find ways of reducing them as these issues have a serious
impact on the farmers, the residents and the visitors. We are
working on some new literature that we will give out to our
visitors informing them of our dog walking policy and code
of conduct. This will be ready in the next couple of months.
We also need your help to crack down on these problems.
If you witness any issues with dogs please let us know; you
can contact me, Peter Carty on 07824 514564 or Patrick
Edwards on 07795 554930. Please provide a description of
the dog and the owner and provide us with a location and
the time that you saw the incident.
Peter Carty
National Trust Countryside, Parks and Gardens Manager,
South Shropshire
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Birdlife in Your Garden

he Green Woodpecker is not a frequent visitor to
Shropshire gardens but it will occasionally put in
an appearance if conditions suit it. If you have
surprised a ground-feeding greenish bird from a secluded
area of lawn and it has flown off uttering a shrill, yelping
laugh and displaying a yellow rump, you are one of the
lucky ones. This species behaves quite differently from the
Great Spotted Woodpecker, which was covered in an earlier
column. Firstly, (as you might guess from the name) it is
primarily green rather than black and white. Secondly, it
spends much of its time feeding from the ground rather
than chiseling invertebrates from tree branches and trunks.
Thirdly, it only rarely ‘drums’ but announces its possession
of territory with a loud laughing song which has led to the
local name of ‘Yaffle’ (although ‘Yawkle’ and ‘Yarkle’ are
also known in nineteenth century Shropshire accounts).

The colourful plumage of the Green Woodpecker has led to
many homeowners reporting exotic tropical birds in their
gardens. (Photo: Darren Frost, BTO Library).
The Green Woodpecker’s diet is dominated by ants,
which accounts for its ground-based feeding behaviour.
It does not visit bird tables and hanging feeders like
the Great Spotted Woodpecker, but may take fat, fruit
and mealworms provided on the ground. Short grass is
preferred foraging habitat as such areas have warm soils
which favour ant nests: this includes pastures grazed by
sheep and rabbits, golf courses, airfields and gardens
with mown lawns. Indeed, farmland declines were noted
following the outbreak of myxomatosis, which led to a
drop in the rabbit population and the reversion of rabbitgrazed turf to a rougher state which is not optimal for
ant colonies. They also hunt for the larvae and adults of
beetles and other insects in rotten wood and probe windfall
apples in orchards, the latter behaviour perhaps behind the
depiction of a cartoon of the bird on the label of Bulmer’s
cider.
Its skill in acquiring ant prey is due largely to its 10cm
long, flexible tongue, which is stored curled up in its skull.
The tongue has a wide, flattened tip covered in barbs and
sticky saliva produced in modified salivary glands. This is
used to probe ant nests and to harvest adult insects as well
as larvae and eggs. This species is capable of thriving in a
range of more open habitats than other woodpeckers, as
long as there are scattered trees nearby for nest sites, which
are generally holes in easily-worked decayed timber, and
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Blankets of snow and frozen soil make winter a hazardous time
for feeding Green Woodpeckers, often leading to population
declines. (Photo: John Flowerday, BTO Library)
short grass for feeding. Not for the Green Woodpecker is
the pine meatier than the sward. (Sorry – I couldn’t resist!)
This woodpecker is a rather spectacular bird, about the
size of a Collared Dove, with dark green wings and upper
back, a yellow-green rump, a bright red cap and nape, a
black mask around its white eyes and a ‘moustache’ (black in
the female and black with a red centre in the male). Juvenile
birds are patterned rather like the adults but are spotted
overall. Green Woodpeckers have a strongly undulating
flight, as they fold their wings completely between bursts of
flapping, losing height as they do so.
The species figures large in British folklore. The
seventeenth century English antiquarian, John Aubrey,
reported that it was used in druidic practice for augury and
that “the country people do divine of raine by their cry”, a
belief apparently maintained until the nineteenth century
and probably beyond. For this reason, the name ‘Rain Fowl’
is used in some Shropshire accounts in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries.
The species is resident in Britain and widely distributed
in all locations except the north and west of Scotland.
It is absent from the Isle of Man and Ireland, however.
It is increasing in numbers but is subject to year-to-year
population variations, especially declines in numbers as a
result of cold winters, when frozen ground limits access to
ants.
Unfortunately, there is not much you can do to attract
the beautiful Green Woodpecker into your garden short of
maintaining a bit of secluded lawn and adopting a relaxed
attitude to ant nests. If you do get a visit, fat, fruit and
mealworms sprinkled on the grass where you saw the bird
might encourage its return.
John Arnfield
The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador for the
Garden BirdWatch (GBW) scheme in southern Shropshire and
is available to speak to local organisations on GBW, as well as
answering questions on garden birds and feeding. South-central
Shropshire needs more GBW observers. Please contact John on
(01694) 724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.edu to give it a go!
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Church Stretton Town Council
Community Matters
Rectory Wood and Field
here has been a lot of activity on Rectory Wood and
Field over the last month with a number of guided
walks and species surveys taking place. This will help
us to produce the new Management Plan for the site with
our partners Shropshire Council, the National Trust and the
Rectory Wood and Field Interest group.
The wood even got a mention in The Guardian in the
‘Country Diary’ column of renowned nature writer Paul
Evans who led a walk and creative writing workshop in
the wood and field on 29th August. A further walk and
workshop with Paul Evans is planned for Saturday 17th
October but this is already fully subscribed. If you would
like to put your name down in case anyone drops out just
send an email to the Town Council on
reception@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk.
Volunteer work parties in the wood and field are a
great way of helping to improve the site, meeting some new
people and getting some exercise! Work parties are led by
Dave Hardwick from Shropshire Council’s Parks and Green
Space Team and all equipment is provided. You just need
waterproofs and stout shoes. The forthcoming work party
dates are:- Wednesday 30th September
- Thursday 29th October
- Thursday 26th November
- Thursday 17th December
If you fancy giving it a try you can contact Dave
Hardwick on david.hardwick@shropshire.gov.uk for more
information.

T

Welcome to the New Town Warden
Welcome to Jan
Heaney who started her
new role as Town Warden
on 1st September. Jan
is highly visible out
and about the town
helping us to us ensure
that it is a clean, safe
and attractive place for
visitors and townsfolk
alike. Jan has a frontline role in reducing the
impact on the town of
environmental crimes
like littering and dog
fouling. She is currently
targeting Coffin Lane
where we are trialling
a Green, Amber, Red
approach, starting with
advice and information and ending in enforcement action
for those who persist in failing to clean up after their dogs.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window at
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60 High Street and on the Town Council website
www.churchstretton.co.uk or at www.shropshire.gov.uk.
The Shropshire Council website includes all documents
submitted with a planning application, including previous
related applications. There is now a free-to-use touch screen
with a direct link to the Planning Portal at Shropshire
Council within the Town Council offices for your
convenience.
Extended Market
The extended market returned on the 2nd September
and was the source of many complaints to the Town
Council. These complaints are always taken seriously, and
will be debated by the Economic Development Committee
at their meeting on 22nd September.
However, it was drawn to our attention that on at least
two occasions diversion and road closure signs were moved
and re sited to facilitate individual access concerns. This
led to situations where vehicles were reversing back towards
the mini island by the Bucks Head because the road closed/
diversion signs had been moved to facilitate access through
to Churchway. The road closure application process requires
us to produce an agreed scheme of diversion/closure signs
with Shropshire Council in order to maintain safety for
pedestrians and public alike. It is therefore completely
unacceptable for anyone to remove or re-site advisory signs
without the permission of the Town Council.
Business Forum
The next Church Stretton Business Forum will be
held in the Conservatory at the Silvester Horne Institute
on Thursday 22nd October. Gary Spence from Shropshire
Council’s Funding Team will be talking about the new
Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE)
Growth Programme. This is focussed on investment in
rural areas to support the development of visitor attractions,
tourist information resources and small scale recreational
infrastructure. Sandwiches and refreshments provided from
6pm onwards. If you are interested in attending just email
Marian Giles at townclerk@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
Little Stretton News
Concern had been raised about the brook that flows
from Ashes Hollow, past Small Batch camping site, to the
village. Recently several cars have left the road and edged
into the brook. Cllr Mike Walker met with Chris Jackson of
Shropshire Council to discuss implementation of measures
to improve road safety, improvement of the parking area
and maintenance of the brook itself, and the addition of a
‘no through road’ sign. Hopefully these measures will avoid
any further incidents. We are grateful to Chris Jackson
and Shropshire Council for their positive response to these
issues.
Marian Giles, Town Clerk
Cllr Mike Walker, Mayor, Church Stretton Town Council
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Gardening in October

T

his month is often a reasonable time to give the lawn
some attention. Using a wire rake, remove any dead
leaves and twigs. My lawn is scattered with toad stools
and similar fungi which needs to be raked off. The lawn will
no doubt need a mow, set the cutters up a little and now is
the time to apply an autumn high potash feed. The edges of
the lawn may need attention; if the edges are looking battered
and ragged, cut a new edge say 3” in, then with a spade lift
this 3” strip in pieces say 18” long, reverse them and relay to
form a neat new edge. Top dress the damaged area with fine
soil and it may be worthwhile sowing some fresh seed if the
area just back from the edge looks thread bare. Try to create
a small area within the lawn, where dwarf spring bulbs, scilla,
snow drops, aconites and dwarf fritillaria can give you a patch
of colour next spring. Such an area will need to miss a few
mowings as you allow the bulb foliage to die down.
The greenhouse will also need seasonal attention.
Tomatoes will probably be over so cut down the vines and
remove soil in pots or bags. Give the whole inside a spray with
a diluted solution of Jeyes fluid. If you are intending to over
winter tender plants, then the clean up can be followed by
attaching bubble wrap insulation to the inside of the glazing.
Rhubarb stems will now have died down. They are gross
feeders and will benefit next year if they are fed well. Tease the
soil and give them a balanced feed followed by a thick mulch

of well rotted manure or garden compost.
Our Summer Show was well attended and enjoyed.
Entries were down a little on last year but we filled the hall
and the refreshments were well appreciated. A thank you to all
who gave their time in various ways to make it so successful.
Our speaker for Tuesday, 27th October, will be Victoria
Martin on “Flower Talk”.
Our last outing of the year will be to Arley Arboretum at
Upper Arley, Worcestershire, on Wednesday 28th October.
Anyone requiring further details can telephone 01694
720131.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club

Methodist Voice

S

ome years ago, whilst in the Vercors district of France, I
found myself with some hours to spare as I drove back
from Grenoble to Lyon to catch my flight home. It was
just after Easter and the snow lay like sugared icing on the
mountains, beneath the somnolent azure blue of the sky.
Because I had time to spare I decided to take a short cut up
through the escarpment of the Chartreuse Forest and avoid the
motorway route via Chambéry.
The whole area is steeped in history, medieval and
modern. Here, for example, on the Southern side of the
Vercors valley in 1944 the local partisans had, at enormous
personal cost and sacrifice, impeded the retreat of the German
forces withdrawing from Italy as the Allied forces pursued
them. The road through that forest is strewn with the graves
of and memorials to those brave souls who gave their lives to
aid the liberating forces, and the British here are still fondly
remembered for having dropped supplies to them, cut off and
isolated as they were in the Forest.
Now, entering the Northern side of the valley, driving
through the virginal green of the coniferous canopy, I stopped
at a wee French hamlet to savour their coffee. It was just after
Easter, and walking back to my car I passed the local village
Church. On impulse, still thinking of sacrifice, I went in to
see how the local villagers had celebrated this focal point of
our Christian Faith. As I left I suddenly became overwhelmed
with emotion. The sense of a presence there in that Forest was
totally overpowering, and for the next three hours or so I was
wrapped in an intensity of experience beyond anything I had
ever encountered in my life before or since.
I could not explain it. I made a note of the time, tried to
focus on family and friends; what was happening? To say that
it was a religious experience is to minimise it. I was caught up
in something beyond the range of normal human experience.
I drove slowly onwards through the embracing greenery
of the forest until, some time later, I reached a turning that
led off from the road to disappear from view amongst the
dark over-shrouding branches of the forest. Leaving the car,
I walked across a small clearing and found a simple plaque
fastened to a post. There, I read that a praying community had
existed in that forest for over a thousand years – and there,
beyond the trees, was the dark silhouette of a monastery. I
walked inside and there, in the section open to the public,
I was able to witness what had grown over the years from a
small group of people who prayed to become a huge monastic
community with a focus of prayer for the whole world.
Deeply grateful to the God who had enabled me to
experience this remarkable encounter, I drove on to the airport
and flew home.
“More things are wrought by prayer than this world
dreams of,” wrote the poet Tennyson, “…for what are men
better than sheep or goats that nourish a blind life within the
brain, if, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer…?”
K.J.H.

St Michael’s All Stretton Harvest Weekend

St Michael’s Church in All Stretton will be open on Saturday 3rd October from 10-12am. Please come and sample our
coffee and cake and enjoy the harvest festival display in the Church. Our improvements in the vestry are now complete.
Do come and look at what we’ve done!
Please join us for our Harvest service on Sunday 4th October at 10.30am followed by Harvest Lunch at 12.15pm.
Everyone is very welcome. In order to give us an idea of numbers please ring Hazel Allen on 01694 751400 if you are
able to join us for lunch.
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Stretton Focus Journalism Award

T

he Focus Editorial Team would like to present our
readers with a special challenge. We’d like you to
write a feature article that will strongly engage
with our readership. Every month we’ll publish one article
of high quality from among those we’ve received. Every
sixth month – May and November – we’ll select the article
which the Editorial Team consider to be the best of those
published in the preceding six months and present the
writer with a Stretton Focus Journalism Award certificate and
a prize of £40. The winner will be announced in the next
edition of the Focus. Interested? – then read on!
What is a Feature Article?
It is an in-depth examination of a particular subject, and
is not usually as time-sensitive as a news article. These are
just a few examples:
- A recounting of a personal experience in relation to an
event or issue, perhaps including an analysis of the event or
issue concerned.
- An interview with someone in the news in the Strettons.
- An introduction to a local place of interest, or a place of
unusual fascination to the writer.
- A review of a book or film about the local area.
- An account of an activity.
It is also not hard factual news, but it must be truthful
and sincere. It may be serious, but it can also use humour as
a powerful technique. It is characterised by the high quality
of the writing and the intelligent expression of one’s view
of the subject. It concentrates on thoughtful analysis and is
not simply a rhetorical rant on something about which the
writer feels extreme emotion.
It usually, but not always, adopts the layout of a
standard piece of journalism. Alternatively, it may, as is
often the case in journalism nowadays, present material in
an unusual way, using diagrams or other graphics. It may of
course include accompanying pictures.
Send your completed article as a Word document to
editor@strettonfocus.org.uk. Diagrams or graphics, if used,

Save the Children
Soup & Apple Puddings
Lunch
Friday 23rd October 12 noon to 1.30pm
at the Parish Centre
Tickets £6 (to include tea/coffee) – please
pay at the door
Raffle. Cards for sale
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should be supplied in JPEG
format.
Your article must be specifically designated as an entry
for the Stretton Focus Journalism Award. You must include
a statement that the article is completely your own work
apart from any quotations or references which are clearly
attributed to their original authors and which you have
permission to reproduce and that the article has not been
published previously either in print or digitally in any other
publication.
By submitting an entry to the competition you agree
to these terms and conditions and that in the event of your
article not being chosen as the competition entry for the
next issue of the magazine, it will be reconsidered together
with the entries for the following month and may be chosen
as the competition entry for that month. If your article
is still not selected it will no longer be considered as a
competition entry but may be published in the magazine as
a general article if the Editorial Team consider it appropriate
to do so.
The Stretton Focus Journalism Award is not restricted
to people living in the Strettons Area. The content may be
focused on the Strettons or be broader in looking beyond
the events and geography of the Strettons Area.
The Award can go to a writer of any age, but the writer
must be an individual, not a group.
Articles should be between 500 and 1,000 words in
length, excluding any pictures. This is quite brief and will
require discipline and tautness of style. Anything grossly
long will not be considered for publication.
The selection of articles for publication as entries in
this competition and choice of the winner of a Stretton
Focus Journalism Award are entirely at the discretion of the
Editorial Team and are final. No correspondence will be
entered into as to the merits or otherwise of their decisions.
The Editors - Graham, Ian, Patricia, Richard, Sandra

W

Indoor Market

e are pleased to announce a new indoor market
for Church Stretton.

This will be an exciting new venture for local
craftsmen and women, cooks and artists to be able to showcase
their work to locals and visitors alike.
Initially there will be three dates on Thursdays for this market,
one each in October, November and December 2015. The venue
will be the SCOUT HUT in Church Street, Church Stretton
from 9am to approximately 2pm.
The dates are as follows:
Thursday 15th October
Thursday 19th November
Thursday 10th December
Booking forms are available now should you require a table or
know of anyone who would be interested.
It is envisaged that this indoor market could become a popular
and regular feature for Church Stretton from springtime 2016.
We look forward to welcoming you on the 15th October.
Customers will be able to enter a free prize draw during the first
market. Please add this date to your diary.
Sandy Pearse telephone: 01694 723806 or mobile: 07946
788720
For booking forms please email: sandypearse3@hotmail.com
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United Nations Association
Creating a world that works for all
and Shropshire’s part in it
Tuesday 20th October 2015
Church Stretton School 7.00 – 9.00 pm
Attendance at a nominal cost of £3
tickets are available

C

reating a world that works for all. This is what the
UN is really about, with a wide range of partners
and 193 nations. Those nations are in reality ‘We
the peoples…..’ the opening words of the UN Charter.
That is us… In September you will have heard and seen
the publishing of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals. They are bold, more realistic and can only work as
populations believe and trust in them, compelling their
leadership to strive to meet those goals within 15 years.
There have been many good results from the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which have
taken half the world’s desperately poor out of that condition
(but still leaving millions), diseases have been eliminated,
girls’ education has massively grown in 15 years, healthcare
is available, maternity care and child survival for millions is
so much better.
Despite their success in many of the UN MDGs they
had fallen short of inclusion of the people affected and
were defined in the corridors of UN diplomats, far away
from the poor people’s lives. Also people were not included
in the monitoring and implementation. In setting out the
next set of Goals, these lessons have been learned and there
has been greater involvement of local communities in the
process. More realistic and strategic Goals are expected that
can make the fundamental changes that enable nations and
people to raise themselves up.

Programme:
1 A brief visual walk through the MDGs and where
they worked and the New Goals and what’s the difference?
2 Break away Groups: taking some of the big stuff
apart – Goals that touch us too.
There are four at present but we may have more
options.
Does current refugee law still serve the needs of today’s mass
migrations?
1. When do people become refugees and when can a host
country deport refugees or asylum seekers? (Inspired by
Richard Acland UNHCR)
2. Elimination of hunger in the short and longer term.
Sustainable development – Food security, Food, Farming,
health, obesity of children, food banks, waste.
(Inspired by David Gibbon, consultant in Agriculture and
Rural Development)
3. The liberation of women and their power for change.
Making the difference for families, health, education and
economy. (Under negotiation)
4. What does it mean to be human in changing a culture
that consistently leaves many behind? (Under negotiation)
A Plenary session leading to the naming of objectives.
Planned with UNA Shropshire, partners and friends
Further information on www.unashropshire.org.uk and
01694 725530
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URC Voice
Old Men Ought to be Explorers
aving reached the age of 78, after 50 years as
an ordained minister in the United Reformed
Church, I’m prepared to be called an ‘old man’
– if that admits me into the category of being an explorer.
Even when I spent 20 years as a missionary in Papua New
Guinea, I was tempted to put ‘explorer’ on the passport as
my profession: but now I’m fully qualified - so what will I
explore?
I will explore my past and my future (but only from
within the present moment, for that’s all we have). Most of
my life is past, so there will be plenty of material. Some of
it will be hard going. There will be rocks that I’ve stumbled
over before, but never moved: waiting to trip me up again.
There will be mistakes that I’ve made, but never really
learned from. There will be regrets that still leave a bitter
taste.
I must explore all these areas of my past life, and find
ways of dealing with them, so that I can face the future with
a smile on my face, and a spring in my step. But where is
the future?
Tomorrow is uncharted territory. I think the best way to
travel into it is on the vehicle called HOPE. The exploration
will need a sensitive awareness, and an active imagination. I
would like to see the realisation of all that is best in human
nature, and the creation of a world where there is peace and
prosperity for all.
From where I am today, the unknown tomorrow looks
like spiritual territory, where belief in God (whatever you
mean by that word) could be a guiding light.
At all events, TS Eliot, whose words from his Four
Quartets are the title of my piece, says that ‘tomorrow’ is
really today, with just a different name: that all things exist
in the NOW of God’s present moment, if only we could see
it!
So it’s no surprise that in Little Gidding (from Four
Quartets) he tells us that “exploration will never cease;
and the end of all our exploring will be to arrive where we
started, and know the place for the first time.”
I find that thought very exciting and challenging; and I
am already hoisting my sails to catch the wind of the Spirit.
Donald Horsfield

H
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Strettons Area Community
Wildlife Group
Butterfly News

T

he two transects (weekly counts of butterflies on
two defined paths) have now been completed,
and timed counts during the flight season for
Green Hairstreak and Grayling have also been carried out
in Cardingmill Valley. We hope to continue both next
year. Peter Branson has found a sizeable colony (around
60 sightings) of Purple Hairstreak butterflies in the top
of the canopy of an oak tree in All Stretton. These are
notoriously difficult to spot as they rarely come to ground
level, feeding on the honeydew produced by aphids high
up in the oak tree. They can be seen in the late afternoon/
early evening when the males display and fly above the
tree.If anyone has been keeping a record of the butterflies
that they have seen this year, please share the results with
us by sending them to Heather at john.hathaway4@
btinternet.com
Stephen Butler

Male Purple Hairstreak butterfly

Strettons Civic Society
Public Meeting – 50 Years on the Mynd
The Strettons Civic Society will hold a public
meeting on Wednesday 21st October at 7.00pm at
the Silvester Horne Institute. The speaker will be Peter
Carty, National Trust Countryside Parkland and Gardens
Manager for South Shropshire. He will give an illustrated
talk 50 Years on the Mynd celebrating what has been
achieved and plans for the future on the Long Mynd.
Members of the public are welcome to this event as well
as members.
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Introducing Baked Alaska

C

hurch Stretton welcomes the well-known
Christian theatre company Riding Lights this
autumn on 3rd November. Their new fulllength show is called BAKED ALASKA; Time to change
the temperature and should prove a memorable evening.
An island in the South Pacific has a problem. It’s
hollow. Anxiety levels are rising in a North American
boardroom. Eve’s garden is bursting with next door’s
rubbish. Even the ducks have relocated… they’re in
Bangladesh.
From the four corners of the earth come interconnecting stories of human beings living with the
wild, unpredictable effects of climate change…
Scientists, farmers, oil magnates, climate warriors,
prophets, mothers, journalists and others just like you
and me – we’re all in the mix and hungry for a recipe
of hope in the struggle about power. Some will sound
the warming bell, some blow hot and cold, while others
make a pudding of the planet.
In the high-energy, ‘seriously funny’ style for which
Riding Lights is well known, BAKED ALASKA serves
up the realities of climate change with flair and clarity
about the temperatures involved. Extra-ordinary theatre
for these extraordinary times.
BAKED ALASKA is touring right across the UK
this autumn with over 50 performances, serving up
a recipe for hope ready for the 2015 United Nations
Conference on Climate Change taking place in Paris
this December. The show is presented by several
organisations, including Christian Aid, Operation
Noah and the Diocese of Lichfield, committed to
raising a Christian voice in the call to worldwide action
on climate change. Have a look at one of the songs on
this trailer (http://ridinglights.org/baked-alaska/)
We’re delighted to welcome Riding Lights in
Church Stretton on Tuesday, 3rd November in Church
Stretton Secondary School Theatre at 7.30pm. It
should prove an unforgettable evening so please get the
date in your diary now!
The local contact for tickets is Isabel Carter on
phone 01694 722296 or email isabelcarter13@gmail.
com. Tickets are also available from John Thomas
Florist, 3 Sandford Ave, Church Stretton, SY6 6BW.
Ticket prices are
£12, £9 concessions
and £7.50 for youth
groups. For more
information and box
office go to: 01904
613000 or www.
ridinglights.org/
baked-alaska
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Shrewsbury Steam Rally
Or one that got away

S

team-powered traction engines became a standard
tented market selling a very wide range of products – a
feature of agricultural life in the mid 19th century.
few of which may have had something to do with steam
They powered amongst other things the static
engines. In adjacent fields the agricultural equipment was
threshing machines at harvest time. They began to lose
working.
out to diesel and petrol combine harvesters in the years
The steam engines are the star of the show but other
before the second World War. Their other uses in civil
stands featured pre- and post-war cars; motorcycles of all
engineering (for example) also withered away.
ages; tractors, commercial vehicles; military vehicles and
In the early 1950s some local enthusiasts began
stationary engines. One miniature stationary engine was
to look for a way to keep some of them alive. This
used in the past to grind coffee beans with much huffing
enthusiasm culminated in 1955 when preserved steam
and puffing.
engines appeared
Seventy five steam
in the procession of
powered vehicles of the
the Church Stretton
traction engine type
Carnival on the August
were present. Most were
Bank Holiday, and
of the kind that pulled
within a few years the
or powered agricultural
event had become
equipment but some
the Church Stretton
were road rollers; some
Carnival and Steam
were fairground engines
Engine Meet, with up
and one powered a
to 5,000 spectators
crane.
lining the streets to see
Twenty six steam
the procession. That
powered lorries also
first rally went ahead
turned up. Dating from
with 18 steam engines
the 1930s, these looked
and 17 veteran cars,
like lorries of their
with entry charges
time except that they
running at two shillings.
had a huge chimney
Luckily it made a profit,
passing through
and the beginnings of
the cab and out the
the event we see today
roof. Apparently a
An immaculate Yorkshire flat-bodied steam wagon from 1905
were cemented. Then in
heater in the cab was
1968 we lost it and after
unnecessary. When
several peregrinations it
they moved, steam and
settled at Onslow Park
smoke poured out of
on the Welshpool road
the funnel.
just off the A5.
Each category of
Mind you, we could
vehicles was called
not have coped with
forward to parade
the 2015 show. The
around the arena and
A5 was blocked from
as they prepared to
before the Montgomery
move the air darkened
turn-off. The organisers
with black smoke and
said they had room for
reeked of burning
1,000 cars. I think there
coal. It put the recent
were more. Many more.
discussion about
The queue to get tickets
pollution from modern
was hundreds of yards
diesel engines in a
long. Fortunately, the
whole new context.
organisers had given
So, we lost the
Focus a guest ticket
Steam Rally but maybe
so we could avoid the
with the Town Council
Mrs Bradbury and Mr Hughes with their traction engine
queue. One was mildly
taking over Rectory
surprised that so many
Field we can attract
people found traction engines fascinating.
other revenue generating events.
However, the organisers had put on a rounded show,
The Board and Staff of Focus thank the organisers of the
with fairground rides just inside the entrance and a
Steam Rally for Guest tickets.
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Scrappies – A Brief Look Back
From a humble collection of
potentially useful scrap in a small garage
in Clun over 25 years ago, Scrappies, the
charity, was formed and has developed
into an expansive popular store serving
Church Stretton, the community and the
environment in a variety of different ways.
Scrappies is Shropshire’s only scrapstore and over the
years it has attracted trade to many other businesses in the
town. The environment has also undoubtedly benefited by
virtue of the store’s vast stock of recyclable materials, much
of which has been put to good use under the guidance of
the store’s experienced staff.
Time to Move On
The store has been run by a team of dedicated part
time staff and volunteers. In particular, Irene Briscoe, the
Co-ordinator and Sheila Peacock have dedicated their time
and effort from the start and have been largely instrumental
in bringing Scrappies to where it is today. Both have retired
this year and we wish them a long and happy retirement.
The store has also benefited from an enthusiastic board
of trustees and management committee. Their foresight
has now resulted in the decision to streamline the existing
establishment by passing on some surplus stock to deserving
charities and moving to smaller premises, with a complete
focus on creative arts and crafts and the educational needs of
modern society.
Into the Future
Thus, Scrappies will emerge with an exciting new
image at a new address located just a stone’s throw from
its existing premises. Though it will still be an ‘Aladdin’s
Cave’ of available resources, more prominence will be given
to the training and development of skills to encourage
creative awareness in people of all ages. Craft workshops
will continue to be high on the agenda, not only in-store,
but also out in the community in schools, youth clubs and

Book Sale
On Friday and Saturday, 30th and
31st October, 10am until 3.30pm both
days, the Rotary Club and Mayfair
Volunteers are running another huge
BOOK SALE at the URC Hall in the High Street,
Church Stretton. This popular event is solely for the
benefit of Mayfair funds.
Bargains galore and refreshments.
This will be a perfect opportunity to get some special
Christmas presents, save lots of money and support
Mayfair.

at local events. Scrappies will also support
those agencies who are involved in the
care of the elderly as well as children with
special or additional needs. Along with
workshops there will be training sessions,
birthday parties, and craft clubs for adults
and children.
The image of the scrap itself will also be enhanced.
Though much of the stock, such as containers and boxes,
will still have obvious practical uses, many of the materials
will no longer be regarded merely as handy quick-fixes
for construction or repairs. It will also be recognised as a
medium waiting to be transformed into interesting and
colourful hand-crafted items to be proud of – all created
from the store’s own stock. Scrappies has the expertise to
show how all this can be achieved; their ‘creative’ team now
boasts some five professional artists and craft makers.
As from Saturday 10th October we can be found at
our new location, 1 Sherratt Court, Beaumont Road,
Church Stretton SY6 6BN. Please see below for our contact
details, and also our present opening hours which we hope
to extend in the near future. Schools and Groups unable
to visit Scrappies during these times can book an out-ofhours appointment by telephone. We are largely dependent
on a keen body of volunteers for most of our day-to-day
activities. Call us if you are interested, and we will explain
all about volunteering at Scrappies, and how it can be both
interesting and rewarding!
Why not drop in at our new premises? We will be
delighted to show you around and share with you our
enthusiasm for the rebirth of this valuable long-established
asset to the trade and community of Church Stretton.
Tricia Morris Secretary Scrappies Management Committee
Tel: 01694 722 511 mail: info@scrappies.org
Opening Hours Wednesday 11am - 7pm
Thursday 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm

Church Stretton Annual
Charity Christmas Card
Sale
Saturday 24th October 10am-12.00
United Reformed Church Hall
SY6 6BY
If any other charity wishes to take part, please
contact -724371

If you have books you wish to donate please drop
them off at Mayfair Reception,
or if you need help telephone
Mayfair on 722077.
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Focus on Faith

L

ast month my newspaper asked the question: ‘What
do the following having in common: Mark Carney;
Kirsten Farage; Kevin Pieterson; Chelsea’s new striker,
Pedro; Sir Bradley Wiggins? Answer, all are migrants, or
immigrants, and may even be ‘classified’, in Government
terms, as economic migrants. So too, were those who came
before, like those in the 11th century from Northern France
to build our magnificent Gothic cathedrals. England at that
time did not possess those skills. The Huguenots arriving in
17th century, the first to be known as Refugees, developed
the clothing trades, particularly silk weaving, building, the
furniture industry and much more. And there are a host
of others who came to escape the horrors of their former
countries assisting in the shaping of the England we know
and love today.
There are 60 million displaced persons across the world,
more than at any other time we know. Most are from Syria
and Southern Sudan, 38 million of them staying within
their own countries. Lebanon has taken in 4 million
Syrians, which is one quarter of their population. Ethiopia
is the largest refugee hosting country in Africa, receiving
200,000 from Sudan alone. The UNHCR assists 46 million
people in 123 countries.
Numbers on this scale seem scary, though they represent
less than 1% of the world population. What appears to be
standing in our way of creative and compassionate responses
across all nations is that we have become more aware of

ourselves; that is, me, or my group; people like me, and our
lifestyles. We have been persuaded to degrees of believing
in our right to choice, to have options, personal objectives
and realisations. That ‘we’ referring to our membership of
that broader group, humanity, is weaker now. What kind
of choices do you have in a supermarket when you are really
poor; or, when you are a desperate victim of war?
Christianity is full of the images of journeying, escaping
and making your way, often at great cost, to a new place,
with new challenges and aspirations. It began as ‘people of
the way’, and it became a Faith. Later, Chaucer’s motley
group of pilgrims joined that great crowd of people making
their way down to Canterbury, for all kinds of reasons, one
of which was to run away and maybe never have to go back.
What Chaucer does is to ask who people are, where have
they come from, and what do they seek?
We inhabit one world. We can share as nations around
the world in doing what we need to do for other peoples.
For all, it is about moving on, about new emerging
expressions of the human spirit. It is so much less stressful
when we can welcome and embrace people coming our way.
When do we (the collective spirit) get to see these
human stories that have appeared frequently on our
screens as part of a journey of desperate people, people like
ourselves, who seek a better and more viable life in Europe?
And if we were in a similar situation, would we not do the
same, heading elsewhere?
Noel Beattie

Glyn Davies Memorial Concert
17th October at 3.00pm

A

grand piano will be returning to St Laurence’s
Church at 3.00pm on Saturday 17th October for
a very special concert in celebration of the life and
work of Glyn Davies.
Glyn was passionate about the arts, and nothing made
him happier than creating opportunities for local artists to
perform. He started the Arts Festival here in 1967, blending
amateur and professional performers and productions, and
ran it for several years until work commitments took him
abroad. Then, after returning from teaching in the Far
East in the 1980s he resumed his work of promoting local
involvement in the arts by launching the Church Stretton
Fringe Festival.
In the 1990s, the Fringe developed further into Glyn’s
Salop Musica organisation, which opened doors to local
amateur musicians to travel widely in Britain and overseas.
The group enjoyed the loyal support of many local people
during the twenty or so years of Glyn’s ‘retirement’ until he
died a year ago.
Glyn was also a considerable force as a teacher in the
wider world of music, and Church Stretton is fortunate
to have three of his former students performing at this
memorial event. Philip Saudek is a musician coming
from Austria who has been working at the Mozarteum in
Salzburg for many years. He will accompany most of the
singers and instrumentalists.
Levon Chirilingian OBE, violinist, is a professor
at the Royal College of Music and leader of his own
internationally renowned string quartet. He will perform

42

in a trio with Philip and a member of
Glyn’s family. David Minton, a foremost
English tenor of earlier decades will be
Glyn Davies
singing two Schubert lieder.
Those who were at Glyn’s funeral
will remember the playing of David Boarder, an organist of
national and international reputation who hopes his health
will enable him to play St Laurence’s organ once again at
this special musical event.
Local Salop Musica audiences will be familiar with other
well-known favourites who are all delighted to perform in
Glyn’s honour. Soprano Akiko Takahashi, who performs and
teaches in the South East, has charmed audiences for many
years. Baritone Keith Downing is well known to Shrewsbury
Operatic Society circles as well as Salop Musica audiences
and will be singing Mozart and Gilbert and Sullivan.
Church Stretton is represented by a Fringe choir, the
solo voices of Elsa Mason (nee Cooper) and Caroline
Bridger (nee Thorne), the clarinet of Richard Elliott and
the guitar of Andrew Chapman. Eleri Lloyd will accompany
Caroline and Richard on piano.
The concert will be compered by Glyn’s son, Owen.
This is an event not to be missed by those who knew Glyn
or those who enjoy the music of the Annual Arts Festival
which Glyn started almost fifty years ago. So put the date
in your diary. Saturday 17th October at 3.00pm. Further
details are available from Burway Books, John R Thomas
(Florists), Richard Elliott (01694 723049) or Andrew
Chapman (01694 723809).
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Thursday Night at The Horne Rectory Wood and
here is a rare opportunity to see the five-piece group, Field Fungus Foray

T

INCA, at the Silvester Horne, Church Stretton,
on Thursday 15th October 2015 7.30pm. They are
all acclaimed virtuosi in their fields, who play exhilarating,
haunting, and evocative melodies of South and Central
America. Their love of the energetic, pulsating dance music
written for fiestas and carnivals will take you on a musical
journey from Brazil, through the Andes, Chile, Bolivia, and
Peru, then on to Mexico, Cuba and Venezuela. They use a
fascinating variety of instruments such as the Charango, a
small guitar made from the shell of an armadillo, western
pipes and ethnic flutes, guitars and guittarion alongside a
high array of Latin percussion.
Tony Hinnigan, renowned expert on indigenous
Andean wind instruments, sought by many composers,
accompanied Celine Dion on My Heart Will Go On
which featured in the film Titanic. Also many other films
including The Mission and Braveheart. Founder member of
celebrated band Incantation. Anna Noakes broadcasts with
Classic FM and BBC Radio3 and works as Guest Principal

Flute with LPO and numerous orchestras including that
of the Royal Opera House. Anna is Professor of Flute at
Trinity College of Music and recorded many scores from
Harry Potter, Shrek 1 2 3 and 4, to Lord of the Rings, as well
as CDs receiving Gramophone Magazine’s award Critics’
Choice. Julie Murray is a flautist working in Manchester
and member of the Carlton Ensemble String Quartet and
Flute and performs in some of the best UK orchestras, BBC
Philharmonic, LPO, Opera North, and Britten Sinfonia.
Gary Kettel became co-principal percussionist of the BBC
Symphony Orchestra at the age of 20, and has been a
most sought after percussionist, having worked with every
major London Orchestra. He has a huge experience in all
musical fields from Latin American and ethnic to pop and
classical and worked with great composers including Henry
Mancini, Elmer Bernstein and Paul McCartney.
Grant MacFarlane Dowse is passionate about music
from South America and playing indigenous instruments
such as cuatro, charango and quena. He has played solo
and chamber music in a variety of festivals, as well as being
soloist for the Metropolitan Chamber Orchestra.
The BBC Music Magazine said “Brilliant movement
shifting between an in-your-face frenzy one moment and an
earthy magic the next. Beautiful!”
I saw them perform at Ledbury earlier this year, and I
am sure that you will enjoy this very different evening.
Tickets are £10 available from John Thomas Florist,
Burway Books, or C.S. office.
Please phone 01694 720132 if you need more
information.
Mike Walker
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E

ver wondered if it’s delicious or
deadly? That’s how most people
view wild mushrooms, but take a
walk around Rectory Wood on Saturday
3rd October with Shropshire Wildlife Trust’s fungus expert,
John Hughes and you’ll discover there’s much more to this
forgotten kingdom. The walk will last around two hours.
Stout footwear and waterproofs essential. Meet at the gate
by the Scout Hut at 10am.
Janet Martin, Strettons Branch Shropshire Wildlife Trust

But which, if any, can you eat?

Stretton Climate Care

Coming to terms with globalisation
he sight of tens of thousands of refugees crossing
sea and land in Europe, in the desperate search
for safety and a future for themselves and their
families reminds us that globalisation is not simply about
the ability to buy cheap goods from China, but about the
interconnectedness of all the peoples on this planet.
Climate change, too, is no respecter of boundaries.
Unless – across the planet we leave two thirds of current
fossil fuel reserves in the ground, and build a sustainable
future with renewable energy, extreme weather events will
provoke further mass migration, which will make current
events look like a mild prelude.
It is human nature to hope that uncomfortable issues
will go away. In this case, they will not; the longer that we
pretend that there is not a problem, the bigger it will grow,
and the more difficult to address.
In December, representatives of the nations of
the world will gather in Paris, to thrash out a binding
agreement to limit climate change to no more than 2C.
The task may seem incredibly ambitious. But it is not just
about governments - each of us has a role to play. If you
would like to be a part of creating life insurance for future
generations, do get in touch.
David Howard, Chair, Stretton Climate Care
www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

T
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School PTA Craft Fayre

Dinner at Eaton Manor

n
Saturday
14th
November Church
Stretton School
PTA will be
hosting its annual
Craft Fayre. From
10am until 4pm
you will be able
to wander around
60 stalls. Textiles,
knitted items,
photography, cup
cakes, sculpture,
crafted glass,
confectionery and jewellery are just a few of the
crafts available to purchase. Christmas produce
including decorations, cards and cakes will also be
on sale so don’t miss this opportunity to get ahead
with your Christmas preparations.
Entrance to the Craft Fayre is free and Thyme
for Tea Travelling Tea Room will be serving
refreshments throughout the day. All money
raised by the PTA at the Craft Fayre is spent
within the school to benefit as many pupils as
possible. We look forward to seeing you there.
Clare Burgoyne PTA

Trial by Jury: The Right Honourable The Lord Brown of Eatonunder-Heywood

O

S

imon Brown, Baron Brown of
Eaton-under-Heywood, will be the
speaker after a Dinner on Friday 13th
November 2015 at Eaton Manor in aid of
St. Edith’s Church, Eaton-under-Heywood.
Lord Brown asks whether trial by jury
is a good thing and discusses the pros and
cons.
Lord Brown is a British lawyer and
former Justice of the Supreme Court of
the United Kingdom, serving in this office
from 2009 until 2012. He was appointed
a High Court Judge in 1984, a Lord
Justice of Appeal in 2002 and a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary in 2004,
when he became a life peer and took the title Baron Brown of Eatonunder-Heywood. He sits on the crossbench in the House of Lords.
Dinner will be provided by OakApple Catering. Following
canapés and a welcome drink of Winter Pimms, there will be a choice
of glazed Supreme of Chicken with a cherry and red wine sauce or
White Stilton Torte with roasted vine tomatoes. There will be a trio of
deserts (lemon tart, chocolate truffle and pear frangipane) followed by
tea and coffee.
A licensed bar has been applied for.
Tickets (£30) are available from Richard Clements (01694 724078).

Amnesty International
To Light a Candle, a powerful documentary about the fate of Baha’is, a religious minority in Iran.
Wednesday October 14th at 7.30pm at Silvester Horne Institute. All welcome.
The film, by Iranian journalist Maziyar Bahari is about the persecution of Baha’is in Iran and also the
underground university the Baha’is have set up as their youth are refused entry to the public universities. The
55 minute film is inspiring, showing triumph over adversity although also sad and hard hitting. It will be followed by
questions and answers led by two local residents, one of whom is Iranian and both are Baha’is.
The documentary tells the story of Iran’s largest religious minority, and their unique form of peaceful resistance to
decades of state-sponsored persecution following the 1979 Islamic revolution. Through a combination of compelling
interviews, personal stories and dramatic archival footage – often smuggled out at great personal risk – the film explores
how the Islamic authorities have systematically abused the Baha’is and prevented them from pursuing higher education.
To Light a Candle highlights how the Baha’is have refused to accept the regime’s attempts to stifle their thirst for knowledge
by setting up their own underground university, the Baha’i Institute of Higher Education (BIHE).
“It’s a beautiful and simply told documentary that will hopefully draw attention to an issue that is in and out of the
news only very sporadically,” says Omid Djalili, an award-winning British-Iranian comedian and actor. “My dream would
be that the film gets shown in Iran but that’s almost impossible”.
For details ring Liz Knowles 01694 720175

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a programme of talks and walks throughout
2015.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1.50 to Local Group Members and £4 to Visitors. Under 18s half price. Walks are free
13th October – A Lane in the UK, an illustrated talk by Mike Lane
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall. Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
17th October – Wildlife walk along the Teme from Little Hereford
10.00am meet at Little Hereford Bridge (SO 545 682). Leader: Derek Delaney 01584-811122
For further information visit our website www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
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Letters
Short story illustrators
If any of Focus’ readers are also
writers (and I’m pretty sure there are
some out there) they’ll know how
difficult it is to get published. Although
one of my books was mainstream
published years ago (a title about
wedding planning, no less!) my only
novel was self-published. It did quite well but isn’t an
experience I’d like to repeat by choice.
I’ve recently branched out into short stories and, in
particular, tales for toddlers. The stories need a considerable
input from a talented illustrator but there’s the rub.
Without some sample illustrations there will be no point in
approaching a publisher. Without a publisher there will be
no funds to pay the illustrator. Catch 22.
So, is there a talented, so-far-undiscovered, illustrator
out there who’d like to have ago at creating a whole new
world about two little girls who babble in their own, secret,
language, love sandpits, swings and slides and think that a
swimming pool is a vast sea? If there is, and you’d like to
chat, email me at christinewilliams0@btinternet.com, I look
forward to hearing from you!
Christine Williams

Refugees
I am much perturbed by negative comments I have
seen about people seeking refugee status in this country. In
order to redress the balance I would like to help record some
positive local stories about people who have migrated and
resettled in this country in order to try to dispel some of the
myths and prejudices about refugees that are occupying our
headlines.
We could do this in two ways :
1). Hold open meetings or workshops in which recent
migrants could tell their stories and answer questions to the
public about their journeys, and
2). Invite people who nave resettled in the UK to write
their stories for publication in Stretton Focus (for example),
or any other local publications.
If anyone is interested in participating in these exercises,
either as a storyteller or as someone who knows someone
who might be, please get in touch with me as soon as
possible. Other organisations, notably the Regional Centres
of Expertise (RCE), a sub group under the United Nations
University, are organising similar events and actions in
Europe.
Dr David Gibbon
Agricultural and Rural Livelihood Systems, 01694 724695
dgibbon662@gmail.com

Longmynd Trophy Trial

Recipe of the Month

S

outh Shropshire Motorcycle Club ran their Annual
two-day Longmynd Trophy Trial on 15th and 16th
August. 120 riders from all parts of the country started
the trial from Brow Farm campsite Ratlinghope.
Over the two days they rode just over 70 sections on
private farmland covering approximately 80 miles on and
around The Longmynd. Ross Danby from Bewdley won
the Trophy in the Expert class and Scott Rowland won The
Bryan Welch Memorial Shield.
This event raised a fantastic £1,500 which is once again
being donated to The Midlands Air Ambulance.
Club Chairman Mark Wells and the committee would
like to thank all the landowners for their generosity as this
trial could not go ahead without them. Also, thank you to
all the residents for your co-operation.
Mark Wells

Ross Danby in action (photo: Tracey Bawden)
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Chicken and Herb Fritters
These fritters are really tasty. They can be served with
green vegetables or a nice crisp salad.
Ingredients:
1lb mashed potatoes with butter added
9oz cooked chicken, chopped small
4 oz cooked ham, finely chopped
1 teaspoon fresh mixed herbs
2 eggs, lightly beaten
1 tablespoon milk
4 oz fresh wholemeal breadcrumbs
Oil for shallow frying
Salt and pepper
Method:
In a large bowl, blend the potatoes, chicken, ham, herbs
and one of the eggs. Season to taste with the salt and pepper.
Shape the mixture into small balls or small flat pancake
shapes. Place the remaining egg in a shallow dish with the
milk. Put the breadcrumbs on a plate, dip the fritters in the
egg and milk mixture, then roll them in the breadcrumbs,
until they are
coated. Heat the
oil in a large,
heavy-based frying
pan and cook
the fritters until
they are golden
brown. Serve them
hot with either
vegetables or salad.
Enjoy.
“Her Ladyship”
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Church Stretton Library Events
Diary for October 2015 at Church Stretton library
• 1st October: Local and Family History Session 1-4pm
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and
family history research. There is free internet access to
Ancestry at your library.
• 6th October: Rhyme time 10.30-11.00am
Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3 years
Time to Listen 11-12noon
A booktime for adults. Come along to relax and enjoy
readings and poems spoken aloud. The theme this month
is ’Birds’
• 8th October: Local and Family History Session 1-4pm
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and
family history research. There is free internet access to
Ancestry at your library.
• 9th October: U3A Creative Writing group 9.45-11.45am
• 12th October: Gardening for wildlife talk with Jenny
Steel 7pm £3 per ticket which includes refreshments.
Booking advisable. Jenny Steel is a plant ecologist, author
and speaker living in south Shropshire, Her latest book
‘Butterfly Garden’ will be available to purchase on the
night.
• 13th October: Rhyme time 10.30-11.00am
Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3 years
• 15th October: Local and Family History Session 1-4 pm
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and

family history research. There is free
internet access to Ancestry at your
library.
• 16th October: U3A Creative
Writing group 9.45-11.45am
• 20th October: Rhyme time
10.30–11.00am
Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3 years
• 22nd October: Local and Family History Session 1-4pm
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and
family history research. There is free internet access to
Ancestry at your library.
• 23rd October: U3A Creative Writing group 9.4511.45am
• 27th October: Rhyme time 10.30-11.00am
Fun, songs and rhymes for children under 3 years
11.00-11.30 Half term craft – Pirates
Free activity but booking advisable to ensure a place. Please
feel free to come in fancy dress if you wish.
• 29th October: Local and Family History Session 1-4pm
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and
family history research. There is free internet access to
Ancestry at your library.

Mayfair Lottery Results for August
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Occasional Advertisements
Broseley Blinds

Special Offers All Year Round on Verticals and Rollers
20% off Romans, Venetians and Wood Venetians
Made to Measure Patio Awnings
For a Fast Friendly Service, Call 07968 647267
Email: broseleyblinds@gmail.com

UNIQUE
LANDSCAPES LTD




INSPIRATIONAL GARDEN DESIGN SERVICE
PLANTING DESIGNS
SOFT / HARD LANDSCAPING
Award winning garden design. Inspirational ideas and
a passion for plants. Established 1996.

For a free no-obligation site visit/quotation, please contact
Shaun on: Mobile: 0777 88 44 878 Tel. 01584 831733
Email: shaun@uniquelandscapes.co.uk
www.uniquelandscapes.co.uk
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On The Border The Professional Gardening Service
Autumn: Tidying and pruning, Hedge cutting,
Overgrown gardens rejuvenated
Spring and Summer: Garden maintenance, Planting,
Lawn mowing, Weeding
Fully insured. RHS & City and Guilds Qualified
Contact Ian on 01694 781219 or 07989 038266

STEVE CHAPMAN
PAINTER & DECORATOR
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Phone: 07875 742617
References are available from
Eaton Manor Holiday Cottages (Nichola Madeley)
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WOODHOUSE PRIVATE HIRE LTD

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

AS OF THE END OF SEPTEMBER WE ARE
RETIRING AND WILL NO LONGER BE
SUPPLYING TAXI TRANSPORT TO THE
CHURCH STRETTON AREA.
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OUR
CUSTOMERS WHO HAVE TRAVELLED WITH
US IN THE PAST 15 YEARS

DEREK AND DENISE WOODHOUSE

The Plough @ Wall under Heywood
FREEHOUSE

Traditional Ale House with Country Dining
Fabulous Sunday Carvery in the Conservatory
Jazz in the Piano Bar
Great Food, Great Ales, Great Pub!
Dogs Welcome
Tel. 01689 771833

HOMDEN EXCAVATIONS &
LANDSCAPING
DRIVEWAYS, PAVING, GROUNDWORKS
FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICE
MINI DIGGER & DRIVER FOR HIRE TOP
SOIL & STONE SUPPLIED WHEELBARROW
JOBS NO PROBLEM
Phone Ben on 01743 719491 or 07812 565684
Stretton Focus

October 2015

51

