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On in the Strettons in October

egular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

4 Saturday

Foreign Language Films
‘Of Horses and Men’ 15
Tickets £6
8pm All Stretton VH

Craven Arms Farmers’ Market
9am-1pm Discovery Centre
Stretton Medical Centre
Flu Clinic
9am-12noon

8 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Adrian Williams ‘What do you think you look
like?’
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

5 Sunday

St Laurence’s Church
Harvest Services
9.30am & 11.05am

Long Mynd Camera Club
‘A Passion for Wildlife’ Audio Visual show by
Russell & Audrey Price.
£2.50 incl. refreshments.
For info: 01743 353485.
7.30pm URC Hall

All Saints, Little Stretton
Harvest lunch before Service
Tickets from the Church
3pm Service
St James’s Church, Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

6 Monday

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Tracks’
Tickets £4
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

9 Thursday

Mayfair
Buying and Selling on Ebay.
Cost £10
1-3pm

Guide Dog Week
10am-3pm Market Square

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘The Grand Budapest Hotel.’
Tickets £4, children £2
7.30pm (Doors open 7pm) CS School
Experience Quaker Workshop
Extra Meeting
7.30pm SHI

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair
CS Library
Local & Family History Advice Session. Let
our volunteers guide you in your research
1-4pm

10 Friday

7 Tuesday

CS Library
Rhymetime - Songs, rhymes and puppets for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am
Time to Listen
Relax and enjoy readings and poems for
adults read aloud. 11am-12noon
Engaging Issues
‘What I learned in Prison’ by Sara Hyde. All
welcome. £3 donation
7.30pm URC Hall

Country Market
8.30-12noon Mayfair
CS Library
Volunteer Outreach Session. Advice for
organisations with volunteers & for people
wishing to volunteer locally
10am-12noon
Guide Dog Week
10am-3pm Cyril Basson’s Store,
Craven Arms

Friday Night at the Horne
The Roving Crows
Tickets £10 in advance, £11 on the door.
For info 01694 720132.
Time 7.30pm

11 Saturday

Methodist Church
Drop in for coffee and chat in the hall or
quiet time in the church. 10am-12noon

A celebration of creation and companionship.
Come along, bring your (small domestic) pet,
or a photo of it. Tea and cake provided.
3pm
Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of CS Care Support. Cost £3
7.45pm start CS & District Club

12 Sunday

St Laurence’s Church
Pitstop. Games, crafts, songs & meal. For
info: Suzan Williams 722588
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk
3-5pm Parish Centre
Methodist Church
‘Organ Donation – Presumed Consent’
discussion & light refreshments
6pm Methodist Church Hall

13 Monday

Mayfair
Essential PC Upkeep.
Cost £10
1-3pm
Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Barry Taylor – ‘A Personal Journey’
2.30pm Mayfair Jubilee Room
Arts Festival
AGM
7.30pm SHI

14 Tuesday

CS Library
Rhymetime - Songs, rhymes and puppets for
children under 3 years 10.30-11am

continued on next page
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What’s On - continued
Mayfair
‘Miles for Mayfair’
Tickets £3.50. Refreshments
2pm
Stretton Climate Care
Switching Advice Clinic – help to find the
cheapest energy supplier
2.30-4.30pm Mayfair Cafe
CS Women’s Institute
‘Mental Gymnastics’ by Heather & Linton
Waters
7.15pm SHI
CS Methodist Wives & Friends
A Practical Evening of Crafts with
Rev Hazel Ratcliffe
7.30pm Methodist Hall
Pentabus Touring Company
‘Each Slow Dusk’
Tickets £10 (£6 youth, 14+ yrs)
7.30pm All Stretton VH

15 Wednesday

Royal British Legion
AGM and Annual Lunch
Further info from 01694 723187
12.30 for 1pm All Stretton VH
Mayfair Poetry Group
Irish Poets
2.15pm Mayfair
Methodist Network Group
Janet Longstaff ‘My life in the Levant’
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall
CS Library
Meet the Author Mike Uden
Tickets £3 includes refreshments
7pm
Mayfair
‘Miles for Mayfair’
Tickets £3.50. Refreshments
7pm

16 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair
CS Library
Local & Family History Advice Session. Let
our volunteers guide you in your research
1-4pm
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23 Thursday

17 Friday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

Country Market
8.30-12noon Mayfair

18 Saturday

CS Library
Local & Family History Advice Session. Let
our volunteers guide you in your research
1-4pm

Ticklerton Folk Dance.
Contact No. 01694 722418
8pm till late Ticklerton VH.

19 Sunday

Apple Fair
11am-4pm Discovery Centre, Craven Arms

20 Monday

Mayfair
Buying and Selling on Ebay.
Cost £10 1-3pm
CS Area Local History Group
Derek Beattie on ‘Arrival of the Postman Hope mingled with Fear. 1914-18’
2pm URC Hall

21 Tuesday

CS Library
Rhymetime - Songs, rhymes and puppets for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am
Town Council Meeting
7pm SHI

CS & District Rail Users’ Assoc
‘The Rebuilding of the Welsh Highland
Railway’ by Dave Waldren. Admission £1,
members free
7.30pm (doors open 7.15pm) Methodist
Church

24 Friday

Country Market
8.30-12noon Mayfair
Save the Children
Soup and Apple Puddings Lunch
£5.50 (inc. tea or coffee). Pay at the door.
Christmas cards for sale + raffle
12noon-1.30pm Parish Centre
United Nations Association
Public meeting. Richard Floyer-Acland on ‘A
Day in the Life of a Refugee Co-ordinator’
2.30pm Methodist Church

All Stretton WI
‘The Building of the Ironbridge’
7.30pm AS VH
Engaging Issues
‘Feast or fast?’ by Julian Baggini
All welcome. £3 donation
7.30pm URC Hall

CS Evergreen Club
‘An on going Miracle’ by Canon Noel Beattie
2.30pm Mayfair Jubilee Room

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
’12 Years a Slave’
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

22 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Bible Text Teasers – proceeds for Bible
Society
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall
SWT Strettons branch
Prof Tony Martin, one of the world’s foremost
marine biologists tells how 100 million
seabirds were saved on South Georgia.
7.30pm SHI
Long Mynd Camera Club
Club competition
7.30pm URC Hall

Town Council
Town Plan 2015 – 2020 Update
Public Meeting
7pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Rush, 15
Tickets £4
7.30pm All Stretton VH
SHI Event
Concert.
Tickets £7 from Burway Books and
John R Thomas
7.30pm

25 Saturday

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
In aid of Breast Cancer. Cost £3
7.45pm start CS & District Club

26 Sunday

Bible Society Sunday
3pm Service URC
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What’s On - continued
All Stretton History Society
Shropshire War Memorials talk & AGM. All
welcome. £1 charge incl refreshments
3pm All Stretton VH

27 Monday

Mayfair
Essential PC Upkeep.
Cost £10
1-3pm

28 Tuesday

CS Library
Rhymetime - Songs, rhymes and puppets for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am
Meet the Children’s author Meg Hawkins.
Workshop suitable for children of all ages.
11-12noon

CS Parkinson’s Support Group
AG Mobility - equipment for disabilities
2.30pm Mayfair Jubilee Room
Shropshire Ornithological Society
‘Shetland to Scilly, Birds of the British Isles’
by Ashley Grove. Members free, non members £2 incl refreshments.
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

CS & District Gardening Club
‘The Herbaceous Border’ by Susan Russell.
Members £1, non members £2
7.30pm SHI

29 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Jean Huff ‘Alpaca story’
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

CS Library
Local & Family History Advice Session. Let
our volunteers guide you in your research
1-4pm
SSIF
‘Relations with Israel - Boycott or Dialogue’
seminar. Admission £5
7–9.30pm Grange Court, Pinsley Road,
Leominster. HR6 8NP

31 Friday

Country Market
8.30-12noon Mayfair
Harvest Supper
Tickets £7.50. Call 01694 724796.
7.30pm Little Stretton Village Hall

30 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

Photo: Jane Davies
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The deadline for the November issue is 12 noon Monday, 6th October.
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News
IT Courses
ll 2 x hour sessions cost £10 each. Please book with
Mayfair’s reception on 01694 722077.
Buying and Selling on Ebay. Have you ever wanted to
buy or even sell items on Ebay with confidence that you are
doing it right? Come to our two hour session and find out
how to do it. Course Dates: Monday 6th October
1pm – 3pm and Monday 20th October 1pm to 3pm
Essential PC Upkeep. Do words such as defrag and disk
clean-up mean anything? If not, this course is for you.
We’ll show you essential PC upkeep to keep your machine
running smoothly. Course Dates: Monday 13th October
1pm – 3pm and Monday 28th October 1pm to 3pm
Internet Safety/Buying Online. Would it make your life
easier if you could buy things online, but you are a little
cautious to have a go? With our session, you’ll gain the
confidence and abilities to start shopping online, safely.
Course Dates: Monday 3rd November 1pm – 3pm and
Monday 17th November 1pm to 3pm.
Beginners’ IT. Learn how to type a letter on a computer, how to
print it off and even attach it to an email. This beginners’ course
covers many basic skills and will enable you to confidently use
your equipment. Course Dates: Monday 10th November
1pm – 3pm and Monday 24th November 1pm – 3pm.

A

Mayfair Cafe
Rooms for Hire!
Here at Mayfair we have a selection of rooms available to hire
– from small 1:1 meeting rooms, to larger rooms for events,
gatherings, meetings, training spaces etc. We also have an art
room, available for hire to run your own art courses; an activity
room with a special ‘sprung floor’ for dancing or exercise
groups, all available at very competitive rates. Additional
extras include buffet lunches, homemade cakes, and other
refreshments. For further details or to book, please contact
Sophies Eades, Centre Coordinator at Mayfair on 722077
Craft Cabinet – October - Nicola Haigh
Back by popular demand! Nicola Haigh exhibited with
us last year, and her work went down a storm! Beautiful
brooches, fascinators, batiks etc, Nicola works from
her studio in Orleton, near Ludlow and her work is a
combination of watercolour, silk batik and textiles.

Stretton Focus
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Café Exhibition, October – Sarah Jameson
During October and November, we’ll be featuring the work
of local artist, Sarah Jameson. Sarah is self-taught and has
been drawing in pen and ink since her teens. Sarah said ‘I’ve
recently been experimenting with coloured pencils which
bring in another dimension. I have drawn trees and horses
since I was a child and am lucky to live in a part of the
world where there are so many beautiful trees, woods and
hedges. I have had a great love of horses since an early age

The Jubilee Room
and more recently have been introduced to the wonderful
world of lurchers and longdogs’. Sarah is a founder member
of the Redlake Valley Artists in South Shropshire and
exhibited with them in 2011 and 2013.
Dates for your diary
Tuesday14th October at 2.30pm Jim will be giving a very
personal account of his cycle ride ‘Miles for Mayfair’ in
which he will be relating his experiences along the route.
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served in the Jubilee Room
at Mayfair from 2pm and tickets are £3.50.
Wednesday 15th October at 7.30pm Jim will be repeating
his talk in the Activity Room at Mayfair. Tea, coffee and
biscuits will be served from 7pm. This is a story not to be
missed as things did not quite go to plan!
Two day Book Sale will be held on Friday and Saturday
7th and 8th November in the URC Hall from 10am until
3.30pm. Donations of books DVDs and CDs are most
welcome at Mayfair or if collection is required please phone
Alison on 722138 or Colin on 723427.
Festive Frost Fair, Saturday November 22nd from 10am –
3pm. Mayfair will be full of festive spirit, as Father Christmas
will be here in his grotto, we’ll have people selling a lovely
array of goodies and the café will be open serving delicious
food. More information will be in November’s Focus!

August 2014
£100
£20

272		
638		

£50
£10
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SHI Events

Friday Night at The Horne: The Roving Crows
Friday 10th October 2014 at 7.30pm

F

rom their formation in 2009 and as correctly forecasted by
Andy O’Hare (BBC) ‘Genuinely the next biggest thing on the
folk scene’, The Roving Crows have grown into one of the most
popular Celtic Folk Rock bands around, winning numerous awards
along the way, including this year Band of the Year FATEA Music
Awards 2014 and Best Live Act – Spiral Earth Awards 2014.
Their continuing ability to produce new and original material
is down to Paul O’Neill with his powerful and poignant lyrics,
enhanced by the superb musicianship of the band. They have
a vibrant and fresh sound as well as being highly energetic and
enthusiastic, combining other influences with their Celtic roots.
Gregory Wilson-Copp adds a touch of Tijuana/Dixieland jazz
with his spirited trumpet playing while Caitlin Barrett’s fiddle playing
is superb as is her foot work!
‘All combine to produce an unforgettable musical confection
that’s hard to resist’ wrote Graham Mann of Slap Magazine.
Tickets £10 and are available from John Thomas florist, Burway
Books, or Church Stretton Town Council, or £11 on the door.
For more information please telephone Mike Walker on 720132

SHI Productions Concert

More Music at the SHI, 24th October – but how and why ?

T

here is nothing like live music. Church Stretton
has just enjoyed another Arts Festival, organised by
volunteers and paid for by grants, donations and
some ticket sales. But contributing at the end of one of
the Coffee Concerts set me thinking how the performing
arts are paid for, and how the musicians we have enjoyed
performing, are in fact remunerated. Four years ago, I set
about raising funds to purchase a piano for the SHI by
running events at which, as at the Coffee Concerts, local
professional and amateur musicians give of their skills free.
After six events, the piano, and an extension to the stage,
have been paid for, but only with the extra help of council
grants and local business donations. Of the £4,000 worth
of equipment purchased, only about a quarter is from ticket
sales. Why, I ask myself, are the Arts generally, and so many
of the contributions of our local performers, taken for
granted and not properly rewarded - especially younger ones
struggling to get a foothold on the ladder? The assumption
that musicians looking to build and sustain a professional
career must do so out of ‘other income’ seems to me to be
particularly depressing, especially for those who don’t have
any other income.
As Sir Thomas Beecham said, ‘Why in Britain do we
hire so many third rate performers from abroad when there
are so many second rate ones to choose from here?’ The
same question applies locally. Everyone with a talent ought
to enjoy using it for the benefit of his community. It is
of course true that musicians enjoy performing their art,
but those of us who play instruments at a standard which
gives us the privilege of performing to a paying audience,
spend ages in rehearsal. We exhaust energies of all sorts
leading up to a performance which we hope will compare
favourably with professional performances commanding a
much higher ticket price. Sometimes it does. Sometimes

8
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it doesn’t. For all our efforts there is never a guarantee of
satisfaction, either for our audiences or for ourselves, and
whilst musicians, dancers, etc. all like to give the impression
that performance happens ‘just like that’, an inspiring, or
sometimes not so inspiring, performance is actually always
the result of blood, tears, toil and sweat. Ask any string,
brass, woodwind, percussion or keyboard player, and they
will tell you that playing a musical instrument of any kind is
a very athletic occupation keeping you fit both mentally as
well as physically – which perhaps explains why musicians
tend to live longer, - at least the ones who don’t starve to
death on the way up.
Church Stretton and its surroundings are fortunate in
having a number of talented musicians who no longer need
the immediate support of financial reward for their efforts
and are very happy to give of their services to raise funds for
local causes. The musicians playing at the Silvester Horne
Institute on Friday, 24th October, are all local and selfsupporting, giving generously and freely of their time and
talents to raise further funds for performing arts equipment
at the SHI. Only the hall hire, advertising, tickets,
programmes and refreshment costs have to be recovered,
about £300 in total. At £7 per ticket for a relaxing evening
of good music and no hidden extras to pay for, you will be
able to calculate how many would be the minimum number
of people we hope to see in the audience. If there’s enough
of a surplus, it will provide a custom-made dust cover for
the piano. Anything left over goes to the SHI Charity to
reduce the costs of running such a delightful, historic and
valuable performance venue. So do make a note of the day
and support your musical neighbours, both the old and the
not so old, in an evening of traditional, light classical and
other favourite music ‘gently guaranteed’ to delight you !
Andrew Chapman
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Town Council Community
Matters
Casual Vacancy (South Ward)
vacancy in the South Ward created by the resignation
of Dom Wilson has now been filled by co-option.
Councillor Hilary Luff ’s application was unanimously
accepted and agreed by the Town Council at their meeting on
29th July.
Councillor Luff has lived in the Stretton area since 1974,
and is a local businesswoman running a busy childcare and
after school holiday club in the town with her husband.
Second casual Vacancy (South Ward)
A second vacancy to fill the seat previously held by
Matthew Reeve remains unfilled with no applicants coming
forward for consideration to be co-opted on to the Council.
The Council has re-advertised this vacancy for an election to
be called.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60 High
Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Notification of Road Closures
The B4370 Marshbrook Level Crossing will be closed
from 11.00pm on Saturday 1st November until 7.00am on
Sunday 2nd November for essential maintenance works by
Network Rail.
Dog Fouling on Amenity Sites
The Town Council is receiving a rising number of
complaints about dog fouling on sports pitches and other
amenity spaces. This creates an unsafe and unpleasant
environment for sports teams and others who utilise and share
this space with dog walkers. Dog owners will be aware that
it is an offence not to remove dog waste from public space –
failure to do so can result in a fine.
Town Plan 2015–2020 Update
Over 800 replies have been received from the Community
Survey, circulated in August. These replies are now being
independently analysed to identify the key issues for priority
action. These issues will be then shared with a consultation
group of community organisations before being presented to
a Public Meeting on Thursday 23rd October at 7.00pm in the
Silvester Horne Institute. This is a real opportunity for local
residents to help shape the priorities of the Town Council over
the next five years at this most challenging of times for local
government. Please come and have your say.
.

A

A Celebration Of Creation And
Companionship

M

any people are grateful for the companionship
of their pet when they would otherwise live on
their own. Parents often allow their children to
keep a pet or even several pets to help teach them how to
care for animals and share responsibilities. On Saturday,
11th October at 3pm in the Methodist Church Hall, we
will be holding a celebration of the companionship and joy
our pets give us. Come along, bring your ‘small domestic’
pet, or a photo of it with you if you can, and join the
celebration. Tea and cake will be provided. All are welcome.

Stretton Focus
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Organ Donation – Presumed
Consent

T

he Welsh Assembly has voted in favour of “presumed
consent” for human organ transplantation and it
is possible the rest of the UK may follow Wales’s
lead. Many questions are raised by this issue and it is not
a subject we like to think about, let alone discuss. Perhaps
you carry an organ donation card or have joined the NHS
Organ Donor Register. Have you let your family know
your wishes? The Joint Public Issues Team of the Methodist
Church in Britain, the Baptist Union of Great Britain and
the United Reformed Church has produced a resource on
the ethics of organ donation designed to help people think
through the questions around this subject. We will use
this document to help us discuss our individual thoughts
and responses on organ donation at 6pm on Sunday 12th
October in the Methodist Church hall. Anyone can come
to give their point of view or just listen to others. Light
refreshments will be served.

Rotary Club Appeal

T

he rotary organisation internationally
raises money to support worldwide
projects like the eradication of of polio
and disaster support. In Church Stretton most
of our work involves the local community.
Below is a list of some of the things we get
involved in, month by month and year by year, but the
important thing here is that the number of projects we can
support depends upon how many people get involved. The
fewer members the less support the community gets. It’s as
simple as that.
Most Rotarians have been involved for many years
and to maintain the present level of activity, or indeed to
increase it, means we need to attract new members.
The club meets regularly with monthly business or
visiting speaker meetings but also meets in smaller groups
on specific projects. We have regular meals together and
various social events.
If you think you might like to get involved in such an
organisation and make a difference then call us: George
Roby on 01694 722159 or David Crowhurst on 01743
718049.
Here are some of the things we get involved in:
• Christmas lights and Carols in the Square
• Book sales in support of Mayfair
• Food bank – involvement in food supply chain
• Tools for self-reliance
• School debating competition
• Practice interview sessions at Church Stretton
School
• Remembrance day parade
Roger Toon
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Catholic Voice

Rail Users’ Autumn Talk

African Memories

Rebuilding of the Welsh Highland Railway

H

ow do you get from Lusaka, the Zambian capital,
to Sioma Mission, 500 miles or so away on the
banks of the Zambezi river in Western Province?
Easy really - you leave Lusaka along Cairo Road and turn
left at the roundabout and then head east until you come
to the next roundabout at Mongu. Another left turn, due
south along the dirt road, across the ferry at Senanga and
there you are.
It was 1981 and I was camped out in the grounds
of the Mission, working alongside Father Benignus in
providing emergency assistance to Angolan refugees who
had fled the civil war in their home country, and settled in
the huge open spaces across the Zambian border. Father B.
and our teams would regularly head off into the bush for
a few days in a battered Bedford truck filled with supplies,
and escorted by Zambian army soldiers hitching a ride on
the back. On one occasion at Kaunga Mashi, right on the
border, the refugees had gathered in a big circle around a
mango tree, men at the front eagerly awaiting the opening
of a bale of clothes so they could get first pick. The fact
that it consisted entirely of female apparel was no deterrent
– one of the elders didn’t hesitate in helping himself to
a very fetching pink crocheted shawl. There was great
merriment that afternoon.
In the evening we unrolled our sleeping mats on the
concrete base of a school that had never been finished.The
night watchman cooked us some of his precious cobs of
maize over a fire and in the morning we woke surrounded
by children who were fascinated to see us wash in the
stream that flowed along the border. And there were gasps
of wonder as Father B. opened his thermos of hot coffee
that we had prepared the night before, releasing clouds of
steamy aroma into the cool morning air.
I went on to work in Sierra Leone, Somalia and
the Congo, countries that often conjure up images of
hopelessness and despair. But, as the journalist Richard
Dowden writes in his book Africa, “people get on with life,
rising gloriously above conditions that would break most of
us.” Yes, there’s corruption, greed and exploitation – where
isn’t there? But come what may, Africa also offers you a
wonderful glimpse of humanity.
Paul Simon

T

he Rebuilding
of the Welsh
Highland Railway
is the subject of Church
Stretton & District
Rail Users’ Association’s
Autumn Talk which takes
place on Thursday 23rd
October at 7.30pm in Church Stretton Methodist Church,
Watling Street South. Admission is £1.00 (free for Rail
Users’ Association members).
The Welsh Highland Railway (WHR) is a 25-mile long
restored 1ft 11½in narrow gauge heritage railway, operating
from Caernarfon to Porthmadog. It passes through a
number of tourist destinations such as Beddgelert and the
Aberglaslyn Pass. At Porthmadog the WHR connects with
the Ffestiniog Railway’s newly re-ordered station using the
United Kingdom’s only mixed gauge flat rail crossing.
The extensive restoration project, in which the civil
engineering was undertaken by contractors and the track,
built by volunteers, has received a number of awards.
Originally running from Dinas, near Caernarfon, to
Porthmadog, the reopened WHR includes an additional
section from Dinas to Caernarfon on the trackbed of the
disused standard gauge railway.
Ian Dormor

Birdwatching Course
Birds of Shropshire by Habitat and Season

D

o you enjoy watching birds? Would you like to
expand your expertise by building on your current
knowledge of common birds? Do you know which
birds to expect in different habitats in Shropshire? Would
you like to be able to identify the characteristic birds of the
county in different seasons? If so, this course is for you. It
will be led by Alan Heath, Dave Pearce and John Arnfield
and will comprise eight indoor meetings held at the Chalet
Pavilion in the Cardingmill Valley, Church Stretton, and
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eight field trips at various locations in the county, meeting
between October 2014 and May 2015. The course is
co-sponsored by the National Trust and the Church Stretton
branch of the Shropshire Ornithological Society.
To learn more, and to find out how to sign up, visit
http://introbirdcourse.wordpress.com/
or contact John Arnfield
arnfield.2@osu.edu or 01694 724 170, to be sent a flyer.
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A Cricket Season to
Celebrate

Dorrington Players

hurch Stretton Cricket Club is current
favourite to win the league. With three games
to go as this article is written, the Club sits at
top position in the league. What have been the reasons
for such a spectacular reversal of trend and what are the
odds of sustainable progress? The article published in
Stretton Focus at the beginning of this season was mildly
optimistic for the Club’s prospects. There is no doubt
that expectations have been exceeded by a considerable
amount.
A combination of factors has contributed to success.
Younger players
coming through
the ranks; better
organised practice
sessions with an
enthusiastic senior
cricketer (see
accompanying
picture of Dan
Watts – Coach);
a renovated
pavilion; superb
media coverage
by an experienced
reporter and
cricketer;
introduction of
social media for
communicating
with young
players; the captain acquiring a computer for the first
time to communicate with players; interest and support
from Shropshire Cricket Board and professional pitch
inspection with test results; and finally … growing interest
from the local community.
Progress in any sport is not easily come by. Fresh
challenges emerge requiring team and club to rise to new
heights. Captain Peter Lee knows the Club is vulnerable in
several facets of the game. Succession planning for several
key positions, both on and off the field is in serious need
of attention. Peter wants to create a club environment
where healthy competition for places and positions is
normal.
The English Cricket Board publishes an excellent
booklet on club strategy. ‘Using the strategy to build a
sustainable future for club cricket’ identifies 10 necessary
achievements. The current club development plan
identifies actions that address all features of the plan. Next
season for Church Stretton Cricket Club will be a testing
period, but the goodwill in the community of this cricketloving town is very evident. Can club and community
come together and provide a new foundation for the next
150 years.
Man on the boundary

arlier this year I invited a couple of friends to attend
the Dorrington Players’ production of the riotous
comedy, Funny Money, by Ray Cooney. Despite being
long-term residents of Church Stretton, both admitted to
never having seen any plays staged at the Silvester Horne
Institute (SHI) in the past, possibly supposing it wasn’t a
form of entertainment aimed at them or their particular age
group. In the same way that friends and relatives are usually
enticed to support a school production, one did agree to
give it a go and then freely admitted afterwards that she
hadn’t expected to enjoy it half as much as she did. Great, a
new convert, spread the word!
My friends also believed that the Players were, in fact,
based in Dorrington and simply travelled to Stretton for
the performances, which set me wondering just how many
other residents here look at our publicity and think the very
same thing?
Whilst it’s true that the group began life as The
Dorrington Village Players, as far back as 1921, we’ve been
performing at the SHI since 1953. Rehearsals did continue
to take place in Dorrington until 1989, but since that time
the group has made use of various facilities in the region,
including Longnor, Cardington and Little Stretton Village
Halls. The choice is generally driven by cost, availability
and convenience, however the goal is always to stage the
performances solely in Church Stretton, and this is where
we consider ourselves to be based.
So, would it be prudent to change our name? Given
the group’s long history many are rightly proud of what the
name represents, and yet if that name causes confusion in
the town where it resides then perhaps it really is time for a
rethink. Please email dorringtonplayers@gmail.com if you
have specific views on the subject. And yes, if we do decide
to change, we are painfully aware that it will mean a new
email address, new website, new Facebook page, etc, etc.....
we are truly living in the age of the computer!
For now, at least, we remain the Dorrington Players and
our next production, Alan Ayckbourn’s Time of My Life, will
be performed 13th-15th November, at the SHI. Tickets will
be available at the start of November from John R Thomas
(Florist) and Burway Books. Come and see us, you might be
pleasantly surprised like my friend was!
John Avery
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What’s in a Name?

E

Trivia Corner No 131
by Ken Willis
1. Who was the sleepy bunny of the Magic Roundabout?
2. Who played Flash Harry in the original St Trinian’s
film?
3. What is a lift that conveys food from kitchen to
dining room?
4. The memorial fountain to Princess Diana is in which
park?
5. What word can go before bird, out and pool?
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The Church Stretton landscape in 1214

I

n 1214 Church Stretton (or
Stretton-en-le-Dale as it was known)
comprised a small, predominantly
agricultural, settlement. Situated within
a royal hunting forest called the Long
Forest, which extended south from the
outskirts of Shrewsbury to Stokesay, east
to Clee Hill and west to the Stiperstones,
the inhabitants of medieval Stretton
were subject to Forest Law, which was
imposed to protect the king’s deer and
game. The area was not continuously
wooded but was a blend of moorland,
agricultural land and woodland amidst
which were the small villages and
hamlets of the rural peasantry. Remnants
of former Long Forest woodland are
thought to still exist on the slopes of
Ragleth Hill.
Stretton was surrounded by its three
large open fields (Ashbrook, Snatchfield and the Overfield).
These were divided up into strips which were cultivated by
the local people for growing crops. The strips were rotated
to maintain soil fertility.
There were also hay meadows around the settlement
and extensive common hill grazing pastures on the Long
Mynd and the unwooded slopes of the Stretton Hills.

URC Voice
A sense of humour

T

here’s not a lot to laugh about when you catch a
cold. Recently I was coughing and sneezing and
swallowing over what felt like a pile of rocks at the
back of my throat. At one time I would have shrugged it
off in a few days; but now, at my age, it’s a four-week ordeal
before I’m back to normal.
I lost my appetite, along with my sense of taste and
smell: and a friend said to me “Make sure you don’t lose
your sense of humour as well!” That was good advice,
although not so easy to take: but at least I had time to think
about it!
Smell, taste and appetite are bodily functions, but your
sense of humour is more of a spiritual attribute. As such,
it needs to be fostered and cared for, so that it grows up
healthily and happily, as an integral part of who you are.
A sense of humour can be very useful in helping
you keep your balance in life, and not be overthrown by
events (dear boy!). The pressure of modern life can be
overwhelming, confronted as we are with choices and
decisions at every turn, with worries and anxieties taking a
heavy toll on our well-being.
A sense of humour, and especially the ability to laugh
at yourself, as you charge around doing everything and
keeping up with everybody – can take the pressure off,
and help you to relax and smile a bit more. Of course
each person will have their own appetite for and respond
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Woodland was managed by coppicing to ensure a
continuous supply of small fuelwood and raw materials.
Around Brockhurst lay an expanse of wetland and
marsh, some of which was incorporated into the fishponds
for Brockhurst castle. There were watermills located on the
brooks that run through the valley. Stretton possessed the
basic necessities for life albeit with no frills.
Ian Dormor
to humour in their own way. The ‘media’ will try to
manipulate you with ‘canned’ laughter, so that if you don’t
laugh along with the crowd you are judged to be some kind
of misfit. More pressure – switch off!
I wonder, does God have a sense of humour? Asking
that very question might make you smile, because it’s
a nonsense question. Nevertheless, one distinguished
theologian some of you might know (Father Harry
Williams), said that if the Gospel is true, that God accepts
us all unconditionally – that shows God must have a sense
of humour! And further, he claimed that “laughter is the
purest form of our response to God”.
Donald Horsfield

Stroke Group Outing

T

he Church Stretton and District Stroke Group had a
very enjoyable outing to Hampton Court Castle in
Herefordshire.
A guided tour of the beautiful gardens and the house
was followed by a
lunch in the lovely
conservatory.
The sun shone all
day and everybody
had a lovely time.
The trip was
organised by Breda
Parish and Doreen
Mansel.
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Music at Church Stretton Arts Festival

usic is my thing. I play it, I listen to it, I
compose it, I love it. So when the Stretton
Focus approached me and asked if I’d like to
attend the Church Stretton Arts Festival and write a
follow-up piece about it, I think you can guess what my
answer was!
Live music really does have that special something;
in many ways it is so much more satisfying than listening
to a recorded sound. You are able to witness just how
much the music means to the musician, and quite often
receive a little back story about the piece which is going
to be played, giving you an insight into its history and
significance. I was fortunate enough to attend some of the
concerts at this year’s Church Stretton Arts Festival, and I
was blown away by the quality of them.
I started off my week by attending the “Music for
two harps” coffee concert on Tuesday 19th July. It seemed
more than appropriate for it to be held in St. Laurence’s
church; the warm, ambient lighting shining on the two
magnificent harps gave an ethereal feel even before the
musicians took to the stage. When Emma Spandrzyk and
Rhianwen Pugh played a variety of pieces, ranging from
classical to jazz, the church filled with wondrous sound
and smiles slowly crept on to everyone’s faces.
In the evening I attended the Bones Apart concert.
Since I am not a brass player, I was slightly apprehensive
that I wouldn’t appreciate the playing of a trombone
quartet as much as I would a flute trio, but how I was
wrong! Their playing brought a sense of warmth to the
church and the rich sounds filled every corner of the
building. It’s safe to say that my first day at the festival was
a huge success!
The “Counterpoint Piano Trio”, made up of Richard
Walker, Anne Tupling and Hilary Summers truly captured
the qualities of each instrument; the cello gave a deep, rich
sound whilst the violin’s melodies sang sweetly over the
top and the piano gave a beautiful underlay to the whole
thing. It truly was a well put together trio that effortlessly
slotted different musical ideas into each other.
Pipers 3, a well-established oboe trio, was yet again
an evening well spent. The audience were given a brief
introduction to the pieces before hearing them being
played to an incredibly high standard. We were also given
the treat of hearing a piece where all three musicians
were staged around different areas of the hall in Church
Stretton School, gradually drawing closer as the piece
developed from one with lots of different lines of music to
one with great unity. I had the pleasure of briefly talking
to the group during the interval, and was delighted to
hear that one member had been to the Royal Albert Hall
that very morning to rehearse for the BBC Proms; to
think that Church Stretton was able to hear a group of
such calibre is fantastic!
To finish the week, I attended the “Quicktime
Dixieland Jazz Band” and I have to say that it was possibly
my favourite performance of them all. Being a jazz lover
myself, the time simply flew by as piece after piece was
played. By the end of the performance, everybody was
either tapping their foot or clapping along, and the best
part for me was that all but one of the members were 18
or under. It was fantastic to see a group made up of young
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Pipers 3

Bones Apart
people play to such a high standard and to put a smile on
everybody’s faces!
I would like to say a huge thank you to all of the
organisers of the Church Stretton Arts Festival; it really
was fantastic. The only thing I would say is that perhaps
more advertising is called for; most people that I have
talked to about it didn’t realise that there were free coffee
concerts going on, and I really think that it is too good an
opportunity for people to miss!
I am certainly looking forward to next year’s series of
performances; if it is anywhere near as good as this year’s, it
will be a week well spent!
Alice Morris
The Festival is very grateful to Alice, one of Focus’s student
journalists for 2013/4, for taking the time to write this review.
Richard Walker, Music Co-ordinator
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Walkers are Welcome

T

Church Stretton ‘Walkers are Welcome’ Quilt

here are now 110 Walkers Are Welcome Towns in
Britain and 11 in Shropshire. Church Stretton was
the first town in the County to become a WaW town
so we wanted to become a small but important part of the
WaW large quilt being constructed for display at the annual
conference being held in Chepstow this year.
We frequently work with the committee members of the
WaW towns of Bishops Castle, Cleobury Mortimer, Clun,
Ironbridge, Ludlow, Much Wenlock, and Wellington –
hence the mention of the Shropshire Hills in the quilt. How
fortunate we were to have contacted The Crafters in Mayfair
in the Spring and to meet Jocelyn Jones and Else Knight!
Thanks to their expertise and artistry the Church
Stretton quilt will be a really picturesque and scenic
addition to the national quilt. We are deeply indebted to
these kind and clever ladies: they were given a blank canvas
and asked to produce something that would capture the
flavour of our hills. They would not accept any form of
commission and, thanks to Focus, we now publicly thank
them for the many creative hours they put into producing
this lovely patchwork and embroidery work – captured so
well by Yvonne Beaumont’s photograph.

Anglican Voice
Harvest

T

he agricultural chaplain, David Gwatkin, a farmer,
went down so well at St. Michael’s last year that he
has been invited to St. Laurence’s for 9.30 and 11.05
and to All Saints, Little Stretton, at 3pm, on Sunday 5th Oct.
There will be a harvest lunch in the village hall beforehand.
Tickets from the church.
Developing Leadership
Developing gifts and leadership potential will be the
theme of the weekend of 11th-12th Oct., Rev. Charles
Burgess, area rep for the Church Pastoral Aid Society, will
speak at all the services on Sunday 12th and conduct an
informal session at the Rectory aimed at younger potential
leaders on the Saturday evening at 7.30pm. Over the years I
have seen talent nurtured, leading to one young man lecturing
all over the USA, another working with disadvantaged women
and even murderers in prisons in South Africa, and another
becoming a world renowned ballet dancer. Our aim is to
enable all to fulfil their potential, and I believe what Jesus
has to offer can play a crucial role. Charles leads courses and
events all over the west of England so we look forward to
having the benefit of his knowledge and experience.
Freedom in Christ
One set of courses, which has enabled people in many
nations now to reach into all that is available to us by having
a relationship with Jesus Christ, is those under the auspices of
Freedom in Christ. To enable people to find out about these,
there will be an introductory evening to explain what these
are about and ask questions on Thursday 23rd Oct. in St.
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Elsie and Jocelyn

Laurence’s at 7pm. Further details from Suzan Williams, who
has run some of their courses here already, to the benefit of
a number of people across the age range. Anybody would be
welcome to come to this.
Richard Hill

Longmynd Hike

L

ucy Lippitt, Lisa Newman and Focus’s own
photographer Jane Davies are doing this year’s
Longmynd hike. They are trying to raise as much
money as possible for the Lingen Davies Cancer Fund and
have very busy training: many of you may have even seen
them out on the hills first thing in the morning or last thing
at night!
If you would like to show your support by making a
donation (they have a ‘pot’ on the counter in the shop) or
even sponsor them, then the three girls can be found at
Rainbow’s End, Sandford Avenue. If you are a ‘whiz’ on the
the internet they have a Just Giving page: Lingen Davies,
Jane Davies the Longmynd Hike 2014.
The hike is a 50 mile competition hike open to anyone
aged 18 or over which takes place over the first weekend of
October every year. It follows a set figure-of-eight route over
the rugged countryside of south Shropshire and the Welsh
Marshes, with about 8,000 feet of climbing, covering eight
summits. The start is at 1pm on the Saturday at Church
Stretton and the object is to complete the course in under
24 hours. Church Stretton school is used on the day and is
where registration and kit-check takes place.
Lucy, Lisa & Jane
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Police Report
West Mercia Police announce public contact
and front counter changes

W

est Mercia Police is introducing a more modern
and effective way of operating its public counter
services to reflect how the public are choosing to
access the police
This will mean that from 1st September 2014 a number
of front counters in police stations will have their opening
hours reduced and 21 police stations will have their front
counter service replaced with ‘contact points’ to connect the
visitor to a police call taker 24/7 via telephone intercom.
This includes Church Stretton police station.
At locations where front counters are being replaced,
local Safer Neighbourhood Teams will be increasing their
visibility and accessibility to offer support, reassurance
and advice through increased patrols, drop in surgeries,
community meetings and forums, and meetings with
police officers or staff by appointment as well as via email
and Twitter. West Mercia Police will be consulting with
communities as to when best to hold these surgeries,
meetings and forums.
The changes follow a review of current demand which
found that public attendance at front counters has reduced
significantly, with some having as little as one visitor per
day, as other ways of engaging with police services have
developed.
Bill Longmore, Police and Crime Commissioner for
West Mercia, said: “The police must be accessible to people.
I am keen to explore how we can continue to do this in a
way that suits the different communities we have in West
Mercia, whilst making the most of the resources we have.
We are currently exploring opportunities to share resources
such as front counters with partners wherever possible.
Hereford, Kidderminster, Redditch, Telford and
Worcester police stations will have front counters open to
the public from 8am-8pm six days a week and 10am-4pm
on Sunday and bank holidays. Shrewsbury Police Station
will be open to the public from 8am-4pm Mon–Fri, 9am5pm Sat and 10am-4pm on Sundays and bank holidays.

Do you remember St Dunstan’s in
Church Stretton?

F

rom August 1940-1946 St Dunstan’s moved to the
safety of Church Stretton during which time up to
700 people were trained. The Long Mynd Hotel,
Brockhurst Estate, Antique Centre (SAMS) and Tiger Hall
were the most notable buildings taken over by St Dunstan’s.
The photograph (which is outside the Longmynd)
shows (l-r) Sir Ian Fraser (as he was at the time; later Lord
Fraser), the then Chairman; Alan Williams, a blind veteran,
who was a repatriated prisoner of war; and Lord Normanby
(Oswald Phipps), who having been wounded (not himself
blinded) in the war set up a ‘St Dunstan’s school’ for
blinded prisoners of war in Germany.

Next year is the centenary of the charity and one of the
activities which St Dunstan’s is putting together to mark the
event is an oral history entitled ‘100 voices 100 years’. The
aim of the project is to record 100 oral histories that tell the
story of Blind Veterans UK from its inception in the early
days, when known as St Dunstan’s, to the present day. It is
hoped that the project will be launched in about September
2015. Using personal experiences and memories of people
associated with the charity, St Dunstan’s wish to spread the
word telling how the charity touched the lives of many people
- those in the community, volunteers, members and staff alike.
There may be many residents with fond memories
Crime reported for Church Stretton police area
of the time when St Dunstan’s men and women were in
1st August 2014–31st August 2014
Church Stretton who would like to take part in this 100
Burglary other: Sandford Avenue 1 Crime
year initiative. Could readers pass this appeal to family,
Theft: Little Stretton 1 Crime
friends and neighbours who may have had personal
Make off Without Payment – Crossways 1 Crime
experiences or photographs? Personnel from St Dunstan’s
Interference with motor vehicle - Brooksbury 3 Crimes
will select contributions and arrange for a group recording,
PACT Surgeries
some time during Autumn/Winter 2014.
Sat 18th October at Police station 9 – noon
So far I have located Pauline Haycock, whose father ran the
Weds 29th at Mayfair 2pm
Plough (which is now Priestleys, solicitors), also the nephew
Church Stretton Safer Neighbourhood Team:
of Bert Pleby who had a great deal of contact with St Dunstans
For details of the team members and contact telephone
both in Church Stretton and in Ovandene, Brighton.
numbers see yellow page 12b
If anyone wishes to record their experiences, could
Web site: www.westmercia.police.uk
they contact Robert Baker, (robert.baker@blindveterans.
Facebook: Church Stretton Neighbourhood Watch
org.uk telephone 020 7616 7933), or if it would be more
Twitter: @SouthShropCops
convenient, contact me (ermerton@btinternet.com 01694
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
720086) when I could take notes of experiences and
PCSO Ross O’Neil arrange for St Dunstan’s personnel to make contact with
contributors. Many thanks.
Eileen Roberts
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Birdlife in your Garden

W

ith the arrival of October, and the threat of cool
days and frosty nights, it is time to think about
what we might be doing or not doing in the
garden to enhance its value as a resource for birdlife in the
coming winter. Here are some tips to make your garden
more attractive to birds in the coming months.
October is an ideal time to clean out your nest boxes
after the breeding season. Check to ensure they are not
occupied by any sheltering mammals and then remove the
contents, including the nest, any dead young or infertile
eggs which you are legally obligated to destroy. Wear rubber
gloves to do this. Parasites and disease micro-organisms can
overwinter in a next box and adversely affect next year’s
brood. To avoid this, disinfect boxes, either by spraying
with an appropriate veterinary disinfectant do not use
an ordinary domestic product, or by pouring a couple of
kettlesful of boiling water through the box. Once dry, you
can put a small amount of moss or dry grass into the box to
enhance its usefulness to roosting birds during the winter.
Incidentally, if you have a nest box that has not been used
for three years, this might be an ideal time to try another
location.
While you have your rubber gloves on, now might
be a good time to clean your feeders too. Birds may have
an enhanced susceptibility to disease in winter if they are
under-nourished and stressed by cold weather. Hanging
feeders can be sprayed with veterinary disinfectant but it is
probably better to go for a thorough cleaning. Disassemble
the feeder as much as possible, clean out any old, congealed
food and soak it for a couple of hours in hot water to which
has been added a small amount of domestic bleach. Then
rinse several times to remove the bleach, reassemble and
dry thoroughly. Table feeders should be scraped off and
doused with boiling water and can also be sprayed with an
appropriate disinfectant. Allow to dry thoroughly before
restocking the table with food items.
While autumn is traditionally a time for ‘tidying up’
the garden, do not be over-enthusiastic in this task. Do
not dead-head any garden plants which offer seeds to birds
during the winter, such as teasels, thistles and sunflowers.
Avoid pruning bushes and trees that are well-stocked with
seeds and berries and leave cutting back fruit-bearing
brambles until later in the year, when the fruit have been
eaten. Postpone the clean-up of fallen leaves until spring,
unless the litter is in a place where it may cause damage,
e.g. on a lawn. Leaf litter supports a rich ecosystem of
invertebrate life and also delays soil heat loss keeping worms
and other soil animals near to the surface, which both
provide valuable food sources for insectivorous birds like
Thrushes, Blackbirds and Robins. Evergreen plantings offer
excellent shelter for roosting birds during cold weather try
to avoid pruning them until after the cold weather to retain
their effectiveness as warm, wind-free environments. If you
have a brush pile in your garden from pruning jobs earlier
in the year, leave it intact throughout the coming cold
season. Not only do such piles offer roosting opportunities
for small birds, such as Wrens, but they also harbour insects
and other invertebrate food to keep birds that require such
food supplied throughout the cold months. They can also
shelter mammals and amphibians.
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Some forethought now will set the scene for a birdfilled winter to come. Almost all of our resident bird species
are found in more gardens in winter than in summer.
For example, the number of gardens reporting Blue Tits
increases by about 10% between summer and winter, while
equivalent increases for Chaffinch and Starling are roughly
20% and 30%, respectively. This is partly because gardens
are more attractive to our native birds in winter, when food
is scarcer in the countryside, but also because Britain and
Shropshire, experience the effects of in-migration of the
same species escaping the rigours of winter in Scandinavia
and the countries of the North European Plain. In addition,
winter visitors that are not resident species, such as Fieldfare,
Redwing and Brambling, supplement the populations of
our gardens in the coldest months. In my next article, I will
explore the issue of what food is best to offer your garden’s
avian visitors during the winter.
John Arnfield
The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador for the Garden
BirdWatch (GBW) scheme in southern Shropshire and is available to
speak to local organisations on GBW, as well as answering questions on
garden birds and feeding. If you would like free leaflets on gardens and
birds, please contact John on 01694 724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.edu.

Avoid dead-heading seed-bearing plants too early as they
can provide a valuable food source for birds like Goldfinches
Picture by Jill Pakenham (BTO Library)

Starling on fat feeder, in spotted winter plumage. Large influxes
of this species from continental Europe will swell our garden
populations in winter. Picture by John Harding (BTO Library)
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SPEND £7.5 million, SAVE 100 million seabirds

P

rofessor Tony Martin
tells the story of his
ground-breaking
project to save South
Georgia’s wildlife at the
Silvester Horne Institute on
22nd October.
The UK’s greatest
wildlife island was home to
around 100 million breeding
seabirds, among them storm petrels, prions, diving
petrels, blue petrels and the critically endangered South
Georgia pipit.
Now thanks to the rodents brought in by the sealing
and whaling boats that plundered the rich waters from
1750, the birds have all but gone.
There was a further reason for urgency in that global
warming had caused the vast glaciers to melt, opening up
the whole island to the predatory rodents, who will not
only eat the eggs but young birds as well.
E-RAT-ication
The South Georgia Heritage Trust moved swiftly to
act on this wildlife emergency. It set out to raise the £7.5
million the project required and approached Prof Martin
to lead the team.
Tony was a natural choice having spent his life doing
research into such various subjects as animal behaviour,
ecology, migrations, reproduction, diving physiology,
conservation and the impact of alien species; he’s also the
acknowledged expert on whales and dolphins and has
been a UK delegate to the Scientific Committee of the
International Whaling Commission since 1979.

With his 25 strong team, 3 helicopters and 200
tonnes of bait pellets, he had a big job on their hands,
the biggest of its kind by far ever undertaken: previously,
the biggest island ever cleared of rodents was eight times
smaller Campbell Island in New Zealand.
In fact, the project was only feasible because the rat
population was divided by the now-melting glaciers and
could be tackled in stages.
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After years of planning and fund-raising, fieldwork
began in early 2011, followed by a much larger phase in
2013. The first phase cost about £1.6 million and cleared a
modest trial area.
Having learned from the success of that, phase two
tackled an area five times as large at a cost of £3 million
and was a complete success with no sign of residual rodents
and indications that the seabirds are returning.
The Future
The highly innovative project, which has been a
steep learning curve for Tony and Team Rat, will only be
counted a triumph when Phase Three is fully-funded and
accomplished.
A further £3 million is needed and fund-raising is
under way. Funds to date have come from a range of
sources, including DEFRA, the Darwin Initiative, private
individuals around the world and even cruise passengers
from ships visiting the island - thankfully without rats.
Even good old B & Q contributed a wide range of
hardware and electrical goods.
It is hoped that before the glaciers melt to the extent
that the remaining rats can access the cleared areas the
job will be done and the ecological devastation wrought
by invasive rodents introduced unwittingly by whalers
almost 250 years ago will be finally reversed and one of the
great places on earth for wildlife returned to its pristine
condition.

The Event
This is a big catch for your local Shropshire Wildlife
Trust group as we’d normally be unable to attract a name as
big as Professor Martin to address us on such a significant
and of-the-moment subject.
So do take this once-in-a-lifetime chance to join us in
the Silvester Horne Institute at 7.30pm on Wednesday 22
October to hear his story; there will be a Q and A session
afterwards and a very brief Strettons branch AGM before
he speaks.
Demand is likely to be considerable, so book your place
through Janet Martin on 01694 722361. Tickets are £3 for
SWT members, £4 others and cover light refreshments.
Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch
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Parents’ Corner

C

hildren love to celebrate Halloween. So here are
some Halloween ideas to entertain your children
over half term, whether you want to be out and
about or create some spooky fun at home.
Halloween activities to visit:
Park Hall is featuring lots of spooky activities from
24th October to 2nd November with entry at £7.95.
On 25th October, Blists Hill are holding a Halloween
event starting at dusk when street lamps will be lit and scary
apparitions will replace the usual friendly Victorians in the
town. Booking is essential, so you will need to call 01952
433424 to book a place.
You can enjoy a self–led trail around the Severn Valley
Country Park from 25th October to 2nd November, 11am
till 4pm. There will be spooky clues to solve, a Halloween
puzzle and a small prize. Call 01746 781192 for more
information. On 29th October, from 1pm to 3.30pm,
children can join the rangers for Halloween bingo, bobbing
for apples, making toffee apples, wrapping a mummy and
picking a zombie’s brains! There is also a competition for
the scariest costume. Booking is also essential on 01746
781192. If your children would like to make lanterns to
guide them through the darkening woods and listen to
ghost stories in the woodland village, then take them to
Severn Valley on the 31st October between 4.30pm and
6.30pm. The price of £5 includes refreshments.
On 27th October, RAF Cosford Museum is inviting
children to come and take part in Halloween crafts
(£2 per child). Full details are at www.rafmuseum.org.
On 31st October, head to Hawkstone Park from 10am
to 5pm to see all sorts of spooky and scary goings-on in the
grounds. Their website is www.hawkstone.co.uk
Quick and Easy Halloween fun at home:
Pumpkin Balloons – choose orange balloons and when they
are blown up use a black permanent marker to draw faces
and ghouly pictures.
Glitter Pumpkins – this is great if you have some
small pumpkins that aren’t suitable for carving. With a
paintbrush, spread a layer of white glue over the surface
of the pumpkin and place on a paper plate or newspaper.
Sprinkle glitter over the glue, covering completely and then
leave for an hour to dry. Shake off excess glitter and coat the
stem with brown acrylic paint. When the paint is dry, the
stem can be covered in glitter as well.
Bat Mobile – secure a large twig or small branch to the top
of a window with thread and tacks. Cut out some bat shapes
in black paper and make a small hole in the centre of each.
Poke a piece of thread through each hole and knot. Tie the
bats to the branch to make a truly spooky mobile.
Glowing Eyes – using empty toilet rolls, cut out scary
looking eye shapes. Place a glow stick in each toilet roll so
that the shapes glow in the dark.
Spooky Lamp – cut out some bat and witch shapes in black
paper and secure them to the lampshade of a lamp.
Glass Jar Lights – use any empty jars available and add
paint or tissue paper to the outside to create a dramatic
Halloween effect. Permanent markers and tape can be used
to form silhouettes once a candle is lit inside the jar.
Mummy Wrap – you will need some cheap rolls of toilet
paper for this and some crepe paper streamers in Halloween
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colours. Children can work in teams to wrap the mummy.
One child will be the mummy in each team. The other
children are in charge of wrapping the child up as a mummy
within a given time limit. The winning team have the
mummy who is most aptly wrapped when the time is up.
Pin the Wart on the Witch – paint some cardboard black
and cut out a large witch’s shape. Stick this on a wall and
decorate with spiders and fake web. Then cut out large
green ‘warts’ from some felt material and stick a tack
onto the end of each (for older children) or strong tape or
bluetack (for younger ones). Blindfold the children and let
them pin the wart on the witch. A spooky variation of ‘pin
the tail on the donkey’!
Watch a great Halloween Film:
Monsters Inc
Wallace and Gromit The curse of the Were-Rabbit
Pooh’s Heffalump Halloween Movie
The Goonies
Hocus Pocus
Casper
Corpse Bride
The nightmare before Christmas
Zoe Keeling

NT Book Appeal
We need your books!

W

e are now coming into winter, (what a
thought), but reading is high on the agenda.
Lots of people, both locals and visitors, enjoy
reading our books and we are running short. (Have a
look at TripAdvisor to see how they are appreciated!) All
the money raised is spent here by the National Trust.
Do sort some out; we particularly need paper-back
novels (in good condition please) but all books are
welcome. If you would like an acknowledgment, please
put your name and phone number with the books. Small
amounts can be left with the tea room staff or for larger
collections please ring John on 723914.
Thank you so much.
Janet and John
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Letters to the Editor
Charity Shops observation
am surprised that Cllr Chapman thinks
it would be ‘inappropriate’ to tell us
which of Stretton’s six charity shops get
rebates from Shropshire Council on their
business rates (Focus letters, August 2014).
Why the secrecy? Surely the dispensing
of public money to registered charities
should be subject to open and transparent criteria, and the
recipients should be a matter of public record.
Jill Harris

I

Should the Council control the range of shops?
ho would have thought that my initial groan
about charity shops in June’s Focus would result
in the offer of a free lunch. Thank you Martha.
(Aug Focus) For the record I do not have a problem with
charities or indeed their shopping outlets, my issue is all
about control or frankly the lack of it, i.e. how many shops
of one kind are permissible in our town and how long are
their respective leases, what do they sell and indeed how are
the similarities managed?
It appears there is no individual or any organisation to
monitor these matters and of course it is not confined to
charity shops. We are just witnessing two ladies hairdressers
opening opposite each other, when this particular discipline
is already adequately provided for. (Which one will be the
first to go under, hmmm?). The town council say they
have no control or influence regarding the establishment of
shops and their merchandise as it is purely a matter for the
landlords (July Focus).
So it would appear to me we are in free fall, anyone
can negotiate a lease with a property owner and set up a
shop/business doing or selling whatever they like. (Please
someone correct me if I am wrong and in fact someone
indeed is overseeing these matters). However if they are,
perhaps they should review their objectives.
So to my original point regarding the number of charity
shops or any outlet which provide duplicated services, I
would like to see someone appointed presumably on our
town council with powers to manage, control and influence
the future shape of our town and the shops and services
therein.
There are domestic dwelling (housing) controls in
place, tree controls in place, and a whole raft of by laws
which govern our town and our neighbourhoods; how,
then did businesses/shops escape some means of control or
guidance mandates prior to setting up?
As was mentioned in last month’s Focus, wouldn’t it be
nice to have a wet fish shop, a greengrocers (again) and a
range of specialised shops selling interesting and appealing
merchandise. At present we have six charity shops and five
hairdressers, eleven shops where at least half of them, in
my view, would have been better serving our community
with something a little different. This is a small town
with a population of only circa 4700. It is not a London
high street with its associated foot fall and hence a more
comprehensive range of shops would be to everyone’s
benefit both for our local community and for our visitors
whom we very much rely on to boost trade.
Mike Mansell

W
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A49 Gardener
e have no idea who you are but surely a big thank
you is due to the gentleman who gardens now
on both sides of the A49. The wonderful yellow
blooms of daisies brighten up the road whatever the weather.
We have watched you gradually moving further along and
much admire your perseverance. What a treat (it could only
happen in Stretton!).
Janet Beaumont-Nesbitt

W

CS Railway Station
noted that the rubble from the ‘new’ Stretton railway
station was now part of a farm road. Not strictly true!
In about 1975, I’m not sure of the year exactly, I
was constructing the foundation and drive for Kirk House,
Picklescott: a virtual copy of Much Wenlock railway station;
the plans of which were drawn by local architect Roger
Tomkinson. We came across the problem of black running
sand that seemed to have no bottom, so needed hundreds
of tonnes of concrete rubble and Messrs Bearen (sic) of
Leebotwood were demolishing Church Stretton railway
station and Church Stretton Police Station. Both these
buildings would probably be listed today and not allowed
to be pulled down, like the lovely old Carding Mill was in
1914.
Anyway I was able to buy some of the rubble for I think
£4 per 20 tonne load and this formed the stable base for
Kirk House Drive. Some of the bricks I salvaged and used to
build a small wall, now falling down due to tree roots, and to
repair a pump house that covers a wellhead switchgear and
pipework. So some of the old station has been ‘re-cycled’ for
a good use.
It is sad that the value of old buildings is still not realised
because demolition continues apace to satisfy the greed of
developers. Old historic pubs for instance, are allowed to fall
victim to arsonists and vandals; often encouraged or at the
very least, not discouraged, by the owners who then go on
to gain permission for a dozen homes on the sites, instead of
being forced to repair or rebuild the pubs by planners as you
think they deserve.
Yes, we need new affordable homes and in time, I
suppose they will stretch from Ludlow to Shrewsbury as
the population rapidly increases, but let’s keep the historic
buildings for posterity. The railway station and Police station
(even the new one that was re-sited to Sandford Avenue)
could have been used for a number of uses, as Leominster
and Knighton stations have been utilised.
All we are left with at Church Stretton station is expensive
glass shelters and deep puddles of water that you need to wade
through in order to reach the roadway, if it is raining.
WF Kerswell

I

Dog Poo Protest from the 2nd Long Mynd Beavers
(A selection from the seven letters sent to Stretton Focus
written by the boys. Eds)
We are the 2nd Long Mynd Beaver Group. We spend
a lot of time in Rectory Field playing games. It has been
annoying because people are leaving dog muck on the grass.
It is not very pleasant to walk in houses leaving dog muck
around the other people houses because they won’t have time
to clean all of the dog poo.
Tommy Canney Age 6
continued on next page
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Letters continued
We are 2nd Long Mynd Beaver. We like to play in
Rectory Field but have lots of dog mess. It isn’t nice.
Charlie age 6.
We are 2nd Long Mynd Beaver group. We spend a lot
of time in Rectory field playing games. It has been leaving
their dog muck on grass. It is not nice when tread in it
because it is hard to get off and makes our shoes and scout
hut smell. All we want is to have fun and for people to clear
up after themselves and their dog.
Luke Age 7

G

Shropshire Ornithological
Society

T

he Church Stretton branch of the Shropshire
Ornithological Society will meet at 7.30pm on
Monday, 27th October in the Methodist Church
Hall, Watling Street. Ashley Grove will present an
illustrated talk entitled ‘Shetland to Scilly, Birds of the
British Isles’, which takes the audience on a journey from
north to south through Britain, featuring over 130 species.
Admission is free to SOS members and non-members are
very welcome (admission £2, including refreshments).

Belgian Refugees in Church Stretton: Autumn 1914

reat Britain and her Empire declared war on Germany
on August 4th 1914. Dr Percival, the Bishop of
Hereford who had long laboured for peace and
neutrality would write a letter to The Times, in which he
stated support for taking up the sword on behalf of Belgian
neutrality. The Banks were closed for a week, the railways
were placed under government control. Shrewsbury became
the garrison HQ for the West of Britain; the KSLI, Welsh
and Cheshire Regiments were embodied there, the Yeomanry
assembled and the public was prepared for casualties, refugees
and prisoners.
Plucky Little Belgium
The horrific events suffered by the peaceful Belgians at
the hands of the enemy elicited much sympathy. Within a
week all Belgian clocks had been changed to German Time.
The Belgians opened the dykes in a vain attempt to protect
Antwerp. Nearly 3 million refugees fled to the Channel ports.
The Local Government Board informed the County
Councils that refugees would be
distributed from London and invited
County committees to host groups,
assuring residents that they would be
medically examined first. At Shrewsbury,
the local committee set about fitting
up the Armoury as a hostel for 50 and
appealed for bedding etc. A crowd of
3000 welcomed the Belgian family
parties to the town. At Bishops Castle,
the schoolgirls began knitting garments
for children. Cardington suspended
its usual harvest-home festivities and
instead held a house to house collection for the Belgian Relief
Fund.
Church Stretton received its first party of 8 Belgians in
mid October. They were housed through the generosity of
Mrs Catterall, who took a house in the Tower Buildings (at
the by-pass traffic lights, now demolished) and furnished it at
her own expense. Mrs Catterall, widow of the retired rector
Rev Catterall, had been recently bereaved. Other residents
loaned or gave household goods. This party from Malines
were said to be from a good social position. Another party of
10 were expected and a further house adjoining was acquired
in Tower Buildings. This latter Flemish speaking Herman
family (of the artisan class), from Herentals consisted of a
man, his wife, five sons and two daughters, together with a
young lady from Liege. Describing their departure, the eldest
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daughter who spoke some French said that the Germans shot
at them and set fire to their houses as they followed them.
They fled on foot arriving at Ostend on 1st October, leaving
for England on 14th October. The large ‘Welcome Party’ at
Stretton station included Mr CJ Hyslop chair of UDC, Mr
Fred Hill chair of RDC and the local Refugee Committee,
which included ten co-opted lady residents. The committee
could only guarantee hospitality for 6 months and further
stay would be dependent on the amount of funds subscribed.
Concerts were organized to raise funds for the Stretton
Belgians. At one of the November concerts in the Town Hall,
the programme included the national anthems of Belgium,
France and Russia sung by the Stretton Male Voice Choir.
The head of the family, Mr August Hermans, was a skilled
worker in ornamental beaten iron work and within a short
time began plying his trade at the forge at the new Council
depot in Beaumont Road. His intention was to sell sufficient
ornaments to pay his expenses and form a fund to start him
in business again on his return to Belgium. Christmas came
but their troubles were not over and neither was the war.
The Relief Committee provided presents and toys for the
children while the family were given a Christmas tree, tea and
entertainment on Christmas day. A friend sent a hamper full
of items for the family dinner.
The Recreation Park Gates: Stretton’s Belgian Memorial
In March 1915, Stretton’s Dr Higginson who had been
discharged from Active Service with the Red Cross in Serbia
presided in the town hall at a meeting to allocate funds
from the 1913 Stretton Pageant (Focus: August 2013). They
had already provided six seats for the town. It was agreed
to commission M. Hermans to design and make a set of
memorial gates and key for the Recreation Ground, which
would serve a double purpose as a memory gift of the Pageant
Committee and to remind future generations that Belgian
refugees were in this country. The gates were painted in green
and gold. At the unveiling in May 1915, on a plate on one
of the gates was the following inscription: “These gates, the
work of M. AC Hermans, a Belgian guest of this town in
consequence of the European War, were presented to the
Urban District by the Pageant Committee of the year 1913.”
Alan Brisbourne (brizzer1@hotmail.co.uk)
(Editor: Alan intends to write further about the opening
ceremony of the park gates. It may be that a reader has a
Belgian connection or is inspired to trace a descendant of M.
Herman prior to the forthcoming centenary?)
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Cancer Care News
ne of the great challenges faced by some cancer
patients is that of depression. For almost all
patients there are feelings of anxiety and concern
but for a few depression becomes a clinical issue which
needs treatment. Currently, routes are to a mental health
service, often a clinical psychologist, who can bring in a
psychiatrist if there is a need for anti-depressant medication.
Support groups have a role to play here. Meetings
provide an environment where cancer is seen as normal,
even if challenging. Members can discuss their concerns
with others who have travelled that journey and routes to all
kinds of help can be explored to help patients.
Now a research study run from Edinburgh and Oxford
by Professor Michael Sharp has published details of an
approach to treating cancer-related depression which can
be provided by trained nurses working in the cancer clinic.
While it is too early yet to see how the NHS will take this
development and provide it-as we hope it will, the statistics
which come from the study are astonishing.
Clinical depression is much more prevalent among
cancer patients than in the general population, where
around 2% of people suffer at any one time. Among cancer

patients with the more common cancers it was highest
at 13% in people with lung cancer. Remember- these are
the ones who need treatment. The experimental nurseled treatment offered benefits for 50% of those patients,
nearly three times more than the 17% who benefit from the
standard approach to treatment. The nurse-led treatment
is also lower cost, more convenient for patients and the
patients reported a much higher quality of life.
There are many in the cancer patient care community,
whether professional or voluntary, through support groups,
who will welcome this research. The benefit of face-toface support rather than a reliance on pills and potions is
generally understood, although there has been little research
to support it. It is a key lesson from the study and we hope
that NHS cancer services will be able to rapidly take the
lesson on board.
Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care meets on Monday
13th October at 2.30pm at Mayfair. Our speaker will be
Barry Taylor, talking about the prostate cancer journey
he faced recently. His experience was very positive and he
will inject some humour to lighten the story. It should be
informative, entertaining and will be followed by tea in
Mayfair’s cafe. We welcome anyone interested in what
Barry has to say, as well as anyone affected by cancer who
would like to join us and share time together.
Roger Wilson

Quaker Voice

Recipe of the Month

Why Sunday?

Sausage and pear pasties

Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care

O

M

ost Quaker Meetings for Worship happen on a
Sunday morning, it’s the traditional time. It is
reasonable to ask why. Is there something special
about Sunday, some reason why it is better to organise
worship on a Sunday? Is it an especially holy day?
No, actually the reason is far more prosaic than that.
More people are off work on a Sunday than other days, so
it’s an easier time for most people to come. Obviously not
everyone finds it convenient. For lots of families weekends
are precious opportunities to do things together. This is
particularly true for the many Quakers who find themselves
as the only Quaker in their family. But if this is not the best
time for people, then there is no reason why Meeting for
Worship should not be held at other times. Groups larger
than we are Church Stretton often hold several Meetings
during the week, some at lunchtimes or in the evening.
We realised that there might be people in the Strettons
who might be curious to experience a Quaker Meeting but
can’t ever get to one because they are busy on a Sunday
morning. Perhaps they are committed to attending their
own church, they might have things they always do with
their family, or they might work. So we have decided to
hold a special meeting on Monday Oct 6th in the evening
at 7-30pm. It will be at our normal Sunday venue in the
Sylvester Horne Institute. After a brief introduction, the
meeting will proceed in silence, like any other of our
Meetings for Worship, for about half an hour. Then we
hope people will stay and chat over a cuppa.
You are all welcome.
Lesley Richards
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T

his is a good idea for making sausage rolls with a
difference. You can make larger pasties for main
meals and small bite-sized sausage rolls. They are
very tasty.
Ingredients:
1 red onion, peeled and finely chopped
1 tbsp olive oil
1 orange pepper, de-seeded and finely chopped
2 ripe pears, peeled, cored and finely chopped
8 Cumberland sausages (skinned)
320g puff pastry sheet
1 egg lightly beaten
25g finely chopped coriander (optional)
Method:
Preheat oven to 180C (Gas 5). Soften the onion and
pepper in the oil for ten minutes. Add the pears and
coriander (if used) and heat gently for a few minutes.
Transfer the mix to a bowl. Add the sausage meat to the
onion mix and combine well. Roll out the pastry sheet until
it is slightly longer. Spoon the sausage mix into the middle
of the pastry sheet lengthways. Brush the pastry edges with
the egg and fold it lengthways over the filling. Press the
edges together to seal. Crimp the edges with your finger
and thumb. Cut into six large pieces. Place on a baking tray,
brush with the remaining egg and bake for 35 minutes until
cooked and golden. Serve with a nice fresh salad. A good
idea for Christmas sausage rolls.
‘Her Ladyship’
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Methodist Voice

Flicks in the Sticks

I can be a Christian and not
a Church Member
Discuss !!

Church Stretton
The Grand Budapest Hotel (15) Monday 6th October.
This recounts the adventures of Gustave H, a legendary
concierge at a famous European hotel between the wars,
and Zero Moustafa, the lobby boy who becomes his most
trusted friend. The story involves the theft and recovery of a
priceless Renaissance painting and the battle for an enormous
family fortune, all against the back-drop of a suddenly and
dramatically changing Continent. An all-star cast including
Ralph Fiennes, Adrien Brody, Jeff Goldblum, Jude Law, Bill
Murray, Edward Norton, Tilda Swinton and Owen Wilson.
Church Stretton School. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm
showing. Entry £4 and £2. Refreshments available, before and
at the interval. Comfortable seating, new improved sound
quality and easy car parking at the School, as usual. Enquiries
to Eric Brown on 01694 724330.

I

f a man or woman maintained that Christ was the Son
of God and they lived their life along the lines that
Christ set out. If they did all the good that they could
when they could but were not a member of a local church
community, would you have the nerve to tell them they
could not claim to be a Christian? I don’t think I would .
The present debate about the Yes or No vote for the
Scots breaking away from the United Kingdom brought this
question in to my mind.
I have the pleasure of having a number of Scottish
friends but again, I would not have the nerve to say they are
only pretend Scots as they are very proud of their ancestry.
However, they all live in England and therefore have no
say or vote on 18th September about the future of their
homeland. Of course, by the time you read this the future
course Scotland has chosen will be known.
The Church has, in my opinion to promote a corporate
witness to the Christian life of the nation.
The Church again in my opinion has a concern, or
ought to have, for social justice at home and a missionary
function abroad. How effective can you be on your own in
these areas?
Being a Christian home alone, you would be cut
off from the grace that can come through the worship,
sacraments and Christian fellowship.
Also, as my Scottish friends acknowledge their forbears,
any Christian must surely acknowledge their debt to the
Church in centuries past. It was through the Church our
faith has been passed on, the Church played its part in
bringing us our Bible.
So for me the home alone Christian is missing out ,
don’t be health conscious, don’t drink the skimmed milk, go
for the full cream.

Photo Quiz – Where is it?

September’s
photograph was
taken at Little
Stretton Village
Hall.
Photograph by Nigel Strachan
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Hope Bowdler
Tracks (12) Wednesday 8th October.
The film this month is ‘Tracks’. The spectacular,
inhospitable Australian outback is the backdrop to this epic
solo trek from Ayers Rock to the Indian Ocean by Robyn
Davidson travelling with only her camels and her dog for
company.
Hope Bowdler Village Hall. Starting time 7.30pm. Tickets
are still £4 and as usual, home-made cakes and teas are available
during the interval.
Acton Scott
12 Years A Slave (15) Tuesday 21st October.
Award-winning historical slave-narrative drama directed by
Steve McQueen and starring Chiwetel Ejiofor. The film follows
the experience of Solomon Northup (Ejiofor), an AfricanAmerican living with a wife and two children in Saratoga, New
York, who is kidnapped and sold into slavery by men claiming
to offer him work as a circus musician. Transported by ship to
New Orleans, it isn’t long before he is given a new name and
sold to William Ford (Benedict Cumberbatch), a relatively
empathetic slave owner. But confrontations with the cruel and
violent overseer John Tibeats (Paul Dano) lead to Solomon
being passed on by Ford to the extremely abusive and alcoholic
planter Edwin Epps (Michael Fassbender), who rules his slaves
with a whip in one hand and a Bible in the other. Believing the
only hope of regaining his freedom is to remain passive for the
time being, Solomon ceases fighting against the illegitimacy
of his situation until salvation is offered to him by a kindly
labourer named Bass (Brad Pitt).
Admission is Adults: £4.00. Students & Children: £2.00.
Ample and easy car parking at the Hall. Refreshments served
on each of the evenings. Acton Scott Village Hall. 7.30pm.
Enquiries to 01694 781260.
All Stretton
Rush (15) Friday 10th October.
Ron Howard’s populist take on James Hunt and Niki
Lauda’s 70s rivalry is a thrilling hymn to male pride and motor
sport.
It is a gripping story of fire and ice rivalry that makes
today’s rights-managed Formula One look as dull as rain.
All Stretton Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets: £4. Interval
refreshments and comfy chairs!
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Apple Fair 2014

T

he season of “mists and mellow fruitfulness” is with
us again and so is the Apple Fair, after a four year
break.
On Sunday 19th October we join with ‘Grow, Cook,
Learn’ at their home in the Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre, Craven Arms to celebrate the English Apple.
The form of the Apple Fair 2014 will be much the same
as it was for many years at the Silvester Horne Institute,
with a central display of different apple cultivars (varieties)
which have been found locally. This has often exceeded
100 different varieties and we believe there are still a few
forgotten cultivars out there to be found.
At previous Apple Fairs two forgotten varieties were
brought for identification. Onibury Pippin was found in
the mid-90s and in 2004 a couple brought in an apple that
was last heard of in the 1880s, Gipsy King. Only one tree
remained.
Once again we will have an expert at identifying
apple varieties, so bring along two or three apples off your
unknown tree, together with a twig with some leaves to aid
identification. From the very beginning our objective has
been to encourage bio-diversity; identifying old varieties of
local apples to they are not lost to future generations.
If you are an apple grower we offer an apple juicing
service. Please wash your fruit before you bring along and
bring a container to take the freshly made juice home. You
may be surprised at how much juice you get.
Furthermore, there will be expert advice available if
you have problems with deciding what to plant where,

E

Engaging Issues

I starts its tenth series of meetings on Tuesday 7th
October 2014. The venue will be the URC building,
High Street, Church Stretton, SY6 6BY and the
meetings (mainly on alternate Tuesday evenings) start at
7.30pm.
Opening the series and focusing on our criminal justice
systems & prisons is
Sara Hyde: ‘What I learned in prison’.
Sara Hyde is a theatre maker, thinker and activist
working in the criminal (in)justice system. The artistic
director of Wonder, she has an academic interest in the
relationship between Performance and desistance from
crime. She currently works as a mentor with young women
leaving prison and campaigns on justice issues. She will
deal specifically with the effect of the justice system on the
lives of women and may even comment on HMP Oakwood
(was it a riot or not?) and the privatisation of justice.
Then two weeks later on Tuesday 21st October we welcome
Julian Baggini: ‘Feast or fast? – Religion, food and the
good life’.
Julian, a humanist philosopher, is the founding
editor of The Philosophers’ Magazine. He has a PhD in
the philosophy of personal identity and is the author,
co-author or editor of over 20 books. His website is www.
microphilosophy.net. Based on his latest book, ‘The Virtues
of the Table’, he will argue that religion gets some things
right and some things wrong about the pleasures and
virtues of eating, and in this talk he’ll try to unpick the

34

October 2014 mag a.indd 22

difficulties with growing apple trees, or with getting top
quality fruit.
Throughout the Fair there is an apple theme. There
are many attractions on offer, with competitions, quizzes
and exhibits. Above all the focus is on food and with the
advantage of the excellent catering facilities at the Discovery
Centre there will be a wide range of apple dishes to sample
and enjoy with your tea.
Complementing the main display area we have a range
of individual stalls selling produce and commodities, all
produced locally and many with an apple theme.
We promise you a really worthwhile visit.
John Lloyd (tel: 01694 723143)

good from the bad.
All are welcome at any or all of the meetings (without
any ongoing commitment) from whatever faith background
or none. A donation is requested of £3 per session towards
defraying our costs and the speakers’ expenses. Programme
leaflets for this series will be available from various churches
and public locations around South Shropshire, or from
Dave Griffin - t: 01588 672640
Dave Griffin
				

				 Sara Hyde

		

Julian Baggini
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Thank you

Focus on Faith

Farmer Phil’s Festival
would like to express my thanks and congratulations
to everyone involved in the organising and running of
this year’s festival held over the weekend of the 8th-10th
August.
The line-up and facilities were excellent and the
atmosphere was fantastic for the whole weekend. Everyone
played their part in ensuring that the festival passed off
smoothly and safely.
The whole weekend was a great success and we enjoyed
every minute of it, even the tail end of Hurricane Bertha
on the Sunday did not dampen our spirits, even if it did
dampen everything else!
Our thanks go to Phil and all the people who helped.
We hope to be back next year.
Dave Ruck, Acton Scott

ne evening, a week or two ago there was a
fascinating programme on the TV about talking to
and communicating with animals. The programme
was well worth watching and left me with lots to think
about.
The episode covered mongooses (there was some
discussion as to whether it was mongooses or mongeese but
an expert pronounced with authority that it is mongooses!)
We learn something every day! Other species included
chimpanzees and perhaps most fascinating of all, the firefly.
With the mongooses, the presenter identified various
sounds such as warning sounds, courtship sounds and just
friendly chatter. With the chimpanzees it was body language
more than sounds but they were all identified as having a
specific meaning.
The firefly responded to the ‘expert’ who used a pen
torch light and to all intents and purposes engaged in a
conversation with the firefly; it was wonderful.
However, something the presenter said really stuck in
my mind. She said we should not try to get the animals to
speak our language but we must make the effort to speak
their language.
We have to step into their world in order to understand
what they are saying.
It seems to me that is a lesson we could all learn when
we are trying to communicate with and understand each
other. I am not just referring to other languages but more
to tuning in to how others are seeing things and expressing
what they see. We have a severely handicapped grandson
who has virtually no speech but we can communicate with
him by using signs and symbols that are his, not ours.
When God sent his son into the world as a defenceless
baby he was stepping into our shoes and experiencing all the
things that we experience in our lives, both good things and
bad things.
Whatever we face in our lives we can be certain that
Jesus has walked in our shoes and knows and understands
everything. Perhaps as Christians we are sometimes guilty
of trying to speak to people in our language and not theirs.
Perhaps we need to take more notice, not so much of what
they are saying but how they are saying it and what they
really mean.
It is a well known saying that to understand someone
you have first to walk a mile in their shoes.
Happy communicating!
HR

I

Save the Children
he street collection for Save the Children held
on August 16th raised the sum of £408.11. The
committee would like to thank the people of the
Strettons for their generosity and for the help of all the
collectors on the day. THANK YOU!
Pat Oxtoby

T

Gardening in October

P

riority now must be to prepare for winter weather.
In glass houses, make room for tender plants in pots
that will not withstand frosty conditions outside. Remove
tomato plants, generally clear up and clean window glass.
Tender plants in pots should be brought into the greenhouse or
conservatory and those remaining outside which will withstand
some frost, should be further protected with a covering of
bubble wrap which should also be wrapped around the pot.
Sweet peas can be sown in suitable deep pots and sowings
of May Queen lettuce and other winter salad will benefit from
fleece covering.
Outside, cut out summer fruited raspberry canes and tie in
the new growth which may well need topping to about 5 feet.
Autumn fruiting canes should be completely cut to the ground
after fruiting. Currant bushes can be reduced by about a third
and Tayberry and Blackberry new wood tied into supports after
removing completely their old fruiting wood.
Bulbs can be planted this month and a continuous effect
can be achieved by using a large pot, say 12in, planting
in layers above one another. First, a layer of Tulips, then
Hyacinths followed by Narcissus and a final layer of Crocus
and Scilla finishing with 3in of compost.
On Tuesday, 28th October, our speaker Susan Russell will
be talking about ‘The Herbaceous Border’.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club

Trivia Answers

1. DYLAN 2. GEORGE COLE
3. DUMB WAITER 4. HYDE PARK
5. BLACK
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The Bible Society

he Methodist Network Group will be holding
a Bible Text Teaser afternoon at 2.30pm on
Wednesday 22nd October. Friends are invited to
bring an article mentioned anywhere in the Bible, and read
the appropriate verse or verses. Light refreshments will be
served. Everyone is welcome, whether bringing an item or
not. A collection will be taken for the Bible society.
Ruth Davies
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Colin’s Comment
How the Caliphate came to the village

W

atching the news on television these days certainly
reinforces one’s relief that while our world
continues on a path of madness, peace - if not
prosperity - abounds within the circulation area of the Focus.
A sample from today’s output tells me that the parents
of a five-year-old boy who they removed from a British
hospital against medical advice arrive at Spain’s High Court,
and refuse to be extradited; negotiations between Tories
and Lib Dems continue about how to tackle the threat
of Islamist extremists; high-powered hairdryers are under
threat; and photographs of naked celebrities have been
leaked.
And just to emphasise how potty life can be, a Russian
general explains that Russia needs peacekeeping troops
“because that’s the only way you can move troops across
another country’s borders with a band playing and with
everybody pleased to see them.”
Invited to comment on this sample of current affairs,
my Man On The Church Stretton Bus says such stories
illustrate how common sense is so often ignored, while
politics, legalities, bureaucracy and misplaced democracy
cloud the issues of what’s right and wrong.
He maintains that parents wanting a different treatment
for a child with a life-threatening illness should not be
criminalised, and be allowed to seek it where it’s available;
that those UK citizens who left our shores to join terrorist
armies should not be allowed to return to blow us all to
Kingdom Come; that the EU should leave us to decide how
much wattage our hairdryers use; that celebrities look bad
enough with their clothes on; and that Vladimir Putin’s
general is as nuts as his boss - though he may have a nice
sense of black humour.
So the relief described at the start of this piece is
reinforced when one reads on the Shropshire Star website of
how 25 tractors set off from the Yew Tree Inn at All Stretton
to chug their way up, along and down the Long Mynd on
the fifth Tractor Run - this year raising funds for the Hope
House Hospice.

No doubt those busy organising our lives might think
it mildly batty that 25 people, and a crowd of helpers en
route, should devote most of a Sunday to driving tractors
around miles of hilly countryside - but that is to ignore
what lies at the heart of village and rural life.
Julius Caesar, while obviously preferring to remain top
dog as a Roman general and statesman, kept his options
open when he said: “I would rather be first in a small village
in Gaul than second in command in Rome”.
And while he has devoted a lifetime to denying the
existence of a Creator, no less a cynic than Richard Dawkins
admits a reluctant, albeit misty-eyed, belief in village life
when he says: “I suppose I’m a cultural Anglican, and I see
evensong in a country church through much the same eyes
as I see a village cricket match on the village green. I have a
certain love for it”.
However, those city and urban dwellers with a yearning
for what they regard as ‘the good life’ in places like The
Strettons - and the ability to pay through the nose for
a property where they can satisfy their longing - should
beware.
Author Debbie Young, in her ‘Hawkesbury Tales - A
Memoir of Village Life’, describes how, shortly before
moving to the rural Cotswolds, she and her husband had
this taste of rural philosophy.
“Of course, the problem for us will be getting used to
living in a village”, my husband says chattily to the man
who will be our future neighbour.
Leaning comfortably on the golden Cotswold drystone
wall, the old boy gazes at us through cautiously narrowed
eyes.
“Ah no”, he says slowly, “The problem will be for the
village to get used to you”.
After almost 30 years of living in this part of the world’s
answer to the Cotswolds, this tale has a certain resonance.
Meanwhile, I intend to rename my little corner of rural
Shropshire ‘The Caliphate’ - just in case.
Colin Osborne

Award to First Responders

T

he Focus Awards Group have pledged a contribution to
the Community First Responders cause, Church Stretton
area, who are currently trying to raise funds for a much
needed 4x4 responder vehicle.
If they can raise £6,000, then a grant can be obtained for
match funding to purchase a new vehicle which is now much
needed due to the difficult areas where incidents occur. This
service has proved beneficial to this area to provide care to
different calls, anything from a fall, stroke, chest pains, or cardiac
arrest. First Responders have also received substantial pledges
from Philippa Gee Wealth Management Services and from Caleb
Roberts Insurance (previously Longmynd Insurance) but much
more is needed towards the target figure.
To find out more and to give support to this valuable service
to the Community, contact,
Tom Beaumont, Chairman, Focus Awards Group.
Tracey Prosser on 01694-722491 or 07500 004903
Email: tracey.prosser@hotmail.co.uk
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Planning for the future

often get accused of using the words ‘special’ and
‘iconic’ when waxing lyrical about Church Stretton.
To me it is special because, for a small market town,
it has remarkable examples of architecture from Tudor
times, through the Victorian and Edwardian periods to the
modern day, not just the architecture of houses but also of
shop frontages too. Church Stretton has 40 listed buildings
and the second most extensive Conservation Area in
Shropshire, second only to Shrewsbury.
It lies in the most beautiful countryside, nestled between
the Long Mynd to the west and Helmeth Hill and Caer
Caradoc to the east. The community is also special in that it
cares for its town and the surrounding Shropshire Hills Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. “What has this to do with
planning?” I hear you say.
Well, every week planning decisions are being made
which shape the area in which we live.
Planning is a difficult issue. Planners have to try
to balance the requirement for development to meet
the community’s needs, with concern for the built
environment and the visual, economic and social aspects of
our townscape and rural landscape. In the end, planning
decisions are not black and white, but a balanced view of
what serves the community best.
The Town Council is one of many groups consulted by
Shropshire Council, but at the end of the day the decisions are
not in our hands. Most planning applications are dealt with

O

by officers (around 98%) leaving only the major applications;
those ‘called in’ by the local unitary councillor and those where
the Town Council’s view is at odds with those of the officers to
be dealt with by the South Planning Committee.
The Town Council has recently put in place its own
Planning Committee to ensure consistency in responses, to
build up competency and to share knowledge.
Over the last few months there has been a degree
of uncertainty in Shropshire, as it was unable to show a
5-year housing land supply, without which the county’s
adopted plans would be judged out of date. This signalled
‘open season’ for developers as, if plans are out of date,
then according to the NPPF, permission should be granted
for development unless the adverse impact outweighs the
benefits. Luckily this uncertainty has to a degree gone away,
for as of August, Shropshire Council has 5.47 years’ housing
land supply. There are however several factors that could
move this figure up or down.
This does however give a degree of certainty, and
enables us to continue to ensure that we keep Church
Stretton special and our iconic countryside unspoilt by
judging planning applications against guidance given by
local and national government. This helps to preserve the
essence of our town and the countryside surrounding it
and ensure that development is truly in keeping with the
landscape and townscape of which we are but caretakers.
Hilary Claytonsmith, Chair CSTC Planning Committee

Kaboodle on the Run Again

ctober 5th will find Local Business
owners Shayne and Hazel Adams
from Kaboodle running the Cardiff
Half Marathon on behalf of Classrooms in the
Clouds charity. Last year they exceeded their
goal to fund the salary of Mani Kumar Rai,
a supported teacher at Bakhapalam school,
Nepal. This year they have continued their
teacher support, but aim for bigger things next
year when they will visit and take part in the
opening of another new school project at Shree
Chadradaga. The Cheshire fire and rescue cadets
have raised an amazing £32,000 to make the
school build possible. “Many of our stock items

come from Nepal and we are very pleased to
give something back to the people and children
of such a wonderful country” said Shayne.
You can find out more about the charity at
www.classroomsintheclouds.org. or pop into the
shop for a chat. Just £5.00 pays for a teacher’s
daily wage, so a little does go a really long way.
If you would like to sponsor Team
Kaboodle, please call into the shop or visit
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/shayneadams1
Any local organisations who might
consider a Nepal visit/trek with fund raising in
mind should contact the charity direct.
Shayne and Hazel Adams

Israel: Boycott or Dialogue
Diocese of Hereford, Council for World Partnership and Development, Holy Land Group
The Dilemma for Christians and others in the UK
The seminar will be led by Jonathan Arkush who is a barrister and Vice-President of the Board of
Deputies of British Jews. After Jonathan has spoken, Graham Hellier will respond highlighting
the opposite point of view, to be followed by time to express and listen to opinions that will be
controversial.
Thursday, October 30th 2014 7.00 – 9.30pm, Grange Court, Pinsley Road, Leominster.
HR6 8NP – adjacent to The Priory Church. Admission - £5.00
There is a car park in Etnam St. £1 for 3 hours and in Broad St. £1 for 4 hours
A Booking Form will follow shortly.
Contact: Prebendary David Roberts: dhroberts38@gmail.com Tel: 01584 878568
This event has not been organised on a Saturday so as to include those who find weekends
difficult.
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Inner Wheel Club of Church Stretton

F

irst of all we would like to
thank all of those who have
contributed to our 90th
Anniversary Wheels Project. We
are delighted to tell you that we
were able to buy several wheeled
toys for the Mayfair Crèche, but
the majority of the money will be
donated to Church Stretton ‘Ring
& Ride’.
We have also celebrated with
Marlene Rutter the fact that she
has been a member of our Club
for 50 years. Marlene has always
helped us with our fund raising,
many of you will have spent a very
happy time in her lovely courtyard
garden. The Club marked the
occasion with, what else, but a
gorgeous cake made by President
Joan Liebrecht and iced beautifully
by a new member Carol Burt.
We are looking forward to a
new Inner Wheel year under the
leadership of President Anne Luntz. If you would like to come along to a meeting,
we meet on the third Monday of the month at All Stretton Village Hall at 2pm and would love to welcome you.

T

Art Exhibition

he artists’ cheques are in the mail, their work has
gone to new homes and we’re tidying up after
another very successful Art Exhibition. This year
we managed to sell almost 25% of the work. This is a great
testament to the creativity and skills to be found in our area.
Sales were good across all categories – what a talented group
of artists, designer makers and photographers we have!
Our guest artist this year was Rob Leckey. His colourful
mixed media paintings were much admired. If you missed
them, don’t worry. He has a gallery at Liberty House
Interiors where you can see his work along with lovely
paintings by other local artists.
Our new hanging team, headed by artists Ian Collett
and Rose Perry did an excellent job this year. Their fresh
approach drew compliments from so many of our visitors.
My thanks are due to many others who turned out to
help with set-up, receiving and display, but I particularly
wanted to thank Peter Carty (pictured) who opened the
show. His comments about the role of art in interpreting
the landscape and encouraging people to protect and cherish
our beautiful region were well received.
One of the success stories of the Exhibition was
our decision to accept credit/debit card payments for
sales over £20.00. We were worried - would we have
a phone signal? Would the card reader work and
communicate with the smart phone? What would
we do if a card was refused? In the end, it was easy –
everything worked as advertised and our purchasers
were pleased that they didn’t have to run home for their
chequebooks or into town for some cash. We do have
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to pay a fee for card transactions, but our artists agreed
to pay a little more commission to cover these costs.
I hope we will be putting about £3,000 into the Arts
Festival fund and this will support some of the less well
attended or more expensive performances.
And now we’re starting to plan for next year. How can
we improve our service? How can we make our operation
more efficient without sacrificing the relaxed and friendly
atmosphere we are well known for? And what can we
do to make our 50th Anniversary in 2016 special and
memorable?
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Tuesday Club

A

not-for-profit club, run entirely by volunteers with
no paid staff, the Club provides a weekly event for
men and women of all ages, who may live alone or
are in need of companionship.
In July we had our summer coach outing with lunch
at the Plough, Wistanstow, and a recent visit to one of the
member’s homes in Felhampton was so successful we have
been invited back for Christmas festivities.
If you would like to join, we meet every Tuesday at
the URC hall, Church Stretton. Door-to-door transport;
refreshments all day; a hot lunch; activities; entertainment; a
yearly coach outing and seasonal celebrations all for only £6
each meeting.
If you are interested, contact Eileen Roberts on 01694
720086. Give us a try; you won’t regret it!
Eileen Roberts

Felhampton visit

There’s a lot going on at your library

D

o you know anyone who is unable to get to the
library? Perhaps you could mention to them that
your library has a Home Library Service, with
volunteers able to bring books, spoken word books, music
CDs and DVD to their home. Just phone the library to
make arrangements.
Our Local and Family History volunteers have arranged
for the 1911 census for Church Stretton to be available
as a printed document at the library. This will enable
people researching their relatives in World War I to access
the census easily. Our volunteers are at the library every
Thursday from 1-4pm to advise you how to research using
Shropshire libraries free access to Ancestry Library on our
library computers. Just pop in, no appointment is necessary.
Events at the library for October
Time to Listen 7th October at 11-12noon
Relax and enjoy readings and poems for adults read aloud.
This month’s theme is “Ghosts”
Members of a local writers group will also be reading from
their work at this session
Meet the Author – Mike Uden 15th October at 7pm
Mike Uden has recently moved to Shropshire and is
the author of two books, The Sacrifice and Chemical
Attraction. The Sacrifice is a detective story, with the main
character a female private investigator Pamela Andrews.
Chemical Attraction tells of the relationship between two
people who are part of a drug trail. Come and find out
more. Tickets £3, which includes refreshments.
Meet the Author and Illustrator – Meg Hawkins 28th
October 11-12noon
This workshop is suitable for children of all ages. Come
along to hear about the Adventures of Scratch and Hedgy, as
they visit local events such as the Burwarton Show. Join in
with drawing and colouring the animals in Meg’s stories.
For more information on any of these events contact
churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk 01694 722535

A

Hosts Keith and Amanda

Arts Festival AGM

Did you enjoy this year’s Arts Festival? Do you have
any comments for the committee? Then come along to
the AGM on 13th October at 7.30 pm in the Silvester
Horne Institute. All welcome.
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Guide Dog Week
4th -12th October

s the fundraising Co-ordinators for Guide
Dogs in the Strettons we are pleased to
announce that we will be having a Gazebo
& Pitch in the Market Square on Thursday 9th
October between 10am and 3pm.
This was kindly donated by Steve Bownes of
Market Franchise, to the Guide Dog week, and
Life-size Shropshire Scruffy Dog will be present!! So
come and say Hello.
A similar event will be held on Friday 10th
October, 10am to 3pm outside Cyril Bason’s Store
in Craven Arms, where coffee, tea, and cakes will
be served, and Scruffy the Dog will be there again!
This facility was kindly donated by David Evans –
Proprietor.
Your support is appreciated

Tom and Yvonne Beaumont
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Alzheimer’s Society
Invitation for dementia carers to Church Stretton
service
lzheimer’s Society in Shropshire runs a Peer
Support Group for carers on the second Friday of
each month 2-3.30pm at Mayfair Community
Centre in Church Stretton.
The group is held on a monthly basis and is run by
experienced Alzheimer’s Society staff and volunteers.
Some sessions have speakers including a local
Solicitor for the Elderly who will be delivering a talk
on ‘Paying for Care’ and a research volunteer talking
about this unique role. Other topics include coping with
memory loss, unusual behaviour and how carers can
look after themselves. At the sessions there is always an
opportunity to share experiences and carers get support
from each other.

A

All Stretton History Society
Shropshire War Memorials talk and AGM
hropshire War Memorials an illustrated talk by Peter
Francis, author of the book
‘Shropshire War Memorials – Sites of
Remembrance’ published in 2013,
will take place at All Stretton Village
Hall at 3pm on Sunday 26th October
2014. All welcome, charge £1
including refreshments.
All enquiries to John Hathaway on
01694 722537 or emailjohn.hathaway4@btinternet.com

S

Pentabus Touring Theatre
Each Slow Dusk
Tuesday 14th October, 7.30pm
All Stretton Village Hall
startling new play about action, humanity, and the
legacy of war. This astonishing production immerses
you in the reality of conflict in vivid, thrilling detail. It
charts the experiences of a young farm worker serving on the
western front, linking his story to a woman today, just home
to her village after a tour of the battlefields. You’ll never walk
past a war memorial in the same way again.
Nationally acclaimed Pentabus Theatre Company present
a forensic examination of the impact of war from the UK’s
most exciting new playwright, exclusively for rural touring.
Rory Mullarkey is a winner of the Harold Pinter and George
Devine Awards, and is under commission to the Royal Court
and the National Theatre. You’ll be amongst the first people to
see the work of this astonishing new talent.

A
Christine Lloyd-Knight, Alzheimer’s Society
Dementia Support Worker in Shropshire said:
“Peer support groups can make a huge difference to
carers of people living with dementia. They can provide
a sense of wellbeing and offer an opportunity to share
experiences, meet people in a similar situation and form
a support network. There is information available about
dementia and local services in the area’.
There are approximately 4,814 people living with
dementia in Shropshire and this will rise to 6,620 in
2020, but with the right support people with dementia
and their carers can live well.
As well as this group Alzheimer’s Society in
Shropshire has a number of services including a dementia
support service offering one to one support to people
with dementia and their carers, peer support groups in
Church Stretton and Shrewsbury, an art therapy group in
Shrewsbury, a Singing For the Brain group in Shrewsbury
and Bridgnorth, and Dementia Cafes in Oswestry and
Ludlow. To find out more visit
www.alzheimers.org.uk/localinformation,or contact
Maureen Heath at the Shrewsbury office on 01743
341800.
Christine Lloyd-Knight
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Wildlife Show in Stretton
n 8th October, the Long Mynd Camera Club in
Church Stretton is hosting a presentation entitled ‘A
Passion for Wildlife’.
This Audio Visual show will feature stunning images
of wildlife in Africa and the UK, taken by award-winning
photographers Russell and Audrey Price.
The show, which starts at 7.30pm, will be held at the
United Reformed Church Hall, High Street, Church Stretton.
Visitor admission is just £2.50 including refreshments. For
more information about this event, phone Graham Brown 01743 353485.

O
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School PTA Craft Fayre

O

n Saturday 15th November Church Stretton School
PTA will be hosting its annual Craft Fayre. From
10am until 4pm you will be able to wander around
60 stalls. Textiles, knitted items, photography, cup-cakes,
forged ironwork, sculpture, crafted glass, confectionery and
jewellery are just a few of the crafts available to purchase.
Christmas produce including decorations, cards and cakes
will also be on sale so don’t miss this opportunity to get
ahead with your Christmas preparations.
Entrance to the Craft Fayre is free and the PTA will
be serving light refreshments throughout the day. All the
money raised by the PTA at the Craft Fayre is spent within
the school to benefit as many pupils as possible. We look
forward to seeing you there.
Clare Burgoyne PTA

UNA News
A day in the life of a refugee co-ordinator
e have all seen pictures of people fleeing from
dangerous and inhospitable regimes. They trek
for days to reach a place of safety in a cramped
and overcrowded refugee camp. We may try to imagine
how we would cope if that were our lot. But have you ever
put yourself in the shoes of an aid worker? What sort of a
headache is it to run a camp that is seriously overcrowded
and underfunded?
The people you are trying to help are not all angels;
they are a cross section of society desperately trying keep
family together and to survive, sometimes so desperate that
they turn to crime. If you are an aid worker the organisation
you represent is only one of many so you need to work in
harmony. Sadly protocol and red tape may get in the way
and NGOs sometimes appear to work in competition so
that the people they seek to help lose out again.
Surely somebody somewhere should have a master plan?
Yes, it is the job of a co-ordinator to ensure that all the
various bodies concerned with both relief and development
work in collaboration.
Richard Floyer-Acland spent over twenty years working
in UNHCR (the United Nations refugee agency). He
headed the relief work at what has been called the largest
refugee complex in the world at Dadaab, Kenya. In fact
there are three camps in close proximity, where some
300,000 Somali refugees live in accommodation designed
originally for 90,000. and more recently has been the
operations co-ordinator for Syrian refugees in Lebanon.
He will share his experiences at a UNA public meeting
on Friday 24th October at 2.30pm in the Methodist
Church. His talk will be illustrated with pictures taken on
site.
Ruth Davies

W
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Bomber Book Launch

Q

uite reasonably, we have recently heard a great deal
about the 1914/18 War. We are, though, closer to
the war that never happened - the apocalyptic
Third World War.
Those of us who believe we played a small part in
preventing it will note that a book, shortly to be launched at
the Aviation Book Stall at Telford International Centre on
8th and 9th November, covers this subject.
It is called ‘The Valiant Boys’, following the Vulcan and
Victor books, and is written by Tony Blackman, an ex testpilot, helped by Anthony Wright with contributions from
some who flew and supported the Valiant.
Further details from the v-force web site and www.
blackmanbooks.co.uk. Locally, more information for the
launching available from me at (01694) 723752 at 47
Churchill Road or russrumbol@gmail.com.
Russell Rumbol

The Missing Link!

Fibre Optic Broadband in the Strettons
he following link was inadvertently omitted from
Steve Aze’s article in last month’s Focus.
For links to further information and resources relating to
fibre broadband, see http://www.aze.org.uk/FTTC
Sorry, Steve!

T
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T

here is a lot of information online about health – but
which should you trust?
The NHS has developed its own website called NHS
Choices, ( www.nhs.uk/ ) with a wealth of information and
advice on a wide range of topics. You can:
* Find out more about any health conditions you
may have and learn about how to manage them, from
professionals in the health service as well as support from
others with similar conditions.
* Do interactive quizzes on your lifestyle, your heart
age, mood, alcohol consumption, diet and physical activity
levels. Are you as healthy as you think you are? There are
simple suggestions of how to make changes if you so wish.
* Use the symptom checker, to help identify what may
be wrong and what you should do
* Find out about NHS services near to you.
It’s simple and easy to use. But if you need any help, or you
want to find out more about how to use a computer or iPad
or other similar device, please come to Mayfair. Call Dan
Sargeant on 01694 722077 / 07975234059 or pop into
the Mayfair IT drop-in on Mondays 10-1 and Wednesday
9-3pm.
To find out more and help Mayfair with our NHS
Flagship project, you can register with ‘Learn My Way’
website www.learnmyway.com, Click ‘Create an account’ at
the top of the page to register, fill in your details including
the centre code as 8154. Once registered click the ‘Learn
More’ tab, then click on the ‘Staying healthy with NHS
Choices’ link. Finally, you can click on the NHS Choices
‘Start the course’ link, which takes you on an introductory
tour of the website showing you what it can do or go
straight to the website via the ‘Try NHS Choices’ link.
Nicola McPherson

Save the Children
Lunch
Soup and apple puddings
Friday 24th October in the Parish Centre
12 noon – 1.30pm
£5.50 (inc. tea or coffee)
Please pay at the door
Christmas cards for sale and a raffle

STOP PRESS!!!
he Future of your Medical Practice within the NHS.
The SPPG Open Evening will be held on
Wednesday 1st October at the Silvester Horne
Institute, beginning at 7pm.
We have two speakers to talk about current and future
changes to our health services: Dr Digby Bennett from the
Church Stretton Medical Practice and Dr Caron Morton
from the Shropshire Clinical Commissioning Group.
As usual, there will be plenty of time for you to ask
questions of our speakers. We look forward to seeing you
very soon.
Sue Hockaday

T

Winter Floral Planters 2014

T

he Town Council provided summer planters again
this year, with continuing (and much appreciated)
financial assistance from traders, businesses,
organisations and residents. We are now looking at the
cost of the provision of winter plants for 16 pole-mounted
planters, together with four hanging baskets and three
troughs for the Square, and so we are seeking donations
from local businesses, organisations and individuals in order
to help provide the best display possible.
The cost of one planter for the winter season, with
maintenance, will be approximately. £80, and so any
donation, however small, would be greatly appreciated.
Please write to Mrs CM Harvey, RFO, 60 High Street,
Church Stretton with your donation promise.
The Town Council is extremely grateful to all those who
have contributed in the past and hope that local generosity
will continue this year. Thank you.
Ms M Giles, Town Clerk

Mayfair Book Sale
United Reformed Church,
Friday 7th November & Saturday 8th November
10am-3.30pm
Entrance 50p, children free
Refreshments available

If you have items to donate please take them to Mayfair or
phone Alison Bradley 01694 722138 or Colin Macintyre
01694 723427 to arrange delivery or collection
Supported by the Rotary Club of Church Stretton

Pat Oxtoby
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Paul E. Stephens
Property Consultants Chartered Surveyors
RICS Homebuyer Surveys
Valuations
Planning and development
WOODNALL, ALL STRETTON, SHROPSHIRE SY6 6JP

Phone: 07837 322172/01694 723891
Fax: 01694 723741
Email: paul@woodnall.co.uk

BATHROOMS-KITCHENS-EXTENSIONS-REFURBISHMENTS
FREE ESTIMATES
FOR ALL OF YOUR HOME REPAIR AND UPGRADES
PLEASE CALL DAVE ON
Phone: 01694 771399 Mobile: 07977 821544.
E-mail: dave@absolute-construction.org.uk

G.G.S.
STRETTON GARDEN
SERVICE
Prompt service
Call us on (01694) 722975
Please keep this, you may need it
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