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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meeting

1 Friday

Women’s World Day of Prayer
10.30am service at St Milburga’s

Wine, cheese and songs
led by the Shropshire Strummers. Ploughman’s supper and raffle. Tickets £8 (includes
glass of wine)
7.15 for 7.30 pm Wistanstow VH

2 Saturday

A Saturday Morning Sing-In
with the Shropshire Strummers. In support of
the Pazapa-Haiti school and medical centre.
Coffee from 10.30am. The Strummers play
from 11am St Laurence’s Church

Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Much Wenlock Male Voice Choir concert.
Tickets £6
7.30 CS School Theatre

RNLI
Fish and Chip Supper with ’A Lady at Sea’,
Sharla Greenaway
7.15 for 7.30pm SHI

3 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

4 Monday

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘Untouchable’, tickets £4, £2 (doors open at
7.00) 7.30pm CS School

5 Tuesday

Cancer Research UK
Craft and Coffee Morning
£2 entry to include Tea or Coffee.Stalls, raffle,
craft workshop. 10am-12noon, Ley Gardens,
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gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘The Imposter’; 12a
£4/£2 Tickets on the door
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

6 Wednesday
CAMEO

Bob Wiltshire: “A day in the Life of a Prison
Chaplain”
2.30pm Parish Centre

Methodist Network Group
Rev Hazel Ratcliffe
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No 4
Subject: Open. To include Print Panel; Projected images
7.30pm URC Hall

7 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

8 Friday

Drop-In sessions for Volunteers
Want to volunteer or groups seeking volunteers please call in for a chat with Clive
Leworthy.
10.00am-12.00 noon CS Library

Mayfair Community Centre
Free information session by the Police and
Shropshire Council on Home Security and
property protection.
10am-12 noon Mayfair

UNA

Friday Night at the Horne
Dave Swarbrick (ex Fairport Convention).
Tickets £8 in advance or £9 on the door
7.30pm SHI

Church Stretton Churches Together
Coffee Morning in support of ‘Shrewsbury
Ark’
10am-12 noon URC Hall

All Stretton Village Hall
Quiz Night. Teams of 4 – 6, £4 per person.
Please bring your own refreshments. To book
a table please contact Pat – 722259.
7.30pm AS VH
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10 Sunday

St Laurence’s Church
Pitstop. Mother’s Day themed games: craft
activities, songs and a meal. For info and to
book: Suzan Williams 722588
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk
3-5pm Parish Centre

11 Monday

Stretton and Shropshire Cancer
Care
Joe Collins: Change your mind - a very brief
introduction to Mindfulness
2.30pm Mayfair

Shropshire Literary Society
Brian Heeley: ’Literary Adventures on a
Bicycle’
7.30pm in CS Library

12 Tuesday

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
‘Love Food, Hate Waste’ Joy Blizzard
7.15pm SHI

RSPB Sth Shropshire Local Group
‘The Magic of Moths’ - An illustrated talk by
Patrick Clement
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall

Methodist Wives and Friends
‘The Story of the Quaker Tapestry’ Talk by
Lesley Richards
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

13 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Members’ Afternoon - Discussions
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Amnesty International Group
A warm welcome is extended to everyone
interested in human rights.
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Anna Karenina’ Tickets £4/£2
7.30pm HB VH

14 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

South Shropshire Inter Faith
Round Table Discussion: ‘The Hajj’ led by
Imam Sohayb Peerbai:
12.00 noon to 1.15 pm. Pilgrim Centre,
Dale Street, Craven Arms

CS Area Tourism Group
AGM All welcome
6pm Jubilee Room Mayfair

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Kim Hurst talks on ‘Tasty buds, luscious
leaves and succulent shoots’
Admission £2.50
7.30pm at Acton Scott VH

15 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Ginger and Rosa’
7.30pm AS VH

16 Saturday
RSPB

Wildlife walk at Catherton Common /
Cramer Gutter
10.00am Meet in lane north of Crumpsbrook

P.A.C.T public surgery
Church Stretton, Police station
9am–12 noon

Friends of Rushbury Primary
School
Easter Bingo
5.30 for 6pm Rushbury VH

The Royal British Legion
‘Of One Accord’ . Concert by the Shropshire
Mixed Choir. Tickets £5
7.30pm CS School

The More Singers
‘Music for Passiontide and St Patrick’
7.30pm United Reformed Church

continued on next page
Stretton Focus Website
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9 Saturday

Ken Willis hosts. Teams of 4 – 6
7.45pm start CS and District Club

March 2013

Discussion Group
10.30am to noon

Royal British Legion Quiz
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What’s On Continued
Longmynd Adventure Camp
Quiz night with Ken Willis. Teams of 4–6.
£5 per person.
7.45pm start CS and District Club

Ticklerton Folk Dance

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Save the Children

Contact (01694 722418)
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton VH

19 Tuesday

Countrywomen’s Guild
It’s Quiz Time! Also sales table for charity.
Visitors welcome - £2.00 entrance fee
2.15pm SHI

All Stretton Women’s Institute
Jewellery/Fabrics – Karen Van Hoff
7.30 AS VH

20 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Val Littlehales – Shropshire Tales
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
President’s Evening. ‘This and That’ and ‘A
Short Picture Show’
7.30pm URC Hall

Bangers & Mash Lunch £5.50 inc. tea or
coffee
12 noon–1.30pm Parish Centre

23 Saturday

Church Stretton Methodist Church
Coffee Concert
Easy listening classical music
10.15am Methodist Church

Mayfair Quiz
Ken Willis hosts. Team of 4 – 6
Proceeds to Mayfair Community Centre
7.30pm start Mayfair

24 Sunday

The Shropshire Motorcycle Show
Exhibition of vintage and classic motorcycles
and Autojumble
10.30am Start Wistanstow Hall

St Andrew’s Church Hope Bowdler
Choral Evensong. All welcome
3.30-4.30pm St Andrew’s Church

Stretton Climate Care
Dr Tina Holt. Hear from an expert practical
examples of how we can cut both costs and
CO2 emissions.
7.30pm Methodist Church

Shropshire Wildlife Trust
Fiona Gomersall ‘ Conserving Species, Habitats and Landscapes’
£2 members, £3 others
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

21 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
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22 Friday

25 Monday

CS Area Local History Group
‘Shrewsbury’s New Museum - the Story So
Far’.A talk by Phill Scoggins from Shropshire
Museum Services.
2.30pm URC Hall

Shropshire Ornithological Society
Brayton Holt ‘South American Way’
Visitors welcome. £2, including refreshments
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

26 Tuesday

Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Gardening club
Sue Russell Old Fashioned Roses.
Members £1; Visitors £2. 7pm SHI

Shropshire Council
Church Stretton Conservation Area – Proposed Extension 2013. Informal ‘drop in’
information evening to discuss further or ask
questions.
4.30pm-7.30pm SHI

CS & District Flower Club
‘Floral Fun’: Margaret Evans
All welcome.
7.30pm AS VH

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘Sightseers’; 15
£4/£2 Tickets on the door
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

27 Wednesday

P.A.C.T public surgery
2pm Mayfair Café

Church Stretton U3A
How the EU works (non-political): Representative of European Parliament UK Office
Meet and greet – French groups
2pm Parish Centre

Methodist Network Group
Easter Meditation – Dilys Jones
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Church Stretton Tree Group
Talk ‘Caring for God’s Acre’ by Sue Cooper.
Members £1.00, non-members £3.00
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

28 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

29 Good Friday
Country Market

9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Church Stretton Churches Together
Good Friday Service
10.30am Methodist Church followed by a
Procession of witness
11.30am from the station car park.

St Andrew’s Church Hope Bowdler
‘Olivet to Calvary’ sung by St Andrew’s choir
7.30pm St Andrew’s Church

3 April Wednesday
CAMEO

Lunch Party. Please telephone 720131 if
you do not regularly attend and would like to
come
12.30 for 1pm Parish Centre

Fish and Chip Supper with a Lady at Sea

T

he Lady At Sea is Sharla Greenway, one of our local RNLI Committee, who will talk to us
at our Fish and Chip Supper about her 16-year career in the Merchant Navy. This promises
to be an interesting, informative and amusing insight into life at sea. The Supper will be
held at the Silvester Horne Institute on Saturday 2nd March, 7.15pm for 7.30pm.
Come and support Sharla and please be punctual so that she can start her talk at 7.30pm with supper afterwards.
Tickets will cost £8.00 from Brian and Alison Bradley 722138; Liz Madeley 771744; Richard and Jill Turner Jones 724371
and John Thomas, Florist. Please remember to bring your own drink.
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Mayfair News

Maysi, Co-Co and Carers’ Support

How We Can Help You – What do we do?
ith increasing government cuts to health and
social care, Mayfair is playing a vital role in
supporting local people who are vulnerable or
experiencing difficulties in daily living.
Maysi (Mayfair Supporting Independence) provides
information, advice and support to enable people to continue
to live in their own homes when independence is threatened
by ill-health, disability or ageing. Maysi is able to provide a
personal and consistent service to people who often are in
desperate need and do not know where to turn for help.
Co-Co (Compassionate Communities) Working
closely with GPs and other health professionals we
are able to provide a befriending service to those
living with long term health conditions. We deploy
highly trained volunteers to assist with such tasks as:
shopping, paperwork, maintaining community links,
or perhaps most important of all just sitting with the
client and having a cup of tea and a chat.
Carers’ Support Being an informal carer can be very
stressful and have a huge impact on family life. We can
offer practical and emotional support and advice to carers
throughout South Shropshire. This help and support is
offered through support groups, support phone lines,
newsletters, talks, activities and training sessions.

W
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Artists’ Display Cabinet

Since its recent refurbishment, Mayfair has a display cabinet
in its reception area, opposite the new shop, which is used
to display the work of local artists. A different artist is
featured each month. In March you will be able to see the
fascinating work of Sue Nickless, a local leathersmith.
The photograph shows the cabinet display in January with
the work of Jacqueline Abbott.
If you, or someone you know, is interested in displaying
their work in the cabinet or larger pieces in the Cafe for a
month, please call Sue Wood 722077

Reg’s Ramblings
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Fate An all-time famous rumination is surely Mark Twain’s
“sometimes I sits and thinks and sometimes I just sits.” and
I have a feeling that the thinking to which he refers is a
wondering as to what ‘Fate’ has in store for us.
January 2013
One suspects that this line will lead on to a sort-of ‘safety£100 209		
£50 420
net planning’ as we build up a contingency reserve of courses
of action appropriate to the task of meeting and dealing with
£20
416		
£10 579
all sorts of unexpected emergencies, affecting our daily lives
and welfare. In the case of the male half of the population
it would seem to include safeguarding and protecting one’s family from all possible mishaps and, as far as possible, preempting the vagaries and dangers endemic to everyday living – if you get my meaning!
Reg Heiron
(Eds: note that the opening quote has also been attributed to others, so please, no letters of correction.)

March 2013

Maysi, Co-Co and Carers’ Support advocate for
the frail and vulnerable in our society, always there,
always trying to help, find solutions, signposting the
way. Our local services are gaining recognition and
are being emulated by communities throughout Shropshire
and other parts of the country. All of our services are person Midcounties Co-operative helps Mayfair
raise ‘POTS’ of money
centred, and confidentiality is paramount.
For further information, advice or to make a referral please contact As the result of an idea brought to us by a regular long term
user of the Centre and the generosity of the Midcounties
Dice Buchanan or Jenny Englefield at Mayfair Community
Co-operative, Mayfair Community Centre is able to launch
Centre: 01694 722024 or email maysi@hotmail.co.uk
a new initiative to raise funds.
The Midcounties Co-operative have donated 50 pots of
Housing Support Service
In conjunction with South Shropshire Housing Association, preserves which will be given to people on request (one per
household) so that when the pot is emptied money can be
Mayfair offer a housing support service for those in need
collected in the pot and donated to Mayfair. When we have
of help, advice and support, regardless of their housing
issued the 50 full pots we will continue to distribute empty
situation. We will be offering a drop-in housing support
ones to anyone wishing to save for the Centre in this way.
surgery on the third Friday of each month from 10am –
12noon where you can access advice from a trained Housing Do you have loose change that you could spare, we hope so.
The Pots will only be available at the reception in Mayfair
Support Officer.
from 1st March (remember only the first 50 will be full of
Dates for the following four meetings are as follow;
yummy preserves).
Sue Wood (Trustee)
15th March, 19th April, 17th May and 21st June.

15/02/2013 11:57
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Walks in Montgomeryshire

Cadair Berwyn [3-4 hours. Maps Lr125 or Ex255]

T

his is an exhilarating but strenuous walk from
Llanrhaeadr (Pistyll Rhaeadr) waterfall to Cadair
Berwyn, the high point of the Hafren Circuit.
Rhaeadr Falls (Pistyll Rhaeadr) is, at 240 feet,
the highest waterfall in England and Wales, and
one of the seven wonders of Wales, according to the
rhyme. (Go on, make up your own list!)
Pistyll Rhaeadr and Wrexham’s steeple,
Snowdon’s mountain without the people,
Overton yew trees, St Winifred’s well,
Llangollen bridge and Gresford bells.
From the foot of the Falls, especially on a sunny
day after heavy rain, the glistening torrent hurling itself
under the natural rock arch is awesome. The sight of
the water throwing itself from the mouth of the falls is
well worth the stiff climb to the top of the Falls - but
be careful. There is a pleasant enough tea room back
at the bottom. From the foot of the waterfall I walked
back down the road for about half a mile, turning

March 2013 mag.indd 6
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The Berwyns (said to be named after the brother of the fifth century Celtic saint Brychan), are an area of wild
moorland separating the Dee valley (Llangollen, Corwen, Bala) from the Severn tributaries Vyrnwy and Tanat. They
are also the county boundary between Montgomeryshire and Denbighshire. The Berwyn spine runs from the B4391
Shrewsbury to Bala mountain road to Moel Sych, Cadair Berwyn, Cadair Bronwen and Moel Fferna.
The jewel in the crown is undoubtedly Cadair Berwyn (Berwyn’s Chair), at 2713 feet the high point in the range.
The jagged fortress-like rocks at the summit, above a precipitous rock-strewn escarpment, guard the perfectly formed
glacial lake, Llyn Lluncaws, almost 700 feet below. On a clear day, the views from the summit (best seen from the OS
triangulation point) are stunning.
In 1165 Henry II of England invaded Wales, but was “so oppressed by a mighty tempest of wind and exceeding great
torrents of rain” that he was forced to retreat to England. This was in August!
Seven hundred years later George Borrow had a better experience:
Let anyone who wishes to eat leg of mutton in perfection go to Wales. Certainly I shall never forget that first Welsh leg of
mutton, rich but delicate, replete with juices from the aromatic herbs of the noble Berwyns, cooked to a turn.

March 2013

It is a very strenuous clamber up to the top
from here and should only be attempted on a
fine day. I have been here when a thick mist has
suddenly descended, only to disappear as rapidly
as it came. If you don’t wish to tackle this, return
to the waterfall the way you came.Keeping to the
left of the little lake, I very carefully traced the
steep rocky path at the edge of the precipitous
cliff edge up to the top of the Berwyn ridge. This
is not for those of a nervous disposition!
Once at the top, I turned right, and in about
half a mile reached the rugged summit of Cadair
Berwyn. I stopped to catch my breath and to
admire the view. Continuing along the ridge
separating Montgomeryshire from Denbighshire,
I passed a large roofless stone shelter on my way to
the Ordnance Survey triangulation point. Cadair
Bronwen is a little over a mile away.
I turned back towards and past Cadair
Berwyn, along the ridge, over a couple of stiles, to the
sharp left over a stile to join a well-defined grassy track.
modest pile of stones at Moel Sych, fractionally lower than
This climbs gently, with a good view of the waterfall, and
Cadair Berwyn.With the fence on my left, I walked down
with sheep-pens alongside the turbulent stream below on my
left. After about 1½ miles, (having forked right where another the very steep hill-side, through a gap in the fence, along a
path goes off to the left), the path crosses the stream. The track, rush-lined path to arrive at the top of the waterfall. I turned
aside to look at the falls from the top, very carefully, there
now rougher and boggy in places, shortly arrives on the shore
of picture-postcard Llyn Lluncaws, at the foot of the towering have been fatalities here.Returning to the track, it was a
cliffs of the Berwyns. Mollie enjoyed a frolic in the cold waters, steep drop down to the car park and tea rooms, where I had
David Jandrell
earned a decent cup of tea.
and we both snacked on a good whinberry crop.
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African
Village Connected to Ours
esotho is a small monarchy completely

L

surrounded by the Republic of South Africa.
The picture shows a young Anglican priest
from there, on the Long Mynd in 1989 - unexpected,
perhaps. The explanation is as follows.
In 1952, church-folk in All Stretton spent a
lot of money and energy on improvements to our
building, dedicated to St Michael and All Angels. That
marked 50 years since its consecration in 1902. For
the diamond jubilee in 1962, the hope was to make a
connection with another St Michael’s, with the aim of
helping each other. It happened that two All Stretton
residents (my aunt Norah Spicer, and her friend
Brenda Galloway) had recently been in Africa. They’d
been visiting a childhood friend who had married
John Maund, the Bishop of Basutoland (as it was then
called), and had enjoyed lively worship in one of the
villages - even though raising a few eyebrows by sitting
on a bench for Fallen Women.
Volunteers of Love
The outcome was that through John Maund and All
Stretton church members of the time, a connection was made
between the two churches of St Michael and All Angels; ours in Lesotho, and Bishop John hoped to connect them to
Anglican Sisters in the UK whom he knew; the Community
here and the village church in Mokhotlong in Lesotho, as it
of the Holy Name in Malvern.
soon came to be called (both ‘o’s sound as ‘oo’s).
Apart from the obvious challenges of
language and lifestyle, the two nationalities
have worked well together. All sisters have
equal voting rights, identical costumes
(though the veil is often abandoned by the
English), and actually there are now slightly
more black than white faces.
We get wonderful Thank You letters
for help sent (how would we manage if
asked to write in their Sesotho?). We have,
for example, heard from the splendid Sister
Malefu, in the centre of the second picture.
She leads the Volunteers of Love, having
got herself trained as a nurse so as to meet
the needs of villagers in very remote places.
Envisage her setting out, on foot, with her bag
ready to do injections and First Aid. HIV/
AIDS is widespread there, and many children
Rev and Mrs Khang on the Long Mynd
are brought up by grandparents. People are very poor.
Over the years, regular gifts have been exchanged; we
The Christian message has to go along with some very
have prayed for each other and kept in touch, and there have hands-on assistance. Sister Monica Jane, who preached in
been a few visits in both directions. The Lesotho priest in the All Stretton last October, clearly found it quite a challenge
picture was over here studying in 1989, and he and his wife, to walk the kind of distances her African Sisters are used to.
a trained nurse, were able to come to Shropshire. In 1999,
The Bishop had a horse!
four All Stretton people (Don and Maureen Clow, Annie
David Morris
Cockburn and Mervyn Williams) paid a memorable visit to
Lesotho.
Money, as was appropriate, went more from us to them
“Spinning the Spokes”
than the other way. Unfortunately, church administration
over there became very chaotic, and around ten years ago
he next meeting of Shropshire Literary Society will
people in All Stretton became unsure that money going to
take place on Monday 11th March, at 7.30 p.m. in
Mokhotlong was actually being used for their St Michael’s,
Church Stretton Library, when Brian Heeley will be
and also, just whom to send it to. So in the last few years we talking about “Literary Adventures on a Bicycle”.
have been supporting the hospital there, and also a particular
At the Society’s AGM on 28th January, Thelma
project of the Sisters of the Community of the Holy Name,
Thompson was elected as Chair for one more year, with
the Volunteers of Love.
David Howard as Vice-Chairman and Secretary, Julian
The connection also goes back to 1962. There was a
Smith as Treasurer (until July 2013, to be succeeded by
small party of African nuns who up to that time had been
Russell Rumbol), and Ann Heeley as Social Secretary.
part of a South African community. They had been kept
The 2013-14 programme will be the 20th season in the
separate, following the laws of Apartheid, never practised
Society’s history, and plans are afoot to mark the occasion.
David Howard, Secretary
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Shropshire Literary Society
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Letters
Dog Fouling on Wetland Walk

not go amiss. If churches were more ready to
deal with the log in their own eye, they could
see more clearly to offer criticism of others.
Martin Stone

Trivia Corner No 112 by Ken Willis

‘Olivet to Calvary’

By JH Maunder
St Andrew’s Choir, augmented by singers from other choirs
in the Benefice, will be performing this well-known Easter
Cantata at St Andrew’s Church, Hope Bowdler on
Good Friday, 29th March at 7.30pm
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Strettondale PPG

A day in the life... The next Open Evening will be on
17th April 2013 at the Silvester Horne Institute at 7pm.
Our main speaker will be Dr Digby Bennett, who will
describe a typical day in the life of a GP and explain how
general practice in England is funded. Refreshments will
be available from 6.30pm.
A plea from the Medical Practice regarding routine
blood tests: please be aware that the surgery carries out
blood tests for cancer patients prior to chemotherapy.
These patients are very vulnerable to infection, so, if you
are unwell and may be infectious, please re-book your
routine blood appointment. Thank you.
Sue Hockaday

StRETTON FOCUS

1. How is Sir Percy Blakeney better known?
2. Who succeeded Gerhard Schroder as German
Chancellor in 2005?
3. Who is Dick Grayson’s secret identity?
4. Who was the husband of Desdemona?
5. Who lived in the village of St Mary Mead?

March 2013

As part of the Ley Gardens and Lawley Close
development a wetland was built for use by
As a regular reader of Focus I never cease
the Church Stretton Community. It is an ideal
to marvel at the high standards you maintain.
looped walk for dog walkers, who we welcome,
Focus is really good value for money. I always
but sadly there are some dog owners among the
look forward to the first Friday of the month
users who constantly allow their dogs (often
and I have hardly ever been disappointed.
large dogs) to foul the pathways making it very
However, can I make a plea for a more
unpleasant for anyone walking there.
generous attitude to the letters page?
We would implore all dog walkers to be
When you receive a letter criticising named
considerate and clean up after their dogs, thus
people it would be helpful to notify the ‘culprit’
allowing everyone the opportunity to enjoy this space.
and allow that person to reply openly in the same issue, even
The Residents of Ley Gardens and Lawley Close. if that means holding both letters till the next month. There
have been instances recently where the criticism has been
That’s what CRBs are designed to do…
founded on an over-hasty reading. Your contributors have a
I am surprised that anyone would try to make a link
right to defend themselves against criticism, especially when
between sexual liberation for consenting adults, and Jimmy
it derives from a not very careful reading of the original
Savile’s disgusting past as a predatory paedophile (Anglican
words.
Voice, Stretton Focus, January 2013). To do so confuses two
Ruth Davies
very different issues.
Various churches have long had an interest in what goes Skatepark Update
where when adult couples get intimate with each other. The
I wanted to give an update about progress of the plan to
Anglican church currently says it is OK for its bishops to be develop a new skatepark facility in Church Stretton.
in a homosexual relationship, so long as they are celibate.
We have started consulting with local residents and with
The Roman Catholic church persists with its ban on clergy
pupils at Church Stretton School to gain an insight into what
marrying and doesn’t allow them to have sex at all.
type of facility they would like to see at the Church Stretton
If paedophile activity were prevented by being more
Park. We have had some great feedback and enthusiasm from
proscriptive about sex within adult relationships, then
these consultations and already some fantastic design ideas.
churches with their restrictions on what bishops and priests
It is hoped that the new skatepark will be concrete to stand
may or may not do in the bedroom would have a spotless
the test of time, and that the design will be carefully thought
reputation in regards to child abuse. Sadly, the converse is
out to appeal to younger beginners, and also to allow the
true. The BBC has had a handful of paedophile employees,
progression of skills of more experienced users. We will be
including the prolific serial offender Savile. But, tragically,
taking as much time as needed to get the best result.
churches have had thousands. And while the BBC has been
We are planning to consult with a skatepark company in
quick to launch a full, independent and very public enquiry, the very near future to consolidate design ideas and produce
church leaders have too often tried to hush it all up and move some costing. The dates for this will be published on our
people to other appointments where they often abuse again.
facebook page, SY6 Skatepark. It’s likely to be expensive
It is these sorts of abuses that have led to what the
and raising the funds could take up to a year, but it will be
Anglican Voice article calls the ‘CRB industry’. Yes, the
worth it! Once we have confirmed our preferred design, we
knowledge that someone’s criminal past will be disclosed
will explore funding from a number of avenues including the
does discourage some people from volunteering for jobs
Town Council and Shropshire Council; both have been very
where they would have access to children. That is what CRB supportive of our ideas to produce a great new skatepark.
checks are designed to do, and most people would say it is a
There will be plenty more information in the coming
very good thing too.
months and we will be pleased to hear from anybody wishing
There’s no suggestion that the churches locally
to be involved in this project. We can be contacted on
have a problem in this regard. But a bit of humility in
sy6skatepark@gmail.com - or you can visit our facebook page.
acknowledging the poor record of churches nationally would
Helen Chapman, Treasurer, SY6 Skatepark group.
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Parents’ Corner

T

he month of March of course brings Easter –
soapy water, then rinse. Cook the eggshells in a bowl in the
time for the Easter Bunny’s visit and the giving of microwave for 1½ minutes on medium, or bake in a hot oven
eggs to mark new life. It’s definitely a fun time of for 5 minutes.
year for children!
Heat the milk, cream and chocolate in a pan over a low
Easter Events
heat, stirring until smooth. Beat the two egg yolks, sugar and
On 23rd March, Park Hall in Oswestry is celebrating
cornflour together in a bowl, then pour onto the chocolate,
Easter on the farm with cute chicks, cuddly bunnies along
stirring well. While still over the heat, stir the mixture
with other farmyard favourites with the Great Egg Hunt
constantly until custard-like. Tip into a jug and pour, while
taking place in the hay bales. Adults and children can gain
hot, into the eggshells. Serve warm or cold.
all day entrance for £7.45. Find out more by calling 01691
Eggshell Mosaic
671123 or visiting their website www.parkhallfarm.co.uk.
Next time you bake a cake or use eggs for cooking, don’t
From 29th March – 1st April, you can join the
throw away the shells - use them to create a lovely eggshell
residents of Blists Hill Victorian Town as they celebrate
mosaic picture! You will need: egg shells, food colouring,
Easter. You can take part in the ‘hunt-the-chick’ competition paper, glue, a pen. Wash the egg shells carefully and remove
and have a go at all the activities in the workshops. There
as much of the membrane as you can. Once you have
is also an Easter bonnet Parade, so you will need to be sure
decided on the design of the mosaic, soak the egg shells at
to take yours along! The event runs from 10am to 5pm at
least overnight in appropriate coloured food colouring (the
the Victorian Town in Ironbridge. You can call for more
longer you leave them the deeper the colour). When the egg
information on 01952 433424.
shells are the right colour, dry them on kitchen paper.
Make some Chocolate Custard Eggs
Draw your picture on a large sheet of paper. Choose
You will need: 8 eggs, 150ml milk,
one colour of egg shells and paint all the areas that you want
142ml carton double cream, 75g plain
to be that colour with glue and stick the broken shells on.
chocolate, broken into pieces, 25g
Repeat one colour at a time until your picture is finished!
golden caster sugar, ½ tsp cornflour
Make a Flower Crown
Have two bowls ready. Lightly tap
Make a pretty flowery crown from a paper plate and
one egg – at the pointed end – onto
paper flowers. These are fun to use either to celebrate Spring
one of the bowls to gently crack
or Easter. You will need: a paper plate, coloured tissue
the shell. Then peel off just the top.
paper, paint, markers or crayons, scissors, glue, glitter, crepe
Holding the egg over one bowl, gently
paper or other ribbons. Cut a slit through the centre of the
shake out the egg white, then shake
paper plate, leaving about an inch at the edges of the plate.
out the egg yolk into the second bowl.
Cut three more slits. Bend the triangles formed by the cuts
Repeat this with one more egg. Break the remaining eggs as
upwards, forming leaf-like shapes. Paint the crown light
before, but shake out both the egg yolks and whites into the green (or use markers or crayons to decorate it). Let the paint
first bowl with the two other egg whites. You will need only 2 dry. Cut out some tissue paper flowers for your hat and glue
egg yolks to make the custard so you can use the contents of them to the crown. If you prefer, you can make decorated
the first bowl for scrambled eggs! Wash the shells in very hot, paper eggs instead of the flowers.
Zoe Keeling
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More Singers Annual Concert for Passiontide

Photo Quiz - Where is it?
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“Music for Passiontide and St Patrick” – The More Singers present their annual Passiontide
concert on Saturday 16th March at 7.30pm in Church Stretton’s United Reformed Church,
conducted by Kathryn Burningham.
Entrance to the concert is free but a retiring collection will be donated to the charity
Herefordshire Headway.
The concert will include a performance of ‘Die Sieben Worte Unsers Lieben Erlösers’ (‘The
Seven Last Words of Christ on the Cross’) by Heinrich Schütz (1585 -1672) with soloists from
within the choir, accompanied by Dr John Godwin.
The eve of St Patrick’s day will be celebrated with
beautiful choral music by Charles Wood (1866-1926)
and C.V.Stanford (1852-1924) as well as with viola solos
February’s
‘A Celtic Air’ and the favourite Celtic ‘Ashokan Farewell’
photograph was
performed by talented young local musician Phoebe Rees,
taken of the wellstudent at the Royal Academy of Music in London.
known wallbehind
In addition to their concert activities this term, the More
McCartney’s
Singers will sing choral evensong at St George’s Church,
Clun at 4pm on Saturday 2nd March, featuring music by
Richard Ayleward, Thomas Morley, Stanford and Wood. All
are welcome.
The More Singers are always interested to hear
from singers who would like to join the choir. For more
Photographs by Nigel Strachan
information about this or any of their concerts, please
contact Ann Etches on 01694 723266.
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Message from the Mayor

Dear Residents,
I take this opportunity to inform you of my intention not to stand at the Town Council May Elections. The past 6
years on Council, 2 years as Deputy Mayor, the last year as Mayor, have certainly been interesting, and have shown me the
concern, aspirations, and feelings from the residents, which are most important in this community.
During the past year, I have tried to bring about some harmony in the community, whilst supporting the needs of all
the traders wherever possible in their attempts to increase business development, and have appreciated the thanks that have
been conveyed to me. Due to the way certain grants and monies have been allocated, it is somewhat difficult at times to
satisfy everyone’s wish list, but we do try to be thoughtful in our decisions.
Along with our Town Clerk, Christine Harvey, we have established a good working relationship with Shropshire
Council. This has been endorsed by Church Stretton having been chosen as the ‘Strategic Commissioning Prototype’ for the
County (see section under Community Matters).
It will be sad to leave the Town Council where the staff, along with several hardworking Councillors, have been very
supportive, but family matters have now prompted this decision.
My last official meeting will be the Annual Assembly (SHI- Main Hall) on the 23rd April, at which many recent
issues on Sam/Dev, commissioning etc, will be explained. All residents will be welcomed at this informal event prior to the
election of a new Council in May.
Tom Beaumont

Liberty House Official Opening

O

n Saturday 26th January the recently completed
refurbishment of 46 High Street was uncovered. The
cutting of the ribbon and official opening of Liberty
House Interiors and Kitchens was kindly performed by Cllr Tom
Beaumont, Mayor of Church Stretton, and this was followed by a
Champagne reception.
The whole day was a huge success and owner Wendy Gough
would like to pass on her thanks to everyone who came along,
especially Mayor Tom Beaumont; the wonderful people of Church
Stretton; local artist Rob Leckey and window designer Janice Leckey;
Malcolm Shaw and our suppliers. Without your help and support
this day would not have been possible. We look forward to being of
service to the community in the future.
Amongst the many visitors on the day were Mr and Mrs Peter
Earthy who some of you may remember, owned the shop between
1979 and 1986, as a photographers. Prior to this we believe that the
shop was a chemist for a number of years and the room to the rear
was the consultation room of a Dr GOUGH - no relation but, a bit
spooky!
Wendy Gough, Liberty House Interiors

StRETTON FOCUS March 2013

Photo: ‘A cut above the rest!’ Cllr Tom Beaumont
makes a fitting gesture at the opening event.

Rotary In Church Stretton

R

otary, with a million members worldwide, is an
international organisation that gives support to
people in countries experiencing disasters and
financial support to international good causes such as the
‘Polio Plus’ a campaign to eliminate polio throughout
the world. The project was recently featured in a Richard
Dimbleby lecture given by Bill Gates (Microsoft).
Local schools, youth and other organisations and local charities benefit
every year from the work of the Rotary Club of Church Stretton.
Two of our popular and long term fund raising events are at Christmas
time with the ‘Tree of Light’ and ‘Carols in the Square’, which last year raised
over £4,000, much of which was donated to regular beneficiaries Hope House
Children’s Hospice, Severn Hospice and the Air Ambulance in Shropshire.
John Corfield on 01694 722473
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Much Wenlock
Male Voice Choir

Musical Director – Paul Kelly
Accompanist – David Fisher
Church Stretton School Theatre
Saturday 2nd March at 7.30pm
Tickets: £6 (inc light refreshments)
from Church Stretton Rotarians,
Burway Books, John Thomas (florist)
or Wrights Estate Agents
Proceeds to Rotary and local charities

15/02/2013 11:57
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Please note the following
date for your diary…
EASTER BINGO
Saturday March 16th
Rushbury village hall
5.30pm for 6.00pm

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

W

e would like to
acknowledge the
generous support
we have had from the local
community which is greatly
appreciated. Thank You to…
Nichola Carriss for kindly giving us the use
of the Function Room at Eaton Manor Estate
as the venue for our Christmas Lunch which
was enjoyed by all who came. Also thanks to
Edward Potter and his team at Oak Apple
Catering who cooked and served the excellent
meal.
Lynwen and John Gott and their team from
Berry’s. Berry’s served mince pies and mulled
wine at the Christmas Eve carol singing in
The Square. They raised the magnificent sum
of £400 which has been kindly donated to our
group. Thank you Berry’s for your generosity.
We would also like to take this opportunity
to congratulate Berry’s on winning the ‘Eat
Local’ award from the Shropshire Hills
Sustainable Business Scheme.
Church Stretton Consolidated Charities for
a generous donation of £250. The Charity is
administered by the Town Council and the
Trustees are all local people.
All those who supported & helped at our
Christmas Bazaar which raised nearly £500.

StRETTON FOCUS
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T

he Friends of Rushbury School
organise many fundraising events
for our School. Members of the
Friends are always keen to hear from parents,
grandparents and friends from the local
community who wish to help or who would
like to attend one of our meetings to see
what is involved. If you would like to know
more about the work of the Friends, or
would like to receive copies of the “Friends
of Rushbury” minutes, please contact Helen
Morgan (Secretary) at: helen@morgan778.
orangehome.co.uk

March 2013

Homes Behaving Badly
On Wednesday 20th March Stretton Climate Care presents a talk
by Dr Tina Holt. Dr Holt is Sustainability Consultant for the Homes
Behaving Badly (HOBSS) project, which was launched in January 2012
as part of Transition West Bridgford.
The HOBBS project was run in collaboration with eco-champion
Penney Poyzer and green architect Gil Schalom. Together they ran
workshops for householders, encouraging them to become their
own energy experts. The report on the project gives householders an
introduction to low, medium and high cost efficiency savings in the
home, with a set of 8 local exemplar case studies. (It can be downloaded
for free from www.ecohousenet.co.uk).
Dr Holt will give case studies comparing the relative impacts of
zero cost to high cost energy saving options in different kinds of house.
She will also show how to overcome the barriers, such as knowledge
or finance, so that people can make significant energy saving home
improvements. This is a wonderful opportunity to hear, from an expert,
practical examples of how we can cut both costs and CO2 emissions.
The meeting will be held at the Methodist Church, Church
Stretton, and starts at 7.30 p.m. Entry is free.
Launch of “green deal”
On 28th January, the Government launched its new energy-saving
initiatives, the Green Deal and the Energy Company Obligation. These
are designed to help people make their homes more energy efficient
at no upfront cost. Forty-five energy saving measures are eligible for
finance, including solid and cavity wall insulation, loft and room-in-roof
insulation, heating improvements, and low energy lighting.
The finance comes from the savings that you make on your energy
bills; there is a Golden Rule, which states that you should not pay more
than the savings, and in the meantime you will have a warmer, more
energy efficient house. If funding is not sufficient through the Green
Deal, help with more expensive improvements is available through the
Energy Company Obligation (ECO).There are additional ECO funds
for households on qualifying benefits.
The following link to the government website will allow you to
find out further information: https://www.uk/green-deal-energy-savingmeasures, or telephone 0300 123 1234.
These are early days for the scheme, but Stretton Climate Care
recognizes the potential benefits of these initiatives. We will be
assessing what is a suitable approach for us to take in advising the local
community. We must stress that you should only use officially accredited
individuals and bodies.
There is a special short-term free offer for private landlords available
through the Marches Energy Agency, telephone 01743 277124. Stretton
Climate Care has provided a fuller explanation and advice on its website:
www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk
If you would like further advice, please ring Mike Hymas on 0752
849 3181.
And in the meantime: Would you like Cheaper Energy Bills?
A new organisation formed by a consortium of interested non-profit
organisations will seek tenders from energy companies on behalf of
anyone who registers on their web site. There will be no obligation by
registering your interest. You would only choose to switch tariffs if the
new offer is of benefit to you. This offer will also include prepayment
tariffs. You need to register your interest by 31st March 2013 at www.
cheaperenergytogether.org
If you don’t use email, please telephone 0800 666 8811
For more information and advice, contact Mike Hymas on 0752
849 3181.
David Howard Press and Publicity Officer, Stretton Climate Care 722904
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Anglican Voice

New Life!

StRETTON FOCUS March 2013

S

pring is the season of new life.
Already as I write, daffodils are
coming up, new life is appearing. What happens
in creation matches what God does in the new
creation!
People think of Good Friday as being a sad
day and so it was, but it is also a day of good news.
Christians believe that because Jesus was crucified so
all our wrongs could be forgiven we can have a fresh
start, know God’s forgiveness and receive His love into
our hearts as a free gift. We don’t have to earn it just
receive it! Our Good Friday meditation is from 2-3pm
on Friday 29th.
People also disparagingly call Church Stretton or
certain parts of it ‘God’s Waiting Room’! Yet if Jesus
did rise from the dead then we have hope for what lies
ahead.
Some try to reduce the resurrection of Jesus to
being just a parable, yet either He did rise from the
dead, so that His body was no longer in the tomb, or
He did not. We do have to decide what happened to
His body. And if He did not rise, how come nobody
produced the body? Christianity stands or falls over
this historical claim! Do join us on Easter Sunday,
March 31st, at any of our services to ponder these
things further.
Prayer to a risen Lord can be very enriching. To
this end we hold a Prayer Event most 1st Sundays in
the month called Going Deeper, led by our curate,
Suzan Williams. Why not drop in on Sunday March
3rd any time between 6 and 7.15pm. There will be
songs from the front, and a few prayers, then folks can
either pray with others or sit quietly or go to various
prayer stations around the church.
A much noisier event is Pit Stop, aimed at
families, though anybody can come, in the Parish
centre from 3-5pm on Sunday March 10th. This
is also Mothering Sunday, a theme which will be
particularly followed at 11.05am at St. Laurence’s and
10.30am at St. Michael’s, All Stretton. Please book
with Suzan as we finish with a high tea.
We have now renovated the toilets in the Parish
Centre as well as transforming the kitchen. Our team
of 3 worked very hard indeed over 4 weeks to achieve
this, charging only for materials so we owe them a
great debt of gratitude. It does make the Parish Centre
so much more welcoming with improvements also
to the two main upstairs rooms. The toilets also have
heating in them. We did find that the disabled toilet
is smaller than desirable. We are planning to put an
extension on the front of St.Laurence’s to provide
a proper toilet for the disabled, plus baby changing
facilities, with another toilet, a coffee and refreshment
point, and a creche, as parents like to have their
babies under the same roof as them when in church.
There will also be display areas and a number of
other benefits, which have been outlined at two open
meetings already and we intend to keep consulting.
My own experience of building projects is that
regeneration breeds regeneration - new life coming to
all aspects of the work of the Anglican Parish here!
Happy Easter!
Richard Hill

March 2013 mag.indd 12

Local Award
Winners!
Celebrating sustainable projects in the
Shropshire Hills

C

ongratulations to the winners of the Shropshire Hills
Sustainable Business Scheme Awards which were
announced last week.
Three of the five winning business came from Church Stretton;
Berry’s Coffee House, Mike Russell Garden Design and National
Trust, Carding Mill Valley.
• Berry’s won the ‘Where to eat’ category,
• Mike Russell Garden Design won in the ‘Local Services’
category, and
• Carding Mill Valley in the ‘Where to go’ category.
Well done to all.
The Shropshire Hills Sustainable Business Scheme has been
running for five years and members pledge to become more
sustainable by working towards reducing their impact on the
environment, enhancing wildlife and landscape, involving local
people and visitors and supporting the local economy.
A number of other Church Stretton businesses are members of
the scheme including Acorn Wholefood Café, Jemima’s Kitchen,
Plush Hill Cycles, Secret Hills Walking and a number of local
B & B’s, including the Long Mynd Hotel. All these businesses
will have their sustainability pledge on their wall, so pop in and
take a look and find out what they are up to locally.
More details about the Shropshire Hills Sustainable Business
Scheme, the members and benefits of joining can be found at
www.shropshirehills-buylocal.co.uk or contact Jodie Griffith,
Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership Project Officer on 01588
674090.

Sustainable Business Scheme Award winners,
from left: Elizabeth Ronan, Magnolia B&B,
Kate Pearce, Hobsons Brewery,
Lynwen Gott, Berry’s Coffee House,
Peter Carty and Chris Stratton, National Trust, Carding Mill Valley
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Flicks in the Sticks
Church Stretton
‘Untouchable’ (15) Monday 4th March.
(Showing as part of the ‘Borderlines’ film festival)
The second most successful film of all time at
France’s box office, Untouchable charts an unlikely
friendship between wealthy, middle-aged tetraplegic
Philippe (François Cluzet - Tell No One) and povertystricken Driss (Omar Sy - Micmacs), that starts when
Driss is hired as Philippe’s live-in carer. Expanding each
other’s horizons, they show each other that there are
different ways to live. It’s a heartening sign that this
moving film has done so well in France, where the divide
between rich and ghettoised poor in the banlieu is often
pronounced (and was the cause of the 2005 riots in Paris
and beyond).
Church Stretton School. Doors open at 7pm for
a 7.30pm showing. Entry £4 and £2. Refreshments
available, before and at half-time. Comfortable seating,
new improved sound quality and easy car parking at
the School, as usual. Enquiries to Eric Brown on 01694
724330.
Hope Bowdler
‘Anna Karenina’ (12) Wednesday 13th March.
This is the 2012 version of the story, adapted by
Tom Stoppard. Trapped in a loveless marriage, Anna falls
for the charming Count Vronsky, however the inevitable
consequences finally lead to a tragic conclusion. Starring
Kiera Knightly, Jude Law and Aaron Johnson.
Home-made refreshments during the interval. Hope
Bowdler Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets £4 (£2 for the
under-sixteens).
All Stretton
‘Ginger and Rosa’ (12) Friday 15th March.
Sally Potter’s latest film is an evocative and
beautifully shot portrait of post-war Britain, as seen
through the eyes of Elle Fanning’s impressionable young
teenager. She plays Ginger, who finds herself increasingly
estranged from her mother (Christina Hendricks) and
drawn further into the world of her pacifist and antinuclear activist father (Alessandro Nivola). However,
her friendship with the fiery Rosa (Alice Englert) is

Scrappies News

Open on Wednesday, 11am – 7pm; Thursday, 10am – 4pm;
Saturday, 10am – 2pm
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up for you. Acceptable items are clean
and reusable clothes, belts, bags, shoes,
sheets, blankets and curtains.
Finally, we have had a windfall of
water-based paint! We have dozens
of 485ml bottles in lots of different
colours and are selling them for the bargain price of 75p a
bottle. First come, first served!
For further information on Scrappies, and any of the
events listed above, check our website and Facebook page.
Scrappies, Lutwyche Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6AT
01694 722511 info@scrappies.org www.scrappies.org

March 2013

A

s we look forward to spring, Easter and school
holidays, it is time to let you know about the children’s
workshops that will be held over the Easter holidays.
We have not run any children’s workshops recently as we felt
our workroom was not really up to scratch. However, this
has now had a refit and we are ready to go! At present, we
are planning four workshops to be held on Thursday, 4th
April and Thursday, 11th April 2013. The morning sessions
from 10.30am to 12.30pm will be for 5 – 10 year olds and
the afternoon sessions from 1.30pm to 3.30pm will be for
11+ years. Booking and pre-payment for the workshops is
essential. Please contact us for further information.
Still with spring in mind, if you are having a bit of
a clear out and getting rid of any clothing and bedding
then please think of Scrappies. We are having our next
‘Bag2School’ collection on 24th April. This will be our third
collection and it has proved very profitable in the past as well
as ensuring old clothing and bedding is reused rather than
just being thrown away. You can pick up plastic bags from
Scrappies or just bring your items in and we will bag them

severely tested by his unconventional lifestyle and their
relationship threatens to explode like the bomb that
threatens them all... The result is a passionate, moving
and intelligent examination of political and personal
responsibility, portrayed in exquisite detail by some of
the greatest acting and directing talents.
All Stretton Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets: £4.
Interval refreshments and comfy chairs!
Acton Scott
‘The Imposter’ (15) Tuesday 5th March
This film is being screened as part of the
‘Borderlines’ film festival.
In 1994, 13 year-old Nicholas Barclay disappears
from his home in Texas. Three years later he is found in
Spain, disorientated and quivering with fear. His family
is overjoyed to bring him home. But all is not what it
seems. Whilst he bears many of the same distinguishing
marks and tattoos, the boy looks decidedly different
and now speaks with a strange accent. Why doesn’t the
family seem to notice these glaring inconsistencies? It’s
only when an investigator starts asking questions that
this astonishing true story takes an even stranger turn.
Directed by Bart Layton and starring Frederic Bourdin
and Adam O’Brian.
‘Sightseers’ (15) Tuesday 26th March.
Chris (Steve Oram) wants to show Tina (Alice Lowe)
his world and he wants to do it his way - on a journey
through the British Isles in his beloved Abbey Oxford
caravan. Tina has led a sheltered life and there are
things that Chris needs her to see - the Crich Tramway
Museum; the Ribblehead Viaduct; the Keswick Pencil
Museum and the rolling countryside that accompanies
these wonders in his life. But it doesn’t take long for
the dream to fade. Litterbugs, noisy teenagers and prebooked caravan sites, not to mention Tina’s meddling
mother, soon conspire to shatter Chris’s dreams and send
him, and anyone who rubs him up the wrong way, over a
very jagged edge...!
Acton Scott Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets on the
door £4, and £2 for anyone in full-time education.
Enquiries to 01694 781260.
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Birdlife in Your Garden

B

ritish Trust for Ornithology (BTO) Garden
BirdWatch (GBW) observations reveal that one of our
most colourful, eye-catching and unmistakable birds
is about twice as likely to be spotted in Shropshire gardens
as in gardens elsewhere in the British Isles. That bird is the
Bullfinch. The male is spectacular, with a reddish-pink breast

orchards. Mass culling is of doubtful value, however, and a
study in Herefordshire established that it had no effect on
the size of the local population of Bullfinches. Adult birds
will also take insects during the nesting season to provide a
protein source for growing nestlings.
Bullfinches are sedentary birds and are relatively nonterritorial. They frequently leave their nest area to
find food and I have seen two male birds sharing a
feeder during the breeding season with no aggressive
behaviour. Unlike Chaffinches, they rarely flock (but
are more likely to be seen in pairs or small family
groups) and tend not to feed on the ground.
In addition to gardens, Bullfinches favour scrub,
woodlands (especially edges), orchards, parks and
hedgerows, where the female creates a nest of twigs,
roots and moss, often in dense shrubs and conifers,
laying the first clutch in April. There may be two or
three broods in a season.
Unfortunately, Bullfinch numbers in the UK
have dropped 62% in the past 35-40 years. It is not
known exactly the reasons for this decline but changes
in the composition of woodlands and the removal
and excessively-frequent trimming of hedgerows have
been implicated in depriving these birds of both food
Caption: A male Bullfinch on a garden seed feeder. Could this be the sources and nest sites. They adapt well to bird feeders,
most exotic-looking native bird? The white rump is often seen as the bird however, where their numbers have been increasing
is flying away (Photo: John Harding, BTO Library).
rapidly, and are particularly fond of sunflower hearts.
By offering such foods and by providing trees and
and cheeks, an ash-grey back, a black cap,
tail and wings and a white rump and wing
bars. The bill is black or very dark grey
and stout. The female’s plumage pattern
is the same but the pink is replaced by
greyish-buff and the grey of the back has
a slightly brown tone. Juvenile birds are
similar to the females but are less smartly
patterned and lack the black cap. All are
bulky, rotund and ‘neckless’ which, with
their heavy bills, gives them a front-heavy
appearance. This is believed to be the
origin of the ‘bull’ prefix in their name,
which they share with other front-heavy
creatures like bulldogs and bullfrogs, as
well as the eponymous bovine.
So exotic-looking is the male that
it is frequently mistaken for an escaped
cage bird by those who have not seen one
before. Indeed, Bullfinches were once
kept as pets in times past because of their Caption: A Bullfinch pair at the nest with young. Garden shrubs and trees provide
valuable nesting locations for this species. (Photo: John Harding, BTO Library)
beauty and sweet, quiet, melancholy song.
Like other finches, their diet is largely
vegetarian. In the autumn and winter this consists of the
shrubs for nest sites and shelter, you can assist in the recovery
seeds and berries of dock, nettle, bramble, hawthorn, birch
of this beautiful bird.
and ash, the latter being a source of some conservation
John Arnfield
concern with the onset of ash dieback disease. Bullfinches
are also partial to tree buds in spring, including hawthorn,
The author is BTO Ambassador for the GBW scheme
blackthorn and sallow, as well as the buds of fruit trees,
in southern Shropshire and is available to speak to local
although they favour specific varieties of fruit (for example,
organisations on GBW, as well as answering questions on
Morello cherries and the Conference and Williams pears)
garden birds and feeding. New members of GBW receive a
and will spurn the buds of other types. This dietary
free book on joining, either Garden Birds and Wildlife or
preference has put them into conflict with commercial fruit Gardening for Birdwatchers. Please contact John on (01694)
growers and, in the past, thousands were killed each year in
724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.edu to find out more!
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Church Stretton Tree Group
Caring for God’s Acre
Trees and churchyards have a long association. Yew
trees, for example, are probably the oldest living things in
Britain with around 600 veteran yews in the UK growing in
churchyards.
The next
meeting of the
Tree Group will be
an illustrated talk
by Sue Cooper the
manager of the
Caring for God’s
Acre (CfGA)
charity based in
Craven Arms, on
Wednesday 27th
March at 7.30pm.
CfGA began as a
pilot scheme in
the Shropshire
Hills Area of
Outstanding
Natural Beauty
(AONB) in
1997. In May
Ancient yew at Much Marcle,
2000 it became
Herefordshire
an independent
charity, extending
its geographical area to cover the Diocese of Hereford. Due
to the growing demand for its support CfGA amended their
constitution in 2008 to allow work outside the Hereford
Diocese. It also extended its remit, continuing with its initial
focus on nature conservation within churchyards and burial
grounds, by developing a commitment to lifelong learning,
a greater understanding of the built environment and of
the role of churchyards in tourism. The approach of the
organisation has been to encourage local interest groups such
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Ratlinghope churchyard
as schools, history and wildlife groups, and individuals to
become involved in community projects based on these sites.
Each year there are training courses and events to give
people the skills they need to care for their churchyards,
whether this involves managing trees and hedges, repairing
walls, or undertaking botanical surveys or creating new
habitats. The talk will give an overview of the work of CfGA
and a flavour of some of their different projects such as the
Sacred Sites of South Shropshire. There are many special
trees in churchyards and some famous examples in South
Shropshire, including the Norbury Yew, which we are sure
to hear something about. Sue has worked on the project for
many years and has a great knowledge and enthusiasm for
churchyards so it promises to be a fascinating evening. The
talk takes place at Church Stretton Methodist Church Hall
and the meeting is open to all.
Hilary Hymas
Chair, Church Stretton Tree Group

Church Stretton Conservation Area
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www.churchstretton.co.uk.
If you wish to comment on the proposals you can do so
via post, email, or come along to the meeting (details below).
We are holding an informal ‘drop in’ information
evening on Thursday 21st March 2013 between 4.30pm and
7.30pm at The Silvester Horne Institute, please feel free to
pop in to discuss further or ask questions. We will not be
holding a formal presentation, however documents will be
available in larger formats and there will be members of our
team to answer questions and discuss the consultation.
The consultation period for the proposed extension will
end on Friday 19th April 2013.
Please be aware that this consultation is NOT linked to
the SAMDEV consultation and we will not be discussing
any of the issues related to that.
If you would like copies of the maps, or you know of
residents who are included in the proposed boundaries
who have not received a copy of any documents, or if you
have any further questions please contact the Historic
Environment Team at Shropshire Council: historic.
environment@shropshire.gov.uk 01743 252586.

March 2013

Proposed Extension 2013
A survey was undertaken in 2009 which proposed
extensions to the existing Conservation Area of Church
Stretton. The Historic Environment Team at Shropshire
Council is now undertaking consultation of these areas.
Conservation Areas and extensions are designated to
preserve and enhance the special architectural and historic
interest of an area. More information on Conservation Areas
and how it may affect your property can be found on the
Shropshire Councils website (search Conservation Areas).
Properties within the proposed areas have received by
post a letter and leaflet identifying the proposed extension
and information relating to the consultation. Groups and
organisations within the town have also been consulted directly.
Leaflets have been prepared which identify areas
covered by the Conservation Area and a draft outline of the
proposed areas which may be included. This is a draft map
and is open to suggestions. You can view these leaflets by
visiting the Conservation Areas section of the Shropshire
Council website: www.shropshire.gov.uk. There is also
a link from the Church Stretton Town Council website:
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Site Allocations and Management of Development
(SAMDev) Plan
In order to meet the requirements of Shropshire Council
to identify suitable sites and number of houses allocated
for build between 2011-2026, the Town Council formed
a SAMDev Working Group, made up of town councillors,
local residents, AONB, Civic Society. The group has met
several times to try and forge a way forward towards a
satisfactory solution to satisfy the required 200 minimum
against the maximum of 500.
When the 38 properties on the second phase of Ley
Gardens (Ashbrook) have been completed in 2014 this will
achieve 203 properties (of which 63% have been affordable).
In addition it has been estimated that 60 windfall sites
would come forward up to 2026. However, by the end of
2013 the number of windfall sites has already reached 40
plus (thus giving 65 – 70% of that 2026 requirement).
Recommendations from the Working Group were
submitted to Church Stretton Town Council at the February
Council Meeting to enable it to make firm recommendations
to Shropshire Council. Full details will be posted on the
Town Website.
2013/14 budget
Last year (2012/13), having lost its outdoor grant from
Shropshire Council (£23½k) the Town Council had to
reluctantly raise its element of the council tax by 9.7% (an
increase of 20 pence per week for a Band D property).
For the financial year 2013/14, the Town Council was
on course to complete a nil increase. However, as from
April 2013, Central Government has changed the way
Council Tax Benefits will work and so Shropshire Council
is expected to manage Council Tax Benefit directly through
a localised scheme, but there are insufficient funds to meet
the expected cost. In order to operate this change, billing
authorities have been instructed to reduce the Council Tax
taxbase by the amount of Council Tax Benefit being claimed.
Shropshire Council has therefore analysed where benefits
are claimed; how many in each Parish and adjusted the
Council Tax taxbase for each parish accordingly. The effect
on Church Stretton Parish is that our Council Tax taxbase is
reduced to £2,030.15 (a decrease of -6.39%) In order to help
compensate for this loss, Central Government has provided a
grant for 2013/14 but this is calculated to meet only 90% of
the expected cost. For 2013/2014 the amount being granted
to Church Stretton Parish is £16,431.00. Without this grant
it would mean that a stand still budget would still result in a
7.6% increase in a Band D Council Tax.
After much debate, the Town Council concluded that
as this Government grant is not guaranteed for future years,
a small contingency ought to be included this year to help
offset a possible large increase next year.
Therefore, in 2013/14 Church Stretton Town Council
will raise £247,385 through the Council Tax (compared to
£255,921 in 2012/13), which works out at an additional
7½ pence per week (£3.85 per year) for a Band D property
for the year 1st April 2013 to 31st March 2014 (total of
£121.86 per household = +3.26%).
Place Plan
The draft revision of the Church Stretton and
Surrounding Area Place Plan was submitted to the Town
Council meeting in January 2013 and approved at the EDC
meeting late January. This was then signed off by our two
Unitary Councillors and submitted to Shropshire Council in
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February. This represented the development vision for our
market town and surrounding area. Although this identified
the investment and infrastructure needs we will have to
see if our suggestions are flexible, practical and, indeed,
deliverable.
(See section re commissioning below).
MTR Programme
During February the Town Locations Maps were
installed in weatherproof frames at four locations in Church
Stretton for the benefit of tourists, visitors and perhaps even
residents, to identify the location and variety of the shops/
businesses and other facilities we have in the town. The A3
printed versions of this map will be available from businesses
throughout the town for distribution to those wishing to
find their way around the town.
Finally, during March, we are hoping for the installation
of the new signs on the Railway Station platforms,
welcoming all to Church Stretton ‘Heart of the Shropshire
Hills’.
It was pleasing to see so many local businesses interested
in taking up the MTR ‘Small Business Improvement Grant’
attend the ‘drop-in’ session and presentation at Silvester
Horne in January. This resulted in a number of expressions
of interest and full applications are now being processed to
enable the grant money to be allocated. It is hoped that this
initiative will assist local businesses to grow and thrive.
Commissioning
Upon the appointment of the Commissioning Director
(George Candler) for Shropshire Council in January 2013,
we are pleased to announce that Church Stretton has been
chosen as the ‘Strategic Commissioning Prototype’for the
County. This pilot scheme is looking at the way services can
be commissioned in a genuine bottom-up approach which is
pragmatic, realistic and innovative. The Town Council will
be working closely with Shropshire Council and other key
stakeholders to develop this new way of working in order
to cut down on duplication and bureaucracy without losing
valuable services whilst making them more cost-effective.
If successful this will be rolled out across the County.
Coppice Leasowes Local Nature Reserve
The severe weather conditions in January 2013 delayed
the volunteer workforce carrying out their intended tasks.
However, the maintenance and upkeep programme for the
reserve was commenced in February. The Reserve, located
on the east and west of the A49 just north of the A49 traffic
light junction to Church Stretton is perhaps not known or
appreciated by everyone but the working group is hoping to
encourage more wildlife and make these areas more inviting
and natural for all ages to enjoy.
Summer Planters
Please see separate article in this month’s Focus.
Local elections
Please refer to last month’s Focus or the Town Website
for details on how to become a local Councillor.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Chairman
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Behind the Iron Curtain (Part 2)
Bangers & Mash Lunch

With Puddings
22nd March 2013
Friday 12 noon – 1.30pm at the Parish Centre
£5.50 including tea /coffee
Please pay at the door
StC Sales

Raffle

I

n the time of the Iron Curtain the Czech government
disapproved of open displays of religious belief but many
people found comfort in their churches and places of
pilgrimage.
In 1972 a friend who is a protestant pastor took me
to the ancient shrine of Hostyn where, at the Feast of the
Assumption the twelve hundred or so places for standing
worshippers were completely filled. As the mass ended a
priest asked pilgrims to leave as quickly as possible as more
were waiting outside, and mass was due to begin again in
ten minutes .
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Amnesty International
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mnesty International started in 1961,
with thousands of people writing letters
requesting freedom for those called by
Peter Benenson “The Forgotten Prisoners”.
This is a tradition still continued by members of the Church
Stretton group at their monthly meetings.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 13th March, at
7.30 p.m. in Silvester Horne Institute.
A warm welcome is extended to everyone interested in
human rights.

In 1975 I visited Turzovka where I met Matousch
Laschut whose account of the vision he saw in 1958 led
to the establishment of what became known as ‘The
Czechoslovak Lourdes’. Both Hostyn and Turzovka now
have interesting English-language websites which are easily
accessible in this country.
The last occasion on which I heard Milan play was in
1980. He was providing the continuo-style accompaniment
for a large folk group. As we travelled home on an unlit
steam train I played the recording I had made during the
practice. Hearing the sound a little man carrying a violin
case came along the carriage to join us. When Milan
introduced us we found that we could both produce
a smattering of German. We struck up an immediate
friendship, and when we left the train (and Milan held
back the bus we had to catch) the little man and I hurried
through the almost totally dark station and into the most
dismal little waiting room I have ever seen. But its acoustics
were wonderful! The little man played two tunes for me. In
one of these he used perfect double-stopping on every note,
and when he reached the chorus he sang as he played!
The Iron Curtain came down in 1989. Hana, a young
friend of my wife and myself, was in the crowd that
assembled in Wenceslas Square on that most important
night in recent Czech history. Knowing my love for her
country she wrote almost at once to describe the scene. I
won’t alter her English. “I was with my uncle there. We
could not make a step nor move our hands because there
were about 250 thousand people on quite a small space. We
listened to speakers who were 20 years taken as politically
untrustworthy, with bad consequences, including prison
that this term meaned. A singer who had not to perform
anywhere sang a beautiful but prohibited song. Everybody
sang with her. Some people, especially the olders, had tears
in their eyes. I had never seen my uncle so happy before.”
Ralph Oldham
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The Census
The National Census of 2011 revealed its secrets to us
in December 2012, and very interesting they were too. Over
the last 10 years there has been a loss of 4 million people
who call themselves Christian. And at the same time there
was an increase in those belonging to minority religions.
Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh and Jew all showed some
increase: but the greatest increase was in those who described
themselves as being of ‘no religion’ at all. What can we make
of these facts and figures?
Jonathan Sachs, the former Chief Rabbi (and fount
of much wisdom), saw in these changes a welcome trend.
He was not welcoming the overall decline in Christianity,
which after all is England’s national religion. He was rather
endorsing the new situation where there are minority
religions which may have no power, but do have influence.
This he sees as a healthier state of affairs than where
religions have the power to enforce belief and conformity.
Such has been the case with Christianity, and still is in
some countries where one religion is dominant. Religion
and power is a dangerous combination which should be left
where it belongs, in the dustbin of history.
The Census reflects a more open and tolerant society
where people are being more honest about their beliefs.
There is a growing number of people who are disillusioned
with religion altogether – and nobody should be surprised by
that!
Religions should be learning how to use their influence,
not to manipulate people into believing what they are told,
but in setting people free to discover for themselves the
riches of a spiritual life which is as wide and deep as creation
itself.
Donald Horsfield
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Arts Festival News
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C

hurch Stretton Arts Festival
has a wonderful track record
in offering first-class events to
open and close its seasons, and 2013 is
going to be no exception.
As always, these are to be presented
in the splendid surroundings of Concord College, Acton
Burnell, but regular supporters should note that the Festival
is a week later this year. These two events are traditionally
sold out, so watch out for tickets (on sale to the general
public from April 8th); if you would like priority booking,
telephone Gloria Carter on 724106, and for a mere £7.50
you will be able to order your tickets a full three weeks earlier!
Opening night: Saturday July 27th at 7.30pm
One of the UK’s greatest successes over the centuries has
been in choral music, and our small vocal ensembles are world
leaders. One of the groups at the top of the pinnacle is The
Cardinall’s Musick, and we have been fortunate indeed to be
able to entice them here to begin our proceedings. They have
received awards for their recordings in the UK, in France and
in Germany and this will be our chance to hear them ‘live’.

British Embassy in Paris, and as a guest company in one of
Italy’s greatest opera houses, La Fenice in Venice. And here
they are again, coming to Church Stretton!
So, take the opportunity of hearing world-class music
here in the Strettons, and don’t forget to book your tickets as
soon as you can! Next month I will give details of the other
ticketed musical events for you to look forward to.
Richard Walker

The Royal British Legion

T

March 2013 mag.indd 18

StRETTON FOCUS

Of One Accord
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he Royal British Legion
safeguards the welfare, interests
and memory of those who are
serving or have served in the Armed
Forces. Last year it spent £90 million on
Named after Cardinal Wolsey, the ensemble specialises
in English Renaissance music, and our programme is entitled health and welfare activities. (See more
at poppyspend.britishlegion.org.uk)
Gunpowder, Treason and Plot! The story, with narration,
It is one of the UK’s largest membership
starts with James I’s arrival in London, the welcome he
organisations and recognised as custodians
and his family received and the difficulties they had coping
of Remembrance. The RBL also runs the
with English polite society. It continues with the Catholic
annual Poppy Appeal.
conspirators, their attempted plot and its aftermath. Music
The Church Stretton and District Branch raised over
by the great composers of the day includes three different
£7,778.48 last year, mainly from the Poppy Appeal but from
genres from the superlative William Byrd, masterful seven
and eight-part pieces by Thomas Tomkins and Peter Philips other activities including concerts. The Legion’s next concert
is given by that very popular Shropshire mixed choir, ‘Of one
plus a few ditties to remind us that life was not always so
accord’ on Saturday 16th March, 7.30 pm in the Church
serious in the first decade of the 1600s!
Stretton School Theatre. Tickets (£5) from the usual outlets.
Those who attend concerts given by The Sixteen, The
Every penny raised by these activities goes to help the people
Tallis Scholars and similar groups will love this evening.
it is intended for. The member’s modest subscriptions pay for
The Cardinall’s Musick is simply one of the best groups
the administration of this important charity. If you would
performing at the moment.
like more information then please contact the Membership
Closing night: Sunday August 11th at 7.30pm
Secretary, John Evans on 01694 722400.
The Arts Festival has often concluded with an opera
Quiz night – The Quiz Night, which has now become
evening, and we have invited London Festival Opera to return
a tradition, will take place in the District Club on Essex
after their triumphant highlight performance of The Magic
Road, Church Stretton at 7.30pm on Saturday 9th March.
Flute in 2011, to provide a similar evening based on Verdi’s
Everyone is welcome.
La Traviata. Aficionados will be aware that 2013 is the
bicentenary of Verdi’s birth, so what better way to celebrate
it! The evening will begin with a shortened version of the
opera, which will be followed by a selection of popular
Musical Director – Alison E Stevens
operatic encores. The singers will be accompanied by an
A Musical Evening with one of
instrumental ensemble, and the production will be fully
Shropshire’s Premier Mixed Choirs
staged.
London Festival Opera is one of the world’s leading
Church Stretton School Theatre
private opera companies, having performed for Presidents,
7.30pm on Saturday 16th March
Prime Ministers and senior members of the British and
Tickets £5 (includes light refreshments) from
European Royal Families. Engagements have included
Burway Books, John Thomas Florist
performances in the presence of the Royal Family at St
& Wrights Estate Agents
James’s Palace, also for the President of Malta at the Palace in
Proceeds to the Royal British Legion
Valletta, for the Prime Minster at 10 Downing Street, at the
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How men went to the Moon – Pt 5 Catholic Voice

W

e now move back to the manned flight programmes
and to late 1964. America was now well advanced
with its Gemini programme and was planning to
commence the first two-man flights in the spring of 1965. But
on 12th October 1964 the Soviets launched their new Voskhod
(translation ‘Sunrise’) spacecraft with no less than three men
on board (cosmonauts Komarov, Yegorov and Feoktistov). This
must have been purely to obtain another ‘first’ because it was
an extremely dangerous flight. Voskhod was designed for two
men, and to make room for a third couch, all three men had to
fly without spacesuits. Then, knowing that the first American
Gemini flight was days away, the Soviets launched Voskhod 2
on 19th March 1965. This was a two-man flight (cosmonauts
Belyayev and Leonov), and during it Alexei Leonov became
the first man ever to go outside a spacecraft and make a ‘space
walk’ (later known as extra-vehicular activity, EVA). He floated
around in space at the end of a tether for about ten minutes,
but was lucky to get back alive, when he found that his inflated
spacesuit could barely get back through the airlock. Nevertheless
this was another ‘first’, as the Soviets knew the Americans had
similar plans for their Gemini missions. After that, the Soviets
never flew another space mission until April 1967, during which
time the Americans completed their entire Gemini programme
(ten missions) and leapt ahead in the space race.
By 1962 the Americans had realised that they were going
to need far more astronauts than the ‘original seven’ and so
they recruited nine more in 1962 (including Neil Armstrong,
one of two civilians chosen), 14 more in 1963 (including Buzz
Aldrin and Mike Collins), a group of six ‘scientist’ astronauts in
1965, and a group of 19 more in 1966. Many of these would be
involved in the Gemini and Apollo programmes, as would some
of the original group. Donald ‘Deke’ Slayton of the original
group was given the job of chief astronaut to compensate him
for being dropped from the space programme. After Gemini 3
in 1965, NASA moved its ‘mission control’ to Houston in Texas
(thanks largely to the influence of Lyndon B Johnson). In future,
all space missions would be controlled from there, although
launches would continue to take place from Cape Canaveral,
Florida. So, we are now ready for the story of Gemini.
To be continued.
Norman Wallace

Shropshire Wildlife Trust

Holiday Storytime Friday 5th April, 10.30 – 11am
A special Storytime for primary school aged children
and their younger brothers and sisters. Just pop in to enjoy
the stories and rhymes. We will have puppets and toys
from the stories to share, so come along to have some fun.
“Treemendous” Craft Event
Tuesday 9th March 2.30 – 3.30pm
Celebrate spring with stories and a craft session. We will be
making a tree full of birds and leaves to mark the new season.
Due to the limited number of places, booking will be
required. Free tickets are available at the library.
For further details contact Jenny Robinson at
Church Stretton Library 01694 722535
churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
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March 2013 mag.indd 19

Easter Holiday fun at the Library
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The hills are alive (thankfully)
Come along and hear Fiona Gomersall,
SWT’s
Conservation
Officer, new talk on what they’re
doing to conserve the county’s
species, habitats and landscapes.
Lots of monitoring and practical
work is put into maintaining
diversity and slowing the decline
of everything from snakes to
skippers, butterfly orchids to
lapwing.
7.30pm, 20th March,
Methodist Church Hall.
Tickets £2 for members, £3
non-members including light
refreshments.
Llanfair Hill
Janet Martin ( 722361)

Catholic Women’s League
Five years ago I moved to the area from Wales.
When the Church Stretton section of the Catholic
Women’s League was formed in St Milburga’s
Parish I decided to join and have found it a good way of
making new friends with women who share the Catholic faith.
When our patroness Margaret Fletcher formed the
Catholic Women’s League in England in 1906, her aim was
to encourage women towards becoming more active in the
work of the Church. To commemorate the 150th anniversary
of her birth, a National Pilgrimage Mass was celebrated last
summer at Oxford Oratory where she regularly attended
Mass. Over four hundred women gathered to mark the
occasion, a testament to the faithfulness of her vision. The
League has now a worldwide membership of more than
5,000,000 Catholic women. The motto of the League
is simple - ‘Charity, Work, Loyalty’. Individually and
collectively we must do our best to foster this ethos.
Every year, each Section tries to plan an interesting
programme for their monthly meetings. In 2012, we were
given a talk on Lourdes, spent a day at Belmont Abbey in
Hereford, visited and received visits from other sections of
the League and were also led in discussion by Fr Ambrose,
our supportive parish priest, on chapters in the Book of
Genesis. We also visited Rocke Cottage tearoom for lunch,
as our fellowship with each other is important too.
At our meetings, we discuss social issues or needs and
we pray together. Each year we donate items and organise a
Christmas hamper and prize raffle at Church and the proceeds
of this, together with our own ongoing contributions, meant
that we were able to donate to four charities of our choice ‘Light for the Blind’ in India, ‘St. Theresa’s College for girls’ in
Uganda, ‘Life’ and ‘Relief and Refugee’.
We also like to contribute in a practical way to the life of
our parish, for example in helping to provide refreshments
after Mass and for parish events.
In October 2012, Pope Benedict invited Catholics to
rediscover and deepen their understanding of our faith. During
this ‘Year of Faith’ our section, here in Church Stretton will be
exploring ways of doing this within our 2013 programme.
We meet at St Milburga’s Church on the second
Wednesday of the month after 10am Mass. If you feel that
you would like to join us at one of our meetings you would
be most welcome.
Pat Millard, Chairperson
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Gardening in March

Recipe of the Month

his month there will be so much to
do in the garden, we can only hope
the weather is kind to us. However,
in a greenhouse you can start successional
sewing of half-hardy vegetables and
tomatoes if you have a propagator.
One priority will be to complete the pruning of rambler
and climbing roses and to cut back bush and floribundas
before new growth becomes too substantial. Remember that
it will be on the new growth that blossom will be produced.
A dressing of “top rose” fertiliser around the bushes and
climbers, carefully worked into the top soil, will be beneficial
and could be watered in if the period is very dry.
Late flowering clematis can be pruned down to very low
buds. Be careful not to prune out the early flowering types
though. If you have been unable to cut down the strong
growth on buddleia, tackle it now before spring growth gets
going high up.
Very many containers of various types are now popular
and the larger ones which contain shrubs could no doubt
benefit with top dressing. Carefully tease out the top couple
of inches, and you may even be able to lift the shrub out of
the container, and tease out the root growth enabling fresh
compost to be worked into the pot around the root ball. Use
a good compost with a little extra balanced fertiliser.
Rhubarb will be showing new growth. Cover the crown
with straw or manure and place an inverted tub or box on
top to exclude the light. This will mean young deep pink
stems will soon be available.
At the Garden Club meeting
on Tuesday, 26th March, Sue
Russell will be speaking about ‘Old
Fashioned Roses’.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton and District
Gardening Club

Duck with Cumberland Sauce.
Duck is one of my favourite foods. I always have it for
Christmas dinner when we are eating at home. You can get
Cumberland Sauce at the supermarkets but I am including
a recipe, which is much nicer, and more satisfying, knowing
it is home made. You can use breast or the legs of the duck.
The breast is more expensive though.
Ingredients:
4 duck portions
Grated zest and juice of a lemon
Grated zest and juice of an orange
4 tablespoons of redcurrant jelly
4 tablespoons port
Pinch of ground ginger
1 tablespoon brandy
Salt and freshly ground black pepper.
Preheat the oven to 190C/375F/Gas mark 5. Place a wire
rack in a roasting tin. Prick the duck portions’ skin with a
fork, and sprinkle with salt and pepper. Place them on the
rack and cook in the oven for 50 minutes until the juices run
clear. Simmer the orange and lemon juices and zests together
in a saucepan for 5 minutes. Add the redcurrant jelly, and
stir in the port. Bring to the boil, add ginger, and season
with salt and pepper. Put the duck on to a warm serving
plate and keep it warm. Pour off the fat leaving the juices.
Over a low heat stir in the brandy, bring to the boil, add to
the port sauce, and serve with the duck. Serve with peas and
(to be really decadent) roast the potatoes in the duck fat!
“Her Ladyship”

T

Methodist Voice

T

Friday 8th March 2013
UNA Discussion Group 10.30am to noon.
‘Palestinians Face to Face’ some personal
recollections with Tim and Barbara Oakley.
Non-members welcome.
For venue please phone Anne 01694 724171.

Christ, Son of God, our Saviour’.
Easter Sunday is illustrated prominently with Jesus’
crucified but now risen hand. It is facing forward in the act
of blessing the earth below: and
specifically its fields of grain, its
fruiting tree, and its honeycomb.
In the Christian order of things
the resurrection is of pivotal
importance. It validates all that
went before, both who Jesus was
and what he did. There would
be no Christian gospel without a
living Jesus. And to illustrate the
cosmic reach of a transcendent
Lord I have headed the picture
with a blazing sun, done in red
lentils and a belted Saturn set in
rice.
You are looking at something
unique. This picture is my very
own. How I think of it has grown with the years. Your
insights may vary from mine.
Ward Davies
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his month includes Good Friday and Easter Sunday
and my picture illustrates both. It is made of about
ten thousand seeds from eighteen different plants,
set in a border of maize grains, and
glued to a piece of hardboard.
I chose black seeds for the
three crosses of Good Friday, and
positioned them on a green hill
which you may call Calvary. It was
there, under the authority of the
Roman Governor, that Jesus was
crucified. The wound from the nail
is seen in the palm of his hand,
which I have set near the middle
of the whole picture. This position
symbolises the central place which
his death and its benefits occupy
in the Christian message. They are
summarised in the Latin ‘IHS’ –
‘Jesus Saviour of Mankind’ – which
is seen in the set of the canary seed above the fingers of the
hand. And also by the swimming fish, where the original
letters which spell ‘fish’ may be used as an acrostic for ‘Jesus

31
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A Personal View
(Written in 1976 and published in the British Medical
Journal)
aring is a much overworked word these days, which
is a pity, because it is so full of meaning. But now
it slips out so easily. Nevertheless, it is such a fitting
adjective for the community 1 want to describe, that I hope
I can show how a caring attitude changed the lives of all
concerned.
The large rambling house that formed the nucleus of
the community no longer stands. It was pulled down several
years ago because it was too old-fashioned to be an economic
proposition for conversion. In its place there are now five or
six desirable residences, each with its own garden, and only the
name remains for the future with many memories of the past.
I do not know when it was first built, but well over 100
years ago. I think it was originally a boy’s school, and then
a mental hospital. By 1866, it had passed into the hands
of the family whose descendants have continued the good
work until the present day. The secret of the success of this
hospital was that it was a family concern, and the women
and children all had their part to play. Three generations
of doctors were in charge, with only occasional help from
outsiders.
Not only the inmates benefited, the whole village was
concerned. Jobs were found for anyone and everyone,
however well or badly qualified they were to do them. In
the early days, so I am told, it was more an ordinary mental
hospital for both men and women. They came from near
and far and many were acutely ill. Well-trained nurses were
required and staffing was no problem. It was then licensed to
hold 60 patients. I wonder what conditions were like, for in
1912 additions were made to the building, which doubled
in size, but the licence was reduced to 36. When I first knew
it in the mid-fifties, the hospital had only 30 patients, all
women.
Very few medicaments were used. There were, of course,
the occasional antibiotics, and a few essential tranquillising
or sedative drugs. Some of these were needed for the staff,
because when the county MOH took over the official
visiting and inspection of the home, the authorities found
it a useful place to send mentally handicapped girls or girls
of low intelligence who could not be placed in suitable
jobs. They were absorbed into the life of the place to do
domestic work, and were cared for by the doctor and his able
accomplices. They were a big responsibility and some people
thought that the inspectors “were more interested in the
queer girls they sent to do domestic work, than they were in
‘our ladies’.”
‘Our ladies’ - that was what they were, never patients.
And how they were loved. Outsiders might think them odd,
but the children growing up in the home just took them for
granted. One of the family told me “I think what made it
different was that for most of the time it was a family home
too. First my father and his brother and sister all lived there
as children, and then the six of us were brought up there.
My father always used to say that children and dogs and cats
about the place were a help to people who were mentally ill.
I’m sure when we were young we realised that our house was
not quite like other people’s, but I don’t remember any of us
ever being frightened in any way by the people around us;
we took it all as a matter of course, and we certainly had a
very happy childhood.”
There are old people in the village now who started
working in the hospital as soon as they left school, and they
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still feel part of the ‘family’, and quite expect to be taken care
of in their turn - and so they will be. I’m sure the patients
too felt at home. Certainly one, who had been there for over
40 years, considered that she was part of the doctor’s family
and refused to see her own family when they tried to visit
her.
Rules there had to be, of a kind, but the staff never
complained when asked to do the oddest things, to fit in
with the ‘’private worlds’ of the ladies. One, for instance,
was a keen gardener. She was given a patch in the grounds
and collected the produce which she stored in her own
room. Here, too, she kept her spade and seed boxes, and in a
windowbox, housed inside, the nasturtiums grew, spreading
their long trailing stems over a large part of the room.
I remember one particularly aggressive patient who
was transformed one spring when a thrush chose to nest
just outside her window. She was devoted to this bird and
watched every detail of the nest building. She was quiet and
vigilant all the time the bird was sitting and overjoyed to see
the brood arrive, be fed and grow. All too soon they were
fledged and gone, but I believe the pleasure they afforded her
gave her a permanent source of warmth and affection.
Mental hospitals in the old days always had a ‘queen’. I
found it very difficult to pay the correct respect when given
audience, but not so the staff. She was always addressed as
‘your majesty’.
Perhaps the most unusual was ‘Miss Rosina’, who was
always seen in her outdoor clothes because she fondly
believed that she was out of doors. She was always occupied
with her horses, who had to be fed and watered. The nursing
staff even carried buckets of water to her room in case they
should be thirsty in the night. When she had to be moved
at the end, she could only be persuaded to get into the
ambulance when she was assured that it was a horse box.
There is plenty of caring going on today, in hospitals and
out of them. The social services have spread their influence
far afield so that meals on wheels, home helps, geriatric day
centres, are all here to improve the lives of those who need
the care. I had the privilege to work in a small way with this
community for 15 years, and I think it is uncommon now to
find such continuity and depth in the caring. 			
		
Jean West, Retired general practitioner

Strettons Area Community
Wildlife Group

T

he first Annual Public Meeting of the group was
held on 31st January 2013. Thirty-six members
were present (and seven apologies were received),
representing more than half of the membership. This
meeting marked the changeover from the group being
managed by Shropshire Council (Environment) to a
Community appointed Committee.
The leaders of the 2012 Community projects reported
on their group activities. Leo Smith presented the success
of the Red Grouse survey; Caroline Uff reported on the
24 species of butterfly recorded, including some BAP
species, and Clive and Clarissa Cook on the classification of
hedgerows, showing that South Shropshire was above the
national average regarding species rich hedgerows. Members
voted to continue these surveys in 2013, with the only
change being that Jan Heaney will lead the Butterfly survey.
Continued on next page
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Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group continued ....
Members were then offered the possibilities of further
surveys for this year and many members signed up to take
part in these.
The new surveys concern the recording of the presence
of hedgehogs in and around our gardens (led by Gareth
Parry), the surveying of Local Wildlife Sites (led by Kate
Singleton), ladybirds and shield-bugs (led by Caroline Uff )
and moth surveys and trapping ‘in your own garden’, jointly
led by Graham Wenman and Mike Shurmer.
All existing and prospective members interested in
getting involved in these ‘hands-on’ activities should contact
the group by e-mail to strettonswildlife@gmail.com
Graham Wenman
Chairman

Churches
Together News

35

Coffee Morning
Can you imagine what it is like to have no permanent
place to call home or to think you’re at risk of losing your
home, because if you pay your rent you can’t eat? Shrewsbury
Ark is there for people who find themselves in these sorts
of circumstances. It is a drop-in centre situated opposite
the railway station in Shrewsbury and offers friendship,
affordable food and drink and immediate and continuing
help and support to these and other vulnerable people.
This year the Churches Together in the Strettons has chosen
to support this charity through its annual coffee morning which
will be held from 10am to 12 noon on Saturday, 9th March
in the URC hall. There will be no admission charge but we do
hope those who come will bring a donation of at least one item
for the Shrewsbury Ark – things like tooth brushes and paste,
shoe laces, cleaning materials like washing powder etc and nonGetting a balanced perspective
perishable basic food like tinned fruit, cereals, tea etc.
Don’t let’s get philosophical for
It is hoped a volunteer worker from the Shrewsbury Ark
a bit. A balanced perspective means
will be there to accept these items and to tell us more about
something different to me at the
how our gifts and the money raised will be used.
moment. From childhood I’ve had
If you forget to bring a tin etc the Traidcraft stall will
dodgy ears and they have been tested
be there so you could purchase something suitable from it
on and off all my life. I’ve always been told that my selfto donate. There will also be cake and bric-a-brac stalls (no
taught lip-reading skills meant that, although I was borderline electrical goods) and a raffle as well as a constant supply of
for a hearing aid, I didn’t need one. My hearing loss is odd,
coffee and tea to spend your money on. Information about
most people lose the top register and women’s voices become opportunities to support the Shrewsbury Ark on a more
difficult to hear. For me it’s the other way round, it’s the
permanent basis will be available for those who might be
low notes I have been missing out on. This time, however, I
interested.
persuaded them that it would be a good idea, so I am now the
The cost of running the Shrewsbury Ark is about £80,000
proud possessor of two hearing aids.
a year. Do come and support us and this worthy cause.
There are the everyday noises that sound different when Good Friday
I’m wearing them. I realise that when I’m typing (as I am at
Good Friday is the day when Christians remember the
the moment) I really wallop the space bar between words.
trial and crucifixion of Jesus. If you are in the town centre
The car sounds different when I’m driving. But other things that day (29th March) you may be offered a cold Hot Cross
more than make up for it.
Bun. The Churches Together in the Strettons are organising a
There’s a television theme tune I’ve often heard, but I’ve special service in the Methodist Church at 10.30am and then
only just realised that there is a cello playing underneath the anyone who wishes to, can meet in the entrance to the station
tune. I heard the Shropshire Strummers play in Houseman’s car park (off Central Avenue) to form a Procession of Witness
and it sounded balanced for the first time as I’d not been
which will leave at 11.30am and make its way to the Market
hearing the men’s singing properly. Indeed men talking are
Square for a short act of worship starting at 11.45am, telling
so much easier to follow; I just don’t have to make the same the story of the suffering and crucifixion. You may not know
effort to hear them. It is wonderful.
this story or it might be a long time since you’ve heard it so
For Hazel it wasn’t the balance of her hearing but her
if you are around don’t just dismiss it but stop and listen and
vision. She had a cataract removed last spring and she spent accept a bun if you’re offered one. The story doesn’t end with
the summer remarking on how bright the dandelions were.
the crucifixion because two days later we celebrate Easter. In
They weren’t anything special but the balance of her vision
the Strettons these celebrations will start at 6.30am with a
was restored.
short sunrise service on Plush Hill, near Jinlye and continue
So a balanced perspective isn’t about diminishing anything in each of the churches later in the morning.
that was there before but bringing the things that were missing
up to an appropriate pitch to fit in with everything else.
‘Philosophically balanced’ works a bit like that as well.
Lesley Richards Thursday 14th March
Our March meeting will be a talk by Kim Hurst of
The Cottage Herbery, near Tenbury Wells on ‘Tasty buds,
luscious leaves and succulent shoots’
Church Stretton Methodist Church
Kim will also be bringing along plants and seeds for you
A programme of easy listening classical music
to buy.
With Joe Hearle (cornet) and
The talk will start at 7.30 p.m. at Acton Scott Village
Barrie Mackay and Richard Walker (piano duo)
Hall
Admission £2.50 to include light refreshments.
Saturday 23rd March at 10.15am
For further information please contact the club secretary
Admission free, retiring collection
Mary Phillips on 01694 781205

Quaker Voice
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3 inches

New Croquet Season

T

he Church Stretton Croquet Club begins its new
season on 1st April and would be very pleased to
welcome new members. Coaching will be offered and,
after this, potential members can decide if they wish to join.
We have regular club afternoons when members can just
turn up and be guaranteed a game. An active social life gives
Crime Reported for Church Stretton Police Area
the opportunity to come to a strawberry cream tea afternoon
1st January 2013 – 31st January 2013
while also playing a game, a summer buffet supper, croquet
Theft of vehicle – Churchill Road		
1 Crime
and curry, and an annual formal dinner.
Theft – Brooksbury and Ludlow Road
2 Crimes
But hey, really we are about having fun on the lawn with
Attempted burglary – Oaks Road		
1 Crime
competitive and friendly matches for all ages and abilities,
Theft from shop – (Lion Meadow)
1 Crime
which are available seven days a week on our two lawns in
Burglary other – Hazler Road		
1 Crime
the park.
Criminal Damage – Beaumont Court
1 Crime
Please get in touch with Fane Conant on 01694
News
Police Plea over burglaries in Shropshire as figures improve 722610 or faneue@aol.com if you would like to take this
Shropshire people are being warned that the milder weather opportunity further.
may herald an increase in burglaries. Householders and
business operators are urged to be security-conscious,
making sure their homes and premises are safely secured with
a falling number of recorded burglaries in the county. The
Church Stretton Methodist Church is holding an
number of charges brought has also more than doubled the
Edinburgh Wool Mill fashion show on
previous year’s figure. However, it will take a concerted effort
on the part of everyone to continue this trend as spring and
Thursday 4th April at 7pm.
warmer weather approaches. Burglars are likely to become
This will be followed by coffee and biscuits and a raffle.
more active now that the recent snow and ice have gone.
Tickets £5 each from Burway Books, John Thomas
Some essential tips are:
Florists or Stella Jandrell (01694 724531 )
• Leave a light or two on when out during hours of
darkness
• Invest in timer switches to turn lights and radios on
while out
• Outside lighting will deter burglars as well as keeping
gates secured
• Property mark valuables and make details viewable to
the police by registering them on Immobilise http://www.immobilise.com/. It’s free to register
belongings and increases the chances of getting them
back if lost or stolen
• Further home security advice is available on the West
Mercia Police website:
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/news/campaigns-andinitiatives/lighten-up-don-t-be-in-the-dark-about-homesecurity.html
Church Stretton Local Police Team:
PS 1396 Adrian WOOLLEY
PC 1357 Damon PRESTON
CSO 6460 Ross O’NEIL
Volunteer Jayne CHARD
Looking from Ragleth Hill on 20th January 2013
Volunteer Dan GORE
Photo: Danny Pezz
You can contact us in the following ways:
Emergency: 999
Non-emergency only: 101
Local Police Team message service: 01743 264777
or email - churchstretton.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
1. The Scarlet Pimpernel
PACT public surgeries
Church Stretton Police station
2. Angela Merkel
Saturday 16th March 9am – 12pm
3. Robin (Boy Wonder)
Mayfair Café
Wednesday 27th March 2pm
4. Othello
Come and meet your Local Police Team
5. Miss Marple
Web site: www.westmercia.police.uk
Facebook: Church Stretton Neighbourhood Watch
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
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‘New Look’ Atrium for St Laurence’s Church
no suitable arrangements for a children’s crèche within the
(from St Laurence’s Building in Faith Team)
existing building - and lack of sufficient ‘gathering space’.
hose who have visited our parish church of St
Laurence, near the town Square, or taken part in one This is for use before and after Services, and during other
public functions; such as
of our Services, or
concerts, school functions or
other occasion, will have
community events. For some
noticed that our Church
time we had considered that
layout is now much
an extension could be built
more modern – and ‘user
to address these needs and
friendly’ – than the age
so now, after nearly three
of the building
years of experience with the
(> 1000 years) might
‘Phase-1’ improvements, our
imply. The 270 new
Architects have come up with
chairs, and the furniture
a fantastic design along these
on the central dais,
lines.
including our locally
It soon became clear
designed and made
that it would be a near
Communion Table, are
impossibility to emulate the
of functional modern
architecture of the present
design. The chairs enable
church in such a design.
flexibility of layout, not
Moreover, our planners
possible with the former
Just a sample of the proposal images
considered that a 21st century
pews which had been in place
extension should have an appropriate modern ‘look’ and
since Victorian times. The cruciform space, with modern
facilities. After much thought and discussion, our architects
lighting, gives us scope for special exhibits, and prayer
have come up with single storey multi-purpose ‘atrium’
spaces, which were very constricted or impossible before.
which provides all the required facilities, while at the same
Removal of pews enabled us to install underfloor heating
throughout the building, and then to lay modern floor tiles time enabling an additional entrance and exit for the church
which will be invaluable during inclement weather (all too
in one uniform pattern. The rough stone walls have been
common nowadays!).
re-plastered, for the first time since the 1800s, and with a
Furthermore, the design includes a refreshment servery,
special warm-coloured finish, not paint. This has had the
and some badly needed display space for our various church
effect of highlighting the dressed stone of the archways,
pillars and especially around the stained-glass windows. The functions and, importantly, for publicity about the Christian
faith and its place in today’s society. By using transparent
plastering has also had a beneficial effect on the acoustics
walls facing Church Street, the atrium would allow good
of the whole building. The vast majority of visitors have
expressed a high opinion about the changes we have made. visibility from the outside, rather than maintaining the
rather ‘secretive’ aspect of the present architecture.
Nevertheless, it was foreseen that our building had
Currently, we believe that the design which has evolved
some basic shortcomings, which could not be addressed
finds favour with the C-of-E authorities and so we are
without further work. These are: lack of toilet facilities embarking on a public consultation
through these pages of the March 2013
‘Focus’, in conjunction with other
events. Please consider popping into
the church at a convenient time to have
a look at the plans and other drawings
and ‘mock’ photographs on display. You
will be most welcome. By all means
leave an appropriate note in the box
provided, or send an e-mail or instant
message to our Church Office – we
look forward to your comments.

T
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Can you help?

Tony Crowe would be pleased to
hear from anyone who has the
following items which they are
willing to dispose of, as his are no
longer in working order. The first is a
Kodak ‘Carousel’ slide projector; the
second is a tripod for a camera. His
telephone number is 723292.

15/02/2013 11:57

SHI Events

Friday Nights At The Horne

Friday 8th March – 7.30pm
special opportunity to see one of the most important
musicians on the English Folk Scene - DAVE
SWARBRICK at the Silvester Horne Institute.

A

Full details were in the February edition of Focus.
Tickets £8 are available in advance from Burway Books,
John Thomas Florist, or Church Stretton T.C. office or on
the door £9.
Friday 12th April
orcester high energy Celtic Irish folk rock band
Hagglebag take the Floor. Originally formed in 1995,
said to blend hard driving jigs, reels and ballads
effortlessly to create the best ‘craic’ outside of Temple Bar.

W

Rail Users News

41

Have your say about the trains

“Fewer trains stopping at Church Stretton and general
deterioration in rural public transport”. Against this
background of mounting concern about the deteriorating
rural public transport system in South Shropshire, the
Church Stretton and District Rail Users’ Association are
holding their AGM and Open Meeting on Monday 8th
April at the Parish Rooms in Church Stretton.
Invited to the meeting to answer some of these concerns
and what the future promises will be Clr. Mansell Williams,
Chairman of the Shrewsbury Telford Marches Strategic Rail
Group and top executives from Arriva Trains Wales.
It is the occasion for the local frustrated travelling public
transport customers to hear what is happening and have an
opportunity to contribute to the debate. All are invited.
Doors open at 7.15pm with the meeting commencing at
7.30pm.
John Corfield
CSDRUA Publicity Officer 01694 722473

Grass Roots
Theatre Company

We are looking for actors, technicians, designers and
anyone who is interested in the theatre. This is a NEW
company.
Please ring Barbara (01694 720132) or Dice
(01694 771468) before March 20th if you are interested.

Summer Floral Planters
Appeal 2013

T
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he Town Council provided winter planters again
this year, with continuing (and much appreciated)
financial assistance from traders, businesses,
organisations and residents. We are now looking at the cost
of the provision of summer plants for 16 pole mounted
planters, together with four hanging baskets and three
troughs for the Square, and are seeking donations from local
They have an enthusiastic following via gigs and festivals businesses, organisations and individuals in order to help
provide the best display
in the UK and have performed twice at Denmark’s Tonder
possible.
Festival, and also in Sweden.
The cost of
Fronted by Mick Morris on double bass / vocals, Lorna
one planter for the
Davies on flute, Liam Finch on 5 string banjos, mandolin /
summer season, with
vocals, Mark Westcott melodeons and early learning centre
maintenance, will be
triangle, and Nick Simon Guitar / vocals. They blend music
approximately £130,
styles from the Shetlands, traditional Irish tunes, Kentucky
and so any donation,
Blue Grass and contemporary songs. Not to mention the
however small, would be
Guinness – lots of it! So we should be in for a lively night.
greatly appreciated.
Please write to the
Friday 17th May
Town Clerk, 60 High
ittle Rumba and they are bringing with them the
Street, Church Stretton
delightful Lori Campbell who is coming up from
with your donation
Bristol especially for the evening. More details next
promise.
edition of Focus.
The Town Council is extremely grateful to all those who
Tickets £8 will be available from Burway Books, John
have contributed in the past and hope that local generosity
Thomas florist, or from Church Stretton Town Council
will continue this year.
Office or £9 on the door.
Mrs C M Harvey, Town Clerk
For more information on these events please contact
Mike on 01694 720132
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Growing through debate
hristianity first took shape in small church groups which
multiplied around the Mediterranean and spread across
the Roman Empire. As the churches grew, debate also
grew voicing new ideas about what Christian faith was, and what
it meant. Debate shaped those early years.
Then in the fourth century the Emperor Constantine sought
a single church. The Council of Nicaea gave the churches of the
Roman Empire one statement of belief, endorsed by the state.
The debate at the Council was apparently long and contentious.
Eventually the Emperor had to force a conclusion. However, many
churches from the western Empire were absent from the council,
and churches from outside the Empire had no interest in being
there, so debate continued despite the threat of imperial sanction.
The Nag Hammadi gospels are ancient Christian texts
discovered in the Nile Valley in 1945. They were probably
hidden by dissenting monks a few years after the Council of
Nicaea. Their local bishop was a strong supporter of the Nicene
decisions. These ancient writings offer a new insight to what
many early Christians thought and understood about Christ,
understandings which were suppressed. Even today many would
like to pretend that they do not exist.
The mediaeval European church walked in Constantine’s
footsteps. To be taken seriously Martin Luther had to nail his 95
Theses to the door of the church in Wittenburg. It opened up debate
and the dawn of protestantism, which was adopted by millions.
Nearly five hundred years later church attendance is down
and we are told there is a search for spiritual inspiration among
the general population. They want relevance to their life. They
see the Bible as a book not as a guide to protocol, and they
readily ignore churches which cannot adapt, or which hold a
dogmatic view about faith.
If our faith is to grow perhaps it is time we re-discovered
open debate, considering every view and challenging ourselves.
Debate could energise our faith just as it did the early church so
long ago. Let’s be open, inclusive and questioning, grasp debate
as a way forward, not fear it as a threat.
Roger Wilson
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Congratulations and Celebrations!
ur January meeting was a members’ evening
and after discussing the NFWI resolutions,
Jenny Hodgson gave us some New Year tasks to
do. We discovered the Babylonians returned borrowed
objects and paid off debts at New Year and knights
renewed their vows of Chivalry.
The most popular
of our own resolutions
coincided with the
result of an on-line
survey, which was to
eat more healthily and
lose weight! This was
instantly disregarded as
we were invited to share
cake with a very special
member of our group.
Claire Cox, WI member
for over 50 years, is 90
years old this month.
She was presented with
a flower arrangement of
yellow (golden) roses and a signed card, embroidered
by Jennifer Bennett. Congratulations and best wishes to
Claire for the 15th from us all.
The competition, ‘A Birthday Memento,’ was won
by Phyl Crowe for her birthday photograph montage.
Prizes were presented to Margaret Mercer, 1st and
Judith Randell, 2nd, for the most number of points
gained in the 2012 competitions.
The March competition is ‘A Recipe for Left-overs,’
to compliment Joy Blizzard’s talk, ‘Love Food, Hate
Waste’. The meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th
March, 7.15pm at the SHI - visitors welcome.
Judith Randell

O

The Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds

T

he South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB
has a programme of talks and walks throughout
2013.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1
to Local Group Members and £3 to
Visitors
Walks are 50p to Local Group
Members and £2 to Visitors
Coming up:
12th March – ‘The Magic of Moths - An illustrated
talk by Patrick Clement
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547 540176
16th March – Wildlife walk at Catherton Common /
Cramer Gutter
10.00am Meet in lane north of Crumpsbrook
(Grid reference: SO 633 786)
Leader: Marian Wootton
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
Trevor Halsey
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DARWIN MATTHEWS

STRAIGHT-TALKING SOLICITORS
Local firm offering
We can assist with issues
affordable services
including: Wills and Probate
and advice from
Family Matters
trustworthy professionals
Personal Injury
Contact us on 01743 272931
or visit www.darwin-matthews.co.uk

Adele's Professional Homecare Service

Friendly and Reliable Business, 2O years experience, Fully Referenced
Domestic - Cleaning - Ironing
Free In-Home Estimates
Shopping, Dogwalking, 25% Discount for Pensioners
01694 720212 07523 321 915
www.adelesprofessionalhomecareservice.co.uk

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING
call Becky
07984 712914
Learn to play the Piano Accordian
From total, absolute, can’t read-a-note-of-music,
beginners up to grade 5
All ages welcome
Free taster lesson
Call Ed Moseley on
01694 724729

PROPERTY REPAIRS
March 2013

Competitive rates
Washers to windows
Guttering to gardens
We can paint it, fix it, change it
Call Rowan
01694 771730
www.kenleybarn.co.uk/42.html

StRETTON FOCUS
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