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Editorial

A

pril again, and we’ve now lived through a whole year
of these strange pandemic times. The thing
that amazes me most is how quickly we adapt to
changing circumstances. Things which would
have seemed inconceivable just 12 months ago
now feel routine – masks, social distancing
(what a horrible term), working from home, no
cafés, restaurants or theatres, no live spectator
sport – and we have all developed different
ways of organising our time (for me, being
retired, that includes a later start to the day
and more time spent reading in the morning:
that will have to change). But it’s not all bad.
We’ve found different ways of doing things,
picking up new skills along the way, and now
we’re starting to see the benefit of the massive
vaccination programme. Have a look at the Mayfair News
article on page 6 to find out about the ‘lessons for life’ that
many volunteers have learnt during the year and to hear
about some of the physical activities they have been able to
organise.
In the town, we have some more hopeful milestones to
celebrate, in particular the centenary of Church Stretton
Cricket Club (page 26 and the centre spread) and 60 years
of Amnesty International. Our local branch is organising

various events to celebrate Amnesty’s Festival of Social
Justice this month (page 34) and there may well be
something for you.
Easter is nearly here and we’re well into
spring now, another hopeful sign as life renews
around us. Many of us will be out and about
in the countryside again. This issue includes
articles on birds and gardens, opportunities
for summer sport, and news of improvements
to the footpath across the wetlands (one of
my regular walks, so I was particularly pleased
about that one). I hope they will interest and
inspire all of you, even if you are among those
who are not able to get outside at the moment.
For those who prefer more sedentary
pursuits there’s news about the library opening
up again, and about talks organised by the Friends of the
library. Make the most of the cryptic crossword this month
(page 8), as our setter, Stan Yelds, is taking a break for the
summer, but he has promised to return later in the year.
There are a few quizzes to keep you busy too.
Have a good Easter and enjoy the spring.
Oh, and please remember – it’s April, can you believe
everything you read?
Patricia Thomas

Letters
Volunteering
t the beginning of February, I joined other volunteers
to assist with the vaccination programme at the
Church Stretton Health and Wellbeing Centre.
Many congratulations to the organisers of this well run
event.
For me it was a good experience and I got back more
than I gave. To be helping the NHS was reward enough
and to be part of a good volunteer group receiving many
compliments from grateful vaccine recipients was a real
bonus.
I recommend that if your help is required in the future
that you seriously think about giving it.
Name and address supplied

A

Fuel Security
In the early 1990s I went to London and marched against the
closures of the coal mines. I knew about acid rain then but
not of climate change. I had however always wondered where
all the smoke ‘went’. According to my sister, a chemical
engineer, research into clean burn technology at that time
was cancelled. My chief concern, however, was fuel security:
I wrote to Michael Heseltine, the Minister in charge of this
project, to ask how long our (UK) natural gas supplies would
last and after about six months (by which time a substantial
number of the coal mines had been closed) received a reply
that our (UK) natural gas reserves were expected to last until
2020/30, safely thirty years ahead at that time. Now we are
there. Not only do we have to deal with climate change but
we also have to put in place the infrastructure for the new
methods of energy supply or our present luxurious way of
life, our civilisation as we now know it, will end. Or we
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can say, we can generate 30-50% of our power by ‘green’
methods at present, so that is all the power we can use at
present. Either way, this matter is as Caleb Richards says in
his thought provoking piece (March 2021) a real cri de coeur,
urgent, as are the other issues of our use of finite resources
and disposal/recycling of the items made. Privatisation of
energy supplies also created the drive for profit, use more
equals more profit, and indeed our whole society is driven by
profit. Human beings must think through the consequences
of their actions, and that means each and every one of us.
Thelma Thompson

Thank You
Covid 19 Vaccination Hub
ay I publicly, through the medium of Focus,
thank all the wonderful staff and volunteers at
the Medical Centre for organising the Covid-19
vaccination hub for this area.
I am sure that I speak for many people when I say how
very grateful we are to have such dedicated professionals.
What they have achieved for all the community is
phenomenal and we owe them a huge debt of gratitude.
Perhaps I might also take this opportunity to thank
all the businesses in Church Stretton who have worked so
tirelessly for the community over the past year. Personally, I
couldn’t have coped without you.
Thank you to everyone involved in supporting this
community.
Valerie Ray

M
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What’s On in the Strettons in April
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages
April 12th has been identified as the
earliest date for Step 2 of the government’s
‘roadmap out of lockdown’ and we will
hopefully be seeing the reopening of nonessential retail shops, public buildings
including libraries and community centres,
outdoor hospitality venues and indoor
leisure venues etc. Please continue to check
websites or contact event/group organisers
to get the latest updates.

From Early April:

Bird Surveys

Volunteers are needed for curlew, lapwing
and red grouse surveys. Starting 1st April.
Socially distanced training will be available.
See SACWG article for more detail on how to
sign up.

Every Thursday and Friday:

Christian Meditation

Experience the ancient practice of Christian
Meditation (contemplative prayer) in a small
safe group.
At the moment, we meet online only.
Please contact John Dennison 722599 or
1johndennison@gmail.com
Thursday: 8pm for 8.15pm start
Friday: 2pm for 2.15pm start

Every Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday:

Walking for Health

Leaving from outside the HWBC. Small groups
only so if you are interested, please contact
Mayfair.
Tuesday/Thursday 10.30am
Wednesday 10.30/11am

Second Thursday

Marmaladies WI Virtual Meeting

We meet once a month on the second
Thursday of the month. Currently we are
using Zoom so please contact the secretary:
carol.greswell@gmail.com
or via the Marmaladies face book page to get
an invitation to join the Zoom meeting
8pm via Zoom

Wednesday 14

Friends of CS Library Talk (via Zoom)

Dr Isabel Carter: ‘Restoring a wetland flower
meadow in Church Stretton’
To book a place, please email
churchstrettonlibrary@outlook.com
7.30-8.30pm via Zoom
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Friday 16 April – Monday 31 May

Amnesty Festival of Social Justice

Amnesty group members and friends will be
challenging themselves to walk 60 km over
the Festival period, raising money for Amnesty
International UK at the same time. We hope
to arrange a number of walks in the Stretton
Hills. Please see main Amnesty article for
more details of this and the Zoom poetry
evening on 22nd May.
Info from David and Trish Howard
on 722904 or email: davidandtrish@hotmail.
co.uk

Thursday 22

CS Town Council Annual Assembly (Zoom)

Constituents who wish to attend, ask a
question or raise any other issue, are
invited to notify the Town Council by Tuesday
April 20th. They will then be sent a Zoom
invitation to the meeting.
Contact by phone: 722113 or email:
admin@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
7pm via Zoom

What’s on in Early May:
Thursday May 6

Council Elections

Some pandemic restrictions are expected still
to be in force.

Friends of CS Library Talk (via Zoom)

Dr Peter Toghill: ‘Geology of Church Stretton
and surrounding area’.
To book a place, please email
churchstrettonlibrary@outlook.com
7.30-8.30 pm via Zoom

We look forward to being able to meet up for
meetings and garden outings.
Take care and stay safe.
Contact: 723648

CS Leisure Centre

Please check with Leisure Centre regarding
any sessions that may now be taking place.
Please ring 720051
https://shropshire.gov.uk/leisure-services/
find-a-leisure-centre/church-stretton/
There are currently no group activities. This
affects WO listings:
• Badminton for All
• Japanese Taiko Drumming
• Strettons Table Tennis Group
• Three Touch Walking Football

CS Library

From April 12th, opening times are: Tuesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays: 10am-4pm (closed
between 12pm and 1pm)
Saturdays: 10am-1pm
We are sadly still not able to have groups
meet in the library. This affects the following
What’s On listings:
• Ancient Greek Study Group
• Latin Study Group
• Local and Family History Session
• Mayfair Time to Listen
• Reading Group
• Rhyme Time
• Sit and Knit
• Winter Talks
• Writers Groups
Telephone: 722535 or email us
Churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk

CS School Theatre

The School Theatre remains closed to the
general public and will re-open when it is
safe to do so.

Group and Venue Updates
CS Bridge Club

Closed until further notice. Please check the
website for information:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton

CS Croquet Club

CS Gardening Club

Our season usually runs from 1st April and
we welcome anyone who would like to try
the sport. We have Tuesday ‘Club afternoons’,
competitive events and a busy social diary
too!
Contact: Fane Conant, Club Secretary, on
722610 or email fanesue@aol.com

CS Stroke Support Group

With regret our meetings are cancelled for
the time being but for any information ring
Jane 01694 658027 or Hilary 01694 723419

CS Town Council

The Council can be contacted on 722113 or via
email: reception@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
The Council is updating information
continuously on its website:
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
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Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers

National Trust: Carding Mill Valley

No meetings until further notice.
Contact Ruth Jenkins: 724919

Knit and Natter at Berry’s

Meetings at Berry’s are suspended until
safe social distancing can be assured.
Please contact Liz Strachan for the latest
information: 07971 289273 or lizmegroup@
gmail.com

Ley Gardens

Community events suspended until further
notice. This includes:
• Joy Yoga/Joy Yoga Flow
• Knit and Natter
• Thursday Lunch Club

Long Mynd Camera Club

For details of the camera club’s online
lockdown programme, including
competitions, visit the website:
https://www.longmyndcameraclub.com/
programme

Marches Independent Photography (MIP)
Meetings currently suspended but keep
checking website for future meetings:
mip.photium.com

Mayfair/Health & Wellbeing Centre

Please see website for events and classes
open to the public. We offer our ‘Mayfair
Meals’ hot meal delivery service 365 days a
year.
Telephone: 01694 722077
Website: www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

Mayfair Dance Classes via Zoom

Popular classes led by Angela Ellis.
• Eastern Mystique: A fusion of traditional
belly dance movements and other dance
styles. Tuesdays 6.30-7.30pm
• Angela’s Just Dance: Dance to a variety of
music while you improve core muscles and
balance. Wednesdays 7-8pm
To book classes or for more information,
please contact Angela at angieboogieellis@
gmail.com

Mayfair Yoga Classes via Zoom

With Mary Reilly. Open to those with previous
experience of yoga.
Monday 8.30-9.30am and 7.30-8.30pm
These are mat-based sessions
Wednesdays 8-9pm: chair-based, with focus
on breath work and relaxation.
mary.reilly@mayfaircentre.org.uk

CMV car park is open but has limited spaces.
Toilets are open 9.30am to 4.30pm. Takeaway
options available from the kiosk. Card
payments only. The shop remains closed.
No events planned at present. Do check the
website for volunteering opportunities:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carding-mill-valleyand-the-long-mynd

Parish Centre, St Laurence’s

Closed until further notice for any purpose
except for the Food Bank.
This affects WO listings:
• C.A.M.E.O. meetings
• Messy Church
• Mothers’ Union meetings
• Southern Cross Line Dance Class
• U3A Singing for Pleasure Group
Do check the website for updates:
www.strettonparish.org.uk

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

There will be no RSPB events until further
notice. Please check website:
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

Scrappies

We look forward to welcoming you all
back. All opening times and Covid safety
arrangements will be posted on our website
and Facebook page.
Email: info@scrappies.org
Website: www.scrappies.org

SHI/Friday Night at the Horne

The SHI is closed to the public until further
notice. Website for updates:
www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
This also affects WO regulars:
• CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club
• Yoga with David Hedge

Shropshire Ornithological Society

Due to Covid restrictions, the Church Stretton
branch of Shropshire
Ornithological Society has cancelled all indoor
meetings until October 2021. Please check
website:
strettonsos.wordpress.com

Stretton Cancer Care Support Group

Meetings regretfully cancelled until further
notice. However committee members are very
willing to listen and offer support. Contact
numbers:
Lesley McIntyre 01694 723427
Rosemary Willietts 01694 722112

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice

There are no planned events at present but
we can be reached by phone on 07528 493181
or by email:
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Tuesday Club

Closed until further notice.
Contact: Joy: 723687

Key to Abbreviations/
Addresses:

CMV – Carding Mill Valley
CS – Church Stretton
CS Library – Church Street, SY6 6DQ Tel:
722535
CS School – Shrewsbury Rd, SY6 6EX
Tel: 722209
St. Laurence’s Church/CS Parish Centre –
Church St, SY6 6DQ
Mayfair – Mayfair Community Centre,
Easthope Rd, SY6 6BL. Tel: 722077
HWBC – Health and Well Being Centre, next
to Mayfair, SY6 6BL
Methodist Church – Watling St South, SY6
7BG
SHI – Silvester Horne Institute,
High St, SY6 6BY. Tel: c/o CS Town Council
Office 722113
URC – United Reformed Church, High St, SY6
6BY
VH – Village Hall
Contact Numbers – only numbers OUTSIDE
the CS dialling code area (01694) will include
the full number.
For the latest community updates, consider
subscribing to the excellent free community
messaging service by Rob/Sue Hill:
communitymessaging@scrappies.org

Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch
No indoor meetings planned at present.
However, there is a series of wildlife talks
that you can enjoy at home on the group’s
YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/c/ShropshireWildlifeTrust

Stretton Focus
Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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Mayfair News
Vaccination update – A second dose
ore Covid vaccination clinics will be held in the
Health and Wellbeing Centre and Mayfair over
the next few months. As well as reaching all adults,
everyone who has already been for their first vaccination here
will of course come again for their second jab. Our thanks
go to everyone involved and all our regular room users who
have had to change their plans to make way for this enormous
effort. Other activities continue within our buildings when
they can, but this has taken priority.

M

Kindness
Kindness gives as much to the giver, as to the receiver. As
befrienders, we are privileged to support others, particularly
during this last year.
Each of our CoCo friends and volunteers has developed
their own way of coping over the last year. Here are some of
their top tips and tales:
Peace in puzzles

Lessons for life
Over a year on from the first lockdown, what lessons have we
learned? The value of community certainly. But what lessons
for health and happiness have we taken to heart? CoCo team
leader, Mary Reilly, looks back and picks out some top tips
gleaned over the past year.
Sharing with others
Without someone to share our ups and downs, to take an
interest in us, or just to have a chat and a giggle, life can
become very empty. The main purpose of CoCo, and also
Mayfair’s Telephone Befriending service, is to share friendship
with those experiencing isolation.
Learning new skills
Covid has given us the opportunity to learn skills and take
up hobbies that we didn’t find time for before. Some of our
telephone friends have developed new computer skills to access
online art classes, choirs, church services, and time with family,
including reading bedtime stories to their grandchildren.
Exercise
We all know that exercise is important for health and mood,
and we are lucky to have wonderful walks right on our
doorsteps. But how did people with limited mobility exercise
during lockdown? One 96-year-old gentleman, inspired by
Captain Tom and cheered on by his CoCo volunteer, walked
laps around his bungalow each day. Others accessed Mayfair’s
exercise classes online.
Routine
Before Covid, the idea of having no commitments or timetable
sounded like heaven, but we have realised over this past year
the importance of maintaining a routine for our mental
wellbeing.
Connecting with nature
So many people have
discovered the benefits of
nature over this last year.
Some of our telephone
friends were able to appreciate
nature through their
windows, watching wildlife or
simply noticing the changing
of the seasons. Others
enjoyed watching wildlife
programmes on television.

6

CoCo volunteer Jane Richmond introduced a system of safe
jigsaw swaps between the people she supports. The jigsaw
serves a number of purposes: ‘It is a mental engagement. The
person has a huge sense of achievement when they place the
final piece. It stimulates the memory, and for some it is a
super way of spending time during this tedious lockdown.’
In her own house, she has taken jigsawing one step further.
“My husband completed a 1,500-piece jigsaw that took
many hours. The idea of breaking it up did not appeal, so we
decided to make it into the top of a coffee table.”
Hymns for health
Jill Clark loves singing with the Community choir but she
wasn’t expecting to call on her love of music as a befriender.
Last year, her client was not in a good place. He was
experiencing problems with mobility and then he had lost
two good friends. “One of the friends had sung with him
for years, and he accompanied her on the accordion. He had
previously been in demand to play and sing himself in church
and at Mayfair. Impulsively I said ‘Would you like to sing
with me? What’s your favourite hymn?’ It turned out to be
What a Friend we have in Jesus. We got through it and he was
obviously cheered. We also sang many, many old songs over
the weeks.”
Gaining perspective
Another of our volunteers enjoyed listening to war-time
reminiscences. “My telephone friend often says that it will be
alright, we got through the war and we will get through this.
She used to fold and repair barrage balloons, cook meals for
the pilots, and fuel the planes when they came in. Sharing her
memories has been pleasurable and therapeutic, and I love to
hear her stories.”
Care in corresponding
Volunteer Ruth Way found writing to friends and family a
really positive activity: “During the first lockdown I made a
decision to write to everyone in my address book. The benefits
turned out to be numerous – firstly, it resulted in a complete
sort out of my correspondence box, secondly it filled many
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hours with composing and writing, thirdly it resulted in some
very lovely replies. It made me focus on the positives in life –
no-one wants to receive a miserable missive!”

If you are interested in
taking part, please email
mary.reilly@mayfaircentre.org.uk

Counting blessings
After 11 months of ‘house arrest’, Pippa Middleton still finds
time to count her blessings: “I have MS and the drug I’m on
knocks my immune system down to a quarter, so I have to be
very careful to keep out of the way of the virus. I do feel as if
my perfume these days is Eau de Dettol! But I feel very lucky
that I have a nice warm home, a lovely fire to sit by along
with my cat, Tinkerbell. I am very content and happy. I potter
round and fill my days with reading, browsing on my iPad and
listening to the radio. My week always starts well when my
lovely CoCo friend Breda and I FaceTime, which is always fun
and very enjoyable! So, until I feel it’s safe out there, I am quite
happy to keep my head down and keep out of the virus’s way.”

Take to the (kitchen) floor
Angela Ellis’s dance classes at Mayfair have formed something
of a cult-following so the groups were determined to find a
way to carry on through the restrictions in place over the last
year. Having tried dancing in smaller groups and outside in
their gardens, they finally landed online with Zoom. “We dress
up, have fun, have some great exercise, full of energy – it’s
lovely seeing everyone.”

Happy hour
Last but not least, one of our clients, Jill, had to learn to
navigate lockdown on her own after living a very social life.
“As the youngest of six, and with 83 years behind me, I found
being alone a huge shock to my system. So every day I have
a ‘happy hour’ from 5-6pm, when I raise a glass of wine, or
small sherry or gin and tonic to all friends and family wherever
they are in the world. It’s a toast of good health to everyone.”
We’ll say ‘Cheers!’ to that.
CoCo (Compassionate Communities) and our Telephone
Befriending service work to tackle loneliness and isolation
by offering one-to-one relationships with carefully matched
and trained volunteers. Over the last six months, 107
people have benefited from this support. If you would
like to know more about the service telephone Mayfair on
01694 722077.

Eastern Mystique – A fusion of traditional belly dance
movements and other dance styles. Tuesdays, 6.307.30pm
Angela’s Just Dance – Dance to a variety of music
while you improve core muscles and balance.
Wednesdays, 7-8pm
To book classes or for more information, please contact
Angela at angieboogieellis@gmail.com
Are you feeling lucky?
One of the ways you can help support Mayfair’s work is to sign
up for our lottery draw. For just £12, you can stake your claim
to one particular lottery number for the year. The lottery is
drawn each month and there are four prizes to be won:
1st Prize £100, 2nd Prize £50, 3rd Prize £20, 4th Prize £10
All remaining funds go to support Mayfair’s work here in
the Strettons community. To sign up, call Mayfair on 01694
722077.

If you feel inspired to take up a new activity, here are three
of Mayfair’s finest:
Take to the mat

CoCo team leader Mary Reilly has another string to her bow –
she is a trained yoga instructor and has been running mat- and
chair-based yoga courses online over Zoom for the past few
months. There are a limited number of places, open to those
with previous experience of yoga.
Monday mornings, 8.30-9.30 – mat-based
Monday evenings, 7.30-8.30pm – mat-based
Wednesday evenings, 8-9pm – chair-based yoga with
focus on breathwork and relaxation

Stretton Focus
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Cryptic Crossword
by Stan Yelds
Find 9 9.
Across
1. English doubt about king’s royal servant (7)
5. Nervous about time with no allegiance (7)
10. First check crew – they’re all possible leads for
this, my friend (4)
11. Third person with fruit found in prickly
situation (10)
12. Urgent fault-finding (8)
13. Choose the French jam (6)
14. Late finish after average sales pitch is
perfection (8)
16. Author should survive the winter (5)
19. Carnival features small Shakespearean
character (5)
20. Powerful line penned by a man in Greek (8)
22. First to crease and fold in old English
resistance (6)
24. Little devil – one that gets freedom from
blame (8)
26. To charge an eccentric found in a wardrobe? (10)
27. Top prize was once a standard (4)
28. In front of the ball, not on left or right (7)
29. Luxury put Noël in a whirl (7)
Down
2. One in four doesn’t finish two doubles (9)
3. Vote for best celebrity content in reverse order (5)
4. Mr. Perrin and team, we hear, wasting a ruler (8)
6. Former partner and representative in film is granted
immunity (6)
7. Ditch worker makes cutting (9)
8. Contents of recap riled girl (5)
9. This month’s theme, lyrically these include a cigarette
and an airline ticket (7, 6)
15. It’s in tiers – sadly a vision problem (9)
17. Tailor and clothe for ten events (9)
18. Slam rôle-reversal nonsense (8)
21. Go astray – and on a short mission (6)
23. Publicity: oxygen of validation of the truth (5)
25. Set after Ulster man (5)

March’s Solution

Solution in the May Focus

S

crappies look forward to welcoming you all back.
All opening times and continuing Covid safety
arrangements will be posted on our website and
Facebook page.
With everyone reorganising their crafts and hobby
spaces over lockdown, we are brimming with all their
donations.
See you all soon!
The Scrappies Team
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certiﬁed Fitness Instructor

Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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Please Report Red Kites

I

n 2020, a pair that nested north of Longville in 2019
The spread of red kite across Shropshire continued in
returned to the same nest and raised two young.
2020, but they are still largely restricted to the south-west
Another site, closer to Longville, unsuccessfully
hills, including the Strettons area. Since 2006, well over 300
occupied in 2018 and 2019, was not reoccupied. There was young are known to have flown from Shropshire nests, and
also a new nest, east of Rushbury,
205 of these young have been
but that breeding attempt failed
wing-tagged.
too.
We are still trying to find
Kites were first found
all red kite nests, to check that
breeding in the Strettons area in
the recovery is continuing, and
2012 (two sites, one east of the
to look for tags on the nesting
A49), and two further sites are
adults. Pairs should be around
known to have been used prior
nest sites now, as egg-laying
to the three referred to above.
usually occurs in the second or
However, there are likely to be
third weeks in April.
other pairs nesting at unknown
If you see evidence of
locations, as wing-tagged birds
breeding (a pair together,
that are old enough to breed have
displaying, one seen at the same
been photographed in the area,
place several times, or going in or
including Purple K, over Church
out of a wood or copse) please tell
Stretton allotments last July. It’s
Leo Smith (01694 720296, leo@
Purple K, photo Terry Moore Terry@TMdCImagery leosmith.org.uk).
a male, one of a brood of two
tagged near Westhope in 2016.
All reports will be treated
Given the rapid spread and population increase (over
in absolute confidence. Kites are very shy, and they are
40 known pairs in Shropshire in 2019 – the first successful
legally protected. It is an offence to disturb them, but this
breeding for 130 years occurred as recently as 2006), it is
monitoring is carried out under licence.
likely that the breeding population will continue to increase.
Leo Smith

APM Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group
25th February 2021

S

eventeen persons attended the Zoom Meeting. The
usual business was conducted and the SACWG
Committee were re-elected. An illustrated presentation
of nine surveys and projects then
took place, including new ones for
the coming year. Full details of all
the reports can be accessed in the
Annual Report of the Strettons
Area Community Wildlife Group
2020 using: www.shropscwgs.
org.uk/strettons-area-wildlifegroup. A recording of the meeting
can be accessed for 28 days on
Middle Marches Community Land
Trust channel: https://youtu.be/
zMTBZXvwlTo. Steve Butler,
SACWG Chairperson.

Nest building usually starts in early
April, and young are being fed in late April or early May,
so now is the best time to locate breeding pairs. Some pairs
raise two broods. Three breeding
pairs were found at previously known
sites, and four were found at new
sites. The nests of two pairs could not
be found, as they probably nest under
bridges in private gardens, in Church
Stretton itself, and Little Stretton.
Three previously known sites were
not visited, but it is likely at least two
were occupied. The population in the
area is therefore estimated at 9 to 11
pairs.
We want to improve our
knowledge this year. Many dippers
have colour-rings like the one in the
Dippers
photo. The letter and two numbers
Colour Ringed Dipper © John Hanley
Dippers inhabit fast flowing streams,
on each ring are unique, so if we can
and the Shropshire Hills is the county
read the ring, we add to what we
stronghold. They feed exclusively on larvae collected on the know of the life history of the bird.
stream bed, and they take readily to nest boxes. We started
If you see a dipper, and especially if you see one or a pair
a dipper project last April. Members were asked to report
regularly, or evidence of breeding behaviour, or you know
sightings in 2020, and from previous years, and an appeal
of a nest site, please tell Leo Smith (01694 720296, leo@
for information appeared in Stretton Focus. Thank you to
leosmith.org.uk).
the Focus readers who sent us information.
Penny Bienz
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Strettons Area Bird Surveys 2021

T

he good news is, the Government’s road map out of
Coronavirus restrictions says that the ‘stay at home’
rule is planned to end on 29th March, just in time
for Focus readers to get involved in the 2021 Strettons area
bird surveys. We need new helpers for both surveys, please.
Red Grouse
The Red Grouse count will take place on the top road along
the Long Mynd every Thursday from 1st April to 9th May,
starting one and a half hours before sunset and lasting until
15 minutes after sunset. Participants do not need to come to
every count, but please come to as many as you can. Counts
will also be held on Monday or Tuesday evenings between
these dates.
The grouse are conspicuous at this time of day, so
anyone can help. You don’t need to be an expert. The
methodology is simple, and it’s your chance to enjoy the
sunsets, get close-up views of this wonderful bird, and see
other moorland specialities and birds of prey.

photo: Terry Moore Terry@TMdCImagery
There will be a written briefing, and a practical on-thejob (socially distanced) training session for anyone who
wants it, explaining how to go about the survey, and record
what you see, on the first date, 1st April.
For further information see the Community Wildlife
Groups website shropscwgs.org.uk/strettons-area-wildlifegroup/long-mynd-red-grouse-project/ or contact Lorna
Taylor (01694 723301, lorna.taylor@btinternet.com).

Curlew, Lapwing and other target species

photo: John Harding
The survey area is bounded roughly by Leebotwood,
Marshbrook, Shipton and Hughley, and is divided into 30
squares, each of 2x2 kilometres. Participants take on one of
these survey squares and visit three times, on dates to suit
you around 1st April, 1st May and 15th June, about half a
day each visit. It’s easy to do, and participants are provided
with simple survey instructions and a map to record
sightings on.
There will be a practical (socially distanced) training
session for those who want to come, explaining how to go
about the survey, and record what you see, around the end
of March.
The previous issues of Focus have also included details
of our Save the Curlews in the Strettons area Appeal.
Donations are still needed, please.
The Bird Survey 2020 report, and details of the appeal
and how to make donations to it, can be found on our
website www.shropscwgs.org.uk/strettons-area-wildlifegroup. If you want more information about the survey or
the appeal, or want to help, contact Leo Smith (01694
720296, leo@leosmith.org.uk).
Survey organised by Strettons area Community
Wildlife Group and Church Stretton branch of Shropshire
Ornithological Society.
Leo Smith

Gardening Ideas

“A

February spring isn’t worth a pin.” So the old saying goes. The latter half of February was certainly enough to
lull us into a false sense of security, and March, as yet, is an unknown quantity. April, with any luck, should offer
us something more reliably springlike. This is our last chance to rejuvenate, split and tidy before the burgeoning
of May, so cut back any camellias (it’s okay to cut into old wood), and shear off winter heathers and remove the dead heads
of mop-head hydrangeas. Cutting ground-cover hypericum to about 5cm (2 inches) should reduce the chance of later rust
attacks. Hardy fuchsia is rejuvenated by pruning to about 10cm.
If you haven’t planted any vegetables now’s the time; if you have they’ll need hardening off. Others can be planted
directly into the soil now.
Start harvesting rhubarb, split your hostas into new rich compost, thin or divide vigorous perennials such as asters
and sedums, and move and replant any evergreen shrubs. Tie in tender new shoots of climbers to reduce the risk of wind
damage. Above all keep an eye on the weather forecasts; our weather, never totally predictable, is now even less so and
could easily catch us all out! Happy gardening!
S D Forster
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Upgrade of the Gasworks Path

I

t’s now three years since the boardwalk across the
wetlands was built during two weeks in a chilly January.
The Stretton Wetlands Interest Group, part of the
Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group, raised £14,000
to pay for that work. The team from Shropshire Council
was wonderful but they could only get the work done with
the support of an army of
local volunteers, particularly
from the National Trust.
We didn’t realise quite
how popular the boardwalk
would prove. Indeed,
newcomers to the area may
not be aware of what an
impenetrable wilderness it
used to be! This winter the
footpath has been busier
than ever, and heavy usage
combined with a lot of rain
meant that the somewhat
overgrown footpath on the A49 side was becoming very
muddy and difficult to use. Dave Hardwick, Shropshire
Council’s Area Rights of Way Officer, came to cut back
some of the overhanging branches and was amazed at the
number of walkers. Some appreciative walkers offered
money for gravel. So Dave swung into action, arranged the
delivery of 16 tonnes of gravel from Bayston Hill Quarry,

12

prepared the paths and liaised with Mike Carter to arrange
some local help.
This week the gravel was delivered and a number of
local volunteers were willing to help with the really hard
work of wheelbarrowing heavy loads of it the whole way
over the boardwalk to improve the path at the other end.
In the meantime, Dave and
Aaran Hasty of the SC Team
did the same on the A49
side of the railway. Covid19 regulations limited the
number who could work
at any one time and alas it
wasn’t possible to provide tea
and biscuits to keep them
going.
So here are some pictures
of the work in progress
and I wanted to use this
opportunity to say a huge
thank you to the donors of the gravel, to Dave Hardwick
and Aaran and to all the volunteers who helped with the
hard work – Mike Carter, Mike Foss, John Goyne, Paul
Godwin, David Howard, David Matthews, Andrew Mercer,
Tim Parker and Will Priestley. The path now looks just
wonderful so please take every opportunity to enjoy it!
And the good news doesn’t end there because Network
Rail has now agreed to replace the two stiles by the railway
with kissing gates.
Isabel Carter, Stretton Wetlands Interest Group
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A. S. MORRIS & SON
Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
PRIVATE CHAPEL
Tel: Church Stretton 722876
NIGHT AND DAY

Longmynd
Private Hire
Local Pick-ups
Long and Short journeys
Airport Transfers
Contract Work
Any Job Considered
PRE-BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Call: 01694 722472
Email: longmynd_limo@
btinternet.com
Established 20 years
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Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Built In/Freestanding
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677
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New Business in the Strettons: Bleat Sweet

E

verybody knows that a healthy body makes a healthy
mind, and that applies equally to human and animal
health. In fact, when it comes to sheep, we might
consider physical health as the precursor to any emotional
balance.
Ovinia Schäfer appears to disagree – partly, at least.
Her view is that the physical health of a sheep is entirely
dependent on its mental health, and she is determined to
provide a service that proves that.
Depression in sheep, as in humans, can be deeply
damaging. A sad ewe loses breeding viability, the essential
quality of her fleece, her milk, and ultimately the meat of
her offspring.
Ovinia, the brains behind Bleat Sweet, a new Stretton
business, is a Sheep Whisperer, who has moved to the area
from North Yorkshire. She aims to improve the mental
health of sheep by engaging one of the dominant ewes of
any flock in a psychiatric consultation to improve the mood
of the creature. This improved mental state is then conveyed
to the remainder of the flock.

approach is to sit with them and tell them that everything is
OK. The Pandemic, Climate change, Brexit, the existence of
Donald Trump – all will be solved. And often I play music
to them.”
“Bah-ch? Beethoofen?” I ask.
“The Bleatles,” she replies. “They join in! ‘She loves
ewe (Beah! Beah! Beah!)’. Anyway, the results speak for
themselves.”
Indeed they do. Farmers have reported that their
sheep have become unrecognisable as a result of Ovinia’s
treatment.
“You can tell a depressed sheep by the downward
groaning of its bleats,” avers Yorkshire hill farmer John
Gulley-Ball. “It’s easy to imagine the bleat as a cry of
despair, and that seems to be entirely the case. We tried
everything to help ours but nothing seemed to work.
However, since Ovinia whispered to my ewes, they have
always bleated upwards in theological enquiry, as if aspiring
to the heavens. I’m so sorry we’ve lost her to Shropshire.
She’s an absolute diamond.”
“The famous animal psychoanalyst Carl Schäfer-Jung,
my ancestor, was Swiss,” says Ovinia. “Hopefully I can help
to justify the Long Mynd’s nickname of ‘Little Switzerland’.”
If you wish to inspire your ‘woolly breeders’ with joy,
or if you are just keen to witness the novelty of a sheep
bleating upwards, Ovinia can be phoned on 01694 123456.
Alternatively email ovinia@bleatsweet.bt.com.
Eddie Torre

Hot Dogs?

Before and after Ovinia’s care
“Sheep are not stupid,” says Ovinia, “and they tend to
pick up the emotions of their companions. Whispering to
a queen ewe can have a profound effect on the rest of them.”
I ask her why sheep can become so depressed.
“Firstly, they’re bored,” replies Ovinia, “and despite
the great views, lush grassland and fresh air, they lack the
repeated emotional stimuli we gain from our smartphones.
Not only that, but they pick up vibrations from the human
world, and when the human world is in turmoil, they
sense something is deeply wrong and react accordingly. My

Church Stretton and
District Gardening Club

T

hankfully our gardens are not affected by Covid
and it is lovely to see them bursting into life after
the winter.
Unfortunately I have no news as to when we can
meet again but hopefully it will not be too far away. Best
wishes to you all.
Evelyn Dapling
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Another quiz from Graham Wenman
Answers on page 55
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

I was a Burgundian Abbott
E.g. Clay or Fury
E g. Stan Yelds
Eg D I R
Catch me in NY?
A nitrous oxide can (slang)
Angry loaf
Can I be looped?
A wee gal

10. E.g. Peter Schmeichel

Trivia Corner No 209
by Ken Willis
Answers on page 55
1. How many pairs of legs not including claws does
a crab have?
2. Where do plants get nitrogen from?
3. What legendary creature was the Kraken?
4. What is a young deer called?
5. What breed of dog is generally used to pull sleds?
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Catholic Voice
Happy Holy Week and Easter!
t the time of writing this (end of
February) I note that for the first few
days of April Christians will be entering
what is called the ‘Sacred Triduum’ or ‘Sacred
Three Days’. The liturgy which is celebrated follows closely
the activity of the earliest Christians, and of Christ himself.
On Holy Thursday evening (in normal years) we have the
Mass of the Lord’s Supper recalling what he did and said
around the Last Supper Table, including the washing of
his Disciples’ feet. We then move with Jesus to the garden
of Gethsemane where we watch with him (spend time in
silent prayer) before leaving in silence. Good Friday sees the
Church gather again in silence to take up where we left off,
with the commemoration of Jesus’ arrest, trial, crucifixion
and death; before leaving again in silence. Holy Saturday
night, after sunset, we gather for the Easter Vigil during

A

There’s a hole in my bucket!
o you have a particular skill such as carpentry,
metal work, needlework, jewellery making? Do you
get enormous satisfaction out of repairing items
which would otherwise end up in the dump? If so, Stretton
Climate Care needs your help.
We are planning to set up a Repair Café in Church
Stretton with a proposed launch date in the autumn, subject
to possible Covid restrictions. The Repair Café would
provide a meeting space where people come together on a
quarterly basis to fix items while enjoying the company of
others and refreshments. The café will encourage people to
repair and re-use products rather than throw them away.
Visitors to the café will bring broken items for repair,
offering donations towards materials and running costs.
Repairers will seek to fix the broken items, donating their
time free of charge. They will also help people learn how to
repair items for themselves.
In short, this is a planet-saving initiative, with a huge
feel-good factor for both repairers and customers. The
Repair Café hopes to be a social space where like-minded
people come together to enjoy their crafts and help others
extend the life of useful items at little cost.
We know that many talented people live in the Strettons
and nearby. This is a chance to share your skills with others.
For example, could you help with computer repairs, bicycle
repairs, repair of small items of furniture, household items,
pieces of clothing, anything portable which could be carried
to the Repair Café by one person? Are you able to do PAT
testing?
If so, please contact Stretton Climate Care info@
strettonclimatecare.org.uk for the attention of Moira
Matthews for more information. We would love to hear
from you!
Jon Cooke, Publicity Officer
www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk

D
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which we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. These three
days are part of a single act of worship which conclude with
the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. The liturgy at the end
of Holy Week is very intense as we contemplate all that God
has done in order to reconcile us to himself, throughout
history as recorded in the Scriptures. Jesus is God’s final
word about our salvation; it is through him that we can rise
from the tombs that we create for ourselves in our broken
sinfulness: whether they be made principally of spiritual,
material, physical, social, emotional or psychological matter.
Easter is a time for celebrating our liberation from
oppression and even the bond of death itself. I realise that
for many Easter is a holiday weekend but let us try and
recover a sense of what it is we are celebrating: the full
dignity, meaning, and homeland of every human person has
been revealed in the Resurrection of Jesus. So with Christ
let us too rise up this Easter – whilst enjoying the Easter
festivities with friends and family as far as we can this year.
Canon Jonathan Mitchell

The nation has a ‘roadmap’…
and Good Neighbours has a website

Find out more about our activities by visiting
churchstrettongoodneighbours.org.uk
Guy Sjögren
Church Stretton Good Neighbours

Mayfair Lottery Results for
February
£100

330

£50

363

£20

643

£10

445
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Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.

CAROLINE CRUMP

Registered with the H.P.C.

S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

REFLEX THERAPIST

Private Consultations
and Home Visits

"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
R.E. & C.O. ALMAN MPS
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements
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Historic Church Stretton – Motor Car Rally, 1908

D

uring the early years of the motor
car, rallies were popular ways
for national and local motoring
clubs to test the reliability of different
makes. Rallies would often last for up to
a week and tour the country, with the
drivers staying at the best hotels. These
photographs show cars that were taking
part in the 2,000-mile Round Britain
International Touring Car Trial during
which they had an overnight stop in
Church Stretton on 24th June 1908,
staying at The Hotel.

There were 46 entrants and the rally extended over
13 days and finished at Brooklands with a 200-mile
race. There were many steep hills to negotiate, the
steepest being a gradient of 1 in 5.4. All cars except
two-seaters had to carry four passengers including
an official observer. Points were deducted for taking
more than three minutes to start the engine in the
morning, for each passenger who was off-loaded on
hills to lighten the load, for each minute arriving after
the scheduled arrival time at the end of the day, for
each gallon of petrol used (to encourage economy), for
stopping to lubricate or fill up the radiator with water
and for many other factors. Repairs en-route inevitably
caused a loss of time and all spares except tyres and
batteries had to be carried; no ‘travelling workshops’
were allowed. The overall winner was a 3 litre 12-16
HP Vauxhall, which completed the Brooklands race
averaging 46 mph.
Barrie Raynor and Tony Crowe
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SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP
JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE
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Church Stretton
My Path to Self-Discovery

A

s a young teenage girl
growing up in a
world surrounded by
judgment and social media
there have been times where I
have questioned my self-worth.
The constant pressure to fit
into a set beauty standard has
been exhausting and frustrating
not only for myself, but for
many of my peers. However, it
seems the more I pushed these
expectations away, the more I
was able to focus on my path to self-discovery.
For three years I had the opportunity to experience
life in South Korea. Although it has been an experience
I thoroughly enjoyed, one cultural aspect that has stuck
with me was how many Koreans felt the need to comply to

beauty standards doing this through plastic surgery. South
Korea is notoriously known for its success in the plastic
surgery industry, with the highest rates of cosmetics surgery
at almost 1 million procedures in a year. A survey from
Gallup Korea, 2015, stated that one in three South Korean
women between the ages of 19 to 29 claimed to have
plastic surgery. I remember seeing advertisements plastered
across walls, glorifying plastic surgery and claiming they’d
give me the ‘perfect face,’ at a very cheap price. It was only
later on I found out that the ‘perfect face,’ came at a grand
total of £12,000. What a bargain. Funnily enough many
thought this a great offer and bargained their own money
for university just to purchase a face which fitted Korea’s
standards of beauty.
Now it may seem that the extent of Koreans giving up
their education just to look ‘pretty’ is extreme and surely
would leave them uneducated and jobless. Well, when
asked why many took such drastic measures to match

Will Technology lead to WW3?
I’m 15 years old and I absolutely
love concerts and music, I’m
incredibly passionate about
it. I’m also a huge bookworm
and animal lover. History is
my favourite subject at school.
When I leave I’d love to become
a Primary School Teacher, its the
dream!

I

bet you didn’t know that
somebody was watching
what we do on our
electronic devices every second of the day... even when on

a private browser or web page, even if you’re looking at
files stored in a safe place only you know the password to.
Somebody is always watching your every move, creepy right?
You’re probably asking yourself how this can lead to
WW3, well, if our every move is being watched, this means
people can keep track of what we like to see, and what we
don’t like to see, leading to our technology only showing us
what appeals to the user. Every advert, recommended page,
it’s all put together by somebody tracing our every move. All
this isn’t done to make us enjoy the time spent online more,
it’s to increase the profit the company is watching us makes.
But do they ever stop to think about the consequences?
When something controversial happens, you usually see
it on the news first, and after that it spreads like wildfire all

Strictly Come Dancing

S

trictly Come Dancing.
Yep, you know the one.
Maybe you’re a big fan
yourself, or perhaps you live
with a Strictly super fan who
drives you crazy with their
constant need to cha cha cha
round the kitchen! Either
which way, watching the
non-professional dancers in
the show improve week on
week and riding the roller
coaster of emotions with them
through the competition is gripping. It’s glitter filled, feel
good format providing the perfect form of escapism for
TV viewers, especially during 2020, which had been a
particularly dark and trying year – 13.2 million viewers took
a break from reality and tuned into the 2020 Strictly final!

20

With the huge popularity of Strictly last year and
as a dancer myself, it got me thinking about whether
competition and dance go hand in hand or if dance should
purely be for expression and enjoyment? I decided to
investigate the world of competitive dance and find out
how many dancers across the country actually take part in
dance competitions.
Competitive dance began to gain momentum during
the early 1900s. The sport’s roots began in France, with the
first ever competition centring around the Tango, which
was soon followed by ballroom dance contests springing up
throughout Western Europe. Fast forward a century and it
seems that the world of competitive dance is still thriving,
with dancers competing not only in ball-room but also in
jazz, ballet, breakdance, hip hop and many more styles!
Dancers involved in competitive dance take the sport
incredibly seriously and can even become so obsessed with
winning that they push their bodies to the limit. A huge
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Student Journalists
today’s standards, they in turn believed it would actually
increase their chances of getting employed. At first, this
concept seemed completely ridiculous to me until I learned
how physical traits affected your potential employment.
It seemed workplaces would rather employ a friendly,
approachable looking face than someone with a higher
educational qualification. This truly showed me the dark
influence that society’s beauty standards had to the extent
that companies appeared to value external attractiveness
over hard-earned work.
The reality that looks affected not only your social
media, but your job employment did make me sit and
ponder my vanity. As a child of mixed English and Korean
ethnicity, fitting to each countries’ standard was frustrating
and I recall many memories as a young child sitting in
front of the mirror trying to fix and over line my lips in
an attempt to match the girls surrounding me. However
despite these differences, as I matured I came to the

realisation that those differences were in fact what set me
apart. I tried harder to build the qualities that I admired and
once I finally accepted myself for the way I am, it opened
up a completely new mind set for me and I was no longer
focused on changing my looks, but was more determined to
change and become the best possible version of myself. By
pushing away society’s pressures I was no longer frustrated,
but felt confident in the appearance I was given.
I must admit the path to self-acceptance is long and
exhausting especially with lockdown opening a time for me
and my friends to criticise our self-worth. But sometimes a
simple reminder that your uniqueness is truly beautiful can
be enough to set you on the path to self-discovery and to
hopefully break the damaging expectations society has for us
in this day and age.
Katie Howard

over different social media, but due to everybody’s different
personal preferences, we all see different sides to the latest
statement.
Why is that such a big deal though? Seeing two sides
to one story is usually a good thing, it means you can see it
from two perspectives and decide who to side with.
But imagine if the news released the statement ‘Elvis is
alive and he’s running for president!’, I can guarantee that
this Title would be plastered over every social media platform
and of course people are bound to have different opinions on
it, leading to people seeing different sides of the story.
One person could see the title ‘Elvis is back and better
than ever with ideas to revolutionise America!’, whereas
some other people could see the title ‘Elvis is back and has

plans to take revenge on all those who did him dirty’. These
two very contrasting titles could easily cause arguments,
those arguments then leading to fights, the fight then
leading to a huge brawl and eventually a divide between
people who want Elvis to be president and people who
don’t. Their opinions are highly unlikely to change because
they’re constantly being fed the idea that he is evil, or he is
good, and the bickering and scraps will only continue until
the whole world has an opinion and everybody is battling
one another, aka, WW3.
The moral of this article is don’t believe what you see
online, or anywhere in fact. Don’t let one news title warp
your opinion, and definitely don’t start WW3 over it.
Georgia Davies

amount of hard work and dedication goes into competition
dance routines, and the thrill of stepping out onto stage and
performing is like no other feeling. However, this thrill can
often be combined with anxiety and stress in the lead up to
competition day. Will they remember the dance, keep their
balance and not fall out on their turns?
Dancers often start competing at primary school age
and find the benefits of competing, and winning, dance
competitions include increased confidence, improved fitness
and forging team spirit and friendships. However, for some
dancers the added time and pressure of competing can
become stressful. Many people, myself included, discover
that as you become older and advance through the teenage
years, the focus falls on upcoming school exams, which can
become demanding, especially when trying to balance dance
with your studies and a social life.
Whilst I really admire the hard work and dedication
from the competitors, I can’t help feeling that dance should

also be about expressing yourself and dancing from
the heart, instead of throwing in an aerial and a back
handspring just to gain an extra edge over other
competitors. I feel like there are many other ways that
dancers could increase their involvement and enjoyment
of the sport. For example, how many times do dancers
rush into perfecting a move without learning the roots
or background of it? Or discard a certain dance style just
because they don’t like the look of it? Learning the history
and evolution of dance can help them better appreciate the
moves they’re performing in competitions. Personally, I
think it’s just as important to concentrate on understanding
the roots of dance moves and learning from teachers and
other professionals, instead of constantly competing. Seeing
dance from this perspective allows me to focus on my real
love of dance, the sheer enjoyment, natural stress relief and
fun it brings me.
Lucy Poole
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Methodist Voice

I

am writing this having just finished
solving the cryptic crossword in the
February Focus.
Saturday evening in my house is when we
do The Times jumbo crossword, but I have
always thought the cryptic variety is ‘not my
thing’, so I thank Stan Yelds for having caught my interest.
I may be the only person to get hooked on cryptic
crosswords during lockdown but many people have used
the time to learn new skills. Along with the learning process
attics, basements and garages have been cleared of hoards of
stuff. Collins dictionary defines a hoard as an accumulated
store hidden away for future use. I tell myself “If you haven’t
needed it in the last 20 years, let it go”. The result is piles
of goods to take to a charity shop as soon as it opens, plus a
blue recycling bag so heavy I can hardly carry it to the gate
and enough scrap paper to last the rest of my life.
So much for the material spring cleaning but what
about “inner freshness” – that slogan adopted by a famous
brand of liver salts? What about all the mental baggage that
clutters up our minds?
The weeks between Easter and Whitsun may be a good
time for some lifestyle recycling.
Fear and anxiety that makes us too timid to face
tomorrow? Bin it.
Bitterness and grudges nursed? Let them go.
Forgiveness withheld; forgiveness not sought? Throw
them both out.
Jesus told a story about a man who was delighted to get
rid of bad influences from his life but found that the empty
space was soon filled by worse things. So let’s replace spite
with kindness; having thrown out selfishness, let’s make
room for compassion and thoughtfulness; in place of hate let
love grow. In place of a narrow, insular view of life, embrace
a big one-world-vision where every single person matters.
Is this radical turnaround what St Paul meant by ‘the
renewing of your minds’, a kind of first century mindfulness?
Mindfulness today is practised by growing numbers of people
of many different faiths; what Christianity adds is that we are
not left go through the whole process on our own. We are set
free by the forgiving love of God shown to us in Jesus Christ,
and we are empowered by the Holy Spirit who has been
called the Divine Renewer.
RuthD avies

Stretton Cancer Support

W

hat a difficult twelve
months it has been for
all support organisations
such as ours in the Strettons. We
have only managed to meet up
once, since we had to cancel all
indoor meetings last March. We
were able to enjoy a staggered and socially distanced
‘Open Garden’ at Juniper Cottage in All Stretton in
that small window of opportunity in July and what
a joy it was to spend time in the sun chatting to old
friends.
The plans we had made for moving forward in the
autumn also had to be cancelled but frequent phone calls to
members ensured that we kept in touch with everyone.
Instead of our annual Christmas lunch we purchased
crocus bulbs from Church Stretton Rotary Club which the
committee potted up and delivered, in appropriate festive
wrapping to all our regular members.
Watching the bulbs grow and come into flower has been
a delight and knowing that the purchase of the bulbs has
added to the Rotary Eradicate Polio programme has been an
added bonus.
We are deeply indebted to Roger Wilson who has been
a stalwart of our committee for over ten years but is now
stepping down, though he will continue to support and be
a member of the group. He and his wife Sheelagh have been
responsible for putting together and distributing our regular
Newsletter and for the many articles of interest submitted
to Focus. Whilst a new team will be putting our Newsletter
together we hope that Roger, with his excellent knowledge
of current treatments and research into cancer will continue
to submit articles of interest and information to the group
and to Focus.
We would like to thank the Medical Centre for the
efficient and positive atmosphere engendered during the roll
out of the Covid vaccination programme and hope that at
last we can start making plans for the future. We welcome
anyone affected by cancer in any way and no matter how
long ago to come and join our friendly and supportive
group.
If you want to know more about the group or need
to talk then phone Lesley McIntyre on 01694 723427 or
Rosemary Williets on 01694 722112.

Scout Group News

T

he Leaders report that with the advent of Spring there has been a flurry of activities in all
Sections, even though they are all virtual or on Zoom. Cooking is still a favourite, which caused
Scout Leader Neil Crumpton to remember that in January the Troop held a successful Burns
night with the cooking of traditional Scottish foods – including deep-fried Mars bars! A major interest
in the Troop at present is the Artist Badge with some hidden talent being revealed.
Where most Sections try for the Cook Badge, the Explorer Unit (ages 14-18) aims for the more prestigious Chef Badge
and are expecting to find some budding Nigellas or Gordons in their ranks. A recent review showed that they totalled over
25 years membership of the Group between them.
Beaver Leader Lena Roberts has recently presented Bronze Chief Scout’s Awards to Kristen and George before they
moved up into the Cub Scout Pack. (It is the Group’s policy that no surnames are published without parental permission.)
The Wednesday Cub Pack has also gained awards with Harry and Zac attaining the Chief Scout’s Silver Award.
Two other Cubs, Maisie and Norah, have been fundraising by making and selling shortbread and gingerbread while
Henry has raised money for the Centrepoint Charity with a sponsored sleepover. A popular activity with the Pack is the
Communicator Badge where the older Cubs devise codes which are then emailed to younger Cubs to decode.
All in all the Group is extremely active but anxious to get back to regular meetings.
Fred Reeve
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Integral
Gardens
●
●
●
●
●

Borders maintenance
Garden maintenance
Garden restoration
Lawn maintenance
Garden design and soft
landscaping
● Flowering plants pruning
● Wooden structures
Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES
All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning,
hedgecutting, trees, patios,
Pest control, wasps,
moles, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 658060
or 01584 861884
Mob: 07742 945768
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WILLOWBATCH
CARDING MILL VALLEY
A ground ﬂoor, centrally
heated one bedroom self
catering apartment, set in
the beautiful surroundings
of Carding Mill Valley
100 yards past the
National Trust Pavilion.
Please contact Don Rogers
for rates and availability
on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk

Ben Carter
Landscaping, Grounds,
Property Maintenance
Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying
garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs
shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work
Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802
for further information
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Gardens of Delight
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Mike’s partner, Jayne, works with him as his Design
Assistant and Business Manager. They met at the RHS
Tatton Flower Show in 2013, at which Mike won the RHS
Gold Award for his ‘The Star Gazer’s Retreat’ design of a
woodland glade in which was set a green-roofed observatory.
Jayne says, “This is also where Mike and I met. Quite
romantic really. The design featured on the TV programme
Gardeners World.”
Mike’s daughter, Saffron, is an illustrator and plants
person and she assists with marketing and planting scheme
designs. Saffron designed the amazing wildlife meadow
scene that decorates Mike’s van; a testament to her design
talent. Mike’s son, Christy, lives in Bali, Indonesia where he
creates 3D virtual reality walk-through movies and images,
via which Mike’s clients are able to visualise what their
gardens will look like before they are built.
“Our gardens are more important than ever,” Mike
says, “Taken together, the gardens in this country make
up the biggest nature reserve we have, and have a vitally
important role to play. Gardens can, and should, provide
food and shelter for our wild creatures, plus we benefit from
them, too. If everyone could do a little something in their
garden by leaving a small wilder area, this would encourage
pollinators, hedgehogs and more. It’s easy to put up bird
boxes, bird feeders, bat and bug boxes. My mantra is ‘by
acting locally and thinking globally, together we can make
the world a better place’.”
Mike and Jayne are planning to develop their own
local, wildlife nature reserve project, to plant trees to
help towards correcting climate change, to sow meadows
for our pollinators and to demonstrate the principles
of working with nature rather than battling to tame it,
through holding environmental educational workshops.
Mike says, “If anyone is interested in selling us a few acres
to help us achieve our environmental project – please get in
touch.” Now there’s a challenge for our local residents and
environmental activist groups!
Christine Williams

URC Garden

S

ome of you will recall that Mike Russell, of Mike
Russell Designs, made the lovely garden behind the
United Reformed Church on the High Street in
Church Stretton. Spring is with us now and so if you haven’t
visited this tranquil place yet, it’s a good time to become
acquainted. Mike says, “This is a sacred community garden
with naturalistic planting inspired by the landscape of Long
Mynd. I re-visited the garden during the first lockdown last
year, and met a chap sitting under the pergola. We talked;
he didn’t know I had designed the garden. He said that
the garden had saved his life and that he visited it every
day, enjoying the peace, tranquillity and the wildlife. This
meeting proved to me how important it is for our mental
health that we should be able to connect with nature.”
Mike grew up in North Shropshire and the Welsh
Borders. His father was an environmentalist and his mother
was a teacher and artist, who also ran a plant nursery called
Sweeney Mountain Alpines. His elder brother, Tim, is a
countryside ranger, so it was natural that Mike also went
into a business of earth and growing things. “As a child I
had my own little garden,” Mike explains, “and I helped my
Mum in the nursery, potting up plants, weeding, and selling
plants at Oswestry market.”
He remained in Oxford after completing a degree at
Oxford Brookes, and started a business there – Oxford
Wildlife Gardens – with a student friend after being
inspired by a book called How to make a wildlife garden by
Chris Baines. Mike says, “I still have a signed copy of the
book, dated 19/10/1985.”
In 1987 he returned to Shropshire to work for the
Shropshire Wildlife Trust (SWT) as an Education Officer,
during which time he continued his training in environmental
education. He worked for the National Trust in the early
1990s as a Countryside Ranger in Wales and returned to
the SWT as Garden Watch Officer in the mid-90s, working
with groups of disadvantaged people to create gardens. Mike
explains, “Horticultural therapy connects people with nature
and wildlife, and improves a sense of wellbeing.”
He explains his passion this way, “Nature and wild
spaces are an inspiration to me. My mum was an artist and
my Dad an environmentalist, which has been a big influence
on me. My art and design training taught me about good
design principles, and other great garden designers who have
influenced me are Dan Pearson and Nigel Dunnett. Another
great influence is David Attenborough, for his passion about
the natural world. I use local and sustainable materials, and
recycle and re-purpose as much as I can. I enjoy naturalistic
planting that reflects the local flora and finding the right
plant for the right place.”
One of Mike’s projects was to create a garden for Lord
William Hague at his estate in mid-Wales. The brief for this
40-acre estate was to encourage wildlife onto the estate. The
overgrown walled garden was re-designed, and included a
natural swimming pool and water rills, and all planting had a
specific purpose. Woodland walks, wildlife habitats in wetland
areas and meadows, an arboretum and a literary garden around
the library were created. The Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust
now monitors the garden and has noted the abundance of
wildlife now inhabiting the estate.
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JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry
Carpentry • Bathrooms
Interior Tiling • Kitchens
General Repairs and Maintenance
for Home and Garden
For a free Fixed Price Quotation,
call

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF
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Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Local
Extensions, Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk

Stretton Focus

April 2021

25

A

Church Stretton Cricket Club Centenary

The whole process has been most enjoyable, particularly
s Church Stretton Cricket Club celebrates its
being able to listen to stories of memories of cricketers who
centenary season, a new book packed full of
have represented Church Stretton Cricket Club.
memories from players both past and present has
I’ve learnt so much over the two-and-a-half years and I
been published. The book – 100 Not Out – has a print run
hope it is of benefit to both Church Stretton Cricket Club
of 200 copies, financed by donations from individuals and
and the community.
community organisations.
I’d also like to pay tribute to everyone who has helped
It’s made up of stories and pictures from members of the
make this idea a reality, including Diana Coles, who is the
club as far back as the 1950s and has been created to boost
widow of Ken, an ex-captain of the club in the 1960s, and
interest in the club during the landmark season.
Christine King.
A number of
It’s also been
local people have
a pleasure to work
been involved in
with our printers,
collating material
Marshbrook Print.”
for the book and
The book will be
Barrie Oxtoby, who
launched in April and,
coordinated the
Coronavirus restrictions
production, said he
permitting, it’s hoped a
hoped it would be a
launch event can be held
worthy memento of
at The Yew Tree Inn in
a big milestone.
All Stretton. In the first
He said: “The
run, 200 copies of the
idea for the book
book have been financed
was conceived in the
through donations and
summer of 2018 in
each contributor will
an attempt to arrest
receive a copy of the book.
the apparent decline
Any additional
in interest in cricket
copies could be made
in the town.
Sports pavilion, Church Stretton XI against Beacon 2nd XI. Photo: Geoff Taylor available for purchase at
The club has
a later date.
experienced some
Church Stretton Cricket Club has recently launched
tough times in the last few years, but there are now some
new social media accounts. Search for StrettonCricket on
signs of things picking up and we hope the publication of
Facebook and Twitter to join the conversation and find out
the book will help the club to achieve its vision, inspire
more about the club.
players to live the values and attract more people to take an
We’re also always looking for new members to join the
interest in the club.
club. If you’re interested in getting involved, whether playing
As part of the process gathering stories, I arranged
for the club or helping behind the scenes, get in touch.
gatherings with ex-members, spent hours speaking with
Email churchstrettoncricketclub@gmail.com or call club
players both past and present and in total, I’ve collated more
Chairman Rob Whittall on 07967 571044.
than 20,000 words, 50 pictures and gathered stories from
Sam Morris, Church Stretton Cricket Club Press Officer
86 contributors.

Church Stretton Croquet Club Invites new Members

E

ach year the croquet club in Church Stretton invites
new members and offers five coaching sessions so
they know whether they would like to join the club.
This year again we are unsure when we shall be allowed
to begin but given the more optimistic signs about the
lockdown (as I write this) we hope this will be in April.
Our season normally starts on 1st April and we welcome
anyone who would like to try this fascinating sport. The club
provides opportunities for all abilities and every Tuesday
afternoon arranges a ‘Club afternoon’ when anyone who
comes is guaranteed a game. We also offer more competitive
games with trophies awarded at the end of the season.
As well as the five sessions of coaching, more
experienced members regularly help new arrivals to get a
grip on the game. Association Croquet is different from the
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garden variety and is described as producing an interesting
cross between snooker and chess… you have to think about
the next move! And contrary to popular opinion, it is not
vicious! We are a very friendly club.
Church Stretton Croquet Club also provides an
important social side to membership with cake and cream
teas on the lawn, how civilised! Then, we also have a
summer buffet supper and annual lunch plus extras planned
through the season.
So, if your appetite, or more importantly your
competitive skills, are whetted then please get in touch with
Fane Conant, Club Secretary, on 01694 722610 or email
fanesue@aol.com.
Fane Conant, Secretary Church Stretton Croquet Club
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Fitted Kitchens. Renovations. Home Extensions.
Roofing Purpose-made Joinery

PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com

PAUL FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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Cricket in Church Stretton’s idyllic setting, Church Stretton XI v Beacon 2nd XI
photo: Geoff Taylor

Look Forward to a Better 2021

A

t Stretton Pool Action’s AGM (by email) on 2nd
March. Chair, David Betton, reported that, despite
the Leisure Centre being currently closed and in
and out of closure since 2019, the Steering Group was still
waiting for the opportunity to celebrate the takeover of
management of the Centre by Shropshire Council in April
2020, along with Hannah Woods’ fantastic achievement
for her individual swimming and fund raising. He looked
forward to seeing the Centre and pool open for business
again to allow this to happen. David finished by saying
“The pool desperately needs capital funding, and we
hope that this can be achieved. I want to thank all of you
who support the pool by whatever means, whether it is
swimming or your very encouraging comments for our
work. It cannot be easy for you people who love to swim
regularly, not being able to.”
Treasurer, Angie Walshaw, reported that “It has been a
difficult year for many, and markedly uneventful for SPA,
for all the wrong reasons. Due to the ongoing pandemic all
our fundraising activities have been curtailed. We began the
year with a balance of £6,433.33. I banked £1,750 donation
from Hannah Woods for her sponsored swim, presented
at the previous AGM. We were also grateful to receive a
donation of £250 from Berry’s Tea Rooms raised from
the sale of mince pies and mulled wine on Christmas Eve
2019.”
Joint Secretary, Chris Ball, noted that the Church
Stretton community had, once again, shown how much
it valued the swimming pool as a community facility,
through the Church Stretton Community Led Plan
(2020). She said “SPA has found new ways of working
to maintain momentum. Monthly online meetings with
Shropshire Council are now well established to improve
facilities and programmes at the pool and to keep abreast
of developments. Even while the pool has been closed,
work has continued.” Chris explained that the Council
was looking to re-establish the Exercise on Referral scheme
and that SPA was looking at improved marketing for the
pool through signage and media. She asked, “If anyone
has expertise in these matters, we would like to hear from
you!” Chris concluded positively “Most importantly we
have maintained our drive, spurred on by your support, to
ensure that the pool has a sustainable future for the people
of Church Stretton.”
Joint Secretary, Janet Priestley, described how the
Steering Group had discussed how best to spend the current
funds and would seek views from supporters. SPA would
send out a short survey asking what people would like to see
the money spent on. The survey will be sent out to all those
on the email list and via SPA’s Facebook page. Janet asked,
“If anyone has a fundraising suggestion, suitable for Covid19 times, or a fund raiser of their own we could help with,
please contact us at SPA email strettonpoolaction@outlook.
com.”
Issues raised under Any Other Business included a
question on whether there was any news on the setting up
of a Friends group. The group replied “We have also asked
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Shropshire Council for help with other ways we can gain
charity status and have discussed setting up a ‘Friends’
group. Peter Davis, Leisure Services Manager at Shropshire
Council has arranged a meeting with Mathew Mead
(Community Enablement Officer) with a view to helping us
to forward our plans.”
Stretton Pool Action hope very much that the pool and
Leisure Centre will be able to re-open in April under step 2
of the Government’s roadmap to normality.
Denise Cottom

Renal-CKD Dialysis and the
Pandemic

T

his last year has certainly been a challenge for many
people on dialysis or who have experienced for the
first time Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD). Several
people and friends have asked me how I have managed
dialysis during this period being a clinically extremely
vulnerable person. My response is that my experience has
been exceptionally good. This is due to the excellent renal
facility at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital (RSH) which is
a self-contained unit within the hospital grounds. At the
beginning of the first lockdown there was a shortage of
personal protection equipment (PPE) and an unawareness
of how this pandemic may develop and spread. However,
the Renal unit at RSH controlled this very well with
special supervised areas for patients with Covid-19 and
adjustments to the staff rota system for the many shift times
throughout each week. There were renal patients and staff
that contracted Covid-19 throughout this last year but
fortunately no real casualties. There has been a steady flow
of more new patients during this last year, but the Renal
unit has managed to cope although it has been rather hectic
from time to time as CKD is becoming more apparent these
days. There is the Shropshire Kidney Patients Association
(SKPA) and two national organisations: Kidney Care, and
National Kidney Federation (NKF) who give support to
renal patients and can give details to anyone concerned
on this subject. Finally, I feel I have been lucky to live in
the Church Stretton area where most residents, shops, and
commercial outlets have adhered to the conditions imposed
by the government.
Tom Beaumont, tel: 01694 722533
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SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554

Paul Tinsley Builder
No job too big, fast response, highest standards
Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.
01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999

A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
Stretton Focus
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Recipe of the Month

A Quaker Voice

Anzac biscuits

Why am I a Quaker?
As soon as I started thinking about writing
this piece, I realised that
actually I spend a fair amount of time
pondering over this question. Perhaps the question
should be,“Am I a Quaker?” Certainly, I chose to make a
commitment to the Quakers, but that only happened after
several years of thinking, reading, discussing, questioning.
I attended Meetings for Worship, here and elsewhere, for a
long time before I eventually applied for full membership
– a formal step which I challenged, and to some extent still
do. So where did this journey begin?
I grew up in a loving Christian Anglican family, and like
all my siblings I was baptised and confirmed. My father was
a priest; part of my schooling was in an Anglican convent
(and you cannot get much more thoroughly immersed in
high Anglicanism than that!); my brother is a retired priest;
and to crown it all the teacher I married later became a
priest! (I had vowed that I would never marry a priest…
look where that got me!)
Certainly, I knew of the Quakers from an early age.
Perhaps I heard of them from my parents? I remember when
I was quite young reading about Elizabeth Fry and her work
in prisons. She fascinated me. But it was very many years
later, while I was staying with friends who were Quakers,
that I first attended a Meeting for Worship.
As so often happens, that event came at a time when
I was already doing much searching, asking, questioning,
doubting, challenging – and of course that still continues.
And then I chose to attend a Quaker ‘Enquirers’ Weekend’
at Charney Manor, a beautiful Quaker-owned Conference
centre. This event, with its peace, conversations, challenges,
silences, amazing people, worship-full meetings was what I
later recognised as the time when I was really set upon this
Quaker journey, with all its stumblings and doubts.
So my identification with Quakers was definitely not
a great ‘leap of faith’. My background is an essential part
of who I am; I still treasure and love to participate in some
of the Anglican services, and Quakerism is ‘rooted in
Christianity’. Certain aspects of what Quakers believe – or
perhaps ‘strive to live by’ would be more appropriate –
really resonated with me. I had, for instance, long found it
difficult to accept the rightness of war, so I was reassured
by and identified with the Quaker commitment to seeking
Peace. I value the importance of equality, simplicity and
truth as tenets by which Quakers try to live. I relish silence;
and the challenge and the extraordinary power, the comfort
– and sometimes the discomfort – of silent Meetings for
Worship have become something I very much value. The
poet R.S.Thomas says it well: “But the silence in the mind
is when we live best, within listening distance of the silence
we call God.” *
Finally, the Quaker recognition that ‘there is that of
God in everyone’ (however one chooses to interpret the
word ‘God’), that every life has value, worth, reinforces my
awareness of our shared humanity.
I am a Quaker… and I love Choral Evensong – and
Plainsong!
*From Counterpoint
Sally Gillions

T

he Anzac biscuit is traditionally served to
commemorate Australian and New Zealand soldiers
who formed part of the allied troops in World War
One with Anzac standing for: Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps. Historically friends and families of soldiers
and community groups sent food to the fighting men but
due to time delays in getting the food items to the front
lines, they needed foods that wouldn’t perish en-route
without refrigeration. They also sought recipes that afforded
high nutritional value to their menfolk and these biscuits
met the criteria.
Anzac Day is remembered on 25th April.
There are many variations of these tasty biscuits and
this recipe was given to me by a wonderful host at a hotel
in Christchurch, New Zealand in 2014. We had to leave
the hotel in the wee small hours to catch the TranzAlpine
train to the west coast, and yet she whipped out a pen and
paper and wrote it out for me whilst we ate our (very early)
breakfast as I’d happened to comment on the tasty morsels
left in our room upon our arrival. If I remember correctly,
she also slipped a few additional biscuits into a bag for us
to take with us. It was, rather tragically, a downhill picture
after that since the stunning views from one of the top
railway journeys in the world were to prove totally elusive
throughout the 223km, five hour journey westwards, so
thick was the fog.
Ingredients
100g porridge oats
85g desiccated coconut
100g plain flour
100g caster sugar
100g butter plus extra for greasing tins
1 tbsp syrup
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda in 2 tbsp boiling water
Method
Preheat oven to 180 deg C, fan 160, Gas 4
Mix all ingredients together
Place in dollops on greased baking sheet
Bake for 8 – 10 minutes until golden
Cool on sheet.
How simple is that?
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Celebrate 60 years of Amnesty
International

A

mnesty is holding a regional Festival of Social Justice
from 16th April to the 31st May to highlight
Human Rights and celebrate 60 years of Amnesty
International.
The Importance of Human Rights
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights signed by
world leaders in 1948 committed all nations to recognise
human beings as being born free and equal in dignity and
rights, regardless of nationality, place of residence, gender,
national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, language or any
other status.
This made explicit the right of all humans to freedom
of thought, conscience, opinion and expression. Yet
increasingly we hear of people around the world being
imprisoned for speaking out against governments.
In 2020 the Black Lives Matter movement arose in
America in response to state-sanctioned violence against
black people. In the UK we hear from black people of their
experiences of racism in the playground, on the football
pitch, at the workplace, as well as in their encounters with
the law.
The Declaration of Human Rights states that everyone
has the right to seek asylum from persecution in other
countries. There were nearly 26 million refugees at the
end of 2019 according to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) but only 31,752
asylum-seekers arrived in the UK in the year ending
September 2020. Thousands of asylum-seekers arriving in
this country have to wait years for a final decision on their
claim for asylum. Meanwhile, they are left in limbo and
unable to plan for their future, having to survive on just
£5 per day. (Source: UK Refugee Council). How well are we
meeting their human rights?
Festival of Social Justice – 16th April to 31st May 2021
Church Stretton Amnesty invites you to:
Test your knowledge with our Human Rights Quiz, in
this issue of Focus;
Join us on a walk across the Shropshire Hills, Covid
restrictions permitting;
Take part in a Poetry Evening via Zoom on Saturday
22nd May, 7.30-8.30pm
Other virtual events will be taking place across the West
Midlands during this period which you will also be welcome
to join – more details to follow.
Celebrate by Walking with Us:
Amnesty group members and friends will be challenging
themselves to walk 60km over the Festival period, raising
money for Amnesty International UK at the same time.
This also provides us with an opportunity to come
together after months of social isolation.
Covid regulations permitting, we will arrange a number
of walks in the beautiful Shropshire Hills so that we walk
60km over the period of the festival. You are welcome to
join us for any of these walks.
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If you wish to take up the challenge to walk the full
60km, sponsor forms are available from David and Trish at
the address below. We will also provide a certificate at the
end of the challenge.
If you simply want to support us financially, donations
can be made through JustGiving (www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/patricia-howard10), allowing us also to claim
Gift Aid.
More details from David and Trish Howard, Culmore,
Clive Avenue, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 7BL
Tel: 01694 722904. Email: davidandtrish@hotmail.
co.uk
Join our Poetry Evening: 22nd May 7.30-8.30pm
Poetry is a powerful tool for drawing attention to human
rights issues. Anna Akhmatova wrote the poem Requiem
while a citizen of Stalin’s Soviet Russia. It is a testimony of
the suffering of people under the dictator’s ‘Terror’ or ‘Great
Purge’. Requiem was written on scraps of paper (which
could be burned) and whispered to friends who would try
to memorise the words: words whose publication risked
reprisals to anyone associated with poet or poem. Here is
the poet’s version in prose of the moment when she received
her ‘commission’ from a stranger waiting, like her, under the
walls of Leningrad’s Kresty prison:
Instead of A Preface
During the frightening years of the Yezhov
terror, I spent seventeen months waiting in
prison queues in Leningrad. One day, somehow,
someone ‘picked me out’. On that occasion
there was a woman standing behind me, her
lips blue with cold, who, of course, had never in
her life heard my name. Jolted out of the torpor
characteristic of all of us, she said into my ear
(everyone whispered there) – “Could one ever
describe this?” And I answered – “I can”. It was
then that something like a smile slid across what
had previously just been a face.
Anna Akhmatova (1889-1966), from Requiem
Church Stretton group invites you to celebrate 60 years
of Amnesty International by sharing poems in a Zoom
reading on Saturday 22nd May 2021.
We invite you to select a short poem, relating to Human
Rights, to be read aloud in the course of the evening.This
can be one you have found or one that you have written
yourself.
Poems should be submitted by Saturday 1st May to:
CSamnesty@outlook.com
There are many inspiring examples of such poems,
including those on the Amnesty International Website:
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources/resource-humanrights-through-poetry.
Sheila Davies and Joanna Clark
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Amnesty International Quiz – Answers on page 42

A
think.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

s part of the West Midlands Festival of Social Justice
your local Amnesty group have put together a few
questions to test your knowledge and to make you

Which year did Amnesty International win the Nobel
Peace Prize?
(a) 1975 (b) 1977 (c) 1979
When is International Human Rights Day?
(a) 8th March (b) 3rd September
(c) 10th December
In which London prison were jailed suffragettes forcefed during their hunger strikes?
Where did Martin Luther King Jr deliver his famous
“I have a dream” speech in 1963?
Which was the first country to allow women to vote?

Friends of Church
Stretton Library
Talks in April and May
As it seems unlikely that we will be able
to hold public events in April and May due to Covid, we
have decided to host a few talks with slides of interest to the
local community via Zoom.
There will be the opportunity to submit questions to
the speakers.
To book a place on either talk please email
churchstrettonlibrary@outlook.com

6.

Only two countries have NOT ratified
the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child. Somalia is one, what is the other?
7. Why was Alexey Navalny re-arrested on his return to
Russia?
8. Name the young female activist shot by the Taliban in
October 2012?
9. What is the name of the poet who read at President
Biden’s inauguration and the title of the poem?
10. How do I get in touch with my local branch of
Amnesty International?
It’s easy to take Human rights for granted – they seem
permanent and timeless. But they are result of struggle,
campaigning, resistance and great courage. And they only
survive because people around the world stand up for them.

Group will describe the history of the area, surveys done
over the years and some of their findings. Future aims for
the site include the restoration of a wetland flower meadow,
one of the UK’s most threatened habitats.
Geology of Church Stretton and Surrounding Area
Speaker: Dr Peter Toghill, Thursday 6th May, 7.30pm-8.30
pm online via Zoom

Restoring a Wetland Flower Meadow in Church Stretton
Speaker: Dr Isabel Carter, Wednesday14th April 7.30-8.30
pm online via Zoom

The Strettons area has several wetlands habitats: some
that have been surveyed show an unusual mix of species,
similar to the meres and mosses of North Shropshire.
Earlier this year the Middle Marches Community Land
Trust, in collaboration with Stretton Wetlands Interest
Group, purchased a three acre wetlands site located to the
South of Church Stretton, following a successful fundraising
appeal.
Dr Isabel Carter of the Stretton Wetlands Interest
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Shropshire is regarded as the geological capital of Britain
and Church Stretton is the ‘Jewel in the Crown’.
You can observe the remains of ancient volcanic activity
on the hills to the east of the town whilst the tightly folded
strata of the Long Mynd to the west contains signs of
ancient sea life and a long since eroded plateau.
Local resident and geologist Dr Peter Toghill will give
an introductory talk about the geological history of our
local area. Peter has authored books on geology and in
2001 was awarded the Geological Society of London’s R.K.
Worth Prize for the promotion of the public understanding
of geology. He also recently published, in association with
Shropshire Geological Society, a new double-sided six page
fold-out the Geology of the Church Stretton Area, available in
Burway Books.
Admission to both talks is free but donations
appreciated.

Sheila Davies
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Surgeon in the Raw, by David Jackson with Nicola Jackson
A Memoir, published by Mereo Books, 2020. 571pp.
Paperback or digital scan download.

D

avid Jackson’s substantial autobiography, Surgeon in
the Raw, appears at a time when we have all been
gripped very closely by the plight of those who
provide us with medical care, and this book takes us out of
the distressing world of the Covid NHS intensive care unit
and into the grim domain of the army surgeon, dealing with
the horrors of emergency physical trauma and gruesome
woundings.
It is, with the exception of a few episodes, a tightly
linear autobiography, for all that Jackson refers to it as a
memoir. The narrative begins with his youthful hi-jinks as a
medical student and concludes with the eponymous author
happy and prosperous, dividing his time in retirement
between the Strettons and Spain. What
goes on in between is nothing short of jawdropping.
As a student at the Liverpool School of
Medicine from 1967, Jackson comes across
as a character who will undoubtedly polarise
reader responses. There is a certain insouciance
to his serial drunkenness, with attendant raw
language, and a focus, at times hilarious, on
dodgy housing experiences, sexual encounters
and broken vehicles. Early in the book he
spends as much time describing unlikely
temporary jobs as he does his Medicine course.
At this early stage, the narrative is colloquial,
wise-cracking and at times cynical, a far cry
from what it becomes.
The change arrives after the sad failure
of his first marriage, when he and his wife realise that the
demands of their careers (she an air hostess, he a surgeon
frequently on call) would be likely to make them bad
parents. Their sense of responsibility makes them realise
there is nowhere for the marriage to go.
In 1978, Jackson gains a commission in the army
where he eventually stays for 16 years, and finds himself
in a series of demanding postings. After Sandhurst, he is
off to Northern Ireland as a junior surgeon, and then to
Belize (British Honduras, as it was) from 1979-80. He
is immediately thrown into dealing with brothels, and
treating soldiers and locals with STDs, tropical diseases and
gruesome injuries.
After a brief return to glamorous Birmingham, in
1980, he is off back to Belize, then Nepal (where he goes
trekking in the Himalayas), and then to Woolwich for the
second year of his Higher Surgery course (where he will later
return) followed by his third year, this time in Cambridge.
In between, however, one of the climaxes of the book
sees Jackson in the Falklands in 1982, treating servicemen.
Dreadful burns become the centre of attention, and Jackson
himself narrowly avoids incineration on HMS Sir Galahad;
his involvement with the treatment of Simon Weston, who
famously suffered 46% burns, becomes a source of both
compassion and pride which serves to develop further our
empathy for his character.
What also develops is his relationship with his second
wife, which goes from bad to worse. As he copes with
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postings in Northern Island, Hong Kong (treating the
Vietnamese boat people), Nepal again (more burns injuries),
Berlin and Munster (more terrorist attacks) and a harrowing
return to the Falklands, his wife is, allegedly, two-timing,
increasingly erratic, mentally unstable in her behaviour, and
intent on destroying both his career and their marriage.
It is all quite extraordinary, and one wonders how
Jackson coped with it all.
The climactic surgical posting is to the war of the
second half of the twentieth century that always fills me
with the greatest dismay at man’s uncontrolled inhumanity
to man. Jackson tours with the UN in the Bosnian War in
1993. He does extraordinary work among the living and
the dead in this most appalling of conflicts, and one feels
nothing but praise for his work. His narrative remains deft
and precise, telling of a time when he was simultaneously
attempting to handle a failing marriage and
being thrown into the disturbing depths of
genocide.
That marriage, and its scandalous
aftermath, involving Sun headlines and
shameful court cases, eventually costs
Jackson his army career. How this happens is
simply incredible…
As he finishes his working life back
in the NHS in Wales, and retires to the
Strettons with his third wife – who had
authorial involvement in this book –
Jackson is happy and achieves emotional
fulfilment at last. There is no doubt that,
even today, his resentment of his second
wife is simmering not very far beneath the
surface – in fact, it strikes the reader that this autobiography
of a surgeon is just as clearly the cathartic story of a wronged
man.
Surgeon in the Raw is a work of exceptional depth,
clarity and, surprisingly, humour; a journey through the
history of the last third of the twentieth century, both in
general terms and in the evolution of surgical protocols and
techniques. Treatments and operations on dreadful injuries
are described and shown (perhaps to the consternation of
some readers) in forensic detail. Individual anecdotes tell
the stories of individuals who have undergone exceptional
suffering, combined with a great deal of dark humour and
descriptions of some bizarre and horrible woundings and
maimings. Any number could be cited, but as a male, I’ll
never forget the teeth-gritting, leg-crossing tale of a man
whose genitalia Jackson reconstructed after a ‘friend’ put a
lit Chinese firecracker in his pocket as a joke.
There are explicit, nauseating photographs of this and
many other injuries, presented at times as ‘before’ and
‘after’ images when Jackson is particularly pleased with the
result of his ministrations. Where there are no photos, we
are given vignettes of the characters with whom Jackson is
involved, as his patients, colleagues or personal friends, and
of course those he loved, or loves most.
Emotionally, this is a rocky journey for both the reader
and the author(s), and is not for the faint hearted. It is an
enormously absorbing read that will stay with you for a long
time.
Graham Ogdon
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Have You had Your Cowpox Vaccination Yet?

This cartoon by James Gillray was published in 1802 by the Anti-Vaccine Society. It depicts Edward Jenner among patients
in the Small Pox and Inoculation Hospital at St Pancras, London. The cartoon shows the transformation into cows of individuals
vaccinated by Jenner. Reproduced with permission from The Wellcome Library.

O

nce upon a time there was a beautiful dairymaid,
her face was flawless, her complexion peaches and
cream, her smile confident as she bragged, ‘I shall
never have smallpox for I have had cowpox. I shall never
have an ugly pockmarked face’. A 13 year old orphan boy
heard the milkmaid’s boastful declaration of immunity
– or so the story goes. The boy was Edward Jenner, an
apprentice to a country surgeon. Jenner’s name would one
day be famous for developing the world’s first vaccine that
would eventually rid the earth of the scourge of smallpox.
The story of his boyhood inspiration for developing the
vaccine is a classic of medical history.
Jenner grew up to become a doctor in Berkeley,
Gloucestershire. One day in 1796 Sarah Nelmes, a
dairymaid, came to Jenner with a rash and blisters on her
right hand that he diagnosed as cowpox rather than the
deadly smallpox which at that time killed as many as 10-20%
of the population in the area where an outbreak occurred.
Sarah told Jenner that one of her cows, a docile Gloucester
called Blossom, had recently been infected with cowpox.
Eager to test the old adage that dairymaids were
protected against smallpox because of exposure to cowpox,
Jenner took some pus from Sarah’s pock-mocked hand and
scratched it into the arm of eight year old James Phipps,
the son of his gardener. The lad became mildly ill but
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recovered, confirming that cowpox can be transmitted from
person to person. Furthermore, the boy proved immune
when exposed to smallpox after his vaccination with
cowpox. Undaunted, Jenner experimented on several other
children, including his own 11 month old son. If Edward
Jenner were to carry out these experiments today, he would
be struck off the medical register!
Jenner was widely ridiculed. Objectors, including the
local clergy, believed that the vaccine was ‘unchristian’
because it came from a diseased animal. For others, their
discontent with the smallpox vaccine reflected their general
distrust in medicine and in Jenner’s ideas about how disease
spread. Suspicious of the vaccine’s efficacy, some sceptics
alleged that smallpox resulted from decaying matter in
the atmosphere. Others objected to vaccination because
they believed it violated their personal liberty, a tension
that worsened as the government developed mandatory
vaccination policies, ideas that haven’t changed much today.
The satirical cartoon of 1802 (above) shows Jenner
vaccinating a scared woman. Look carefully at the detail in
the people sprouting cows’ heads who had been vaccinated!
There is Jenner’s assistant holding a pot labelled ‘vaccine
pock hot from ye cow’. Lastly, never forget that the word
vaccine comes from vacca, Latin for cow!
Barrie Raynor
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Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207

Stretton Focus

April 2021

HILARY'S CHILDCARE
Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated good, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk
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Charles
Ephraim
Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
AMP Electrical

Craven Arms 01588 672761

~ Domestic & Commercial ~
~ Home Automation ~
~ Lighting Design ~
~ Audio & Visual Systems ~
~ CCTV & Alarm Systems ~
~ Data Communications ~
Contact Matt Price
M: 07552 410109
H: 01694 771661
E: amp.elec@outlook.com
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And much much more at our
hardware store
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The Impact of Railway Construction in the Strettons

I

nformation is readily available on all aspects of the
Shrewsbury to Hereford Railway regarding when it was
completed, the route taken and the engineering and
construction tasks completed. What appears to be absent
are any accounts of the impact of the arrival of hundreds
of construction workers known as navvies and how their
needs for accommodation and sustenance impacted on
the communities around Church Stretton. Building the
railway involved construction work on a scale that had
never occurred previously in Shropshire, and the impact
on small, agriculturally based market towns must have
been traumatic. However, there appears to be an absence
of records of what must have felt like an invasion to many
people living along the route.
At a meeting of shareholders held at The Lion Hotel
in Shrewsbury, reported in The Hereford Times of 7th Sept
1850, concern was expressed that 2800 £20 shares remained
unsold and only 75% of the necessary land purchases had
been completed. However, the Chairman confidently
stated that ‘in a short time work will be commenced’.
His prediction proved to be accurate as in just over two
years after the meeting the final preparatory stages had
been completed, the first section of the line going from
Shrewsbury to Ludlow had been opened on 20th April
1852 and the stretch from Ludlow to Hereford was opened
on 6th December 1852.
This was an amazing achievement given the extent of
the challenge of bringing together all the materials and
manpower, in spite of the limited means of transport and
communication available, when construction got underway
in 1850. Shrewsbury had been connected to Birmingham
by rail in 1849 and thereby the industrial areas across the
country via the 6000 miles network already operating. In
1850 Hereford had no rail connections, but like Shrewsbury
it was connected to the canal network. This meant that
heavy goods could be transported to both towns using the
canals shown on the map opposite, but the only connection
between them was the turnpike roads.
On Saturday 30th August 1851 the Hereford Times
carried two reports of progress made in constructing the
railway. The first described the canal wharf that had been
built in Hereford to handle deliveries of coal, lengths of
rail 16 feet long and ventilation machines needed in the
construction of Dinmore Tunnel. The report told of great
excitement being caused by their arrival and how they
became ‘must see’ items for the people of Hereford.
A Hereford Times reporter travelled from Shrewsbury
to Craven Arms on 28th August 1851 and described the
impact the construction work was having on communities
along the route. Ten stations and many bridges had been
finished or at least partly built, extensive cuttings were being
excavated and embankments built using the spoil. Work
on the cuttings at Condover and Leebotwood was being
conducted on a 24-hour schedule to achieve the target of
opening the railway by Christmas 1851 but, like most large
projects, the timetable slipped, in this case by four months
as opposed to the 192 years that elapsed between the first
proposal for a tunnel under the English Channel and when
the completed project was opened in 1994.

Completing the Shrewsbury to Hereford Railway in two
years required a massive workforce, and the Hereford Times
report states that between 1,500 and 2,000 navvies together
with 300 to 400 horses were employed. It is not clear if
these totals covered all of the line or just the Shrewsbury to
Craven Arms section, but there would have been places such
as the Leebotwood cutting where the workers concentrated
for a period before moving on.
Whilst navvies were relatively well paid, the work
was extremely demanding and dangerous. It has been
calculated that there were three deaths for every mile
of track and tunnelling was even more lethal. Two
experienced navvies died in a landslide at Dinmore Tunnel,
south of Ludlow, in May 1851 and construction of the
Woodhead Tunnel, on the Sheffield to Manchester line,
caused 32 deaths and about 250 serious injuries. In the
1840s engineers in charge of railway building had strongly
resisted taking any responsibility for ensuring safe working
conditions, paying compensation for death or injury and
providing accommodation with sanitation for workers.
According to the York Railway Museum website, one
of these was the venerated engineer Isambard Kingdom
Brunel, but most occupants of pedestals lose their right
Continued overleaf...
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The impact of railway construction in the Strettons - continued
to adulation when the full range of their behaviour is
analysed.
Accommodation for the men and horses adjacent to
where they were employed was essential, as transport was
limited. In 1850 navvies who could not get lodgings in the
communities along the track often lived in rough shelters
made of wood, corrugated metal sheets and anything else
that was available as in the image below. Sanitation was
at best minimal and water-borne diseases such as cholera
and typhoid fever together with typhus fever, carried by
insects – often body lice – were ever present threats. Finding
alternative accommodation in a very low population area
such as Shropshire would have been extremely difficult
and therefore makeshift encampments would probably
have been the norm for many in this area. However, there
are no traces of the sites on the ground or in the currently
accessible records.

By the later 1800s construction companies were
required to provide accommodation with basic sanitation,
and wooden huts were the usual arrangement. These
huts were basic by modern standards, but were far more
attractive than the dreadful housing in many industrial
centres from which the navvies originated.
Accounts of how navvies working on the Shrewsbury
to Hereford Railway impacted on the area around Church
Stretton have yet to emerge. The 1851 census records for all
three Strettons have only one railway labourer recorded as a
lodger in Church Stretton and three at The Yew Tree Inn at
All Stretton. However, the census records for Hope-underDinsmore show that a considerable number of labourers,
stonemasons, bricklayers and miners were given lodgings in
the village, but villagers local to the tunnel area obviously
anticipated a more lawless element as the Herefordshire
Through Time website states “almost every man…was sworn
in as a Special Constable to try and keep the peace”.
Newspapers from 1849 to 1851 available on Find
My Past have no reports from around Church Stretton of
drunken behaviour of navvies, of any prosecutions for their
criminal activities, or the existence of encampments in our
locality. It is possible that only highly respectable, teetotal
navvies with a developed sense of order came to work here,
but this is probably not what happened. However, all the
usual sources of information have disclosed very little.
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An eyewitness account of the impact of navvies on the
village in which I grew up in South Yorkshire is given in
Brother to the Ox, the autobiography of Fred Kitchen. He
was a farm labourer who worked for a short time building
the railway that was to serve the new colliery that opened
adjacent to the village in 1912. The agricultural village
had been a beauty spot and many visitors were attracted
by the extensive ruins of nearby Roche Abbey, a Cistercian
monastery, but it was transformed into a colliery town as
a result of being underpinned by a six-foot thick seam of
quality coal.
Kitchen describes how the peace was shattered by the
sound of blasting, fields were divided by the line and a large
encampment of shacks was erected on the common. It was
occupied by itinerant navvies who came and went. They
were often drunk sitting around the campfire, and one was
so inebriated he fell into the fire in a stupor. Residents and
shop keepers were abused and the bodies of several navvies
were found – one in a haystack and another in a ditch.
However, he also writes that many navvies were hardworking and sober characters attracted by the relatively
high wages. As in Hope-under-Dinsmore, these men were
offered lodgings by village residents, whose meagre incomes
were significantly increased by packing as many lodgers into
their spare rooms and outbuildings as possible. The stress
this placed on facilities was tolerated as part of the bonanza.
Several navvies married local women, settled into the village
and obtained permanent employment when the pit opened
after the rail link was completed.
This article is less an account of a period of Church
Stretton’s history and more a highlighting of an area
requiring further investigation but, unfortunately, the
information in The Archives remains inaccessible until we
have all had our vaccinations.
David Haigh
With thanks for additional research undertaken by my wife,
Madeline.
Map source: https://www.canalmuseum.org.uk/history/1850/
index1850.htm

Amnesty International
Quiz Answers
1. (b)
2. (c)
3. Holloway Prison 1909
4. Lincoln Memorial Washington 1963
5. New Zealand
6. USA
7. Alleged parole violation.
8. Malala Yousafzai.
9. Amanda Gorman, The Hill We Climb
10 csamnesty@outlook.com
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ANDREW WEBSTER
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

BURWAY
BOOKS

18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
Home Delivery Service available

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations

4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
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We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
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E. B. JONES

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Est. 1966

35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

Roger Lucas
Painter
and
Decorator
01694 723237
07772 705856

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
Over 35 yrs experience is our quality ﬁtting guarantee
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services
Holy Communion a quiet re ective service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 am
Morning Worship
Holy Communion every Sunday, except Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Refreshments in Parish Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20 until 11.05 am
Informal Service (Communion on 4th Sunday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.15 am
All ages 1st Sunday; children go out to groups other Sundays
Crèche facilities provided with this service every Sunday
Groups for children and youth groups on all but 1st Sunday, when all ages stay together
Evening Worship. (On 4th Sunday Holy Communion with special prayers for Healing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Hot Chocolate Club - For all pupils in Church Stretton School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mondays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Oasis - For pupils in years 7-9 in Church Stretton School who would like to explore faith. Tuesdays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Youthzone - Sunday mornings during 11.05 service for 11-16yrs (except 1st Sunday in month); Meet in Church
Young people (11+): Contact the Office on 2 22 or Sally Clilverd: sally strettonparish org uk
Weekday Activities: Many house groups and activities are held throughout the week Contact the Parish Office
for details or see church notice boards or lea ets in church
Thursdays: Holy Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.30 am
All Saints, Little Stretton. A traditional Sunday Service is held each Sunday
Week 1:
Evening Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 pm
Weeks 2, 4 and 5: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
Week 3:
Morning Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
St Michael’s & All Angels, All Stretton (Local Ecumenical Partnership with URC) Contact: 724224
Sunday Services
Week 1: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 2: Holy Communion (Anglican)
10.30 am
Week 3: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 4: Holy Communion (URC)
10.30 am
Week 5: Holy Communion (Traditional Anglican)
10.30 am
e aris O ﬁce is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday
Secretary: Jo Aze mail: office strettonparish org uk
METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d George Heinz (Tel: 07538 480626)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Service
10.30 am
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
mail: csqm gorswen co uk
Sundays: Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children on 4th Sunday in month . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
mail: stmilburga gmail com
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9.30.
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Church Contact: Tel: 2212
mail: urcchurchstretton gmail com Room hire: Tel: 22092
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
Allotment Gardens Association
All Stretton Village Hall
All Stretton History Society
All Stretton Village Society
Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group
Ancient Greek Study Group
Archers, Long Mynd
Army Cadet Force
ArtsAlive Church Stretton
Arts Festival, Church Stretton South Shropshire
Badminton Club Monday 8-10pm
Badminton Club Junior and Adult, Wednesday
Beacon (Activities and Care at Mayfair)
Books (Mayfair Shop)
Book Sales Mayfair Rotary
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Probus
Bowling Club, Indoor
Bowling Club, Ladies’
Breathing Space Singing for health and wellbeing
Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall)
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Brownies, Church Stretton
Busy Bees Preschool
Camera Club, Long Mynd
Cancer Research UK
Cancer Support Group, Stretton
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton
Chess Club, Church Stretton
Choral Society, Stretton
Churches Together
Church Stretton School Theatre
Citizens Advice Bureau
Civic Society, The Strettons
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
Climate Care, Stretton
Country Market (ex WI)
Credit Union
Cricket Club, Church Stretton
Croquet Club
Cub Scouts, Longmynd Tuesday Pack
Cub Scouts, Longmynd Wednesday Pack
Darts, Church Stretton and District League
Dementia Carers’ Support
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur
xplorer Scouts
Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair
Fitness Instructor
Fitness for the Young at Heart
Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
Football Club, Church Stretton Town
Football Club, Magpies 5-16 years old
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Friends of Church Stretton Library
Gardening Club, Acton Scott
Gardening Club, Church Stretton District
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd
Golf Club
Good Neighbours Care Group
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton
Hockey Club, Stretton Juniors 5-15 years old
Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers
Horse Show, Church Stretton
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire
Inner Wheel Club, Church Stretton
Judo, Junior
Karate Club
Keep Fit, Stretton
Languages Group
Leisure Centre, Church Stretton
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group
Line Dancing
Lions Club, Middle Marches
Local History Group
Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle
Masonic Lodge Caer Caradoc
Masonic Lodge Longmynd
Maysi Pro ect
Methodist Church Network Group
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch
Parish Paths Partnership
Parkinson’s UK
Photography, Marches Independent
Pilates exercise
Pride of Place, Church Stretton
Probus, Strettondale
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton
RAF Roundel Club
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Alan Mileson
2 999
Liz Cinnamon
07790 527673
Ruth Grafton
2 18
Caroline Crump
2 28
Jackie Pennington
722077
Barbara Parnell
720040
David Langslow
2 5 8
Sue Williamson
22 6
Lt Wheelden
01
2 1 9
Michael Walker
201 2
Gloria Carter
2 106
Mike Rounsefell
2 162
Alan Fox
25588
Joy King
722077
Tony Crowe
723292
Sue Hird
2 2 5
Glyn Morgan
22 88
Alan Mileson
2 999
Mrs M Paine
722489
Kate Buttolph
20 58
Dom Wilson
723128
Lynn Townsend
722667
Judy Russell
2 056
Church Stretton School
722209
Amanda Page
Sue Toghill
22 1
Lesley McIntyre
723427
Stuart Wright
722237
Tom Williamson
22 6
Ru Trew
724297
Lesley Richards
722068
Alan Fox
25588
c/o Mayfair
722077
Charles Simmonds
2 11
John Brewer
722965
David Howard
722904
Ann Lloyd
07889 143057
c/o Mayfair
722077
Rob Whittall
0 96 5 10
Fane Conant
722610
Jane Wrench
2 92
Andrew Spurling
2 29
Mark Davies Verd
0 588 51 955
Emma Wilde
01743 341800
Martin Salisbury
723253
ric Huff
2 06
Angie Walshaw
2
Nicola Daniels
722077
Pam Allsop
2 899
Pam Allsop
2 899
Kate Latchford
2
8
ric and Lesley Brown
2
0
Nick Cole
2 62
0 816 6861 9
Martin Watts
2 5
Sheila Davies
723455
Terri Clegg
815 2
velyn Dapling
2 6 8
Office
01588 650206
James Townsend
22281
Office
2 2 2
Jane Hurst
1622
Martin Watts
2 5
Ruth Jenkins
724919
Sarah Davies
1 0
Canon Noel Beattie
725530
Anne Tipper
1808
Roger Houston
01
58 15
Dave Shephard
2 212
Lisa Ryan
751369
David Langslow
2 5 8
Sue Wells
20051
Dave Bishop
Brian Dawson
Madeline Haigh
Peter Jenkins
Phil Hatton
Graham Williams
Charles Hennell
Janet Williams
Stella Jandrell
Diana Coles
Barbara Hall
David John
John Goyne
Heather Broughton
Geoff Taylor
Sandra Liebrecht
Trevor Halsey
Alan Stockbridge
Alison Bradley
Tim Goodwin
John L Davies

0 52 26 8 6
0158 8 1508
2 62
724919
07852 961675
0 9 9 109 26
0158 856 16
220
2 5 1
723548
724578
2
2
2 91
01
181
2 01
81660
22 1
722138
20 92
724703

amileson lineone net
www.allstrettonvillagehall.org.uk
anegra waitrose com
carolinecrump68 icloud com
[Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org
stretlang gmail com
sue chelmickforge co uk
info shropshireacf rfca org uk
fontenay1 btinternet com
carter555 f2s com
midiblue tiscali co uk
alandavidfox live co uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
smhird btinternet com
crocrus2 tiscali co uk
amileson lineone net
kate playonperformingarts co uk
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
dave udy1

googlemail com

secretary longmyndcameraclub co uk
susantoghill outlook com
tswilliamson
gmail com
strettonchoral gmail com www strettonchoral org uk
or 0 9 060 0 alandavidfox live co uk
(Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
candp simmonds googlemail com
or (01694) 731274
(Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
churchstrettoncricketclub gmail com
fanesue aol com www churchstrettoncroquet org uk
anewrench2 gmail com
aspurling btinternet com
verddavies 2 gmail com
mail plush-hill co uk
angiewalshaw hotmail com
[Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
pamallsop churchway plus com
pamallsop churchway plus com
terri artsalive co uk
ec brown btinternet com
nick eloc eclipse co uk
enquiries csmfc co uk
contact redrovers org uk
www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk
actonscottgc gmail com
evedapling waitrose com
office midlandgliding club
secretary churchstrettongolfclub co uk
anehurst
hotmail co uk
mlwatts yahoo co uk
daviesblackhurst

aol com

anne tipper gmail com
RogerHoustonJudo aol com
daveshepard1 9 gmail com
stretlang gmail com
info teme-leisure co uk
borderwomen.net
southerncrossldc gmail com
thefirs 8 btinternet com
csalhg outlook com
freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton
caercaradoclodge gmail com
charles hennell net www longmyndlodge org uk
information mayfaircentre org uk
da 1956scp btinternet com
poolbrook12 gmail com
ohngoyne btinternet com
parky twood net
gtaylor photo btinternet,com
selenaorme yahoo co uk
trevorhalsey btinternet com
alan stockbridge btinternet com
www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
tmgdwn gmail com
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Rainbows, Church Stretton
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group
Rangers Girl Guides Church Stretton Group
Readers Group at the Library
RNLI
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Royal British Legion
Rugby Club, Church Stretton Samurai
Rushbury and Cardington WI
Save the Children
Scottish Dancers, Stretton
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group
Scrappies - Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore
Shropshire Strummers
Singers, The More Singers
Singers, Stretton Community
Soaring Association, Long Mynd model gliders
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Stepping Stones Nursery
Stretton Players
Stretton Pool Action
Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District
Swing Band, Stretton
Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Table Tennis, Leebotwood
Table Tennis, Rushbury
T’ai Chi
Taiko Drumming
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd
Tennis Club
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens)
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)
Tree Group, Church Stretton
Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton
United Nations Association, C S Branch
University of the Third Age (U3A)
Upright and Active (falls prevention strength & balance)
Walking for Health
Walking Football
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Women’s Group, Church Stretton 1990
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Women’s Institute, All Stretton
Yoga (Mayfair)
Youth
St Laurence’s

Judy Russell
Darren
Ana Ireland
Felicity
Brian Bradley
Pat Stokes-Smith
Les Mackey
Martyn Longhurst
Kaye Smith
Ann Hurst
David Thomas
Terry Davies

2 056
07837 021138
2 90
225 5
221 8
2 189
2 992

771554
1622
722107
2
28508
David Rae
22 59
Deborah Croom-Johnson 0 95 112 95
Kate Buttolph
0 9
82989
Tim Goodwin
20 92
Tim Dunn
01588 6 2919
Anne Arkwright
722341
Simon Cleaton
0 510 90981
David Betton
0 9 2211 1
Hilary Parker
723419
Jamie Wrench
2 92
Leisure Centre
720051
Will Priestley
724223
Ian Pennington
1 10
Marc Lacey
722077
James Barrow
20169
Jo Lendon
01
69 8
Claire Hatfield
2012
Jenny or Graham Heath
722216
Margaret Hamer
722407
Maureen Clow
722000
Hilary Hymas
2 208
Joy Wilson
723687
Ruth Davies
2 0
Lesley Brown
724330
c/o Mayfair
722077
Nicola Daniels
722077
Ken Willis
2851
Penny Bienz
2 85
Wally Blake
724040
Jaki Moores
229 0
Carol Greswell
0 80 581580
Kaye Smith
155
Heather Hathaway
225
c/o Mayfair
722077
Sally Clilverd
724224

dave udy1

googlemail com

anaireland001 gmail com
churchstretton library shropshire gov uk
b glenmoar gmail com
patstokessmith hotmail com
sulesmackey btinternet com
martynlonghurst hotmail com
ann hurst 6

gmail com

mrterrydavies hotmail com
info scrappies org
d rae 62 gmail com
Annturner512 hotmail com
kate playonperformingarts co uk
info lmsa org uk www lmsa org uk
coaching longmynd org
strettonplayers gmail com
dmbetton googlemail com
amie wrench

lineone net

ianpennington1
btinternet com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
James taikowest com
olendon hotmail co uk
mail strataassociates co uk
heath knollcrest co uk strettontheatreandconcert net
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)
hilaryhymas

gmail com

daviescs btinternet com
u3asites.org.uk/churchstretton/contact
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
gordonwillis go-plus net
sacwg shropscwgs org uk
gan ax btinternet com
marmaladieswi gmail com
kayerubetta smith btinternet com
allstrettonwi gmail com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
sally strettonparish org uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors
Town Clerk: Danny Chetwood RFO: Beverley Clarke Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10 00am - 1 00pm and 2 00 0pm
ouncil O ﬁce 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY Tel: 2211 , Fax: 2 608 email: secretary churchstretton-tc gov uk
South Ward
North Ward
Little Stretton Ward
Mark Morris
722741
David Wilks
723139 Mike Walker (Deputy Mayor) 720132
Hilary Claytonsmith 781666
Michael Braid
723364 Colin Carson
722784
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 Bob Welch (Mayor)
722998 All Stretton Ward
Hilary Luff
724270
Nicola Carter
07581 300498 Richard Hickman
722006 or 07944 505146
Lyn Antill
07734 294909
Sandra Baker
724394
Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
David vans
01588 6 21 9
email: david evans shropshire gov uk
Lee Chapman
2 965 or 0 58 11 559 email: Lee chapman shropshire gov uk, Leechapman cstc gmail com (for CS tc business)
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre
Church Stretton School
722209
appointments and general enquiries 722127
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
out of hours
111
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
NHS Choices
111
Church Stretton Library
722535
Ring and Ride
720025
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Local Police Team Message Service not to be used for crime or emergencies : 01
26
or csca snt westmercia pnn police uk
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT): Inspector Nicola Roberts [223695]: Tel 101 ext 4630; Sergeant Kapil Pindoria [21284]: Tel 101 ext 66601
Police Community Support Officers PCSOs :
Lisa Thomas [226064]: 07870 163208; David Baron [226417]: 07870 163156; Julia St-John Martin [224002]: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111 Twitter: SouthShropCops
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering

Clothes
Entertaining Elephants ............. 56

Accountants and Bookkeeping
James, Holyoak Parker ......... 39
RLW Accountants ..................... 37

Coaches
Caradoc Coaches ..................... 13

Architects, Town Planning
Batch Valley Design.................. 19
Christopher Roscoe Assocs ..... 19
Strata Associates ...................... 19
Bathrooms
see Kitchens, Bathrooms
Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering
Bookshop
Burway Books........................... 43
Builders, Plant & Equipment
A J Lewis-Price ......................... 25
A Morgan .................................. 31
A.2.Z Construction .................... 27
Ben Homden............................. 31
David Spencer .......................... 27
J G J Groom ...................... 25
Farmer Plant Services .............. 25
Joe Drury .................................. 31
John Hammond ........................ 25
K J Morris ................................. 31
Mark Terry................................. 27
Morris Maintenance .................. 27
Paul Tinsley .............................. 31
Period Window Restorations .... 31
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Richard Sherratt Builders ......... 25
Ryder Home Improvements...... 27
SMM ......................................... 31
Cafés
see Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Calor Gas
A & B Smith .............................. 14
Cards and Gifts
Entertaining Elephants ............. 56
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 37
Care - Homes and At Home
Bluebird Care.............................. 9
Carpenters & Joiners
J G J Groom ...................... 25
J R Callwood ............................ 25
John Hammond ........................ 25
Mark Terry................................. 27
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Carpets
Abbey Carpets .......................... 44
Catteries and Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care
Chemist
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 17
Child Care
Hilary’s Childcare...................... 39
Chiropodists
Caroline Crump ........................ 17
Crown Podiatry ......................... 17
Cleaning and House Care
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 17
Cleanrite Services .................... 17
In Depth Cleaning ..................... 19
Shaw Clean .............................. 19
Shropshire Sweep .................... 19
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 19
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Community Centre
Mayfair ........................................ 9
Computing, Graphic and Web
Design
Jason Gough ............................ 56
Nic Sansom .............................. 56
Stretton Internet ........................ 56
Webbex Technical Services ...... 56
Cycle Repairs
Go Cycling ................................ 44
Decorators
see Painters, Decorators
DIY & Hardware
Cyril Bason Hardware............... 40
Mynd DIY .................................. 40
Stretton DIY .............................. 40
The Door Knocker Company .... 43
Domestic Appliances & Repairs
A & B Smith .............................. 14
Continental Fireplaces .............. 14
Norman Jones .......................... 14
Electrical Services, Lighting
AMP Electrical .......................... 40
Boxall’s lectrician.................... 40
Charles Ephraim ....................... 40
M C Electrical ........................... 40
Stephen Morgan ....................... 40
Estate Agents
Bluestone.................................. 32
Miller Evans .............................. 32
Samuel Wood ........................... 32
Wrights Estate Agents .............. 32
Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts........................... 39
Crown Wealth Management ..... 37
NFU Mutual .............................. 37
Philippa Gee ............................. 39
Wrights Yorkshire Building Soc. 39
Fine Art Restoration
Stretton Fine Art Restoration .... 43
Florist
John R Thomas ........................ 44
Shropshire Flower Company .... 44
Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants ............. 56
van doesburg’s ......................... 56
Funeral Arrangements
A S Morris and Son................... 13
South Shropshire Remembrance
Park .......................................... 13
Furniture Restoration
J R Callwood ............................ 25
Garage Services
Burway Garage......................... 13
Central Garage ......................... 13
MOT Clinic ................................ 13
Garden Design, Services,
Supplies
Ben Carter ................................ 23
Ben Homden............................. 31
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 23
Farmer Plant Services .............. 25
Integral Gardens ....................... 23
John Stephens Services ........... 23
Keith Warrington ....................... 23
Mike Russell Designs ............... 23

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Paul Tinsley .............................. 31
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Shropshire Lawn Co ................. 23
Stretton DIY .............................. 40
Unique Landscapes .................. 23
Whitehead Trees ...................... 23
Garden Machinery
Newington Garage.................... 13
Stretton DIY .............................. 40
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony’s Hair Studio ................. 9
Health Beauty Clinic ................ 9
Middletons .................................. 9
Shampers ................................... 9
Health, Therapies
see also Chiropodists &
Physiotherapists
Amanda Bedding ...................... 52
Birch Tree Re exology ............. 49
Bodylogic Mobile Massage ....... 52
Cate Gowlett ............................. 49
Forever Living Products............ 52
Mandy Mason ........................... 49
Mayfair ........................................ 9
Hobbies
Burway Books........................... 43
The Prolific Crafter.................... 44
Home & Garden
Caradoc Charcoal..................... 44
The Door Knocker Company .... 43
The Garden Room .................... 44
The Prolific Crafter.................... 44
Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets .......................... 44
Louise Watney .......................... 43
Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Eaton Manor ............................. 23
Mynd House ............................. 52
Willowbatch .............................. 23
House and Garden Clearance
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Insurance
see Financial Services, Insurance
Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, Keep Fit
Kennels
Netley Kennels ......................... 39
Kitchens, Bathrooms
A J Lewis-Price ......................... 25
A.2.Z Construction .................... 27
County Tiles Bathrooms ........ 25
Homefix .................................... 49
John Hammond ........................ 25
Lee Brown ................................ 49
Mark Terry................................. 27
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Ryder Home Improvements...... 27
SMM ......................................... 31

Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster ....................... 43
D R Tipton................................. 43
Don Hale................................... 43
DWS Property Services ............ 43
B Jones ................................. 44
G H Jones Son ...................... 44
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Roger Lucas ............................. 44
Pest Control
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 17
Keith Warrington ....................... 23
Pet Food and Pet Care
John R Thomas ........................ 44
Pharmacy
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 17
Physiotherapists
Chris Turner .............................. 17
Marion Murdoch........................ 17
Physio Pilates ........................... 17
Plumbers, Heating
Gary Paris................................. 52
Homefix .................................... 49
J Morris ..................................... 52
John Hammond ........................ 25
K J Davies Gas Services....... 49
Lee Brown ................................ 49
Morris Maintenance .................. 27
Peter Floyd ............................... 52
Ryder Home Improvements...... 27
SMM ......................................... 31
Whitfield Plumbing .................... 52
Whiting Heating ........................ 49
Printing, Copying, Photo
Products
Craven Design Print .............. 37
Marshbrook Print ...................... 37
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 37
Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry’s ...................................... 56
The Loft .................................... 56
Skip Hire
John Stephens Services ........... 23
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Solicitors
FBC Manby Bowdler................. 14
PCB Solicitors........................... 14
Storage
Craven Self-Storage ................. 31
Self-Storage Containers ........... 31
Sweep
Shropshire Sweep .................... 19
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 19
Taxi
Longmynd Private Hire ............. 13
Tree Surgery
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 23
Whitehead Trees ...................... 23

Logs & Charcoal
Caradoc Charcoal..................... 44

Watches, Batteries, Straps
The Outdoor Depot ................... 43

Mobility
Stretton Mobility Store .............. 13

Windows
A Morgan .................................. 31
Period Window Restorations .... 31

Outdoor Clothing and
Equipment
The Outdoor Depot ................... 43
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Window Cleaning
Handyman Services ................. 17
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201

To advertise here,
please contact our
Advertising Manager at:
adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Annual Report 2020-21
1. Introduction
Owing to the ongoing pandemic restrictions, the Town
Council is unable, for a second year, to hold a public
meeting, known as the Annual Assembly, to account
to constituents for its performance over the last year.
Consequently, this Annual Report is being published on the
Council’s website www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk and in the
April edition of Stretton Focus.
Constituents who wish to attend the Annual Assembly on
Thursday 22nd April at 7.00pm and/or to ask any questions in
relation to the Annual Report, or to raise any other issues, are
invited to notify the Town Council no later than Tuesday 20th
April. They will then be sent a Zoom invitation to the meeting,
where all notified questions and issues will be addressed.
You are invited to contact the Town Council, by emailing
admin@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk or phoning 722113.
2. Chairman’s Report:
This has been a most challenging year for the Council in a
number of ways, primarily, of course, because of the successive
lockdowns. These have meant that the Council has held all
Council meetings on Zoom, with only a few members of the
public in remote attendance.
Pandemic Response
During the first lockdown, the Council sought to play
a co-ordinating role in bringing together, remotely,
representatives of the Medical Practice, Police, Shropshire
Council and volunteer community agencies such as Mayfair,
Good Neighbours, St. Laurence Food Bank, Rotary and
the Masonic Lodges, with links also to essential shops.
This brought together professional and voluntary help,
allowing voluntary funds to be channelled appropriately. The
community rallied round magnificently with many younger
residents volunteering to undertake the more risky deliveries
of food and medicines to those who were vulnerable, allowing
older volunteers to offer support by email and phone.
Temporary emergency traffic arrangements were put in
place by Shropshire Council in June, primarily to allow social
distancing on the High Street. The Community-Led Plan
Steering Group has been monitoring the reaction to these
changes to inform possible permanent changes in the future.
The update report from the Chairman of The Community-Led
Planning Group is appended to this Annual Report.
With the easing of the first lockdown, the town
experienced a surge of visitors from across the country, Carding
Mill Valley being one of the national beauty spots proving most
popular. The Council liaised closely with the National Trust,
the Police and Shropshire Council in seeking to minimise the
threat of cross-infection to this community. The Council partfunded a trial Shuttle Service to link with an overflow car park.
This will continue this year, taking into account the continuing
increase in staycationing. Local residents have generally
complied with the restrictions, helping to keep the local level
of infections low, as compared to other parts of the county.
However, sadly, there have still been a small number of deaths.
Staffing
Unfortunately, the Council has been without a full-time
Town Clerk for the whole of this year, because it was only in
January of this year that all of the necessary procedures were
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completed to allow Danny Chetwood to retire due to ill health.
The Town Council is sorry to be deprived of his services in
this unfortunate way but grateful for his contribution to the
work of the Council. In January 2020, the Council was able to
recruit Chris Maclean as interim part-time Clerk. It is hoped to
have a new Town Clerk in place by the summer.
The Council congratulates our Amenities Officer, Michael
Turner, on his promotion to a post in another Town Council
in October of last year. The incoming Clerk will be involved in
recruiting new team members.
Finance
Amidst all of these staff changes, the Council has undertaken
a thorough overhaul of its accounting systems and processes.
The Council is indebted to our Deputy Town Clerk and
Responsible Finance Officer, Beverley Clarke, for her
professionalism in completing this task.
The lockdowns have significantly reduced the Council’s
income from the hiring out of its facilities. However, the
lockdowns have also impeded the Council’s maintenance
programme. In recognition of the fact that the pandemic has
caused financial difficulties for some constituents, the Council
has not sought any increase in the local Council Tax in the
coming year.
Council Elections on 6th May
The final challenge for the Council will be to conduct the
Town Council Elections on 6th May, when some pandemic
restrictions are expected still to be in force. It is hoped that
there will be a range of candidates from which constituents can
choose to take on the responsibility of enabling our community
to recover and adapt after this pandemic.
Thanks
I am grateful to Councillors, Tree Wardens and our Council
staff for the way they have adapted to cope with this year’s
challenges.
Cllr. Bob Welch, Council Chairman and Mayor
3. Report of Amenities, Finance and General Purposes
Committee
Amenities
The past year has been operationally difficult for our staff
managing our various amenities, with the various restrictions
resulting in them being closed for much of the time.
Nevertheless, a comprehensive survey of all the trees on
Council land is under way to determine future maintenance
priorities. An updating survey of the Council’s other
recreational areas is informing ongoing maintenance work.
A third survey of all the streetlights, for which the Council is
responsible, has revealed a number of ageing concrete columns
in need of replacement. They will be progressively replaced by
aluminium columns, fitted with more efficient LED lighting.
The Council was one of the first, back in 2012, to switch off
streetlights in the overnight hours, resulting in significant
savings in both costs and carbon emissions.
Silvester Horne Institute
The Institute has been closed for most of 2020, apart from a
brief period between the end of September to early November,
when Zumba, Yoga, Freestyle Martial Arts and Indoor Bowling
were active with social distancing and the Quakers were able to
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meet in the Hall. SHI Music Events have been suspended since
the autumn but they will, hopefully, resume in October. The
Council received a grant of £10,000 from the Covid-19 Local
Restrictions Support Grant Scheme and hopes for a further
grant to compensate for the loss of income. The lockdown,
combined with the weather, has also delayed the necessary
repairs to the SHI roof and drains.
The Market Square
In the first lockdown, the essential food stallholders transferred
briefly to the Easthope Road car park but have since gone
back to the Square, with Council Officers stressing to both
stallholders and customers the need for social distancing and
the wearing of face masks. Two charity events in the Square –
the Rotary Club’s Fixed Bicycle Ride and the Christmas Card
Sale – went ahead in the autumn.
Christmas Lights
There was unfortunately no Christmas Light Switch-On event
or Christmas party, but the lights and Rotary’s Tree of Light
brought a little festive cheer, as did the traders’ small Christmas
trees, aided by public donations. However, the Council
apologises that the Christmas Lights on Sandford Avenue
malfunctioned. This has prompted a thorough review with a
view to installing new and alternative lights in future.
Rectory Wood and Field and Coppice Leasowes
The registration of Rectory Wood and Field as our second
Local Nature Reserve, after Coppice Leasowes, has been
proceeding, allowing the Council to apply to Shropshire
Council for delegated powers. These nature conservation
areas are now complemented by Cudwell Meadow, south of
the town. This has been purchased by the Middle Marches
Community Land Trust, thanks to generous local donations,
so that it can be developed as a wetland habitat. Local Wildlife
Trust volunteers have also upgraded the boardwalk across the
adjacent wetland area.
The two volunteer Interest Groups who help to manage
these assets are meeting together on a trial basis. However,
in the last year, they have been confined to Zoom meetings
with little scope for practical activity. Janet Martin, the Group
Chairman, acknowledges that the Site Management contract
with Shropshire Council, supplemented by the work of the
Council’s Outdoor Team, has been invaluable during the
lockdowns. Thanks to a Focus Grant, the footpath across
Coppice Leasowes from Watling Street North to the A49 will
be improved. Permission has been given for the Tree Group to
plant over 300 saplings in Rectory Wood and Field as part of a
re-wilding strategy. In August, Rectory Field was the scene for a
successful open-air rehearsal of Macbeth by Stretton Players to a
socially distanced audience of 50.
Sandford Avenue Recreation Ground
The combination of Covid restrictions and inclement weather
has much curtailed the activity of the Bowls, Croquet and
Tennis Clubs. The Council was pleased to support the initiative
of Tom Rochester and his volunteer group, taking advantage
of a metal skate park being offered free by Telford and Wrekin
Council. The opening of the skatepark has unfortunately been
delayed by the lockdown, preventing the completion of the
installation and the necessary safety inspection.
The Council is committed to upgrading the facilities in the
Recreation Ground. It would like to see the cost of maintaining
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the facilities more equitably shared between those
who use the facilities and local council taxpayers.
A task group of Councillors issued a community
on-line survey to gather residents’ views on what facilities they
would like to see in the Recreation Ground. The feedback from
that survey will inform a masterplan to be developed in the
coming year, with the aid of a development consultancy.
Cllr. Mike Walker, Chairman of Amenities, Finance & General
Purposes Committee
4. Report of Planning, Conservation and Heritage
Committee.
Planning Applications
During the year, the members of the Planning Committee
and the Tree Warden team have processed 144 planning
applications, 111 of these after the beginning of April,
following the imposition of restrictions in the first lockdown.
Planning Committee members had to adjust their way of
working as visiting sites was no longer possible, using instead
on-line technology. The Committee held regular virtual
meetings and kept in touch by email. One planning application
that was granted during the year was for a scheme of two
detached dwellings and two pairs of semi-detached houses
on Lutwyche Road, providing much needed affordable social
housing.
Consultations on Draft Local Development Plan
A great deal of time has been taken up with work on
submissions to the Shropshire Council’s consultations on the
Draft Local Plan. In August, the Committee produced a draft
submission for Council on the Regulation 18 Pre-submission
Draft of the Local Plan. This was approved by the Town
Council in September. In the submission it was strongly argued
that the Snatchfield site should be withdrawn, as it failed the
tests for major development in the AONB and would not be in
the public interest. It was heartening to note that the AONB
has been given much more weight in planning terms, with the
new policy DP26, (now DP24) providing more protection for
the national designation. The Town Council was pleased that,
following strong opposition by many groups and individuals in
the town, the proposal for the Snatchfields site was withdrawn.
In December, work began on the Town Council’s
submission to the consultation on the Regulation 19 PreSubmission Draft Local Plan, with the main objection being
that there is no published evidence in the Plan to support the
increased windfall housing target of 121 houses, which have
been allocated to the town. This number has been increased
through the addition of the Snatchfields allocation of 70 houses
to the original windfall target. Having established, through
its Housing Needs Survey, that there is a need for affordable
housing, especially for key workers in the care sector, the
Council will be seeking rural exception sites to contribute to
this revised housing target.
Cllr. Hilary Claytonsmith, Chairman of Planning, Conservation
and Heritage Committee
5. Report of Economic Development Committee
Promoting Local Economy
Because of the pandemic lockdowns, this has been a most
challenging year for the local economy. Essential food shops
Continued overleaf...
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849
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Locally based
Plumber
General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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have gone to great lengths both to provide a safe shopping
environment, as well as organising home deliveries of food and
medicines. Additional free food deliveries have been made by
the St. Laurence Food Bank.
The Council is pleased that local traders and
accommodation providers have now formed a Visit Church
Stretton Community Interest Company to promote the town,
using the www.churchstretton.co.uk domain name loaned from
the Council. Through the use of videos and social media, it is
hoped that this new website will encourage the many firsttime visitors to the area in the last year to come again. To assist
local shops, the Police have funded a pioneering Smartwater
security system as a deterrent against shoplifting and Shropshire
Council has provided a small Recovery Grant.
Responding to Shropshire Council Consultations
The Committee has also drafted the Council’s response to the
ambitious Vibrant Shropshire Culture Strategy of Shropshire
Council and discussions are continuing, as part of the work of
the Community-Led Planning Group work, on how the wide
range of cultural activities in the town can be drawn together as
a further attraction to visitors.
In response to the consultation on the Indoor Leisure
Services Strategy of Shropshire Council, the Town Council
has argued strongly that residents in smaller towns should
not be unfairly disadvantaged relative to the larger towns
in the county, so as to be able to retain such facilities as the
Library and Leisure Centre. In similar vein, in its response to
the Community and Rural Strategy of Shropshire Council,
the Council has welcomed the commitment to work in a
more devolved and collaborative way with Town and Parish
Councils.

The Group has dug deeper into the opinions expressed
and the preferences, and has established working groups to
take things further. As a result, reports on Transport, the
Environment and the Town Centre are already available on
the CLP website www.strettonsclp.org.uk alongside the results
of the Survey itself. There are also interim reports on Arts and
Culture, and Faith and Values.
A highlight of the year was the exceptional work done
by the Primary School, where the younger members of our
community produced a large folder of work, outlining their
own thoughts and wishes for the future. A summary is also
available on the website.
Work is ongoing on Community Facilities, Housing, Arts
and Culture, and Health and Social Care, though the latter
has been hampered – inevitably – by the pressures on affected
parties in dealing with the pandemic.
The Steering Group is well aware that, post-Covid, our
community will change, both economically and socially, and
the final Plan will have to take account of what is, at the
moment, an uncertain and evolving landscape. But we travel
hopefully, buoyed by the visible strength of community feeling
and engagement, and recognising the commitment and hard
work of Steering Group members.
David Howard,
Chairman of Community-Led Planning Steering Group

Youth Work
Following a Youth Survey 18 months ago, the Council
committed to funding more provision for youngsters. This
has unfortunately had to be delayed by a year, owing to the
pandemic.
Future Challenges
Following up on the Town Council’s pledge in relation to the
climate emergency, our Energy Champion, Cllr. Lyn Antill, has
been researching how other councils are addressing this issue,
so that this agenda informs the Council’s whole approach to
conducting its business.
Thankfully, the great majority of more vulnerable residents
have now been vaccinated, assisted by having a vaccination
centre at the Health and Wellbeing Centre, but it is already
clear that the pandemic will have accelerated other ongoing
economic changes, such as the rapid growth in on-line
shopping and greatly increased working from home. The
former will pose a challenge to our independent shops, but the
latter may mean that more home-based businesses will move
into the area, benefiting our economy.
Cllr. Bob Welch, Chairman of the Economic Development
Committee
Community Led Plan Progress Report
No sooner had the results of the Residents’ Survey come in (in
March 2020) than the country entered into lockdown. The
intention to hold public meetings had to be put aside, and the
Steering Group had to explore new forms of communication.
We have zoomed into a different format, which, despite
limitations, has allowed the Group to keep working at the
priorities identified by residents.
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A post-Covid world
lthough we may have to learn to live with Covid, it
appears – at last – that we are coming out of the
crisis, and we can celebrate the easing and removal of
restrictions.
The effects of Covid, though, will last, both for
individuals and for society as a whole. Things have changed,
and will continue to change as a result of this upheaval.
Attitudes and practices will be different. The Strettons will
not be immune to developments.
In composing our Plan we need to take account of this,
and incorporate these considerations. For this, we need the
help of the community.
We will be putting together a short on-line survey,
which we hope you will be able to complete. We need to
know how you think things have changed, what we may
have learned, and how things are going to be different in the
future.
We hope that you will be able to spare a few minutes to
give us your thoughts.
We will let you know via Community Messaging when
the survey is up and running.
Thank you, in advance, for your contribution.
David Howard, Chair, CLP Steering Group
Culmore, Clive Avenue, Church Stretton, SY6 7BL
Tel.: 01694 722904
www.strettonsclp.org.uk
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Rotary News

Rotary in Church Stretton can tell you what we do, but…
Please tell us (politely!) what you would like us to do!
otary is an international humanitarian organisation
managed by volunteers who share a passion for and
commitment to improving lives, both locally and
internationally.
We donated £500 to Making Memories at Christmas to
help families in crisis. Our annual contributions include Hope
House Children’s Hospice, Lingen Davies Cancer Fund,
Severn Hospice, Midlands Air Ambulance, Polio Plus, Royal
British Legion, Local Primary Schools, Women’s Refuge.
Other donations were given to the Australian Fire
Appeal, Loft Arts, Street Pastors, Visor Appeal for NHS,
Read Easy Shropshire Hills and Guide Dogs. Despite all
the problems we faced due to the pandemic we managed to
exceed the funds raised in the previous year thanks to the
generous people in our community.
Other activities we participate in include:
Rotary Youth Exchange – With the help and support
from teachers, youth leaders and the local Rotary Club,
children can gain valuable experience in helping others and
learning interesting new things. It also brings an exciting
and practical approach to supporting the Citizenship
element of the National Curriculum.
Interact – Gives young people from 12-18 years old the
chance to work together and have fun while learning about
service and promoting international understanding.

R

Rotaract – are clubs for ages 18-30 that emphasise the
importance of leadership and community involvement –
we’re currently looking to develop this activity.
All are welcome to join Rotary irrespective of gender,
race, creed, religion, political persuasion, or sexuality.
We can offer alternative membership options either full
membership or associate membership costing only £25 for
the year as an introductory offer. There is much more to tell
but there is insufficient space here so let’s talk. What’s to
lose?
Rotary Club of Church Stretton supports local
communities worldwide.
We need new members to help us with the following
tasks and possibly to identify new opportunities.
● Supporting our local schools
● Organising carols in the square
● Supporting Lingen Davies
● Supporting Hope House Children’s Hospice
● Supporting Mayfair Community Centre
● Supporting Air Ambulance
● Supporting overseas charities and disaster funds that
include:
● Eradication of Polio
● Refurbished tools for African communities
● Australian fire disaster via Rotary Club of Adelaide
Within the last 12 months we have raised approximately
£13,000 to support these projects.
If you would like to help or join us please contact Derek
Smith, Publicity and Membership Officer.
Phone: 01694 723189. Email: dereksmith42@hotmail.com
Derek Smith

Church Stretton Set to Welcome Film Crew?

A

film and TV company is considering using Church
Stretton as the location for a comedy drama series
about a newly ordained, hapless Minister of the
church and ladies-of-a-certain-age who pursue him with
fluttering eyelashes and a view to romance.
A director of the film company got lost on his way from
Stoke-on-Trent to Hereford a few years ago, and stopped at
Church Stretton to ask directions. He liked the traditional
nature of the town, with its individual shops and town
square, and stayed the night on a pub bench after imbibing
too freely of English beer.
Working with the writer of this new series, he
remembered Church Stretton and added it to the list of
possible English locations along with Giggleswick and Beer.
The star of the show, an unknown newcomer named as

F

French-born, 32-year-old Michel De
Angelis, will be teamed with several
British female actors, including
another unknown named as Eve
Bethlehem. She will play an aging,
femme fatale who adopts the naive
young minister as her protégé, with
comedic results.
If Church Stretton is chosen, the
temporary construction of a mid17C town hall, for the filming of relevant scenes, will be
erected in the town square. An announcement to reveal the
successful location will be made shortly, and filming is due
to begin in the early summer of 2022.
R.E Porter

Stretton Summer Volleyball

ancy knocking a ball over a net this summer? Outdoors in the sun until dusk? Three Touch? Dig,
Set, Spike? Volleyball one evening a week from May through August? I plan to set up the court in
the playing fields (permission given) in the town centre, probably on a Wednesday or Thursday
evening, and for us to play, enjoy and socialise. I’ll set the net height to suit the mix of age, sex and
height of participants. If there is high interest or spread of ability then I may split play into two shorter
consecutive sessions to better cater for all. If I can acquire a few more volleyballs then some side training
and practise should be possible. There may be a small charge to cover equipment.
I played for nearly 20 years, refereed for ten and am a qualified coach.
I’d like to hear from you please if you’re interested in playing (no commitment) – let me know your name and your
volleyball experience, or if you have any unwanted volleyball equipment I could use (nets, posts and balls) to minimise
what I need to purchase. I might also need some rope and pegs to mark out the court.
Stephen Redmond, hebiggestredofall@yahoo.co.uk,07962 785612
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Church Stretton Library Update

T

his month we are looking forward to re-opening the
doors for customers to come and browse the library
once again. Thank you all for the support and use
of the Ready Reads service we have offered through the past
two lockdowns. It has been well received and used and we
will carry on this service once we re-open. The staff have
been working hard to spruce up displays and stock and we
all look forward to welcoming you back.
We would also like to add a book review every month to
the Focus from library staff and customers. If you would like
to send in a book review, please do so with the:
Title, Author, Publisher and your review in no more
than 120 words to the library via email or pop it in the
letter box. Just let us know if you would like your name
added to the review. One will be picked each month.
Our opening times from 12th April at the moment are:
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays – 10am-4pm (closed
between 12pm and 1pm)
Saturdays 10am-1pm
Please be aware that the above times could change but
you can order books through Ready Reads (click and collect
style service) if this happens.
For more information, call 01694 722535 or email us
churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
Book Review by Rosemary from Church Stretton Library
One August Night by Victoria Hislop
Published by Headline Review in 2020

Hot Dogs Answers
1. St. Bernard (b 1090)
2. Boxer
3. Red Setter
4. Ridgeback
5. Greyhound
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6. Whippet
7. Crossbred
8. Poodle
9. Lassie
10. Great Dane
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This book follows the story of two sisters; Maria
who has married into wealth and Anna who like all the
inhabitants of Spinalonga has been cured from leprosy and
is to return home to Plaka. Not everyone who returns from
Spinalonga has family and or friends to return to, to cherish
and protect them and stigma and scandal abound. Maria
can return to her family, however her fiancé may not have
been as faithful as he could have been. There is plenty of
intrigue as individuals and families realise that their actions
have consequences. There is good insight into life in Greece
in the 1950s and the emerging tourist industry. As always
Victoria Hislop brings some Greek sunshine to the page.
Alexis Seaborne

Trivia Answers
1. Four pairs
2. Soil
3. Sea monster/giant octopus
4. Fawn
5. Huskies
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Jason Gough
computing services

Hardware - Software
Consultancy
Repairs - Installation - Support
For Business and Home users
Over 20 Year’s xperience in the IT Industry

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com

Berry’s
17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot and cold
meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes, children's menu.
Courtyard; fully licensed; dog-friendly; private room
for up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
Tripadvisor Travellers’ Choice* 2020
* in global top 10% of restaurants
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