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SUBMISSION
OF ARTICLES AND
PHOTOGRAPHS FOR
PUBLICATION
should be made to the editors by
email at
editor@strettonfocus.co.uk
Please use this address even if you are
contacting an individual editor.
If you do not receive a response within
48 hours please check the address
carefully and send your email again.
If you are unable to use email,
your material may be submitted to
Wrights, Estate Agent,
32 Sandford Avenue,
Church Stretton, SY6 6BW
clearly labelled ‘Stretton Focus’.
These items are collected on the
deadline date.

When are the deadlines?

The deadline for receipt of all
submissions by all methods is
12 NOON on the FIRST
MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
for the following month’s edition.
If the Monday is a Bank Holiday,
the deadline will be
12 NOON on the TUESDAY of
that week.
No submissions will be accepted
after the deadline unless prior
arrangements have been agreed
with the editors.
For the April issue the deadline is
Monday 1st March, at 12 noon.
For the May issue the deadline is
Tuesday 6th April, at 12 noon.
The April issue will be distributed on
Friday 26th March

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Focus can be purchased by
subscription and delivered to your
door for £10 per year.
If you wish to use this facility, please
phone the Subscriptions Manager on
01694 724184 or 722865 or email
focussubscription@hotmail.co.uk

COMMUNITY AWARDS

Focus has a scheme whereby clubs,
societies, organisations and individuals
can apply for a grant up to a maximum
of £1,000 for projects which have a
direct benefit to the community of the
Strettons. For details and an application
form, please see the Focus website
www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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March Editorial

A

s I write this, we have just passed the horrific milestone
of 100,000 deaths from Covid. By the time you read it,
many more precious lives will have been lost.
However devastating, a headline figure like this has a
strangely numbing effect, and it only achieves real penetration
when we focus on individuals.
All of us will know someone who has
suffered from the disease (my daughter and her
fiancé both had quite a bad bout of it), and
many will have friends and relatives for whom
it has tragically proved fatal. This has been a
lethal war and I do hope that we can achieve
some sort of permanent physical memorial in
the town, however small, which will remind
us of the names of those closest to home who
succumbed.
One such was George Jones, a well-known
local man, to whom a tribute can be read on
page 50, reminding us that every life lost is
not just a numbing number but a real person
who has fought a battle and for whom others
grieve. It’s so fitting that he was photographed at the War
Memorial.
Reality itself is often difficult to grasp in these crazy
times. Being cut off from the world can make us doubt, in the
soundless night, that a world outside our own minds, let alone
four walls, exists at all. So what we aim for in the Focus is a
bit of normality. We keep presenting the voices of reassurance
from our churches (pages 3, 26, 42 and 51) and the voices
of our young people (Student Journalists, pages 28-9); safe

community activities and services still going on (see What’s
On, pages 4-5); the group endeavours and reminders that we
are still together, with a future to look forward to (Mayfair
pages 10-11; Arts Festival page 33); and a past that was far
worse than our present, in our main feature, Little Stretton at
the Time of the Black Death (pages 34-6).
I passed the Medical Practice one bleak
Sunday afternoon, the fag-end of January.
They were, to use the vernacular, ‘going like
the clappers’ with the vaccine roll-out, and I
remain awestruck by the persistent dedication
of these wonderful people. We should never
stop thanking them. They hold our lives in a
vial. Also see Mayfair News for a photo that is
the best possible advert for making sure you
attend your vaccination (page 11)!
I find I’ve had enough of moaning about
Covidiots and conspiracy theorists recently.
It’s not good for the blood pressure. My
tendency now is to laugh uncomfortably. TS
Eliot wrote (in Little Gidding from the Four
Quartets) about “the conscious impotence of rage/At human
folly, and the laceration/Of laughter at what ceases to amuse”.
Let’s forget the laceration for a moment and enjoy human
folly at its glorious best. Stan Yelds is still going strong, as is
Trivia Corner, and now we have another entertaining quiz this
month from Graham Wenman. Insects now! The new regulars
are on the march…
Enjoy the magazine!
Graham Ogdon

URC Voice
The Power of Giving It Away
mong the most poignant elements in the accounts of
the Crucifixion are the last mocking taunts of the
passers-by and from those who manipulated both
facts and the Roman authority, in order to hang Jesus there.
According to all three earlier gospels, one or both of the
two accompanying victims joined in the chorus too. The
text in Mark 15:30 is: “Come down from the cross and save
yourself ”. It goes on to advise “save (or rescue) yourself,
perform a miracle, give us a spectacle”. It seems to me to echo
the story of ‘the temptations’. Perhaps we are meant to see
this. Isn’t there a modern scenario that goes like this: it takes a
strong man to get things done, and finding ‘alternative facts’,
lies, is justified to gain power?
Of course we cannot rescue ourselves in any desperate
situation. Have we not seen, during this pandemic, how
medical teams have worked together, to the point of
exhaustion, to save life, putting their own lives at risk? The
vaccinations we are relying on to rescue us from the pestilence
is the end result of international collaboration, trialled
by thousands of volunteers and delivered in a vast global
programme. Many people within communities have stepped
up to make kind and compassionate efforts to help out
their neighbours. The human losses are so high and millions
of people have suffered so much. We know the ongoing
costliness in human and economic terms will continue long
afterwards. The depth of inequalities has been exposed. A

A
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healing can come with a re-balancing and a just and
equitable recovery for all.
The wisdom that is captured in the cross is that there
is no single saviour, who makes all things right. Given
recent experiences of those who cast themselves in the role
of ‘saviour’ of their people: populist, autocratic, narcissistic
regimes, or fundamentalist terrorists, can we really say that
any single person or group, one faith or one nation can be the
saviour of the world? A rather dangerous delusion, I think, in
the modern world where power is both naturally assumed by
the despotic regime and given away by those who become the
bewitched disciples.
This is not what is being done in the crucifixion.
Rather, it is a giving away of power to the fraternity, the
community, shocked, bewildered and frightened as they are.
Enough, had been given them, experienced and embraced by
them, that had inspired and united them. When recall and
re-assessment, regrouping and re-envisioning happen; then
shall the awakening dawn. They are the future who will take
the mission onward; from them comes the essence of the true
fraternity which will rescue the world. They are many from
every culture, race and class and creed.
Perhaps the real miracle is the rediscovery of that deep
inter-connectedness in the DNA of humanity – that, alone, is
how we are rescued.
Noel Beattie
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What’s On in the Strettons in March
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages
Events and meetings remain affected by
Covid restrictions. Any events listed may be
subject to change at short notice. Please
check websites or with organisers to get the
latest updates.

Every Thursday and Friday:
Christian Meditation

Experience the ancient practice of Christian
Meditation (contemplative prayer) in a small
safe group.
At the moment, we meet online only.
Please contact John Dennison 722599 or
1johndennison@gmail.com
Thursday: 8pm for 8.15pm start
Friday: 2pm for 2.15pm start

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday:
Walking for Health

Leaving from outside the HWBC. Small groups
only so if you are interested, please contact
Mayfair.
Tuesday/Thursday 10.30am
Wednesday 10.30/11am

Second Thursday

Marmaladies WI Virtual Meeting

We meet once a month on the second
Thursday of the month. Currently we are
using Zoom so please contact the secretary:
carol.greswell@gmail.com
or via the Marmaladies facebook page to get
an invitation to join the Zoom meeting
8pm via Zoom

18 Thursday

Mayfair Online Fundraising Event

See main Mayfair article for more details.
To register to attend, please email
fundraising@mayfaircentre.org.uk
7.30-8.30pm online

27 Saturday

Poetry Reading Evening via Zoom

Hosted by Friends of CS Library.
Contributors please contact clarkjoanna62@
gmail.com by Sunday 21 March. Audience-only
participants may sign up to the event up until
Wednesday 24 March.
See main item for more details.
7.30 to 9 pm via Zoom

4
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What’s On in Early April
Bird Surveys

Volunteers needed for curlew, lapwing and
red grouse surveys. Starting 1st April. Socially
distanced training given. Please see main
SOS/SACWG and Community Wildlife Group
articles for details on how to sign up.

Group and Venue Updates
CS Bridge Club

Closed until further notice. Please check the
website for information:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton

CS Gardening Club

We look forward to 2021 being less stressful
and being able to meet up again for meetings
and garden outings.
Take care and stay safe.
Contact: 723648

CS Leisure Centre

Please check with Leisure Centre regarding
any sessions that may be taking place. Please
ring 720051
https://shropshire.gov.uk/leisure-services/
find-a-leisure-centre/church-stretton/
There are currently no group activities. This
affects WO listings:
• Badminton for All
• Japanese Taiko Drumming
• Strettons Table Tennis Group
• Three Touch Walking Football

CS Library

Opening times are: Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays: 10am-4pm (closed between 12pm &
1pm)
Saturdays: 10am-1pm
We are sadly still not able to have groups
meet in the library. This affects the following
What’s On listings:
• Ancient Greek Study Group
• Latin Study Group
• Local and Family History Session
• Mayfair Time to Listen
• Reading Group
• Rhyme Time
• Sit and Knit
• Winter Talks
• Writers Groups
Telephone: 722535 or email us
Churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk

CS School Theatre

The School Theatre remains closed to the
general public and will re-open when it is
safe to do so.

CS Stroke Support Group

With regret our meetings are cancelled for
the time being but for any information ring
Jane 01694 658027 or Hilary 01694 723419

CS Town Council

The Council can be contacted on 722113 or via
email: reception@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
The Council is updating information
continuously on its website:
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers
No meetings until further notice.
Contact Ruth Jenkins: 724919

Knit and Natter at Berry’s

Meetings at Berry’s are suspended until
safe social distancing can be assured.
Please contact Liz Strachan for the latest
information: 07971 289273 or lizmegroup@
gmail.com

Ley Gardens

Community events suspended until further
notice. This includes:
• Joy Yoga/Joy Yoga Flow
• Knit and Natter
• Thursday Lunch Club

Long Mynd Camera Club

For details of the camera club’s online
lockdown programme, visit the website:
https://www.longmyndcameraclub.com/
programme

Marches Independent Photography (MIP)
Meetings currently suspended but keep
checking website for future meetings:
mip.photium.com

Mayfair/Health & Wellbeing Centre

Please see Mayfair article in this month’s
Focus for details on which services are
currently available to the public. We offer our
‘Mayfair Meals’ hot meal delivery service 365
days a year, including Christmas Day.
Telephone: 01694 722077
Website: www.mayfaircentre.org.uk

March 2021
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National Trust: Carding Mill Valley

CMV car park is open but has limited spaces.
Toilets are open 9.30am to 4.30pm. Takeaway
options available from the kiosk. Card
payments only. Shop remains closed.
No events planned at present. Do check the
website for volunteering opportunities:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carding-mill-valleyand-the-long-mynd

Parish Centre, St Laurence’s

Closed until further notice for any purpose
except for the Food Bank.
This affects WO listings:
• C.A.M.E.O. meetings
• Messy Church
• Mothers’ Union meetings
• Southern Cross Line Dance Class
• U3A Singing for Pleasure Group
Do check the website for updates:
www.strettonparish.org.uk

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group

There will be no RSPB events until further
notice. Please check website:
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

Scrappies

Scrappies continue to do everything possible
to keep you all supplied with arts and craft
materials, with great resources for all your
children’s creative activities. We will continue
to keep you informed via our website and
Facebook postings.
Email: info@scrappies.org
Website: www.scrappies.org

SHI/Friday Night at the Horne

The SHI is closed to the public until further
notice. Website for updates:
www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
This also affects WO regulars:
• CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club
• Yoga with David Hedge

Shropshire Ornithological Society

Due to Covid restrictions, the Church Stretton
branch of Shropshire
Ornithological Society has cancelled all indoor
meetings until October 2021. Please check
website: strettonsos.wordpress.com

Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch
No indoor meetings planned at present.
However, there is a series of wildlife talks
that you can enjoy at home on the group’s
YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/c/ShropshireWildlifeTrust

Stretton Cancer Care Support Group

Meetings regretfully cancelled until further
notice. However committee members are very
willing to listen and offer support. Contact
numbers:
Lesley McIntyre 01694 723427
Rosemary Willietts 01694 722112

Key to Abbreviations/Addresses:

CMV – Carding Mill Valley
CS – Church Stretton
CS Library – Church Street, SY6 6DQ Tel:
722535
CS School – Shrewsbury Rd, SY6 6EX
Tel: 722209
St. Laurence’s Church/CS Parish Centre –
Church St, SY6 6DQ
Mayfair – Mayfair Community Centre,
Easthope Rd, SY6 6BL. Tel: 722077
HWBC – Health and Well Being Centre, next
to Mayfair, SY6 6BL
Methodist Church – Watling St South, SY6
7BG
SHI – Silvester Horne Institute,
High St, SY6 6BY. Tel: c/o CS Town Council
Office 722113
URC – United Reformed Church, High St, SY6
6BY
VH – Village Hall
Contact Numbers – only numbers OUTSIDE
the CS dialling code area (01694) will include
the full number.
For the latest community updates, consider
subscribing to the excellent free community
messaging service by Rob/Sue Hill:
communitymessaging@scrappies.org

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice

All planned events have been cancelled but
we can be reached by phone on 07528 493181
or by email:
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Tuesday Club

Closed until further notice.
Contact: Joy: 723687

Stretton Focus
Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk

Letter
Heat Pumps
hank you for publishing Jon Cooke’s reply to our
letter in January’s edition of Focus.
We have subsequently spoken with Jon about
all the problems we have encountered with our Air Source
Heat Pump. Reluctantly, however, we have decided that our
system will have to be taken out and we shall return to using
a gas boiler. We are well aware of the climate catastrophe
unfolding on our planet and are sad that we could not do
our bit to reduce our carbon footprint.
Having spoken to Jon and various other people with far
more knowledge of heat pumps than ourselves, we are more
than ever convinced that we were mis-sold a system which
was unfit for purpose. As pensioners we do not feel up to a
legal battle with the installers.

T
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We feel it important to stress to anyone considering
such a system that they should think very carefully about it
and take as much advice as possible, including, of course,
Stretton Climate Care, before embarking upon it.
Should anyone wish to contact us about our experience,
please send an e-mail to private.comment@icloud.com
We appreciate Focus giving us the opportunity to
perhaps prevent other people making a very expensive
mistake.
Names supplied
A further article from Jon Cooke on the subject appears
under Stretton Climate Care for this month, with help
contact details.
Ed.
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Lapwing, Curlew and Other Birds Survey and
Save our Curlews appeal

W

how to go about the survey, and record what
e will be carrying out our bird survey again
you see, around the end of March.
in 2021, primarily looking for Curlews and
At the current rate of decline, we haven’t
Lapwings, within Government guidance on
limiting the spread of Covid in force at the time. If you can got long to save the Curlews from local extinction, so in
2021 we want to help by finding nests, putting an electric
recognise these two species, you’ll be a big help.
fence round them to protect the eggs from predators and
The survey area is bounded roughly by Leebotwood,
livestock, and then radio-tagging the chicks, to find out
Marshbrook, Shipton and Hughley, and is divided into 30
how they use the landscape and
squares, each of 2x2 kilometres.
what happens to them. The Bird
Participants take on one of
Survey is vital to the project as it
these survey squares and visit
locates where the Curlews are.
three times, on dates to suit
The project work is
you around 1st April, 1st May
expensive, and we’ve launched
and 15th June, about half a day
an appeal to fund it. It’s not
each visit. It’s easy to do, and
too late to contribute; we still
participants are provided with
need to raise more funds, and
simple survey instructions and
we would be very grateful for
a map to record sightings on.
support from Focus readers. We
If possible, we’d also like you
gratefully acknowledge a grant of
to record Kestrel, Cuckoo and
£500 from Stretton Focus awards
other target species, but that’s an
for project work in the Strettons
optional extra.
area.
We normally hold a meeting
Curlew: Photo Celia Todd
The Bird Survey 2020
in March to report back on
report, and details of the appeal and how to make donations
last year’s results and explain what’s involved to new
participants. However, we won’t be able to do that this year, to it, can be found on our website www.shropscwgs.org.uk/
so if you’re interested in helping, or want more information strettons-area-wildlife-group/
If you want more information about the survey or the
about what’s involved, please tell us. We do need more
appeal, or want to help, contact Leo Smith (01694 720296,
helpers, so we hope to hear from you, please. There will be
leo@leosmith.org.uk)
a practical (socially distanced) training session, explaining
Leo Smith

Mini-beasts, Muck and Magic

I

t’s March, the time when gardeners, snails and other
mini-beasts emerge from their winter slumbers. You are
doubtless busy cleaning the greenhouse, reorganizing the
borders, planning the veg. plot; but have you considered your
compost heap recently?
For many of us, that’s exactly what it is: an untidy
(sometimes smelly) pile of garden rubbish and grass cuttings,
stashed away in a dark corner. But it could be the most
wildlife friendly, planet-saving, financially productive bit of
your garden, with some TLC.
To work properly, a compost heap needs a good site.
Under a tree it can become too dry; in the shade it will
work, but very slowly. A properly working compost heap is
an incredibly complex ecosystem, full of creatures large and
small: worms, woodlice, springtails, centipedes, bacteria and
slugs (yes, they have their uses!), who chew their way through
your green rubbish and leave mini-beast manure behind.
These beasties need air and moisture, otherwise
your heap either won’t work at all, or will decompose
anaerobically, resulting in a slimy, smelly mess and releasing
a lot of methane into the atmosphere (think anaerobic
digesters). It’s important to get the mix right. Anything that
has once been growing can go on, but you need a roughly
50:50 mix of ‘greens’ and ‘browns’ to keep it both moist
and open textured. Greens means weeds, leaves, fruit and

6
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vegetable peelings, grass cuttings, dead flowers – but not
perennial roots or anything that has seeded out or is diseased
or has prickles, because an ordinary domestic heap won’t
get hot enough to break them down or destroy pathogens.
Browns are things which have been growing once, like dead
tops of herbaceous plants, tea leaves (check your tea bags
don’t have plastic in), scrunched up cardboard, shredded
documents, egg boxes, chopped up woody prunings, etc.
NEVER put in cooked food, meat, dairy or animal waste.
Once the creatures get to work the heap will heat up. My
cat thinks it’s a wonderful place to snooze, especially as it is
covered with old carpet. Nutrients the plants have taken up
when growing are released, along with a lot of energy. The
first tenants start to find it a bit hot in there, and move out
in favour of heat-lovers, followed by others (including worms
and fungi) as it cools.
The result? Magic! About six months after you have
closed the heap it will have become a lovely, rich brown,
crumbly, nutrient rich mulch for your garden: the only
fertilizer and soil conditioner you will need. Think of the
savings! Just spread it over your borders and veg. garden. The
worms will take it down for you, whereas digging destroys
the soil structure.
Compost needs a home, of course. The process works
much better in a container, rather than an untidy heap.

March 2021
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Red Grouse Counts on the Long Mynd

T

he Long Mynd Breeding Bird Project and Strettons
have to leave it, although people who
area Community Wildlife Group, supported by
want to leave the beaten track can do so.
the National Trust and Church Stretton Branch
Counts will take place around sunset on
of the Shropshire Ornithological Society, have organised
every Thursday evening between 1st April and 13th May,
a Red Grouse count each year since 2011. Assuming the
and last about an hour and a half. Counts will also be held
Covid restrictions have been eased by early April, it is being on Monday or Tuesday evenings between these dates. The
repeated this year. We want as many helpers as possible,
Grouse are conspicuous at this time of day, so anyone can
please.
help. You don’t need to be an expert. The methodology
Red Grouse are restricted to heathland, and the Long
is simple, and it’s your chance to enjoy the sunsets, get
Mynd (and Stiperstones) hold
close-up views of this wonderful
the only population in England
bird, and see other moorland
between Dartmoor and the
specialities and birds of prey.
Peak District. Nationally, the
People who have helped
population is falling, and it
before have been sent a report
is on the Amber List of Birds
of the results, and have been
of Conservation Concern. The
asked to help again. We normally
results help the National Trust’s
hold a project briefing for new
management of the heathland to
participants, but that won’t be
provide suitable habitat.
possible this year. However,
A survey is particularly
there will be a written brief, and
important this year, as we
a practical on-the-job (socially
couldn’t do one last year, because
distanced) training session,
of the Covid restrictions, so
explaining how to go about the
Red Grouse. Photo: Terry Moore
we don’t know the effect on
survey, and record what you see,
the Grouse population of the
on the first date, 1st April.
substantial die-back of heather in 2019. Therefore, if you
For further information see the Community Wildlife
can help, please do so. Participants do not need to come to
Groups website shropscwgs.org.uk/strettons-area-wildlifeevery count. Please come to as many as you can.
group/long-mynd-red-grouse-project/ or contact Lorna
All of the Grouse territories are on the flat heathland
Taylor (email: lorna.taylor@btinternet.com, phone 01694
plateau, and many are close to the road, so helpers don’t
723301)
Leo Smith

If you have a small space, or looks are
important, you might buy a plastic ‘dalek’
style bin, which enables you to take the
finished product out through a hatch at the
bottom – but you may need to take the lid
off and let the rain in sometimes because
they can get too dry and stop working. If you
like, you can spend a fortune on nice wooden
‘bays’ made of timber slats. But if you can
hide your compost away, old pallets fixed
together are ideal (leave the front one loose
for access); or you can make great containers
with short fence posts and small-gauge wire
netting – the posts will need replacing about
every 10-15 years, but the netting lasts
forever. If you’ve the space, three is ideal: one
you are adding to, one ‘brewing’, and one
you are digging out. A cover is good – old
curtains, strong cardboard or hardboard, old carpet (must
be old because the newer it is the more chemicals are left in
it); the cover will keep heat in and enable you to control the
moisture levels.
Of course you could just put all your green waste in the
Council bin: but think of the resources needed – lorries,
fuel, wages – when you can process it yourself. Think of
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the money you will save. Think of all those mini-beasts
multiplying happily in your garden and doing what they do
best, improving your soil for healthy plants and nourishing
veggies. Good for the planet, your pocket and your plot.
Valerie Morris, Master Composter with Garden Organic
(ring 01694 722243 for advice:
Master Composters are here to help)
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Thank You

ay I congratulate you all at Focus for your
publications during lockdown? Despite the fact
that nothing whatsoever has happened over the
past year you’ve managed to produce varied, interesting and
informative articles on the area which have been a joy to
read. Well done!
Sue Forster

T

hank you to all those of the Strettons who showed
such kindness to our late father, George Jones,
whilst he lived in the town. We wondered how he
would cope living independently as a blind man in his 90s.
With the friendly support of so many, he not only coped,
he thrived. George spoke warmly of all the friendship and
support that he had. When we followed the cortège on
George’s final journey through Church Stretton, we were
deeply moved to see so many local people lining the streets,
applauding, and guiding him home on his final journey.
From us as George’s children, and on behalf of George,
thank you.
Frank Jones
Cancer Research UK
e are pleased to report that even with all the
difficulties of fundraising in 2020 we managed to
raise £1900. There are two events that deserve a
special mention.
On a lovely sunny day Sue Pugh and her yoga group
held a sponsored outdoor yoga class. In contrast the planned
outdoor Christmas card sale in October had to become a
rapidly rearranged car boot sale as the rain poured down.
Thanks to everyone who braved the awful weather to
support us and buy all our Christmas cards.
Cancer Research UK like all charities have lost many
thousands of pounds in funding due to the pandemic.
However, we are optimistic that in 2021 times will be better
and we will be able to welcome all our supporters back to
our annual Strawberry cream tea in June.

W

I

’d like to thank David Haigh for his fascinating,
thoughtful and sensitive article on suicide (February
Focus). I’ve always enjoyed his articles, but I was
particularly touched by this one, as I’ve had experience
of suicide in my own family. It’s a difficult topic and not
always easy to approach, but it’s such an important one.
David’s wide-ranging study is a really valuable contribution
towards greater openness and general awareness.
Focus continues to be an extremely good read – quite
an achievement, especially at the moment. Other February
highlights for me were Shropshire Truffles, the Town Brook
and Household Hints & Tips. Sincere thanks to everyone
involved in the production of our excellent magazine.
Judith Stone
Chromebook Appeal for local students
hurches Together in the Strettons would like to
express their heartfelt thanks to all those who
responded so quickly in the last week of January to
the appeal launched to help local schoolchildren get access
to online teaching during the lockdown. As a result of the
appeal, over £6000 was raised in just over a week to provide
loan machines. It now means that all children in our
community will be able to access lessons during this period.
David Andrew

C

Very many thanks for all your kind comments about
Focus!

Ed.

Quiz: 10 Insects
(from your garden?)
by Graham Wenman
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Pungent taste returns
Disturbance at S. Korea’s capital
Internal malady birds suffer?
What can you make of a dry flagon?
Time flies
Correct mark
Part of “rocker’s” outfit?
Shakespeare’s most mysterious fairy?
I play it at the Upper House
I’m a bit of a lad myself!
Answers on page 36

Mayfair Lottery Results
for January
Strawberry Cream Tea: Jane Potts with Alpacas
Thank you. Together we will beat cancer.

Susan Toghill,
Chairman Church Stretton Local Fundraising Committee
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certiﬁed Fitness Instructor

Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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Mayfair News
the lockdown in March. I found the design for the face
covering online and made some samples. We then asked the
Crafty Ladies and another group, the Merrymakers, if they
could help make some and that is how we got started.”
Keen sewer Lynne has been a member of the Crafty Ladies
for the past five years. “Some people knit baby clothes; I like
patchwork and make bags and bits and pieces. I have always

R

un by the community, for the community, Mayfair
offers services and activities that support, engage and
entertain. It promotes health and wellbeing,
provides day opportunities, facilitates friendships and helps
people with support needs to maintain their independence.
As we prepare to re-open our doors and kick off the
next phase of our work, we invite you to join us for an
evening of upbeat talks and cheerful discussion. We want to
make sure the Mayfair Centre has the funding and ideas to
survive and thrive for years to come, so if you have energy
and inspiration to throw at an exciting new project, we’d
love to see you there.
This event will be held online on Thursday 18th March
at 7.30pm. To register to attend, please email
fundraising@mayfaircentre.org.uk
Masks for Mayfair
Anyone passing through the Mayfair Centre’s doors in
the past year will have spotted the colourful cotton face
masks for sale in reception. This rainbow array represents
the hard work of Mayfair supporter Lynne Foss, who has
co-ordinated a mass sewing effort. Altogether, Lynne and
the team produced more than 600 masks, raising over
£3,300 to support Mayfair through this difficult year.
“The original idea of making them came from [Mayfair
Trustee] Meg Bacon. I am one of a small group of ladies
(the Crafty Ladies) who met twice a month at Mayfair to
plan and make various things to sell in Mayfair’s shop until
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enjoyed sewing and have collected a lot of cotton materials
over the years.” Lynne and the team have been making good
use of her stock of supplies and fabric donations made to
Mayfair, but when it came to making more ‘manly’ masks,
Lynne found she needed to go shopping. “I didn’t have a
lot of more ‘male’ materials, so I did do a bit of scouting for
that while the shops were open.”
When
asked how
she’s managed
to keep on
making
the masks,
as other
volunteers
have come
and gone
from the
project, Lynne
responds
“I found
if I wasn’t
gardening, if
it was raining,
I could do
some sewing
and it was
useful. That
was my way
of looking at
it.” The masks
are certainly
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useful, and they’ve proved popular, too. “I’ve had people
I’ve sold one each to, and then I’ve had them ring up and
say, ‘Can we have some more?’ which is always a good
sign. So, yes, I’ve been pleased and I’m happy to keep
making them. It’s nice to feel that it has raised a decent
amount of money for Mayfair.”
And what next? Well actually Lynne’s already
working on new projects and looking forward to being
able to meet again with the rest of the Crafty Ladies.
“Last time we met as a group was the beginning of
March last year. I’m making things: I’ve been making
some bags and things that will sell at Mayfair eventually
when the shop is open again.”
A shot in the arm for Church Stretton
Over the past month, we have been very pleased to be
able to play a role in the vaccination rollout for south
Shropshire. Co-ordinated by our friends at Church
Stretton Medical Practice, together with other local
practices and Shropshire Council, the Church Stretton
Covid Vaccination Hub swept into action at the end of
January, with vaccines being administered in our Health
and Wellbeing Centre.
Patients from across south-west Shropshire were invited to
attend and people in the Strettons area were able to call on

directing traffic, taking names and escorting people through
to their appointments.

Arriving for Vaccination
Remember, Ring & Ride are available if you need
transport to get your vaccination. Please contact the service
on 01694 720025 or email ring.ride@mayfaircentre.org.uk
Mayfair Survey – highlights
It’s been a while since the last customer satisfaction survey
went out, but we’re pleased to report the many positives it
highlighted, and many ideas it generated. Of the 140 people
polled, over 98% responded that they would recommend
Mayfair to others and over 94% rated our activities as ‘very
good’ to ‘excellent’. When asked what it was that they liked
about Mayfair, there were lots of positive comments, with an
emphasis on the friendliness, the inclusiveness and the sense
of community we offer. Over 90% of users said that their
wellbeing had improved as a result of using Mayfair services
and over 78% said they had made new friends at Mayfair.
A word from CoCo
Mayfair offers a befriending service on a one-to-one basis
to help anyone in the community who feels they might
benefit from it. In normal times our volunteers visit clients
in their own home, but during the pandemic we offer a
telephone befriending service. A regular telephone call from
a volunteer can offer support and also be very enjoyable.
Our volunteers get just as much from the relationship as
our clients and there are volunteers available at the time of
writing. If anybody would like somebody to talk to, please
do get in touch with Mayfair and we will get back to you.

A Shot in the Arm
the services of the Ring & Ride team to deliver them to the
door. Some familiar faces greeted patients on arrival with
many of the Mayfair volunteers stepping up to help, by

Henrietta and her friends say ‘Thank you’
Oink, oink and many thanks to all who, despite the
unhelpful weather, appreciated Henrietta and friends
adorned in their festive finery and donated to the Mayfair
Appeal. So far, a truly impressive £680.34 has been raised.
Meg Bacon
Mayfair News submitted by Holly Beaumont
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Covid Vigilance
ow that the most vulnerable groups have been
vaccinated, it would be all too easy to relax and pay
little heed to maintaining social distance. Given
the continuing risks, that would be a serious mistake. It is
still vital that we continue sanitising hands and donning
face masks before entering shops and keeping social
distance within shops. It is particularly important, in the
crowded area of the Square, for customers at the Thursday
Market to wear face masks and keep their distance from
each other. Fortunately, the numbers of visitors to the
town from further afield have reduced considerably since
the beginning of this second lockdown but there are still
unfortunate examples of such individuals failing to adhere
to the restrictions and residents are advised to steer well
clear of them.

N

Young Hero’s Award Scheme
Church Stretton Rotary Club have launched a ‘Young
Hero’s Award Scheme’. This Award is to reward and
acknowledge a young member of our local community
who has made a significant contribution to our community
by a single act of selflessness, bravery or sustained effort
over the last 18 months. Particularly at this difficult time,
it is important that we recognise the contribution of our
younger residents, so it is hoped that there will be many
nominations for this Award.
Recreation Ground Improvement
The Recreation Ground off Sandford Avenue was
established as a charity over a hundred years ago to
meet ‘the social welfare needs’ of the community, with
the local council acting as the trustee responsible for its
management. Over the years, the cost of maintenance
has risen but the number of people using the Recreation
Ground has diminished. As a consequence, only a small
element of the cost is now provided by those using the
facilities, the remainder being met by local council tax
payers. The Town Council now wishes to up-grade the
Recreation Ground so it better meets the original purpose
of the charity and the cost is shared more equitably. A
Councillor Task Group has been collecting proposals for
improvement. These are being set out in an on-line survey
to which the Council hopes as many residents as possible
will respond, so that the upgrading satisfies as many
constituents as possible.

12
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National Census – Sunday 21st March
This exercise is undertaken every ten years to provide the
essential data needed for the planning of future services. For
the first time, the aim is for as many residents as possible to
complete their census form online. Clear guidance will be
provided, with reminders on how to access the census papers
online. From early March, households will receive letters
with online codes allowing them to complete the census
return. Wherever possible, it is hoped that relatives, friends
or volunteers will help those unfamiliar with the completion
of online forms. There will also be paper reminders to
everyone, giving them the option of requesting a paper
copy. It is estimated that it will take only 15 to 20 minutes
to complete the census form. This can be done in advance
of the census date but it must cover all of the individuals
expected to be in your household on Sunday 21st March.
Some allowance is made for late completion of the form but
failure to complete a census return is punishable by a fine.
Appointment of Town Clerk
It has taken a long time to complete all of the necessary
formalities to allow our Town Clerk, Danny Chetwood,
to take ill-health retirement, following his serious stroke
in October 2019. However, that process has now been
completed. The Council has thanked Danny for his
whole-hearted service, regretting the most unfortunate
circumstances that led to his forced retirement and wishing
him well for the future. The recruitment of his successor has
now been set in train.
Town Council Elections – Thursday 6th May
It is currently planned that the Town Council Elections will
still go ahead on Thursday 6th May to elect Councillors for
a four-year term of office. There are 13 Ward Councillors
on the Council, five serving Church Stretton South, four
serving Church Stretton North and two each serving Little
Stretton and All Stretton. Councillors are responsible for
deciding how public money is spent on local services and
activities and ensuring it is spent efficiently and effectively,
linking closely with other community organisations.
The Council operates on a non-party political basis.
Residents of all ages interested in helping the community
to recover from this pandemic are encouraged to consider
standing for election. If you would like an informal chat
about what is involved, please feel free to contact me (phone
722998) or any other Town Councillors you know.
Cllr. Bob Welch
Town Mayor
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A. S. MORRIS & SON
Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
PRIVATE CHAPEL
Tel: Church Stretton 722876
NIGHT AND DAY

Longmynd
Private Hire

Local Pick-ups
Long and Short journeys
Airport Transfers
Contract Work
Any Job Considered
PRE-BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Call: 01694 722472
Email: longmynd_limo@
btinternet.com
Established 20 years
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Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Built In/Freestanding
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677
14
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Over the Hill
Dead horse, dead horse.
Where, where?
Prolley Moor, Prolley Moor,
We’ll come, We’ll come.
There’s nought but bones.

I

After a long history of different owners, various mortgages
and being sold off by the London Bank in 1914 to get the
money owed in the mortgage on the property, we became
the proud owners in 2002.
Prolley Moor had been tamed but it was still easy,
when returning home late on a stormy night, to imagine
the witches gathered round. The sound of a horse neighing
faintly through the wind and rain immediately made one
think of Wild Edric, with his fairy wife and retainers,
galloping over the Moor to issue yet another warning of
wars to come.
As the crow flies our old house on Prolley Moor is
little over five miles from where we now live in the civilised
surroundings of Church Stretton. Perhaps people reading
this will now have a picture in their minds when I say, “We
have moved over the hill.”
Heather Williams

n the Domesday Book, Prolley Moor was Hule More, or
waste land, which it largely remained until the
19th century. Before Domesday it probably belonged to
Edric the Wild, a Saxon lord with large land holdings about
whom much folklore evolved. Some claimed he could be
seen sitting on the Stretton hills in the form of a fiery-eyed
black dog. It was a wild place, a valley between the village
of Wentnor and the west face of the Long Mynd. The above
old children’s chant was recited on seeing a carrion crow. It
had a reputation as a gathering place for witches.
The Moor basically remained waste land, used as
common land for grazing animals, until the 1850s when it
was enclosed, but by the late eighteenth century squatters
were building their cottages and enclosing small fields
for their animals around the edges. In
1806 John Andrews of Adstone Farm
remembered John Overton building a turf
cottage 60 years before, around 1744. This
would have been on the edge of the moor
near Adstone. He was a squatter and there
were many more like him. The owners of
the ‘waste’ did not normally object to the
squatters. They provided cheap labour in
homes, farms, quarries and mines. Early
on, fines could be paid via the Manorial
Courts to the landowners. As time went
on the landowners charged squatters rent
for the land they occupied. Land in both
Medlicott and Adstone was investigated
for the possibility of there being enough
wanted minerals present to make
mining viable. Some squatters did find
employment in the mines further afield.
One Prolley Moor celebrity was Sukey
Harley, born on the moor in 1783. Her
maiden name was Susan Overton, the
Over the Hill and Up the Track. No sign of a dead horse on Prolley Moor.
fifteenth child of sixteen. After being a
Photo by Heather Williams
‘wild and unruly child’ she ‘saw the light’
and founded an independent church in
Pulverbatch, where she is buried.
Between 1842 and 1857 Prolley Moor was drained and Sources
enclosed by act of Parliament. Rt. Hon. Edward James,
Palmer, Roy. The Folklore of Shropshire: The Upper Onny
Earl of Powis, as the Lord of the Manor of the Honour or
Valley;
Lordship of Purslow, was entitled to the soil of the land
Daniel, Margot. Unauthorised Building of Cottages and
in question. He was compensated by the award of several
Making of Enclosures in South West Shropshire (SWSHAS
pieces of land and all rights to any coal, metal ores or stone
Journal No.5);
lying under the land. The wild boggy moor was carved
Dormor, Ian. The Wentnor Landscape (SWSHAS Journal
into small regular fields with their accompanying enclosure
No.26);
roads, straight and wide enough for the driving of cattle and Williams, Heather. A Cottage on the Moor: A Documentary
sheep along them.
Trail (SWSHAS Journal No.30);
The Earl instructed his agent to sell off some of the
properties round the Moor, squatters’ cottages in the main,
Documents concerning the enclosure of Prolley Moor are
whose tenants paid rent. One of these was sold to the sitting held by Shropshire Archives.
tenant, a widow named Elizabeth Wilkes, for £45 in 1858.

Stretton Focus

56 March 2021.indd 12

March 2021

15

14/02/2021 15:17

R

Of Typewriters and Memories

ecently I found myself thinking of ‘qwerty’ and
indeed wrote a poem about this, it has always
seemed to me, eccentric layout of the English
language typewriter keyboard. Last summer I was given a
new computer by some dear friends who were concerned
that, the library being shut, I could not access the internet.
My old computer, whilst working well, simply could not
cope with the up-to-date anti-virus programmes. “Why,”
I thought staring at the new keyboard, “do we persist in
this strange layout of the letters? Why not alphabetical?”
The rationale for ‘qwerty’ I understood years ago on a
touch typing course (a necessary skill I hope all children are
now taught at school) was that the layout reflects the most
commonly used letters of the English language, and also
balances the hands whilst typing. There is a slight bias to the
left hand (most people being right-handed) which was to
allow the typist to organize papers to the right, and also to
bang the paper carriage back when a line end was reached,
which also automatically rolls the paper up. However, it
means that the most commonly used letter, which is ‘e’,
also falls on the weakest – fourth – finger. And what is the
layout too, I pondered, of a typewriter for Chinese, Indian,
Arabic and other scripts? A quick look on the internet on
my new computer found an article on the British Library
website about the Double Pigeon Chinese Typewriter by
Emma Harrison, Curator, Chinese Collections.* And my
wonderful new computer also translated this, my article,
into Chinese. I do not yet know if my printer will print it!
When I worked in London in the early 1970s, the
secretaries would take dictation in shorthand, about 50
or more letters in the morning, and then type them out
on their manual typewriters, pounding away, crashing the
carriage back, chatting as they did so, they were so expert.
One lady would finish by three o’clock and then refuse
point blank to do anything else, saying “I’ve done my day’s
work!” And she had!
I being a thrifty person – aka a hoarder – still have
about three manual typewriters: an Olivetti, my mother’s:
for she loved to write; an Olympia Office manual I bought
years ago to enable me to send articles off to magazines for I
too love to write; and another – of which more in a minute.
Many people come to live in Church Stretton when
they retire and my parents were two of those, arriving in
1983. But they had an earlier connection with the place.
They married in 1938 and lived in Hampstead in London,
but when the war came my father was conscripted into the

King’s Shropshire Light Infantry (KSLI) and came here on
exercises and for training. He told us how the troops would
do exercises on the Long Mynd, aiming to move across
country without being seen, but he said, “Country folk
always spotted us.” Marching through Church Stretton too,
he told how one of the men leapt out of the top window
of the King’s Arms or Buck’s Head public house, no doubt
after a romantic assignation, to join the parade! There were
exercises too on the parade ground at the KSLI Barracks at
Copthorne in Shrewsbury (now sold for housing, save for a
small Army Reserve Centre). Movingly we attended some
‘march pasts’ there and amazing cocktail parties, with my
father in his wheelchair after his stroke, in the 1990s, invited
by the Regiment who were very caring of him in old age, as
was the Burma Star Association (and many other people).
My mother visited too, early in the war, with my oldest
sister as a babe in arms. She lodged in Church Stretton, and
told how one day there was a terrible rumpus in the house.
The daughter had gone with a friend to gather whinberries
on the top of the Long Mynd, but the friend suddenly
was taken unwell, and it turned out she was having a baby
and had not told anyone she was expecting. It is to be
hoped mother and baby thrived and were loved. My father
and mother also did ‘wild swimming’ in the reservoir in
Cardingmill Valley and those happy memories in the midst of
wartime brought them back to Church Stretton later in life.
At the end of 2019 I attended an event at the Soldiers
of Shropshire Museum (formerly Shropshire Regimental
Museum) at the Castle at Shrewsbury. I had never been to the
Museum before and it is well worth a visit. I hope (if the family
agrees) to give my father’s medals to the Museum and the
picture of him looking very handsome in his officer’s uniform.
And the other typewriter? That is one which my father
picked up in the jungle in Burma when there during the war.
It had been abandoned – by whom he did not know. But he
brought it home and I have it all these years later. My father
thought it had belonged to a journalist who had vanished
in the conflict. We do not know. That too I will give to the
Museum.
The pen, typewriters and now computers help us to
preserve our memories.
Thelma Thompson
* www.bl.uk/history-of-writing/articles/the-double-pigeonchinese-typewriter
(accessed 31/1/21)

I

t’s a long haul. Even with the roll-out of vaccinations, a return to any sort of
normality seems a long way off. But we can imagine something better, and
that is what the Community-Led Plan hopes to achieve, giving voice to the
aspirations of the residents of the Strettons.
A good example is the recent Interim Report of the working group on
Culture and the Arts. Here you will find an acknowledgement of the damage
caused by Covid matched by a developing vision of what might be possible in the
future, as well as the first steps towards a strategy for bringing this about. This
Interim Report joins other reports (Transport, Environment, Town Centre) on
the website www.strettonsclp.org.uk. More reports are on the way.
Please take the time to look at what the working groups have produced.
When we can, eventually, meet in person, these reports will form the basis for the
discussions leading to the production of the final Plan. We travel hopefully.
David Howard, Chair, CLP Steering Group
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Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.

CAROLINE CRUMP

Registered with the H.P.C.

S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

PHYSIOTHERAPIST

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST

REFLEX THERAPIST

Private Consultations
and Home Visits

"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
R.E. & C.O. ALMAN MPS
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements
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Wet, Wet, Wet 2020 (continued)

y rainfall analysis for January to June 2020
appeared in August Focus and the chart below is
updated to include the rest of the year. And what
a damp squib of a year it turned out to be.

Boxing Day. Christmas walks were greeted by high winds
and a huge drop in the barometric pressure of 42mb over a
24-hour period.
Things can only get better… or perhaps not.

Smoked-glass skies reflected in a post-deluge quagmire on
the way to Wall-under-Heywood. Photo: Peter Steggles
The total for 2020 was 1189mm – some 47% above the
20-year average of 816mm (Acu-Weather.com).
After an enormously wet February and a very dry May
the rest of the year continued in a very soggy vein.

December’s total of 201mm (normal 20-year average
85mm) is worth a closer look.

The middle and end of the month produced 165mm,
that’s more than 5 inches, as a succession of depressions
swept across the country, culminating in Storm Bella on
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Field / Lake in Little Stretton, seeming perilously close to gardens
on Ludlow Road. An increasingly regular event. Photo: Ed.
The rumour from scientific circles is that the next
mutation of the Covid virus will have flippers on its protein
spikes…
David Maddocks

G

Scout Group News

roup Scout Leader Terry Davies reports a positive
and enthusiastic response to the group’s Zoom
programme, with all five sections taking part.
In particular the Cubs have welcomed the online games
available as a break from their schoolwork.
These vary from Musical Statues to Bingo to
Scavenger Hunts (although some parents protested about
having to clear up all the objects their offspring managed
to find!). Badgework is also included with cookery still
being popular, the Emergency Aid badge being tackled
and actual map reading on family walks.
Despite the restrictions of lockdown, four Cubs of
the Wednesday Pack have gained the Chief Scout’s Silver
Award, the highest badge attainable in a Cub Pack. They
are Edward Dunn, Will Brown, Noah Mason and Dan
Bill. All four have now moved up into the Scout Troop.
Nationally the Scout Association has had a positive
response to its fundraising efforts to support the Groups
in danger of closing because of the lockdown. £650,000
was raised by a RaceAroundTheWorld project (£350,000
aimed for) and a donor gave a further £1 million.
Fred Reeve
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SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP
JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE
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Would you have Survived the Pandemic if you Couldn’t Read?

F

or many of us the restrictions on our lives have
provided the perfect opportunity to catch up on a
novel we’ve been meaning to read, or take up baking,
learn a new skill, or even become a teacher for our children.
In fact, one way or another we’ve all probably spent a lot
more time reading.
But it’s not been this way for everyone. Many adults
missed out on the opportunity to learn to read at school
during the short period of time when the basic foundations
of this skill are learned. In fact, research shows that over 7%
of adults didn’t learn to read at school and most of them
have never caught up.
It may be one thing not to be able to enjoy the pleasure
of reading a new title by a favourite author but stop for
a minute and think how different things would be if
you couldn’t read forms, shop online, apply for grants
or benefits, follow medicine instructions, help children
with home schooling, or follow the ever-changing Covid
guidelines. Many people who struggle with reading usually
rely on the help of others on a daily basis but with the recent
increased levels of social isolation a lack of support has left
many people coping alone.

Help is at hand! Read Easy Shropshire Hills is a local
charity which provides free one-to-one coaching for people
in South Shropshire and the Welsh Borders who struggle
with reading. We match up each new reader with a trained
reading coach and they work at their own pace without
pressure through our reading programme. In normal
circumstances coaching takes place at a quiet location but
early in the pandemic we introduced coaching online, or by
phone and many of our readers can carry on learning even
when they can’t see their coach in person.
We can now also sign up anyone who wants to start
our programme by phone or online so there’s no need for
them to leave their own home. So, if it’s not possible, or
convenient, for new readers and their coaches to meet face
to face we can get everything going remotely.
It’s never too late to learn. If you know someone where
you live who you think would benefit from our service,
please get in touch to find out more. For a confidential
conversation, call Amana on 07707 762653 or email
amana@readeasy.org.uk.
Steve Gibbon
Read Easy Shropshire Hills

Read Easy

W

e take it for granted that every child learns to
read and write at school, don’t we? But we’d be
mistaken. Thousands of adults in the UK have
missed out on the opportunity to learn to read. Reasons
are complicated, of course. Children might miss crucial
education milestones because of illness, or because of
educational challenges such as dyslexia, autism and many
more.
Research statistics vary in a range of somewhere between
6.5% and 8% of adults in the UK who are not functionally
literate. That’s between 3.4 and 4.2 million people (based on
an adult population of approximately 52.4 million in 2018)
who can’t read at all or can’t read forms or letters, follow
medicine instructions, or read a new recipe confidently.
Imagine how stressful – and sometimes dangerous – life can
be in this situation.
The majority of people with reading difficulties
have been born and raised here, so this isn’t a result of
immigration and nor is it just an issue faced solely by
elderly people, who might not have had the benefits of
improvements in education methods over the past 40 years
or so. England is the only country in the developed world
where literacy attainments are lower among the younger
generation than among people approaching retirement. In
a 2013 survey, the OECD (the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development), an international
organisation that works to build better policies for better
lives ranked the literacy levels of England’s 16-24 year-olds
as 22nd out of 24 developed countries.*
Ginny Williams-Ellis founded the first Read Easy group
in 2010, in response to the need to help adults to learn to
read. Inspired by the prison charity, Shannon Trust, and its
peer mentoring reading programme, the Read Easy pilot
project trained volunteers to provide free, confidential, one-
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to-one reading tuition for adults with the greatest reading
difficulties.
Read Easy’s free service is run by volunteers and is
supported by the owners of local shops, cafés and businesses
who are happy to provide a safe space for coaching sessions.
Read Easy matches each new reader with a trained reading
coach and they work together, in a quiet location, or
remotely online or by telephone, at a time to suit them
both.
William John (Billy) Postlethwaite is an English actor
living in Shropshire. For those of you who think “who’s
he?”, Billy is the son of the actor the late Pete Postlethwaite
and has appeared in television series such as Midsomer
Murders and Holby City, and he played the character Theo
in the TV serial Game of Thrones. Billy is an ambassador
for Read Easy. He says, “Reading has always been a
challenge for me as I am heavily dyslexic, and it took a few
years before tests came to that diagnosis. It was actually a big
relief to know what I had and it’s helped me to understand
myself. Reading is integral to my job as an actor. That said,
reading is integral to modern life in general. This is why
Read Easy is so brilliant and important.”
Steve Gibbon says, “I and two other pioneers started
to talk about setting up a branch of Read Easy in South
Shropshire and the Welsh Borders in 2018 and our group
went live on the 15th January 2019.”
Read Easy Shropshire Hills helps local people who
want to learn to read, or who want to improve their skills.
It covers the area of Bishop’s Castle, Craven Arms, Church
Stretton, Clun, Knighton and Ludlow. The group celebrated
a successful first year, with 10 learners and 16 trained
reading coaches. Now planning for future growth, the
group is looking for volunteer reading coaches as its service
continues to grow even in these challenging times.
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Shelley began learning to read 18 months ago and is
the first reader of the Shropshire Hills branch to complete
Read Easy’s programme. She worked closely with Val, her
volunteer coach, meeting up for half an hour twice a week.
Shelley progressed so well before lockdown that she was able
to carry on working remotely by phone to complete the
course, such was her determination to learn to read.

Above and below: Shelley receives her certificate

Diane, Cath’s coach, says, “I had a few doubts about the
programme at first, because it’s very prescriptive. However,
my reader, Cath, is about halfway through the course,
which I’ve followed to the letter and I now realise it’s a
good method. Cath is very keen and works hard between
lessons. The scheme is easy to use. The reading books are
well linked to the course, and word games are useful. The
system of two half-hour sessions per week is excellent. Cath
was initially disappointed with this, but soon realised
that one to one lessons are hard work. She also works
at home, helped by an adult daughter, which makes a
big difference.”
Manda Scott writes award winning historical
fiction, thrillers and crime fiction from her Shropshire
home. She is a winner of the McIllvanny Prize
for crime fiction, her first novel, Hen’s Teeth was
shortlisted for the 1997 Orange Prize and her fourth,
No Good Deed was nominated for the 2003 Edgar
Award.
She says, “As a writer and novelist, I use our
written language to develop characters, weave plots
and story lines, convey drama, mystery and emotion,
but for many people the written word is not a place to
escape to but a baffling place, which is best avoided.
Reading is a skill for life. Everybody deserves a chance
to experience the rewards that come through reading.”
If you’d like to know more about this thoughtprovoking initiative and, perhaps, feel motivated to
support and encourage someone struggling with poor
literacy levels, then check out the website at https://
readeasy.org.uk/groups/shropshire-hills/ or telephone
Amanda Winchester on 07707 762653.
*Taken from an article written by Ginny Williams-Ellis,
published in The Bookseller magazine 3 March 2020
Christine Williams

Longmynd Hike 2021

A
Cath says, “Learning to read with Read Easy has been
amazing! I’ve tried so many ways to learn to read in the past
but it has always been too difficult. Now I have a fantastic
teacher and these lessons have made a huge difference in my
life. Learning to read has given me more confidence to
read different things that I simply couldn’t do before. Each
Christmas we get a card from my husband’s cousin, with
a note inside. This year I read the message automatically
without even thinking about it – my family were so
impressed!”

Stretton Focus

56 March 2021.indd 16

March 2021

t the Annual General Meeting of the
Longmynd Hike recently, it
was decided that the event will be
scheduled to take place this year over the
weekend of 2nd and 3rd October. This will
be dependent on Government guidelines.
Last year’s event had to be cancelled because
of the Pandemic. Hopefully, following the
vaccination programme, everything will be
back to some form of normality. However,
should there be any doubt, then we shall be
guided by Government advice and take the
appropriate course of action.
At present the words ‘watch this space’
sum it up! We shall be keeping everyone
informed as time goes by.
Brian Alston,
Secretary Longmynd Hike
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Into the Spring

Terry Moore and a sparrowhawk find themselves in a stand-off
for possession of lunch

Barbara Hall’s photo, Two in a Landscape, is a triumphant
marrying of chance and perspective, and achieves an assembly
of beautifully ironic connotations relating to life in lockdown

Peter Steggles: March marches to Cardington in a yellow parade

Lightspout tumbles in silver tresses while the rocks wait for the
end of time. Photo: Owen Watts
Another of Owen’s photos is overleaf...
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Integral
Gardens
●
●
●
●
●

Borders maintenance
Garden maintenance
Garden restoration
Lawn maintenance
Garden design and soft
landscaping
● Flowering plants pruning
● Wooden structures
Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES

All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning,
hedgecutting, trees, patios,
Pest control, wasps,
moles, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 658060
or 01584 861884
Mob: 07742 945768
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WILLOWBATCH
CARDING MILL VALLEY
A ground ﬂoor, centrally
heated one bedroom self
catering apartment, set in
the beautiful surroundings
of Carding Mill Valley
100 yards past the
National Trust Pavilion.
Please contact Don Rogers
for rates and availability
on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk

Ben Carter

Landscaping, Grounds,
Property Maintenance
Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying
garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs
shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work
Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802
for further information
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any family members to join them. This means that mothers
and fathers in the UK are unable to bring their children
aged 18 or over to join them; refugee children in the UK
are forced to live apart from their parents; and refugees are
unable to bring elderly relatives to live with them in safety.
For more details of how you can help, contact Barbara
Parnell 01694 720040 or email csamnesty@outlook.com
The rules keeping refugee families apart are unfair. We
need your support and action to change them.
Amnesty Festival of Social Justice
April/May 2021 – across central England with quizzes,
talks, poetry, music and walking.
All accessible online. Details to follow.
Liz Knowles

Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

Gardening in March
Owen Watts finds himself above the mists. Here’s wishing we can
all rise out of them together this spring

Amnesty International
Reunite refugee families
hurch Stretton Amnesty Group is
currently campaigning for a change to
UK laws to allow refugee families to be
reunited.
Imagine fleeing war, but having to leave your mum,
dad, brother or sister behind. Eventually you reach safety
in the UK and are allowed to stay here. But your family
is still in danger. You worry about them constantly – the
uncertainty and stress mean you’re unable to rebuild your
life.
Right now, this is the reality for many refugees, and this
is Sayid’s story.
Sayid escaped from Syria and was resettled in the UK
with his wife and children. But he is struggling to focus on
his new life because of his anxiety about Nizar, his younger
brother, who is just 17 and who is still stuck in Syria. His
concern is entirely understandable: both the Syrian army
and ISIS, also known as Daesh, threatened Nizar when he
refused to join them and he narrowly escaped a kidnapping
attempt. Sayid continues to worry about him, and what he
really wants is to bring him to the UK to live with him in
safety. The UK rules do not allow Sayid to be joined by his
brother, as refugees are not able to sponsor siblings to join
them here.
Refugees are being denied the right to be with the
people they love by needlessly strict UK laws. This must
change. You can help refugees reunite with their families
and put their lives back together.
Currently adult refugees can sponsor only their very
closest relatives to join them – their partners and children
under 18. Refugee children do not have the right to sponsor

C
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S

omeone suggested the gardening club should do
a monthly update on tasks during lockdown and
I demurred on the grounds that there are endless
excellent publications and TV programmes available doing
just that, and far better than I could do, but I hope that
everyone is looking forward to a new growing season now
that we’ve had plenty of time to spend weeding, tidying,
pruning and generally sprucing up our plots and getting
thoroughly bored with being stuck indoors. There are seeds
and garden requisites to be had locally, so do encourage our
local shops by making use of them.
For the record, March jobs could include pruning roses
and late-flowering clematis, buddleia and fruit trees (except
cherries and plums), cutting back Cornus and willows,
lifting and dividing perennials, sowing sweet peas and
vegetable seeds, planting early potatoes, starting off begonia
tubers, cleaning up ponds, deadheading daffodils and
planting summer bulbs, to name but a few. And do think
about creating a wildflower patch somewhere in your garden
to benefit pollinating insects.
Happy gardening!!
Sue Forster

A

s I write at the end of January, my garden looks
rather bleak and uninviting. However, I know that
the snow is covering snowdrops, crocus
and aconites all in bloom, which was a very
welcoming sight when I walked around on a
sunny day last week.
Hopefully, by the time you read this, we
will have many more signs of spring
and we will all be full of energy and
eager to get out and start work. I’m
really looking forward to seeing all
the bulbs in bloom.
Unfortunately, I cannot give you
any idea when we shall all be able to meet
again, but in the meantime enjoy your
garden and keep safe.
Evelyn Dapling
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JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry
Carpentry • Bathrooms
Interior Tiling • Kitchens
General Repairs and Maintenance
for Home and Garden
For a free Fixed Price Quotation,
call

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF

l
ca
Lo
e
h
s
ll t ert
Ca Exp

Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Local
Extensions, Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk
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Friends of Church
Stretton Library
Spring Poetry Event

O

n Saturday 27th March, from 7.30pm to 9pm
(note change of time), Friends of Church Stretton
Library will host a Zoom reading of poems by you,
their authors, and by other notable poets on two themes –
Light and Thank you – to be interpreted as freely as you
like. Poems read at this event must be either in the public
domain or shared by the copyright holder’s permission.
If you have a poem or poems, or extracts therefrom, to
share – each contributor will read for between five and seven
minutes, including introductions to poems – on one or
both of these two themes, please contact me by Sunday 21st
March 2021 at the latest, via: clarkjoanna62@gmail.com
Audience-only participants may sign up to the event up
until Wednesday 24th March.
Contact by email only, please, as invitations to join the
reading will be sent to your email address.
We are very sorry that the reading must be a virtual one
rather than ‘in the flesh’, especially since we are aware that
not everyone has internet access at home. We hope that
those without their own may be able to share internet access
to Zoom via a friend or family with whom they are in a safe
‘bubble’. Participants will need access to a device which has
a reasonable audio system – both microphone and speaker/
earphones – to optimise the experience for all.
On the plus side, you will be able to toast each other’s
readings from the Saturday evening comfort of your own or
a friend’s armchair.
We look forward to hearing from you and to sharing the
poems.
Joanna Clark and Ben Warren,
for Friends of Church Stretton Library

Trivia Corner No. 208
by Ken Willis

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

From which Mediterranean island did
Napoleon escape in 1815?
Which was the last battle fought on British soil?
In which country was the Battle of the Boyne
fought?
Soldiers of which Scottish clan carried out the
massacre of Glencoe?
Where in the world is the shekel the unit of
currency?
Answers on page 36
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A Quaker Voice

W

e are approaching the vernal
equinox. Many regard this as the
beginning of spring and it often
feels like a time of optimism. It is called the equinox because
on 20th March day and night are equal in length. Day
and night may be equal in length, but clearly they are not
identical in all respects.
Quakers put a high value on equality. It is one of our
core testimonies. In the early days (17th-18th century)
Quakers often ran into trouble because they refused to offer
the exaggerated courtesies that were expected by the wealthy
or those in authority. One example of this was the refusal
to remove one’s hat in the presence of authority. Thomas
Ellwood was thrashed by his father for not removing his
hat, and William Penn was fined 40 marks. It was 140 years
later, in 1832, that Joseph Pease, the first Quaker MP, was
allowed to sit in Parliament without removing his hat.
Equal in value, but not identical
Every parent is familiar with the concept. Our children are
all different, but our love for them is just the same.
Equal in value, but not identical
I recently read about what must have been one of the
shortest ever job interviews. The applicant was rude to
the receptionist when he arrived. Then he walked into the
interview room and found that the woman he had taken for
a receptionist was in fact a senior manager on the interview
panel. She explained that every single person in the team is
valuable and worthy of respect. They felt that he would not
fit in with their culture. The interview was over.
Ancient mythology is peppered with stories of a goddess
who appears in the likeness of an old woman and is helped
by a hero who then of course is rewarded for his kindness.
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said something very
similar: “Whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
The message is simple: we are not identical, of course
not, but we are all, every man, woman and child, valuable
and worthy of respect, care and kindness.
Robbie Burns says it so well in his poem A Man’s a Man
for a’ that. It doesn’t matter if a man eats plain food, wears
cheap clothes and is poor; if he is honest he is as good as a
king.
What though on hamely fare we dine,
Wear hoddin grey, an’ a that;
Gie fools their silks, and knaves their wine;
A Man’s a Man for a’ that:
For a’ that, and a’ that,
Their tinsel show, an’ a’ that;
The honest man, tho’ e’er sae poor,
Is king o’ men for a’ that.
So night is different from day and we are different from
one another. But difference and diversity are things we
celebrate and everyone is equally valuable and worthy of
respect.
Charles West
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Fitted Kitchens. Renovations. Home Extensions.
Roofing. Purpose-made Joinery.

PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com

PAUL FORRESTER

Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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Church Stretton Sc

Humans are Awful

H

umans are awful. I mean
really horrible. In fact,
humans are the most twisted,
backwards, screwed- up species
on the planet and yet, strictly
speaking, we are the smartest.
But instead of using our
intelligence wisely, to solve
issues, all we do is make issues
even worse! Well okay, that’s a
very extreme way of viewing
humanity, but if you think
about it – it’s true! Every time
we try to solve a problem (that in most cases doesn’t really
need solving) we just end up creating a new, vastly worse
one that no one seems to be bothered about! Take plastic for
example: When it first came out, everyone thought it was
ace! It was durable, cheap and wonderfully versatile; it could
be used for so many things… or perhaps, overused. Yeah,

humans went a little too crazy with this plastic thing so that,
when we found out it was not biodegradable, there was just
too much of it to completely get rid of it from our lives.
It’s safe to say, we haven’t really been the nicest to our
planet, and it really bothers me that we’re only just facing
the consequences. After all, we brought this climate change
thing on ourselves – we’ve known about it for years and we’re
only just taking steps to mitigate and adapt to it! We, as a
species, are only just realising the extent of the situation, and
how urgent the matter is. This is a global issue that will affect
everyone if we don’t do anything before it’s too late and yet
there are still people refusing to do anything. This has to stop!
Do you know the reason for this? It’s all down to
people’s attitudes. Ignorant, lazy people with their ignorant,
lazy attitudes. There are too many people on this Earth with
this “It’s only me” attitude. They think, what difference will
one person make? So what if I don’t put this crisp packet in
the bin, after all, it’s only me! Well, be assured that you are
not the only person! There are millions upon millions of you

My Experiences in South Korea

A

s a young girl I have
always wanted to travel
and it is still my dream to
travel today. Something that
evoked this desire was having
the opportunity to not only
travel, but live in a country
5,600 miles away. My move
to South Korea has certainly
been an eye-opening experience
and something I would love to
share.
Arriving in South Korea was
quite a shock. Living in Shropshire had me used to miles
and miles of green fields, tall hills, with sheep and cows
always close in sight. Well, the only time I ever was able to

meet or even see a cow in Korea was either on the shelf at
the butchers or a trip to the zoo. Astonishing, I know. As if
that wasn’t alarming enough, to get to the nearest ‘hill’ worth
climbing, I had to travel a good hour and a half on the bus
that only came twice a day and, even then, it was not half as
impressive as Church Stretton’s Carding Mill Valley.
Another shock that came to me were the buildings.
Instead of being greeted with the traditional Asian houses
like the ones in the Disney movie Mulan, I was greeted with
tall skyscrapers in clusters, dotted closely to one another all
throughout the city. Little did I know, I would be moving
from a cosy cottage near the village of Clun to the fifth floor
of a towering apartment 30 floors high. I was just thankful
we weren’t up too high.
One thing I learnt about the people in Korea was how
much respect they had for their elders. It was a rare sight

Opening a Door to the World

T

hroughout my life, I
have had the fortune to
spend several holidays abroad,
mainly in France, Germany
and surrounding countries. I
think it is on these holidays I
first developed an interest in
languages. I wanted to know
what the signs around me said, be
able to order food at a restaurant
and understand what the people
around me were saying. I learnt
the odd few words here and
there, mostly greetings, but it wasn’t until French lessons in
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secondary school that I really started to learn. They were among
my favourite lessons on my timetable and thanks to them I
now know how to form different tenses and conjugate verbs in
French.
Whilst there is still a lot of vocabulary I do not know, I am
hopeful that in the future I can become fluent.
Recently, the number of people learning a foreign language
seems to be decreasing and there is a reliance on people from
other countries knowing English in order to communicate with
them. At GCSE, the number of people taking a language is
declining, whereas in many other countries, English is taught
in schools from a young age. This is in stark contrast to the
UK, where until 2014, children didn’t have to learn a foreign
language until secondary school.
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on School Journalists
with this very same attitude who are not willing to make
a tiny change to their lives, to make a far bigger, positive
impact for the rest of the world.
People all the time say to me, “Why do you bother?
What difference is one person going to make?” Well actually,
they’re right. What difference is only one person going to
make? If it is just me then I might as well just quit. But it’s
not just me, there are millions of others like me who are
equally concerned about their planet. Sadly, millions aren’t
quite enough; that’s still only a fraction of the enormous
population of the world, and we cannot do this on our own.
Let’s face it, in reality it isn’t really too hard to change your
ways for the better; you’re just using your brain a little bit
more to put rubbish in a different bin. Unfortunately, there
are many people, too many people, who are not willing
to make the tiniest change to their lifestyle for the greater
good. I can assure you that if all these naïve people turned
around and decided that they wanted to make a change and
do something good, then that would make a huge, positive

impact on this crisis. Mitigating climate change is a team
effort: we need to work together to solve this. We all share
one planet, and it’s our job to protect it.
But fear not, dear reader, there is hope for humanity.
More and more people are awakening to this pressing issue
every day. The dying lungs of the USA’s climate can breathe
again now that President Biden has re-joined the Paris
Climate agreement. Incredibly high profile celebrities such
as Leonardo DiCaprio or Pharrell Williams are expressing
incredible concern for the state of the planet. YouTubers
are running huge scale campaigns to plant trees and reduce
the terrible effects of deforestation. Even the Royal Family
have expressed great concern at the state of the climate.
As long as we all unite to make a difference, we will get
through this, not just as a planet, as a species, as humans!
Please, we beg you, for the sake of the Earth, your children
and grandchildren, animals and plant life, step up and take
action, now!
Caleb Richards

to see any elder standing up on a bus or train or anywhere
in fact, as the moment they entered it was expected of you
to offer up your seat for them and rightly so. Furthermore,
greetings are shown through a bow and etiquette called
you to bow to and greet everyone you met. At first, I
must admit I found it strange and awkward as bowing
my head was only an action I had thought of in front of
the Queen, but I quickly learned that by not greeting and
acknowledging those older than me, I could easily offend,
as bowing was a given sign of respect.
Now although Koreans are generally very friendly
and respectful to people around them, I learnt it can be
quite a different story when it comes to work and school.
The competitiveness of the students around me had been
nothing I had ever encountered before. Parents would
pressure their children to always be at the top with the

best grades. This meant many of my friends were sent to
private academies straight after school and stayed there until
midnight. My fellow students would fall asleep in class from
the exhaustion of studying all night and society expecting
them to be the definition of perfect. However, despite all the
pressure put on these students they always managed to find
joy in the little things and I can honestly say I have been
able to meet some of the best people. The determination of
these students has really stuck with me and has inspired me
to be as determined as they are towards the goals I want to
achieve, although I am still quite lacking in comparison.
The things I have learnt from my experience in Korea
have definitely shaped the person I am today. I am forever
grateful for the opportunity and can only hope that one day
I will be able to visit again.
Katie Howard

There are possibly several reasons why language learning
isn’t as popular, but I think many people believe that knowing
another language is only useful for a few limited jobs, when
this isn’t the case. Knowing another language opens doors for
you to work in a different country and many employers are
looking for people who can speak another language. This is
especially for the purpose of communicating with customers in
their native tongue. There are also benefits to knowing a second
language, such as improved memory and listening skills. Some
studies also suggest a correlation to being bilingual and lower
rates of Alzheimer’s.
In lockdown, as people were struggling with how to spend
their time, many turned to learning a foreign language, that
perhaps they have always wanted to do but have never had the

time. A lot of this was done through apps such as Duolingo,
which saw a surge in users when the first lockdown was
announced by the government in March. Myself, I have also
tried to better my French by watching French series and films
on Netflix with the subtitles on. Hopefully people who started
learning a new language continue to do so, to experience the
benefits and be able to communicate with a wider range of
people. Personally, I would like to learn more languages, or at
the very least greetings in several languages. I hope more people
also start to learn languages and more attempts are made to
help prevent others from dying out completely. As a final
thought, I would like to leave you with this Nelson Mandela
quote: “If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that
goes to his head. If you talk to him in his own language, that
goes to his heart.”
Grace Wood
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Cryptic Crossword by Stan Yelds
The topmost grid row gives this month’s theme.
All seven of the thematic entities in the Strettons are
featured: elements of the specific names of four, and
generic names of the remaining three. Some of the clues
for theme-related words do not include definitions.
Across
9. Love times with old stock maker (3)
10. Born as someone else (3)
11. Where to find fish – in water adjoining estuary
in Spain (7)
12. Most are unexpectedly expert (7)
13. Many don’t know what to say standing in front
of quiet youth (7)
14. A delta after river ran at speed (5)
15. Big murals plastered here (9)
19. Honoured former journalist holds key (7)
21. Maybe claim he fought with a dragon (7)
23. Scuttle in, satisfied with first (9)
25. Bid on leaving top grade university clutching pass (5)
26. They’re friends – but not steady (7)
29. He gives no thanks for possible location of fire (7)
30. Naughty one – that’s tasty in the mouth (7)
31. It’s 50-50 after a full complement (3)
32. And more – even bits of lettuce (3)
Down
1. Trade several of these, we hear (8)
2. Seaside town church with floating mass in amphibious
vehicle (10)
3. Merged into one – Sheffield and Rotherham for
example (6)
4. For me, embarrassed about getting corrected (8)
5. Irregular state holding America back (6)
6. Murmur and quietly sulk when you get it! (4)
7. Gaelic poetry is a non-starter (4)
8. Convert isn’t as holy ones are (6)

17.
18.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
27.
28.

3 + 4 + 3/4 top row abbreviated (1,1,1)
Was drawn to target diva manically (10)
Stewpot regularly holds more than one (3)
This endless sitting in my cold attic lately starts to get
unreal (8)
Up in the air – cerulean (8)
King deserts nobleman underground in France (6)
At home last month following second injury (6)
Clot is entertained by half-answer (6)
Mary intoxicated host (4)
Cash return – regret nothing! (4)

February’s Solution
All Stretton Village Society

A

ll Stretton Village Society (ASVS) would like to
thank everyone who entered our Lockdown
Christmas quiz. The quiz was put together by
committee members Steve Butler and Lesley McIntyre. The
top spot was tightly contested but well done to Liz and Jack
Cinnamon, who won by a single point.
Christmas was challenging for many this year but again
the residents of All Stretton demonstrated their community
spirit and extra Christmas lights, carols on the doorstep
and a nativity scene made entirely of recycled items helped
make village life special for residents over the festive period.
Undoubtedly 2021 will bring new obstacles to overcome
but if any resident feels in need of extra support please don’t
hesitate to contact a member of ASVS and we will do our
best to help.
Caroline Crump, Chair ASVS
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SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554

Paul Tinsley Builder
No job too big, fast response, highest standards
Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.
01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999

A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
Stretton Focus
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Update on Planning for a 2021 Arts Festival
hen we wrote to you last October, we outlined
the obstacles that needed to be overcome in
order to hold a 2021 Festival. Even though it
may seem early in the year, the Festival Committee has had
to make important and difficult decisions concerning any
2021 Festival before substantial commitments are made and
significant costs incurred. It is also an appropriate time to
focus the efforts of our current organising teams.

W

Not the best of news
Taking into account the current and developing status of the
Pandemic, plus other important related factors, the Festival
Committee re-assessed the key uncertainties for holding any
2021 Festival. The outcome was:
• ‘Social distancing’ – whilst the double-dose vaccination
programme is underway, it is very difficult to envisage
just when Government Guidance will permit indoor
events with no social distancing requirements.
• Availability of our usual venues – a similar re-assessment
outcome was reached as for social distancing and there
are also other issues, directly and indirectly related to
the pandemic, that add to the uncertainty of availability.
• Sufficiency of organising manpower – despite some
success with recruitment of year-round volunteers, we
do not consider that we have sufficient human resources
for this year when there is an increased organisational
burden.
Better news
Last summer many Touring Theatre companies managed
to tour for a few months and enjoyed full (to the limits

“H

ave you ever been white-water rafting?”
I said I had, in Canada, when I was in my
forties.
“Have you?” I asked the blind man sitting next to me in
the passenger seat.
“Yes, I have… three years ago… when I was 79,” he
replied.
“In Wales?” I asked.
“No,” he replied casually, “down the Zambesi.”
Such was my introduction to the
indomitable George Jones who, as many
Focus readers will know, died in January
at the age of 94. Our conversation about
white-water rafting had occurred during
my very first run as a Good Neighbours
driver. We had many conversations after
that, most of which left me feeling totally inadequate.
George had served in the RAF during the war and, on
one occasion, I reminded him about the assistance that
SSAFA, the Armed Forces Charity, could provide the veteran
community. By the time we had finished our conversation,
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permitted) and enthusiastic outdoor audiences. There is no
doubt that ‘Outdoor Events’ can be hugely successful even
with some ‘social distancing’ requirements. Similarly, lowcost indoor events with small audiences appear feasible. The
Festival Committee does not foresee a sufficient change in
current circumstances soon enough for us to go ahead with
confidence with a ‘normal’ full Festival this year potentially
involving much wasted effort and irretrievable expenditure.
So it has been decided that the Festival organising teams will
focus all their efforts in 2021 to try to stage:
• Outside Events – two or three likely on Rectory Field in
Church Stretton
• Free Events – such Coffee Concerts and Organ Recitals
as can be arranged for indoors
Hopefully – better news to come
With planning for a revised programme already under
way, the Festival Committee is hopeful that at least the
Outside Events and Free Events can be held this year. We
hope to write again in the coming months to provide more
information, particularly about the Outside Events.
It is most unfortunate indeed that yet again in 2021 a
normal, full Arts Festival will not be held. However, there
is great hope that a scaled down 2021 Festival will prove
possible and that attending live Festival events, organised and
run by the community for the community, will be achieved.
Alan Stockbridge
On behalf of the Festival Trustees
Email address: info@strettonfestival.org.uk

George was asking what assistance he could offer SSAFA.
And we never did manage to make the parachute jump we
had half-seriously talked about.
Good Neighbours supports the weekly (but temporarily
closed) Thursday Lunch Club at Ley Gardens. At one such
gathering, George (who, along with Bill, Ted and Pete sat at
what became known as the ‘Bad Lads’ Table’) gently chided
me, telling me that I ought not to let such opportunities pass
me by at my age. In retrospect, of course, he was quite right.
Over the years, my fellow Good
Neighbours drivers and I have had many
such conversations with a myriad of
remarkable Strettonians.
To find out about the help that
Church Stretton Good Neighbours
can offer you, or about volunteering
opportunities with us, either call 01694 724242 or email
csgoodneighbours@gmail.com
Guy Sjögren
Church Stretton Good Neighbours
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Life in Little Stretton before and after the Black Death

I

n our history lessons we were told about the medieval
period in simple, broad brush terms. English society
was presented as being strictly hierarchical with the
king being dominant. He granted land holdings to barons
on condition they provided military resources and other
support. The barons in turn made grants of land to the
lesser nobility on the same terms and the church also
had extensive holdings. England was made up of manors
controlled by one or other of these elites. The majority of
the population were serfs (villeins) who were in effect the
property of the lord of the manor in which they lived, and
in return for working on the lord’s land they had access to
small plots to grow their food. They had very few rights,
had to pay taxes to the lord when they married and were not
allowed to leave the village without permission. The church
played a central role in systems of control.
However, society in the medieval period and the
systems by which it functioned were far more complex
than we were led to believe. Administrative systems varied
from one manor to another and how each area was farmed
reflected the differences in the topography of each region.
The classic three-field system incorporating crop rotation
was widespread in areas across the Midlands that were very
suitable for arable farming, but this was not the case in
other regions like those around Little Stretton that were less
suited to this form of agriculture. In many regions by the
end of the 1200s, many of the strictly imposed hierarchical
regulations had increasingly been modified as economic
forces came into play. Lords of manors more and more came
to realise that it was more convenient and productive to rent
out their land to villeins (serfs) in return for a cash payment,
instead of having to organise a resentful workforce who had
to work on their land for a set number of days each week.
By 1200 the majority of labourers (about 60%) in much of
England had become freemen.
Throughout the 1200s the population was growing,
causing increased competition for available tenancies.
Lords increased rents on holdings when new agreements
were made following the death of the previous leaseholder,
and their incomes increased dramatically. Concurrently
towns were expanding, providing a market for the manors’
produce, and this further benefited lords, but villeins could
also sell any surplus products. This made the 13th century
a time of increasing incomes for all but the landless lower
classes. Many villeins used their increased wealth to buy
the services of craftsmen and women to produce houses,
equipment and food such as bread and ale which enabled
other villeins to become specialist providers.
However, in the first half of the 14th century there was
a series of very bad harvests in 1315 to 1317, and famine
killed 500,000 people (about 8% of the population).
Prolonged economic stagnation occurred, demand for
food from towns fell and the creation of new towns all but
ceased. Outbreaks of plague regularly occurred and by 1340
much of the arable land in the Midlands lay uncultivated
and then, between 1348 and 1352, the Black Death
killed between a third and a half of the remaining English
population.
The economic system could no longer function as
it had previously and, although it had been gradually
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changing for many decades, the process rapidly accelerated
after the cataclysm. Villeins, although still technically totally
controlled by their lords, were more able to negotiate terms
for their work; and on many manors villeins with little or
no land became wage earners working on the lord’s land.
As controls on who could become craftsmen weakened,
more villeins became specialist workers such as carpenters or
blacksmiths.
As incomes from manors reduced, many lords had to
raise money by selling freedom to villeins, and traditional
tenures requiring work on the lord’s land were increasingly
replaced by leasehold agreements. Failing to learn from
King Cnut, who showed the futility of trying to resist the
inevitable, the Government tried to reverse the economic
changes the plague had created by introducing the Statute
of Labourers in 1351. This law fixed wages at pre-Black
Death levels and made a refusal to work or any breaking
of pre-plague agreements punishable with fines. Villeins
responded by moving to other manors, where the lord
was desperate to recruit labourers and would turn a blind
eye to ‘illegal immigrants’. In 1361 the punishments were
increased to branding and imprisonment, which proved to
be counterproductive in that the resentment these sanctions
created was a major contribution to The Peasants’ Revolt
in 1381. Another contributory factor to the revolt was the
imposition of a series of poll taxes to pay for the war against
France – it is a pity that Margaret Thatcher did not study
history. If she had, the poll tax riots of the 1980s could have
been avoided.
In spite of the Government’s futile attempts to resist
economic forces, between 1340 and 1380 the spending
power of rural labourers increased by 40%, (Dyer 2009).
The loss of between a third and a half of the population
in the Black Death meant that land was freely available,
especially where whole villages had been abandoned, and
entrepreneurial yeoman farmers emerged from the villein
class. Throughout the medieval period, Shropshire and the
Welsh Marches produced top quality wool, much of which
was exported to Europe, although by 1400 the balance had
shifted from raw fleeces to finished cloth. After the Black
Death, the wealth from this trade trickled down to the
emerging yeoman farmers in our area, who now had greater
incomes and wanted to show they were moving up in the
world by having much more substantial houses.
The core of The Tan House, Little Stretton, is typical
of the sort of home an upwardly mobile yeoman farmer of
1400 would have had built. These houses used a very strong
wood frame and were very much larger than the flimsy
hovels that were common before 1350. Hovels were made
from materials such as willow lathes, animal dung, straw
and clay collected locally and being flimsy structures they
often had to be rebuilt when a tenancy expired. The simple
floorplan shown overleaf was very common for houses of
middle-level peasants in Shropshire post the Black Death.
The floorplan makes the layout of the core of The
Tan House clear, but it remains challenging to accurately
envisage what life in such a house would have been like in
terms of the level of comfort available, the smells one would
have experienced, the furniture and utensils in use and
the fixtures and fittings of the house. Fortunately, we can
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Back door

Service
bay

Cross
Passage

Hall

Solar

Front door

visit The Merchant’s House, originally built in Bromsgrove
about 1400, and which is now part of the nearby collection
at Avoncroft Museum of Historical Buildings. It has been
restored to show how houses like The Tan House would
have looked when new. The two houses have exactly the
same floorplan and the photographs below clearly illustrate
the facilities available in 1400. The solar bay seen below
probably closely resembles the one that could have been at
The Tan House, but no longer exists.
The solar gave the owner of the house privacy in a small
upper-level room where the family slept and a small room
below which could be used for eating and relaxing. Servants
would be accommodated in the open bay marked as the
Hall, and it was here that their meals would have been taken
as well as being where they slept on simple platforms or the
floor.

The hall had a beaten earth floor covered with straw
or reeds and the open fire was on a raised stone base. The
smoke from the wood or peat fire was meant to exit through
an opening in the roof but, as can be seen above, the smoke
spread around the room in spite of there being a simple
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smoke hood which was a fore-runner of a chimney. The
smoke hood was intended to channel the smoke up to the
vent in the roof and was usually made of wood, with a
lining of plaster or clay to reduce the fire risk, but this was
not always as successful as was intended. The rest of the Hall
Bay shown below illustrates the wood frame of the house,
with wattle and daub infill panels as well as the furniture
and equipment typical of this type of home.
The windows were unglazed but could be covered by
shutters which would still allow cold air to enter and when
they were
closed the
room would
have been
very dark.
Candles that
did not stink
were relatively
expensive, as
the fat from
cows or sheep
had been more
thoroughly
processed
to remove
impurities.
Villeins often
kept pigs, but
candles made
from lard were
very pungent
Continued overleaf...
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and when combined with smoke from the fire would have
produced very poor air quality.
The cross passage in the photograph below separated
the hall from the service bay and allowed access through the
house from the rear to the front. As the doors were usually
left open to create a through draught to clear the smoke,
chickens and animals had free access. The passage often had
a gutter built in to enable debris to be flushed away, but not
until it had added an extra stink.
On the other side of the cross passage was the service
area where the washing, brewing and other domestic tasks
would have been undertaken. Unfortunately, this bay is not
present on the Avoncroft building but, in the picture below,
the blocked-up doorway that would have given access to
the service bay when the house was first built can clearly be
seen. It is remarkable how the design of fire extinguishers
has remained unchanged for 600 years.

successful for a short time, but history shows that change
will happen and the process by which it occurs can be
unstoppable. If the guidance that history offers were heeded,
those with power could recognise and accept this and
more effectively manage the change process in ways that
could benefit everyone. Alas, history also shows that this
rarely, if ever, happens, and the first instinct of leaders and
the powerful seems to be to ensure their own interests are
protected.
David Haigh
Acknowledgements
Thanks to Su Powell-Jones for checking the information
and proof reading.
Christopher Dyer 2009 Making a Living in Medieval
England
F & J Gies 1990 Life in a Medieval Village
Dorothy Cromarty 1991 Everyday Life in Medieval
Shrewsbury
A Correction and a Request
Following the publication of my article on the lost buildings
of Little Stretton in the December 2020 edition, I have
spoken to Terry Davies, who has lived in Church Stretton
all his life. He told me that around 1960 he visited his
grandparents, who lived at Elms Cottages, and therefore
the building could not have been demolished around 1952
as stated in my article. Could I please invite readers to give
information about when the building was demolished?
David Haigh

Quiz Answers: 10 Insects
(from your garden?)

Throughout history there have been times of rapid
change when very well established systems that had operated
for centuries, like the Roman Empire, or for shorter periods,
as with the Soviet Union or Yugoslavia, are swept aside.
The political pressures and resentments that led to these
changes were built up over a long period, but the final stage
is often set in motion by a single event, such as the death of
Tito or the collapse of the Soviet economy. Radical change
often follows natural disasters that accelerate processes
already underway, as with The Black Death – the catalyst
that finally enabled the restructuring of the social and
agricultural systems and marked the end of serfdom.
Repeatedly those who have benefited most from the
status quo attempt to halt the march of events and may be
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Gnat (Tang)
Louse (Seoul)
Ladybird (hidden)
Dragonfly (anag)
Mite (anag)
Tick
Leather jacket
Moth
Cricket (Lords)
Damselfly (anag)

Trivia Answers
1. Elba
2. Culloden
3. Ireland
4. Campbells
5. Israel
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Cabaret & Cocktails with
Trovatori

O

n Saturday 30th January, acoustic opera duo,
Trovatori, hosted an evening of Cabaret &
Cocktails for friends and neighbours in All Stretton
village (via Zoom).
Trovatori
performed a variety
of operatic pieces
from Verdi’s La
Traviata to Bizet’s
Carmen as well
as folk songs and
contemporary works,
accompanying
themselves on
Spanish guitars.
The evening’s
entertainment was
punctuated by
questions from an
audience of around
50 households who
mixed their own
cocktails and even
dressed for the
occasion!
Trovatori are tenor and soprano, Darren and Caroline
Clarke, modern-day troubadours. This husbandand-wife team met while performing at the Bregenz
Festival in Austria, where they sang in the staging of
Puccini’s Tosca featured in the James Bond film Quantum of
Solace.
Like many artists, their performance calendar has been
heavily affected by Covid, but they are currently recording
a new album from their home studio in the Strettons.
Caroline continues collaborating and recording with
artists worldwide via the web, while Darren is currently in
rehearsals for a startling and wholly original production of
King Lear scheduled for later this year.
Darren will play Cornwall in this remarkably unusual
production at the Grange Festival, before taking the piece to
Vienna. Multiple award-winning Keith Warner directs a cast
full of British operatic stars. See:
https://thegrangefestival.co.uk/operas/king-lear/
Trovatori have appeared in concert halls, theatres and
music festivals internationally, as well as being headline
artists on luxury cruise liners. They have also performed
as solo artists in numerous opera houses and theatres
including prestigious UK venues such as the Royal Albert
Hall, Birmingham Symphony Hall, Cadogan Hall and
Queen Elizabeth Hall, as well as live in concert on BBC
Radio 3. Their critically acclaimed first album, Songs from
Here, There and Everywhere was released in 2015.
Darren and Caroline hope to resume live performances
later this year, including corporate and private events.
Find out more about these wonderful local artists at: www.
trovatori.com
Nicola Simcock and Editor
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Some further
advice on Heat
Pumps

C

orrespondence in previous editions of Focus has led
me to write a few more words on the subject. As
domestic heating accounts for a good proportion
of the nation’s
carbon emissions,
the Government
is proposing
that later in this
decade no further
oil, natural gas
or LPG boilers
will be able to
be installed as
replacements in
either existing
properties or new
homes. As we
need to reduce
our carbon
emissions as soon
as possible, the
government is
currently offering
very favourable
incentives for
installing heat
pumps as replacements with both grants and repayments
available. This means that there are more Companies
offering installations. This could create conditions like
the days when UPVC double glazing became popular
and pressurised sales techniques, poor quality and shoddy
installations were sometimes a problem.
Air, ground or even water sourced heat pumps are good.
They can offer zero carbon ready heating and hot water,
but the sales persons, technical surveyors and installers
really need to know their subject. If properly designed and
installed they will usually cost less to run if replacing solid
fuel, conventional electric heating or L.P.G. boilers. With
other fuels, the installer should be able to provide a reliable
estimate based on current prices.
Stretton Climate Care would urge readers considering
replacing ageing boilers with a heat pump to get at least
three quotes and gain some knowledge on the technology
themselves. We have produced a very comprehensive advice
sheet (to be found on our website). Most homes need some
retrofitting. Insulation standards need to be good. It is not
just a case of swopping the old boiler for the heat pump.
There is a lot of skilful plumbing required as the photo
will illustrate. We are able to provide advice based on the
experience we have gathered, although we are not technical
experts.
Jon Cooke
Stretton Climate Care
www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk
Tel: 07528 493181
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Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207
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HILARY'S CHILDCARE

Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated good, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk
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Charles
Ephraim

Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
AMP Electrical

~ Domestic & Commercial ~
~ Home Automation ~
~ Lighting Design ~
~ Audio & Visual Systems ~
~ CCTV & Alarm Systems ~
~ Data Communications ~
Contact Matt Price
M: 07552 410109
H: 01694 771661
E: amp.elec@outlook.com
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Craven Arms 01588 672761
• Household Items
• DIY Goods
• Paint
• Key Cutting
• Electrical Goods
• Kitchen Ware
• Tools
• Wolf Tools
• Carpet Cleaner Hire
• Fertiliser and Compost
And much much more at our
hardware store
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Sarah Duckett and the Copper Hole

J

ohn and Meg Bacon’s invitation in the January Focus to
local historians to respond concerning “Ghost Hole”
lane coincided with an email enquiry to our Local
History Group about Sarah Duckett and the Copper
Hole. Here is the result so far from my own research.
The sensational story was sparked by a farmer named
William Roberts who claimed in September 1881 to
have seen a Soudley woman, Sarah Duckett, who had
mysteriously disappeared from the area some years earlier.
It was alleged1 that he “saw her distinctly and recognised
her and was about to speak with her when she glided from
him and disappeared down a place called ‘the Copper Hole.’
This hole at the crest of Hazler Road was a 40 feet deep
shaft which had been sunk about 30 years earlier by men
hoping to find copper, but their work proved fruitless and
the hole was filled in and fenced off in about 1875. There
were mostly speculative trials around Cardington2 and other
places in Shropshire for copper and the first dated lease was
in operation in 1798 when local geologist Robert Townson
wrote that copper ore was found “but of no consequence”.
It appears that Roberts’ claims sparked suspicion that
she had been murdered and thrown into the copper hole
which was about a mile from Church Stretton railway
station, allegedly the last place where Sarah had been seen
alive. Newspaper reports claimed that in May 1874, having
recently returned from an 18-month trip to Australia, she
made travel enquiries at the railway station and then walked
away, having deposited two shabby pieces of luggage there.
As a result, demands arose that the shaft should be
excavated in a search for her body. Some reports say that
Roberts saw the ‘ghost’ twice and three other men also came
forward to claim sightings of their own. Local subscriptions
were raised to pay for the work and digging began, with
Roberts in attendance. Many local people crowded in to watch,
and ladies and gentlemen arrived in carriages: one report
likened the scene on Sunday to “a highway to a country fair”.
The task proved difficult as the excavation repeatedly filled
with water overnight and work took many
days; but when the bottom of the shaft was
reached no sign of Sarah’s body was found.
This ghost story was picked up
by many newspapers around Britain
throughout October and November 1881
and on 7th October the correspondence
columns of the Daily Telegraph carried
a debate on “The truth about ghosts”,
referencing Sarah’s story.
The fruitless excavation of the copper
hole did not put an end to the story as a local tradesman
then received a letter signed “One who Knows”, apparently
from London, asserting “You will fail to find the body of
Sarah Duckett in the Copper Hole: look in the cellar of the
Toll Bar, examine the part nearest the road, in the left-hand
corner”. It seems Sarah sometimes stayed at the Toll Bar,
about 60 feet from the copper hole3 on the other side of
the road, rather than stay with family members. By 1881
the building in question had been pulled down and the
cellar filled in following the de-turnpiking of the Stretton to
Much Wenlock road in 18754.
This letter sparked fresh calls for another excavation
with Roberts maintaining his original claims throughout
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but then another letter arrived, purporting to be from Sarah,
claiming she was happily married and living in Martley,
Worcestershire. However, the origin of this letter was cast
into doubt by the Duckett family’s clergyman, the Rev.
Holland Sandford, asserting that she could not write.
The Rev. Sandford then played a decisive part in the
mystery of Sarah’s ‘disappearance’ by contacting officials in
Worcestershire and requesting a search of registers to see
if any record of her could be found, as her relatives now
believed she had died there in 1876. This resulted in a
response that she had entered Martley workhouse in July
1874 because she was destitute, and she had died in the
Infirmary in 1876.
In a lengthy letter to Eddowes’s Shrewsbury Journal and
Salopian Journal of 2nd November 1881, Rev. Sandford,
who was well acquainted with the Duckett family, describes
approvingly of Sarah’s mother’s strict work ethic and direct
manner. His remarks about Sarah, however, are more critical.
Following the death of her mother Sarah had received £70
from the sale of the family home to her brother-in-law, and
announced she planned to go abroad. Two days before leaving
for Liverpool, having deposited £30 in the Church Stretton
Savings Bank, she insisted on giving him £25 from this which
he reluctantly accepted and issued a receipt and terms of
interest. A few days later, following her arrival in Liverpool, he
received a letter asking for it back. As Sarah could not write
he was suspicious and told her to collect it in person, which
she did, but was “as ever mysterious about her own affairs;
said she was going abroad but would assuredly write to me as
soon as she was settled. She never did so”. He also recounts
how a relative going to visit her in Liverpool received “a rough
welcome from Sarah who said she was well able to take care of
herself and did not want anyone coming there worrying after
her”. The impression given is of someone erratic, secretive,
demanding and abrasive, on bad terms with her relatives. His
letter asserts that Sarah definitely travelled to Australia and
had returned on the Lord Warden steamer.

Rev. Sandford also records that four Stretton people saw
Sarah after leaving her boxes at the station, and William
Marsh saw her at Longville-in-the-dale a few days later.
Eddowes’s coverage of this notes that Rev. Sandford “has
incurred considerable expense and taken a great deal of
trouble to elucidate the ‘Church Stretton Ghost Mystery’
and he deserves the thanks of the public for his exertions”.
Although the Rev. Sandford’s testimony appears to
dismiss the stories of murder and ghostly apparitions, many
questions remain unanswered: there is no indication of why
she would make the onerous and costly journey to Australia;
Continued overleaf...
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Sarah Duckett and the Copper Hole - continued
even with the benefit of steam
engines to supplement sails,
the voyage at this era could
take more than 50 days.
Furthermore, records
show that whilst a Sarah
Duckett did leave Australia
on board the Lord Warden
in February 1874, her age
is given in the passenger
lists as 28, not 44. The
same passenger had arrived
in Victoria, Australia from
London on the Theophane in
November 1873, thus staying
there for only three months.
Did Sarah lie about her age
or, coincidentally, did a younger woman of the same name
make these journeys? If so, did Sarah ever actually visit
Australia?
Newspaper reports suggest she had intermittent
employment as a domestic servant, although the census
returns of 1851, 61 and 71 describe her as a dressmaker.
Why did someone with such a useful skill apparently
become destitute and enter the workhouse in Worcestershire

within a few months of
‘disappearing’ from Church
Stretton?
Did Sarah use up all
her £70 inheritance in the
period after her removal to
Liverpool, or did a sum of
money remain in her Church
Stretton bank account after
her ‘disappearance’, as claimed
by newspaper reports?
Whatever the truth about
these loose ends in Sarah’s
story, it is clear that Roberts’
claims of seeing a ghost
sparked great excitement
and disturbance in the area,
and this highlights the Victorian fascination with the
supernatural.
Madeline Haigh

1 County Advertiser and Herald, 8 Oct 1881
2 Michael Shaw, The Lead, Copper and Barytes Mines of Shropshire with
thanks to Heather Williams for this information.
3 Rutland Echo
4 Tony Crowe and Barrie Raynor, Church Stretton through the ages

Catholic Voice

I

t has been a fairly common comment when meeting
or talking to parishioners recently: “Father, I’ve been
to Mass in... Rome, Belfast, somewhere in Australia,
Canada, the USA or elsewhere in the UK”.
With the lockdown in place and most churches
closed, parishioners have been visiting other communities
throughout the Catholic Church in the world. So whilst
our personal spheres of activities and contact have shrunk,
paradoxically, for those able to access and use the internet,
their world has expanded.
Just before Christmas we installed a livestream service
for the parish. This was part of the pastoral plan pre-Covid,
as our parish stretches from Wenlock Edge to the Welsh
Border, and from Pontesbury to just past Onibury. Such
a rural and dispersed community needed a facility which
meant they could gather spiritually with one another when
ill, infirm, or when we have bad weather.
I know that there is a debate about whether the
Church should be encouraging participation online
as opposed to attending in person as it may diminish
communities and people can become viewers rather than
participants. Online services are a tool or facility to be used
when necessary, and the ideal is always to gather physically
as a community, to be present in mind, body and spirit at
the liturgy of the Church as Christ calls the whole person.
Prayer online can enhance a person’s prayer-life and
connection to the Church and parish. My mother, who
is not a Catholic, regularly watches online and says her

42

56 March 2021.indd 29

prayers whilst looking upon the tabernacle in
the sanctuary. Although it took my mother
a little time to get used to the fact that the
‘Nicodemus-lamp’ was left lit deliberately.
[I have called the lamp a ‘Nicodemus-lamp’
because it is lit throughout the night, for
those who wish to ‘come to the church’ when they can’t
sleep or before bed; just like Nicodemus who approached
Jesus under the cover of night (John3:1-21). The bulb is a
low energy LED.]
In all this, I was thinking about the parish community,
and what I was not expecting was ‘the world’ to come to
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton. Since December until
the time of writing (26th January) the parish has hosted
3,155 unique viewers with 5,524 visitors in total from
UK, Ireland, USA, India, Italy, France, Sweden, Norway,
Denmark, Austria, Australia, Malawi, Indonesia, Isle of
Man, Jersey, Guernsey, Poland, Spain, Greece, Switzerland,
Hong King, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, The Philippines,
South Africa, Russia, Germany, Romania, and Trinidad &
Tobago.
The livestream is allowing St Milburga’s and St
Walburga’s to provide a service that reaches simply beyond
our walls and boundaries. All are welcome to join in prayer,
or to visit the church for some quiet meditation, or comfort
in the night; the service is on 24 hours a day, seven days a
week (technology permitting).
Canon Jonathan Mitchell
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ANDREW WEBSTER
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

BURWAY
BOOKS

for BOOKS and MAPS

Our delightful bookshop stocks a huge variety of
adult and children’s titles and if you can’t see what
you want on the shelves we can normally get it for
you within 24-48 hours.
Our knowledgeable booksellers are here to help you.
See our website for news of book groups and
author events www.burwaybooks.co.uk
(NB we do not stock second-hand books)
18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
Home Delivery Service available

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations

4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
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We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
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E. B. JONES

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Est. 1966

35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

Roger Lucas
Painter
and
Decorator
01694 723237
07772 705856

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
Over 35 yrs experience is our quality ﬁtting guarantee
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services
Holy Communion (a quiet reflective service) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 am
Morning Worship
Holy Communion every Sunday, except Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Refreshments in Parish Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20 until 11.05 am
Informal Service (Communion on 4th Sunday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.15 am
All ages 1st Sunday; children go out to groups other Sundays
Crèche facilities provided with this service every Sunday
Groups for children and youth groups on all but 1st Sunday, when all ages stay together
Evening Worship. (On 4th Sunday Holy Communion with special prayers for Healing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Hot Chocolate Club - For all pupils in Church Stretton School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mondays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Oasis - For pupils in years 7-9 in Church Stretton School who would like to explore faith. Tuesdays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Youthzone - Sunday mornings during 11.05 service for 11-16yrs (except 1st Sunday in month); Meet in Church
Young people (11+): Contact the Office on 724224 or Sally Clilverd: sally@strettonparish.org.uk
Weekday Activities: Many house groups and activities are held throughout the week. Contact the Parish Office
for details or see church notice boards or leaflets in church.
Thursdays: Holy Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.30 am
All Saints, Little Stretton. A traditional Sunday Service is held each Sunday
Week 1:
Evening Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 pm
Weeks 2, 4 and 5: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
Week 3:
Morning Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
St Michael’s & All Angels, All Stretton (Local Ecumenical Partnership with URC) Contact: 724224
Sunday Services
Week 1: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 2: Holy Communion (Anglican)
10.30 am
Week 3: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 4: Holy Communion (URC)
10.30 am
Week 5: Holy Communion (Traditional Anglican)
10.30 am
The Parish Office is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday
Secretary: Jo Aze. Email: office@strettonparish.org.uk
METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d George Heinz (Tel: 07538 480626)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Service
10.30 am
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
Email: csqm@gorswen.co.uk
Sundays: Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children on 4th Sunday in month . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Email: stmilburga@gmail.com
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9.30.
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Church Contact: Tel: 722123; Email: urcchurchstretton@gmail.com; Room hire: Tel: 722092
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
Allotment Gardens Association
All Stretton Village Hall
All Stretton History Society
All Stretton Village Society
Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group
Ancient Greek Study Group
Archers, Long Mynd
Army Cadet Force
ArtsAlive (Church Stretton)
Arts Festival, Church Stretton & South Shropshire
Badminton Club (Monday 8-10pm)
Badminton Club (Junior and Adult, Wednesday)
Beacon (Activities and Care at Mayfair)
Books (Mayfair Shop)
Book Sales (Mayfair/Rotary)
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Probus
Bowling Club, Indoor
Bowling Club, Ladies’
Breathing Space (Singing for health and wellbeing)
Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall)
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Brownies, Church Stretton
Busy Bees Preschool
Camera Club, Long Mynd
Cancer Research UK
Cancer Support Group, Stretton
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton
Chess Club, Church Stretton
Choral Society, Stretton
Churches Together
Church Stretton School Theatre
Citizens Advice Bureau
Civic Society, The Strettons
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
Climate Care, Stretton
Country Market (ex WI)
Credit Union
Cricket Club, Church Stretton
Croquet Club
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Tuesday Pack)
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Wednesday Pack)
Darts, Church Stretton and District League
Dementia Carers’ Support
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur
Explorer Scouts
Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair
Fitness Instructor
Fitness for the Young at Heart
Flicks in the Sticks (All Stretton)
Flicks in the Sticks (Church Stretton)
Football Club, Church Stretton Town
Football Club, Magpies (5-16 years old)
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Friends of Church Stretton Library
Gardening Club, Acton Scott
Gardening Club, Church Stretton & District
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd
Golf Club
Good Neighbours Care Group
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton
Hockey Club, Stretton Juniors (5-15 years old)
Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers
Horse Show, Church Stretton
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire
Inner Wheel Club, Church Stretton
Judo, Junior
Karate Club
Keep Fit, Stretton
Languages Group
Leisure Centre, Church Stretton
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group
Line Dancing
Lions Club, Middle Marches
Local History Group
Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle
Masonic Lodge (Caer Caradoc)
Masonic Lodge (Longmynd)
Maysi Project
Methodist Church Network Group
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch
Parish Paths Partnership
Parkinson’s UK
Photography, Marches Independent
Pilates (exercise)
Pride of Place, Church Stretton
Probus, Strettondale
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton
RAF Roundel Club
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Alan Mileson
723999
Liz Cinnamon
07790 527673
Ruth Grafton
723187
Caroline Crump
723283
Jackie Pennington
722077
Barbara Parnell
720040
David Langslow
723538
Sue Williamson
722767
Lt Wheelden
01743 231779
Michael Walker
720132
Gloria Carter
724106
Mike Rounsefell
724162
Alan Fox
725588
Joy King
722077
Tony Crowe
723292
Sue Hird
724235
Glyn Morgan
722388
Alan Mileson
723999
Mrs M Paine
722489
Kate Buttolph
720358
Dom Wilson
723128
Lynn Townsend
722667
Judy Russell
724056
Church Stretton School
722209
Amanda Page
Sue Toghill
722713
Lesley McIntyre
723427
Stuart Wright
722237
Tom Williamson
722767
Ru Trew
724297
Lesley Richards
722068
Alan Fox
725588
c/o Mayfair
722077
Charles Simmonds
724117
John Brewer
722965
David Howard
722904
Ann Lloyd
07889 143057
c/o Mayfair
722077
Rob Whittall
07967 571044
Fane Conant
722610
Jane Wrench
723923
Andrew Spurling
723429
Mark Davies (Verd)
07588 517955
Emma Wilde
01743 341800
Martin Salisbury
723253
Eric Huff
723706
Angie Walshaw
723477
Nicola Daniels
722077
Pam Allsop
723899
Pam Allsop
723899
Kate Latchford
723378
Eric and Lesley Brown
724330
Nick Cole
724362
07816 686139
Martin Watts
723543
Sheila Davies
723455
Terri Clegg
781572
Evelyn Dapling
723648
Office
01588 650206
James Townsend
722281
Office
724242
Jane Hurst
771622
Martin Watts
723543
Ruth Jenkins
724919
Sarah Davies
771370
Canon Noel Beattie
725530
Anne Tipper
771808
Roger Houston
01743 358415
Dave Shephard
724212
Lisa Ryan
751369
David Langslow
723538
Sue Wells
720051
Dave Bishop
Brian Dawson
Madeline Haigh
Peter Jenkins
Phil Hatton
Graham Williams
Charles Hennell
Janet Williams
Stella Jandrell
Diana Coles
Barbara Hall
David John
John Goyne
Heather Broughton
Geoff Taylor
Sandra Liebrecht
Trevor Halsey
Alan Stockbridge
Alison Bradley
Tim Goodwin
John L Davies

07527 264846
01584 831508
723627
724919
07852 961675
07939 109726
01584 856716
722077
724531
723548
724578
724772
723914
01743 718174
723301
781660
722317
722138
720392
724703

amileson@lineone.net
www.allstrettonvillagehall.org.uk
janegra@waitrose.com
carolinecrump68@icloud.com
[Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org
stretlang@gmail.com
sue@chelmickforge.co.uk
info.shropshireacf@rfca.org.uk
fontenay1@btinternet.com
carter555@f2s.com
midiblue@tiscali.co.uk
alandavidfox@live.co.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
smhird@btinternet.com
crocrus2@tiscali.co.uk
amileson@lineone.net
kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
davejudy1@googlemail.com
secretary@longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
susantoghill@outlook.com
tswilliamson337@gmail.com
strettonchoral@gmail.com; www.strettonchoral.org.uk
or 07977 060303; alandavidfox@live.co.uk
(Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
candp.simmonds@googlemail.com
or (01694) 731274
(Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
churchstrettoncricketclub@gmail.com
fanesue@aol.com; www.churchstrettoncroquet.org.uk
janewrench2@gmail.com
aspurling@btinternet.com
verddavies72@gmail.com
mail@plush-hill.co.uk
angiewalshaw@hotmail.com
[Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
terri@artsalive.co.uk
ec.brown@btinternet.com
nick@eloc.eclipse.co.uk
enquiries@csmfc.co.uk
contact@redrovers.org.uk
www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk
actonscottgc@gmail.com
evedapling@waitrose.com
office@midlandgliding.club
secretary@churchstrettongolfclub.co.uk
janehurst77@hotmail.co.uk
mlwatts@yahoo.co.uk
daviesblackhurst@aol.com
anne.tipper@gmail.com
RogerHoustonJudo@aol.com
daveshepard1379@gmail.com
stretlang@gmail.com
info@teme-leisure.co.uk
borderwomen.net
southerncrossldc@gmail.com
thefirs38@btinternet.com
csalhg@outlook.com
freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton
caercaradoclodge@gmail.com
charles@hennell.net; www.longmyndlodge.org.uk
information@mayfaircentre.org.uk
daj1956scp@btinternet.com
poolbrook12@gmail.com
johngoyne@btinternet.com
parky@twood.net
gtaylor.photo@btinternet,com
selenaorme@yahoo.co.uk
trevorhalsey@btinternet.com
alan.stockbridge@btinternet.com
www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
tmgdwn@gmail.com
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Rainbows, Church Stretton
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group
Rangers (Girl Guides) Church Stretton Group
Readers Group at the Library
RNLI
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Royal British Legion
Rugby Club, Church Stretton Samurai
Rushbury and Cardington WI
Save the Children
Scottish Dancers, Stretton
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group
Scrappies - Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore
Shropshire Strummers
Singers, The More Singers
Singers, Stretton Community
Soaring Association, Long Mynd (model gliders)
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Stepping Stones Nursery
Stretton Players
Stretton Pool Action
Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District
Swing Band, Stretton
Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Table Tennis, Leebotwood
Table Tennis, Rushbury
T’ai Chi
Taiko Drumming
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd
Tennis Club
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens)
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)
Tree Group, Church Stretton
Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton
United Nations Association, C S Branch
University of the Third Age (U3A)
Upright and Active (falls prevention strength & balance)
Walking for Health
Walking Football
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Women’s Group, Church Stretton 1990
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Women’s Institute, All Stretton
Yoga (Mayfair)
Youth @ St Laurence’s

Judy Russell
Darren
Ana Ireland
Felicity
Brian Bradley
Pat Stokessmith
Les Mackey
Martyn Longhurst
Kaye Smith
Ann Hurst
David Thomas
Terry Davies

724056
07837 021138
723390
722535
722138
723189
724992

771554
771622
722107
723477
328508
David Rae
722459
Deborah Croom-Johnson 07495 112795
Kate Buttolph
07974 382989
Tim Goodwin
720392
Tim Dunn
01588 672919
Anne Arkwright
722341
Simon Cleaton
07510 390981
David Betton
07977 221171
Hilary Parker
723419
Jamie Wrench
723923
Leisure Centre
720051
Will Priestley
724223
Ian Pennington
771410
Marc Lacey
722077
James Barrow
720169
Jo Lendon
01743 369787
Claire Hatfield
720123
Jenny or Graham Heath
722216
Margaret Hamer
722407
Maureen Clow
722000
Hilary Hymas
723208
Joy Wilson
723687
Ruth Davies
724304
Lesley Brown
724330
c/o Mayfair
722077
Nicola Daniels
722077
Ken Willis
328514
Penny Bienz
724853
Wally Blake
724040
Jaki Moores
722940
Carol Greswell
07803 581580
Kaye Smith
771554
Heather Hathaway
722537
c/o Mayfair
722077
Sally Clilverd
724224

davejudy1@googlemail.com
anaireland001@gmail.com
churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
b.glenmoar@gmail.com
patstokessmith@hotmail.com
sulesmackey@btinternet.com
martynlonghurst@hotmail.com
ann.hurst46@gmail.com
mrterrydavies@hotmail.com
info@scrappies.org
d.j.rae362@gmail.com
Annturner512@hotmail.com
kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
info@lmsa.org.uk www.lmsa.org.uk
coaching@longmynd.org
strettonplayers@gmail.com
dmbetton@googlemail.com
jamie.wrench@lineone.net
ianpennington133@btinternet.com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
James@taikowest.com
jolendon@hotmail.co.uk
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
heath@knollcrest.co.uk; strettontheatreandconcert.net
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)
hilaryhymas7@gmail.com
daviescs@btinternet.com
u3asites.org.uk/churchstretton/contact
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
gordonwillis@go-plus.net
sacwg@shropscwgs.org.uk
ganjax@btinternet.com
marmaladieswi@gmail.com
kayerubetta.smith@btinternet.com
allstrettonwi@gmail.com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
sally@strettonparish.org.uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors

Town Clerk: Danny Chetwood RFO: Beverley Clarke Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm and 2.00 - 4.30pm
Council Office: 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY. Tel: 722113, Fax: 723608. email: secretary@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
South Ward
North Ward
Little Stretton Ward
Mark Morris
722741
David Wilks
723139 Mike Walker (Deputy Mayor) 720132
Hilary Claytonsmith 781666
Michael Braid
723364 Colin Carson
722784
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 Bob Welch (Mayor)
722998 All Stretton Ward
Hilary Luff
724270
Nicola Carter
07581 300498 Richard Hickman
722006 or 07944 505146
Lyn Antill
07734 294909
Sandra Baker
724394
Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
David Evans
01588 672179
email: david.evans@shropshire.gov.uk
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 email: Lee.chapman@shropshire.gov.uk, Leechapman.cstc@gmail.com (for CS tc business)
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre
Church Stretton School
722209
appointments and general enquiries 722127
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
out of hours
111
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
NHS Choices
111
Church Stretton Library
722535
Ring and Ride
720025
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Local Police Team Message Service (not to be used for crime or emergencies): 01743 264773 or csca.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT): Inspector Nicola Roberts [223695]: Tel 101 ext 4630; Sergeant Kapil Pindoria [21284]: Tel 101 ext 66601
Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs):
Lisa Thomas [226064]: 07870 163208; David Baron [226417]: 07870 163156; Julia St-John Martin [224002]: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111. Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering

Clothes
Entertaining Elephants ............. 56

Accountants and Bookkeeping
James, Holyoak & Parker ......... 39
RLW Accountants ..................... 37

Coaches
Caradoc Coaches ..................... 13

Architects, Town Planning
Batch Valley Design.................. 19
Christopher Roscoe Assocs ..... 19
Strata Associates ...................... 19
Bathrooms
see Kitchens, Bathrooms
Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering
Bookshop
Burway Books........................... 43
Builders, Plant & Equipment
A J Lewis-Price ......................... 25
A Morgan .................................. 31
A.2.Z Construction .................... 27
Ben Homden............................. 31
David Spencer .......................... 27
E J & G J Groom ...................... 25
Farmer Plant Services .............. 25
Joe Drury .................................. 31
John Hammond ........................ 25
K J Morris ................................. 31
Mark Terry................................. 27
Morris Maintenance .................. 27
Paul Tinsley .............................. 31
Period Window Restorations .... 31
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Richard Sherratt Builders ......... 25
Ryder Home Improvements...... 27
SMM ......................................... 31
Cafés
see Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Calor Gas
A & B Smith .............................. 14
Cards and Gifts
Entertaining Elephants ............. 56
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 37
Care - Homes and At Home
Bluebird Care.............................. 9
Carpenters & Joiners
E J & G J Groom ...................... 25
J R Callwood ............................ 25
John Hammond ........................ 25
Mark Terry................................. 27
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Carpets
Abbey Carpets .......................... 44
Catteries and Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care
Chemist
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 17
Child Care
Hilary’s Childcare...................... 39
Chiropodists
Caroline Crump ........................ 17
Crown Podiatry ......................... 17
Cleaning and House Care
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 17
Cleanrite Services .................... 17
In Depth Cleaning ..................... 19
Shaw Clean .............................. 19
Shropshire Sweep .................... 19
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 19
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Community Centre
Mayfair ........................................ 9
Computing, Graphic and Web
Design
Jason Gough ............................ 56
Nic Sansom .............................. 56
Stretton Internet ........................ 56
Webbex Technical Services ...... 56
Cycle Repairs
Go Cycling ................................ 44
Decorators
see Painters, Decorators
DIY & Hardware
Cyril Bason Hardware............... 40
Mynd DIY .................................. 40
Stretton DIY .............................. 40
The Door Knocker Company .... 43
Domestic Appliances & Repairs
A & B Smith .............................. 14
Continental Fireplaces .............. 14
Norman Jones .......................... 14
Electrical Services, Lighting
AMP Electrical .......................... 40
Boxall’s Electrician.................... 40
Charles Ephraim ....................... 40
M C Electrical ........................... 40
Stephen Morgan ....................... 40
Estate Agents
Bluestone.................................. 32
Miller Evans .............................. 32
Samuel Wood ........................... 32
Wrights Estate Agents .............. 32
Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts........................... 39
Crown Wealth Management ..... 37
NFU Mutual .............................. 37
Philippa Gee ............................. 39
Wrights Yorkshire Building Soc. 39
Fine Art Restoration
Stretton Fine Art Restoration .... 43
Florist
John R Thomas ........................ 44
Shropshire Flower Company .... 44
Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants ............. 56
van doesburg’s ......................... 56
Funeral Arrangements
A S Morris and Son................... 13
South Shropshire Remembrance
Park .......................................... 13
Furniture Restoration
J R Callwood ............................ 25
Garage Services
Burway Garage......................... 13
Central Garage ......................... 13
MOT Clinic ................................ 13
Garden Design, Services,
Supplies
Ben Carter ................................ 23
Ben Homden............................. 31
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 23
Farmer Plant Services .............. 25
Integral Gardens ....................... 23
John Stephens Services ........... 23
Keith Warrington ....................... 23

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Mike Russell Designs ............... 23
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Paul Tinsley .............................. 31
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Shropshire Lawn Co ................. 23
Stretton DIY .............................. 40
Unique Landscapes .................. 23
Whitehead Trees ...................... 23
Garden Machinery
Newington Garage.................... 13
Stretton DIY .............................. 40
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony’s Hair Studio ................. 9
Health & Beauty Clinic ................ 9
Middletons .................................. 9
Shampers ................................... 9
Health, Therapies
see also Chiropodists &
Physiotherapists
Amanda Bedding ...................... 52
Birch Tree Reflexology ............. 49
Bodylogic Mobile Massage ....... 52
Cate Gowlett ............................. 49
Forever Living Products............ 52
Mandy Mason ........................... 49
Mayfair ........................................ 9
Hobbies
Burway Books........................... 43
The Prolific Crafter.................... 44
Home & Garden
Caradoc Charcoal..................... 44
The Door Knocker Company .... 43
The Garden Room .................... 44
The Prolific Crafter.................... 44
Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets .......................... 44
Louise Watney .......................... 43
Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Eaton Manor ............................. 23
Mynd House ............................. 52
Willowbatch .............................. 23
House and Garden Clearance
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Insurance
see Financial Services, Insurance
Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, Keep Fit
Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care
Kitchens, Bathrooms
A J Lewis-Price ......................... 25
A.2.Z Construction .................... 27
County Tiles & Bathrooms ........ 25
Homefix .................................... 49
John Hammond ........................ 25
Lee Brown ................................ 49
Mark Terry................................. 27
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Ryder Home Improvements...... 27
SMM ......................................... 31

Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster ....................... 43
D R Tipton................................. 43
Don Hale................................... 43
DWS Property Services ............ 43
E B Jones ................................. 44
G H Jones & Son ...................... 44
Paul Forrester ........................... 27
Roger Lucas ............................. 44
Pest Control
Chris Sansom Pest Control ...... 17
Keith Warrington ....................... 23
Pet Food and Pet Care
John R Thomas ........................ 44
Netley Kennels ......................... 39
Pharmacy
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 17
Physiotherapists
Chris Turner .............................. 17
Marion Murdoch........................ 17
Physio Pilates ........................... 17
Plumbers, Heating
Gary Paris................................. 52
Homefix .................................... 49
J Morris ..................................... 52
John Hammond ........................ 25
K & J Davies Gas Services....... 49
Lee Brown ................................ 49
Morris Maintenance .................. 27
Peter Floyd ............................... 52
Ryder Home Improvements...... 27
SMM ......................................... 31
Whitfield Plumbing .................... 52
Whiting Heating ........................ 49
Printing, Copying, Photo
Products
Craven Design & Print .............. 37
Marshbrook Print ...................... 37
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 37
Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry’s ...................................... 56
The Loft .................................... 56
Skip Hire
John Stephens Services ........... 23
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Solicitors
FBC Manby Bowdler................. 14
PCB Solicitors........................... 14
Storage
Craven Self-Storage ................. 31
Self-Storage Containers ........... 31
Sweep
Shropshire Sweep .................... 19
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 19
Taxi
Longmynd Private Hire ............. 13
Tree Surgery
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 23
Whitehead Trees ...................... 23

Logs & Charcoal
Caradoc Charcoal..................... 44

Watches, Batteries, Straps
The Outdoor Depot ................... 43

Mobility
Stretton Mobility Store .............. 13

Windows
A Morgan .................................. 31
Period Window Restorations .... 31

Outdoor Clothing and
Equipment
The Outdoor Depot ................... 43
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Window Cleaning
Handyman Services ................. 17
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201

To advertise here,
please contact our
Advertising Manager at:
adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk
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Happy George
George Jones, 1926-2021

Pigmentosa, which in time was
to take nearly all of his sight. But
am sorry to say that on 4th
George wasn’t the sort of man to
January 2021, we lost one
let that stop him enjoying life. His
of Church Stretton’s great
escapades in his later years included
characters, with the sad death of
walking from John O’Groats to
George Jones. George was a familiar
Lands End – just him and his white
sight to so many of us, with his
stick, and his support crew who’d
cheery “Hello luv”, and his standard
take his bag to the next B&B, trying
reply whenever you asked him how
to track him down when he didn’t
he was: “I’ve got nothing at all to
turn up in the evening. He did the
complain about.”
50-mile Long Mynd hike while he
George served with the RAF
was well into his seventies.
during the Second World War. He
George had plenty of tales from
applied to be a pilot, but was turned
his time as a blind skier, including an
down following the medical; later in
incident where he careered off course
life George wondered if the medics
and collected at speed an entire group
had seen early signs of problems
of youngsters on the nursery slope.
in his eye examination. So George
Thankfully there were no injuries,
was enlisted as part of the ground
and as George recalled, “If it had been
crew. He’d guide returning Halifax
ten pin bowling, it would have been
bombers along the taxiway to the
a strike!” He’d also tell you ruefully
service area. Then while the aircrew
about the time he thought he could
took to their bunks, George and the
hear that he was at the end of the
ground crew would set to work on
cableway so alighted from the ski lift,
George at Happy Remembrance.
inspecting the aircraft. On George’s
only to find he was several seconds too
Photo John Corfield, by permission
signature, ‘his’ aircraft would be
early. He fell 30 feet to the ground,
signed off as ready for another sortie the following night
but luckily landed in a snow drift with no damage done other
– a huge responsibility for a 17-year-old pretending to be
than to his pride.
18. His plane was called Midnight Express, and George
On another memorable trip, George and his skiing
would tell you with
group got caught
a mix of pride and
up in an avalanche.
sadness that it was
They lost all their
one of only two
equipment, and
Halifax bombers
were grateful to
that flew over 100
escape with their
missions (the other
lives. George
was called Friday
thought it best
the Thirteenth). He
not to worry Edna
was one of a group
about this, so made
of three friends
no mention of it on
who signed up with
his return home.
the RAF; the other
Edna had some
two were accepted
questions a week
as pilots and as
later though, when
George would tell
she saw a picture
you, “One has a
of George and his
patch in Holland
guide in the local
and the other has a
newspaper under
patch in Belgium”.
the headline, “Local
Shortly after the
hero leads blind
Stirling Bomber Group. George is in the front row, left of centre
end of the war,
man from jaws of
George married
death”.
Edna. He was 19 and she was 18. They were separated for
From when I knew George in his mid-eighties,
much of the next two years, while George served as part of through to his death at the age of 94, he’d often tell me,
the reconstruction effort in Germany.
“Oh I’ve been very lucky — I’ve had a wonderful life”.
In his 50s, George bought a derelict house in Minton,
I only ever saw George less than happy on two
and – fitting it around his day job – he rebuilt it into the
occasions. The first was around the time of the illness
home that he and his wife Edna enjoyed for many years.
and death of his beloved wife of 70 years, Edna. And the
Around about this time, George became aware of
second was during lockdown, when he couldn’t be out and
losing his sight. The diagnosis when it came was Retinitis
about making his way along the roads of Stretton from one

I
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cheery conversation to another, usually ending up at Mr Bun the Baker. I am sure he would have bounced back from
lockdown too, had Covid not taken him.
George gave us much warm friendship and laughter, and occasionally a bit of the wisdom that comes from being able
to look back over a full life. Once, when I was having a bit of a moan about something or other (traffic, I think it was),
George paused, turned to me and said kindly, “One thing I’ve learned is that there is no point worrying about things you
can do nothing about”.
On the day after George’s funeral, a friend and I were reflecting on George’s life and the joy that he brought to so
many. “Sometimes when the kids returned from playing by the stream,” my friend recalled, “they would tell us cheerfully
that they had met ‘Happy George’ in the valley.” I can think of no better epithet. Happy George, who chose to be happy,
and in doing so was and is an inspiration to us all.
George Jones, 1926-2021, RIP. We miss you greatly.
Steve Aze, 26 January 2021

Anglican Voice
What Does Lent Mean to You?

B

y the time you read this letter, we will be well into
the season of Lent. For me, as a Christian, this is
an important preparation time as we recall Jesus’
time preparing for his ministry, by fasting and praying in
the desert. There is much we can learn from this model of
preparation and many Christians now give up some form of
luxury in order to emulate Jesus’
time of fasting. Some churches,
depending upon their tradition,
also see it as a time to cover up
any elaborate statues and to
remove flowers. According to the
gospels, Jesus spent 40 days in
the desert, thus Lent is described
as 40 days long although there
are more days between Ash Wednesday and Easter Saturday
than this. This is because Sundays are always a day when we
celebrate the resurrection and therefore we should not fast
on these days.
So how do you feel about the concept of giving
something up for Lent? I found an answer to this question
on www.answers.yahoo.com:
“We do not have to give up anything for Lent. We are
no better if we do, and no worse if we don’t, but some people
make the personal choice to make some sort of sacrifice
just to commemorate the temptation of Jesus in the desert.
There’s certainly nothing wrong with it – just keep in mind
that it has no redemptive value. While it’s probably good for
spiritual growth and development, it is strictly symbolic, in
remembrance of Christ, nothing more than that.”
Surely it is better to make things better for those
around you, than to get all cranky because you’ve given up
chocolate or cake or biscuits or whatever. Whilst it may
be important for you to give up something for your own
spiritual reasons, it is not necessary to tell everyone about it.
You might however decide to take something on.
Maybe, by reading through one of the Gospels during Lent.
For example if you read the Gospel of Luke, you would
need to read half a chapter a day – probably taking less than
ten minutes a day. This would also allow a few minutes
to reflect on what you had read and to ask yourself how
you might respond to the reading. You might decide to do
something practical, maybe to help out a neighbour in some
way (socially distanced of course), by doing a few hours’
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gardening or even just phoning someone who
is lonely at this difficult time.
Whatever you choose to do or not do –
do it for the right reason. To remind ourselves
that Jesus too was human and that his ministry on earth
required him to ultimately give up everything on the cross.
With God’s blessings this Lent,
Christobel Hargraves, Associate Minister – Stretton Parish

Nostalgia
You cannot buy Corona anymore,
Not that you would want to, that’s for sure,
For its name has connotations
really bad throughout all nations,
It’s been ousted by a virus, hard to cure.
In the 50s, what Corona meant to me
was a change from boring orange juice, you see,
It bubbled and it fizzed,
Round your mouth it sloshed and whizzed,
A must for all at birthday party tea.
The colours of corona – psychedelic!
There was lemon, cherry, lime, all so exotic,
With our stomachs full and bloated,
And our teeth all sugar-coated,
We got pennies for the empties – ‘Superific!’
Where was Corona made perhaps you wonder?
It was brewed by Thomas Evans in the Rhondda,
Bought by Beechams and then Britvic,
In the 90s, Britvic ditched it,
And Corona fizzed and bubbled up no longer.
So now we’re getting older and much wiser,
And we must heed each medical adviser,
E numbers, colours bright
keep us all awake at night,
But did you know that you can still get Tizer?
Judith Randell (2020)
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849
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Locally based
Plumber

General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Rotary in Church Stretton Recruits Seven New Members

I

n the last seven months we have recruited seven new Rotarians thanks to the
support of our local media, Stretton Focus, Community Messaging and Eaton
Manor. Three are women, four are men.
Readers of Stretton Focus will have seen a copy of our poster Exploding the Myths
about Rotary. We are slowly changing public perception as Rotary is for anyone who
wants to help communities – we are only interested in what you can offer and not
how you look. Within the seven-month period we introduced Associate Membership enabling people to join for an annual
fee of £25, which we describe as a ‘try before you buy’ and proving to be highly successful.
Rotary considers supporting local youth to be a priority and we are pleased to support the Skatepark project (pictured)
introduced by Tom Rochester who recently joined us. He is certainly a man of action raising over £11,000 for the project,
founder and coach of Telford Giants Baseball Club and overseeing the development of their new home in Ironbridge.
When asked why he joined Rotary, he replied, “When it comes to making change
for the better, everyone wants to,
but it’s easy to feel powerless. Rotary
attracts those that are pragmatic
and dedicated to change. Not just
justifying the need, but developing
a solution together, to address local
and international needs. A group
being open to simply getting the
right things done on that level is
refreshing.”
Membership & Publicity
Officer Derek Smith said, “Rotary
is experiencing a welcome period
of change and is adopting a more
informal and flexible approach
that will continue to serve our
communities”.
Rotary Club of Church Stretton supports local communities worldwide.
We need new members to help us with the following tasks and possibly
to identify new opportunities.
• Supporting our local schools
• Organising carols in the square
• Supporting Lingen Davies
• Supporting Hope House Children’s Hospice
• Supporting Mayfair Community Centre
• Supporting Air Ambulance
• Supporting overseas charities and disaster funds that include:
• Eradication of Polio
• Refurbished tools for African communities
• Australian fire disaster via Rotary Club of Adelaide
Within the last 12 months we have raised approximately £13,000 to support these projects. If you would like to help or
join us please contact Derek Smith, Publicity and Membership Officer.
Phone: 01694 723189, Email: dereksmith42@hotmail.com
Derek Smith

Stretton Focus Community Awards Scheme

F

or seven years now, Stretton Focus has been making monetary awards to clubs, societies, organisations, schools, etc as
well as individuals in the Strettons and Minton. Over 80 such organisations and individuals have benefited from the
scheme and we have made awards amounting to over £32,000 in total during these seven years. Organisations are
invited to apply anytime for grants of up to £1,000 provided that they can clearly show that the application will support
and enhance the community. Applicants typically receive a reply within a few weeks if they are successful.
If you are interested in applying or would like to discuss whether your application is appropriate, please download
the application form from the Stretton Focus website at www.strettonfocus.co.uk or telephone
Tom Beaumont on 01694 722533.
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Historic Church Stretton – Water Supply to the Town

I

n the last issue of Focus, we wrote about the
early water supply to the town. Between
1899 and 1902 the Church Stretton
Waterworks Company replaced the small
reservoir in Townbrook Valley with a new
reservoir built in New Pool Hollow, a side valley
of the Carding Mill Valley. This had a much
larger capacity and supplied water to Church
Stretton and Little Stretton but not All Stretton.
The reservoir contained water gathered from
other side valleys further up Carding Mill Valley,
especially the Light Spout Hollow. Near where
this stream meets the main stream, an intake
tank was installed from which water was piped
around the hillside into the reservoir. Some of
these pipes from the Light Spout Hollow can
still be seen exposed above the ground.
Beneath the dam embankment lies the
reservoir access tunnel which was cut through
rock so that the reservoir could be emptied
at times of emergency or when maintenance
was needed. Running along inside the tunnel
is the original cast iron pipe which supplied
water to the town.
In 1912, the water company was acquired by
the Church Stretton Urban District Council, then
in 1964 by the West Shropshire Water Board which
ultimately became part of the Severn Trent Water Company.
Water from the New Pool Hollow reservoir was piped
directly to the houses without treatment. From a height of
approximately 1,000 feet above sea level, the supply of water
from the reservoir reached most of the properties in the
town at that time by gravity. Later, due to the expansion of
the town up the hillsides, supplies to the eastern part of the
town were supplemented by water pumped from a borehole
in Easthope Road. The pump did not run all the time, so
the supply was spasmodic. To ensure a continuous supply,
under the building regulations of that time, houses built
above a certain height had to be provided with storage tanks

Building the pipeline

in the roof from which the house was supplied.
In the light of increased standards for purity, the water
was found to contain biological and mineral pollutants and
was declared unsafe to drink without further treatment.
During a hot spell in 1976 over 75 people were found
swimming in the reservoir! This hastened further the
closure of the reservoir. About that time, the Severn Trent
Water Company was installing a piped water supply
from Shrewsbury to villages along the A49. The original
scheme terminated at Longnor but rather than build a local
purification plant in Church Stretton to treat the water
from the New Pool Hollow reservoir, the Company decided
it would be cheaper to extend this
scheme and bring a piped water
supply from the treatment works
on the River Severn at Shelton,
Shrewsbury, to an underground
reservoir to be built into Helmeth
Hill. This was completed in
1979 and now not only supplies
Church Stretton but water is
pumped from this reservoir into
storage tanks near the top of the
eastern side of Helmeth Hill from
which the villages on that side of
the hill are supplied by gravity.
For a while, both the New
Pool Hollow reservoir and the
new piped water supplied the
town but the use of the old
reservoir and the borehole was
soon discontinued. Since then, to
minimize maintenance costs and
for safety reasons, the height of
the dam in New Pool Hollow has
been substantially reduced. The
reservoir is now owned by the
National Trust.
Barrie Raynor and Tony Crowe
The workmen who built the pipeline to the new reservoir
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Recipe of the Month – Curried carrot and apple soup
... or more accurately: Curried carrot, parsnip, apple
and coconut soup since I ‘played’ with the recipe I was
following.

this was a great opportunity to use up a rather old parsnip
and half a tin of coconut milk which were languishing in
the fridge. I love the rich earthy taste of truffle oil and so
enjoy the excuse to add it to liven up a dish. It also has to
be said that the colour of this soup is really vibrant and
uplifting on a dull winter’s day.
Serves 4
Ingredients
2 tsp vegetable oil (I used rapeseed)
1 tbsp curry powder of choice
1 large onion peeled and chopped
500g carrots (peeled if preferred) chopped
1 parsnip peeled and chopped
1 bramley apple (peeled if preferred) chopped
750ml chicken stock
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
200ml coconut milk from tin or made up from a block.
To serve
Natural yogurt
Truffle oil

I

realised of late that I’ve been rather neglectful of my
reputation as The Soup Queen and feel I should rectify
this here. The smell pervading our house while this was
cooking was divine and the flavour didn’t disappoint. If you
prefer to stick with the original recipe, simply follow the
instructions below but omit the parsnip and coconut. I’m
not very good at doing what I’m told and also can’t abide
throwing food (or anything else) away and so decided that
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Method
Heat oil in large saucepan and gently fry the curry powder
for 2-3 minutes.
Add chopped vegetables and apple, stir until well coated
with the curry then cover the pan and cook over a low heat,
shaking pan occasionally, for about 30 minutes until veg
have softened.
Add small amount of stock to loosen mixture and add
coconut milk. Cook for further 5 minutes.
Blend mixture then add half of remaining stock and blend
again.
Return mixture to pan and add in remaining stock. Bring to
the boil and adjust seasoning to taste.
Serve garnished with yogurt swirls dotted with truffle oil if
liked.
Heidi
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Jason Gough
computing services

Hardware - Software
Consultancy
Repairs - Installation - Support
For Business and Home users
Over 20 Year’s Experience in the IT Industry

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com

Berry’s

17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot and cold
meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes, children's menu.
Courtyard; fully licensed; dog-friendly; private room
for up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
Tripadvisor Travellers’ Choice* 2020
* in global top 10% of restaurants
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