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What’s Still On and Group Closures
in the Strettons in June
If you wish to make contact with societies and groups, please see the list in the yellow pages
The following is the latest information at
the time of going to press, regarding the
suspension of meetings/events in the light
of Covid-19. Please check websites where
appropriate to get updates. Events that are
continuing in some form are listed first:

Every Evening:

Night Prayer with Stretton Taizé

Listen each evening live at 8pm, with a
recorded repeat at 10pm: www.strettontaize.
org.uk

Every Friday:

Christian Meditation

Experience the ancient practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group.
Normal venue is URC Church Vestry, but
currently online only (Zoom).
Please contact John Dennison 722599
2.00 for 2.15pm start.

Every Week:

National Theatre at Home

National Theatre has announced the launch
of National Theatre At Home, an initiative
designed to allow audiences to continue to
see filmed live theatre.
Titles are free to stream and are available
for one week via the NT’s YouTube
channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/
ntdiscovertheatre

Amnesty International Group Meeting

Meetings are cancelled for the time being but
for any information ring Barbara Parnell 01694
720040 or email csamnesty@outlook.com
www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/church-stretton/
about

CS Bridge Club

Closed until further notice. Please check the
website for information:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton

CS Gardening Club

We hope the Autumn programme of speakers
will go ahead in September.
Until then, happy gardening and stay safe.
Contact: 723648

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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Activities suspended until further notice.
This affects the following regular What’s On
listings:
• Ancient Greek Study Group
• Latin Study Group
• Local and Family History Session
• Mayfair Time to Listen
• Reading Group
• Rhyme Time
• Sit and Knit
• Winter Talks
• Writers Groups
Although the library is closed, there is now a
‘Libraries from Home’ button on the website:
offering:
• Digital Skills, Children’s Learning, Children’s
Activities, Keeping Well, Discover, Love
Reading, e-library, Business Support and
Poetry on Loan.
Please check website for information:
www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries/

CS Teme Leisure Centre

Closed until further notice.
This affects WO listings:
• Badminton for All
• Japanese Taiko Drumming
• Strettons Table Tennis Group
• Three Touch Walking Football
Please check website for updates:
www.teme-leisure.co.uk

CS Town Council

The office is closed but the Council can be
contacted on 722113 or email reception@
churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
The Council is updating information
continuously on its website:
www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
There is also information on local food
delivery: www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/
covid-19/local/

Flicks in the Sticks

Arts Alive has cancelled all Flicks in the
Sticks events until September. This includes:
Acton Scott, All Stretton, Church Stretton
School and Hope Bowdler. Please check
website: www.artsalive.co.uk/

Hope Bowdler Handbell Ringers
Cancelled until further notice.
Contact: Ruth Jenkins: 724919

Knit and Natter at Berry’s

Our friendly knitting group will resume when
Berry’s reopens.
Information from Liz: 07971 289273

Ley Gardens

Community events suspended until further
notice. This includes:
• Joy Yoga/Joy Yoga Flow
• Knit and Natter
• Thursday Lunch Club

Long Mynd Camera Club

Autumn Programme planned from September
2020. In the meantime, check the website for
online activities:
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk

Marches Independent Photography (MIP)
Check website for future meetings:
mip.photium.com

Mayfair/Health & Wellbeing Centre

Closed to the general public until further
notice. This affects WO listings:
• Breathing Space
• Care and Share Group/Beacon
• Community Advice Surgery
• CS Country Market
• CS Marmaladies WI
• DEEP Dementia Social Group
• Hard of Hearing & Tinnitus Group
• Interdenominational Communion Service
• Parkinson’s UK - CS Support Group
• Quiz Nights with Ken Willis
• Shropshire Wildlife Trust
• Stretton Cancer Support Group
• Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
• Stretton Community Singers
• Stretton Traidcraft
• Stroke Support Group
• UNA Discussion Group
Please check website for updates:
www.mayfaircentre.org.uk/

Friends of CS Library

Stretton Focus
Website

Stretton Focus

CS Library

June AGM is cancelled. We hope to run a
series of poetry workshops in the Autumn,
plus a quiz, followed by our series of Winter
Talks. Website:
www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk.

June 2020
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What’s On continued
Parish Centre, St Laurence’s

Closed until further notice for any purpose
except for the Food Bank.
This affects WO listings:
• C.A.M.E.O. meetings
• Messy Church
• Mothers’ Union meetings
• Southern Cross Line Dance Class
• U3A Singing for Pleasure Group
Do check the website for updates and weekly
activities for the family:
www.strettonparish.org.uk

National Trust

NT houses, gardens, parks, cafes, shops, etc
are all closed until further notice. This of
course includes Carding Mill Valley car parks.
Please do not travel here. Website:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carding-mill-valleyand-the-long-mynd

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group
Activities suspended until at least 1st
September. Please check website:
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

Scrappies

Look out for our reopening updates on our
Facebook or website pages
Email: info@scrappies.org
Web: www.scrappies.org

SHI/Friday Night at the Horne

The SHI is closed to the public until further
notice. An Autumn programme of events
is being prepared. Check the website for
updates:
www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
This also affects WO regulars:
• CS Ballroom & Sequence Dance Club
• Yoga with David Hedge

Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch
Current events for June are on hold until
further notice. If able to go ahead please
watch out for posters and keep an eye on
Community Messaging.
Contact Wally Blake 01694 724040

Stretton Cancer Care Support Group

Meetings regretfully cancelled until further
notice. However committee members are very
willing to listen and offer support. Contact
numbers:
Lesley McIntyre 01694 723427
Roger Wilson 01694 722123

Strettons’ Classical Music Group Talks

Our popular music talks will hopefully resume
in September.
Contact: 0§694 724578

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice

All planned events have been cancelled but
we can be reached by phone on 07528 493181
or by email:
info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Tuesday Club

Closed until further notice.
Contact: Joy: 01694 723687

URC/URC Hall

Closed until further notice.
This affects WO listings:
• CS Area Local History Group
• Engaging Issues Talks
• Quiz Nights with Ken Willis
• Stretton Choral Society
• Tuesday Club
• U3A General meetings
• Yoga with David Hedge
Note: the Garden remains open.
For the latest community updates, consider
subscribing to The Strettons’ free community
messaging service:
communitymessaging@scrappies.org

Church Stretton Shopping and Meal Deliveries
Details correct at time of printing, but are subject to
change, sometimes without notice. For further details
please contact the individual business. For the latest
community updates, consider subscribing to The Strettons’
free community messaging service:
communitymessaging@scrappies.org

Shopping

Newsworld/ Mr Bun the Baker / Hough’s butchers /Co-op
A weekly order taken via Newsworld (01694 722120) that
incorporates these shops, they will also collect prescriptions,
delivery is free.
Entertaining Elephants – 01694 723922
Telephone orders or by email on a Monday, delivery available
but limited, entertainingelephants2020@gmail. com
Van-Doesburg’s – 01694 722867
Telephone orders taken each Monday and Friday – free
delivery, also on these days. Minimum order £20, usual
stock, plus frozen ready meals and cheeses.
Vindicus shopping delivery –
07848 911270 / 07588 959745
Orders taken from individual shops in Church Stretton /
Meole Brace, M&S and Boots only – there is a delivery
charge.

4
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Family Shopper – 01694 722661
Limited delivery at present which is a cash-only option.
John Thomas Florist – 01694 722194
Free delivery available (afternoon), pet supplies and bird
food. Indoor and outdoor plants including bedding plants
within the Strettons free of charge.
Funeral flowers only delivered to CS and CA undertakers –
limited choice of flowers available.
Co-op – 01694 723690
Limited delivery at present, customers encouraged to order
approximately 25 products but be aware that often favoured
brands aren’t always in stock (particularly jams/spreads and
cereals).
Bikold – 01584 877866
Free deliveries on Tuesdays and Fridays, has bulk dried and
chilled products (including frozen) but also sourcing smaller
ones. Orders approx. £50 if possible.
Hough and Sons – 01694 722386
Free meat delivery, order a day ahead, no minimum order
and wide delivery area but be discerning with this. On
delivery day you will be contacted to pay by card over the
telephone.

June 2020
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Oak Apple Catering/Cheese Nibbles – 01694 731305
Email: enquiries@oakapplecatering.co.uk or order through
website www.cheesenibbles.co.uk . Fruit or Veg box for £10
each or a mixed box for £15 should be enough for 1-2 people
for a week. Delivery usually 2-3 days after order.
Shepherd Hills – 01588 673812
Bread and cakes – no market stall, delivery on Thursday.
Burway Books – Tel 01694-723388
Email ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
Shop closed to the public to protect staff with health
conditions, but a member of staff will be there Monday Saturday to take orders by telephone or email. Will deliver
books locally or post them free of charge. If you wish to come
to the shop to collect, someone will hand your books to you
at the door. Payment in advance appreciated in order to keep
contact to a minimum.

Church Stretton Market

Fruit and vegetables: Billy and Michelle Simmons –
07773 580818
Open for business on the car park opposite the Co-op. Please
observe social distancing rules.
Fish: Paul and Samantha Owen – 07456 221662
You will be required to join the queue, keeping strict
distances and then, one by one, approach, select and purchase
your fish from the fish van. Payment will be by cash, so you
must wear gloves and put cash in an envelope.

Gardening and Hardware

Newsworld-Sandford Hardware – 01694 722120
Mynd DIY – 01694 724427
Open 9am – 1pm, free delivery within the area.
Rushmere Nurseries – 01746 780267
(Alec from the market) is planning to deliver bedding plants
from the middle of April.

Meal deliveries

The Station, Marshbrook – 01694 781208
Weekly delivery on a Friday (free), order to be in by 2pm
Thursday (day before) Menu varies weekly but will always
have individual portioned chilli/pie/lasagne/vegetarian
option/cottage pie for £4.50 approx. Family size meals
also available and varied prices. Food is packaged with

instructions for reheating and cooking and all suitable for
freezing.
The Yew Tree, All Stretton – 01694 328953
Free delivery from 5pm – varied menu, all meals £7 and
Sunday lunch £9.95 (if there is interest, they will provide a
cooked breakfast on a Saturday morning).
Berry’s Coffee House – 01694 724452
Saturday only, afternoon tea – cash on delivery, Cheese and
ham sandwiches £4, cream tea £6.
Bucks Head – 01694 328238
1.00 – 7.00pm daily, free delivery within a 4 mile radius.
Greek menu, varied prices.
Flamingo Café – 01694 724747
5.00 – 8.00pm minimum order £15.
Oak Apple Catering – 01694 731305
Ready meals, prepared an with detailed cooking instructions
£4.50 per portion. enquiries@oakapplecatering. co.uk;
website: www.oakapplecatering.co.uk
Netley Hall, Dorrington – 01743 718339
Email: theclocktower@netleyhall.com; operating 7 days a
week, 2 course meal £10, 3 courses £15.00. Free delivery
within 10 miles. www.clocktoweratnetley.com/takeaway
Ragleth Inn, Little Stretton – 01694 722711
Takeaway Sunday lunch, only. Two roasts plus choice of four
other dishes and a range of desserts.
Square Meals thru’ the Stretton Ale House –
07779 792543
Deliveries in the Strettons on Thursday, Friday and Saturday
evenings and Sunday lunch; meals and beer. Last orders
4.30pm for evening and 11.00 for Sunday. Payment by card
over the phone with order.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/strettonshropshire
Green Dragon – 01694 722925
Takeaways and deliveries. Varied menu of pub favourites.
4:00 – 9.00pm, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Free delivery
within a 3 mile radius.

D

espite the difficulties presented by the lockdown, the work of the
Steering Group is going on, by holding on-line meetings. Consultation
with sectors of the community is also continuing, and is helping us build
a more detailed and layered picture of concerns and aspirations. The big task will
be bringing all the various strands together in a meaningful whole.
In the meantime, we are very conscious that the current emergency is likely
to have long-lasting effects, in terms of both economics and attitudes. Building
sustainability and resilience will become even more important, and we will need
to take account of many changes in the final Plan.
Keep safe.
David Howard,Chair, CLP Steering Group

Stretton Focus

56 June 2020.indd 5

June 2020

5

14/05/2020 10:39

Mayfair News
Mayfair Launches Emergency Appeal
ayfair has responded to the Coronavirus Crisis
doing what we can to support the community
at this difficult time. As the buildings are closed,
we have lost the money we usually receive from charitable
activities, such as the cafes, room hire, exercise classes, the
shop, fundraising events, etc., and this is having a very
serious impact on our finances. Whilst we are doing all we
can to reduce costs, there are limits on what is achievable
in the short term. We need financial assistance to fill
this gap and also to help us prepare for the re-opening of
Mayfair and the ‘new’ types of support we may need to
provide for the community in the future. We will, of course,
continue to apply for grants where possible. But we are
now launching an Emergency Appeal asking for support
from the Church Stretton Community. If you feel you can
help invest in the future of our community with a donation
please visit our website: www.mayfaircentre.org.uk or ring
us on 01694 722077.

M

Mayfair continues its service in lockdown

Let’s celebrate all the fantastic, heart-warming things
happening in Church Stretton and the surrounding area as
we all work together to get through the most difficult time
most of us have ever known. The last few weeks have been
testing and troubling, but many people have done so many
things to lift us all. We’ve seen many acts of kindness which
unite us and make us stronger.

Shopping, prescriptions and essential appointments
We endeavour to keep our community safe and at home
and therefore we are able to offer, with other local providers,
a shopping service, prescription collection and transport for
essential appointments.
Ring and Ride is still in operation to be able to help
with these services alongside an army of fabulous volunteers.
People want to do something to help others, which is
fantastic. It’s so heart-warming the number of people who
have been in contact with us saying “I want to help”.

Telephone calls
People in our community look forward to receiving
telephone calls from our volunteers and staff. It’s a mood
booster and helps them feel more connected and less lonely.
We are trying to provide some positivity in a time that is
going to be terrible for a lot of people. It’s important that
people don’t feel vulnerable or isolated. We have been so
fortunate to have gained so many more volunteers who
are offering friendship, comfort and activities through
regular telephone calls. Added to that staff and volunteers
make sure they catch up weekly with our Beacon and 44B
clients and tenants by telephone and regularly send activity
resources to them.

6
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Thanks to Church Stretton Shopkeepers
We need to thank so many people for enabling food and
prescriptions to be delivered efficiently and cheerfully
during lockdown. Huge thanks to Bob Welch for his
tireless work, and the local shopkeepers deserve a massive
accolade for responding to the needs of so many who are
unable to leave their houses. Thanks to their initiatives
and a band of willing volunteers many people in Church
Stretton have had groceries, meat, bread and prescriptions
delivered regularly and with a smile.
Mayfair Meals
It has been four weeks since the government announced
the country would go into lockdown, meaning, for many,
complete self-isolation. This leaves the elderly and many
other ‘vulnerable’ groups unable to leave their homes, until
restrictions are lifted.
For those who are housebound, going about day-to-day
tasks like food shopping suddenly becomes a challenge.
Mayfair, with the help of Good Neighbours and many
volunteers, have been able to continue producing and
delivering meals to the elderly and numbers requiring this
service have increased. The service has changed somewhat
too and having more volunteers has allowed a little more
time to have a brief chat as well as deliver the meal. For
some this may be the only human contact they have.

Staff at Mayfair
The sign on the door may say we are ‘closed to the
public’ but there is still a little band of staff and
volunteers either working from the premises (two metres
apart of course) or from home. The benefits are that
we have become quite adept at video conferencing and
finding out about each other’s jobs.
The downside…………. We so miss many of our
volunteers who are seen as being in the ‘vulnerable
group’ (a term that many would dispute!), our regular
support and activity groups and all our members of the
community.
The place is very quiet without you all!

Mayfair Lottery
Results for April
£100

253

£50

544

£20

187

£10

79

The Peace of
Wild Things
This is one of my favourite poems and it feels
rather appropriate for these times.
I hope readers like it
When despair for the world grows in me,
and I wake in the night at the least sound
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,
I go and lie down where the wood drake
rests in his beauty on the water,
and the great heron feeds.
I come into the peace of wild things
who do not tax their lives with forethought
of grief. I come into the presence of still water,
and I feel above me the day-blind stars
waiting with their light. For a time
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.

The Scrappies Team hope that all our
members and customers are keeping safe and
well. We look forward to seeing you all again
in the not too distant future when you will
be able to replenish all the craft items you
have used during the lockdown!!

Wendell Berry

Stretton Focus
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URC Voice

Movie Quotes Quiz

Sailing forward

est your film quote knowledge by naming the movies
that feature these lines. Give yourself an extra point
if you can name the actor/character who speaks the
line.
Answers on page 55.

T

he practice of religion is built
on two ships, Worship and
Fellowship. These two vessels normally sail together
through the sea of life. Now storms have blown them apart
and, separated, their essential characteristics get highlighted.
Worship is at sea, moving into a new ocean. It has
moved out of buildings on to television and the internet.
The sight on the television news of a man in robes standing
in a kitchen talking about the incredible, could have come
out of Monty Python. There was the equally bizarre sight of
an old man blessing the world while standing in the largest
empty church in Europe. Celebrating worship at a distance
may be very pragmatic but it serves to highlight how odd
it can be. All sorts of people are pontificating through
YouTube and some no doubt are trying to build a personal
religious following, with all the dangers that implies.
The other ship, Fellowship, has docked and shared its
cargo. Fellowship has a core theme of ‘love thy neighbour’.
It is not policy from a government living in a fantasy world
distant from reality, but an intuitive command from within
which everyone tries to obey. At its peak is the self-sacrifice
of doctors, nurses and care givers, endlessly taking risks.
More mundanely it is seen in a food box on a doorstep, or
a donation to charity inspired by a centenarian walking his
garden. Again, technology and creativity have played a part.
They have brought orchestras and choirs together through
the use of mobile phones, and conferencing technology has
allowed the sharing of meals by Jewish families at Passover
and Moslems for Ramadan.
The uncertainty which the coronavirus has created for
us all is one of the biggest challenges most of us will ever
face. The structures in our life have disappeared; even life
itself is threatened, and we don’t know how to adjust. What
is more, the threat is going to continue for months, possibly
years, even when ‘lockdown’ is a distant memory.
What is clear is that things will have changed when a
new normality is established. It will be a new normality,
we should not doubt that. The two ships will reflect the
different experiences they had in this crisis and they will
not be the same. Will the expression of faith be different
when churches are open and we are back together? This is
another uncertainty to add to the challenges provided by the
emergency.
Uncertainty has been with us since time immemorial
and the response of individuals can inspire us. Historically
people have adapted and created structures for the
expression of faith which help them handle uncertainty. The
response of people with or without faith to this crisis has
been as inspiring as the responses of the past. In this time,
too, technology has come to the fore.
What will the future bring for the expression of faith?
Roger Wilson
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

‘Snakes! Why did it have to be snakes?’ (1981)
‘Infamy! Infamy! They’ve all got it in for me!’ (1964)
‘Roads? Where we’re going we don’t need roads.’ (1985)
‘I’ll have what she’s having.’ (1986)
‘If you build it, he will come.’ (1989)
‘I’m having an old friend for dinner.’ (1991)
‘You’re going to need a bigger boat.’ (1975)
‘Hang on a minute, lads. I’ve got a great idea.’ (1969)
‘I coulda had class. I coulda been a contender.’ (1954)
‘If you can’t say something nice, don’t say nothing at
all.’ (1942)
I’ll never let go. I promise.’ (1997)
‘First of all, I would like to make one thing clear. I
never explain anything.’ (1964)
‘He’s not the Messiah, he’s a very naughty boy!’ (1979)
Lawrence, we’re going to need considerably bigger
buns.’ (2003)
‘Here’s looking at you, kid.’ (1942)
‘I am serious. And don’t call me Shirley.’ (1980)
‘I’ve always wanted to see the Frontier.’ (1990)
‘My first day as a woman and I’m getting hot flashes.’
(1993)
‘To infinity and beyond!’ (1995)
‘I’ll be back.’ (1984)

Surveying Our Local Bird
Populations

O

ur Lapwing and Curlew survey has been
suspended for 2020, but many people see or
hear these birds on their own land, or when out
on their daily walk. We still want to try and work out
their population and distribution this year. So if you have
seen or heard any of these species from the beginning of
April until the end of July, please send in the details. A
big ‘thanks’ to the readers who have supplied information
so far about Dippers in the area and any further records
would be welcome.
All records to be sent to Leo Smith (leo@leosmith.org.uk,
01694 720296).

June 2020

Stretton Focus

14/05/2020 10:39

Roger Lucas
Painter
and
Decorator
4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk

01694 723237
07772 705856

Craven Arms 01588 672761
• Household Items
• DIY Goods
• Paint
• Key Cutting
• Electrical Goods
• Kitchen Ware
• Tools
• Wolf Tools
• Carpet Cleaner Hire
• Fertiliser and Compost
And much much more at our
hardware store

ANDREW WEBSTER

G. H. JONES & SON

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

Est. 1966

CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

PHILIP HOOPER
PIANO &
HARPSICHORD
TUNER

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

REPAIRS &
OVERHAULS
TEL:- 01694 724461

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

E. B. JONES
PAINTER & DECORATOR
35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010
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Recipes of the month
Lockdown in the kitchen (or Ways with
cheese!)

W

hilst recent weeks have been simply dreadful
and totally unimaginable just a few months ago,
I have found the culinary challenge of frugality
rather rewarding and planning has come to the fore in the
Heidi household as never before. Usually pretty good at
using everything up (I hate wasting food) this has been
taken to the next dimension recently.
Most of the following recipes can be adapted to what is
available and make the most of store cupboard ingredients. I
would add that this isn’t a menu plan, which would be very
unbalanced, but simply a selection of what’s been on the
table of late.
My heartfelt thanks must go to our fabulous local
retailers, food emporia of all types and volunteers who
were so very quick to mobilise and organise diverse
and very efficient delivery services such that we’ve
actually wanted for very little during lockdown. We’ve
eaten some slightly odd combinations at times but
never have we gone hungry.
I did find my fridge a little low last week and so whizzed
up some half and half pastry (adding some forgotten
buckwheat flour at the back of the cupboard) and created a
quiche so that three eggs would last the two of us for three
days! To the usual quiche ingredients I added some double
cream dregs, a knob of chorizo (quickly fried up first), half
a courgette (grated), mature cheddar and chives from the
garden. With this I served some coleslaw made with a grated
carrot, caraway seeds and finely chopped savoy cabbage
(because that’s what I had) and homemade crisps. Now
who knew that these are so easy to make or that one potato
would be sufficient for two people and, it felt just a little bit
naughty!

Method
Preheat oven to 220 deg C/fan 200
Slice the potatoes thinly. I used a cheese slicer but could use
veg peeler or food processor with slicing disc.
Toss in the oil and salt. I also added a little Chinese five
spice powder which worked quite well here.
Line a baking tray with parchment to prevent sticking and
spread crisps in a single layer.
Bake for 15-20 minutes until crisp. Season again lightly.
Spread out on a wire tray to ensure crispness.
You can obviously play with other seasonings here to taste.
Chilli, cumin, onion salt (in which case omit salt at end of
cooking) etc. and what about using other root veg? Over to
you.
A regular guest in our new, regular delivery of vegetables has
been half a butternut squash. I do
use these a lot but with a butternut mountain threatening
I trawled back through some old recipes and brought
this little beauty out again. I have to say this is possibly
the tastiest macaroni I’ve ever made, is lighter than its
more traditional relative and has the advantage of hiding
vegetables in a family favourite if needed.

Butternut macaroni cheese

Homemade, oven baked crisps
Serves 2 as
a side dish.
Ingredients
1 medium
potato –
scrubbed
but not
peeled
Olive oil
Salt and
pepper
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Serves 2
Ingredients
½ butternut squash – deseeded, peeled and chopped in large
chunks
2 tsp olive oil
1 onion finely chopped
125g macaroni
Handful sage leaves – torn finely (maximises flavour)
40g butter
40g plain flour
1 tsp English mustard powder
500ml milk
125g extra mature cheddar (or to taste)
30g fresh parmesan cheese finely grated

June 2020

Stretton Focus

14/05/2020 10:39

Recipes of the month
Method
Heat oven to 180 deg C/160 fan/gas 4.
Toss 2/3 butternut in olive oil, season and roast for 20 mins.
Place remaining butternut in dish with 50ml water and
microwave on high for 6-8 mins until tender. Or boil on
hob until just soft. Mash.
Meanwhile fry onion gently in small knob of butter until
softened.
Cook the macaroni in another pan according to packet.
Stir the sage leaves into the onions and cook for another
minute or so and then add remaining butter and once
a paste has formed add milk in small amounts stirring
between each addition to create smooth, thickened sauce.
Remove from the heat and stir in the mashed butternut,
most of the cheddar and half of the parmesan. Season to
taste.
Drain macaroni and stir into the sauce. Add the roasted
squash. Tip into baking dish and sprinkle remaining
cheeses on top. Bake for about 40 minutes until golden and
bubbling.
I’m now thinking this opens up possibilities for using
other root veg in a similar way and look forward to trialling
some variations soon. Chopped and fried chorizo or bacon
would be a good addition too.

Meanwhile heat oil and fry onions gently for 20 mins
stirring occasionally.
Grease baking sheet or line with parchment and roll out
pastry. Use large pastry cutter to cut 6 rounds or cut into 6
squares if making starters or 3 such shapes for main course.
Score gently about 1cm in from edge, not cutting right
through. Prick inside scoring with fork and brush edges
with milk or beaten egg.
Add walnuts and chives to onions and divide this between
your pastry shapes, keeping inside the scored edges.
Top with the cheese and bake for 12-15 minutes or until
cheese has melted and pastry is golden.
Serve with light salad garnish if starter or veg/coleslaw/
potatoes if main course.

Finding a roll of puff pastry in my freezer and leftover roast
chicken in the fridge, a chicken and leek pie was obviously
in order. However, this left me with some excess unused
pastry and so I dug out this super easy starter recipe of old,
and upsized it to become a main. The alcohol is obviously
optional but adds a lovely twist. I used rum this time (Mr
Heidi’s suggestion as cupboard was devoid of brandy) which
married very well with the onion. I was favouring port.

Crunchie Cream

W hilst attempting to eat healthily, I do have a sweet tooth.
This fabulous and ridiculously easy dessert recipe was given
to me back in my studying days by a farming friend. It’s a
huge family favourite and recipients struggle to guess the
ingredients without any clues. Some have spent years trying
to guess the ‘secret ingredient’ – of which there’s none
but the flavours are so much more than the components.
It doesn’t keep well so make no more than about 3 hours
ahead of eating.
Serves 4 (or just 1!)

Ingredients
300ml
double
cream
3 full sized
Crunchie
bars

Cheese and onion tartlets
Serves 6 as starter, 3 as a main
Ingredients

150g blue cheese of
choice
2 tbsp brandy (or rum,
see above)
2 tbsp olive oil
2–3 red onions, thinly
sliced – brown onions
work well too
375g puff pastry
Beaten egg or milk to
glaze
6 walnuts chopped
Chopped chives
Seasoning

Method
Crumble cheese into a small bowl, pour over alcohol.
Marinade for an hour or so.
Preheat oven 220 deg C/200 fan/gas 7
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Method
Whip cream until just holding its shape – don’t over whip;
softer is definitely better.
Bash up Crunchie bars – I usually leave these in their foil
wrappers and attack with a rolling pin/wooden spoon. Don’t
get too carried away – this is best with some large chunks in.
Tip into cream and fold in gently and allow flavours to
mingle.
That’s it! I was told when given this recipe that some alcohol
can be added (think whiskey, brandy or Cointreau maybe)
but have never personally felt the need.
Keep safe and well

Heidi
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Anglican Voice
So, what shall we do for our Holiday this year?
he word ‘Holiday’ is derived from the words ‘Holy
Days’. Holy Days began when God stated that His
people should work six days and then rest and keep
‘Holy’ the seventh day of the week. God wanted His people
to worship and take time with Him and rest with family
and friends. I believe that He knew what was good for us.
He also encouraged days to celebrate points of history,
e.g. Passover, Feast of Unleavened bread. He recognised that
we needed to have days to look forward to and share meals
together, hence feast days. These feasts were either a day or a
few days long.
We all like to have a holiday to look forward to. An
opportunity to have a change, a rest, see new places and
have fun (celebrate).
What can we do this year when it seems that holidays
have been cancelled due to the Corona pandemic? Maybe
we can learn from our children!?
Children like to use their imagination. Could we join
them? I have spent most of my life playing with children
(I’m a teacher who believes children learn best through play!)
and one of the things I enjoy about them is how they love
to enter the world of the ridiculous! It’s so much fun joining
in their games with them (if they allow it!) and being part of
their story. It’s not always easy to follow the sense in it but
who cares? Just go with the flow! Interjecting with the odd
idea of where we go next in their crazy world can be helpful
but only if they agree to it! Together you make the three little
pigs’ homes out of straw, sticks and bricks in a matter of
seconds (if only it was that simple in real life!) and have the
fun of being the nasty big bad wolf blowing the houses down
one by one (or maybe he doesn’t or does he?).

T

M

Returning to our cancelled summer
holiday, maybe we can learn from children that
we could create a holiday situation using our
imaginations! In our gardens (if we are lucky
enough to have one), or alternatively a room or
two in your home. maybe set up a kind of tent or caravan. If
you have a campervan in your drive, then use that! Pretend
and share meals together; use your imagination! We all have
happy memories of picnics shared with our family. Extend
that into a feast and celebrate a particular family interest,
e.g. a musical feast! Play Cliff Richard’s ‘We’re all going
on a Summer Holiday’ and then in between each course
each person sings or plays a favourite piece of music. Plan
a quiz together. End with a community singing or hymn
singing session playing percussion instruments, i.e. bashing
saucepan lids (rather like the Thursday evening ‘clapothon’),
or have a football feast in a similar way.
As with any holiday, it will take preparation. Make a
plan together. Hopefully everyone will join in by making
foods, crafts, pictures, collecting resources etc. Use your
imagination!
Adults, let go of total control and be silly; have fun
enjoying the things the children have planned! Learn new
ways to have fun at the same time as having a change from
the usual everyday things.
The point is, maybe we could go back to the idea of
‘Holy-days’ rather than an extended holiday away, this year,
and we might even end up valuing and treasuring those
memories in the future.
Sarah Robinson
Children and Young Families Worker, Stretton Parish

High Flight

any years ago I was on secondment to the United States Air Force, 20th Tactical Fighter Wing, at the High
Wycombe Air Base; a British civil servant among our Yankee guests. We were joined on staff by a young man
who had been invalided out of the RAF after a nasty accident, and head injury that left him with epilepsy. He
was unable to fly the jets he loved. He was with us only a short time and, after he’d left us, I was checking that his desk
was empty when I found a piece of paper in the top draw. It was a copy of the poem ‘High Flight’, by John Gillespie
McGee, a WWII pilot. It’s become my favourite poem and I’d like to share it with you. Some of you will, I’m sure,
already know it.

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth
and danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;
Sunward I’ve climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
of sun-split clouds – and done a hundred things
you have not dreamed of – wheeled and soared and swung,
high in the sunlit silence. Hov’ring there,
I’ve chased the shouting wind along and flung
my eager craft through footless halls of air…
Up, up the long, delirious burning blue
I’ve topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
where never lark, or even eagle flew –
and, while with silent, lifting mind I’ve trod
the high untrespassed sanctity of space,
put out my hand, and touched the face of God.
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WILLOWBATCH

SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP

CARDING MILL VALLEY
A ground floor, centrally
heated one bedroom self
catering apartment, set in
the beautiful surroundings
of Carding Mill Valley
100 yards past the
National Trust Pavilion.

JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

Please contact Don Rogers
for rates and availability
on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE
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Practical, No-nonsense, Planning and Building Advice!
Call for a friendly initial discussion regarding your project
Tel: 01694 720123
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
www.strataassociates.co.uk

HILARY'S CHILDCARE

Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated good, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk
14
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Church Stretton Rotarians Support Mayfair by Going
without their Dinner?
No – this is not in an attempt to lose weight, but to give
pounds that otherwise would have been spent on club
dinners twice a month. But with the arrival of coronavirus,
face to face meetings have been banned to comply with the
government instructions to stay at home, be safe and save
lives.
We are fully aware that the demand for delivery of meals
to the home is increasing week by week and thankfully
Mayfair are managing the situation by attracting additional
volunteer deliverers.
Rotary is recognised as an organisation that exists to
help struggling communities locally and internationally,
our motto is “Service above Self ”. Due to the impact of
Coronavirus our club was not able to organise fundraising
events or undertake street collections, so it was agreed that
we would look for donations from our members.
Yes – we did go without our dinner but more
importantly we are able to currently send £1,085 to Mayfair
as a contribution to help them to help people who are
struggling within our community.
Providing Eye Protection Visors
Our members and our communities are reminded daily
of the sacrifices that NHS personnel make due to the lack
of or poor quality of Personal Protective Equipment. The
frontline staff including consultants, doctors and nurses
are risking their lives every day to save others. But they are
not alone. We also have to consider porters and ambulance
drivers and for that matter all personnel working with
hospital staff.
Without the supply of Personal Protective Equipment,
specified and agreed with the NHS, patients will be at
greater risk due to lack of adequate protection and this is
unacceptable. A Royal College of Nursing survey found
staff have been asked to reuse single-use Personal Protective
Equipment. They are clear that this is unsafe and will not
provide adequate protection for both the user and patients.
BBC news reported that Dr Chaand Nagpaul, the
BMA’s Council Chairman, said “Doctors are facing heartbreaking decisions over whether to carry on without proper
protection”.
Rotary members decided that we needed to help and
have donated £400 to buy approximately 320 eye visors to
be delivered to Shrewsbury Hospital.
Clubs within our geographical area have currently
placed orders for 15,500 eye protection visors.
Rotary Clubs across the country are supporting their
local hospitals, health centres and care homes.
Vocational study exchange 2020-2021: Denmark
Vocational Service is how Rotarians use their professional
and business skills to help others. In particular they help
people at the start of their careers to achieve their career
aspirations. The Vocational Study Exchange programme
extends this by giving such people the opportunity to study
their chosen career in another country. It is open to nonRotarians. The people chosen to participate will be part of
a small team led by an experienced Rotarian. Since the start
of the programme, exchanges have taken place with Rotary
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Districts in Norway, Germany,
India and the Czech Republic.
The exchange is for two weeks.
Team members have to provide
health insurance but all other costs including flights are paid
for by Rotary. Danish Rotarians will provide Board and
Lodging

The 2018 team in the Czech Republic visit Olomuc
Cathedral between vocational visits
The 2019 team
exploring Finland
by bike. Vocational
experience
included a visit to
the Supreme Court
Benefits for team members
You will stay with one or more families in the exchange
destination. This will enable you to get to understand
that country’s culture and history as well as learning
how your chosen vocation is carried out. It will improve
your leadership and team building skills. The previous
participants have all returned with increased self-confidence.
Benefits for employers
Your employee will return knowing how your business
operates in another country. They will come back with
enhanced communication skills and self-confidence. There
will inevitably be a certain amount of kudos for your
business.
Team members must be:
• over 18
• employed or self-employed
• live or work in our local community
• demonstrate that you will benefit from the experience
• willing to attend about four Rotary meetings to give a
presentation about your experience when you return.
continued on next page
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Rotary News continued
“The VSE exchange was an experience I will truly cherish and
remember for years to come, and I’m sure my team members share the
same sentiments”.
Ritika Kandhari
Further details and application forms can be obtained by
contacting vse@d1210.org or Derek Smith (contact details
below).
Encouraging volunteers
The community spirit in Church Stretton encourages willing
volunteers to support those disadvantaged due to the impact of
Covid-19.
We are keen to attract members who want to get involved,
share our ethos of commitment and responsibility within the
local community and simply ‘want to give something back’.
Rotary is one of the world’s leading membership and
humanitarian service organisations, with 1.2 million members
in over 35,000 Rotary clubs in more than 200 countries.
Over a two-year period Rotary International have contributed
$143,000,000 towards the World Health Organisation.
Rotary members are People of Action, ready to turn their
ideas and vision into lasting change, by creating opportunities
and supporting those who need it most, often transforming their
lives. Where others see problems, Rotary members see solutions:
tapping into their professional skills, expertise and knowledge to
make a difference. People of Action use their time, energy and
passion to mobilise their communities to get the job done.
One of Rotary’s other leading commitments is to offer young
people the platforms and opportunities for them to unlock their
potential, develop their skills and broaden their horizons.
Rotary provides the opportunity to become an active
member within our community, meet new people, create new
friendships, all while having fun and making a difference.
Rotary Club of Church Stretton supports local communities
worldwide
We need new members to help us with the following tasks and
possibly identify new opportunities.
• Supporting our local schools
• Organising carols in the square
• Supporting Lingen Davies
• Supporting Hope House Children’s Hospice
• Supporting Mayfair Community Centre
• Supporting Air Ambulance
• Supporting overseas charities and disaster funds that include:
• Eradication of Polio
• Refurbished tools for African communities
• Australian fire disaster via Rotary Club of Adelaide
Within the last 12 months we have raised approximately £13,000
to support these projects.
If you would like to help or join us please contact Derek Smith,
Publicity and Membership Officer.
Phone: 01694 723189 Email: dereksmith42@hotmail.com
Derek Smith

16

56 June 2020.indd 13

I

Methodist Voice

f times were normal, on 25th of this
month some 150 Methodist ministers
would travel from all parts of the UK to Telford
International Centre, expecting to be joined two days
later by the same number of Methodist lay people.
Telford had been chosen as the venue for this year’s
Methodist Conference.
Conference is the governing body of the Methodist
Church and meets annually to discuss the life of the
church, the nation and the world and to plan suitable
action. All the business is conducted in an atmosphere
of Christian fellowship and each day begins with
an act of worship. Conference runs from Thursday
to Thursday. The main event on the Sunday is the
ordination of men and women as ministers or deacons;
ordinations in the British Methodist Church do not
take place at any other time.
This year some Conference business will be
conducted in a different way but some matters will be
delayed until June 2021. In common with all public
bodies, the churches are finding other ways to conduct
business – the ‘new normal’ method.
Locally during the pandemic, Methodist worship
material is delivered each week by e-mail, or with
printed material if more convenient. This includes
prayers, Bible reading and a reflection on the passage.
We are indebted to the person who has lovingly
collected and stored hundreds of hymns sung in our
church over the years. Listening to the hymns, some
people have enjoyed hearing well-known voices in the
congregation. While we are not meeting together, much
pastoral caring has been done by various technical
communication methods. Other local churches have
also devised their own methods of alternative worship
and caring.
All the churches have their own special features and
their own distinctive style of organisation. Even within
each church there are differences of emphasis but we
are united in acknowledging Jesus Christ as Lord. Just
as Jesus lived for others so Christian people live to serve
others. Archbishop William Temple said that the church
is the only organisation that exists for the benefit of
non-members. This common determination to serve
the wider community is a reason why we were so sad to
cancel the Good Friday procession. Normally all the local
churches unite together behind the cross to walk through
the town and hold a service of witness in the market
square. This year there was no gathering, no procession
and hardly anyone on the street to take notice.
When restrictions are lifted and we are able to
gather together Sunday by Sunday, will church life be
the same as before? Have we learned anything from the
present experience? I wonder.
Ruth Davies
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ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849

A. S. MORRIS & SON
Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
PRIVATE CHAPEL
Tel: Church Stretton 722876
NIGHT AND DAY
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Scout Group News

T

he lockdown ‘virtual Scouting’ has been
the order of the day nationwide and the
2nd Longmynd has taken advantage
of the hundreds of suggestions for The Great
Indoors provided by the Scout Association.
The Beaver Colony has been particularly busy
on badgework with preparations for the Cyclist
Badge as stay-at-home dads are coerced into
helping with bike maintenance and mothers
benefit from the Home Help Badge. Beaver
Leader Lena Roberts says that a popular badge is
the Home Cook with special baking days.
The Scout Troop has made virtual camping
into practical camping with many of the Scouts
setting up camp in their own gardens, some
electing to sleep ‘under the stars’ – without tents
and others taking part in the Little Brother
scheme whereby a younger sibling has to be introduced to
the skills of camping. A boon to overstretched mothers (the
scheme presumably includes little sisters). To add to their
total for the Nights Away Badge the rule was extended to
‘Sleep anywhere but in your own bed,’ which resulted in
some curious sleeping arrangements.
The Wednesday Cub Pack was busy training for badges
with Home Help, Safety, Animal Carer and Gardeners
being particularly popular.
When Chief Scout Bear Grylls appeared on the BBC’s
Big Night In and announced the Hike to the Moon project
– walking the equivalent of 240,000 donated miles – the
target was reached within two days and over £240,000
donated to Children in Need. The 2nd Longmynd is
continuing the project, helping us to get back to earth!
Fred Reeve
At the time Focus went to press it was not known if
the lockdown would be lifted but if it has these are the
meetings to be held in June. All are open to both boys and
girls and are held at the Group Headquarters in Church
Street,
Monday 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
Beaver Scout Colony. Ages 6 - 8
5.45pm - 6.45pm
Monday 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
Scout Troop. Ages 10 1/2 - 14½
7pm - 9pm
Monday 15th, 29th
Explorer Scout Unit. Ages 14 - 18
7pm - 9pm
Tuesday 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
Cub Scout Pack (Tues). Ages 8 - 10½
6.30pm - 8pm
Before the lockdown cubs of the Tuesday Pack doing their community
service by hedge planting at Munslow
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Wednesday 3rd, 10th, 17tth, 24th
Cub Scout Pack (Wed). Ages 8 - 10½
6.30pm - 8pm

June 2020

Stretton Focus

14/05/2020 10:39

LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201
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Theatre Streamings
while Church Stretton School is closed

F

rom the Royal Opera House, the National Theatre
and other theatre and cinema broadcasts we can
still offer audiences the best seat in the house, often
exclusive behind-the-scenes footage and interviews and a
theatre experience in the future.
We continue investigating if we can show previously
cancelled and scheduled screenings at later dates once our
theatre re-opens. We are not sure when our theatre will
re-open, but we want to be ready to reinstate the fantastic
theatre experience we have been providing.
In the meantime, remember that if you are missing your
opportunity to experience great theatre on our screen in
Church Stretton there is an opportunity to sample Theatre
at Home. Our partners at the National Theatre, the Royal
Opera House, the Royal Ballet, the Royal Shakespeare
Company and also streaming from Andrew Lloyd Webber`s
“The Shows Must Go On” continue to delight our
audiences in their homes during this period of confinement.
We have also been discussing with our partners what
might be available for us to screen once we re-open. In
addition to any titles from the National Theatre, the Royal
Opera House and the Royal Shakespeare Company we have
confirmation on our enquiries which include Dance and the
Musical Theatre Season as follows:

Riverdance: The 25th Anniversary. We have
been advised that this can be booked until
the end of July. If necessary, we will try to
extend that window.

Kinky Boots the Musical. We have
established that this will be available
to us from 31st July this year.

Matthew Bourne Ballet The Red Shoes.
There is a provisional date of Wednesday
30th September 2020, although we are
told that we can book until Thursday
8th October.
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Matthew Bourne Ballet The Car Man. Our
partners have the theatrical rights for this until
the end of October this year. So, we are hoping
it’s something we are able to schedule and show
before then.
Some great shows for our audiences to look forward to.
We will confirm dates for these screenings once we know
when our theatre will be open again. We will be updating
our email database as soon as we get further information.
So, we will continue to keep you informed.

We will continue to provide articles for Focus; post
on local and wider Facebook (for example you can visit
Church Stretton Buy and Sell; Church Stretton Friends,
Info and Advice and Church Stretton School’s Friends and
Supporters) and email to our database audience details of
these fantastic home and future theatre opportunities.
So if you would like to be included on our email
database to get early notices like this and information of
upcoming events (you can unsubscribe from this service at
any time) or if you require further information you can do
so by contacting Alan Fox at alandavidfox@live.co.uk or by
telephone on 01694 725588 or 07977 060303. We will be
happy to hear from you.
We have been delighted with the positive audience
feedback from the Theatre at Home streaming events. We
hope you continue to enjoy and we look forward to seeing
you at Church Stretton School Theatre when our screenings
resume.
On behalf of everyone at Church Stretton School
Theatre and Cinema teams, we sincerely thank you for your
continued support. Your valued support is a crucial part of
our success for which we and our partners are all extremely
grateful. Please continue to stay safe.
Alan Fox

Play readings in lockdown
(or, how to practice safe text)

B

y the time you read this, the Stretton Players should
So far we’ve read My Three
have recently finished performing their latest play
Angels, Hedda Gabler, The Lady
Back Dated, by Chris Niblock, but the lockdown
Killers, plus extracts from other
meant we didn’t even get to begin rehearsals in midplays, and are planning to read
March. The play has now tentatively been postponed
an adaptation of The 39 Steps
until November this year, although with the continued
which we hope to perform
uncertainty surrounding public gatherings who knows what later this year as a radio play. We’ve had a couple of quizzes,
might happen.
a talent night, plus two evenings where people simply
Everyone has had to adapt to the isolating existence that chatted about their experiences in amateur drama and what
was forced upon
motivated them to
us and, although
get involved. We
the sunshine has
even discovered that
been fabulous at
we have a television
times, there was
personality amongst
still something
us (albeit from a
vital missing for
while ago.)
those used to the
It’s been fun
interactions that
but let’s hope
come with group
we can return to
activities. So, could
performing properly
technology come to
for an appreciative
the rescue? A few of
audience very
us investigated the
soon. Life has its
The Lady Killers reading
possibilities, with
risks, but it really
mixed success, but
is no fun if you let
we eventually settled on Zoom which has allowed us to have the risks (intelligently managed) rule your life… just ask a
some fun with reading plays or simply having a group chat.
mountaineer!
John Avery
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Town Centre Road Use
ynwen Gott has responded to my letter, which raised
concerns about safety on Church Stretton High Street
and its inadequate pavements. I am aware that there
was a proposal for new traffic arrangements, made in 2010,
the results of which Mrs Gott’s argument relies upon.
The proposal was multi-itemised and included plans
to convert the Market Square parking into a combination
of loading bay (for delivery vehicles only) and a limited
number of short-term parking spaces; a coach drop off
point in the town; a one-way traffic system; a 20mph speed
limit; widening the pavement on the eastern side of the
High Street and installing a raised pedestrian crossing at the
junction of Easthope Road with Sandford Avenue. In total,
this was a radical proposal and I’m not surprised that so
many people took fright.
Professional pollsters are aware that the results of
petitions should be treated with caution. Much depends
on the style and emphasis of the question design; whether
signatories are fully cognisant of the details of the question;
whether they take time to consider their responses fully and/
or whether they might be reluctant to refuse to sign when
asked, especially when the request is made in public where
a refusal can be embarrassing. Moreover, only 150 people
returned feedback forms. Given the response rate to other
town surveys recently, this seems a low return signifying a
degree of ambivalence or, perhaps, confusion.
Taken as separate rather than connected issues, the
different proposals included in the 2010 plan might have
received different responses. For example, a partial one-way
system of only the High Street might allow a widening of
the pavement (thereby reducing the danger to pedestrians),
the continuation of street parking on the High Street and
Market Square and full market access. I realise that there
would be challenges for delivery drivers, but this can’t be
beyond the wit of man to resolve.
I came to Church Stretton from a similar small town
that had a similar dilemma. A simple one-way system pilot
scheme was introduced on one street that runs through the
centre of the town, even though a petition stated opposition
in exactly the same terms as the one here in the Strettons.
The change there took a bit of getting used to, but the
street concerned is now safer and retailers have thrived even
though more than half the parking is further from shops,
and is considerably more expensive, than it is in our town.
Since 2010, the amount of traffic through Church
Stretton has increased substantially and, with it, the risk
to High Street pedestrians – and especially those who use
mobility aids, who are often prohibited from using the
High Street at all by the difficulties of using the narrow
pavements. The Equalities Act (2010) makes indirect
discrimination (as well as direct) against people with all
kinds of disabilities illegal. One might consider that our
High Street is a form of indirect discrimination, which must
be corrected.
Surely, safety and compliance with legislation (if an
illegal situation is proven) have to be the deciding factors?
If you’re a driver, how would you handle the trauma of
injuring someone who stepped off the pavement into the
path of your car? If you’re a pedestrian, who would you

L
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blame if you were injured, having stepped off the pavement
without looking? Having had one narrow escape myself, it’s
not a situation I want to repeat.
Christine Williams

I

wouldn’t wish to be so discourteous as to compare
Michael Price’s letter in the May Stretton Focus to
‘Trumpian misinformation’, but I must point out that a
number of his ‘facts’ are just wrong. The petition to which
he refers was addressed to Shropshire County Council so,
as well as being unethical and illegal, it would have been
extraordinarily stupid to have submitted it under a false
Shropshire County Council logo as he claims.
The petition was organised by a group of residents and
business owners (roughly 50/50), of which Lynwen Gott
wasn’t in fact a member, since any reduction in parking
would pose significant problems for both town centre
residents and for people wanting to shop there.
Peter Tunnicliffe

I

would like to add my input to the discussion about
changes to the High Street to improve pedestrian access
and safety.
The impression I obtained from local people at the
time of the last public consultation was overwhelmingly in
favour of the proposed changes to improve pedestrian safety
and widen the pavement. I was surprised at the result of the
planning decision; subsequently talking to members of the
Shropshire Council planning committee indicated that the
misleading petition was the major factor in their decision.
I therefore obtained a copy of the survey from the
Council to judge whether the result was biased by the input
of non-residents.
When I discussed with various local residents who
had signed the petition as to why they felt they needed to
support the opposition to the scheme, they informed me
that the petition bearers had given the impression that all of
Church Stretton parking was at risk.
This survey was presented in a most misleading manner
to give the impression that all on-street parking in Church
Stretton was at risk, not just the short stretch in the High
Street required to widen the pavement. Indeed, the banner
promoting the opposition of certain shopkeepers was across
Sandford Avenue, not on the road actually affected.
I do believe that improving the pedestrian access along
the High Street would improve the shopping footfall for
local traders, which shows how a few self-centred shopkeepers have managed to shoot themselves in the feet. Surely
widening the pavement to ensure the safety of all pedestrians
(disabled, pushchair, wheelchair and mobility scooter users)
must be the first priority, with a consequential benefit of
increasing trade.
Joyce Hall
Stretton Races
was intrigued to see the Race Programme and letter from
Lesley Forbes in the May edition of Focus. Some months
ago the library Local and Family History volunteers
received a request (from outside Church Stretton) for
continued on page 24
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The Royal Oak is an ancient free house in a beautiful conservation
village, nestling at the foot of idyllic South Shropshire Hills. We serve
quality, homemade food lunch time and evening Tuesday to Sunday.
Five miles from Church Stretton – closer if you walk! Dog friendly.

01694 771266

www.at-the-oak.com

van

doesburg’s

gourmet food shop
ready meals • delicatessen • salads • pâtisserie
charcuterie • cheeses • sandwiches
wines • spirits
3 High Street, Church Stretton
Monday - Saturday 9.00 - 5.00
01694 722867 • www.vandoesburgs.co.uk

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554
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Berry’s

17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot
and cold meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes,
children's menu.
Courtyard, fully licensed: Private room for
up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence 2019
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Letters continued
information on the location of the aforesaid races. After much
research we were still not able to positively identify the site where
the races were held. When the library is able to re-open and we
have access to our files we can tell you what we found. However,
we also would be interested to learn if anyone does have more
information.
Sue Hird
Church Stretton Area Local History Group
A Mystery for our Readers
y father was Royal Marine John Jardine, who was
captured on the island of Crete in 1941. He served four
years as a POW and, like many men of his time, he
would never discuss this period of his life with the family. When
he died back in 2000 we thought that his story was lost forever.
However, we recently found a hidden box in the attic, which
contained all his military memorabilia. Included in this was a
notebook with a number of names and addresses for POWs that
he was with, and Albert Armitt was one of them.

M

Originally from Longsight, Manchester, research tells us
that after the war he married a Laura Cardoza in 1945 and
subsequently had two daughters; Suzanne and Diane. At some
point they moved to Shropshire, as we have discovered that Laura
Armitt died in Ludlow in 2002. Albert, then residing in Stretton
Farm Road, Church Stretton, died in 2008.
Our research also told us they were POWs at Stalag 18A near
Wolfsberg, Austria and also at a Workcamp 565/L which was a
farm in the village of Hausemannstatten near Graz.

My wife and I have recently visited the area as well as the
actual farm they laboured at under German Guard. The owner as
well as other locals remembered the POWs and were able to tell
us the whole story of this period. It transpires that Albert and my
father were good friends.
Naturally, we would love to try and trace the relatives/family
so we can share all we have learned. So it would be great if you
would be kind enough to help us.
Kindest regards.
Ian Jardine
ianjardine@mac.com
07979 592664
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Thank You
From Cancer Research UK
Over the past 18 years the annual Strawberry Cream
Tea has been the main fundraiser for the Church
Stretton Local Fundraising Community. The first
Cream Tea was held in 2002 at my home Clivedon,
Clive Avenue. We then moved to Essex Lodge, home
of the Crump family, in 2011. In 2002 we made a
profit of £817. By 2019, £2712 was the total raised.
Thank you to everyone who has supported us
over the years, helping us to raise many thousands of
pounds.
Come rain or shine, we have never had to cancel
until now. We had been hoping we might be able to
carry on, but in these uncertain times it is not possible.
However, we will be back and hope to see you all
again in 2021.
Susan Toghill
Chairman, CS Local Fundraising Committee
Cancer Research UK
Appreciation for Stretton Focus
As some of you will know I have been sending copy to
you for many years and I would like to thank everyone
within the organisation for their kind cooperation and
support.
We live in troubled times and now you have had
to resort to posting copies for which I am very grateful.
Your magazine provides Rotary and many other
charities with a shop window and has proved to be
invaluable.
Kind regards,
Derek Smith
I’ve enjoyed Stretton Focus since 1992 and always
find plenty in it of interest. However, the May issue
was a particularly good read. It’s probably a bit unwise
to pick out favourite pieces – at the risk of leaving
some out – but here goes!
Peter Toghill’s Church Stretton geology, Barrie
Raynor’s Long Mynd drovers’ routes and Debbie
Vivers’ bee articles were all exceptionally interesting. I
learnt a lot with no effort on my part (always a big
plus).
Of real practical interest: Behind the Counter,
Community Led Plan, CSTC Community Matters,
and Shopping and Meal Deliveries.
Student Journalists: always good to see these
thoughts of younger residents.
Many thanks again for all your hard work. My
husband and I really appreciate it.
All the best,
Judith Stone
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Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207
Stretton Focus
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Daily Briefing

Giggle Corner No 2

“My fellow bold Americans,
You’ve heard the news today.
We’re doing great, there’s nothing bad,
The deaths are all OK.

Sourced by Ken Willis

It’s just the fake news media
That cooks up all this bull.
The Covid Hoax is harmless
And the morgues a fraction full.
And if you get it bigly down
The left side like your mother,
Just make darn sure your left-hand lung
Is six feet from the other.
Tough Boris got it though, I guess,
The couple were expectant.
But if the kid has got it too,
Just feed it disinfectant.
Sure! Wishes mean a lot from me,
The greatest man on earth,
So cheers to Boris and the girl
Who watched him giving birth!
No time for any questions now,
They’re hostile and so bad.
The CNN, the New York Times
They say I’m raving mad.
But look at folks in Oregon:
They say it comes from space.
Six months ago a visit
From the aliens took place.
That’s why it’s called Coronaplague,
It comes from some Corona,
Brought here by extra-testicles:
Uranus is the owner.
I just blame those Chinese guys:
They wanted to infect us.
No matter they had thousands die
And shut down to protect us.

A wife is throwing a birthday party for her 60-year-old
husband.
“Is it a surprise?” asks her friend.
“Oh no,” says the wife, “he knows he’s going to be 60.
The teacher asks little Johnny what he wants to be when he
grows up.
Johnny: I want to be a lollipop man.
Teacher: Why that job?
Johnny: I won’t start work till I’m 65.
Teacher: Correct this sentence – “It was me that spilt the
milk.”
Pupil: “It wasn’t me that spilt the milk.”
When children ask embarrassing questions, invention is the
necessity of mother!
If your ship doesn’t come in – swim out to it.
There are more important things than money – the trouble is
they all cost money.
Hospitality is making your guests feel at home - even though
you wish they were.

Trivia Corner No 199
by Ken Willis
1. On which radio station is the Archers broadcast?
2. Who played Roberta in the Film The Railway
Children?
3. What are Maplins entertainment staff called?
4. On which TV channel were colour broadcasts first seen in
the UK?
5. Who won a BAFTA for his role in Lawrence of Arabia, but
not an Oscar?

You know, my friends, I am the king,
And what I say is true.
Just drink your bleach and bathe in sun,
That’s all you need to do.”
Thus spake the noble President
In shiny pants and vest.
It’s time that Sadiq Khan stood up
And took that IQ test.
And should the Mayor of London win
(Of which we’re all desirous),
The Office of The President
Will blame the ‘Chinese Virus’.
Photo: Barrie Raynor

G. Norman-Hoad, Little Stretton, May 2020
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PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com

Fitted Kitchens. Renovations. Home Extensions.
Roofing. Purpose-made Joinery.
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Corvedale from Upper Dinchope. Photo: Geoff Taylor

14/05/2020 10:39

Night Prayer
Maintaining an unbroken 1000-year tradition in Church Stretton

S

t Laurence Church, like all churches in the UK,
Night Prayer has been hosted by Rev’d Steve Johnson,
had to close its doors to worshippers in March
Rector of Stretton Parish, which includes St Laurence, and
because of the Coronavirus outbreak. Parts of the
Rev’d Caroline Windley. Guest speakers for Sunday worship
church building are
have included Canon
900 years old, and
Jonathan Mitchell,
records show that there
priest of St Milburga’s
has been a Christian
Roman Catholic
place of worship in
Church in the Strettons,
Church Stretton from
and Bishop Mike
before 1066.
Bourke, former bishop
So when lockdown
of Wolverhampton, now
threatened a break in
living in Little Stretton.
Rev’d Steve
the tradition of shared
Johnson said, “In this
evening prayer in
extraordinary period
the Strettons, a small
for our town and for
group of friends from
our nation, it has been
local churches got
a privilege to be part of
together to provide
the sustained rhythm
a daily act of prayer
of prayer for our
for the Strettons
community.”
through the medium
During Lockdown,
of the internet. The
Night Prayer with
Stretton Taizé channel
Stretton Taizé can be
has brought together
Home studio all set for worship
heard each night live at
people of various
8pm, with a recorded repeat at 10pm, at
denominations for shared prayer in their homes each
www.strettontaize.org.uk
evening.
Jo Aze, PA to the Rector, Stretton Parish

A New Economics?

I

t is remarkable how quickly the
prevailing economic rulebook (aka
‘neo-liberalism’) has been torn up
as we face the coronavirus emergency.
Money is now no object. Maybe it is to
do with the immediacy of the threat.
The climate emergency, though, is still there, and we
have only ten years both to prepare for the consequences
and to change our direction of travel. We need an
alternative economics. We must wean ourselves away
from our obsession with more of everything, which leads
to runaway climate change, loss of biodiversity, and very
unpleasant scenarios.
British economist Kate Raworth from Oxford
University’s Environmental Change Institute has such a
model. Her book Doughnut Economics explains how we
could and should strive for a balance between what we need
to lead a good life and what our earth can sustain. Business
as usual is not an option. It is a fascinating read, which
helps us to think differently about how we re-build in a
post-Covid-19 world.
If you want a brief introduction, have a look on-line at
the visuals: https://www.kateraworth.com/animations/
David Howard, Chair, Stretton Climate Care

30

56 June 2020.indd 22

What of the future for our climate?

W

ith so many of us (enjoying?)
much more time at home
during the enforced
lockdown, maybe now is a good time
to work out your own household
carbon footprint. Try logging on to
https://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx. This is
an easy to use carbon calculator which looks at all aspects
of the carbon implications of our lifestyles. With air and
road travel severely curtailed and much of heavy industry
on hold, worldwide carbon emissions have dropped by
something like 8% and air pollution in many cities has
dramatically improved. When life gets back to some
semblance of normality, will those emissions leap back up
again or will the world take advantage of the once in a life
time chance to rethink? Will each country become more
self-sufficient, will we all travel less, will we buy more homegrown and less imported out of season food? Will Heathrow
need that third runway, will we need to widen even more of
our motorways? Much of the answer will depend on how we
as individuals behave once the pandemic is over.
Jon Cooke, Publicity Officer, Stretton Climate Care
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A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
Locally based
Plumber and Builder

General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Local Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Extensions,
Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk
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JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry

Paul Tinsley Builder

Carpentry • Bathrooms
Interior Tiling • Kitchens
General Repairs and Maintenance
for Home and Garden

No job too big, fast response, highest standards

For a free Fixed Price Quotation,
call

Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF

01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999

PAUL FORRESTER

Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrave ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Paving ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938
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Staying in the Strettons
Mynd House B&B on the Hill

L

iz Main was brought up in Shropshire and she
introduced her Canadian husband, Jeff, to Church
Stretton so that he could see where so many of her
family memories had been made. His reaction, as they drove
through Little Stretton, was “Why aren’t we living here?
This is perfect.”
Living in London at the time, they’d been thinking of
a career change for a number of years and running a B&B
ticked all of their ‘must have’ boxes. When Mynd House,
in Little Stretton, came up for sale, a viewing was arranged
for when Liz and Jeff were visiting family in the area. That
was in February 2017. By August the deal was done and the
couple moved into ‘Mynd House Bed and Breakfast on the
Hill’, their newly branded business.
Mynd House has eight en-suite guest rooms, seven of
which have views of the hills and one that overlooks the
gardens, and each room has a name that celebrates the local
area.
A B&B of this size needs a considerable effort in order
to maintain its high standards, and so Liz and Jeff have help
from local people, some to serve at breakfast and some to
service rooms.
Liz said “Thankfully, we haven’t had any serious
complaints from our guests, only trivial ones such as a
blown bulb or a guest not being able to find a hair dryer.
We welcome feedback on any aspect of our operation as it
brings to our attention the things we need to know, and
which help us improve our service.”
I asked where the challenges of running a hospitality
business such as this were. Liz said “You have to think
laterally, multi-task and be tolerant of people. There’s a
lot more to it than just bed and breakfast. Unlike a home,
B&Bs have so much footfall that they need constant upkeep
to ensure they look immaculate. You’re never off duty and
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you have to be up early and you work until late at night.
But you do get a bit of time in the middle of the day to do
other things and we can’t imagine doing anything else now.
Then there are visitors from overseas – we’ve
had 11 different nationalities, so far – to
whom our language and food might be
unfamiliar.” Clearly then, running a B&B
isn’t for the faint-hearted.
Sometimes, however, funny things
happen, too. One morning there was a stuffed
monkey hanging from the branches of the
large monkey puzzle tree in the front garden,
much to the amusement of local residents
and guests. The perpetrator of the felony
confessed and has been granted anonymity.
At the time of writing this article, the
UK is in lockdown because of Covid-19, and
tourism is at a standstill. Liz said “This is a
hard time for everyone and we are hopeful
that we will be able to keep Mynd House
going, as we have worked far too hard for
this to end. We hope that the warm and
welcoming people here will help us to begin
again as soon as we can, and look forward to
welcoming their friends and families to stay
with us when they visit.”
Christine Williams
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Photos by Peter Steggles
Keen local amateur photographer Peter Steggles has been regaling us with some delightful scenes to showcase the seasonal
essence of winter and spring in the Shropshire countryside around Rushbury.
Do let us have a few of your best efforts!

Top left: At Stoneacton, March.
[Donald Rump closes his shed to
foreigners? Ed.]
Top: Crab apple blossom, April
Above: Near Rushbury, January
Left: Near Ticklerton, March
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Above: Cherry blossom at Rushbury Church
Top right: Easter in Rushbury
Right: Tidy-up at Rushbury Village Hall, organised by
the Millennium Green Committee
Below right: The clouds have it, April
Below: Fritillaries in Millennium Wood, April

Stretton Focus

56 June 2020.indd 25

June 2020

35

14/05/2020 10:39

Coppice Leasowes
Your Local Nature Reserve

food for a range of birds and invertebrates. The wood, also known
as Primrose Wood, owes its variety of species to its underlying
geology and an outcrop of Wenlock limestone can still be seen.
The site is owned by the Town Council with a working
group advising on its management. Work is undertaken
by volunteers and the Council’s outdoor staff. Contractors
are employed for specialised tasks such as hedge laying and
tree surgery. A five year management plan outlines the site’s
objectives and how these might be achieved; an annual work
plan sets out the tasks for the forthcoming year.
Coppice Leasowes has been kept open by the Town
Council for exercise and enjoyment during this time of Covid19 and social distancing providing an ideal place to take your
daily exercise. So why not pay it a visit?
The Tree Group has proposed a guided walk with Janet
Martin and Dr Ian Dormor (both have been involved with
the management of the site for many years) around Coppice
Leasowes scheduled for Saturday 20th June at 2.00pm. With
physical distancing and current restrictions this seems unlikely
now to take place until later in the year.
Hilary Hymas

C

oppice Leasowes is located to the north of
the town park and straddles the A49. It can
be reached from Watling Street North or
through the park or from Essex Road, with care
taken when crossing the railway line. Paths take you
round the site and its range of habitats – grassland,
streams, mature deciduous woodland, hedges and
a wetland area – enabling enjoyment of its many
species of wildlife and interesting geology.
The grasslands on either side of the A49 vary in
character with the eastern side containing summer
flowering herbaceous species and a range of grasses
whilst to the west is wetland pasture. Open areas
of water can also be found here with dragonflies,
mallards and heron often spotted.
The semi-natural woodland on the eastern side
of the reserve contains ancient woodland indicator
species such as dog violets, wood anemone and dog’s
mercury. Mature oaks and brambles provide cover and

Gardening Club
Some thoughts

2020 has already been an odd year in anyone’s books, not least
gardeners’. We started out with rain in biblical proportions, and
I bet most of us thought we’d never have to water again, and
our bulbs would be rotting in the ground.
Then, just before our February meeting we sadly lost Len, our
Chairman, and before we could have our next meeting it became
apparent that we would be locking down so we took the decision to
cancel it. Since then we have, indeed, locked down and I, like many
others, took to the greenhouse and set about planting all the seeds I’d
somehow accumulated, organizing where to put them all in the face
of very little frost but bitingly cold winds.
April somehow turned into June with clear blue skies
and hardly a con-trail in sight and, when the arctic winds
eventually dropped, gloriously warm days, a godsend to
everyone locked in. My seeds went into overdrive and then
came the dilemma of whether to harden them off and let them
brave the great outdoors so early in the season.

36

56 June 2020.indd 26

Sadly the spring show bit the dust, and the decision to cancel
all the garden trips was taken and Wendy kindly phoned round to
let people know. The fate of the summer show is as yet unknown,
but it seems unlikely to happen. Covid-19 is an unknown
quantity and, having faced lockdown once, no-one is anxious to
repeat the performance. We do not know if it is truly subsiding or
whether we will get a second wave.
We hope the autumn programme of speakers will proceed
in September and possibly we might manage a late garden visit,
but unless the return to ‘normality’ is quicker than most expect,
it seems that the August show will be a casualty along with so
many other fixtures.
So, we can look forward to a ‘virtual’ Chelsea flower show,
runner beans who-knows-when and, hopefully, the re-opening
of our garden centres which could have done so well out of
this enforced lay-off and many of whom may never recover.
We hope to see Alec back on the market soon too. Until then,
happy gardening and stay safe.
Sue Forster
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Church Stretton
Taxis
Mervyn Price
Local pick-ups, Long or
short runs, Airport transfers.
Any job considered.

Call 07487 650889
Email: mervprice@
btinternet.com
www.churchstrettontaxi.com

To advertise here,
please contact our
Advertising Manager at:
adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk
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Historic Church Stretton

Harry Boulton standing in front of his shop in the 1940s

H

arry Boulton’s fishmonger and poulterer
business moved to 7-11 High Street about 1922
having been at the rear of the present Sandford
Hardware in Sandford Avenue from about 1909. In later
years he ran it with his two sons Bob and Harry. Like

Harry Boulton’s Morris van. Note his telephone number
Church Stretton 12!
similar establishments he would have drawn his supplies
from local farmers. Scenes like the above photograph
were commonplace outside game and poultry dealers’
premises, particularly at Christmas time. Note how much
care was taken with the display, starting at the top with
small bunches of mistletoe, then lines of game birds and
chickens to lines of turkeys and other birds at the bottom.
Modern health regulations mean that such displays will
never be seen again. His shop extended over what is now
Commercial Cameras and The Prolific Crafter shops.
Barrie Raynor and Tony Crowe

Photo taken about 1937 with Harry Boulton and his staff
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Jason Gough
computing services

Hardware - Software
Consultancy
Repairs - Installation - Support
For Business and Home users
Over 20 Year’s Experience in the IT Industry

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com
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A

Film and TV in Shropshire

ccording to the Daily Telegraph, Shropshire is one of
the top 10 destinations in the UK for film and TV
programme makers. To those of us who live in this
beautiful county, with its unspoilt villages and sense of
history, this doesn’t come as a surprise. Here is just a small
selection of the films, dramas and factual productions made
here that you might know.
Acton Scott Historic Working Farm has been the setting
for the Victorian Farm TV programmes. Only two series of
six parts each were made, beginning with filming in 2008.
The first series aired in January 2009 on BBC2. The show
recreated everyday life on a farm in Shropshire in the mid19th century, using authentic replica equipment, machinery
and clothing, original cooking recipes and reconstructed
building techniques. The series was one of BBC2’s biggest
hits, with audiences of up to 3.8 million per episode. A
three-part follow-up series, Victorian Farm Christmas, was
produced in 2009.
Victorian Farm was so successful that another follow-up
series, the reality show Escape in Time presented by Ben
Fogle, in which families become Victorian farmers, was
commissioned. Participants were challenged to learn the
traditional skills of our farming ancestors, competing against
each other in daily and weekly challenges. It aired from 5
July 2010.

Stokesay Court: location for the movie, Atonement
Stokesay Court near Onibury was used to represent
the home of the fictional Tallis family in the wartime 2007
Oscar winning film Atonement, which was adapted from Ian
McEwen’s novel of the same name. At the end of the film
there is a big scene in which all the extras, many of whom
were residents from the local area, appeared together. Sadly
the scene ended up on the cutting room floor when the
scriptwriters changed the ending of the story.
The 2007 Hollywood thriller Straightheads, starred
Gillian Anderson and Danny Dyer as a couple who plot
to murder their attackers, was predominantly shot around
Bridgnorth, Mawley Hall and Cleobury Mortimer, Kinlet
and the Wyre Forest.
Psychic medium Derek Acorah visited Shrewsbury in
2005 as part of the paranormal investigation series, Most
Haunted. In one episode, Derek and his team spent the
evening at the reputedly haunted Fitz Manor in Montford
Bridge, the village which is the site of Thomas Telford’s first
bridge design.
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Although most of the 2005 blockbuster remake of
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe was filmed in Auckland, New Zealand and the
Czech Republic, Highley Station on the Severn Valley
Railway was used to film some of the railway scenes.
Different parts of the Severn Valley Railway have been used
as sets in over 15 films, 35 TV dramas and dozens of factual,
reality and news programmes.
Green Green Grass was the hit BBC television series that
followed Only Fools and Horses’ shifty car salesman Boycie
and his wife Marlene as they swapped life in Peckham
to begin again in rural Shropshire. Aired in September
2005, the series was based, and filmed, almost entirely in
Ratlinghope.
In October 2004, presenter Tony Robinson and his
team took part in an archaeological dig of the grounds
around historic Bridgnorth Castle for the Time Team
series. The writer and historian David Starkey filmed at
Ludlow Castle to illustrate part of his 2001 documentary
series The Six Wives of Henry VIII. Parts of his subsequent
series Monarchy with David Starkey also featured the castle.
Clockwise, a 1986 comedy about the hilarious
consequences of being late, starred John Cleese as a school
headmaster trying to get to a teaching conference. Much
of the movie was filmed in the West Midlands, but it also
featured Shrewsbury and Much Wenlock.
In a 1985 two-part episode of the Doctor Who series,
entitled The Mark of the Rani, and starring Colin Baker and
Nicola Bryant, who played Peri, found themselves on the
receiving end of an evil Time Lord. Both episodes were shot
at the Blists Hill Open Air Museum in Ironbridge.
The 1984 version of A Christmas Carol, starred George
C. Scott. Considered by many to be the definitive cinematic
adaptation of the Dickens novel, it was filmed entirely in
Shrewsbury. Most of the market scenes are set in the town’s
main Square or around the Royal Infirmary building, while
Ebenezer Scrooge’s house is in the Claremont area of town,
near the Quarry Park.
The ruggedly beautiful backdrop of the Stiperstones
provided an ideal setting for the 1950 film Gone to Earth,
which told the story of a rich landowner who falls in love
with a gypsy. Almost all the film was shot around Much
Wenlock – where many local people were recruited as
extras, the racecourse at Eyton, Longnor Hall near Church
Stretton, Pontesford Hill, Snailbeach and the Devil’s Chair,
where the gypsy cast her spell.
Gone to Earth was based on the 1917 novel of the same
name by Shropshire author Mary Webb. The choir from
the Much Wenlock Methodist church appeared in the film.
When director Michael Powell heard them sing, he thought
they weren’t ragged enough to portray a choir of country
folk. They corrected him quickly with “But we are country
folk, Mr. Powell”.
Sources include: Wikipedia, British Council, Trip Advisor,
Shropshire Star, Visit Britain and www.localityonline.com.
Christine Williams
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Murder at Longden – Last Public Hanging in Shropshire

T

he UK’s penultimate public hanging was held at
Shrewsbury Gaol on April 9th 1868, when John
Mapp, aged 35, a Longden resident, was hanged for
the murder of 9-year-old Catherine Lewis.
Catherine spent the afternoon of Sunday 22nd

Catherine’s father, John Lewis, found his daughter’s
body in an old hovel after following drag marks on the
ground. Her throat had been cut and her shawl had been
stuffed into her mouth. John Mapp came under suspicion
when a patch of blood, covered over with manure, was
found near the holly bush
where Catherine’s hat had been
found. When Mapp’s home was
searched, a brooch belonging to
Catherine’s step-mother – the
brooch that had been pinned to
Catherine’s shawl – was found in
his coat pocket. A bloodstained
knife was also found, as were
bloodstains on his clothing.
Found guilty of Catherine’s
rape and murder he made a
full and detailed confession to
murder on the evening of his
execution, although he refused to
admit to rape.
Contemporary drawings of Mapp and Catherine
Mapp was hanged by
executioner William Calcraft,
December 1867 at the Longden home of her friend, Ann
on the gatehouse roof of Shrewsbury Gaol, as an
Davies. At 7.30pm that evening Catherine, Ann Davies and estimated 5,000 people watched. Calcraft made the usual
Mary Hartshorn left the chapel on Longden Road after the
preparations but, just as Mapp fell, he turned his head
service, where 35-year-old John Mapp had also been in the
and displaced the noose so that the eyelet was under his
congregation. Mapp was a farm labourer who had already
chin. He died of strangulation, rather than of a broken
served a sentence of transportation to Australia for assault.
neck, after struggling for some time.
After saying goodnight to Ann and Mary, Catherine
Executions in England were public spectacles until
began her walk home, at Longden Common, along which
1868, and often attracted large crowds. Calcraft was one
route she would have crossed with Mapp on Long Lane.
of the most prolific of British executioners who, in his
On the Monday morning, Mapp was spreading manure 45-year career, was estimated to have carried out 450
on a field where John Aston, a 16-year-old waggoner, was
executions. He carried out the last public execution in the
ploughing. While they were eating lunch, Aston found
UK, also in 1868, as well as the first private execution in
a bloodstained black straw hat stuffed into a holly bush
that same year.
and hung it by the entrance of the field. Mary Hartshorn
Researched from shropshirehistory.com.
recognised it and, having asked around the village, found
Christine Williams
that Catherine had not returned home the previous evening.

S

hropshire Libraries are still closed to the public at the
moment to keep you and the staff safe at this time.
We have as a service been working hard behind
the scenes and while we can’t open our doors there is plenty
available online through our Shropshire libraries website.
There is now a new button on the website ‘Libraries from
Home’ offering:
Digital Skills, Children’s Learning, Children’s Activities,
Keeping Well, Discover, Love reading, e-library, Business
Support and Poetry on loan.
You can still sign up to the library using the website and
access all the e-library materials.
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More for Children: This year it’s all change, and the
Reading agency are looking to start the Summer reading
challenge early, aiming for the beginning of June – Please
keep an eye out for more information on the library website
and your emails.
Sign up to the updates through email to keep yourselves
updated on activities and how things are changing with the
service.
We at Church Stretton library hope you are well and
keeping safe.
We miss our customers and look forward to being able
to offer some sort of book service as soon as possible.
Alexis Seaborne
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Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Built In/Freestanding
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
Over 35 yrs experience is our quality fitting guarantee
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations
We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
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Charles
Ephraim

Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

WHEATLEY ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONTRACTOR
INSPECTION & TEST PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING
LANDLORD'S INSPECTION & CERTIFICATION
NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS REWIRES
UPDATING OF CONSUMER UNITS (FUSEBOARDS)
SHOWERS EXTRA SOCKETS SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

51 HIGH STREET, CHURCH STRETTON
TEL: 01694 328305 MOBILE: 07939 571201
EMAIL:
PETEWHEATLEY@
HOTMAIL.CO.UK
ELECSA REG NO: EPP34178

BURWAY
BOOKS

for BOOKS and MAPS

Our delightful bookshop stocks a huge variety of
adult and children’s titles and if you can’t see what
you want on the shelves we can normally get it for
you within 24-48 hours.
Our knowledgeable booksellers are here to help you.
See our website for news of book groups and
author events www.burwaybooks.co.uk
(NB we do not stock second-hand books)
18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’d Steve Johnson (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services
Holy Communion (a quiet reflective service) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 am
Morning Worship
Holy Communion every Sunday, except Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Refreshments in Parish Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20 until 11.05 am
Informal Service (Communion on 4th Sunday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.15 am
All ages 1st Sunday; children go out to groups other Sundays
Crèche facilities provided with this service every Sunday
Groups for children and youth groups on all but 1st Sunday, when all ages stay together
Evening Worship. (On 4th Sunday Holy Communion with special prayers for Healing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Hot Chocolate Club - For all pupils in Church Stretton School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mondays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Oasis - For pupils in years 7-9 in Church Stretton School who would like to explore faith. Tuesdays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Youthzone - Sunday mornings during 11.05 service for 11-16yrs (except 1st Sunday in month); Meet in Church
Young people (11+): Contact the Office on 724224 or Sally Clilverd: sally@strettonparish.org.uk
Weekday Activities: Many house groups and activities are held throughout the week. Contact the Parish Office
for details or see church notice boards or leaflets in church.
Thursdays: Holy Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.30 am
All Saints, Little Stretton. A traditional Sunday Service is held each Sunday
Week 1:
Evening Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 pm
Weeks 2, 4 and 5: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
Week 3:
Morning Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
St Michael’s & All Angels, All Stretton (Local Ecumenical Partnership with URC) Contact: 724224
Sunday Services
Week 1: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 2: Holy Communion (Anglican)
10.30 am
Week 3: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 4: Holy Communion (URC)
10.30 am
Week 5: Holy Communion (Traditional Anglican)
10.30 am
The Parish Office is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday
Secretary: Jo Aze. Email: office@strettonparish.org.uk
METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’d David Lavender (Tel: 07968 093608)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall bookings: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Service
10.30 am
Weekday Activities: Mondays: Craft and Conversation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00am - 12.00noon
2nd Tuesday in month: Wives and Friends group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays: Prayer Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.30 - 2.00pm
Wednesdays: Network . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays: Babies and toddlers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 am
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Co-clerks: Lesley Richards and Charles West (Tel: 722068)
Email: csqm@gorswen.co.uk
Sundays: Meetings for Worship in the Silvester Horne Committee Room; Children on 4th Sunday in month . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups please telephone the Clerks.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jonathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Email: stmilburga@gmail.com
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Saturday:
Evening Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9.30.
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (vacant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activity Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Church Contact: Tel: 722123; Email: urcchurchstretton@gmail.com; Room hire: Tel: 722092
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Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
Allotment Gardens Association
All Stretton Village Hall
All Stretton History Society
All Stretton Village Society
Alzheimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group
Ancient Greek Study Group
Archers, Long Mynd
Army Cadet Force, Longmynd Valley
Arthritis Support Group
ArtsAlive (Church Stretton)
Arts Festival, Church Stretton & South Shropshire
Badminton Club (Monday 8-10pm)
Badminton Club (Junior and Adult, Wednesday)
Beacon (Activities and Care at Mayfair)
Books (Mayfair Shop)
Book Sales (Mayfair/Rotary)
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Probus
Bowling Club, Indoor
Bowling Club, Ladies’
Breathing Space (Singing for health and wellbeing)
Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall)
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Brownies, Church Stretton
Busy Bees Preschool
Camera Club, Long Mynd
Cancer Research UK
Cancer Support Group, Stretton
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton
Chess Club, Church Stretton
Choral Society, Stretton
Churches Together
Church Stretton School Theatre
Citizens Advice Bureau
Civic Society, The Strettons
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
Climate Care, Stretton
Country Market (ex WI)
Credit Union
Cricket Club
Croquet Club
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Tuesday Pack)
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Wednesday Pack)
Darts, Church Stretton and District League
Dementia Carers’ Support
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur
Explorer Scouts
Extend (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair
Fitness Instructor
Fitness for the Young at Heart
Flicks in the Sticks (All Stretton)
Flicks in the Sticks (Church Stretton)
Football Club, Church Stretton Town
Football Club, Magpies (5-16 years old)
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Friends of Church Stretton Library
Gardening Club, Acton Scott
Gardening Club, Church Stretton & District
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd
Golf Club
Good Neighbours Care Group
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton
Hockey Club, Stretton Juniors (5-15 years old)
Hope Bowdler Hand Bell Ringers
Horse Show, Church Stretton
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire
Inner Wheel Club, Church Stretton
Judo, Junior
Karate Club
Keep Fit, Stretton
Languages Group
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group
Line Dancing
Lions Club, Middle Marches
Local History Group
Long Mynd Adventure Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle
Masonic Lodge (Caer Caradoc)
Masonic Lodge (Longmynd)
Maysi Project
Methodist Church Network Group
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Music: Strettons Classical Music Group
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch
Parish Paths Partnership
Parkinson’s UK
Photography, Marches Independent
Pilates (exercise)
Pride of Place, Church Stretton
Probus, Strettondale
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton
RAF Roundel Club
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Alan Mileson
723999
Liz Cinnamon
07790 527673
Ruth Grafton
723187
Caroline Crump
723283
Jackie Pennington
722077
Barbara Parnell
720040
David Langslow
723538
Sue Williamson
722767
Sgt Grey
Ann Bednall
724804
Michael Walker
720132
Gloria Carter
724106
Mike Rounsefell
724162
Alan Fox
725588
Joy King
722077
Tony Crowe
723292
Sue Hird
724235
Glyn Morgan
722388
Alan Mileson
723999
Mrs M Paine
722489
Kate Buttolph
720358
Dom Wilson
723128
Lynn Townsend
722667
Judy Russell
724056
Church Stretton School
722209
Amanda Page
Sue Toghill
722713
Lesley McIntyre
723427
Stuart Wright
722237
Tom Williamson
722767
Ru Trew
724297
Lesley Richards
722068
Alan Fox
725588
c/o Mayfair
722077
Charles Simmonds
724117
John Brewer
722965
David Howard
722904
Ann Lloyd
07889 143057
c/o Mayfair
722077
Todd Cornehls
07807 160860
Fane Conant
722610
Jane Wrench
723923
Andrew Spurling
723429
Mark Davies (Verd)
07588 517955
Emma Wilde
01743 341800
Martin Salisbury
723253
Eric Huff
723706
Angie Walshaw
723477
Nicola Daniels
722077
Pam Allsop
723899
Pam Allsop
723899
Kate Latchford
723378
Eric and Lesley Brown
724330
Nick Cole
724362
07816 686139
Martin Watts
723543
Sheila Davies
723455
Terri Clegg
781572
Evelyn Dapling
723648
Office
01588 650206
James Townsend
722281
Office
724242
Jane Hurst
771622
Martin Watts
723543
Ruth Jenkins
724919
Sarah Davies
771370
Canon Noel Beattie
725530
Anne Tipper
771808
Roger Houston
01743 358415
Dave Shephard
724212
Lisa Ryan
751369
David Langslow
723538
Dave Bishop
Brian Dawson
Madeline Haigh
Peter Jenkins
Graham Williams
Charles Hennell
Janet Williams
Stella Jandrell
Diana Coles
Barbara Hall
David John
John Goyne
Heather Broughton
Geoff Taylor
Sandra Liebrecht
Trevor Halsey
Alan Stockbridge
Alison Bradley
Tim Goodwin
John L Davies

07527 264846
01584 831508
723627
724919
07852 961675
07939 109726
01584 856716
722077
724531
723548
724578
724772
723914
01743 718174
723301
781660
722317
722138
720392
724703

amileson@lineone.net
www.allstrettonvillagehall.org.uk
janegra@waitrose.com
carolinecrump68@icloud.com
[Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org
stretlang@gmail.com
sue@chelmickforge.co.uk
gwab25@gmail.com
fontenay1@btinternet.com
carter555@f2s.com
midiblue@tiscali.co.uk
alandavidfox@live.co.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
smhird@btinternet.com
crocrus2@tiscali.co.uk
amileson@lineone.net
kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
davejudy1@googlemail.com
secretary@longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
susantoghill@outlook.com
tswilliamson337@gmail.com
strettonchoral@gmail.com; www.strettonchoral.org.uk
or 07977 060303; alandavidfox@live.co.uk
(Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
candp.simmonds@googlemail.com
or (01694) 731274
(Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
toddcornehls@hotmail.com
fanesue@aol.com; www.churchstrettoncroquet.org.uk
janewrench2@gmail.com
aspurling@btinternet.com
verddavies72@gmail.com
mail@plush-hill.co.uk
angiewalshaw@hotmail.com
[Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
terri@artsalive.co.uk
ec.brown@btinternet.com
nick@eloc.eclipse.co.uk
enquiries@csmfc.co.uk
contact@redrovers.org.uk
www.strettonlibraryfriends.org.uk
actonscottgc@gmail.com
evedapling@waitrose.com
office@midlandgliding.club
secretary@churchstrettongolfclub.co.uk
janehurst77@hotmail.co.uk
mlwatts@yahoo.co.uk
daviesblackhurst@aol.com
anne.tipper@gmail.com
RogerHoustonJudo@aol.com
daveshepard1379@gmail.com
stretlang@gmail.com
borderwomen.net
southerncrossldc@gmail.com
thefirs38@btinternet.com
csalhg@outlook.com
freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton
caercaradoclodge@gmail.com
charles@hennell.net; www.longmyndlodge.org.uk
information@mayfaircentre.org.uk
daj1956scp@btinternet.com
dalison@hotmail.co.uk
johngoyne@btinternet.com
parky@twood.net
gtaylor.photo@btinternet,com
selenaorme@yahoo.co.uk
trevorhalsey@btinternet.com
alan.stockbridge@btinternet.com
www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
tmgdwn@gmail.com
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Rainbows, Church Stretton
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group
Rangers (Girl Guides) Church Stretton Group
Readers Group at the Library
RNLI
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Royal British Legion
Rugby Club, Church Stretton Samurai
Rushbury and Cardington WI
Save the Children
Scottish Dancers, Stretton
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group
Scrappies - Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore
Shropshire Strummers
Singers, The More Singers
Singers, Stretton Community
Soaring Association, Long Mynd (model gliders)
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Stepping Stones Nursery
Stretton Players
Stroke Group, Church Stretton and District
Swing Band, Stretton
Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Table Tennis, Leebotwood
Table Tennis, Rushbury
T’ai Chi
Taiko Drumming
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd
Teme Leisure
Tennis Club
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Thursday Lunch Club (Ley Gardens)
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)
Tree Group, Church Stretton
Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton
United Nations Association, C S Branch
University of the Third Age (U3A)
Upright and Active (falls prevention strength & balance)
Walking for Health
Walking Football
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Women’s Group, Church Stretton 1990
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Women’s Institute, All Stretton
Yoga (Mayfair)
Youth @ St Laurence’s

Mary Procter
Darren
Ana Ireland
Felicity
Brian Bradley
Len Bolton
Les Mackey
Martyn Longhurst
Kaye Smith
Ann Hurst
David Thomas
Terry Davies

723469
07837 021138
723390
722535
722138
724579
724992

771554
771622
722107
723477
328508
Adrian Thomas
724657
Deborah Croom-Johnson 07495 112795
Kate Buttolph
07974 382989
Tim Goodwin
720392
Tim Dunn
01588 672919
Anne Arkwright
722341
Simon Cleaton
07510 390981
Hilary Parker
723419
Jamie Wrench
723923
Leisure Centre
720051
Will Priestley
724223
Ian Pennington
771410
Marc Lacey
722077
James Barrow
720169
Jo Lendon
01743 369787
Sue Wells
720051
Claire Hatfield
720123
Jenny or Graham Heath
722216
Margaret Hamer
722407
Maureen Clow
722000
Hilary Hymas
723208
Liz Evans
328612
Ruth Davies
724304
Lesley Brown
724330
c/o Mayfair
722077
Nicola Daniels
722077
Ken Willis
328514
Penny Bienz
724853
Wally Blake
724040
Jaki Moores
722940
Carol Greswell
07803 581580
Kaye Smith
771554
Heather Hathaway
722537
c/o Mayfair
722077
Sally Clilverd
724224

mgprocter@btinternet.com
anaireland001@gmail.com
churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
b.glenmoar@gmail.com
len_bolton100@btinternet.com
sulesmackey@btinternet.com
martynlonghurst@hotmail.com
ann.hurst46@gmail.com
mrterrydavies@hotmail.com
info@scrappies.org
adrianuke@googlemail.com
Annturner512@hotmail.com
kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
info@lmsa.org.uk www.lmsa.org.uk
coaching@longmynd.org
strettonplayers@gmail.com
jamie.wrench@lineone.net
ianpennington133@btinternet.com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
James@taikowest.com
jolendon@hotmail.co.uk
info@teme-leisure.co.uk
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
heath@knollcrest.co.uk; strettontheatreandconcert.net
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)
hilaryhymas7@gmail.com
daviescs@btinternet.com
u3asites.org.uk/churchstretton/contact
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
gordonwillis@go-plus.net
sacwg@shropscwgs.org.uk
ganjax@btinternet.com
marmaladieswi@gmail.com
kayerubetta.smith@btinternet.com
allstrettonwi@gmail.com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
sally@strettonparish.org.uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.co.uk

Church Stretton Town Councillors

Town Clerk: Danny Chetwood RFO: Beverley Clarke Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm and 2.00 - 4.30pm
Council Office: 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY. Tel: 722113, Fax: 723608. email: secretary@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
South Ward
North Ward
Little Stretton Ward
Mark Morris
722741
David Wilks
723139 Mike Walker (Deputy Mayor) 720132
Hilary Claytonsmith 781666
Michael Braid
723364 Colin Carson
722784
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 Bob Welch (Mayor)
722998 All Stretton Ward
Hilary Luff
724270
Nicola Carter
07581 300498 Richard Hickman
722006 or 07944 505146
Lyn Antill
07734 294909
Sandra Baker
724394
Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
David Evans
01588 672179
email: david.evans@shropshire.gov.uk
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 email: Lee.chapman@shropshire.gov.uk, Leechapman.cstc@gmail.com (for CS tc business)
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StettonDale Local Joint Committee (Details pending)
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekdays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre
Church Stretton School
722209
appointments and general enquiries 722127
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
out of hours
111
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
NHS Choices
111
Church Stretton Library
722535
Ring and Ride
720025
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Local Police Team Message Service (not to be used for crime or emergencies): 01743 264773 or csca.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT): Inspector Nicola Roberts [223695]: Tel 101 ext 4630; Sergeant Kapil Pindoria [21284]: Tel 101 ext 66601
Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs):
Lisa Thomas [226064]: 07870 163208; David Baron [226417]: 07870 163156; Julia St-John Martin [224002]: 07870 163199
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111. Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone service there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering
Accountants and Bookkeeping
James, Holyoak & Parker ......... 14
RLW Accountants ..................... 14
Architects, Town Planning
Christopher Roscoe Assocs ..... 14
Strata Associates ...................... 14

Cleaning and House Care
Cleanrite Services .................... 13
In Depth Cleaning ..................... 13
Shaw Clean .............................. 13
Shropshire Sweep .................... 13
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 13
Stretton Cleaning ...................... 13
Clocks and Fine Art Restoration
Stretton Fine Art Restoration .... 43

Bathrooms
see Kitchens, Bathrooms

Clothes
Entertaining Elephants ............. 23

Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty

Coaches
Caradoc Coaches ..................... 37

Bed & Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B&B, Self Catering

Community Centre
Mayfair ...................................... 17

Bookshop
Burway Books........................... 44

Computing, Graphic and Web
Design
Jason Gough ............................ 40
Nic Sansom .............................. 40
Stretton Internet ........................ 40
Webbex Technical Services ...... 40

Builders, Plant & Equipment
A J Lewis-Price ......................... 32
A Morgan .................................. 31
A P Property Services............... 31
A.2.Z Construction .................... 27
Ben Homden............................. 31
David Spencer .......................... 27
E J & G J Groom ...................... 32
Farmer Plant Services .............. 31
Gary Paris................................. 31
Joe Drury .................................. 27
John Hammond ........................ 32
K J Morris ................................. 31
Mark Terry................................. 27
Morris Maintenance .................. 31
Paul Tinsley .............................. 32
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Ryder Home Improvements...... 31
Sherratt Builders ....................... 32
SMM ......................................... 31
Town & Country Roofing ........... 27
Cafés
see Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Calor Gas
A & B Smith .............................. 43
Cards and Gifts
Entertaining Elephants ............. 23
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 40
Care - Homes and At Home
Bluebird Care............................ 19
Morris Care ............................... 19
Carpenters & Joiners
E J & G J Groom ...................... 32
J R Callwood ............................ 32
John Hammond ........................ 32
Mark Terry................................. 27
Paul Forrester ........................... 32

Cycle Repairs
Go Cycling ................................ 49
Decorators
see Painters, Decorators
DIY & Hardware
Cyril Bason Hardware................. 9
Stretton DIY ................................ 9
The Door Knocker Company ...... 9
Domestic Appliances & Repairs
A & B Smith .............................. 43
Continental Fireplaces .............. 43
Norman Jones .......................... 43
Electrical Services, Lighting
Boxall’s Electrician.................... 44
Charles Ephraim ....................... 44
M C Electrical ........................... 44
Stephen Morgan ....................... 44
Wheatley Electrical ................... 44
Estate Agents
Howie Kent ............................... 39
Miller Evans .............................. 39
Wrights Estate Agents .............. 39
Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts........................... 25
Crown Wealth Management ..... 25
NFU Mutual .............................. 14
Philippa Gee ............................. 25
Wrights Yorkshire Building Soc. 25

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Integral Gardens ....................... 56
John Stephens Services ........... 56
Keith Warrington ....................... 56
Kevin Fryer ............................... 56
Paul Forrester ........................... 32
Paul Tinsley .............................. 32
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Shropshire Lawn Co ................. 56
Stretton DIY ................................ 9
Tidy Garden .............................. 56
Town & Country Roofing ........... 27
Unique Landscapes .................. 56
Garden Machinery
Newington Garage.................... 37
Stretton DIY ................................ 9
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony’s Hair Studio ............... 37
Health & Beauty Clinic .............. 52
Kate Schenk ............................. 37
Middletons ................................ 37
Shampers ................................. 37
Health, Therapies
see also Chiropodists &
Physiotherapists
Amanda Bedding ...................... 52
Birch Tree Reflexology ............. 52
Bodylogic Mobile Massage ....... 52
Cate Gowlett ............................. 52
Mandy Mason ........................... 52
Mayfair ...................................... 17
Will Southee ............................. 52
Hobbies
Burway Books........................... 44
Debbie Cawte ........................... 23
Philip Hooper ............................ 23
Sparkle Balloons....................... 44
The Prolific Crafter.................... 43
Home & Garden
Sparkle Balloons....................... 44
The Garden Room .................... 44
The Prolific Crafter.................... 43
Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets .......................... 43
Louise Watney .......................... 43
Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Eaton Manor ............................. 13
Mynd House ............................. 13
Willowbatch .............................. 13
House and Garden Clearance
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Insurance
see Financial Services, Insurance

Florist
John R Thomas ........................ 44

Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, Keep Fit

Carpets
Abbey Carpets .......................... 43

Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants ............. 23
van doesburg’s ......................... 23

Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care

Catteries and Kennels
see Pet Food, Pet Care

Funeral Director
A S Morris and Son................... 17

Chemist
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 49

Furniture Restoration
J R Callwood ............................ 32

Child Care
Hilary’s Childcare...................... 14

Garage Services
Burway Garage......................... 37
Central Garage ......................... 37
MOT Clinic ................................ 37

Chiropodists
Caroline Crump ........................ 49
Crown Podiatry ......................... 49
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Garden Design, Services,
Supplies
Ben Carter ................................ 56
Ben Homden............................. 31
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 56
Farmer Plant Services .............. 31

Outdoor Clothing and
Equipment
The Outdoor Depot ................... 49
Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster ......................... 9
D R Tipton................................... 9
E B Jones ................................... 9
G H Jones & Son ........................ 9
Paul Forrester ........................... 32
Roger Lucas ............................... 9
Pest Control
Chris Sansom ........................... 56
Keith Warrington ....................... 56
Pet Food and Pet Care
John R Thomas ........................ 44
Netley Kennels ......................... 25
Pharmacy
Hillside Pharmacy ..................... 49
Physiotherapists
Chris Turner .............................. 49
Marion Murdoch........................ 49
Physio Pilates ........................... 49
Piano Tuner and Repairs
Philip Hooper ............................ 23
Plumbers, Heating
A P Property Services............... 31
Gary Paris................................. 31
Homefix .................................... 17
J Morris ..................................... 19
John Hammond ........................ 32
K & J Davies Gas Services....... 17
Lee Brown ................................ 19
Morris Maintenance .................. 31
Peter Floyd ............................... 17
Ryder Home Improvements...... 31
SMM ......................................... 31
Whitfield Plumbing .................... 19
Whiting Heating ........................ 17
Printing, Copying, Photo
Products
Craven Design & Print .............. 40
Marshbrook Print ...................... 40
Stretton Print & Supplies .......... 40
Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry’s ...................................... 23
Royal Oak, Cardington ............. 23
The Loft .................................... 23
Shopping Services
Vindicus .................................... 23
Skip Hire
John Stephens Services ........... 56
Peter Tip’s Tipper...................... 27
Solicitors
FBC Manby Bowdler................. 39
PCB Solicitors........................... 39

Kitchens, Bathrooms
A J Lewis-Price ......................... 32
A.2.Z Construction .................... 27
Homefix .................................... 17
John Hammond ........................ 32
Lee Brown ................................ 19
Mark Terry................................. 27
Paul Forrester ........................... 32
Ryder Home Improvements...... 31
SMM ......................................... 31

Storage
Craven Self-Storage ................. 23
Self-Storage Containers ........... 23

Logs & Charcoal
Kevin Fryer ............................... 56

Tree Surgery
Church Stretton Tree Surgery... 56

Mobility
Stretton Mobility Store .............. 17

Watches, Batteries, Straps
The Outdoor Depot ................... 49

Sweep
Shropshire Sweep .................... 13
Stanton Sweeps ....................... 13
Taxi
Church Stretton Taxis ............... 37

Window Cleaning
Handyman Services ................. 13
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Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.
Registered with the H.P.C.

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
REFLEX THERAPIST
"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

HILLSIDE PHARMACY
R.E. & C.O. ALMAN MPS
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements

CAROLINE CRUMP
S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST
Private Consultations
and Home Visits
ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283

Stretton Focus

56 Adverts 2020.indd 17

June 2020

49

10/05/2020 15:58

Bilberry Bumblebee in Your Ga

S

pring 2020 has been
a good season for
bumblebees. Perhaps you
were able to observe queen
bumblebees foraging in your
garden during our warm April,
gathering pollen and nectar
stores that are essential for
establishing a successful nest.
Many of you will be
Photo: Steven Falk
aware that a new project was
planned for this year to map the distribution of the bilberry
bumblebee on the Long Mynd, a collaboration between
the National Trust, the Stepping Stones Project and the
Bumblebee Conservation Trust. The bilberry bumblebee
is a rare gem found locally on the dry heath of the Long
Mynd. In fact, its Latin name, Bombus monticola, refers to
its preference for a mountain habitat. The spring queen
specialises in bilberry flowers and the new queens emerging
in August depend upon the heather.
So of course, you won’t see one in your garden. Or
could you? As many beekeepers know, there is often a
foraging gap during the season between the spring and
summer flowers. For a honey bee this is easily weathered as
the size of the colony and the extent of their stores means
starvation can normally be avoided. Not so for a bumblebee.
A bilberry bumblebee colony may only number 50 workers
and at a critical time for the success of the nest, there is
no time for rest. This means they have to search for other
flowers, maybe in your garden.
We know where the bilberries and heather are located
on the Long Mynd, but we do not know where the bilberry
bumblebee goes during the nectar gap. They have been
recorded on thistles, clovers, bramble, thyme, raspberry,
foxglove and wild roses. Perhaps you have some of these in
your garden? So, although the Bumblebees on the Mynd
project has been suspended, you are in an ideal position to
contribute sightings from your garden.
If you live in the Strettons, the Stiperstones or the
villages in between, we need your help. The map below
shows the key hotspots based on anecdotal evidence that the
bilberry bumblebee can fly up to 250m from the nest site.

If you live, or know someone who lives in the highlighted
areas, you are in an ideal location. Please take a look in
your garden and send us your results.
As far as I know, this type of research has not been
attempted before. Since there is no documented evidence
for how far the bilberry bumblebee will fly from the heath,
anyone living in the general area is invited to participate.
Who knows, we may discover something new and
unexpected?
Here’s how you can help. During June and July 2020,
as often as you can, take an amble around your garden
looking for bumblebees. Any dry, warm and calm day will
do; bumblebees are well adapted to the cold. Once you feel
confident, try to look at the colours on the bumblebee’s
body. What you are looking for is a smaller bumblebee
with more than half the lower body (abdomen) covered
with orange-red hairs. You can request a project sheet,
Bilberry Bumblebee in your Garden, to help you and there
is plenty of information on the Bumblebee Conservation
Trust website, www.bumblebeebconservation.org.
Remember, the red-tailed bumblebee male is very similar
to our bee, so be observant.
Bilberry bumblebee worker, Bombus monticola

Red-tailed bumblebee male, Bombus lapidarius
Photos: Steven Falk
Map credit Charlie Bell
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our Garden

A Quaker Voice

Eureka! If you spot a bilberry bumblebee please tell us
by sending an email to bumblebeesonthemynd@gmail.com.
We need to know the date and your location. Ideally, you
will also tell us which flower the bumblebee was visiting and
most importantly, send us a photograph.
Your Ordnance Survey grid reference is the best location
to give us, but please don’t worry, your post code, street
name or just a description will do.
Photographs can be tricky, but don’t let this put you off.
They are the best tool we have for positive identification.
If you are sure you have seen a bilberry bumblebee and
don’t manage a photo, do still tell us. If you can take a
photograph, keep your distance, as you can use zoom later
to get a better look. Another trick is to take a video and
then choose the best screen shot. For more tips see www.
bumblebeeconservation.org/using-photographs-for-id/

Early bumblebee worker – Bombus pratorum
Photo: Geoff Taylor
The Early bumblebee is another red-tailed bumblebee
found on the Long Mynd. The photograph clearly shows
the whole body from above with the distinctive red tip
covering less than one quarter of the lower body. The yellow
band behind the head and below the wings can also be seen.
This is the UK’s smallest bumblebee, so showing the whole
flower in the frame helps estimate the size too.
There are many beautiful bumblebees that visit our
gardens, so have fun identifying them all. If you find a new
passion, then maybe consider setting up your own bee walk
by going to https://www.beewalk.org.uk/
This piece of work is an opportunity to contribute to
our knowledge of the bilberry bumblebee. It has never been
done before and there is very little information anyway
about where this bumblebee goes when it leaves the dry
heath. Recruit your neighbours, teach your children and let
us complete one of the few wildlife surveys happening this
year. It will make a genuine contribution to the conservation
of this rare local gem in 2021.
Debbie Vivers
bumblebeesonthemynd@gmail.com
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L

ike many groups, Quaker meetings have
migrated online. This is happening not
only for Meetings for Worship, but also social chitchat and business meetings – known formally as Meetings
for Worship for Business. It is not possible or comfortable
for everybody to operate in this way, and some Quakers are
joining in with our worship just sitting quietly in their own
home.
I feel I have got better at meeting for worship on line.
Partly it’s a question of feeling more comfortable using the
technology; it doesn’t take up the brain space it used to in
order to work out how to operate the system, so I am better
able to concentrate on the task in hand. But there is also an
element of learning to worship – specifically to worship –
in this way. When I first attended meeting for worship as
a student I thought Quaker worship was wonderful. I felt
at home. But I realise that 40-something years later I have
learnt more about Quaker worship. I have got better at it.
It’s like that with worshipping on line . . . I’ve got better at
it.
There are different schools of thought. There are
Quakers who think that we have got to keep going as best
we can, which means that we need to use tools like Zoom
to continue with all the things that need doing to ‘keep
the show on the road’. In this way of thinking, it is better
to do what you can by having ‘virtual’ meetings than to
stop altogether. I am one of those. I feel as if we are at least
carrying things until we can meet in person again (whenever
that is). Others feel that what happens with a group of
Friends on line is not worship. But if it’s not worship, then
our way of doing business is not valid either. We have to just
wait until things can get back to something approaching the
old sort of normal. So a choice here – do we carry on, or do
we stop?
Sometimes when I go to a non-Quaker traditional
church service I get overwhelmed by all the words. I find
myself wanting the words to stop, to leave more time for
silence. I catch myself thinking, “This isn’t worship.” Then I
have to correct myself. I may not be good at worshipping in
this way, but other people are. My lack of skill at this kind
of worship doesn’t invalidate the worship; the problem is
with me, not with what is happening around me.
There is a tendency to regard with suspicion things
which are not familiar. A story recorded in George Fox’s
journal tells of people meeting in a chapel, watching him
through the windows speaking to a large crowd on the
mountainside. As he put it, “The steeple house and the
ground whereon it stood were no more holy than that
mountain.” In a similar way, gathering in a meeting house
is no more holy than gathering on line. The spirit is not
constrained by walls or physical proximity.
Lesley Richards
Editor’s note: The Quaker Voice published in May’s edition
of Focus attributed the article incorrectly to Sally Gillions. In
fact the article was written by Rach Braybrooke.
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certified Fitness Instructor

Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
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Friends of Church Stretton Library: Latest news
Annual Accounts
e made a total profit of £11,479.36 for the
financial year April 2019 to end of March 2020
This was a brilliant start, especially as we did not
start our fund raising until June after setting up Friends of
Church Stretton Library and becoming registered as a charity.
However, we need to take into account that £1,809.48
of this income was carried over from previous years when we
were operating as Church Stretton Library Support Group.
We also received two very generous donations of £500 from
two local residents to help us with start-up costs.
After consulting with library staff, we purchased three
banners to advertise exhibitions taking place in the library,
five small tables and new kitchen equipment to be used for
events. We also helped subsidise some of the children’s events
at the library.

W

Future funding of the library
Discussions have been taking place between Shropshire
Libraries Service and the Town Council about funding of the
library over the next five years.
Shropshire Council are asking the Town Council to
contribute increasing amounts each year until eventually
they are contributing 50% of the running costs. Friends of
Church Stretton Library are being asked to help the Town
Council cover this.
These amounts will raise challenges for both ourselves
and the Town Council in future years as these amounts
increase.
Shropshire Council are asking the Town Council to
contribute £12,625 towards the running costs of the library
in 2021/2022. We have agreed to contribute £5,000 from
this year’s income to go towards this.
We had set a target to raise £10,000 in 2020/2021, so
we could increase our contribution to the Town Council for
2022/2023.
However, like many other charities, we now expect a
reduced income in 2020/2021 as we have had to cancel
planned fund-raising activities because of coronavirus.

Our annual report and a more
detailed financial report can be found on
our website at www.strettonlibraryfriends.
org.uk. Printed copies will also be available in the library
once the coronavirus restrictions are lifted and it reopens.
AGM – and election of trustees
We had planned holding our first AGM in early June but
have had to postpone it because of coronavirus restrictions.
We will hold it as soon as we can.
Charity commission regulations state that all trustees
have to stand down at the first AGM but can stand for
re-election. All but one of our current trustees have agreed to
stand for election at the AGM. We will just have to delay this
procedure!
We are always on the lookout for new committee
members – anyone and everyone is welcome because we
know that everyone brings their own range of skills and
experience. If you want to find out more about what is
involved please contact us on 01694 723455
Future Events
Friends of Church Stretton Library and All Stretton Women’s
Institute were planning to bring the Journeyman Theatre to
Church Stretton to perform their play Rock and a Hard Place
written by Lynn Morris. This was to be a fundraiser for the
local women’s refuge. Sadly, we have had to postpone this
until coronavirus restrictions have been lifted. The women’s
refuges have been kept extremely busy during the pandemic
as there has been an increase in domestic abuse since the
lockdown. We hope to bring the play to Church Stretton as
soon as it becomes possible to do so.
We are hoping to run a series of poetry workshops in the
library early Autumn (see article overleaf What is it the poet
says) and a series of Winter Talks in the library from October
to March as well as a quiz evening in the Autumn. Hopefully
we will be able to go ahead with these.
Sheila Davies (Chair)

Photo Challenge

W

e were so taken with the April front cover of Focus
that my son suggested we visit the spot where it
was taken and try to get some photos of our own.
It was easy to work out which of the surrounding hills
the picture was taken from, but finding the actual spot took
a bit longer. When we got there, it became obvious that the
photo on the Focus cover page is distorted to make the ridge
look much steeper and Helmeth wood a very strange shape.
Is this Focus distorting the truth in order to sell more
magazines? I suppose you will now try and pretend it was all
meant to be an April Fool joke!
Anyway, we had such great fun trying to find the spot
and take the photo we thought we would set a challenge for
your cover editor – and anyone else who fancies having a go.
We attach a photo taken from one of our surrounding
hills. Can you find where it was taken from? What sort of
photo would you take from this spot?
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What is it the poet says?

‘W

hat is it the poet says, Jeeves?’ asks Bertie
Wooster, in Indian Summer of an Uncle, when he
wants to explain his motivation for helping that
uncle despite ferocious opposition from an aunt.
‘The poet Burns, sir?’
‘Not the poet Burns. Some other poet. About doing good
by stealth.’
‘ “These little acts of unremembered kindness,” sir?’
Wooster can’t remember poet or poem, but he knows that
words which chime with his own strong feelings are out there
on many a bookshelf and in many a mind, even if not readily
retrievable from his own. There is an understanding between
young master and valet that ‘the poet’ will supply the phrase
or passage fitting to a stirring set of circumstances. The type
of value which Jeeves and Wooster attribute to poetry’s place
in human affairs was touched on by the Poet Laureate in an
article discussing Lockdown, his response to the coronavirus
outbreak. Simon Armitage writes:
‘… just in poetry’s nature, in the way it asks us to be
considerate of language, it also asks us to be considerate of
each other and the world. In the relationship with thoughtful
language, something more thoughtful occurs.’
I’m writing this on May 1st as we move beyond the
initial peak of COVID-19 infections in this country – a
peak flattened thanks to the heroism with which people have
largely observed the strictures of staying at home and of social
distancing when out. I’d like to thank local supermarket staff
in particular for their heroic efforts to keep people safe: made
every day since the start of the crisis in the face of all our
scepticism, impatience, incomprehension and anxiety.
National Poetry Day
National Poetry Day, on 1st October is exactly five months
off. As outlined in May’s Focus, Friends of Church Stretton
Library plan a number of events to mark the day. Dates are
to be decided, but there will be an evening in which lovers
– readers and writers – of poetry are invited to read a poem
which has ‘chimed’ for them from a poet they most value and
respect and, side-by-side, a poem of their own inspired by
their ‘role model’ poet. We also aim to run workshops ahead
of the reading, to help people hone and gain confidence in
their writing and in reading for an audience. Who knows
whether or how any of this will be possible, come October? As
the poet says…
However, whatever happens, perhaps poetry can help
some of us between now and then. You may already have a
role-model poet in mind – be it Burns or Browning, Bishop
or Benn (Mitch). If not, seek one out on a shelf near you.
An anthology such as The Rattle Bag, The Emergency Kit,
Being Alive, Staying Alive or Being Human is a good place to
find one – like a favourite sweet in bag of pick ‘n’ mix. Ros
Ephraim and team of Burway Books (01694 723388) are
always extremely helpful. On-line poetry resources include
www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries/find-a-book/e-library/ – or
the amazing www.poetryfoundation.org
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How to get started
The theme of National Poetry Day
2020 is Vision: See it like a poet,
which is nice and open to interpretation. I’d suggest that this
sort of vision has very little to do with photons triggering
poetic rods and cones in real time. Homer, who conjured
the Fall of Troy, and John Milton, the Fall of humankind
in Paradise Lost, were both blind men. It’s ‘The mind’s eye’
which a poet uses, as he or she tries to pin down with words
whatever is playing out in the auditorium of her or his brain.
So, poetry-lovers, here is your mission should you choose
to accept it:
(1) Pick your poet.
(2) Read and soak up as much of his or her work as you
like.
(3) Plump for a favourite piece – or extract – and practice
reading it aloud.
(4) Try to pinpoint what it is in the writing which makes
you think, ‘Yes, that’s right: that’s exactly how it is…’ or
which makes you jealous! Then – if you want to:
(5) Choose, or write, a poem of your own inspired – as
loosely as you like – by your poet, to be read aloud sideby-side with one of hers or his.
Best of luck… and enjoy yourself!
In revising this today, I was looking for sonnets. I
dipped into my ‘Complete Poems’ of Elizabeth Bishop
(1911 – 1979), certain that this superb, formal poet would
have several. The formal sonnets were fewer and perhaps less
contemporary-feeling than I remembered but here was her
Sonnet, from New Poems (1979). See what you think of it.
Its relevance only dawned on me as, on our daily walk, I was
trying to remember enough of the words to explain to my
husband what had struck me in it. He replied that it seemed
to him to be an example of precise, accurate use of words
helping a reader ‘realise’ something often seen but never fully
registered: of Bishop ‘seeing it like a poet’.
Sonnet
Caught—the bubble
in the spirit-level,
a creature divided;
and the compass needle
wobbling and wavering,
undecided.
Freed—the broken
thermometer’s mercury
running away;
and the rainbow-bird
from the narrow bevel
of the empty mirror,
flying wherever
it feels like, gay!
Joanna Clark
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Movie Quotes Quiz Answers
1. Raiders of the Lost Ark. (Harrison Ford as Indiana Jones)
2. Carry on Cleo. (Kenneth Williams as Julius Caesar)
3. Back to the Future. (Christopher Lloyd as Dr Emmett Brown)
4. When Harry met Sally. (Estelle Reiner as ‘older woman’)
5. Field of Dreams. (the identity of who voiced the words has never been revealed by director Phil Alden Robinson )
6. The Silence of the Lambs. (Anthony Hopkins as Dr Hannibal Lecter)
7. Jaws. (Roy Scheider as Chief Martin Brody)
8. The Italian Job. (Michael Caine as Charlie Croker)
9. On the Waterfront. (Marlon Brando as Terry Malloy)
10. Bambi. (Thumper, voiced by 4 year old Peter Behn)
11. Titanic. (Kate Winslet as Rose DeWitt Bukater)
12. Mary Poppins. (Julie Andrews in title role)
13. Monty Python’s Life of Brian. (Terry Jones as Brian’s mother)
14. Calendar Girls. (Helen Mirren as Chris)
15. Casablanca. (Humphrey Bogart as Rick Blaine)
16. Airplane! (Leslie Nielsen as Dr Rumack)
17. Dances with Wolves. (Kevin Costner as Lt. John Dunbar)
18. Mrs Doubtfire. (Robin Williams in title role)
19. Toy Story. (Buzz Lightyear, voiced by Tim Allen)
20. The Terminator. (Arnold Schwarzenegger in title role)

Trivia Answers
1. BBC Radio 4
3. Yellow Coats
5. Peter O’Toole
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2.
4.

Jenny Agutter
BBC2

55

14/05/2020 10:39

Ben Carter

Landscaping, Grounds,
Property Maintenance
Hedge cutting & reductions
lawn care, mowing, spraying
garden clearance
fencing installation/repairs
shed building/repairs
Mini Digger work
Please call 07891 376638
or 01743 718802
for further information

tidy
garden

for all your gardening
needs
Planting, pruning
mowing, hedging, etc.

Call Bob Rogers
Tel: 01743 244402
or 07981 814518

Integral
Gardens
●
●
●
●
●

Borders maintenance
Garden maintenance
Garden restoration
Lawn maintenance
Garden design and soft
landscaping
● Flowering plants pruning
● Wooden structures
Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES

All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning,
hedgecutting, trees, patios,
Pest control, wasps,
moles, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 658060
or 01584 861884
Mob: 07742 945768
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