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If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

1 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhymetime - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am

Alzheimer’s Society
Dementia Awareness Information Session
Contact Dice or Christine 01694 722024
All welcome
5-6pm Mayfair

Long Mynd Camera Club
Long Mynd & Welshpool
Interclub Competition Welshpool

2 Wednesday
CS Library

Reading Group - Discussion of last month’s
book. All welcome
2–3pm

CAMEO
Lunch Party & Quiz
2.30pm Parish Centre

Methodist Network Group
Bible Text Challenge
2.30pm Methodist Church

3 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local + Family History Advice Session.
History volunteers guide you in your research. 1–4pm

Photo: Dave Draper
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On in the Strettons in April

egular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

4 Friday

CS Library

Country Market

Rhymetime - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am

9.15-11.45am Mayfair

5 Saturday

Men’s Breakfast
Open meeting - speaker Roger Wilson
Admission free
7.30am Parish Centre

Craven Arms Farmers’ Market
9am-1pm Discovery Centre

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
Prof. David Thomas ‘Dentists are really nice
people’
7.15pm SHI

Churches Together
Coffee morning
10-12noon URC Hall

Methodist Wives & Friends
Derek Smith ‘Church Stretton and its
Medieval Fair’
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Dorrington Players
‘Rehearsed Play Reading’
£7.50 includes refreshments
Proceeds to Mayfair
7 for 7.30pm AS VH

RSPB South Shropshire Group
‘Migration through Israel’ by Ed Drewitt
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
7.30pm Culmington Village Hall

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
For Breast Cancer
7.45pm start CS & District Club

9 Wednesday
PACT Surgery

6 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

2pm Mayfair Café

Methodist Network Group
Glenys Potter ‘Olympics Gamesmaster’
2.30pm Methodist Church

7 Monday

Mayfair Fund Raising

CS Library

Brightwells - Charity Valuation Day 2–6pm

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘Philomena’
Seats £4, children £2
7.30pm (Doors open 7pm) CS School

8 Tuesday

Meet the Author - Ed Hancock author of
‘Iceland Defrosted’
7pm

Amnesty Group
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler

Mayfair Daycare Outing
Harlescott Retail Park, Pub Lunch and
Meole Brace Retail Park
All welcome
10am-4pm

CS Parkinson’s Support Group
Awareness Event
10am-4pm Mayfair

Time to Listen - A booktime for adults
Two local authors will be reading from their
own work
11am–12noon

‘Captain Philips’
Tickets £4 & refreshments
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

10 Thursday

Mayfair Daycare
Coffee Morning. All welcome
10am-12noon Mayfair

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1.00pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local + Family History Advice Session
History volunteers guide you in your
research
1–4pm

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Jack Willgoss of Wildegoose Nursery
£2.50 includes light refreshments
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

11 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

CS Library
Volunteer Outreach Session - Information
for organisations that use volunteers & for
people that would like to volunteer locally
10am–12noon

Christian Aid
Super Soup & Pud Lunch
£5
12-1.30pm Parish Centre

12 Saturday

The Strettons Railway Society
Model Railway Exhibition
10am-4pm SHI

Methodist Church
Drop in to enjoy a coffee and chat in the hall
or quiet time in the Church
10-12noon

Quiz Night with Ken Willis
For Animal Samaritans (Dog Shop) £3
7.45pm start CS & District Club

13 Sunday

St Laurence’s Church
Pitstop. Crafts, games, fun, food & more
Contact: 722588 or
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk
3-5pm Parish Centre

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgment.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
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What’s On - continued
St James’s Church Cardington
Palm Sunday Music
6.30pm St James’s Church

14 Monday

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Jeff Thomas: ‘Life as a Seafarer’
2.30pm Mayfair Jubilee Room

CS Local History Group
Douglas Grounds – ‘The History of
St Laurence’s Parish Church’
2.30pm St Laurence’s Church

CS & District Rail Users’ Association
AGM. All Welcome
7.30pm Parish Centre

Shropshire Literary Society
Roger Garfitt, ‘A Poet’s Misadventures’
7.30pm CS Library

15 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhymetime - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am

All Stretton WI
‘Myths of the Zodiac’ by Mary Smith
7.30pm AS VH

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘Philomena’
Seats £4, children £2
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

16 Wednesday

Mayfair Poetry Group
Poets of Scotland
2.15pm Mayfair

Methodist Network Group
Passion Meditation with Fr Ambrose
2.30pm Methodist Church

Long Mynd Camera Club
AGM
7.30pm URC Hall

17 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

CS Library
Local + Family History Advice Session
History volunteers guide you in your
research.
1–4pm
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Town Council Task & Finish Group

Mayfair Daycare Outing

Community Consultation on
Town Plan 2014 – 2017
7pm SHI

Kenchester Water Gardens, Herts.
Contact Daycare for pricing and booking.
All welcome
10am-4pm

18 Friday

Country Market

Evergreen Club

9.15-11.45am Mayfair

AGM + 90th Birthday Party
2.30pm Mayfair

Churches Together

26 Saturday

March of Witness. All Welcome
11.40am Station to Square

Charities Day

Market Square

19 Saturday

RSPB South Shropshire Group

PACT Surgery

Wildlife walk at Much Wenlock / Wenlock
Edge. Leader: Reg Dixon 01952-727892
10.00am. Meet in car park (SO 613 997)
Contact No. 01694 722418
8pm till late Ticklerton VH

Quiz & Curry Night
£5
7.45pm CS & District Club

22 Tuesday
CS Library

28 Monday

Rhymetime - Fun, songs and rhymes
for children under 3 years
10.30-11am

CS Parkinson’s Support Group
Tracy Prosser on her role as a First
Responder
2.30pm Jubilee Room Mayfair

CS & District Gardening Club
Spring Show – Exhibits, plant stall and
Gardeners Question Time
7.30pm SHI

29 Tuesday
CS Library

Rhymetime - Fun, songs and rhymes for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am

23 Wednesday
U3A

Peter Koenig ‘Anecdotes of a Master
Locksmith’
2pm URC Hall

30 Wednesday

Children’s Society
Box Opening and Coffee Morning
Cake, Marmalade, and Plant Stalls
Contact 722017
10–11.30am Parish Centre

24 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

Methodist Network Group

CS Library
Holiday Storytime - Stories with a seasonal
theme for all the family
10.30–11am

25 Friday

Country Market

Scrappies
Spring Open Day
10am-4pm

Ticklerton Folk Dance

Local + Family History Advice Session
History volunteers guide you in your
research
1–4pm

9-12noon CS Police Station

Thelma Thompson ‘From Sheep to Wool’
2.30pm Methodist Church

Long Mynd Camera Club
Competition
7.30pm URC Hall

3 Saturday

Mayfair Fund Raising
May Fayre - Books, Bric-a-Brac, Cakes,
Crafts and Plants.

9.15-11.45am Mayfair
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Parents’ Corner
Fun things to do in April
f you fancy a spooky trip down the river, why not try a
Ghost Cruise! The Sabrina Boat leaves Victoria Quay in
Shrewsbury every Monday night in April to cruise down
the River Severn along one of the most haunted regions in
the UK. The boat leaves at 7pm for a 45 minute trip with
prices at: Adult: £7.50, Child: £3.50, Family: £18.00 and
Concessions: £6.00. Call 01743 369741 to book a place, or
visit www.sabrinaboat.co.uk
April brings plenty of Easter celebrations. There is an
Easter Trail at Cosford RAF Museum from 14th – 25th
April, 10am to 6pm. You will need to look closely at the
exhibits and crack the secret code. Once you have solved the
clues, you will be entered into a draw, with five lucky people
winning a £20 gift voucher to spend in the Museum Shop.
More information can be found at www.rafmuseum.org
More traditional Easter celebrations can be found at Blists
Hill Victorian Town from 18th April – 21st April. Join the
residents and take part in the ‘hunt-the-chick’ competition
and have a go in the activity workshops. You are invited to
wear your finest Easter bonnet and take part in the Easter
Parade. Blists Hill are also celebrating St George’s Day on
the 23rd April. Visit www.ironbridge.org.uk for full details.
The Shrewsbury International Cartoon Festival takes
place on the 26th and 27th of April. Cartoonists and
caricaturists will be let loose in the streets of Shrewsbury
with workshops, exhibitions and entertainment taking
place in various venues throughout the town. www.
shrewsburycartoonfestival.com provides all the information
you will need to know to plan a visit.
Make an Easter Bunny Pot
You will need: a small Pringles tin, two pieces of
coloured paper of your choice, novelty stick-on eyes, 3
pompoms for the nose, 2 pipe cleaners, glue and scissors.
Cut the paper so that it fits round the outside of the
Pringles tin. Cut two bunny ear shapes and two feet from
the paper. Using the other coloured paper, cut out the
centre of the bunny’s ears. Glue the paper around the tin so
that none of the original markings are visible. Then glue the
ears at the front and feet at the bottom. Stick the ear centres
and the eyes on. Glue two pompoms side by side and a third
pompom to the centre bottom of the other two to make the
nose. Twist the two pipe cleaners together to make a handle.
Punch a hole through the sides of the tin, attach the pipe
cleaners and twist the ends to secure.
How to blow out an egg for decorating
You will need: raw eggs, a darning or larger needle,
a small bowl, paper towels, glue. Hold an egg firmly but
gently. Pierce a hole in one end of the egg with the needle
and then make a slightly larger hole in the other end. Pass
the needle through the larger hole, break the yolk and stir
the inside of the egg. Then, blow into the small hole so that
the contents of the egg can fall into the bowl. Clean out the
inside of the egg by running a little water through the large
hole, gently shaking the egg to make sure there is nothing
left inside. Then leave to dry on a paper towel. Once the egg
has dried, put a few drops of the glue over the two holes to
protect the egg from cracking. Your egg is now ready to be
decorated!
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Easter Recipe - Hot Choc Buns!
This is a great recipe for using up bits and pieces of left over
chocolate.
Ingredients:
150ml semi-skimmed milk
2 tsp dried active yeast
400g strong white flour
A pinch of salt
2 tsp baking powder
2 and a half tsp dried mixed spice
100g caster sugar
200g left over chocolate - broken into tiny pieces (choc
chip sized)
2 eggs - beaten
2 tbsp honey
150g white chocolate
Heat the milk and place in a jug, adding the yeast.
Whisk together and then set aside for approximately 10
minutes. Sift the flour, salt, baking powder and spice into
a large bowl. Then add the sugar and the chocolate chips
and combine. After the 10 minutes, stir the milk and yeast
mixture and add it to the flour mixture with the eggs. Stir
initially to get the mixture to combine, then use your hands
to bind it into a dough. Turn the dough out onto a lightly
floured board and knead for about two minutes.
Put the dough into a large bowl, cover with a tea towel
or cling film and leave it in a warm place for approximately
two hours.
Preheat your oven to 220° centigrade and generously
grease a muffin tin. Divide the dough into twelve equal
sized balls and knead each ball with a tiny bit of flour before
placing in the tin. Use a sharp knife to cut a cross on the
surface of each.
Bake the buns for eight minutes, then reduce the heat to
180° and bake for a further eight minutes.
Heat the honey during the last few minutes of baking
and then, once the buns are out of the oven, use a pastry
brush to glaze each with the melted honey while they are
still in their tins. Leave the buns to cool.
Once fully cooled, melt the white chocolate (you can
do this in a microwave with 20 second bursts) and then use
a piping bag with a thin nozzle to pipe the chocolate across
the cross shapes. Leave the chocolate to harden slightly
before serving.
Zoe Keeling
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Girl Guides
am writing on behalf of 2nd
Church Stretton Guides
to thank all those who
supported our recent jumble sale. We made a profit of £330,
which will go towards our Heritage camp at Brownsea
Island in August.
Sophie Burgoyne
Young Leader

I

Cancer Research UK
uring 2013 the generous people of Church Stretton
have enabled the local fundraising committee to
raise £9,000.
For us quiz nights continue to be a valuable and reliable
source of income. Ken Willis works hard to make these
successful and we are fortunate to have his support. Our
two summer fundraisers, Doug Small’s plant sale and the
strawberry cream tea party at Little Stretton were blessed
with glorious sunshine and were well supported. Other
events such as the sale of Christmas cards, the Christmas
Co-op collection and the craft and coffee morning at Ley
Gardens added to our funds.
We often receive donations from the public. To name
some of these: Andrew Morgan with his parachute jump;
Geoff and Jenny Rose for a collection at their Golden
Wedding celebrations; Clive Parry from No 1 computers at
Craven Arms, who still holds the record for the amount of
money that can be crammed into a collecting goblet; Roger
Weeks whose hobby of wood turning has provided us with
several very lucrative cheques; also the Tai chi group and the
Ticklerton country dancers. We get many donations from
Mr Morris the undertaker in memory of loved ones who
have passed away. Fundraising groups such as ours raised
£10.5m in 2013.
I would like to thank everyone who supports us.
Everyday our scientists and doctors get closer to beating
cancer, whether through targeted treatment or detecting
cancers earlier. Fortunately, thanks to better diagnosis and
treatment, the chance of surviving cancer is improving.
I can assure all our supporters that every £1 you put in a
collecting goblet, or the money spent at one of our events is
enabling this to happen now.
Sue Toghill
Chairman, Church Stretton Local Fund Raising Committee

D

Stretton Focus Community Award Scheme
The Church Stretton Tuesday Centre
(Affiliated to Age UK)
he Tuesday Centre is a not-for-profit organisation,
which is run entirely by volunteers; they have no
paid staff. The members are aged between 60 and 90
years (male and female) and they meet every Tuesday from
approximately 10 am–3 pm.
Located in the URC Hall for over 30 years, this is a
very friendly social club for people who may live alone,
live in sheltered accommodation or who simply enjoy
the companionship and friendship which is freely given.
Members pay £6 each Tuesday for which they receive door
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to door transport through Ring & Ride or AS Morris
taxi service, tea/coffee, biscuits, scones from Berrys, twocourse hot lunch from the Academy’s kitchens, in-house
entertainment, Summer and Christmas outings and
birthday celebrations.
Extend Exercises provide stimulating, gentle exercises,
with music, for older people and anyone, of any age, with a
disability. The exercises are one of our in-house activities,
overseen by a qualified instructor and we are extremely
grateful to Stretton Focus Community Award Scheme
for their recent donation which will enable these valuable

monthly exercise
classes to continue.
The Centre
can accommodate
25 people and at
present there are
vacancies. If you
would like to meet
people in a friendly,
safe environment,
or if you know
of someone who
would benefit from attending, please don’t hesitate to get in
touch.
Eileen Roberts 01694 720086
RNLI

A

t our Fish & Chips Supper
on 1st March Glyn Hayes
from the Weston-super-Mare
Lifeboat Station gave us a very
interesting talk about the RNLI,
his own station’s part in it, some recent rescues and about
Weston’s need for a new Lifeboat Station to replace its
present old, unsafe building. We all enjoyed his talk and
there were many questions afterwards. The Silvester Horne
Institute was comfortably full and we thank all those who
came and our helpers. We raised £325 and another £70 in
donations towards Weston’s appeal for £300,000 for the first
stage of rebuilding the Lifeboat Station.
We shall have a stall at the Charities Day event in the
Market Square on Saturday 26th April. We shall be selling
Lifeboat stationery and small toys. Come and see us.
RM Turner Jones
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Birdlife in your garden

y April, the bird nesting season is normally well
might happen if the nestlings are well advanced. Finally, if
underway in the Strettons and, if you have nest
you are certain that the bird has been abandoned, injured
boxes, many will be occupied by now. In addition,
or orphaned, and only as a last resort: contact an authorised
Blackbirds, Wrens, various Finches, Woodpigeons, Jackdaws wildlife rehabilitation centre -such as Cuan Wildlife Rescue
and other species may well have constructed nests in trees,
in this area, as soon as possible. Unfortunately, attempts to
shrubs and low vegetation in your garden, or on your house. raise the bird yourself will almost always fail.
As householders, we have a moral responsibility to
As a final bit of breeding season advice, avoid offering
ensure that birds which choose to raise their families in
whole peanuts at your feeding stations during the nesting
our gardens are not disadvantaged by our activities, a
season, unless they are in a mesh cage feeder. Whole nuts
position reflected in the requirements of the Wildlife and
are a choking hazard when adult birds, such as Blue Tits
Countryside Act. We should avoid clearing vegetation,
attempt to feed them to their young. Nuts in an appropriate
including the felling of trees and hedge trimming, between
feeder must be broken up by the adult to be pulled through
the beginning of March and the end of August. It is wise to the mesh and are then of a manageable size. Kibbled
assume that birds will be nesting in such sites during this
peanuts, which are granulated whole nuts, are nestling-safe
period, and, by law, a nest is protected from the first stages
and can be offered on open bird tables.
of construction, whether occupied by eggs or young or not.
Welcome to bird breeding season 2014!
Even trimming or cutting down a tree that has no nests is an
John Arnfield
offence: if it is adjacent to one with nests that are put at risk
The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador for
by this action. Being found guilty of the destruction of a
the Garden BirdWatch –GBW scheme in southern Shropshire
bird nest -at any time of the year, carries a £5000 fine or six and is available to speak to local organisations on GBW, as
months imprisonment. With a few exceptions, this applies
well as answering questions on garden birds and feeding. If
to all bird species.
you would like free leaflets on garden plants and birds, please
If your garden birds do successfully hatch young, a
contact John on (01694) 724 170 or at: arnfield.2@osu.edu.
problem you may face is: what should be done if you find
a cute, callow fledgling in your garden? Most garden birds
leave the nest with adult-type feathers but need several days
before they can fly effectively. There are some exceptions to
this, such as Swallows, Swifts and House Martins, that can
fly directly from the nest. In most cases, such fledglings are
in contact with their parents and are being fed by them. You
may not see the parents as they may be off collecting food,
taking care of other young elsewhere or hiding from you. It
is very rare for such youngsters to be abandoned. In general,
the best course of action is to leave them where they are.
Interfering will generally do more harm than good and will
significantly reduce the probability of the infant’s survival.
Only a few situations justify interference. The first is if
A female Blackbird attending nestlings. Take care to avoid excessive
the youngster is at risk. If it is on a busy footpath or road,
disturbance
near to nests. It is never appropriate -or legal to destroy a nest
move it to a safe place nearby-close enough that its parents
because it is inconveniently located or in the way
can still hear its contact calls. Also, keep cats indoors until
Photo: Jill Pakenham, BTO Library.
fledglings from nests in your garden can fly. Secondly, if the
young bird is unfeathered and downy, it may have fallen
out of its nest. If the bird is apparently healthy and you are
certain of the nest from which it has fallen, replace it-but
be careful not to cause the rest of the clutch to “explode”
out of the nest by your sudden appearance - something that

Another Thank You
Quiz Evening on behalf of Guide Dogs
any thanks to everyone who supported the
Quiz and Curry Night held at the Church
Stretton & District Club, on Saturday 1st
March, organised by Quiz Master, Ken Willis.
The banter during Quiz Time was most entertaining
by a very friendly and sociable gathering, and made it
a most enjoyable evening. Our thanks also to everyone
who kindly donated raffle prizes for the evening.
The total money raised for Guide Dogs was £207.00
Tom & Yvonne Beaumont
Church Stretton Guide Dog Coordinators

M
8

April 2014 mag.indd 7

A juvenile Great Tit. Only just out of the nest, a bird of this age possesses
all of its adult feathers but may still be unable to fly. In general, birds
found in this condition are most likely to survive if they are left alone to
be tended by their parents
Photo: Jill Pakenham, BTO Library
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
SAMDev
Members of Church Stretton Town Council
(Cllrs Michael Braid (Mayor), Hilary Claytonsmith,
Richard Hubbard and Bob Welch) were at Shirehall on
Wednesday 19th February, when the Cabinet discussed
the SAMDev proposals for the county. Also present were
representatives of the Chamber of Trade (Alan Hyatt) and
the AONB Partnership (George Chancellor).
The All Stretton Village Society was also represented by
Richard Hubbard. Cllr Braid explained to Cabinet the
concerns of Church Stretton residents about aspects of
Shropshire Council’s proposals. A statement from
Cllr Lee Chapman supporting the Town Council’s position
was read out. Cllr David Evans also spoke in support of the
Town Council’s proposals. George Chancellor explained the
concerns of the AONB Partnership and supported the Town
Council’s alternative proposals.
Those present were greatly encouraged that the Cabinet
of the Council then decided to recommend that the
alternative housing and employment land sites, identified
by the Town Council, should constitute the final SAMDev
forward development plan for the area. It is hoped that
by the time this edition of Focus is published, Shropshire
Council will have ratified this recommendation. It means
that the site for a housing and industrial estate at New
House Farm at the foot of Caer Caradoc will simply become
a reserve site until the preferred sites are confirmed as
deliverable.
Shropshire Council’s SAMDev Final Plan was scheduled
to go out for consultation at the beginning of March 2014
for six weeks.
Individual responses to the Revised Preferred Options
consultation will not be available on the SC website before
the submission stage of the Final Plan. This is likely to be in
May/June 2014.
NPPF and lack of five years supply of Housing Land
An e-petition has been created which asks to amend the
NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) and expresses
concern about planning rules. These are issues which can
affect us all. For further information please visit http://
epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/59376
Casual Vacancy
A vacancy has occurred in South Ward due to the
resignation of Dominic Wilson. The vacancy was advertised
at the end of February with the deadline of 17th March for
10 electors of South Ward to call for an election. So by the
time you read this, if an election has not been called, the
Town Council will be looking to co-opt someone to serve
as a Town Councillor for South Ward. If you wish to find
out more, whether there is an election, or whether the Town
Council is co-opting, please get in touch with the Town
Council Office.
Road Closures
Sandford Avenue East – B4371
Wall under Heywood, Rushbury (section from Hillside
View to Darby Lane junction) will be closed from 7th April
2014 for two weeks for water main renewal
Summer Planters Appeal - 2014
The Town Council provided winter planters again this
year, with continuing (and much appreciated) financial
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assistance from traders, businesses, organisations and
residents. We are now looking at the cost of the provision of
summer plants for 16 pole-mounted planters, together with
four hanging baskets and three troughs for the Square, and
are seeking donations from local businesses, organisations
and individuals in order to help provide the best display
possible.
The cost of one planter for the summer season, with
maintenance, will be approximately £130, and so any
donation, however small, would be greatly appreciated.
Please write to the Town Clerk, 60 High Street, Church
Stretton with your donation promise.
The Town Council is extremely grateful to all those who
have contributed in the past and hope that local generosity
will continue this year.

Local Charities Day 2014
An early reminder that our annual local charities day
will be held on Saturday 26th April in the Market Square.
Local charities will be able to have a stall free of charge
to advertise their charity/sell their wares. Stalls will be
allocated on a first come first served basis, but with local,
self-supporting charities taking priority (i.e. local charities
meeting the needs of local people) over national charities.
Please contact the Town Council office for a booking
form.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window at
60 High Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Michael Braid, Chairman

Trivia Corner No 125
by Ken Willis
1. Name the Space Telescope launched in 1990?
2. Which very famous British DJ died in 2006?
3. What is the video game character Donkey Kong?
4. How many passenger capsules are there on the
London Eye?
5. Who was cleared of attempting to murder Norman
Scott in 1979?
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Arts Festival News
An Evening with Jenni Murray
enni Murray is almost a household
name and for many she is
synonymous with Woman’s Hour.
In fact the BBC did consider
changing the name to The Jenni
Murray Show. However in spite of
her vigorous feminism she is a person
for all thinking people, regardless of
gender. (I always listen to Woman’s
Hour in the car when on a long
morning journey and I understand that
40% of listeners are men).
She began her broadcasting career
in local radio and regional TV before
joining BBC 2’s Newsnight and The
Today Programme on Radio 4 and
started working on Woman’s Hour
in 1987. She was made an OBE for
her services to radio broadcasting in
1999 and became a DBE in the 2011
Birthday Honours list. She regularly
writes for newspapers and magazines
and has published a number of books,
including Memoirs of a Not So Dutiful
Daughter and Is It Me or Is It Hot in
Here? a modern woman’s guide to the
menopause.
Jenni will reflect on a long
broadcasting career and her 22
years at the helm of BBC Radio 4’s
Woman’s Hour. She will discuss the
programme’s 65 years of history and
her most engaging – and terrifying
– interviewees, from Barbara Castle,
Monica Lewinsky, Tom Hanks and
Jack Nicholson, to Margaret Thatcher,
Tony Blair and Gordon Brown.
Did you know she battles cancer
(as we say nowadays!), that she is a
member of many health panels and
medical advisory bodies, that she is
an expert in many aspects of politics,
business and the arts, that she has a
book called That’s My Boy, A Guide
to Parents? Is there no aspect of life
she cannot throw light on? Even
mere men will find this a fascinating
evening…and in the second half she
is happy to answer questions however
challenging.
The Secret World of Bletchley Park
Most of us have some idea of what
Bletchley Park achieved during the War
working out how to crack the Enigma
machine system enabling it to secretly
intercept German messages while
acting on them without betraying the
interception. The official historian of
British Intelligence during the Second
World War, claimed that their work

J
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shortened the war by two to four years
and that the outcome of the war would
have been uncertain without it.
There are many technical, scientific
writings on how it was done and how
it laid the basis for developing modern
computers. However Sinclair McKay in
The Secret World of Bletchley Park and
The Secret Life of Bletchley Park gives a
more human view of the extraordinary
community which was created to
support this work. With its thousands
of inmates, who had been recruited
from all walks of life, Bletchley Park
was a microcosm of Britain during
the war. Debutantes and workingclass girls mixed with mathematicians,
servicemen and university lecturers in
an environment where the normal class
divisions and deference for rank no
longer seemed to apply.
Sinclair will take the audience
on a fascinating visit to wartime
Bletchley Park, its history, atmosphere
and subsequent development into
GCHQ and he will answer questions
afterwards. Sinclair Mackay is a
freelance writer who used to write
regularly in the Daily Telegraph and
Sunday Mail. From journals, memos
and interviews he pieces together the
fascinating social history of BP (as it
was known) and its atmosphere.
The Drama programme was
arranged by Gill Styles our Drama
Director for five years. She is a very
busy person, and she has, sadly, left us
(anyone interested in this role?!) but
she also left a fascinating programme.
She was the youngest member of our
Committee and pushed some of us old
codgers to think more laterally and her
legacy is particularly our event with
Owen Lewis Portable Theatre
Company (OLPTC)
OLPTC is performing
two One-act plays,
one of them a world
premiere. Their ethos
is to keep scenery and
props to a minimum
and produce original
plays where the
audience’s imagination
will play one of the
major roles.
Owen Lewis
provides the words but
as he says the directors
and actors “bring these
words to life; they are the

ones who put flesh
on the bones, the air
in the lungs and the
blood in the veins
of my words. Their
job is to interpret the characters I have
created and give them life. I am so
happy they believe enough in my work
to fulfil their roles with unquestionable
dedication.”
The first play is The Human
Rocket. Examining a cross section of
humanity’s comings and goings through
touching monologues and entertaining
awkward encounters, this black comedy
shows the sort of poignant moments
which are often overlooked in life. A
thief, a jilted lover, a single mother,
a failing actor and a lonely old man
share their foibles in this intimate and
touching performance.
The second is The Fight Game.
For the non-pugilist this may sound
uninteresting, but the play is really
about success generally and its
implications. “Andrew Collins is a wellregarded boxer at the top of his game.
He has spent many years never losing
and never disappointing his aficionados.
What will happen if he does eventually
lose a fight, will his world come
crashing down around him? How does
such an esteemed champion claw his
way back from defeat; and what impact
will this have on his life?”
The company is based in Church
Stretton and Shrewsbury, drawing
actors from the West Midlands with
some actors from Birmingham and
Wolverhampton universities. You may
have already caught their performance
poetry evenings at Housmans. They are
exciting, inventive, sensitive, creative,
different and local. Give them a try!
Roger Stokes

The Human Rocket
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Mayfair News

M

ayfair Community Centre has been named as one of
this year’s winners of a GSK IMPACT Award. From
over four hundred charities nationwide who applied
to be part of GSK’s flagship UK community investment
programme, Mayfair Community Centre is one of only ten
winners and stood out due to its community support schemes.
The GSK IMPACT Awards, run in partnership with
The King’s Fund and now in their seventeenth year, are seen
as a mark of achievement in the healthcare charity sector. In
addition to the £30,000 we receive in unrestricted funding,
we are able to access training, development, and networking
opportunities through a dedicated programme organised by
The King’s Fund.
We will be recognised, along with other award winners,
at a ceremony to be held at the Science Museum in London
on Thursday 15th May. An overall winner, who will receive
a further £10,000 in funding, will also be announced at the
ceremony.
Nicola McPherson,
Chief Officer, said:
“We are delighted to
have received national
recognition for the
work we do here at
Mayfair Community
Centre. It is all thanks
to the commitment
and dedication of our
volunteers, trustees and
staff and the support
we receive from our
local community
as well as the many
organisations we work
with, from both the
voluntary and public sector. The award gives us a great
opportunity to learn from others working within the field
as well as the importance of a significant financial award –
which will be very helpful to our work.”
Katie Pinnock, Head of UK Charitable Giving at GSK said:
“Strettons Mayfair Trust plays a very important role in
their local area, helping to reduce pressure on NHS services,
and connecting people from all areas of the community
enabling them to support each other.”
A judging panel of health and charity experts who chose
the winners includes broadcast journalist Fiona Phillips;
Professor Steve Field, Chief Inspector of Primary Care at
the Care Quality Commission; Gilly Green, Head of UK
Grants at Comic Relief; Sir Christopher Gent, Chair of
GSK, and Sir Chris Kelly, Chair of The King’s Fund.
Social Media
Keep up to date with what is happening at Mayfair, you
can follow us on Twitter if you like tweeting! Our username
is @Mayfair_Centre. We are also on Facebook too, look for
‘Mayfair Community Centre - Church Stretton’.
Craft Cabinet
In our craft cabinet this month we will have our May
Fayre Raffle Prizes! Come and have a peek at the lovely
items we have and buy a few tickets too!
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Spring in Daycare
We have held a very successful
coffee morning and have another
arranged for 10th April, 10-12
to which all are welcome. Our
programme for the upcoming
months is starting to take place
and commences with a trip to
Harlescott Retail Park, Pub Lunch
and Meole Brace Retail Park, as
requested by many. This is on
Tuesday 8th April depart 10am Return by 4pm. On Friday 25th
a first for Daycare, as we visit Kenchester Water Gardens,
Herefordshire. Depart Mayfair 10am and arrive back at
4pm. Please contact Daycare for pricing and booking.
Mindfulness
Mindfulness is a mind-body based approach that helps
people change the way they think and feel about their
experiences, especially stressful experiences. Mindfulness
exercises or mindfulness-based cognitive therapy (MBCT)
are ways of paying attention to the present moment,
using techniques like meditation, breathing and yoga.
Mindfulness training helps us become more aware of our
thoughts and feelings so that instead of being overwhelmed
by them, we’re better able to manage them. Taking a
mindfulness course can give people more insight into their
emotions, boost their attention and concentration and
improve relationships. Mindfulness meditation has been
shown to affect how the brain works and even its structure.
Research shows that Mindfulness can help with: recurrent
depression, anxiety disorders, addictive behaviour, stress,
chronic pain, chronic fatigue syndrome, insomnia and
more mental and physical problems.
For course details please contact Mayfair on 01694
722077.
Thank You
On behalf of everyone at Mayfair I am delighted to
say a big thank you to the Midcounties Co-operative and
its members for so generously donating their personal
dividend, enabling us to receive a cheque for £1561.67.
Supporting Mayfair in this way helps to provide services,
support and activities to the local community.
Sue Wood (Trustee)
Mayfair Fund Raising News
Many thanks to David Thomas for his excellent talk
about a trip from Beijing to Moscow. It was enjoyed by
everyone who came and raised £168 for Mayfair’s funds.
On Saturday 5th April Dorrington Players are
performing a ‘Rehearsed Play Reading’ at All Stretton
Village Hall. This is a new venture which we hope will be
well supported. All proceeds are going to Mayfair.
7 for 7.30pm, £7.50 to include refreshments.
On Monday 7th April Brightwells will be holding a
Charity Valuation Day from 2-6pm. Bring along your
treasured items and pay a fee to have Brightwells experts
tell you all about them! Further information available from
Mayfair.
continued on page 16
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Stretton 1214 Medieval Fair
ore than 100 excited local school children are
preparing for this event. Following a recent visit
to Church Stretton School we were able to see
children designing and making medieval costumes under
the direction of Mrs Sam Jones who is the Primary Liaison
Co-ordinator.
The primary schools currently participating are St
Lawrence, Stokesay, Wistanstow, Condover, Rushbury,
Dorrington and Longnor – this amounts to more than one
hundred children. St Lawrence provides the workshop area
and enables each school to send their children for one full
day per week.

M

Work in Progress

The Finished Article
The children
design their own
fabric shield of
whatever colour
they choose which
they then sew on to
the basic costume
having cut it out
earlier using an
agreed pattern. After
all their efforts we
are reliably informed
that many of them
want to join in the
street procession on
Saturday 21st June
which, with their
help we hope to be
a noisy affair and
attract attention –
what more could a
child want?
Church Stretton Secondary School also have a
programme of entertainment to contribute, which includes
a variety of music, dance and games. We will provide more
detailed information on these activities following meetings
with the teachers involved.
Meanwhile we thank all the schools and children
involved for their support.
For more information about this event please contact
Derek Smith 01694 723189 – email dereksmith42@
hotmail.com or visit www.churchstretton.co.uk

Mayfair Fund Raising News continued
Saturday 3rd May is our May Fayre! We hope the sun will
shine as we hold our 7th annual Fayre. Among the stalls will
be Books, Bric-a-Brac, Cakes, Crafts and Plants. If you are
able to donate any items we would be very grateful.
And another date for your diary is Sunday 18th May Open House at Womerton Farm (100K house as seen on
TV) Further Details will be in the May Focus.
April Dates
Saturday 5th April – Dorrington Players ‘Play Reading’ at
All Stretton Village Hall.
Monday 7th April – Brightwells Charity Valuation Day at
Mayfair, 2-6pm.
Tuesday 8th April – Daycare Outing to Harlescott and
Meole Brace Retail Parks and a Pub Lunch. All welcome.
Thursday 10th April – Daycare Coffee Morning. All
welcome.
Friday 25th April – Daycare Outing to Kenchester Water
Gardens, Herefordshire. All welcome.
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More Singers Concert:
Correction
Please Note:
Saturday 14th June
The More Singers in Concert is at the Church Stretton
School and NOT as published in March, at SHI.

February 2014
£100
£20

160		
325		

April 2014

£50
£10

130
461
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Catholic Voice

Crime Reported For Church Stretton Police Area
1st February - 28th February 2014
Theft from shop 		
1 crime
Theft from motor vehicle
3 crimes
Theft 				4 crimes
Criminal damage		
7 crimes
Burglary - non dwelling 		
3 crimes
News
Join as a Special Constable
West Mercia Police is currently recruiting Special
Constables. We are particularly interested in people to
volunteer in Shropshire.What are Special Constables?
Special constables are volunteers who carry out a variety
of roles alongside regular officers to help police their
communities. They have the same powers as regular police
officers (eg being able to arrest people), wear a similar
uniform and face the same challenges. But the role is a parttime one – a minimum of four hours each week, normally
at weekends or evenings.
Find out more
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/specials/
Visit the above website and find out:
• How to apply
• What Specials do
• Case studies
Church Stretton Local Police Team:
PS 1396 Adrian Woolley
PC 1357 Damon Preston
SS 4335 Charles Pearson
PCSO 6460 Ross O’Neil
PCSO 6064 Lisa Thomas
PCSO 6417 Dave Baron
You can contact us in the following ways:
Emergency: 999
Non-emergency only: 101
Local Police Team e-mail:
csca.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
Web site: www.westmercia.police.uk
Facebook: Church Stretton Neighbourhood Watch
Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
PACT public surgeries:
Mayfair Café
Wednesday 9th April – 2pm
Church Stretton Police station
Saturday 26th April – 9am-12 noon
Come and meet your Local Police Team
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Holy Week
oly Week begins with Passion/Palm
Sunday when Jesus rides on a donkey
through the streets of Jerusalem to
the acclaim of the people. They sing their “Hosannas” as
they lay their branches and cloaks on the roads, acclaiming
him as their king. This was fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah
62/11 “Look your king comes to you; he is humble, he
rides on a donkey”. We commemorate this joyful entry by
processing with palm branches while singing “All glory,
laud and honour to thee, Redeemer King”. However, this
joyful mood changes quite dramatically as we continue the
Mass with the solemn reading of the Passion. A reminder
indeed that Jesus had to suffer in order to bring about our
redemption, our freedom from sin and death.
On Holy Thursday we begin the celebration of the Last
Supper. Jesus called together his twelve Apostles and asked
them to prepare the Passover Meal. This was the annual meal
the Jews celebrated to remember their liberation by God from
slavery in Egypt. It was during this meal that Jesus celebrated
the first Mass when he changed the bread into his Body and
the wine into his Blood and said “Do this as a memorial of
me”. Luke 22/19,20. After this supper Jesus took his Apostles
to the garden of Gethsemane and asked them to pray for
him. Then, “sadness came over him and great distress”, and
he said, “my soul is sorrowful to the point of death”, Matt.
26/37. Thus began the sufferings of his Passion. Later he was
arrested by armed men sent by the chief priests, and taken to
Caiaphas, the high priest, and charged with blasphemy. Kept
in prison overnight in Caiaphas’s house he was taken next
day to Pilate the Roman Governor, where they demanded
that he put him to death. “Crucify him, crucify him”, they
said. These were the same people that a few days earlier had
acclaimed him as their king! These events unfold in our
Good Friday liturgy of his Passion and Death.
Holy Saturday begins quietly and ends with our celebration
of the Easter Vigil Mass when we celebrate the Resurrection
of Jesus. The Easter Candle is lit in the dark outside the
Church and taken in procession into the darkened Church
where “Christ our Light” is sung and the people celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus, who is the Light and Life of the World.
Fr. Ambrose

H

Palm Sunday Music at St James’s, Cardington
In addition to our usual Choral Evensong on 6th April,
there will be a service of music and readings suitable for
Passiontide, on Palm Sunday.
The joint choirs of St. James’s, and St. Andrew’s, Hope
Bowdler will sing items from Handel’s Messiah.
We hope you will be able to join us at 6.30pm on
Sunday 13th April, at St. James’s, Cardington.

Free Child Minder Places
Hilary’s Childminders have places available for 15 hours a
week of free childcare for 2 year olds, and for 3 and 4 year
olds in term time.
For more information please phone 724270, email
hildavies1@aol.com or call in at 220 Watling Street South.
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Letters to the Editor

Flooding and Building
t is deeply ironic that, at a time
when much of the British Isles is
being plagued by flooding, our
county council’s planning authorities
are proposing the construction of
buildings and roads on the New
House Farm site. Why? Because this
is precisely the type of land use change
destined to increase the frequency
of flooding within and (especially)
downstream of the ‘development’. I
spent my whole working life teaching
and doing research in atmospheric
science, environmental issues, urban
climatology and hydrology at a major
university and this was a type example
of landscape change with unforeseen
consequences. When rain falls on a
vegetated land surface, some runs off
overland, delayed by the vegetation
and detention in surface irregularities,
and some soaks into the overburden
(the soil and unconsolidated rock
material below). This latter portion
is either evaporated back into the
atmosphere (aided significantly by the
transpiration of plants) or is released to
run off over an extended period after
the rain event. Building on such a site
removes much of the plant cover and
seals large sections of the overburden
with impermeable buildings, roads,
footpaths and the like, as well as
introducing an artificial runoff route in
the form of drains and sewers. This has
the effect of increasing the amount of
rainfall that goes to runoff, decreasing
the lag time between the storm and
the runoff, reducing evaporation (one
of the reasons towns are warmer than
the countryside) and reducing the
water stored in the overburden. The
steeper the land surface, the greater
these changes are. This is not just
hypothetical. Measurement-based
studies of two similar areas of land,
one with an agricultural land use and
the other ‘developed’, showed that
the total runoff from the latter was 17
times that of the former (with the same
sized rainstorm) and that half of its
runoff had occurred four hours earlier.
Building also leads to greater sediment
loads in streams (sediment that is
deposited downstream) and decreased
water quality. There are many good
reasons why building on the New
House Farm site is undesirable. The
threat of increased flood frequency on
the Stretton valley floor is just another!
John Arnfield

I
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Rainfall
he recent exceptional rainfall
events have naturally caused
concern among many people
living locally in the Stretton Farm,
Ludlow Road area of the town. There
has, however, been no flooding of
properties, as far as I know, and
for this, I believe we must thank
the Environment Agency for their
maintenance work on the Townbrook
in late 2013. There is an overwhelming
scientific consensus now that extreme
weather events will occur more
frequently in the future, with climate
change, including especially severe
rainfall episodes. At the same time,
we learn that many Agency staff are
to be made redundant, as part of the
Government austerity measures. Can
there be anybody who actually believes
that tax-payer’s money will be saved in
the long term, on this and similar cuts
to essential services ?
Meanwhile, the fields adjacent
to the Townbrook have filled to the
brim with floodwater, and have acted
exactly as a Wetland should, holding
surplus water, and releasing it slowly
into the drainage system. We need
no reminder in Stretton that Local
Authorities have few qualms about
development in unsuitable places. One
of the areas identified in the past on
occasions for development, has been
this same Wetland. Should this ever
be proposed again, it may be worth
pondering where surplus displaced
rainwater might then go. It would
not take a genius to conclude that the
surrounding area is the likely place.
Wally Blake

T

UNA EPPIA
was surprised to see the letter in
February’s focus headed ‘Unhelpful
Cleric’. I fear your editor was being
unhelpful in choosing this title. It
seems to me to over step the bounds of
an editor’s neutrality. Unlike the author
of the letter, I did attend the meeting

I
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held on United Nations Day to hear
Rev John Howard. Ruth Davies’ report
in the December issue of Focus struck
me as a very fair report of the meeting.
I simply do not recognise the
meeting which the letter writer
summarises. The meeting I attended
was not a ‘hate-fest’.
John Howard was most careful
to report what he actually saw as a
Human Rights observer with the
EAPPI (Ecumenical Accompaniment
Programme in Palestine and Israel). He
was calm and measured in his language
throughout. He had volunteered
to spend 3 months as part of an
international team for the Quaker
coordinated organisation. In so doing
he put his life at risk. He was assigned
to a village in Palestine; that is why he
reported on the human rights abuses
he witnessed in Palestine. Others teams
work in Israel, they will report on their
return on what they saw in Israel.
As its name suggests, the EAPPI
does not work in Syria.
Ann-Marie Hulme
NOTE: The title of the ‘Unhelpful
Cleric’ letter referred to was that of the
author and NOT chosen by the Editors
of Focus. This correspondence is now
closed.
Flags
ust a note to remind the Focus
readers about why the flags are
going up this year. Of course,
we all know about St George’s day,
23rd April, which is also celebrating
Shakespeare’s birthday (and the date
of his death, apparently). They will
also be put up in mid-June to mark
the 800th anniversary of our Town
obtaining a Charter in 1214, followed
quite quickly by the Arts Festival
in July, when our Town becomes
international.
The final occasion will be around
the middle of October (21st to be
exact) to celebrate the victory of
Nelson over the French at Trafalgar in
1805. This could be extended to mark
Remembrance Sunday; especially this
year, the 100th anniversary of the start
of ‘the war to end all wars’.
If there are any other dates that
readers think could be celebrated,
please let me know. The flag team
would welcome any assistance in the
only slightly arduous task of the flag
operation.
Chris Kolvin

J
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Letters continued

URC Voice

The Authority of the Bible
arly in the morning on one of
the first days of October 1536,
William Tyndale was strangled
at the stake and his dead body burned.
His last words were “Lord! Open the
King of England’s eyes!”.
Tyndale was an exceptional scholar
and brilliant linguist. He was the
first person to translate the Bible into
English from its original Greek and
Hebrew, and the first to print it in
English. What was his crime?
To the Church and State
Authorities, Tyndale was a heretic.
His desire to provide all Englishspeaking people with a translation of
the Scriptures in their own language
outraged the clerical establishment in
England and led to his persecution.
He was forced to flee to the continent
to continue his work. Before Tyndale
left England he said “If God spare my
life… I will cause a boy that driveth the
plough to know more of the Scriptures
than the learned…”. Eventually he
was captured in Brussels; imprisoned,
tortured, condemned and murdered.
It is said of Tyndale that ‘he was
no simple deluded person’ but ‘a
learned enemy and politician’ who
was a ‘mighty opposite’ to the church
and State Authorities. His masterly
translation of the Holy Scriptures
formed the basis of all English Bibles
including the King James version. He is
said to have had more influence on the
English language than anybody else.
In the recent translation of the
‘New King James’ version the number
of scholars involved concluded the
preface with the following words:
‘Let readers be encouraged to
approach the Bible; not as the word of
men but as the word of God, which
effectively works in you who believe.
The same Holy Spirit who originated
the Scriptures must also make them
clear to the reader for the truths they
contain ‘are spiritually discerned’. It is
through the work of the Spirit of life
that the word of life accomplishes its
purpose in human hearts and minds.
Tyndale; Luther; Paul; John;
Peter – just some names who were
amazed at the grace of God as revealed
through Jesus Christ, and who made
it their prime aim in life to share this
wonderful truth in the languages of the
common people.
R Hodgkinson

Making Connections
ou could say (and I will!) that life is about ‘making
connections’. Our life begins as a connection between
egg and sperm in the womb: followed by a myriad of
interconnections and link ups as the foetus develops. After birth the child begins
to make connections with the outside world: making relationships and growing
to understand those relationships: and in this way developing a sense of SELF
(which is the most important possession we have).
There is always a tension between the self and its relationships. If this is a
healthy and creative tension, the self will remain balanced and continue growing
to full maturity. As life goes on, there will be more and more opportunities for
making connections. Things will just happen (that is, life will happen!) and the
self will have to choose which connections are valuable, and how to incorporate
them into the person you want to become.
One of the things that could ‘just happen’ is the idea that we live in ONE
world: which is part of a UNI-verse, where all things are connected in what
might be called a Cosmic Web. Such a thought is a concept beyond our full
understanding, because we are part of what we are thinking about. Nevertheless,
this is not a problem to be solved but rather a situation that can be accepted.
The best word for describing such an acceptance (which in effect would be a
humbling of yourself before an unfathomable mystery) would be the word GOD.
Making this connection with God, you could imagine your ‘self ’ as part of a
Greater Self: your own ‘being’ as one with Ultimate Being, which some religious
thinker has called The Ground of All Being.
Making that connection you will feel desire (or even compulsion) to become
your ‘best self ’; to find what in effect is your ‘true self ’. This would reflect the
Biblical point of view that we are all ‘made in the image and likeness of God’
which the former Chief Rabbi, Jonathan Sacks, has called ‘the single most
powerful idea in Western civilisation’.
Life then becomes a matter of making those connections (physical, spiritual
and psychological) that will advance the knowledge of your true self, and enable
you to become the person you could be, and God wants you to be.
Donald Horsfield

E
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Faster Broadband

W

ork has begun in the next 25 exchange areas to benefit
from the £24.6 million Connecting Shropshire
programme. Partners Shropshire Council and BT today announced
more details about the areas where people will be able to start accessing faster
fibre broadband over the next 14 months.
The high-speed technology is expected to start going ‘live’ in Church
Stretton and Craven Arms from this summer. For more information about the
timetable see http://www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/where-and-when/
After several months of planning and surveying work, engineers will begin
putting in the fibre optic cable and new roadside cabinets that are needed for
people to get access to the new fibre broadband network.
Connecting Shropshire will continue to keep people informed of the
progress of the programme in these and other areas via the website www.
connectingshropshire.co.uk, Shropshire councillors, parish councils and regular
updates in the media.

Little Big Band!

D

on’t forget that the Little Big Band will be playing at Rushbury
Village Hall on Bank Holiday Monday 5th May, at 7 for 7.30.
Tickets £8 (primary school children £4) include buffet. Phone
Miriam 722300 for further information.
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Church Stretton Stu
Carpe Diem?
I’m the kind of person who would rather stay at home than
go out; I’m just as contented at home watching a movie or
reading a book as I am when I’m out doing something, the
award for most boring teenager probably goes to me. I think
I’ve annoyed my friends one too many times by rejecting
their offers of going round or going out simply because I
just wanted to stay home. In fact I’ll guiltily admit that I’ve
come up with all manner of excuses, some probably rather
obvious, to avoid leaving the house.
However I think I have now reached the point where
watching an endless number of films on Netflix bores me,
and I’ve realised that in fact I am the only one missing out.
Being only fifteen I can’t really say I have many big regrets
about my life so far. I regret mainly only small things like
wishing I had revised just that little harder for that exam,
things I usually get over pretty quickly.

I think people often
leave it far too late to
do what they want to
in life. I always hear
stories of how people
with terminal illnesses
make bucket lists of
the things they want
to do before they die,
which I think is a
lovely idea, but why
should we wait until
the very end? The last
opportunity we might
have?
Everyone has some idea of things they’d like to do in their
lives, for example travelling to a new country or
city, running a marathon, taking a hot air
balloon ride or something less dramatic like
adopting the pet you’ve always wanted,
even simpler things like meeting up
with your friends more often.

“And
in the end,
it’s not the years in
your life that count.
It’s the life in your
years.”

There’s only one thing I regret deeply,
and that’s not taking up all the
opportunities I’ve been offered
simply because I’ve overthought
them: the worst time probably
being when I turned down the
offer of a school ski trip with my
friends; because I somehow told
myself I wouldn’t be able to ski despite never having tried, and I
thought I’d probably injure myself
or even worse, die. This, in reality
was completely over dramatic and I
now really wish I had gone.

But why wait until the last chance
to do so? Why not spend even a day
each month doing something you’ve
wanted to do for years?

There’s always going to be something
you have to do like giving the house or
car a good clean, but, for example, when
you’re ninety and looking back on all the things
in your life, you’re hardly going to remember the day
you stayed home to clean. I know these things have to be
done, but surely there are more important things in life?
Do something you enjoy. I might be slightly naïve but I’m
pretty sure there’ll be time for the boring stuff later.

Abraham Lincoln

I think this is a feeling shared by many people.
I’ve spoken to lots of people of all ages about this and the
majority of them told me their biggest regrets were not
doing things when they had the opportunity to and missing
out on things. One person told me they wish they’d learnt
to dance, another told me they wish they had travelled
when they were given the chance to do so, and another lady
rather cheekily told me she wished she hadn’t turned down
someone’s offer of a date.
One day we’re all probably going to be someone’s partner,
someone’s mum or dad, someone’s granddad or grandma,
maybe even one day someone’s great grandparent. We’re
going to meet new people and what are we going to tell
them? The stories from our pasts. Everything we have done,
we do, or are going to do, will one day be a story to tell
others. Every photograph we take will one day be a story for
us to show future generations - well maybe not selfies!

Don’t put things off for later, you’ll never do it. You never
know what could happen just around the corner, so make
every day count.
Seize absolutely every opportunity you can, even if you have
a bad time at least you’ll have something to rant about later,
and what’s better, to try and to fail or to not try at all? A bad
memory is better than no memory.
One day, looking back I’m positive that you’ll be happy you
made that decision.
Holly Davies

Now I don’t know about you but staying in watching
movies or television because you were tired doesn’t seem
like a very exiting story. A week from now I’ll probably even
have forgotten which rubbish chick flick I watched.
So I’ve decided that from now on I am going to start saying
yes to a lot more things, and step out of my comfort zone.
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ton Student Journalists
Materialism: The Reliance on Technology?
“My record player was my prized possession, because I
would play the ‘Joseph and his Technicolor Dreamcoat’ LP
and sing along to it.”
“Well, all I had was yoyos, jacks, marbles, skipping
ropes…nothing big or fancy. My dad painted me a doll’s cot
for Christmas!”
“My reel-to-reel tape recorder was my favourite. I used
to record comedy programmes from the TV and radio on
it…everybody seemed to do that! I had to save up for it
myself, mind.”
Does any of that sound familiar to you? Or are you left
wondering what an LP is? I personally feel as though there
is a lot for me to learn from my family (who supplied those
quotes). Perhaps the comedy shows my dad listened to are a
bit out-dated now (although he still thinks Morecambe and
Wise are the bees knees), but I do think that we can all learn
a lot from years gone by…the biggest lesson being taking a
step back and realising how materialistic we as a nation have
become.
Gone are the days when most children had only
one prized possession. Yes, most children nowadays will
probably say that they favour one thing more than another,
but they usually have the choice of four or five gadgets
that they could choose from anyway. There’s a very bad
habit arising: one that consists of buying some or even all
of the latest things, as close to its release as possible. It’s
become a form of mad competition, whether we realise it
or not. For instance, instead of just having a phone, quite
a few of us will probably own a tablet, iPod and laptop as
well. Our aim is to have things bigger and better than ever
before. This isn’t always a bad thing; it’s the attitude and
motives behind it all that is the decider. We’re all guilty of
wanting something purely for the leisure and joy of it, and
that’s fine; we all need to “switch off ” every now and again!
Materialism only begins to form when we want to possess
these gadgets in order to be bigger and better than those
around us, and when we start to rely on our gadgets too
much. Is this what my generation is destined to become: a
nation that can’t live without technology?

In certain aspects of life, relying on technology isn’t
always a negative thing. For instance, the ability to receive
up to date news by the minute is an incredible achievement.
However there is a line separating making good use of
technology and materialism, and this line is very easily
crossed. It is shocking how reliant we are on the not so
important things. If you’ve ever seen someone lose their
phone, you’ll know what I mean. The look of complete
panic on their face as they frantically search for their mobile
is an unsettling sight. It is a pain to lose all of your contacts
and messages, but it seems to me
that most people are more upset
are your reactions to these
at the fact that they can no longer
share them with other readers. check their Facebook/Twitter/other
form of social media every five
tor@strettonfocus.org.uk
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minutes, to quite often
find that nothing new has
happened anyway.
Perhaps the thing
that shocked me the most
was people’s reactions to
the recent flooding. It
has been truly awful for
so many people up and
down the country, and I
strongly feel for them. Yet
I was extremely surprised
to see many people
exclaim “My tablet!
Ruined!” or hear others
commenting “Imagine
losing your phone in a flood!” Of course, hundreds of
pounds may have bought that piece of equipment which
may be unfixable, but it’s as if we’re worried about our
material possessions nearly as much as we are about human
life. Surely our mind shouldn’t be fixed on our material
items, but the people closest to us? After all, material items
can be replaced; quality time spent with our loved ones
can’t.
I’m by no means saying that I spend just the right
amount of time and just the right amount of money on
material possessions. In fact, I’m quite the opposite. But
one of my aims is to spend less time with my phone and
laptop and more time with my friends and family. Whilst
I was on a recent holiday in Spain, I didn’t use my phone
for texting or using the internet simply because it would
have cost too much money. I did occasionally play a game
or two on it, especially on the flight there and back, but the
amount of time that I saved just by not being on my phone
as much as normal was shocking, yet also quite uplifting. If
you added up all of the time that you spent checking your
phone, updating Twitter, watching pointless TV programs
and catching up on Facebook, you may be shocked as to
how much time you lose throughout your day…and how
much time you could put to good use by doing other, more
worthy things.
I suppose what I’m trying to say is this: even if it just be
for a couple of hours, try to leave technology to one side at
least once a day. Put your phone down for a while. Catch
up over coffee with your friends, go for a walk outside, read
a book to switch off to the world of social media, spend
quality time with your family. Be grateful for the things that
you usually take for granted.
Robert A. Cook sums it up pretty well: “It all depends
on whether you have things, or they have you.”
Alice Morris
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St Laurence’s Churchyard Replanting

Anglican Voice

ntil the middle of the 20th century, St Laurence’s churchyard was graced
by many trees which have since been removed. A number of broadleaved
trees can be seen in a photograph taken in the early 20th century; there
were also a number of mature yews in the churchyard, all but one of which were
felled some years ago.
Around the early 1950s three Douglas firs were planted to the north and
south east of St Laurence’s church. The Douglas fir, a native of the west coast
of America, is valued in commercial forestry for its very rapid growth and high
yield of excellent quality timber. It is also one of the world’s tallest tree species,
capable of reaching more than 300 feet; indeed, the tallest tree in Britain is a 210
foot Douglas fir. However, these same qualities make this species quite unsuitable
for ornamental use except in large parks, so it is hard to understand why it was
ever planted in the confines of the churchyard. After some 60 years, the Douglas
firs have now outgrown their space, displacing gravestones, obstructing views of
the church, shading neighbouring properties and competing with other trees for
light and water. They have also started to drop limbs, a number of large branches
having fallen in the storms of the last two winters, fortunately without causing
injury or damage.
We have now begun the process of removing these inappropriate trees and
replanting the churchyard with more appropriate species, mainly native yews.
Common yews are a distinctive feature of many English churchyards; their
good response to pruning, slow rate of growth and remarkable longevity make
them the ideal species to surround an ancient building. By planting them we
can help recreate an attractive scattering of medium-sized trees to be enjoyed by
future generations. On the advice of Shropshire Council’s tree officer, a phased
approach is being taken; two of the Douglas firs have been removed this winter,
along with a Lawson cypress which was growing too close to the Bucks Head
Inn. The third Douglas fir will need to be felled in 10-20 years’ time to reduce
shading of properties in Churchway and to restore views of the parish church
from the north and northeast, but this should not be done until the new trees
are well established. The deodar cedar on the east side of the churchyard will
probably also be removed on a similar timescale. To replace these large trees, four
yews have already been planted to the south of the church and the planting plan
also includes three further common yews, one hornbeam and one whitebeam
to replace an existing, diseased, ornamental maple. It is intended that all other
existing churchyard trees will be retained.
The Churchwardens and PCC of St Laurence’s Church

Resurrection and life!
used to think of Good
Friday and Easter as
being solemn times remembering a
death! When someone took the trouble
to explain to me how Jesus had died in
my place so I could have life I saw it in
a new light. I was profoundly moved to
realise that Jesus deliberately rode into
Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday
to go to the cross to die for me – that
is how much He loves every one of
us! And then, after considering the
evidence with an open mind, I became
convinced, as a law student, that Jesus
must have risen from the dead – no
other explanation fitted the facts!
So we shall be giving out palm
crosses on Palm Sunday, 13th April at
all our churches. On Maundy Thursday
17th April at 11.30am in St. Laurence’s,
we shall remember how Jesus gave us
the service of Holy Communion to
remind us regularly of what it would
cost Him, His body broken and blood
shed, that we might be saved from an
eternity without Him and His gifts.
This service will contain an act of
rededication and have two hymns,
organised by John Holden.
Bishop Alistair Magowan will lead
our Hour by the Cross from 2-3pm in
St. Laurence’s, on Good Friday, 18th
April. Rev Hazel Allen will conduct a
service at St. Michael’s at 10am, with
the united service at the Methodist
Church at 10.30am, with the March of
Witness at 11.40am from the station
and event in the Square at about 12
noon.
On Resurrection Day, Easter
Sunday, 20th April, services will be
at the usual times, but with a short
communion in addition after the
11.05 service, and the services at St
Michael’s and All Saints will both be
communions.
Jesus knew that our faith may waver
under all the contrary pressures in our
society, so please join us at any of our
services to renew our relationship with
Him and receive His eternal love afresh!
A Happy Easter to all our readers.
Richard Hill

U

Recipe of the Month
Mustard Fish
am still in the fish mode this week. This is a good recipe that I have not used
for some time. It’s up to you how much Dijon Mustard you use but I put
plenty in. Start with a teaspoonful and then taste.
Ingredients:1 lb. fish fillets-cod or haddock,.the latter being my choice
4 fl. ozs. fish stock or white wine with water.
Salt and pepper to taste.
2-3cups of boiled long- grain rice.
2 small leeks. 1 ½oz butter.
7 - 10 fluid ozs. double cream. Dijon Mustard.
Put the boiled rice into a greased dish. Clean leeks and slice into rings then
sauté them in half an ounce of butter and sprinkle with salt. Place leek rings and
fish fillets, cut into wide strips, in layers on top of the rice. Pour stock or wine
into the dish. Cover with foil and bake for 20 minutes.. Remove foil. Mix cream
and mustard and pour over the fish. Serves 4
Oven temps, 220C (425 F) (Gas mark 7) Middle part of oven . It can be
frozen but will lose flavour. God bless all fishermen who go out in small boats to
harvest the fish for our tables.
Her Ladyship
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Video Game Review

A

couple of months ago we held onto nostalgia for old
video games and found new ways to hark back to
the arcades and consoles of old. This month, let us
look forward to the new video games that make 2014 an
exciting place in time to be.

Back in January, OlliOlli brought skateboarding to the
PlayStation Vita. If you enjoy ‘runner’ Games like Canabalt
or previous review game Catcha Catcha Aliens! then this is
definitely worth a look. It’s tough, mastering landings and
chaining moves together to reach higher and higher scores,
but it’s ohso satisfying when you do. OlliOlli is rumoured
to be coming to PC later this year, but for now only those
with a PlayStation Vita can enjoy it.
The strangest game I’ve
played in quite some time
is Octodad: The Dadliest
Catch. On PC, you play an
anthropomorphic octopus
who has to carry out his role
as father to a human family
without them discovering
his cephalopodic nature. To make this all the more fun,
controlling Octodad is akin to patting one’s head whilst
rubbing one’s stomach. Flipping between his arms and legs,
Octodad can be made to walk like a quadrupedal jelly if
(and only if ) the player can master the controls. Chaos is
sure to ensue!
We’re used to seeing plants fending off zombies
in PopCap’s tower defence phenomenon, Plants Vs
Zombies. Certainly, Plants Vs Zombies 2 failed to reach
the widespread success of it’s predecessor, but that hasn’t
stopped PopCap from bringing us more colourful, wacky
shenanigans. Plants Vs Zombies: Garden Warfare puts
the player in amongst the action, in control of individual
plants (and zombies) as they do battle. There’s always
charm aplenty with PopCap, and this is no different. Plants
Vs Zombies: Garden Warfare is available for Microsoft’s
Xbox 360 and Xbox One, plus it’ll be coming to PC this
summer.
Last, but by no means least, are two games that I
haven’t yet had a chance to play, but will be available for
you to enjoy by the time you read this. Both Titanfall

(Xbox One, Xbox 360 and PC) and Dark Souls 2 (Xbox
360, PlayStation 3 and PC) are for the teenage and adult
video gamer, and both are iterations on a theme rather than
something entirely different.
Titanfall is from some of the Call Of Duty team, and
that is the most obvious comparison. This time, however,
tanks are out and Titans are the name of the game. Mid
match, players can drop gigantic bipedal mech suits onto
the battlefield to up the ante. Whether this new facet
changes the nature of online gaming in the way EA and
Respawn Entertainment intend remains to be seen, but the
pedigree and premise hold promise.
Dark Souls 2 revisits the fantasy role-playing of Demon’s
Souls and Dark Souls. If you’ve heard of these games then
you’ll surely know to expect an uncompromising challenge,
filled with oblique story and misdirection. For fans of high
fantasy, such as The Lord Of The Rings, who don’t mind
having to persevere, this could well be something special.
Exciting times for video gamers of all types! All of these
games are available for you to enjoy now.
Any questions about these games, or video games in
general can be directed to James Carter at jamesdcarter@
outlook.com.
James Carter

Men’s Breakfast

5th April at 7.30am in St Laurence Parish Centre
At our next Men’s Breakfast our speaker is local man
Roger Wilson who has travelled around this country and
Europe to talk about his experiences.
Roger was diagnosed with a rare cancer in 1999. He
has had a number of recurrences over the years and a range
of different treatments. By 2003 he was working almost
full-time as a patient representative in cancer research and
the NHS. He is now well known as a cancer voice across
Europe. During this time he has chaired a national patient
group, founded two charities (for patient support and
professional education), and worked with academic and
industry researchers across the world. The challenges of his
journey have not just been physical, as he will explain.
This is an open meeting and all men are invited to come
for a hearty breakfast, hear Roger’s talk and enjoy good
company. Admission is free. More information from John
Hughes (Tel 72258)

Easter Celebration
Sunday 13th April from 3-5pm
St Laurence’s Parish Centre
Come along and take part in a celebration of the
Easter message. Crafts, games, fun, food and more.
Contact Suzan to book in for catering purposes and
to let us know of any dietary needs you may have.
Suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk or Tel 722588

28

April 2014 mag.indd 18

April 2014

Stretton Focus

14/03/2014 12:04

Quaker Voice

Church Stretton Probus Club

The Light
ne of my fondest memories of my trip to
New Zealand is worshipping at Quaker Acres. There
had been a Quaker school at Wanganui, and when
it closed the site was used by a group of Quaker families to
set up a community. They were fortunate that one of the
founding members was an architect who planned their houses
and, amongst other things, he designed the Meeting House.
This octagonal building is built of native timber. Each side
has a large window and in the centre of the roof is a tubular
skylight so there seems to be a special brightness in the middle
of the room. It felt to me a very special building; indeed it won
an award for its architecture. The website describes ‘the quiet
room’ as the Quaker Marae, the Maori word for the place
where a community meets, socially and for worship.
I’ve been remembering this unique place because there
is discussion about the updating of Friends House, the
big building opposite Euston station, which houses our
relatively small central offices. What has always been called
‘the large meeting room’ is being refurbished. It is one of
the few rooms in central London able to hold well over a
thousand people and is regularly hired out. As part of the
update, the roof is being remodelled to include a larger
version of the New Zealand skylight. It is proposed that the
room be renamed ‘The Light.’
The light is a metaphor much beloved of Friends. We
are enjoined variously to ‘wait in the light’, ‘be open to the
light’, to ‘let your light shine’ and so on. But while we love
the metaphor, not everyone thinks it’s a good name for the
room. Will people wanting to book the space know what
we are talking about when we tell them they can book ‘The
Light’? I’m sure you all have experience of how groups of
people operate and can imagine the uproar. I’m not much
concerned about what they call the room; if we end up with
somewhere having the same special sense of light, then it
will become as loved as the old ‘large meeting room.’
Lesley Richards

he beginning of February was the end of Beryl
Smith’s year as Chair of Church Stretton Probus
Club. A few short years ago Beryl joined as the
first female member of the club, an event in itself, but
then to be elected as Chair so soon was so unique that it is
believed she was the only lady to have achieved that honour
amongst all the Probus Clubs in the country. What made
this particularly interesting and complicated was that her
husband, at the same time became President of the other
Probus in the area, the Strettonvale Probus. Beryl has
enjoyed her time in office and is now looking forward to
relaxing a little, or at least spending more time on her many
other interests, some business, some voluntary and above all,
gardening!!
During Beryl’s year we have enjoyed a mixture of
interesting talks on many varied topics such as a couple
entitled “Murder and Death in Church Stretton” and
“The Gobi Desert and Beyond”. Other talks have been
by a Round the World Yachtsman and a Dog Warden. We
found the two charities Alcoholics Anonymous and SSAFA
extremely revealing.
Then in July we took a coach, accompanied by wives,
to the Anderton Boat Lift up in Cheshire. This included
a river boat trip as well as the lift from one water level to
another on the famous renovated lift. The final highlight
of our year was the Annual Lunch in February when we
invited our wives and other guests to join us at our usual
meeting place, the Longmynd Hotel.

O

T

Church Stretton in line for European Grant

W

e have been informed that Church Stretton is
in line for a major grant from the European
Community. However, the condition is that
Church Stretton adopts a more European image. Therefore
it is proposed to rename Church Stretton Eglise Stretton;
St Michael’s, All Stretton, will be known as San Michel; the
British Legion will be known as the Foreign Legion, and the
Town Hall as the Rathaus, with the Mayor being known as
the Burgermeister.
Lederhosen will be sold at Peppers, snails and sauerkraut
at Van Doesburg’s, to accompany a full range of Dutch
cheeses. The Focus magazine will be marketed as The
Brennpunkt. Yodelling will be offered by the U3A choir.
Commenting on the difficulty of renaming things,
Herr Georg Busch, formerly of the White House, said:
“The trouble with the French is that they have no
words for boulevard, café or hotel.” “I welcome crosscultural influences,” said Mr. Tom Beau-Mont, former
Burgermeister.
Ricardo Collini
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Church Stretton Probus trip to The Anderton Boat Lift
The word Probus is derived from the two words
Professional and Business, which indicates the type of
person originally expected in the membership. We can
currently list amongst our members a retired Prison
Governor, a Printer, a Master Butcher, a Bishops Advisor
and Chaplain, a Schoolmaster, a Civil Airline Pilot and
others. We welcome anyone who is interested in a lunch,
followed by an entertaining speaker, once a month. The
club is an excellent way for anyone wishing to get out to
meet others of a like mind or interest, particularly if he is
new to the area.
If anyone is interested in coming along please ring the
Secretary Philip Harmer on 01588 673002 and he will be
able to tell you more and possibly introduce you to someone
who will bring you for a trial run to a meeting.
Ian Whittaker, Vice-Chairman
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Shropshire’s Commemorative
First World War Appeal

S

hrewsbury’s civic church, St Chad’s is leading an
Appeal Project to commemorate the precious lives
lost in The Great War (later termed the First World
War). The church will be hosting special services from 24th
August 2014 to 28th June 2019; to remember every single
man and woman who made the ultimate sacrifice 100 years
ago; and they are producing a new Roll of Honour to ensure
that all the names of people who died are recorded for
posterity.
Organisers of the appeal are particularly asking for
people to come forward with the names of the men and
women who are featured on the county’s war memorials,
but whose details were missed off all other official
records at the time of their death. The new information
and updated details of the names of lives lost will then
be entered in a new Roll of Honour commemorative
book. St Chad’s will display the new leather-bound Roll
of Honour next to the original version, which will be
accessible to everyone. Soft-bound copies of the Roll will
be published and distributed around the county so that it
is easily accessible to the people of Shropshire, visitors and
researchers. Details will also be on a new dedicated website.
Sir Algernon Heber-Percy; Lord Lieutenant of
Shropshire has been invited to write the introduction to the
new Roll of Honour, the original Roll being established by
the Earl of Powis.
Fifteen years of research have gone into ensuring that
Shropshire has the most accurate and up-to-date memorial
to remember all those who lost their lives in the conflict.
The research showed that the original Roll of Honour shows
5425 names, whereas a total of 7978 names are recorded on
war memorials throughout the county.
We are therefore currently seeking details of the
names on Shropshire war memorials for which we have no
information on their deaths. The list is constantly changing
as new information becomes available, and there are no gaps
for Church Stretton itself.
The nearest queries are: Smith, F of Wistanstow,
Williams, Frederick C of Stokesay, Jones, Charles of
Munslow
There is a list of queries,
updated regularly, on www.
stchadschurchshrewsbury.com/
ww1 and it would be of great
help if readers could check this.
The team are aware that there
are bound to be some errors and
omissions, but would like to feel
they have done all they can to
identify every man.
It is envisaged that the
new Roll of Honour will be
presented at a special County
First World War Image shows Walter
Edward Rogers MM, a Shrewsbury and Upton Magna man, of
the 2/1st Shropshire Battery, Royal Horse artillery who died of gas
poisoning and wounds 23 August 1917.Image courtesy of Samantha
Charlton (nee Rogers), and her father.
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Service to commemorate the start of the First World War,
being held on Sunday 3rd August. We have already been
contacted by individuals and organisations that wish to
make a financial donation to the Appeal, and so we have set
up a special Text Donation Facility to enable a donation to
be made for £1 by texting GWAR14 £1 to 70070. Cheques
made payable to St. Chad’s can be sent to the Church
Office. Monies raised will be used, among other things, to
create the new Roll of Honour. The project is being run
with the co-operation of Shropshire Council’s Shropshire
Archives Service, and in association with the Royal British
Legion.
Full information is available from:
www.stchadschurchshrewsbury.com/ww1,
email: ww1@stchadschurchshrewsbury.com or call the
Church Office on 01743 365478.
Shropshire was one of the few counties in England to have a Roll of Honour
covering the entire county, which was presented on 4th August 1922 when the
war memorial in the Quarry Park in Shrewsbury was unveiled. The roll is
now on display in St Chad’s Church, , Shrewsbury, displayed on an English
oak lectern, carved with ‘Remember’ and which was presented on 13th
November 1925.

Photo Quiz –
Where is it?

March’s photograph was taken on Churchway.
Photograph by Nigel Strachan
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CS Library Events - April

Country Market

Holiday fun for children at the library

hen you are reading this, the
town’s Country Market will have
begun for this year. We are in
need of helpers to man the stalls at Mayfair
Centre on a Friday morning between
8.30am and 11.30 am. The market sells
a wide range of homemade cakes, garden
produce, free range eggs, chutneys, jams
and pickles, to name but a few. We also
have a craft section.
If anyone feels they would like to come
along as a producer or helper we would be
very grateful. Many hands make light work,
as they say. We intend to have a rota system
for helpers on a Friday morning.
Contact either Anne Hone on 01694
722970 or Jane Wilde on 07970 698155 if
you feel you can offer any help.
We feel this is a valuable service to the
town and, with your help hopefully we can
continue.
Ann Hone

Rhymetime:
Enjoy fun, songs, rhymes and puppets, suitable for children up to 3 years
old.
Tuesday 1st: Rhymetime 10.30-11am
Wednesday 2nd: Reading Group 2–3pm
Discussion of last month’s book, all welcome.
Thursday 3rd: Local + Family History Advice Session 1–4pm.
Let our history volunteers guide you in your local and family history
research. There is free internet access to Ancestry at your library.
Tuesday 8th: Rhymetime 10.30-11am.
Tuesday 8th: Time to Listen 11am–12noon.
A book time for adults. Come along to relax and enjoy readings and
poems spoken aloud. At this session two local authors will also be reading
from their own work.
Wednesday 9th:
Meet the Author
- Ed Hancock
7pm.
Ed Hancock
is the author
of ‘Iceland
Defrosted’ a
witty pot pourri
of all things
Icelandic. Come
and hear of his
travels around
Iceland and his
love for this
magical island,
the food, the
music, the
wildlife, and its people.
Thursday 10th: Local + Family History Advice Session 1–4pm.
Friday 11th: Volunteer Outreach Session 10am–12 noon.
Information for organisations that use volunteers and for people who
would like to volunteer locally.
Tuesday 15th: Rhymetime 10.30-11am.
Tuesday 15th: Holiday Craft Session 2.30-3.30pm.
Come and make a seasonal themed craft item. Due to space constraints
you will need a free ticket to attend this event. Please contact the library
for details. The event is suitable for primary school aged children.
Thursday 17th: Local + Family History Advice Session 1–4pm.
Tuesday 22nd: Rhymetime 10.30-11am.
Thursday 24th: Holiday Storytime 10.30 – 11am.
Seasonal Stories for all the family, plus make a picture to take home.
Thursday 24th: Local + Family History Advice Session 1–4pm.
Tuesday 29th: Rhymetime 10.30-11am.
Jenny Robinson

W

Dementia awareness
information session

Our event is on 1st April 2014 at 5-6pm.
It is being held at Mayfair Community
Centre, Easthope Road, Church Stretton.
All are welcome
For more information contact Dice or
Christine 01694 722024.
Christine Lloyd-Knight

Thank you Gill

Gill Harris has retired at the end of March after serving the community
of South Shropshire for 46 years with the library service, and at Ludlow
Visitor Information Centre.
We will miss her wonderful floral displays, which have brightened the
library even in the darkest days of winter. We will miss her inventive craft
events for the local children during their school holidays. However we will
mainly miss her calm friendly presence and helpfulness. Thank you Gill.
Jenny Robinson
Branch Manager, Church Stretton Library
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Strettons Food Bank

Methodist Voice

t the time of writing (27th February) we have been
open for just under four months and we have given
out 50 food parcels with the likelihood of more
later this week.
By supporting the SFB you are helping people of the
area who would otherwise not know where their next meal
is coming from. For some clients the problem is that they
are being reassessed for benefits and while that process is
going on (which can take several weeks) their old benefits
are stopped. For other clients they have been served a
penalty by the Job Centre, which may mean that their
job seekers allowance is stopped. Our limited experience
suggests that they are quick to serve the penalty and
sometimes they are proved wrong. Even the refurbishment
of our Post Office caused a problem for one lady who had
arrived here with nothing, but was unable to get any money
due to the closure – we helped her with food. We have
some more extreme cases that have been the cause of much
on-going work.
Clients come and when the problem is alleviated they
go, 15 being the total number of individuals/families
supported so far. The main referrals come from Mayfair and
South Shropshire Housing Association, but we have also
had referrals from Shropshire County Council, the health
visitor and the local Rector, amongst others. The workers
at Mayfair and South Shropshire Housing do a wonderful
job in supporting some of our clients in their interaction
with various authorities and we have also referred a client to
Mayfair. Working together was part of the original vision for
the SFB.
There is no doubt of the need and it would appear that
as we are becoming known, so the need is becoming more
and more apparent. The initial idea came from the Rector of
St Laurence’s Church and this was supported by Churches
Together in the Strettons, under whose auspices it is run.
Our volunteers are both Christians and non-Christians.
Members of the local Rotary Club help us with collecting
in the donations and sorting it at our storage centre. And
the whole community (or so it seems) help us with their
donations of food (but do check the ‘use by’ dates please),
toiletries, washing up liquid, washing powder, nappies and
such like.
Your help and generosity is much appreciated.
Richard Shephard

missed John Annett’s Engaging Issues talk
“From religion, good Lord, deliver us”, but
the title intrigued me. As so often in debate,
those of different views can use the same word, but with
quite different meanings. It depends what you mean by
that word- Religion.
This isn’t a new phenomenon. Over 2500 years ago
the Jewish prophet Isaiah castigated his fellow Jews: “These
people claim to worship me, but their hearts are somewhere
else. Their religion is nothing but human rules and
traditions, which they have simply memorised”. A character
in a Cadfael novel suggested that all a good Christian
needed to do was to attend church on a Sunday, and say
Amen in the right places.
Jesus, a devout but not particularly religious Jew was
scathing in his denunciation of those who were diligent in
keeping the letter but not the spirit of the Law: “They tie
heavy loads on people’s backs, but they aren’t willing to lift
a finger to help them. You hypocrites! You lock the door to
the Kingdom in people’s faces”. James, writing 2000 years
ago, paints a sarcastic picture which challenges us today.
“What good is there in saying -to those who need clothes
and are hungry: God bless you! Keep warm, and eat well!”
But there is another side to this religion business,
which Jesus taught as developing a right relationship with
our God and with one another: “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart … and love your neighbour as you love
yourself ”.
A contemporary of Isaiah, Micah, put it like this:
“What the Lord requires of us is to do what is just, to show
constant love, and to live in humble fellowship with our
God”. Jesus points to the really important teachings of
the Law, such as justice and mercy and honesty, and James
adds that “pure and genuine religion is this: to take care of
orphans and widows in their suffering, and to keep oneself
from being corrupted by the world”.
What is your image of a religious person? If it’s
someone who tries, however imperfectly to follow Micah’s
dictum to do what is just, to show constant love, and to
live in humble fellowship with our God, then can we not,
like Cadfael’s character, say a devout Amen: whatever our
tradition, faith, or other –ism is, which defines our life
philosophy.
David Jandrell

A

Flicks in the Sticks
Church Stretton. Philomena (12) Monday 7th April
Stephen Frears (High Fidelity, The Queen, Tamara Drewe)
returns to our screens with this heartfelt story of an Irish
woman searching for the son she was forced to give away after
being forced into a convent. Determined to find the son the
Catholic Church put into adoption when she was a teenager,
Philomena (Dench) is introduced to Martin (Coogan), a
onetime Government spokesperson turned journalist, who
agrees to help her look for her son. Their search will take them
to the United States and force them to confront deeply-buried
secrets from their past. Church Stretton School. Doors open
at 7pm for a 7.30pm showing. Entry £4 and £2. Refreshments
available, before and at the interval. Comfortable seating,
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new improved sound quality and easy parking at the School,
Enquiries to Eric Brown on 724330.
Hope Bowdler. Captain Phillips (12A) Wed. 9th April.
Tom Hanks is the captain in this exciting thriller. The
story of the American cargo ship, MV Maersk Alabama,
attacked and hijacked by Somali pirates. Hope Bowdler
Village Hall. Starting time 7.30pm. Tickets still only £4 and
our well-known refreshments.
Acton Scott. Philomena (12) Tuesday 15th April.
For details, see the Church Stretton entry, above.
Admission: Adults: £4.00. Students & Children: £2.00.
Ample car parking at the Hall. Refreshments served on
each of the evenings. Acton Scott Village Hall. 7.30pm.
Enquiries 781260.
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Wellbeing Appeal – Update

I

n order to keep the local community informed of
progress in establishing a new Health & Wellbeing
Centre in the Easthope Road clinic building, a
he demise of the Christian Church has been confidently
well-attended public meeting was held at the Mayfair
predicted over many centuries. Frederick the Great,
Centre on 24th February. It was emphasised that
Friedrich Engels, Sigmund Freud, Friedrich Nietzsche
the magnificent response from the local community
and many others preached that we are heading for a new age
in making 510 pledges, totalling £110,130, in just
in which Christianity will be defunct. The irony is that the
three months of the Appeal, was a decisive factor in
obituaries of all these people were written long before even
Western Europe decided it should seek to remove Christianity to persuading not only the NHS owners of the building
the private sphere, while in most of the Third World Christianity but also the other substantial trust donors of the local
commitment to support the scheme.
continues to grow at a great rate. This is happening even in
As was explained by Nicola McPherson, Mayfair
places where persecution is very strong.
Chief Officer, and Julie Thornby, Director of
What explains the resilience of orthodox Christian Faith?
Surely the two great truths of Easter have always been key: Jesus Governance and Strategy at the Shropshire Community
NHS Trust, the NHS is not currently allowed to sell
dying so we could be forgiven and Jesus rising from the dead.
Didn’t Jesus say again and again it was necessary that He should the building, as it will be continuing, in part, to provide
some health services there. However, in recognition of
die? Isn’t Christianity the only religion that says good works
the substantial fund-raising for major adaptation work
and keeping to rules do not get us to God? It honestly admits
from the community and others, particularly the Roy
that none of us are good enough for a God who is perfect, so
Fletcher Trust, the NHS Trust is exploring, with Mayfair
He came to earth in the Person of Jesus Christ to pay the price
the possibility of a long term lease, with a peppercorn
of our wrongdoing. This means, as so many have experienced
over the centuries, that we can be free! Instead of being enslaved rent and a first option to buy, should that become
possible, as well as contributing a rental income for its
to uncertainty and futilely reliant on our own efforts, we can
continued use of part of the building. This means, in
just receive God’s forgiveness as a free gift – forgiveness after all
effect, that Mayfair would be leasing the building from
is at the heart of all restored relationships. We can know God’s
the NHS, rather than from South Shropshire Housing,
accepting love, a type of love many are desperate for, because
there is nothing more we can do to make God love us any more! as was the original intention.
For this reason, Bob Welch, Chairman of the
And Jesus rising from the dead means that there is a way
Appeal, explained that the formal request to redeem the
to overcome ‘the last enemy’. We can know security through a
pledges will be deferred until after the negotiations have
child-father relationship which nothing can take away. We can
follow Him through death into life everlasting and a new heaven been completed. However, if individuals, organisations
or businesses, need to make their contributions sooner
and a new earth.
for tax or any other reasons, the Stretton Mayfair Trust
Because the two great truths of Easter meet our deepest
will be pleased to receive cheques, based on pledges,
needs, we are having a March of Witness from the station on
Good Friday, April 18th, at 11.40am, after a united service at the at their convenience. This money will be held in a
ring-fenced account and will be returned, in the most
Methodist church at 10.30am, with a celebration in the Square
unlikely event now of the project not proceeding.
at about 12 noon, organised by Churches Together. All are
Bob Welch
Nicola McPherson
welcome.
Richard Hill

T

Rubbish Survey

A

s part of their sociology degree course, students from some West Midland universities will be in Church Stretton
during April carrying out a dawn survey of the contents of domestic recycling boxes before they are emptied. The
students will record the nature of the discarded packaging of, for example, drink cartons, takeaway food boxes,
food and drinks tins, etc. They will note the fat and salt content of the foods concerned and with the help of special
computer algorithms assess the health of the households involved. Likewise, the contents of the glass recycle box will allow
an estimate of the units of alcohol consumed
by households. Where these analyses result in
suspected health issues, the household will be
referred to the medical centre.
A survey of the newspapers found in the
waste paper box will allow prediction of the
household’s political inclination and the results
will be passed to the local constituency offices
to enable them to target more efficiently their
campaigning for the next election.
If you wish to opt out of this survey, please
inform the Town Council. A spokesperson for
them said ‘It’s all a load of rubbish!’
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What’s In A Name?

Help the Red Kites

anguage is a living thing and, therefore,
changes over time. Even so, knowledge
of this truth does not always protect us
from surprise, and sometimes regret, when a
familiar and well used word is replaced by a
new arrival on the linguistic scene.
For 30 years, my family, my friends and, indeed, myself
have described my inability to hear without hearing aids
as me being ‘deaf ’. However, several months ago, two
well-meaning and kindly acquaintances suggested that
the word ‘deaf ’ should be banished from my vocabulary
in favour of the phrase ‘hearing impaired’. Being of a
naturally co-operative disposition and not wanting to appear
‘old fashioned’ (or should that be ‘un-cool’?), I agreed.
Nevertheless, I have continued to wonder why, in this
particular instance, what to me has always been a definitively
descriptive word has been replaced by a longer and clumsier
phrase? Are we now to be discouraged from ‘turning a deaf
ear’ but permitted to ‘turn a hearing impaired ear’?
In 2011, the charity originally named The National
Institute for Deaf People (RNID) changed its operating name
to Action On Hearing Loss. It did this, not from a desire
to abandon the word ‘deaf ’, but because the new phrase
was thought to describe more accurately its 21st century
activities. Some evidence of the continuing popularity of the
word ‘deaf ’ in the RNID can be gleaned from the Spring
2014 issue of the charity’s magazine. The words ‘deaf ’ or
‘deafness’ are used in the context of ‘hearing loss’ or ‘hearing
impairment’ 61 times in the articles appearing in it, including
once in the editorial and once in the Chief Executive’s
column. The words ‘hearing loss’ used in contexts from total
loss down to any lesser degree of impairment appear only
53 times. It seems to me, therefore, that so far as the RNID
is concerned, it is still socially and professionally acceptable
to use ‘deaf ’, ‘hearing loss and ‘hearing impairment’ as
interchangeable terms. For myself and, I believe, for many
other sufferers, it does not matter whether we are called
‘deaf ’, ‘hearing impaired’, or people who have ‘hearing loss’
as long as hearing people are aware of our condition and try
to make it possible for us to contribute as fully to community
life as our condition, our inclinations and our abilities allow.
To this end, the work of the Be Aware of Hearing Loss
in the Strettons Campaign (featured in three previous
editions of Stretton Focus) is continuing. Our team of
volunteer hearing loop inspectors will soon be undertaking
a second round of visits to build on the work initiated last
year. We were very grateful to the owners and operators of
loop installations for their very kind reception of us and we
hope for a continuance of their co-operation and goodwill
when we revisit them to see how the rectification of the few
problems we encountered in 2013 is progressing. We are
particularly pleased that our Town Council is being very
active in pursuit of an ambition to install a hearing loop
system in the Council Chamber and for the trouble it has
taken to involve us in its deliberations in this matter.
In addition to the Town Council, we thank everyone;
the churches, the businesses and the community at large
for acknowledging our problems and joining with us in
attempts to resolve them.
Derek Bartlett
Co-ordinator, Hearing Loss Awareness Campaign

ed Kites are now a familiar sight in the Strettons area.
They almost became extinct in Wales in the 1930s,
but the population has increased and spread since
then. Two pairs nested unsuccessfully in Shropshire in 2005,
but one pair fledged two young in 2006, the first successful
breeding for 130 years. Six nests were found in 2007, and
numbers have increased each year, so by 2011, 20 nests were
found, and 23 nests were found in 2012 (including one on
each side of Church Stretton).
In 2013, 21 nests were found (including one nest in
the Strettons area, which failed early), but the cold spring
weather affected breeding success, and only 10 were
successful, producing 19 fledged young. Several other nests
were not found, including some in this area, so we need
reports from readers to help find them this year, please.
Since the first successful breeding in 2006, more than
140 young are known to have flown from Shropshire nests.
All nests found so far have been in the AONB in the
south-west Shropshire hills.

L
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Kites usually don’t breed until they are three years
old. Young birds wander widely, so most sightings will be
of immature birds. However, there should be even more
nests to find this year, including some in north and east
Shropshire. Most nests are started in late March, but firsttime breeders may not lay until late April or early May.
Nests are usually built in large trees, on steep hillsides.
Young fly in late June or early July. Nest sites are kept
confidential.
Reports are wanted of a pair together in Spring, or one
seen several times in the same place, or one going into a
wood, in the south-west Shropshire Hills; and of a single
bird seen anywhere north or east of Church Stretton, any
time between March and June, please. All reports will be
treated in absolute confidence. Kites are very shy, and they
are legally protected. It is an offence to disturb them but
Leo Smith has the necessary monitoring licence.
The Welsh Kite Trust promotes conservation, organises
nest protection, and monitors the increasing population
and range. You can support this work, and receive a regular,
well-produced, newsletter by joining the Trust or from Leo
Smith.
If you see evidence of breeding Red Kites, we would
like to know, please.
Contact Leo Smith (leo@leosmith.org.uk)
Telephone: 01694 720296.

April 2014

Stretton Focus

14/03/2014 12:04

Gardening in April

Shopping in The Strettons

lawn in tip top condition will make a tremendous
difference to a garden, so it will be worthwhile this
month to rake off the thatch, then mow, not too
short to begin with and then apply a dressing of weed feed
and moss killer. This will turn any moss black which should
then require a further raking.
Weed growth will now be starting in borders and should
be hoed and raked before getting too established. On paths
or drives a suitable weed killer should be applied. Shrubs
in containers received some attention last month, so just a
reminder to top dress if not repotting and roses will benefit
from a ‘top rose’ dressing and a spray to deal with an early
sign of aphids and a fungicide against black spot.
Early seed potatoes can be planted out; watch for late
frosts though on young growth. Successional sowing of
salad varieties can begin with beetroot and carrots etc. Early
sowings should be protected with cloches or fleece tunnels.
Carrot fly can spoil a promising patch of carrots. They
apparently fly low to the ground, so if a low fence can be
provided using 6in boards and fine netting stretched over
the seed bed, your carrots should be safe from fly damage.
Micromesh netting will also be desirable over a brassica
patch – make sure the edges are securely pinned down to
deal with those cabbage white butterflies.
Thinking of pests – if you have fruit trees, then
wrapping the bark to deal with codling moth will be
worthwhile. The use of copper rings around pots with
precious plants and as a ring fence around special plants in
the borders, should avoid slug and snail damage.
Our Spring Show will be on Tuesday 22nd April.
Exhibition classes are:
5 stems of daffodils.
3 stems of flowering shrubs,
5 stems of any flowers excluding daffodils
spring garden flower arrangement max. size 16in x 16in.
Early questions welcomed for Gardeners’ Question Time.
Plant stall.
Ron Dapling, Church Stretton & District Gardening Club

he latest addition to the High Street, taking over the
premises formerly occupied by Clee Hill Electrics,
is the Relate furniture store. Although more charity
shops are not everyone’s idea of progress on the high
street, we do have some very high quality ones, and this
is a welcome addition to their number. In fact a couple
of elderly ladies were overheard recently on the 435 bus
from Shrewsbury saying that they made a point of visiting
Church Stretton just for its charity shops!

A

South Shropshire Rambles

April walks
6 April: Via Carding Mill Valley and the Shooting Box
to Bridges. 11 miles, Leader: Darren Hall 07837 021138
Start point Easthope Road car park. 10am
13th April: Highs and lows of Clun Forest. Moderately
strenuous. 11 miles. Leader: Peter James. 01588 640027
Start point: Cattle grid at Crossways Grid ref: 204857 10am
13th April: Easy Stroll around Strettondale. 3.5 miles,
Leader: David Aston. 01694 722604 Start point Easthope
Road car park 10.30am
20th April: Bucknell Wood, Stowe Hill and Ragged
Kingdom. 9 miles. Leader: Vanessa Childs: 07773 874047
Start point: Bucknell School Grid ref: 355737. 10am
27th April: Elan Valley. Strenuous. 14 miles Leaders:
Phil and Cheryl Johnson: 01743 241284. Start point:
Cwmdeuddwr: Grid ref: 9566789.30am
27th April: Easy walk to Gogbatch. 5 miles. Leader: Gerry
Richardson. 01694 722677. Start point: Church Stretton
Railway Station A49 side. 10.30am
Wed. 30th April: 2 hour social walk followed by drink at the
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This one is a little different, in that it will be selling only
good quality second hand furniture, so no clothes, books,
CDs, toys etc, and thus it will complement rather than
compete with the other charity shops.
It will offer a free collection service as well as house
clearance, and will also deliver locally for a small charge.
So do go in and have a look round, and talk to the friendly
staff!

Yew Tree Inn. Leader: Rose Gillan: 01694 722985
Start point: Yew Tree Inn, All Stretton 7pm. Walking boots
advised. Carry wet wear, a drink and a bite to eat, Only
Registered Assistance Dogs. In the event of inclement weather,
please telephone the leader before you set out.
Joy Nisbet

Trivia Answers
1. HUBBLE
2. ALAN FREEMAN
3. GIANT APE
4. 32
5. JEREMY THORPE
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More Miles for Mayfair

Community Wildlife Group

y the time you read this we should be well into
Spring and I should have established some good
‘base’ miles and be well into the physical and mental
preparation for my latest ‘Diagonale de France’.
My route, although subject to final confirmation from
the organising body of the French Diagonals is as follows:
Day 1: Brest - Ancenis. 312kms. Departure 05:00hrs
Day 2: Ancenis - la Rochefoucauld. 255kms.
Day 3: la Rochefoucauld - Cordes sur Ciel. 307kms.
Day 4: Cordes sur Ciel - Perpignan. 222.50kms.
Arrival time 18:14hrs.
Total: 1107kms.
Without doubt, the two final days will be the most
physical. Day 3 comprises of nearly 11,000ft of ascent
amongst the uplands of the Dordogne (Little England).
This uplands barrier cannot be avoided without additional
kilometres via a more westerly route which in itself creates
the need for additional time which is already at a premium;
in other words it is non negotiable!
The final day, Day 4, this promises to be just as
physically exacting insofar as there are six cols to cross
(mountain passes) and an ascent into the Black Mountains
immediately to the south of Carcasonne. In addition, the
Haute Languedoc has a nasty reputation for very strong
winds and a micro climate all of its own, and something
I experienced in 2003 while riding the Perpignan - Paris
‘Fleche de France’ with my wife Rose! That is a ride etched
very deeply in our memory banks. It comprised two days of
a very personal hell of gale force winds and heavy rain - it
was August too!
For those of you interested there will be a map outlining
all of the above situated in the reception at Mayfair.
So, how will I be getting home you may ask? By
bicycle of course, but with a slight ‘twist’! I shall be riding
another Diagonal; Perpignan to Strasbourg. However, this
is purely for my own ‘enjoyment’ and you’ll be delighted
to learn I won’t require your sponsorship for this! I shall
leave Perpignan two days later at 1800 in the evening for a
450km overnight epic, followed by - but that’s another tale
for another time.
Thanking all of you in anticipation.
Jim Churton

o, Spring is here and wildlife is waking up, though
some of it has actually not been asleep!
Now is the time when we are gearing up to all
our surveys, but the Red Grouse surveys are starting this
week and the initial training was last week (Thursday 27th
March)! You can still get involved, so please contact Leo
Smith NOW.
Hedgehogs need our help! There were around 30
million in the UK in the 1950s but the population has
plummeted to around 1.4 million and continues to fall.
It is important to record their presence and Strettons
Area Community Wildlife Group (SACWG), in
conjunction with the Shropshire Mammal Group, will be
monitoring them this year. SACWG will purchase ‘footprint
tunnels’ for the members who have signed up for the survey,
and initial training will be given in early April for the setting
up and positioning of the tunnels and identifying hedgehog
field signs. Once the evidence of hedgehogs is established,
there is potential for releasing orphaned hedgehogs into the
Strettons area to bolster the local population. So, even if you
are not a SACWG member, please let us know if you see
any.
You can also e-mail stuarte@shropshirewildlifetrust if
you would like to be involved.
The good news is that we now have a volunteer to assist
in the basic training for Hedgerow Surveys. If you are signed
up for these surveys you will be contacted as soon as there
are enough leaves on the hedges, and an initial training date
will be decided.
Hedgerow surveys, along with the verges, are important
as they form part of the corridors along which wildlife, in
particular birds, bats and dormice, can move. The results are
shared with the Council and other relevant organisations.
This will help to protect the rich hedgerows as well as
identifying key hedges that require improvement.
Caroline will be contacting all those who have signed up
for the Churchyard surveys as will Peta for the Swift surveys,
this latter not being until early May when the Swifts start
returning.
As you read this, we hope to have started the moths
surveys, but as of today, the cold nights mean that there are
few moths flying, though daytime temperatures should have
improved enough for several butterflies to be out and about.
Mike, Graham and Heather will be contacting you soon to
arrange visits, etc.
Please make a note of anything you see, especially those
scarce birds and any butterflies. All records are important
to us. Pop a notebook in your pocket or bag and jot down
where and when you see something which may be of
interest to us. We can pass the information on to County
Recorders on your behalf.
All of our activities can be found on the website:
www.shropscwgs.org.uk
Graham Wenman, Chairman

B

Acton Scott Gardening Club

T

he April meeting will be held on Thursday 10th
April at Acton Scott Village Hall at 7.30pm. Our
guest speaker will be Jack Willgoss of Wildegoose
Nursery, near Craven Arms. Jack’s expertise is in perennial
violas and his nursery has over 150 varieties. Jack has
nurtured many older varieties as well as introducing some
lovely new ones. It promises to be an interesting evening.
We would be happy to see non-members. The event will
cost £2.50, which includes light refreshments and a warm
welcome.
If you need further information please contact Julie
Cheese on 01694 781463.
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Dorrington Players present
For Your Ears Only

A rehearsed play reading of two humorous plays:
The Public Eye by Peter Shaffer
Ways and Means by Noël Coward
On Saturday 5th April
7.00 for 7.30 pm
All Stretton Village Hall
This is a special invitation from Church Stretton’s
Dorrington Players to:
Enjoy an evening up close and personal with actors
from your local amateur dramatic society
Get to hear the first rehearsed play reading Church
Stretton can remember
Get an intimate glimpse of the theatrical process as the
actors perform with script in hand; then share your feedback
and ideas with the director and the actors afterwards: you
decide whether or not you would like to see it on stage and
performed
Join us for what’s sure to be a relaxed, enjoyable evening
in a cabaret- style setting
All proceeds will be donated to the Mayfair Community
Centre
Bar and Raffle . £7.50 including refreshments. Tickets
available from Mayfair, John Thomas Florist, Burway
Books.
Keep up to date with the Dorrington Players via our
website at dorringtonplayers.wordpress.com
Mayfair Community Centre Charity No 1061049
Company No 3307951
John Avery
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Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

O

ur meeting on 14th April will be a talk by one of
our own members. Jeff Thomas spent his working
life at sea and in the management of commercial
shipping. He will talk about his Life as a Seafarer. The
meeting starts at 2.30pm in the Jubilee Room at Mayfair. We
welcome anyone affected by cancer, whether patient, carer
or through bereavement. Our meetings continue after the
talk with tea in the Mayfair café, a great opportunity to get
to meet and talk with people with similar experiences and
similar worries.
Genomics England
A Government led project will come into touch with
many cancer patients in the coming year. Genomics England
plans to recruit 100,000 patients to donate tissue samples for
genomic analysis. The aim is to use large-scale computing
techniques to identify cancer-causing mutations in the
human genome. It has been shown that when a mutation
is identified a treatment which inhibits the effect of that
mutation can be developed, meaning that remission, and in
some cases a cure, becomes possible.
The HER2 gene in breast cancer, which can be inhibited
by an antibody called Herceptin, is the best-known example.
Drugs which act in a similar way now help patients with
leukaemia, bowel and colon cancers, kidney cancer and
myeloma, sometimes giving people a long life when the
outlook was bleak. Work is going on in all cancers to try and
achieve the same benefits.
So if asked by your doctor to support the Genomics
England project read the patient information carefully and
if you decide to donate samples do so knowing that you will
be helping to solve some of the more difficult problems in
cancer research.
Roger Wilson
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Scrappies News
Easter School Holiday Workshops

W

e will be holding Easter school holiday workshops
for ages 5+ on Thursday 17th April. There will be
two sessions 10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm 3.30pm. The cost of a workshop is just £3.50 per child and
includes all materials and tuition. Booking is essential for
our workshops. Call 01694 722 511 to book.
Spring Open Day & Book Sale
Our Spring Open Day will be on Saturday 26th April
10am - 4pm. Scrappies open days are an opportunity for
anyone to come and see what Scrappies is all about and
what we have to offer. A book and jigsaw sale will also be
held on the day and light refreshments will be available.
Plastic Bottletop Competition
Scrappies are running a bottletop art competition.
Make a picture or pattern from plastic bottletops, mount
your design on card and submit it to the Scrappies Plastic
Bottletop Competition! Only £1 to enter for groups or
indivduals and there are prizes in each category. For groups
your design must measure between 50cm(w) x 40cm(h)
and 120cm(w) x 100cm(h) and for individuals your card
must measure 50cm(w) x 40cm(h). The competition is
open to ages 4 - 7 and ages 8 - 11. All entries must be
submitted by 11am on Saturday 26th April. Prizes will be
awarded on the day.

Stretton Choral Society
Magnificent Harmony

W

ith their musical director Paul Kelly, the choir
will be performing their Spring Concert on
Saturday May 10th at 7.30 pm in Church
Stretton School, and welcomes all to what promises to be a
great evening.
Singing J.S.Bach’s Magnificat and Haydn’s
Harmoniemisse, they will welcome back Sarah Westwoodsoprano and Marcia Hall-contralto. Joining them for their
first visit to Church Stretton will be Mitesh Khatri-tenor,
and Themba Mvula-bass.
As always, they will be accompanied by Ensemble
Musicale and their leader David Joyce.
Tickets will be on sale from April 10th at £10 and can
be obtained from John Thomas the florist, Burway Books
and choir members.
Pam Cole, 01694 723604

Countrywomen’s Guild

Community Consultation on
Town Plan 2014 - 2017

I

nvitations have been issued to all community groups
to attend a Town Plan seminar on Thursday 17th April
at 7.00pm in the Silvester Horne Institute. There is
also an open invitation to all other interested residents to
attend. The Town Council wishes to consult as widely as
possible on its next Town Plan, so that there is a genuinely
shared ownership and commitment to implementing the
Plan. By standing together, the community has recently
demonstrated what it can achieve in persuading Shropshire
Council to abandon its preferred sites for development in
favour of those identified by the community.
As national and county expenditure is cut back, it will
fall to town communities, like ours, to take on ever more
responsibility for managing our own affairs. So, we need to
be agreeing on what are the most important priorities for
our community and how we can best make use of all our
available resources for the benefit of all.
The Town Council would like to know if residents
share its proposed overriding objective of promoting the
evolving sustainability of our local community, so that it is
adaptable enough to overcome the undoubted challenges
of the coming decades, while conserving the best of its
great inheritance. The Council wants to hear the views
of residents as to what this means in practice in terms of
key elements, such as: economic resilience, housing and
infrastructure, communication and transport, health and
wellbeing, culture, sport and leisure and environmental
conservation.
This is a crucial local debate which will help to shape
the future of our community. We hope that a broad crosssection of residents of all ages, interests and experience will
want to make a contribution. So, we look forward to seeing
as many as possible on April 17th!
Cllr. Bob Welch, Chairman of the Town Council Task & Finish
Group on the Town Plan

Rail Users’ Association AGM

H

ow did Network Rail work to help Welsh ospreys?
If you’d like to find out, come along to the Rail
Users’ Association AGM on 14th April at 7.30pm
in the Parish Centre. We shall be hearing a heart-warming
story from Emyr Evans of the Montgomery Wildlife Trust
about how the much-maligned Network Rail went out of
its way to help wildlife. So whether or not you are a rail user
do come along! If you do regularly use our train service, why
not join the Association? The more members we have the
more influence we can exert.

I

t is with regret that we announce that the
Countrywomen’s Guild held their last meeting in
January. Everyone enjoyed a good lunch provided by
Roslin’s catering, which was subsidised from CWG funds.
The present committee and chairwoman felt they could
no longer serve and as no one was prepared to take over the
positions the only option was to close.
With the approval of the members and committee the
remaining funds of £361.49 were donated to Mayfair.
Country Women’s Guild committee
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Shuttle Bus Donation

Mother Goose

C

hurch Stretton Area Tourism Group continues to
support the Shropshire Hills Shuttle service with a
£500 donation. The weekend Shuttlebuses are seen
as one of Church Stretton’s superb attractions, providing
easy access into the hills for walking, sightseeing, pub
lunches and more. The route is a stunning journey in itself,
travelling over the Long Mynd to Bridges and then up to
the Stiperstones and around to Pontesbury.
The Long Mynd & Stiperstones Shuttle service has been
running from the town for over 14 years and is much loved
by local people and visitors alike. Changes for 2014 include
a new bus operator, Caradoc Coaches, and Pulverbatch is
back on the route map. Amendments have also been made
to the timetable to prevent the overcrowding issue on the
10.10am Shuttle out of Church Stretton, so we hope to see
you on board soon.
The Shuttles start on Saturday 19th April and run every
weekend and Bank Holiday Mondays until end September.
Details of the Shuttle season ticket, ticket prices, 2014
timetables, route maps and suggested walks and other
things to do can be found on the Shuttle website www.
shropshirehillsshuttles.co.uk.
STOP PRESS - Saturday 12th April - Shropshire Hills
Shuttle Roadshow – the Shuttlebus will be ‘parked up’ in
Church Stretton between 9.30 – 10.15am at Beaumont
Road and Co-op car park. So please come along to collect
your 2014 timetable, see the bus, meet the driver and get
help with planning days out!
The Shuttle service is managed by the Shropshire Hills
AONB Partnership with funding from the National Trust,
Natural England and Shropshire Council’s Sustainable
Transport Project.
Stephanie Hayes
Promotions Officer, Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership

The Royal Society
for the Protection of
Birds
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a
programme of talks and walks throughout 2014.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1 to Local Group
Members and £3 to Visitors
Walks are 50p to Local Group Members and £2 to Visitors
Coming up:
8th April – Migration through Israel - an illustrated talk by
Ed Drewitt
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
19th April – Wildlife walk at Much Wenlock/Wenlock Edge
10.00am Meet in car park ½ mile east of Much Wenlock on
north side of B4371 (SO 613 997)
Leader: Reg Dixon 01952-727892
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
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T

he All Stretton Pantomime-Mother Goose, took place
at the end of February and judging by the reaction
of the 400 or so people who made such fantastic
audiences, it was a great success. It wouldn’t have been so
successful though without lots of supporting activity. I’d
like to say a particular “Thank You” to Burway Books &
John Thomas Florist for selling tickets; to Terry Jones Travel
& the Co-op for displaying advertising boards and to the
many shopkeepers who kindly displayed posters. Without
your help we wouldn’t have had such big audiences & that
wouldn’t have been much fun at all – “Oh No it wouldn’t!”
There were lots of other people who helped as well, whether
it being making teas, sewing costumes, building & painting
scenery, etc, etc; far too many to mention individually but
nonetheless a very big “Thank You” to you too. I’ve attached
a photo of three charming ladies from the cast. If you want
to see them in action next year, put a note in your diary now
for the end of school half-term, usually the last weekend in
February. I’m very pleased to announce that the All Stretton
Drama Society is making a donation of £115 -proceeds
from refreshments, to the Church Stretton Community
First Responders, a volunteer organisation that provides
such an invaluable service to all of us in this wonderful
community.
Bill Ross, All Stretton

Parkinson’s Awareness
Week

C

hurch Stretton Support Group for Parkinson’s UK
are holding an awareness event at:-Mayfair Centre
from 10:00am to 4:00pm on Tuesday 8th April

2014.
Information on Parkinson’s and the support we can
give for those living with Parkinson’s and their carers will
be available. The local team will be pleased to answer any
questions you may have.
Richard Broughton
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Help Towards Living Well with Pain, Illness and Stress

D

o you feel that your life is limited or constrained
by living with debilitating symptoms of chronic
pain, illness or stress? If the answer is Yes!, you
may be interested in finding out more about a specialised
‘Living Well’ course running at The Mayfair Centre on eight
Tuesday mornings from 27th May. This Breathworks low cost
mindfulness course aims to introduce you to new strategies
and approaches designed to help you manage your symptoms
effectively, within a warm and friendly group setting.
The National Institute of Clinical Excellence increasingly
recognises the growing number of scientific studies proving the
benefits of mindfulness based interventions in reducing levels
of pain and stress, at the same time as helping people to gain
a greater sense of freedom in relation to chronic conditions
and enhancing quality of life. People helped so far include
those with general stress, recurrent anxiety and depression, as
well as those with many kinds of pain and illness including
chronic back pain, arthritis, fibromyalgia, chronic fatigue,
post-operative pain, cancer, multiple sclerosis, neuropathy and
Parkinsons and many others.

Our experience of pain typically includes the symptoms of
our diagnosed condition, overlaid with and exacerbated by the
tension of our thoughts and feelings about our condition and
what we tell ourselves that it means for us and about us. Whilst
we may not be able to change our diagnosis, we may find
that we have the power to positively influence the secondary
suffering of our negative reactions to our condition. This in
turn may result in a marked reduction in our overall experience
of pain and or distress.
On the course we will learn how to cultivate present
moment awareness rather than getting caught up in
preoccupations with past and future and how this can give us
more choice in how we respond to situations. We will learn
how body and breath awareness can help us to manage our
symptoms as well as how to be kinder towards ourselves.
You will be provided with three CDs and a handbook to
help you get the most out of the course by short periods of
daily practice at home. So don’t miss out on this opportunity!
If you’re interested in booking a place please contact the
Course Facilitator, Fiona Robertson. Tel: 07814 494325 or
email: fireweed7@hotmail.co.uk

Post Damage - (see March Focus)

T

he owner of the circus in question said that he thought
they had misplaced an elephant on that night; they were
on the field in Little Stretton. The field is normally used
for the open-air world tiddlywinks championship but there
was an objection last year from the local wildlife group on the
grounds that the competition caused many crickets to have
mental problems (apparently the clicking of the discs makes
the same sound as the male cricket’s mating call).
The owner of the circus stated that they sent sniffer dogs
out that night to find the elephant but owing to vast amounts
of dog mess on pavements spoiling any scent they were
unsuccessful. Next morning they sent out the dogs again but
this time they were thwarted by cars parked on the pavements.
The police said that encouraging cars to park on pavements was
a local trial and if successful it would go UK wide. When it was

pointed out that this also put partially sighted people, mothers
and prams and disabled people off the pavement the police
spokesman said ‘Well, it will keep them out of the dog mess’.
Latest news from the circus is that the elephant was
discovered in the zebra trailer. It is thought that local youths
had got in and painted the elephant black and white, and
the trainer then thought it was a zebra. She had taken large
amounts of gin to counteract malaria, which is widespread in
the Strettons in February.
The whole story is believed to have been put out by the
Council to hide more cost-cutting; the post was not steel
but putty. This is borne out by the response of the council
spokesperson who, when asked whether it was an African or
Indian elephant, said they did not know as it was wearing a
TTT
nylon mask.

Church Stretton Rotary Club

T

he club supports a schools public
speaking competition. The photo
shows student competitors and Rotary
members at “Youth Speaks” held at Bishops
Castle Community College on February 7th
2014. Rotary encourages public speaking and
presentational skills in young people by holding
an annual National “Youth Speaks” competition.
The competition encourages 11 to 17 year-olds
to experience speaking on a public platform after
formulating arguments on a topical subject.
Locally this year, Bishops Castle Community
College entered the intermediate section and
Concord College the senior section. Each team consists
of three young people, a Chairperson, Speaker and Voter
of Thanks. The winning team from each school will
progress to the District Final in March and then onto a
Regional final and, hopefully to the National final. In a
previous year Bishops Castle Community College went
through to the National Final and we wish both schools
success in the 2014 competition.
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Occasional Advertisement
Pilates in the Strettons

Strengthen, lengthen, bend and unfold with

Ruth Thompson 07860 255400
Body Control Pilates Teacher & Physiotherapist
Private Consultations or Small Groups

April 2014
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Occasional Advertisements

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

Paul E. Stephens
Property Consultants Chartered Surveyors
RICS Homebuyer Surveys
Valuations
Planning and development
WOODNALL, ALL STRETTON, SHROPSHIRE SY6 6JP

Phone: 07837 322172/01694 723891
Fax: 01694 723741
Email: paul@woodnall.co.uk

BRIDGEWOOD CRAFTS
Carpentry and Joinery
Door hanging • Architrave and skirting
Fencing • Sheds • Guttering • Decking
Bespoke hand carved house signs
Bespoke furniture
Competitive prices
Work carried out by local craftsman
Tel: 07891 904220

01694 722285
The ULTIMATE
Sunday Lunch now
being served at

The Longmynd Hotel

A choice of Traditional Home Reared Meats and Unlimited
Selection of Locally Produced Seasonal Vegetables
As an alternative, we also offer both a Fish and Vegetarian Option
2 courses - £14.95
3 courses - £ 19.95
Lunch served between 12 and 3
Book now to avoid disappointment.
Great Service, Fantastic Food, Stunning Views
Telephone: 01694 722244
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