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Disclaimer

Stretton Focus prints a wide range of articles and
letters. The views expressed in these are those of their
authors and not necessarily those of the Management
Board. The Editors exercise their right to edit any
articles, letters etc submitted for publication at their
discretion without consulting the author.
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For the March issue it is Monday 7th
February (12 noon).
For the April issue it will be Monday 7th
March.
The March Stretton Focus will be
distributed on Friday 4th March
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Stretton Focus may be purchased
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directly from Burway Books, Newsworld
(Sandford Avenue), Co-op, Spar,
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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meeting

1 Wednesday

Mayfair Community Centre
‘Lawk Naack’ Punjabi Dance Workshop.
Entry free, please book
2.00pm or 4.00pm Mayfair

See Page 23

CAMEO (Come and Meet Each Other)
formerly St Laurence's Women’s Fellowship.
Speaker: Mary Guest. ‘Talking to deaf and
deaf/blind people’
2.30pm Parish Centre
Methodist Network group
Rev Hazel Ratcliffe
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall
Church Stretton Tree Group
Talk by John Tuer: ‘A Tree Walk in Spring
looking at tree issues in South Shropshire’
Members £1.00, Non-members £2.00
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall
Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No 3
Subject: Open
7.30pm URC Hall

5 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

6 Monday

Church Stretton Flicks in the Sticks
‘Wild Target’
7.30pm CS School

See Page 7

7 Tuesday

PACT surgery in Church Stretton
2.00pm Mayfair Community Centre.

Other
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On in the Strettons in February

3

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.
Shropshire Ornithological Society
‘Community Wild-life Groups and Conservation
of threatened Birds’ Speaker Leo Smith
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall
Engaging Issues
‘Why believe in god? I don’t – does she mind?"
John Annetts
7.30 pm URC

See Page 41

8 Wednesday

Methodist Network group
Megan Morris: Wildlife Rescue Centre
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall
Amnesty International
Meeting at Church Stretton SY6 6DL.
For details ring David Owen 01694 722525
davelse@btinternet.com
7.30pm Brook House, 4 Burway Rd

See Page 27

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Jane Eyre Tickets £4/£2
7.30pm HB VH

See Page 7

9 Thursday

Quick, Easy and Healthy Cookery Demonstration
by a Midcounties Co-operative chef. Free
10.00am-12 noon Mayfair

See Page 23

10 Friday

Senior Citizens’ Club
Quiz with Claire Cotterill
2.30pm URC Hall

11 Saturday

Church Stretton Methodist Church
Church open for quiet reflection or prayer and
fellowship, with refreshments All welcome
10.00am-12noon Methodist Church

Stretton Focus Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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See Page 24

13 Monday

Shropshire Literary Society
‘Myths and Magic of Kiribati’ Ann Heeley
7.00pm CS Library

14 Tuesday

Mayfair Community Centre
‘Lawk Naack’ Punjabi Dance Workshop.
Entry free, please book
2.00pm or 4.00pm Mayfair
Church Stretton Women’s Institute
‘Pictures in Harmony’:
Ian and Hilary Templeton.
7.15pm SHI
CS Methodist Wives and Friends
Visitors and new members welcome
8.00pm Methodist Hall

15 Wednesday

Methodist Network group
Mike Edmunds: Travels in China
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall
Mayfair Winter Talks
‘High Routes of the Matterhorn’
by Jim Churton. Entry £3.50,
includes coffee/tea and biscuits.
Mayfair 7.30pm,

See Page 23

Long Mynd Camera Club
Discovering Digital
7.30pm URC Hall

See Page 29

18 Saturday

Church Stretton Methodist Church
Shrewsbury Police Choir ‘In Concert’ - Tickets
£6 from John Thomas, Burway Books and
church members
7:30 pm Methodist church

20 Monday

Royal British Legion
Quiz Evening with Ken Willis
7.45pm start CS and District Club

22 Wednesday

NZ Earthquake Memorial Service
10.15am St Laurence’s Church

See Page 42

Methodist Network group
Preparation for Women’s World Day of
Prayer
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall
Silvester Horne Institute Productions
‘Desert Island Tunes’ £2.50 on the door
2.30-4.30pm SHI

23,24,25 Thursday-Saturday

All Stretton Amateur Dramatic Society
`Hansel and Gretel’ Tickets £4 (£2.50 children)
from Burway Books and John Thomas
Matinee at 2pm on 25th
7.30pm AS VH

See Page 23

23 Thursday

Stretton Climate Care
Drop-in advice sessions
10.30am-12 noon Jemima’s Kitchen
Community Wildlife Group
Launch evening
7.00pm CS Methodist Hall.

See Page 4

24 Friday

Senior Citizens’ Club
‘Bees’ Tom Hall
2.30pm URC Hall
U3A Ceilidh
Tickets £12.50 from Burway Books,
John Thomas Florist and Wrights.
7.30pm SHI

25 Saturday

Special Cinema Club
For children up to 15 with special needs.
Particularly suitable for children with autism
Admission free. Collection for charity
3.00pm CS Methodist Church Hall
Silvester Horne Events
‘Jurassic Journey’ with Ben Osborne.
Tickets £10/£7 Family £30 from Burway
Books, John Thomas Florists CSTC Office or
www.artsalive.co.uk
7.30pm SHI

See Page 25

continued on next page
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Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘How I ended this summer’
£4 Interval refreshments
7.30pm AS VH

Church Stretton Methodist Church
‘Proverbs’ Choosing favourites and discussing.
6.00pm Methodist Church

February 2012

Drop-In sessions for Volunteers
Want to volunteer, or groups seeking
volunteers please call in for a chat with
Clive Leworthy.
10.00am-12.00 noon CS Library

12 Sunday

13/01/2012 11:27
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What's On - continued Community Wildlife Survey Group
27 Monday

project: Stretton Hills

28 Tuesday

H

Shropshire Literary Society
‘How small independent publishers work’
Karen Johnson Logaston Press
7.00pm CS Library
CS and District Flower Club
Jackie Charnock Workshop
7.30pm AS VH

29 Wednesday

Long Mynd Camera Club
Roger Hague: ‘Enjoying Myself’
7.30pm URC Hall

The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development: Europe investing in
rural areas
ave you ever spotted an interesting butterfly, plant or bird and wished
you knew what it was? You may enjoy watching wildlife programmes
on TV, but did you know that there are fascinating, rare and threatened
species living right on your doorstep? The Stretton Hills are a spectacular and
diverse natural environment that has intrigued generations of naturalists. Local
residents are now being offered the opportunity to continue this tradition of
discovering and conserving local wildlife.
The Rural Development Programme for England ‘LEADER’ scheme is
funding a project to set up a Community Wildlife Group in the Stretton Hills,
adding to groups already established elsewhere in South Shropshire. The aim is to
bring together local residents who are interested in wildlife and help them to spot
and record important local species.

2 Friday

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Ecumenical service. Everyone welcome
10.30am St Laurence’s Parish Church
Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Senna’
£4 Interval refreshments
7.30pm AS VH
Cancer Research UK
Quiz Evening with Ken Willis
Tickets £5 from 722713 or 723773
Tea and coffee available.
7.30pm start SHI

3 Saturday

RNLI
Fish and Chip Supper
Speaker Tobi O’Neill of the Southsea Lifeboat.
Tickets £7.50
7.15 for 7.30pm SHI
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See Page 27

The Shropshire Strummers.
Sing-along for charity. Tickets £7.50
Includes light supper
7.30-10.00pm Parish Centre

February 2012 mag.indd 4

It will be down to the group to decide what aspects of local biodiversity they
would like to look at, but there are a wide range of options, with experts on hand
to provide training. A number of organisations will be working together to help
the Community Wildlife group get started. This includes the Shropshire Hills
AONB, National Trust, Shropshire Council, Shropshire Wildlife Trust and the
Shropshire Ecological Data Network.
Surveys undertaken by community wildlife groups can show when species
are declining and help ensure that the best local habitats are protected. This is an
excellent opportunity to be part of something enjoyable, which will also create a
lasting legacy in the Stretton Hills area. If you are interested in taking part come
along to the launch evening on February 23rd 7.00pm at the Church Stretton
Methodist Hall. Please contact Gareth Parry for more information:
email: Gareth.parry@shropshire.gov.uk, telephone 01743 252543.
Project part financed by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
2007-2013: Europe investing in rural areas

Trivia Corner No 99 by Ken Willis
1. Who took the song ‘Lily the Pink’ to Number One in the
charts?
2. In the song, ‘The House of the Rising Sun’, in which city
was it to be found?
3. If A is Alpha and B is Bravo, what is K?
4. What is the symbol of the star sign Libra?
5. What is three eighths of 96?
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Birdlife in Your Garden

A
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nyone who feeds birds in Shropshire is familiar with
protein-rich foods to their chicks but exude ‘milk’, a rich,
our largest and commonest pigeon - the Woodpigeon. sweet liquid produced in the adult’s crop by the sloughing
This species is remarkably agile for such a heavy bird off of fluid-filled cells, said to be more nutritious than both
and adept at exploiting
human and cow’s milk.
the plentiful resources
As adults, their
of bird feeders, a
diet leads to conflict
habit that does not
with farmers, allotment
always endear it to
holders and gardeners
garden birdwatchers.
since it includes young
It is one of three
shoots, seedlings and
members of the dove
the buds of root crops,
and pigeon family
cabbage, sprouts, peas
that frequent gardens,
and grain, as well as
the other two being
seeds, leaves, fruit
the Collared Dove
(especially ivy berries)
and the feral pigeon,
and nuts. Because their
a bird whose ancestry
food items tend to lack
can be traced to the
moisture, they drink
Rock Pigeon or Rock
more often than many
Dove, found wild
other birds and are
only in the coastal
notable in being able
areas of north-west
to do so by using their
Britain. Woodpigeons
bills like a straw rather
are large, but with a
than taking up water
Woodpigeons frequently bathe and drink at our birdbaths and ponds.
relatively small head,
and then draining it
(Photo: Josie Latus, BTO Library)
are primarily grey, with
down their throats by
a pink hue to the breast,
raising their heads.
and have white patches on the neck and wings. Viewed in
Woodpigeons were almost certainly once less common
the right light, they also boast beautiful iridescent violet and than today but have increased in number over the past two
green neck feathers. Youngsters do not show the areas of
centuries in response to the expansion in arable agriculture,
white feathers on the neck and develop these during their
and garden populations have reflected this increase. As an
first year of life.
agricultural pest, they are shot in large numbers but this has
Woodpigeons have a striking
only a limited effect on population
nuptial display in which the male
size as the culling does not exceed
walks sedately on the ground or a
the natural rate of loss that would
tree branch, neck swollen to show
have been brought about by food
off his colourful feathers, with
shortages during the winter.
lowered wings and a fanned tail,
In the United Kingdom,
often accompanied by an elaborate
the Woodpigeon is ubiquitous,
‘bowing’ to his prospective mate.
resident and sedentary, rarely
In flight, display involves a steep
wandering more than a few
ascent, ending with sharp cracking
kilometres from its birth location.
sounds made by wings, followed by
Northern and eastern European
a downward glide on stiff wings.
birds do migrate, however, and our
Few will be unfamiliar with the
populations may be swollen in the
song, a five-syllable cooing with
winter, sometimes by flocks of over
a distinct rhythm that invites
1,000 individuals, although native
translation into human speech - my
birds will also flock outside the
favourite is “My feet hurt, Betty”.
breeding season.
Woodpigeons breed in
John Arnfield
woodlands, scrub and hedges
but also use parks and gardens.
The author is British Trust
They prefer tall trees and build a
for Ornithology Ambassador for
simple platform nest of sticks in
the Garden BirdWatch (GBW)
which two glossy white eggs are
scheme in southern Shropshire
The Woodpigeon is a bird of graceful beauty, despite its
laid. Being opportunistic nesters,
and is available to speak to local
they will take advantage of a warm status as a pest. The white incomplete collar gives rise to its organisations on GBW, as well as
widely used alternative name of Ring Dove.
period to build a nest and lay eggs,
answering questions on garden
(Photo: John Arnfield)
even in winter (although they are
birds and feeding. If you would
equally quick to abandon nests
like to make your garden count
if the weather worsens). In fact, Woodpigeons have been
for conservation, please give Garden BirdWatch a go – it is
known to nest in every month of the year in Britain. Unlike
simple and great fun! For a free “taster” pack please contact
most other garden birds, they do not feed insects and other
John on (01694) 724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.edu.
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French Bike Challenge

A

t the end of May/early June, Jim Churton, a
recently retired railwayman of Alison Road in
Church Stretton, will attempt one of France's more
exacting long distance cycling challenges, the Brest to
Strasbourg ‘Diagonale de France’.
All ‘Diagonales’ have extremely rigid rules and
regulations which are strictly monitored throughout the
selected route; departure
and arrival times are
administered by the
Gendarmaries! Brest to
Strasbourg is over 1,050
kilometres and is given a
maximum time allowance
of just 88 hours which
includes all eating, sleeping
and comfort breaks.
On average a Diagonale
is successfully completed nine times each year though
many French cyclists – most of them a lot younger than
Jim! – will try. Despite basic survival, the French language
and the enormity of the challenge he has set himself,
he is looking forward to it and hoping to attract your
sponsorship for the RNLI.
Why the RNLI? Find out next month when his
preparations towards this epic trip are reported.

Gardening in February

T

7

he weather will no doubt be very wintry and hardly
conducive to outside tasks. However, it will be
noticeable that day length has increased slightly, so
Spring is not too far off in the future.
A start can be made setting up seed potatoes to chit in
trays or egg boxes. Place in a cool, light, frost free situation.
Remember to get sufficient bags of compost for early sowings
and planting and keep them in a frost-free shed or greenhouse.
Raised beds for vegetable growing are now very popular
and flat-pack kits are available, but a ‘do it yourself solution’
can be achieved using 150cm x 25cm (6” x 1”) rough sawn
treated soft wood from builders’ merchants.
Clear debris and fallen leaves from flower borders and
complete rough digging of the vegetable
patch, turning in bulky organic well-rotted
manure and any compost available.
Continue pruning of shrubs and hedges
which may have got out of hand. A reminder
that hedges overgrowing public footways,
if neglected, can be inconsiderate and even
dangerous to passers-by. I recall this being particularly
desirable where blind persons frequently used the pathway.
Make sure that you have planted all the spring flowering
bulblets that should eventually be large enough to produce
a flower.
Sow broad beans,
lettuce, spinach, spring
onion and radish under
cloches.
Our next meeting is
the AGM on Tuesday,
28th February. This will be
at 7.00 pm, followed at 8.00 pm by our speaker, Mrs Sue
Russell, on the subject of ‘Old Fashioned Roses’.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

Flicks in the Sticks

Sketch map of France’s ‘Diagonales’.

StRETTON FOCUS

February 2012 mag.indd 6

February 2012

Jim Churton prepares!

Church Stretton
Monday 6th February at 7.30 in Church
Stretton School
Wild Target
Hit-man Victor Maynard is proud of
his family’s tradition in the profession,
and is endlessly reminded of his heritage
by his interfering mother. When he has
problems completing a contract on Rose
he is very annoyed to find another company brought in to
complete the job. Impulsively defending his former target
he finds he is now in danger himself. This is new territory
for him - protecting a kleptomaniac wild cannon, or, to put
it another way, a head-strong but very attractive young lady.
Tickets £4, £2 on the door. Doors open 7.00 for a 7.30
showing. Refreshments available, etc.
Hope Bowdler
Wednesday 8th February at 7.30pm.
Jane Eyre in Hope Bowdler Village Hall. This latest
version of the film stars Mia Wasikowska and Michael
Fassbender. Not to be missed!
Tickets £4 and £2 (for under sixteens). Home-made
refreshments in the interval.
Advance notice for March. The Help.

13/01/2012 11:27

Parents’ Corner

February Fun Dates for all the Family

Yummy Cheesy Loaf Recipe

Potato Day
11th February at Shropshire Wildlife Trust Visitor Centre,
Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6AH.
www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk Phone 01743 284280
With over 40 new and tested varieties of potato on sale,
vegetable seed and onion sets.
A fun day out for the whole family with potato printing and
homemade refreshments.
10.00am-3.00pm. FREE
Half Term Family Fun Trail at Stokesay Castle
February 11th-19th
10.00am – 4.00pm
Calling all junior investigators….Can you help us crack clues
and solve a mystery to earn your prize?
Snowdrop Walks at Attingham Park
Throughout February 11.00am - 1pm
As you go on a Warden led walk around the grounds see the
beautiful snowdrops and learn about their history.
Information: phone 01743 708123 or see their website

Vegetable oil for greasing
160 g plain flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
20 g soft butter
80 g (1) fresh apple
60 g mature Cheddar cheese
1 egg
Up to 50 ml apple juice

StRETTON FOCUS February 2012
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You will need - scales, teaspoon, measuring jug, small loaf
tin (500 g size), pastry brush, baking tray, mixing bowl,
table knife, grater, fork, tablespoon, spatula, oven gloves
(for adult use not for children remember).
Before cooking, wash your hands and put on an apron or
an old t-shirt. Weigh or measure all the ingredients. Ask
a grown-up to preheat the oven at 160°C fan/180°C/gas
mark 4.
Grease a loaf tin with a little oil and place it on the baking
tray.
Put the flour and baking powder and butter into a bowl.
Rub them together using your fingertips (we call this
tickling the mixture) until you get a fine crumbly mixture.
Ask a grown-up to help you cut up the apple with the
table knife into small bite size pieces. Put them flat side
down so the pieces don’t wobble while you cut them. Add
these to the bowl.
Grate the cheese using the large side of the grater so you
get bigger pieces and add 40g of the cheese and then add
the flour to the mix. (What this means is that only 40g of
the cheese is added in this step).
Now break the egg in the cup and beat it with the fork.
Then add it to the mixture. You may need to add some
apple juice to moisten the mixture – it should feel, and
look, like a thick cake mix.
Spoon it into the loaf tin and sprinkle the top with the
remaining 20g of cheese, pressing down with your hands
so it sticks to the surface. Ask a grown-up to bake it in the
oven for about 40 - 45 minutes, or until it is golden brown
and has risen well. Gobble up, and the apple too, and
enjoy!!
William’s Joke of the Month
Q - When do Elephants have eight feet?
A - When there are two of them

13/01/2012 11:27
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters
Communications to Residents and Readers
As co-authors of the Community Matters, our aim is
to try to communicate honest and factual information,
but unfortunately topics are often either misinterpreted
or misunderstood, or totally taken out of context due to
rumour and hearsay, which is sometimes enhanced by
inaccurate media reports. Therefore we thought it would be
beneficial to all concerned to issue a statement of facts on the
many ongoing matters of concern and interest.
Parking in Church Stretton
Following the publicity around the town and in the press,
and concerns of residents and visitors, we can report that all
80+ free two hour parking spaces in and around the centre
of Church Stretton are staying. However, the present misuse
of the Square parking will now be ‘controlled’ to give a free
two-hour turnaround of eight parking spaces. The Lion
Meadow Pay and Display car park is still under the control
of Shropshire Council, as is any further development on any
town enhancement programme.
Please see separate article “Shropshire Council U-turn on
High Street Reorganisation”

Messaging Service
The idea of this service is to distribute useful information
to as wide an audience as possible. It is hoped that those
on the database for receiving this information will, in turn,
forward it to others, thus maximising the numbers reached.
Thirty-two organisations have signed to this service so far.
Items on non-political matters for information would be
welcome. (Please note this is not a system for ‘what’s on’ type
information) It is hoped this will become a useful way to
keep residents informed and if you would like to be added to
the distribution list please let the Town Council know.

StRETTON FOCUS
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Russells Meadow, Robinsons Field (Brooksbury)
For a few years now, there have been ambitions to build
a new pavilion in Russells Meadow for the many football
teams and the Cricket Club and to improve the football
pitches. The Town Council has been working closely with
representatives from the local sports clubs in fund-raising
activities and trying to source grants to enable this project to
go ahead. To date, the Town Council has paid out £19½k in
architects, planning and consultancy fees etc. in the process
of sourcing funding for this project.
We are pleased that we have recently been awarded
Public Toilets
£50k from Sport England towards the much needed
Due to county cut-backs by Shropshire Council, the Town
improvements to the football pitches on Richard Robinson
Council agreed to take over the ownership and maintenance field, to include drainage and grading. Hopefully these
of the Easthope Road Public toilets from SC to avoid their
works, as phase 1 of the whole project, will commence early
closure. The Town Council already owns and maintains the Spring 2012.
Lutwyche Road toilets and it was felt that we also had to
However, trying to obtain the necessary funding for the
keep open the Easthope Road toilets to provide the necessary pavilion itself is proving extremely difficult. The Town
facilities for residents and visitors. The cost of maintaining/
Council will shortly be arranging a meeting with the sports
service/consumables amount to £23,500 per year for both
clubs to try to establish how best we can move this project
sets of toilets, with only a very small grant (£5,000) from SC forward.
towards the first year’s running costs of the Easthope Road
toilets.
Silvester Horne Institute
Following the completion of the recent restoration
Markets
programme, the response from the public attending recent
Due to the present economic climate it has been difficult to events has been very favourable. Encouragingly, there is a
maintain the Saturday markets and so they are currently ‘on marked increase in bookings and an Events Programme is
hold’ but several ideas have been presented to the Council
now in full swing for the coming year. Please keep an eye on
for the summer period and so it is hoped that these will be
local notice boards and in Focus for the varied and exciting
resumed. The Thursday market is still very active and much events being planned. Improvements are on-going to further
appreciated by all residents. There is no threat to this market enhance the facilities so that in the next few years the SHI
(contrary to some erroneous press reports).
will become an even more valued venue for the community
in and around the Church Stretton area.
Housing in General
There appears to be some confusion in the latest SAMDev
Conclusion
(Site Allocations and Management of Development)
Anyone who wants to bring any issues to the attention of the
LDF figures submitted to Shropshire Council (SC) at
Town Council please either write to: Church Stretton Town
the end of 2011. Originally from the publication/booklet
Council, 60 High Street, Church Stretton
issued by SC in 2010, a figure of 200 minimum and 500
e-mail: personal assistant@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
maximum homes were to be built between 2006 and 2026. or telephone: 01694 722113
Therefore, apart from the 246 homes already built, approved
but not completed or started, a balance of 150 homes will be Planning Issues
added to the figure to make a total of 396. These 150 homes Full details of decisions and current planning applications
(subject to suitable sites being identified) will not be started can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60 High
until 2016 and then phased over the ten year period to 2026. Street and on the Town Council website
This overall figure of 396 is therefore 20% lower than the
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk .
original 500 stated in the 2010 document and the homes are
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
a mixture of market prices, affordable and rented.
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor
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High Street Reorganisation

Shropshire Council U-Turn on Church Stretton High Street

O

n 3rd January, the Southern
Area Planning Committee
of Shropshire Council made
its final decision not to make any
improvement to the accessibility of
the High Street. In doing so, the
Committee overturned the decision
it took at its last meeting in October
to proceed with the pavement
widening of Church Stretton High
Street. The Committee rejected the
recommendation to proceed from its
own Transport Planning Officers, who
have been researching and consulting
on the possible options for the last
four years. The Committee decided
to take account of the last minute
anti-campaign, based on partial and
misleading information, rather than
the repeated recommendations of the
Town Council, based on the majority
view from previous formal public
consultations and its own researches,
of the beneficial impact on trade in
every other market town of improving
pedestrian accessibility.
The Town Council is pleased
that the Committee recognised that
the inaccessibility of the High Street
remains to be addressed, especially
in view of the increasing number
of elderly disabled residents in the

town. However, it is puzzling that the
majority on the Committee should
now favour a complete one-way system
for the whole town centre. This is
puzzling on two counts. Firstly, because
only a minority of residents and traders
backed the one-way option, when just
for the High Street. Secondly, four
years ago, Shropshire Council’s own
officers ruled out the now-favoured
one-way option for the whole town
centre on the grounds of excessive cost!
In the light of the Committee’s
stance, the Town Council will open
discussions with Shropshire Council if
and when the Committee’s preferred
alternative option can be financed by
Shropshire Council, before launching
any other local consultation.
Given Shropshire Council’s likely
answer, that will allow ample time
for the wounds to heal from this
divisive but still unfinished business.
The Town Council is very aware that
strong emotions have been aroused on
both sides of the argument. Now the
democratic decision has finally been
taken, the Town Council’s over-riding
priority is to help heal those wounds
and encourage both traders and
residents to resume supporting each
other in the way that has always helped

B

Rotary Club of Church Stretton
he Rotary Club of Church Stretton would like to thank everyone
who supported the Tree of Lights, remembering loved ones at a
very poignant time of the year. We would also like to thank all
those who turned out on Christmas Eve for the Carols in the Square in
Church Stretton. The Tree of Light was a tremendous success, raising
£3,038 (excluding Gift Aid).Carols in the Square brought a large crowd
of people, getting everyone into the Christmas spirit, and through
everyone’s big-heartedness raised an overwhelming £687.00 for Rotary
Charities and The Lingen Davies Appeal.
We would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year.

T
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Berry’s
erry’s mulled wine before, during and
after Carols in The Square on Christmas
Eve raised £400 for Stretton Cancer
Care, a local charity supporting those affected
by cancer. Thank you to all those who had
a glass (or two) and to Mike Bugiel at the
Co-op, who gave us a Community Cheque to
help defray the cost of the ingredients.
Thanks, and best wishes,
John Gott

this town to flourish in the past. To
that end, the Town Council will seek
early dialogue with the Chamber of
Trade on what recommendations
can be implemented locally from the
recent national report by Mary Portas
on how High Street shops can be
helped to survive, other than her key
recommendation of the importance of
improving pedestrian accessibility.
However, there remains the risk, as
officers have warned, that Shropshire
Council may have opened itself to legal
challenge by contravening the Equality
Act 2010, by not using earmarked
funding to benefit disadvantaged
residents.
Cllr Bob Welch, Town Mayor,
commented: “The new Localism Act
2011cannot be implemented quickly
enough, ensuring that, in future, local
decisions should be taken by local
town councillors. This Shropshire
Council decision will disadvantage
our increasing number of disabled
residents for another generation at least
and leave the town at a competitive
disadvantage to all the other market
towns in the county, which have
already benefited from this Shropshire
Council funding.”
Church Stretton Town Council
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Farming Shaped our Local Culture

G

aerstone Farm, at the top of Sandford Avenue, is
half in Hope Bowdler and half in Church Stretton.
Sid and Brenda Hyde have farmed there for over
50 years and were invited to share their memories with
Church Stretton U3A Local History Group. The stories were
inspirational and painted a picture of love of animals, hard
work, community spirit and business acumen.
A Family Affair
The essence of farming is built on families and
relationships amongst members. Perhaps more than
any other profession, successful farming relies on family
generations living and working
together. Farm wives are key partners
in running a farm. Sid and Brenda live
and work as a true partnership in every
sense of the word, both being involved
in all aspects of working at Gaerstone
Farm. Sid said that in his early years,
his granddad was a boy’s best friend in teaching him what he
needed to do.
Livestock
Gaerstone Farm is a livestock farm of about 2,500 sheep
and 120 cattle. The farm is also the only one left in the area
breeding and rearing livestock as well as buying and selling
animals. The farmer’s working cycle is 24/7 with any change
governed by the seasons. Nurturing sheep and cows is a
prime activity. Some examples include digging out sheep and
lambs buried in snow drifts and being present at birth to
ensure lambs are suckled by the real mother.
Care of livestock also includes the role of working farm
dogs. Sid and Brenda have always relied on the good sense
and boundless energy of sheepdogs. “I could not imagine a
farm without working dogs” said Sid, “They are part of the
team”.
Showing the livestock at national and regional events is
important. Shows are a shop window for buying and selling
the best of stock, and an opportunity for farmers to learn
from each other and keep up to date. The Church Stretton
Sheep Fair was at its peak in the 1970s. Taking place in what
is now Lion Meadow car park, 10,000 sheep were bought
and sold each year.
The Community
Out of necessity, farmers can lead a solitary life for much
of the time as labour intensive agriculture has given way to

mechanisation. Development of farm machinery resulted in
the need for fewer people to work on the land. Decline in
rural populations resulted from labour leaving the land for
urban employment. However, the Hydes are very conscious
of the importance of fostering relationships with friends and
neighbours in the community. ‘Tug-o-War’ teams and darts
competitions have played a part in ‘switching off ’ whilst
enjoying the company of friends. A tribute to the affection
held for Sid and Brenda was the attendance by three sets of
neighbours who enjoyed listening to ‘their friends next door’.
Young farmers’ activities are important in rural life.
A serious element in developing
tomorrow’s farmers in a range of
skills, from stock judging to public
speaking, is combined with social
activities within the community. A
slight sadness amongst the farming
community is the apparent reduction
in importance of annual Harvest Festival celebrations in late
September or early October. The occasion for farmers and
the wider community coming together to give thanks for
land and harvest in its various forms was regarded as special.
Could it be that we take farms and farming too much for
granted in the present day?
Our history and culture
After the Second World War, government supported
agriculture as part of a cheaper food policy. Grants and
subsidies for food production were paid until about 15
years ago. Subsequently, farm support was switched to
environmental protection as a result of EU policy.
At Gaerstone Farm, farming generations have developed
the earth’s natural resources and making a living for the
direct benefit of others. It is probable that most of us in the
Strettons, particularly those who have arrived in the last 20
years, have only limited experience of farming life. Sid and
Brenda have shared the experiences of one family, giving a
deeper insight into the agricultural and farming lifestyle,
a fundamental and substantial feature of our local history.
The way the Long Mynd hills appear today and attract
such interest is as a result of farming over the centuries. All
of us privileged to be present at this event came away far
wiser and much more appreciative of farming than when we
arrived.
Barrie Oxtoby and John Sumner
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.. in what is now Lion
Meadow car park, 10,000
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February 2012 mag.indd 10

13/01/2012 11:27

t

Happy Days at Longmynd Adventure Camp

17

Thermal systems should also create an income stream via
the Government’s Renewable Heat Incentive.
Charitable Object
In July 2011 the Trustees launched the Bill
Williams Fund [BWF] as their primary fundraising
platform. Wistanstow village bobby Bill founded the
Camp in 1958 to provide free rural respite breaks for
disadvantaged Black Country and Salopian children.
t will be smiles all round when Longmynd Adventure
Meritorious
groups are now being identified through the
Camp Trustees gather for our next AGM in March. Our
Shropshire
Youth
Association (also a charity) with the first
2011 Annual Report will confirm continuing success on
groups
enjoying
free
use of the Camp later this year. The
all fronts in the provision of respite break accommodation
Fund
will
also
support
out of County children for camps
for children in need.
The completion of a £130,000 refurbishment
programme, successful introduction
of energy conservation and
microgeneration measures and a return
to original charitable roots will all be
causes for celebration.

I

Philip Dunne MP, members of the 1st Pontesbury Guides with far right front
Don Rogers (LMAC Chairman) and Bill Williams BEM (LMAC Founder)
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‘Kill Bill’ Energy Programme
Shrewsbury based Salop Energy
completed their installation of three
solar energy systems in April 2011.
The Camp not only now generates
and exports electricity, but the sun also
heats water for showers and kitchen
use too. This is all part of the Camp’s
longer term objective to become selfsupporting whilst being mindful of
environmental issues. The Trustees also Blast from the 1960’s – happy campers put on a makeshift fancy dress party. One
lad with an orange sleeping bag came as a carrot crowned with a tuft of bracken!
wanted to further stimulate children’s
interest in their natural environment, so
the move to renewable, microenergy generation was very
continued on next page
much a logical step. Later in 2012 the Camp’s two Solar

February 2012

Crucial Refurbishments
The refurbished Camp is winning
increased patronage particularly from
schools serving special needs children.
Four such schools enjoyed one or more
stays in 2011. The customary week long
camp for children from the Sparkbrook
area of Birmingham was again popularly
supported and staffed by Shropshire
carers who gifted their time. The
feedback from children and their carers
about the Camp’s new and improved
facilities has been very positive and
is reflected in the volume of booking
enquiries.
Many small jobs are being
undertaken this winter plus one
larger project. Our ablution facilities for
wheelchair users have been upgraded to
include a wet room with an improved
ergonomic layout for the rest of the
unit. The facility is linked to the Mess
Hall and dedicated single bedded
bunkhouse by a wheelchair friendly
path funded by rugby children’s charity
Wooden Spoon.
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Happy Days at Longmynd Adventure Camp - continued
staffed by Shropshire based carers gifting their services as an
act of charity. The existing Sparkbrook camp happily falls
into this category and reminds us of the Camp’s heritage.
The BWF got off to a flying start in 2011 with
donations from the Shropshire Masonic Charitable
Association, Millichope Foundation, Oyster
Communications, Barclays Bank plc and the Stretton Ale
Trail. Thank you, one and all, for your kindnesses.
A delighted Don Rogers reports, ‘The Camp has come
full circle through a testing period of extreme adversity to
re-establish its core Charitable Objects from a position of
strength. I’m truly delighted that all this has come about
in Bill Williams’ lifetime. I know it means a great deal to
him. I appeal to everyone with means to get behind the Bill
Williams Fund – just £9 accommodates a deserving child for
a day and night.’

to the Camp’s Infrastructure Fund. Continuing fulfilment
of this aim should enable future generations of Trustees to
finance major refurbishment works. We plan to allocate rents
received from the BWF to the Camp’s infrastructure fund.
There’s a Jewish proverb simply stating that ‘man plans
and God laughs’. The Trustees very much feel that on
this occasion their plans were blessed from above! They
extend their heartfelt thanks to everyone else on the mortal
coil who contributed money and/or labour in the Camp’s
time of need. The Camp looks set for another 50 years of
productive, charitable and community service.

New Trustees Appeal
We are looking for more kindred spirits to come and
join us in 2011 – we would particularly like to hear from
local people with financial, fundraising, PR, administrative,
electrical or building trades’ expertise.
KimMarch (LMAC Sec)
The Next 50 Years
01694 724991
Whilst the Camp’s future is much brighter the Trustees
kim.march@virgin.net
still need to allocate at least £7,500 + inflation compound p.a.
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Guidelines for Focus Contributors
Submitting your article
There are three ways to send in your contributions:
• Electronically – e-mail the article (either as part of
your e-mail, or preferably as a separate attachment) to
editor@strettonfocus.org.uk
• Electronically – complete and send the Submissions
Form on the Stretton Focus website
• Hard Copy – deliver your article – (by hand or post) to
Wright’s Estate Agency in Church Stretton.
Guidelines for Contributors sending articles by e-mail
• Keep to the copy deadline as things that come late
will of necessity have less attention from us and may
be disregarded altogether as that is the purpose of a
‘deadline’! Space is always at a premium so please don’t
rely on the fact that we’ve managed to ‘squeeze items in’
in the past.
• Only send us a final version – it is very difficult when
we get multiple requests for us to amend things that you
have previously sent in, and we are quite likely to get it
wrong.
• Letters and religious ‘Voices’ should be no longer than
400 – 450 words and the Editors reserve the right not
to publish a letter if they feel its content is unsuitable in
any way.
• Articles should be no more than 600 words long. This is
especially important if photographs are to be included.
• Give the e-mail that you send to the editorial team a
relevant title (ie one that corresponds to the subject
of your article). This will enable us to identify it from
other Focus e-mails, if we need to go back to it. On
your computer ‘Focus Article’ may be a helpful title.
However, if we have an inbox full of e-mails all entitled
‘Focus Article’ it is not easy for us to find a specific
item!
• Save your file (preferably a Word file but text – TXT
– would suffice) with the same title as the article itself –
(and then use this as the title of your e-mail message (ie
NOT ‘Focus article’).

February 2012 mag.indd 12

•

Don’t put a load of formatting in your article (eg tables).
These will only be removed by the editorial team in
order to fit into the Focus house-style.
• Send photographs as JPEGs and please ensure that these
are reasonable quality if possible (ie at least 1.5MB. If in
doubt, ask!)
• Do not embed photos as part of the text. Always send
these as separate items.
• If your item has been ‘designed’ as a poster, it would be
preferable to send us the basic text separately. It is not
always easy to extract the text from JPEGs or PDFs and
having separate text might make the difference to your
item being included in Focus or not.
General comments and advice
As a rule any items received electronically by either of
the ways already mentioned will be acknowledged by the
designated Editor in Chief for that particular month. Unless
e-mails are sent to ‘editor@strettonfocus.org.uk’ there is no
guarantee that a response will be received especially if the
correspondence is sent to one of the Editors private e-mail
addresses because they are a personal friend. Computers,
service providers etc are notoriously problematic so if items
are sent to the Editors in general, there is a better chance that
they will ‘get through’!
However, acknowledgement does not necessarily mean that
the item/s will be published in that month’s magazine. While
every effort is made to ensure that time-sensitive material
is included in the relevant month’s issue, other material
may have to be put on hold or in some circumstances not
included at all due to the availability of space.
There has never been an Editorial policy to contact
submitters to inform them whether their item etc would
or would not be published. There just isn’t time and it
would not be fair to the people who diligently submit
hard-copy material every month and who never expect
acknowledgement.
Remember: the Editors’ decision is final!
Focus Editorial Team
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Catholic Voice

Asking the wrong question
Quakers are often asked, ‘What
do you believe?’ We tend to give very
woolly answers and we get worried that
we can’t give a clear, satisfactory and true
answer. But perhaps the problem is not
with the answer, but with the question. It is natural that
people ask about belief, because that is what is generally seen
as defining a group of people who worship together. The
problem is that it doesn’t work like that. Within any faith
group there are differences, differences in understanding,
differences of belief, and differences in what is found most
inspiring. These differences are generally seen as problems,
a sense that is being echoed amongst Quakers when they
worry that they can’t say clearly what it is that Quakers
believe.
This is not a new phenomenon. During the English
civil war there was reasonable unity amongst the roundheads
until they’d wrested power from the nobility and the
bishops. But they then tried to follow the authority of the
Bible in setting up new forms of government. Things fell
apart because there were competing understandings of
where the Bible was pointing. What they got was a national
church, as set up by Oliver Cromwell and his mates, a
church you will belong to, or else…
So it could be that asking, ‘What does your church
believe?’ is asking the wrong question. Perhaps it would be
better to ask, ‘What do you share?’ or, ‘How do you support
each other in your religious life?’ Perhaps it would be more
helpful to everybody if we stopped expecting everybody to
agree.
The story of the first couple of hundred years of
Quakerism, particularly in the USA, is one of divisions and
splits about all kinds of things, things like should you take
your hat off when you pray? But since then the story has
been of the splinter groups coming back together.
The big milestone in Britain was accepting into
mainstream Quaker thinking the results of biblical criticism.
The date usually given for this is the Manchester Conference
in 1895. (That’s not a misprint, it’s more than a hundred
years ago.) They debated the questions which are still
upsetting some people today; for example questions about
how far the Bible gives an accurate picture of Jesus. The
Quaker answer was that they were important questions, but
not ones that needed to divide a worshipping community.
Faithfulness requires us to live the creative tension of
honouring the whole spectrum.
Lesley Richards

The Catenian Association
The Catenian Association is a group
of Catholic business and professional men.
They meet socially at least once a month
for the free exchange of views and to help
and encourage one another and their
families in both their social and business lives. The members
of the Association are particularly concerned with the care
of widows and children of deceased brothers (the term for
member), assistance in advising and seeking employment for
members and their families, and all forms of benevolence
to brothers in difficulty or need. The Catenian Association
was founded in Manchester in 1908, and is now over 11,000
strong, with over 290 branches (known as Circles) in all the
main population centres throughout Great Britain.
The name ‘Catenian’ derives from the Latin word
‘catena’- a chain. All the circles are links in a chain and the
Catenian emblem is a continuous chain of links surrounding
a cross. The association is non-political nor is it, except
on very special occasions, a fund raising agent or Catholic
action pressure group. Although the clergy are not eligible
for membership the Association invariably has their backing
and support.
Qualifications for membership are that one must remain
a practising member of the Roman Catholic Church, be of
sound business or professional status and be recommended
by one’s sponsors as a suitable candidate. Every applicant is
given ample opportunity to understand what commitments
he will be expected to uphold. All Catenian members
accept each other as brothers and address them as such, and
are free and most welcome to visit any other Circle, either
individually or collectively. The local Shrewsbury Circle (No
113), meets on the third Monday of each month at 7.30pm
at the Wroxeter Hotel, and currently has 47 members.
I have been a Catenian for 41 years in Peterborough
and Shrewsbury Circles, and have derived much spiritual
comfort and social benefits from my membership. Each
Circle Meeting opens with prayers and the names of all
deceased brothers from the formation of the Circle in 1935
are personally mentioned as their souls are prayed for. It is a
great comfort to me that I will be remembered in perpetuity
by my fellow Catenian Brothers.
It is of great value to belong to an organisation which
embraces our Catholic Heritage and whose members share
a common background and belief. I am a member of
many Clubs and groups, but I value my membership of the
Catenians most.
Michael Flower

1. Scaffold
2. New Orleans
3. Kilo
4. Scales
5. 36
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£100 350		
£20 247		

£50 615
£10 6
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Walks in Montgomeryshire
Montgomery occupies a strategic position,
overlooking a narrow crossing over the river Severn and
controlling the major route from the eastern lowland to
the hills and mountains to the west. There are iron-age
hill forts in the area; the Romans built a large fort in
the valley; the Mercian King Offa built his earthwork
defences against the Welsh just to the east of the town.
The ‘modern’ era really began with the Norman
conquest of 1066. Roger de Montgomery (a town
in Normandy) was given the near impossible job of
controlling the Welsh Marches, and built his motte
and bailey castle at Hen Domen, about a mile from the
present imposing edifice. In 1102, the Montgomery
family rebelled against the Norman king Henry II, and
the castle was given to Baldwin de Boulers. It is from
their family name that the Welsh name Trefaldwyn
(Baldwin’s town) derives.

by a gate on my right (not well sign-posted!) leads onto an
ill-defined path (often overgrown) over several fields. [After
the first field, the hedge, and then a wood, was on my left.]
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On Offa's Dyke
The path skirts a Norman castle motte surrounded by a
fence. It is heavily overgrown, and not really worth clambering
to the top of the mound. The gate in the corner of the field
beyond the mound leads through the next field, over a rickety
stile, and continues on the path which goes to the left of a
The castle saw action in the Civil War, and was
then seen by the Parliamentarians as a threat to law and house by a minor road to join the road just beyond the house.
[Trek 1 turns left at this point.]
order in the Marches. It was destroyed in 1649. The
My return route turned right onto this road. (I learnt the
attractive town grew up in the shadow of the castle, and
hard way to ignore a well-made farm road on the left, on a
was once the administrative centre for the county. It
corner.) The road bears right, past farm building, then left
has a fine market square and many old and interesting
again at the entrance to Lower Garthlow.
buildings (some of which were visited on the Town
Where the road meets Offa’s Dyke Path, I turned right
Walk described below). The new stone castle (pictured
onto the Path and stayed on it over five fields, to meet the
here in 1742) on its rocky outcrop, was constructed to
lane from Lymore. A tractor was making hard work of
replace the basic structure of Hen Domen. The castle
and its lands passed through a succession of Welsh and ploughing a very sodden field.
[*] Crossing to the other side of the dyke, alongside a
English hands, and finally under the (Welsh!) Tudors
was granted to the powerful Welsh dynasty, the Herbert wood, the Path continues ahead over several fields. As it
turns right I kept straight on, towards a red brick house,
family.
to a footbridge over a small stream. Over the footbridge,
diagonally over the next field (towards the church when it
Walk 1 Saxons and Normans
comes into view), my route went through a gate to join a
(3-4 hours, map Lr137 or Ex216)
This is a straightforward level ‘figure of eight’ walk, farm lane which leads to a metalled lane. I turned right.
A couple of hundred yards past a cattle grid, a path on the
and a reminder of Saxon and Norman influences on our
left leads into a field, then bears right towards the church to
history. [The first part of the walk is also the beginning
cross a foot-bridge to a path which leads into a small car park.
of Trek 1]. There are awkward stiles and gates on the
Up the hill, and
outward leg. I walked it on a cold dry winter day, with
as the road turns left
plenty of mud underfoot.
a path lies straight
The walk starts at the car park on the edge of the
ahead. At the top, the
town, on the Bishop’s Castle Road (B4835). From the
path turns right, then
far corner of the car park a well-defined footpath goes
left, to another road
through two fields to a tarmac-surfaced lane by the
by the school. Left
lakes at Lymore. (Lymore Hall was a fine mansion built
again (resting awhile on
in 1645 by Lord Herbert. It fell into disrepair and was
the seat thoughtfully
demolished in 1931.)
provided), and into the
Turning right on the lane, I stayed on it (with the
cricket field, which has been here for 200 years, on my churchyard to visit the Parish Church. The road to the left
of the church leads into Lions Bank past the entrance to
left) until it crosses into England at Offa’s Dyke.
the Bowling Club (along the old town walls) to the Bishop’s
Castle road and to the car park and the end of Walk 1.
[For a shortened walk, turn left here, to rejoin the
Alternatively, and better, I walked down into the town to
walk at ‘[*]’ below]
enjoy tea and cakes at the tea-room.
Continuing on the lane, just before a farm, a stile
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Mayfair News
Quick, Easy & Healthy Cookery Demonstration
A professional chef from the Midcounties Co-operative
will be giving a free cookery demonstration, with tuition,
at Mayfair on Thursday 9th February from 10am until
12noon. The demonstration is mainly aimed at meals for
adults and children. At the end of the demonstration all
attendees will be able to taste the food prepared by the chef.
Mayfair Winter Talks

routine which will then
be performed with 2012
people from across the West
Midlands at a special event
to celebrate the Olympic
Games. Come and join in
this exciting project. Phone
Mayfair 01694 722077 to book a place.
Workshops will take place on Wednesday February 1st
2-3pm and 4-5pm and Tuesday February 14th 2-3pm and
6-7pm.
Church Stretton Leisure Centre is joining forces with
Mayfair to create a new exercise class using ‘Easy Line’
equipment, to help you exercise in a safe and effective
way. The Easy Line equipment has been designed for
the millions of people who want to improve their health
and physical condition but are intimidated or dissatisfied
by traditional gyms. The class will have expert tuition by
Kletos Trachonitis from Theme Leisure, who will design a
circuit suitable for you. To find out more about the class
call Nicola on 01694 722077.
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Thank you to our musical supporters
Each year Mayfair receives thousands of pounds from
local people holding events or raising much needed money
The first of the series of four 2012 Winter Talks will take to keep Mayfair and our many services running. There are
place at Mayfair on Wednesday 15th February at 7.30pm,
so many of you, and each one is very special and important
when Jim Churton will describe the ‘High
Routes of the Matterhorn’.
Entry, which includes coffee/tea and
biscuits, will be £3.50. Tickets will be
available at Mayfair Reception.
Other Winter Talks will be ‘Offa’s
Dyke’ by Eric and Leslie Brown on the
28th March, ‘Adventures in Ecuador’
by Wally Blake on the18th April and
‘Whinberries of the Long Mynd and Other
Local Harvesters’ on the 2nd May.
Discover the vibrant Punjabi dance of
‘Lawk Naach’
At one of 4 discovery workshops at
Mayfair in February. The one hour free
workshops are open to anyone, whatever
your age or ability. Find out about the
culture and learn the Bhangra and Giddha
dance movements.
Some people may then want to
continue to learn more, if so, a 6 week
class will be held to learn a specific
to us, but as we cannot fill the whole of Focus with
this article, we can only mention a few of you at
this time.
The Stretton Strummers not only perform at
many Mayfair events, photographed here at the
Day Care Christmas party, but hand us their many
donations and collections from the entertainment
and fun they bring to many in the town. In 2011
they brought into Mayfair a remarkable £1,184.
The Moore Singers have for many years donated
proceeds from some of their concerts to Mayfair
and this year we were lucky to receive £252 from
the Christmas Concert.
Thank you so much for your ongoing support.
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Anglican Voice

URC Voice

Morality via Relationships
When MPs were taken to task
for their expenses, their justification
was “It was within the rules”! Right
and wrong did not come into
it. When bankers took excessive
bonuses, it did not seem morally wrong to them. When
people avoid tax, drive too fast on the roads, park where
they should not, they all have justifications!
All this shows that morality cannot simply be left to
individual conscience; there must be some force from
outside correcting and reinforcing it.
To look at moral principles in today’s world we are
taking a fresh look at the Ten Commandments. Some
mock them as old-fashioned (as if the wisdom of the ages
is to be contemptuously discarded without argument!);
some have replaced them with “Do what you feel is
right”; others with sayings like “Don’t get mad, get even”!
Some are opposed to any form of religious sanction for
behaviour - but look what happened in the Communist
era when that happened! People were only too eager to
return to a country with a Judeo-Christian foundation!
The interesting thing about the Ten Commandments
is that they were given by a God who had entered into
a relationship with those who were to follow them. He
wanted them to live by them and be so blessed that all
the peoples of the world would want to enter into this
relationship. They were then lived out by God Himself
becoming man and showing us how to live, so He is not
asking us to do anything He Himself has not done first.
If we are honest, we fail to live up to even our own
standards. That rightly makes us feel guilty, so that
we might put things right with God and others, and
experience cleansing from guilt and have a fresh start.
By rejecting the notion of guilt and restoration, our
society fails to allow people to start again with a clean
slate. Jonathan Aitken is forever being introduced as “the
disgraced former Cabinet Minister” and some regularly
dredge up the sins, real and exaggerated, of people they
dislike! The Gospel of Jesus would give them a very
different perspective!
So Lent, starting with Ash Wednesday services on
22nd February (ours is at St. Michael’s, All Stretton, at
11.30am), provides an opportunity to make restoration
with God and others. Our 'Just 10' course in sermons and
home groups provides an objective standard by which to
judge our lives and know how we are meant to live. Our
ongoing Alpha course shows how a person can enter into
the fullness of God’s love and blessings.
Meanwhile I am up for challenges in the annual
pancake race on Tuesday 21st. Will I still be the fastest
Rector in the West?!
Richard Hill

The Poet, the Poem and the
Poetry
A poet is someone who puts
words together with a creative
imagination. Words are assembled
in a way that is designed to
stimulate the thoughts and stir the emotions of any reader.
The names of Wordsworth, Tennyson and Browning
will spring to mind as being poets whose words were
learned in school, and still remembered. What they wrote,
we called poems. Many and varied are the ways these
poems are put together.
Some are written using a fixed metre and with
rhyming couplets, which make them easier to remember.
There are fourteen line English sonnets; seventeen syllable
Japanese haiku; and some readers may even know what a
‘clerihew’ is.
There is blank verse, and irregular verse in many
forms – but where is the poetry?
Of course, it’s in the poem! But not in any visible or
objective way. You could say that it is the ‘spiritual essence’
of the poem, which only appears when the reader makes a
personal response to what they have read.
When the spirit of the reader is ‘activated’ by the
spirit of the poem, that is when the poetry comes into
being, with a life and energy of its own. The reader can be
inspired by the poetry, getting absorbed in it; uplifted and
‘carried away’; and even experiencing a sense of ‘oneness’
with it.
And for any who are struggling to understand the
concept of God, here is a useful analogy. God is in the
world, like poetry is in the poem; and with the same
invitation to discover, and become ‘one’.
Donald Horsfield
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Methodist News
Proverbs
According to my dictionary a
proverb is “a short pithy saying in
general use, held to embody a general
truth”. Sayings like “Pride goes before
a fall” and “Spare the rod and spoil
the child” are indeed common, but do you know where
they have originated from? In fact both these proverbs are
based on verses from the book of Proverbs in the Bible.
They are words of wisdom from the writings of King
Solomon of Israel, the king renowned for his wisdom. We
will be considering their relevance for today and choosing
our favourites at 6.00pm on Sunday 12th February
in the Methodist Church hall. All are welcome. Light
refreshments will be provided.
Ann Cook
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Recipe of the Month
Stuffed Plaice Rolls

Fish is served quite often
in our household and there are
thousands of ways to serve it.
This is a particularly good one.
The pine nuts are optional but if
you do like to try them, they do
add something to the taste.
Ingredients:
3 oz butter, plus extra for greasing
4 plaice fillets (about 8oz each)
1 small onion (chopped)
1 celery stick (chopped)
4oz fresh white breadcrumbs
3 tbsp fresh flat-leaf parsley (chopped)
2 tbsp pine nuts (toasted)
4 pieces sun dried tomatoes in oil (drained and chopped)
2 oz can anchovy fillets (drained and chopped)
Freshly ground black pepper
Method:
Preheat oven to 180C(350F) (Gas 4). Grease an
ovenproof dish with a little butter. Cut the plaice fillets in
half lengthways to make eight small fillets. Melt the butter
in a pan, add the onion and celery. Cover and sweat for 15
minutes; do not allow to brown. Combine the breadcrumbs,
parsley, pine nuts, sun dried tomatoes and anchovies. Stir
in the softened onion and celery with the buttery juices and
season with pepper.
Divide the stuffing into eight portions and form each
into a ball. Roll up each one inside a plaice fillet and secure
each one with a cocktail stick. Put the fillets into the oven
proof dish and bake for 20 minutes. Serve the plaice rolls hot
with the cooking juices drizzled over. A green vegetable and
mashed potatoes would complete the dish.
Different: enjoyable preparation and plenty of taste.
‘Her Ladyship’
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Stretton Focus - A Message
from the Secretary
At the Church Stretton Focus AGM last June it was
agreed that, where possible, members would in future be
sent AGM documentation electronically.
I undertook to contact all members for whom we have
an e-mail address to a) ascertain that the e-mail address
was still correct and b) confirm if they would be happy to
receive future AGM documents electronically.
The background to this decision was that it is costly,
time consuming and not too environmentally-friendly to
send documents out by post. Given that there is a fairly low
turnout at the AGM it is questionable as to whether it is
necessary to continue distributing papers in this way.
That said, there is no obligation to receive your
documents by e-mail and members who request to continue
receiving documents in hard copy will have this request
granted. It will not be possible, however, to receive both an
electronic and printed version. There will be limited spare
sets of papers at the meeting if you do not want to print out
a set.
Over the last few weeks I have been contacting
members for whom we have an address to confirm their
requirements. I am aware, however, that some members’
e-mail addresses will have changed and some members will
have acquired e-mail since becoming a member. If you
are a member, with e-mail, but have not heard from me
and would be happy to receive your AGM documentation
electronically, then please contact me so that I can update
the contact details we have for you and put you on the
e-mail address list.
Also, if you are not a member but would like to become
one then please contact me for an application form.
Jane Leivers (722061)
				
J59L@yahoo.co.uk

SHI Events Group
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Friday Night at the Horne
We launched last month our new ‘Friday Night at the Horne’ in which we
hope to bring to you regularly an evening with a variety of music including
acoustic roots and folk. A date for your diary is Friday 20th April when we
welcome the popular ‘Almshouse Band’ with Brian Stone who lives locally.
A big thank you to those who came along to the launch last month.
For more information about the above of SHI Events please telephone me on
01694-720132
Mike Walker (Chairman)

February 2012

On Saturday 25th February at the Silvester Horne Institute, we are
looking forward to Ben Osborne’s ‘Jurassic Journey’. Specially commissioned
by Artsreach and Villages in Action, Jurassic Journey is a multi media
presentation of the Dorset and East Devon Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site.
Ben will be presenting his superb photography, together with video and
sound recordings. The show features two engaging characters, Tilly and Cliff,
created by artist/sculptor Lal Hitchcock as well as specially commissioned
music and poetry.
The show should have wide appeal, and starts at 7.30pm.
Tickets can be purchased on line at www.artsalive.co.uk or from Burway
Books, John Thomas Florist or from the Church Stretton Council Office.
Cost: Adult £10 / Child 16 or under £7/ Family 2 Adults and 2 Children £30.
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Churches Together in the Strettons: Lent Discussion Groups
With Christmas and New Year well behind us the focus
of the churches turns to preparation for Easter. This period
of preparation, Lent, starts on Ash Wednesday which falls
on 22nd February this year. Part of this preparation in the
Strettons takes the form of Lent discussion groups.
These are made up of a mix of people from the different
churches in the Strettons. Not only does this provide the
opportunity for each church to deepen its fellowship with
others it also enables stimulating discussion and a chance to
work together towards a greater visible unity. A number of
people host the groups in their own homes whilst another
person is the leader. Meetings are usually held in the
afternoons or evenings. The groups are friendly and informal
and everybody is encouraged to join in the discussion.
This year we are following one of the popular York
Courses course called ‘Handing on the Torch’. The course

introduction says: “Christianity is the largest movement our
world has ever seen. It continues to grow at an immense
pace, especially in Asia (including China), Africa and
Latin America. At the same time, Christianity in the West
struggles to grow and, perhaps, even to survive. In this
course we consider some of the reasons for this and what
it might mean for individual Christians, for churches and
for Western culture, in a world where alternative beliefs are
increasingly on offer.”
We hope that this will provide a stimulating basis for
discussion. Further information may be found at https://
www.yorkcourses.co.uk
If you’re interested in joining a Lent Discussion Group
please collect a form from one of the Stretton churches or,
alternatively, ring 725571 and we will happily supply details.
Dick and Janet Ward

RNLI News

Amnesty International Group

Fish and Chip Supper with a
Lifeboatman
On Saturday 3rd March
we shall welcome Tobi
O’Neill, a Lifeboatman, to our Fish and Chip Supper. He
is the son of Mrs Oonagh O’Neill, who runs the Hollybush
Café, and is the Helmsman of the Southsea Lifeboat and also
a member of the RNLI’s Emergency Flood Rescue Team. He
will talk about his varied and interesting life in the RNLI,
which includes lifeboat service in The Solent and flood
rescue work in Cockermouth, Cumberland.
The Supper will be held in The Silvester Horne Institute,
7.15pm for 7.30pm. Please be punctual so that Tobi can
start his talk at 7.30pm with the fish and chip supper
afterwards.
Tickets will again cost £7.50 from Liz Madeley 771744;
Brian and Alison Bradley 722138; Richard and Jill Turner
Jones 724371.
Please remember to bring your own drink.
RM Turner Jones

Everyone is welcome to our next
meeting at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 8th
February at Brook House, 4 Burway
Road, Church Stretton SY6 6DL. For
details ring David Owen 01694 722525
davelse@btinternet.com
We’ll be writing letters in support of
women prisoners of conscience around
the world and also campaigning against
indefinite detention. On 11 January
2002 the first person was transferred to the US detention
centre at Guantánamo Bay. Ten years and an estimated
779 detainees later, many of the 171 men that continue
to be held in the centre have never been charged with a
crime. Despite President Obama’s promise to close the
camp, the majority of the remaining detainees have no
sense of when they might be released or tried. Indefinite
detention is a violation of human rights and must stop
now.
Liz Knowles
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Present
`Hansel and Gretel’
on 23rd, 24th and 25th February at 7.30
also a matinee at 2.00 on 25th.
Tickets £4 (£2.50 children)
available from Burway Books and John Thomas.
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The More Singers will give a concert ‘Hosanna’ at
7.30pm on Saturday 24th March in the United Reformed
Church, Church Stretton, including music by composers
including Gibbons, Weelkes, Lotti and Ireland. There will
be a retiring collection for Self Help Africa
				
Richard Clements
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More Singers Concert News
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Strettons Civic Society
A Time for Change
At an Extraordinary General Meeting on 5th December
2011, the Society’s members recognised that the Strettons
in general, and Church Stretton in particular, have altered
substantially since 1974 when the Society was formed.
Consequently, new and ever more pressing challenges have
appeared that require their Society to change, too, if it is to
continue to be of value to the town. Accordingly and with
the prior agreement of the Charities Commission, members
added a new objective to the Society’s traditional aim of
preserving and enhancing the physical appearance of the
Strettons. The Civic Society is now empowered to participate
in and initiate activities that ‘promote and protect the social,
cultural and economic well-being’ of the Strettons and their
residents. A very wide brief indeed!
The ‘new and ever more pressing challenges’ we have
in mind include those associated with rising population
numbers, climate change, economic recession and the
increasing importance of tourism to our local financial
health, following the tendency in recent years for our fellow
countrymen to holiday in the UK.
The Society’s broad based membership includes past
and present town councillors, owners and workers in local
businesses, members of many of the interest groups in
the town as well as long established and recently arrived
residents. With such diversity and because it is answerable
only to its members; observing no protocols, policies or
rules other than those the members (and the law of the land)
lay down, the newly empowered Civic Society is uniquely
qualified to occupy a position of influence in determining
the town’s future. Any resident of the Strettons who is not
yet a member, but who wishes to share in building that
influence, is very welcome to join us. If you are interested,
please contact the Chairman, John Sumner on 724678
or Email sumner_john1@sky.com. Alternatively, speak to
any of the following committee members whom you may
know, Derek Bartlett, Pat Creeth, Ian Dormer, Jill Evans,
John Greenhough, Hilary Hymas, Charles Simmonds, Tony
Thomas, Roger Whitehead and David Wilks.
The Committee
The Strettons Civic Society
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Photograph by Nigel Strachan

Photo Quiz – Where is it?
January’s
photograph was
taken of Town
Trail Plaque
No 3, outside
Daysdrove.

StRETTON FOCUS

Understanding Digital
Photography
Are you getting the best out
of your Digital Camera? On
Wednesday, 15th February, the
Long Mynd Camera Club in
Church Stretton will be running
a ‘Discovering Digital’ evening.
At this meeting the Club will provide advice and
guidance to members, and to visitors, about Digital Cameras
and the images they produce. Presentations and discussions,
not only about cameras but also about editing digital images,
will be included.
The meeting will be held at the United Reformed
Church Hall, High Street, Church Stretton, starting at
7.30pm. Admission to the meeting for non-members is
just £2.50 including refreshments. For further information,
telephone 01743 353485

February 2012

Long Mynd Camera Club
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Big Game Hunting in Strettondale

I

n the 19th Century, many Salopians included among
their recreational pursuits, big game hunting. I have
previously mentioned that Stretton’s Captain Speedy had
been a devotee when he stalked game in the Horn of Africa.
In later days, when stationed in India, he had conducted
the then Prince of Wales, aka King Edward VII, on tiger
hunts. In 1909, Mr J K Hill, eldest son of Mr John Hill
at Marshbrook, while manager of a Government Farm at
Naivasha in British East Africa accompanied ex-President
Teddy Roosevelt on trophy shoots. Little did they appreciate
that there was bigger game to be had in Strettondale.
Included among this big game must be the Longmynd
dragon, a 30-foot beast fortunately overlooked by the trophy
hunters (and National Trust). But this denizen of the hill I
shall keep under my hat for a while.
The reader of this occasional column will be aware of
my appeals to find photographs which are missing from
the Stretton archive. Not least among these are the visits to

StRETTON FOCUS
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The Elephant Cup
I am aware that one of
the early cups promoted
by Church Stretton
Town Football Club, the
Infirmary Cup, was at one
time called the Elephant
Cup. In my lengthy chats
with the late Mr Percy
Tarbuck, we discussed
whether there existed any record of an elephant about the
town after which this cup could have been named. Percy
knew of no reason, but did recall that he had a photograph
somewhere of an elephant on the ‘Bye-Pass’. It was all I
could do to dissuade Percy that he did not need to begin a
big game hunt in his loft.
In one of those chance moments I have, this week,
uncovered the answer to the elephantine conundrum. In a
1935 report, written many years after the inauguration of the
Infirmary Cup, we learn something of its origin. And it is a
tale worth the telling.
‘About 25 years ago, Messsrs Sidjwick (sic) circus visited
Church Stretton and it was noticed on the bills and posters that
a cup would be given to a local team in a Tug-of-War if the
team could pull their elephant over the line. Mr James Donnelly,
Spring Bank was captain of the team.’
‘It was a surprise to the proprietors of the Circus when the
Stretton men managed to pull the elephant over the line, and
according to the terms, the captain was presented with the cup.
This was the first time the elephant had been beaten.
Just after the Great War the secretary of Church Stretton
Football Cup (the late Mr Fred Jones) was trying to procure a
cup to be played for each season to raise funds for the Royal Salop
Infirmary (RSI) and when Mr Donnelly heard of this he presented
the Elephant Cup to the Club. For some years this was played for,
then the late Mr Richard Robinson, (later donor of the Playing
Fields) presented the Club with a better cup which is now called
the Church Stretton Infirmary Cup. The old cup was handed back
to Mr Donnelly who still has it in his possession. He calls it by the
old title, The Elephant Cup. It is through this, the committee have
Stretton by the many menageries with their fine assortment been able to hand over a considerable sum to the RSI.’
Percy would have greatly enjoyed reading the above story.
of beasts and birds. The children of earlier days, without
It provides colour to the history of the town Football Club. I
access to encyclopedias or natural history documentaries
do not know the location of the original cup now. Mr Mike
gained their knowledge of far-off places from these visits.
Morris tells me that the Robinson Infirmary Cup is no longer
In the picture shown of one menagerie visiting Church
contested, presumably suspended upon the formation of the
Stretton, the tour of the animals would have included a
lecture. The children would know many of the animals from NHS. (It so happens, that Mr Morris also has a picture of an
elephant in the dale. This is fast becoming a stampede!)
previous visits, especially the elephants and camels which
In Percy’s passing, many links have been broken with
paraded the town prior to shows.
Stretton’s past and a valued reference source has been lost.
Whilst senior readers will be familiar with animal
Percy will be missed by your writer as he proved generous
circuses in their youth, today’s youngsters cannot enjoy
to enquiries and his recollections were reliable. What Percy
these spectacles. Occasionally, the barns and yard opposite
the Buck’s Head Hotel would host some of these en-passage provided was the context for many events in the town’s
history. It is to past editions of Focus holding Percy’s
exhibitions where indeed, elephants would have been
Memories that we must now turn to read about the old town
entertained. Included in the show would be the audience.
One regular visiting company was Manders. In March 1912, and its people. One of Percy’s fondest memories was when
he took the lead part of Rev. Edward Marston in necessary
Mr Mander invited the Stretton workhouse inmates to
re-shoots of the Hollywood film of the novel of Mary Webb.
his Electric Cinema Show in the Buck’s Head yard. In the
Percy and his co-star wife, as he liked to call her, Jennifer
interludes, extra hilarity was provided by staging a live-pig
Jones (Hazel) have completed their final shoot and have
singing competition. This involved competitors singing
‘Gone to Earth!’ RIP.
whilst holding a writhing pig under their arm: surely an
Alan Brisbourne (brizzer1@hotmail.co.uk)
event awaiting its re-introduction?
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Dear Editors . . .
Church Stretton – a welcoming town
hilst renewing my subscription to
the Stretton Focus, I felt I had to
put pen to paper!
Whilst visiting Church Stretton in
November 2011(we are looking for somewhere
to relocate) we were very taken by the
friendliness of the people in the town, always
happy to answer our questions – some bizarre!
It’s been six years or more since we were last
in Church Stretton, and we were pleased to
see that not much has changed and you still have a very
thriving community. We have kept in touch over the
years by subscription to the Stretton Focus, an excellent
publication giving a lot of local information. (Thank you for
the compliment – Eds).
Having come home and thought things through, we
have decided Church Stretton is the place for us. So all
things being equal, we’ll start the ball rolling next spring,
and hopefully we’ll be living in Church Stretton in the
not too distant future and getting involved in the thriving
community.
Mrs M Lindeman

about the Lord, His miracles and His teaching,
things that he had heard direct from the eyewitnesses of the Word of Life, were proclaimed by
Polycarp in complete harmony with Scripture.”
Readers may recognise that orthodox Christian
faith in Jesus is not based on ‘working out our
own meaning’ but on history as recorded in the
God-breathed Bible, and confirmed by Polycarp as
reported by Eusebius.
Fane Conant

W

Crossword
was delighted that you have restarted publication of a
crossword in Focus (January issue, page 3) after many
years of its absence. As a crossword fanatic, I thought it
a novel idea to use the dates in the ‘What’s On’ list of events
as the clues. Furthermore, its format seems to be the ultimate
in crossword design and deserves my congratulations. The
problem I found was its small size. I know you are often
short of space and I respect your decision to shrink the grid.
I started doing the puzzle wearing my monocle and decided
that I needed to use a very fine quill pen to write in the
solutions. Even with frequent sharpening of the quill, I could
not get the letters in the squares easily. Would you be good
enough to make the grid a little larger next month, please?
The historical Jesus
believe in free speech and appreciate the varying
Yours frustratedly
opinions expressed in Stretton Focus but your December
Arthur Wynne
issue throws up a problem. Clearly religion forms an
important part of each month’s magazine and the problem
Alcohol in churches
eter Hammersley, in his January letter, takes issue with
raised in December was: ‘How do you know whose views are
Hazel Ratcliffe over alcohol in Methodist Christmas
right?’ Michael Price effectively rubbished Andrew Wright’s
puddings and temptations for alcoholics. In fact,
belief in heaven (October Focus), Donald Horsfield told us
that Christmas is no more than a story, and that we work out probably all of the alcohol content would have evaporated
away after the cooking and lighting up of the pudding with
the meaning of Christmas for ourselves. However, another
brandy.
church leader, Richard Hill, maintained that the baby born
I wonder if Mr Hammersley has ever questioned
at Christmas was none other than God, who was eventually
crucified for his claims of divinity. On other occasions he has the established tradition of using real wine in church
communion services and the rubric instructing the priest to
invited our faith in the resurrected Jesus and our destiny in
consume the remains of the wine at the end of the service.
heaven.
How many priests become alcoholics after following this
So, how does a sincere thinker know who is right? One
answer is to see what the Bible says. This book, effectively 66 practice for years? Many non-conformist denominations
books with around 40 authors, tells us that all its writings are (free churches) use unfermented grape juice in communion
God-inspired, or literally ‘God-breathed’. It says that we can services thereby providing temptation-free participation for
all, including teetotallers, alcoholics and those recovering
trust the testimony of those who witnessed the birth, death
from alcoholism.
and resurrection of Jesus.
Graham Young
Some readers will dismiss the Bible and look for truth
elsewhere. May I point them to accepted history? Eusebius,
an early church historian, writes about Polycarp, first bishop The Town Centre
udging by recent letters and street actions, perhaps the
of Smyrna. Eusebius tells us about this bishop’s relationship
various groups and factions around the town need to
with the Apostle John, the oldest surviving follower of Jesus
consider what they really wish for Church Stretton in the
and a witness to his death and resurrection.
future, in conjunction with the people who live there?
Eusebius writes in his Ecclesiastical History, about
It appears that commercial interests want to attract ever
Irenaeus, a second century student of Polycarp. As a boy he
greater numbers of visitors without any clear solution for
witnessed a conversation between his mentor and another
dealing with the inevitable traffic increase. Whilst we refer
man. Eusebius quotes Irenaeus:to maintaining the cherished appearance of the town, we
“While I was still a boy I saw you [Florinus] in Lower
appear equally content to clog it up with cars and look the
Asia in Polycarp’s company. . . . I can describe the place
other way when that same uncontrolled traffic behaves as
where blessed Polycarp sat and talked, his goings out and
comings in, the character of his life, his personal appearance, badly as it inevitably will.
It may well be that all interests around the Strettons
his addresses to crowded congregations. I remember how
may wish to start considering a far more radical future
he spoke of his intercourse with John and with the others
who had seen the Lord; how he repeated their words from
continued on next page
memory; and how the things that he had heard them say
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Dear Editors . . . continued
plan which requires some major changes around a town
never designed for current traffic volumes. Consider
another version of cherished Church Stretton from the old
photographs of Sandford Avenue with just two or three cars
parked (1920s+). Which version is correct for today or, more
important, the future?
With the continuing desire to attract increased visitor
numbers, both tourism and the variety of commercial
interests need to work together to create a viable solution to
the town design and singular interest campaigns are probably
not the best solution here.
Three different websites under development to promote
Church Stretton from different viewpoints hardly suggests a
town working together, not to mention the likely duplicated
costs of web development.
It may just be that Church Stretton will finally have to
start working for mutual benefit and all commercial/general
organisations will need to consider making themselves more
readily available to each other and their public, perhaps via a
new access point such as a Business Hub?
Radical changes may in time require the complete
refurbishment of central park space (a future Royal
Horticultural Society challenge for Russells/Robinson
Meadows perhaps?) including the transfer of current park
facilities aside the A49. The A49 ‘former’ park grounds
may then provide visitor parking and station parking, a far
better suited access point outside of a town centre claiming
“walkers are welcome”.
There are many more challenges (and tourism
opportunities) beyond the above, but such shocks as created
by these two initial suggestions may be more than enough
for now. I do believe that when we get to the point of
anonymous group campaigns to preserve certain interests,
then most should realise that the town needs a more radical
solution to move itself forward and that this might only be
met if town interests work together and are seen to be far
more available to their public.
Robert Leivers

I

I

February 2012 mag.indd 22

T

his will be a day for you to discover the history of
Church Stretton through talks and guided tours.
It will be held on Saturday 24th March next and
will be based in the Silvester Horne Institute and include
talks on the geology that made the scenery of Church
Stretton look as it is today, changes in the landscape
from the iron age to medieval times, the influence of
the coming of the railway in 1852, the first schools in
the town, and Edwardian Stretton. There will be guided
walks of the town and tour of the Parish Church.
An application form for attendance, which gives full
details of the event, is available from the Library and
Visitor Information Centre.
The event is organized by the Friends of Shropshire
Archives and the Church Stretton Area Local History
Group.

Coronation Day 1953

W

e have been asked to
enquire whether any
of our readers has vivid
memories of Coronation Day in
1953 here in The Strettons, and in
particular whether a memorial tree
was planted, and, if so, where.
If you are able to help with this
query, please contact the editors in
the usual way by phone or email.
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Wave the Flags
t’s 2012, a massive year for the country and the Flag
Committee (John Woolmer, Mike Williams and yours
truly) will endeavour to help Church Stretton to play
its part by looking the best it ever can. The flags were out
on several occasions last year, ably assisted, in our increased
stock, by the fantastic support from the various traders and
individuals in the town and, this year, we hope to do even

History Day

February 2012

was pleased to read the two letters in the January Focus
in support of the High Street improvements and would
like to endorse those sentiments.
Improvements to traffic flow and parking have been
discussed ever since I have lived here (26 years) and probably
long before. The town has missed out on thousands of
pounds as we have never come to a unanimous agreement.
Please Church Strettonites let us behave democratically. If
decisions are delayed again there will be even less money in
the pot, surely the very least we can do is improve the High
Street pavement and avoid the accident that is waiting to
happen.
M Bacon MBE

better for the special occasions of the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee and the Olympics, amongst others. Some people
have asked why we were putting the flags out and the
following list will give an indication of the reasons and the
approximate dates for the displays.
28th February -10th March: Fairtrade Fortnight
23rd April: St George’s Day
1st-15th June: the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and
		
European Football
28th July -10th August: Arts Festival and Olympics
21st October: Trafalgar Day
Suffice to say, the overall reason for the displays is to
make the town look attractive and inviting, and thereby to
entice more visitors into the town to boost tourism and help
our economy. I’d like to think that, just as Shrewsbury is
renowned for its flowers and Ludlow for its food, Church
Stretton could be called the Town of Flags.
Chris Kolvin
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Royal British Legion Church Stretton Branch
Some of our activities in 2011
elebrating 90 years since the Royal British Legion
was formed, the Church Stretton Branch held their
Annual Lunch at the Church Stretton Golf Club in
October. Guest speaker was the County President, Group
Captain Nigel Pearson and a lovely hot day meant much of
the pre and post lunch was spent on the patio decking!
As in previous years, early in November, Members
hoisted the Union Flag at the Cunnery Road Cemetery and
were joined by a contingent of children from the Primary
School. Together with local veterans they affixed Union Flags
to the graves where service men from two World Wars are
buried, or are remembered on graves of their relatives. RBL
members met the children in school first and talked to them
about the RBL and the World Wars.
On Friday 11th November at exactly 11.00am a short
service took place with the sound of a cannon starting and
completing the two minutes silence of remembrance. On
Sunday 13th November a parade left the Church Stretton
Social Club in Essex Road for a Remembrance Service in St
Laurence’s Church, then proceeded to the War Memorial for
two minutes silence and playing of the Last Post.
On Saturday 19th November, an Autumn ‘Poppy
Concert’ was held at the Church Stretton School Theatre
by The Shrewsbury Male Voice Choir. It was a hugely
entertaining evening, performed by a choir of 50+ singers,
with some songs appropriate for the occasion.
Remember, anyone wanting to be a member of the Royal
British Legion can join on payment of a small subscription,
even if you are not ex-service personnel. Every penny that
is collected on the Poppy Appeal or from activities such as
the concert goes to help the people it is intended for. The
members' subscriptions pay for the administration of this
important charity. If you want more information, or would
like to help then please contact the Branch Chairman,
Derek Crompton on 01694 723876.

C

Women’s World Day of Prayer

O

(International and Interdenominational)
Although organised and led by women, this is
essentially a day of prayer for everybody, demonstrating our
solidarity with our sisters and brothers in other countries,
and all are welcome to attend. A service will be held at St
Laurence’s Church, Church Stretton at 10.30am on Friday
2nd March.
Do come.

Inner Wheel of
Church Stretton
Jumble Sale
Saturday 24th March 2012
at 2.00pm in the Parish Centre.
Clothes, Bric a Brac, Nearly New clothes,
Cakes and Produce.
Tea, coffee and biscuits for sale.
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Branch President John Evans reads the Exhortation at the
Sunday Remembrance Service.
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‘Let Justice Prevail’
n Friday 2nd March over three million people
worldwide will be praying and worshipping
together during an annual day of prayer, using a
form of service prepared by Christian women in Malaysia.
Malaysia is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious country.
Throughout its history it has attracted migrants from other
parts of Asia and beyond, and it is one of the wealthiest and
most developed countries in South East Asia. Women have
made important contributions to its social and economic
development, but nevertheless they still face discrimination
and violence at all levels of society. Even today, a girl child
is seen as less valuable than a boy. Malaysia is now the
most popular destination in Asia for migrant workers, and
human trafficking has become a sophisticated and organised
operation.
Although Malaysia’s multi-ethnicity has added to the
rich heritage of its land and people, it has also given rise
to many problems. In the service, those issues of concern
are named and the women voice their hope for the future.
Justice for all is their hope, and their prayer is ‘Let Justice
Prevail’.

Girls from St Lawrence’s Primary School marking up graves in
Cunnery Road cemetery.
Holly Trueman, Leah Davies, Eva Basnett and Sophie Jones.
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inter has come to the
Strettons again, with its
promise of snow and biting
winds. But if one wants
to know what such
conditions can really mean,
one must think back
to what was happening
exactly one hundred
years ago. In December
1911 and January 1912,
two teams of men, one
led by Norwegian Roald
Amundson, the other by
Briton Captain Robert
Scott sought to reach,
(some say raced to reach)
the last unexplored region
of Earth – the South Pole.
So, what do we know
about these two men?
Amundsen was born
near Christiania (Oslo)
Norway in 1872 and by
1911 had considerable
experience of polar
conditions. In 1898 he
was mate aboard the
ship Belgica of the Belgian Antarctic
Expedition which (involuntarily – it got
stuck in the ice), became the first craft
to winter in the Antarctic. In 1903-6 in
command of a small sloop, he became
the first explorer to sail the fabled North
West Passage across the top of Canada.
In 1908 Amundsen took over the
Fram, the ship made famous by the great
explorer and fellow-Norwegian Fridtjof
Nansen, and made plans to sail around
the Horn, up to the top of the Pacific
and into the Arctic Ocean by means of
the Bering Strait. His hope was that the
ship would ‘drift’ among the pack ice to
the North Pole (the North Pole being
situated in the middle of the Arctic
Ocean in contrast to the South Pole,
situated in the middle of the continent
of Antarctica). But in September 1909
newspapers reported the claims of
American explorers Cook (1908) and
Peary (1909) to have reached the North
Pole. Cheated of that goal and anxious
to maintain public interest and funding,
Amundsen privately revised the plans of
the expedition to become an attempt on
the South Pole. He had heard that the
Anglo-Irish explorer Ernest Shackleton
had failed by only 100 miles to reach it
in 1909, and so it remained an, as yet,
unattained goal.
Leaving Norway in 1910
Amundsen made only one stop in
Madeira and proceeded on to the edge
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including a long journey south in
the direction of the South Pole. This
march, undertaken by Scott, his great
friend Edward Wilson and
Shackleton, reached 82o 17'
south, 530 miles from the
Pole. The men returned safely
although Shackleton was in
very poor physical condition.
The Discovery expedition
ended in 1904 with Scott
convinced that man-hauling
sledges rather than the use of
dogs, was the way forward
in Antarctica. Scott had also
established that the central
part of Antarctica, which
contained the South Pole,
was a vast flat plateau at an
altitude of 10,000 feet above
sea level. Scott was promoted
captain on his return home.
Scott’s great rival Shackleton
led the Nimrod expedition
to Antarctica in 1907-9.
Also starting from McMurdo
Sound, Shackleton and his
party using at first ponies,
and then man-hauling, found a way
the ‘Bay of Whales’. He set up a base
up from the Ross Ice Shelf onto the
on land which he named Framheim.
Polar Plateau via a glacier he named the
He brought with him one hundred of
Beardmore Glacier. He then marched
the best North Greenland sledge dogs
across the Plateau towards the Pole.
which he intended to use for hauling
Only the realisation that they would
his sledges, and for food for his men
starve on the return journey persuaded
and the remaining dogs. He also used
Shackleton to turn back just 112 miles
his experience among the Inuit people
of the north to provide suitable clothing from his goal. As it was they were lucky
for the extreme conditions. All his party to make it back alive.
The next British Antarctic
were of course, expert skiers. From
Madeira he sent a cable to Scott, telling expedition would then be Scott’s. His
ship was the Terra Nova. He recruited
him of his change of destination. The
a large team including a considerable
news was received with some hostility
scientific component headed by
in Britain and even in Norway.
Edward Wilson, but this time he
What about Scott? He was born
was also determined to reach the
in 1868 near Devonport. He joined
South Pole itself. He planned to use
the Royal Navy aged 13 as a cadet,
a rather complex mixture of Siberian
was a midshipman by 1883, and
ponies, dogs, motor-driven sledges
a lieutenant by 1889. He served
and man-hauling to get him there. He
aboard a succession of Royal Navy
did not know when he left England
ships. During the period he made
that he would be involved in a race.
the acquaintance of Sir Clements
Markham who, by 1899, had become He received Amundsen’s telegram
in Melbourne in October 1910.
President of the Royal Geographical
Terra Nova anchored in McMurdo
Society. The Society was sponsoring
Sound in January 1911 where both
an expedition to the Antarctic which
would be under naval command. Scott Scott himself and Shackleton had
begun their previous journeys. A
was promoted to commander and
prefabricated hut was built ashore.
given command of the expedition in
Norman Wallace
the ship Discovery in July 1901.
The ship anchored in McMurdo
The second part of this fascinating
Sound at the edge of the Ross Ice
article will follow next month.
Shelf. The expedition had scientific
Editors
and exploration goals, the latter
of the Ross Ice Shelf in Antarctica,
where he anchored on 14 January
1911 in an area named by Shackleton
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“Why believe in god? I don’t - does she mind?”
- Speaker: John Annetts
Tuesday 7th February 2012 at 7.30pm United Reformed
Church, High Street, Church Stretton
ohn Annetts is a retired Civil Engineer. He has worked
most of his life on bridges - usually of the less impressive
sort - for local authorities either side of Offa’s Dyke. He
achieved the highest marks in the qualifying examination
of the Institution of Structural Engineers in 1972 and in
1977 was elected a Fellow of the Institution. John was
a founding student of the Open University and has an
honours degree in Technology.
He is keen on gardening and DIY; and rural skills from
hedge-laying to hand loom weaving. He has been Chairman
of the Finance and General Purposes Committee of Church
Stretton Town Council.
The non-conformist Christian ethos is deeply ingrained
in John’s family background, so he was considered ‘different’
both at school and work. This talk is one result of the many
challenges this posed!

John Annetts contends that there is no god and will
discuss a number of related questions. Why do people
believe in gods? Is there a god that could stand up to
scrutiny in the modern scientific age of extremes? What
would be god’s job description and policy agenda?
Where have the various religions come from and how
do their practices match up to the principles they proclaim?
Do they help or hinder belief in their god? John is happy
for you to disagree with him but asks “Do your heart and
your brain both come to the same conclusion?”

South Shropshire Ramblers

Ludlow Films

outh Shropshire Ramblers has arranged four short
walks in February. Newcomers are very welcome;
just bring walking boots, wet wear and a bite to eat.
Sorry we do not allow dogs on our walks. All our walks are
on Sundays and start at 10.30am, except on February 5th,
which begins at 10 o’clock.
February 5th Bob Hartey (01686 420444) leads an eight
mile walk from the car park at Montgomery of mainly level
C walking in Shropshire & Powys. Explorer Map 216
Grid Reference 225 964. Bob is a very helpful and
considerate leader so you should enjoy his walk.
February 12th Geoff Kynaston (01694 722738) leads a
five mile walk from Church Stretton Railway Station - east
side of A49 around Novers Hill via Cwm Dale, Batch
Valley, All Stretton and return to start point.
Exp. 217 GR 456 936
February 19th Sue Jones (01588 672437) leads a moderate
6½ mile walk from Craven Arms Discovery Centre Car
Park around Hopesay. Exp. 217 GR 434826.
February 26th Frances and Frank Hay (01694 724723)
lead a figure of eight mile walk (which means walkers can
either walk four miles to lunch time or four miles during
the afternoon only, alternatively they could walk eight miles
- phone the leaders to find the time of the lunch time stop)
from Wilderhope Manor around Hope Dale.
Exp. 217 GR 546929.
In adverse weather conditions please ring the leader before
you set out. Happy Rambling.

Wed 1st & Thurs 2nd, 7.30pm
Resistance (PG)
Mon 6th, Tues 7th & Thurs 9th Feb, 7.30pm
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (18)
Fri 10th Feb, 2pm
Mon 13th to Thurs 16th Feb, 7.30pm
The Iron Lady (12A)
Family
Fri 10th & Sat 11th Feb, 7.30pm
Sat 11th & Mon 13th Feb, 2pm
Hugo (U)
Family
Tues 14th, Thurs 16th & Fri 17th Feb, 2pm
Happy Feet Two (U)
Sat 18th & Mon 20th Feb, 7.30pm
The Lady (cert tbc)
Mon 27th & Tues 28th Feb, 7.30pm
We Have a Pope (Habemus Papam) (PG)
Classic
Wed 29th Feb, 7.30pm
The Great White Silence (U)
Screen 2
Wed 29th Feb, 8pm
The Barley Mow
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Ludlow Assembly Rooms, 1 Mill Street,Ludlow SY8 1AZ
Box Office 01584 878141
www.ludlowassemblyrooms.co.uk
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Arts Festival News

school’s out @ the Arts Festival
he Arts Festival will welcome the third year
of school’s out this summer. School’s
out was born out of an idea to bring local
youngsters into the Festival.
In its first year 53 young people (7 – 16 years) enjoyed, and worked
hard in, a four-day workshop learning musical theatre techniques. They
then put on a show for the Arts Festival in Church Stretton School and
played to a full house.
Since that formative start school’s out has been steadily building
momentum and this summer will see increasing numbers of youngsters
returning for their second or third years.
The school’s out workshops focus on singing, dancing and acting,
and are run by our group of five experienced musical theatre coaches.
Over the past couple of years the coaches have shown that they are more
than capable of developing the talents of all the school’s out youngsters.
Whether the young recruits have past experience or not is immaterial,
they all work and develop the show together.
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So, school’s out is back again this summer. If you are between 7
and 16 years old look out for the yellow flyers in local schools during
February. We are expecting a big demand so don’t delay and miss the
boat.
If you have any queries about school’s out, contact Richard Carter
on 01694 724106.
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New Zealand
Commemoration Service
22nd February 2012 at St Laurences Church
am sending this article on New Years Day
from the North Island of NZ. Greetings in
the Year of the Dragon which according to
the Chinese tradition will be a fortuitous year
of good luck! Sadly on Friday 23 December
another severe earthquake disaster struck
Christchurch in the South Island and although
there was no loss of life, buildings crumbled
and lives shattered by the strong force of
nature.
About nine months ago, concerned about
the disaster which had befallen the people
of Christchurch, I contacted many friends
in C.S., who like me had family and friends
living in this beautiful Country and who
would like to help morally and financially as
many New Zealanders did for us during the
Second World War. Our cultural ties are strong
and my visit to Christchurch three years ago
whilst touring the South Island emphasized
that perception. The response was very positive
so aided, in particular, by two Strettonians,
Helen Townend and Christine Downes - and
Christine was actually in the Cathedral at the
time the earthquake struck, it was agreed to
approach Rev. Richard Hill at
St Laurence’s with a view to arranging a
musical Commemoration followed by
refreshments from Berrys.
The anniversary event will start at 10.15am
and finish about 12 noon. All are welcome and
donations will be collected. The Craven Arms
Lions Organisation will transfer all the money
direct to Christchurch, NZ Lions, who will
distribute it to those who genuinely need it.
The programme will include a solo dance
by Ruth Seager to Barber's Adagio, a poem
‘Where was God?’ spoken by Helen Townend,
the St Laurence’s choir, an organ solo by
Richard Walker and a group dance routine.
An exhibition of newspaper cuttings,
collected in Christchurch by Christine Downes
in February 2011, will also be on display in
St. Laurence’s for visitors to look at and reflect
on. This exhibition will later be transferred, at
the beginning of April for five weeks, to the
National Trust premises in Cardingmill Valley.
So if you can’t see it at the Commemoration
Service, you can view this at your leisure in the
spring.
When Captain Cook navigated Aotearoa
- The Land of the Long White Cloud - in the
late 18th Century, he returned to England
where it became known as New Zealand - the
new garden of Eden
See you in Church Stretton on my return
early in February and thank you in anticipation
for your support.
Brenda Alexander

I
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Occasional Advertisements

R LUCAS

PAINTER/DECORATOR
01694 723237
Mob: 07772 705856
20 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
KEN HARTLEY and BOB JONES
All types of general building work
Property Maintenance
Renovations and Conversions
Groundworks
Hard Landscaping
Summerhouses Garden Studios
Established over 15 years, Fully Insured
Tel: Ken Hartley 07970 048477
Bob Jones 01694 781459

nourishing the self through
mindful eating
Well Now is a six week course that helps you
tune in your body signals and transform your
relationship with food
Say goodbye to dieting in 2012

lucy.aphramor@gmail.com

07789 471652

ISLE OF WIGHT - RYDE ESPLANADE

Superior holiday apartment
Sleeps 2 adults. Non-smoking
Parking, Lift, All amenities
Adjacent Passenger Ferry and Hovercraft.
Reasonable rates all year.

Contact 01983 617068

mrssmp@hotmail.com

PETSITS
Is a small business based in the South Shropshire
area willing to care for any animal big or small.
Dog and horse exercising is avaiable any time, any day.
Please call Lisa Chatham: 07805 270624

To place an occasional advertisment,
contact 01694 723890
or adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk

24/7 ROOFING & GUTTERING SERVICES
THE SPECIALIST ROOFING COMPANY
EST. FOR OVER 30 YEARS

ALSO SPECIALISING IN:

✓ RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
✓ DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs
✓ FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

Tel: 01584 878728 or 07977 560763
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✓ GUTTER CLEANING
✓ GUTTER REPAIR OR RENEWAL
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✓ FELT ROOFS
✓ SLATING
✓ TILING
✓ ROOF CLEANING
✓ SHEET ROOFING
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