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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meeting

2 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library Event
Rhymetime: Fun, rhymes and songs for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am CS Library

3 Wednesday
CAMEO

Entertainment by Andrew Williams
2.30 Parish Centre

Methodist Network Group
Summer Service
Bring and Buy
7pm Lower Netchwood

4 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

Local History Advice Service
Local History volunteers will help you access
the library’s history resources, including free
access to Ancestry.library
1-4pm CS Library

5 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Personal and Home Safety Event.
Local Police and Housing Support give free
advice. Drop in. 10am-1pm Jubilee Room,
Mayfair

6 Saturday

P.A.C.T public surgery
Church Stretton, Police station
9am-12 noon

Cancer Research UK
Plant Sale at 6 Ragleth Road
10.30am-12.30pm

Sculpture by Jane Moller
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On in the Strettons in July
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gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

Michelin Man visits Burway Books
He is expected at 11am and 3pm, but please
check with Burway Books.

RNLI
Presents The Laurence Singers with a
concert of light music.
Tickets £9 inc refreshments
7.30pm CS School

7 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

8 Monday

Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care
Summer Outing –
Shipton Hall in the Corvedale

9 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library Events
Rhymetime: fun, rhymes and songs for children under 3 years10.30-11am

Local History Advice Service
Local History volunteers will help you access
the library’s history resources, including free
access to Ancestry.library
1-4pm CS Library

Strettondale Area Partnership
Annual General Meeting and discussion on
progress towards the Strettondale vision.
All welcome
7.00pm SHI

12 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Drop-In sessions for Volunteers
Want to volunteer or groups seeking
volunteers please call in for a chat with
Clive Leworthy
10.00am-12.00 noon CS Library

13 Saturday

Methodist Network Group
Mildred’s Summer Fayre

Time to Listen
Relax and enjoy stories and poetry read
aloud. A booktime for adults
11- 12noon CS Library

CS and District Gardening Club
Half day outing to The Lasketts Gardens,
Much Birch, Herefordshire

Methodist Wives and Friends
Treasure Hunt by car
Meet 6.45pm Methodist Church Hall

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
Leo Smith: ‘The Upper Clun Valley’
(Shropshire Wildlife Trust)
7.15pm SHI

Church Stretton Tree Group

Church Stretton Amnesty Group
‘Protecting the Human Rights of Children’
7.30pm SHI

11 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

Fun Day. Family fun and games.
Free barbecue
12.30-4pm Russell’s Meadow

Cancer Research UK
Strawberry Cream Tea. Free admission.
2.30 to 4.30pm Essex Lodge, AS

15 Monday

Touch Rugby Session
Open to males 17 and over. Contact
PatrickHill@RFU.com 07711 385897
7-8pm CS School

16 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library Events
Rhymetime: fun, rhymes and songs for children under 3 years 10.30-11am

Countrywomen’s Guild
Table games and cake
(Also Sales table for Charity)
2.15 SHI

All Stretton Women’s Institute
‘The Linus Charity’ Lynn Anthill.
Visitors welcome.
7.30 AS VH

2pm Mayfair Café

Dorrington Players
Auditioning for parts in the November play
‘Goodnight Mrs Puffin’. For further information
contact Andrew Chapman on 723809
7.30pm Ragleth Inn LS

18 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

Local History Advice Service
Local History volunteers will help you access
the library’s history resources, including free
access to Ancestry.library
1-4pm CS Library

19 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Church Stretton Library Event
Holiday Storytime. Themed stories for primary
school aged children, and their younger
brothers and sisters
10.30-11am CS Library

20 Saturday
RSPB

Wildlife walk at Whixall Moss (NNR) Half or full
day. Bring picnic.
Leader: Clive Cooke 01584 861644
10am Meet at Morris Bridge Car Park
(SJ 493 355)

SY6 Skatepark Sponsored Ride
Contact:sy6skatepark@gmail.com for a
sponsorship form and further details or call
Chris Turner 01694 723463

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Contact (01694 722418)
8.00pm till late Ticklerton VH

21 Sunday

SAC Wildlife Group
With Shropshire Mammal Group
9.30am Coppice Leasowes

High tea at Highlands B and B
To raise funds for Stretton Medieval Fair (June
2014)
3pm to 5pm ‘Highlands’ Hazler Road

continued on next page
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2 hour guided Walk around Rectory Wood.
Members £1.00, others £3.00
6.30pm Lower gate to Rectory Field

St Laurence’s Church

P.A.C.T public surgery

July 2013

10 Wednesday

14 Sunday

17 Wednesday
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What’s On Continued

23 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library Events
Rhymetime: fun, rhymes and songs for children under 3 years 10.30-11am

24 Wednesday

CS and District Gardening Club
Half day outing to The Secret Garden, Little
Hayward

U3A
History of the Shrewsbury flower show.
Meet and greet – Local History group
2-4pm URC

25 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

Local History Advice Service
Local History volunteers will help you access
the library’s history resources, including free
access to Ancestry.library. 1-4pm CS Library

26 Friday

27 Saturday

Church Stretton Library Event
Meet the Illustrator: Jess Mikhail who draws
the pirate stories ‘Florentine and the pig’.
2-2.30pm CS Library

28 Sunday

Country Market

St Andrew’s Church Hope Bowdler

9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Church Stretton Library Event
Great Spooky Sign Up Event (in the afternoon,
time TBA). Sign up for the Summer Reading
Challenge for all children. Theme ‘Spooky
House’, so wear scary costumes to this event!

Church Stretton Evergreen Club

Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30pm St Andrew’s Church

30 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library Events
Rhymetime: fun, rhymes and songs for children under 3 years 10.30-11am

Cadbury’s Demonstration on Chocolates by
Derek Harvey. 2.30pm Mayfair

People of the Long Mynd: Reverend Donald Carr
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T

he Rev’d Donald Carr was Rector of Woolstaston
Church at the northern end of the Long Mynd. For
over eight years, he had also taken the afternoon
service at Ratlinghope church on the west side of the Long
Mynd. On Sunday the 29th January 1865, after having taken
his Woolstaston morning service, he planned to take his usual
four-mile trek across the Long Mynd to Ratlinghope for their
afternoon service and be back at Woolstaston in time for the
evening service.
The winter of 1865 was the worst during the 19th
century in Shropshire. Knowing a difficult journey lay
ahead, Carr skipped lunch when he set out to Ratlinghope
taking with him a small flask of brandy and a servant with
a horse. The sensible twelve mile road trip was impassable
so they took his usual Long Mynd route which he had done
hundreds of times. However, the horse soon became stuck in
deep, impenetrable snowdrifts. Within a mile, Carr sent the
servant and horse back, continuing alone on foot. Battling
through thigh-deep snow he found the only way to negotiate
deeper drifts was on his hands and knees. He arrived safely in
Ratlinghope in time for the service. Afterwards, he declined
offers of board and lodgings for the night and began his
return trip for Woolstaston’s evening service.
During the afternoon the weather had deteriorated.
Struggling through gale force winds, the driving snow and
sleet stung his eyes frequently knocking him off his feet and
disorientating him. As night fell, he grappled against the
elements but suddenly he slipped, plummeting down into a
ravine into the rocky valley below. He managed to stop his
descent and gingerly dropped to the bottom of the ravine
into twenty foot snowdrifts. He eventually clambered up
the other side of the valley struggling through waist deep
snow, before plummeting again into another ravine, this time
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losing his gloves. Icicles formed in his short beard stretching
to his waist and his hair was a block of ice. Exhausted, he
continued, falling into deep snow every two or three steps.
As dawn broke, he realised he was snow blind. Unable to
see, he fell numerous times and dropped several hundred
feet down the Lightspout waterfall near Carding Mill Valley,
losing his boots as he fell.
His Woolstaston parishioners had embarked on a rescue
mission the night before but had been beaten back by the
weather. In the morning they searched again, reaching
Ratlinghope only to learn that Carr had set off home over
twelve hours earlier. When the body of another man was
found in the snow nearby, the parishioners returned to
Woolstaston convinced that he had perished in the snow too.
On the Monday morning with frostbitten fingers and
toes, Carr heard children’s voices. Scared of the ice-covered
creature they saw, they ran off, telling adults about the
bogeyman in Carding Mill Valley. Curious locals soon
realised it was Carr and welcomed him into their homes.
After some warm refreshments, he was helped to nearby
Church Stretton where a horse and cart was instructed to
take him home. Further snowdrifts meant that he had to
abandon this at Leebotwood for the final two-mile journey
home on foot.
On his way, he met a Woolstaston parishioner bound for
Leebotwood’s post office with letters formally announcing
his death! Amazed at his survival, this man helped Carr back
to Woolstaston, 27 hours after having left to make his way to
Ratlinghope. He recorded his experience in the book A Night
in the Snow.
Barrie Raynor
This is an extract from his forthcoming book ‘The Long
Mynd, Its History and Wildlife’.
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Church Stretton Town Council CSATG News
Station Garden Update
Community Matters
ork has now started on refurbishing the footbridge
New Town Council 2013-2017
ollowing the local council elections on 2nd May, three
vacancies remained on the Town Council and these
were filled by co-option on 18th June. A full list of your
local councillors is on display in the Council Office window
and on the Website and will appear in next month’s Focus.
Cllr Michael Braid was elected as Chairman/Town Mayor
for 2013/14 and Cllr Mike Walker was elected as ViceChairman/Deputy Town Mayor for 2013/14.
Retiring Mayor, Tom Beaumont thanked the Council
for their support during his six years as a Town Councillor
and his year as Chairman/Town Mayor and presented Cllr
Braid with the chain of office. Cllr Braid thanked members
for their support and promised to continue to work hard for
the community, building harmony in the town and moving
forward with projects which are in keeping with the town
and its environs and which have the support of residents.

F

W

5

at the railway station. As well as cleaning and
painting, timbers are to be replaced throughout.
A ticket machine has been installed on platform one.
Passengers tell us that they have found it easy to use.
Payment is made by card only.
The station garden becomes more established. Plants are
growing quite well despite the last twelve months’ attempts
by the weather to drown, freeze and blow them away. There
was a time when we thought that the daffodils would never
flower but when they did they didn’t let us down and really
brightened up the garden. It also gave a signal for everything
else to get going, including the weeds.
The rocks, given to us after our appeal in Focus, are
now in position and give a more finished, smarter look to
the long bed on platform one. We would like to thank Jill,
Lesley and Ivor for giving us rocks to form a new border.
Thanks also to the Church Stretton Chamber of Trade.
They have given us one hundred pounds to spend on the
station garden.
Station Gardeners

Photographs by Nigel Strachan

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

Tom Beaumont handing over the chain of office to Cllr Braid

I

n August The Sandford Nursing Home will be
celebrating its 21st Birthday. Since 1992 the Home
has seen a number of changes including a new owner,
expansion and complete refurbishment. It has maintained its
excellent name and reputation for outstanding standards of
care of its elderly clientele throughout this period.
On Friday 9th August at 2.30pm the home will be
holding a celebratory bubbly and cream tea afternoon. This
will be an opportunity to catch up with old friends and
welcome new. This is a free non-profit making event, open
to everyone wishing to join us.
In attendance will be five staff who joined our employ
within our first year of opening.
Gerry Bennett
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Sandford Nursing Home

July 2013

Richard Robinson (Brooksbury) pitch works
Unfortunately the weather has held up the progress of this
work. The contractor is trying hard to get the ground ready
for the new football season 2013.
Brooksbury Play Area (Sensory Garden)
The final phase of this nature play area was officially opened
on 1st June by Rugby player, Tim Stimpson (Newcastle
Falcons, Leicester Tigers, Leeds Tykes, England, British
and Irish Lions). Many thanks go to Wooden Spoon who
provided the £10k needed to complete this project, to Mike
Russell who carried out the work and special thanks to the
‘Mums Group’, led by Zoe Keeling, who have worked hard
for a number of years to bring about their dream.
Local Commissioning
A further public meeting was held on 4th June and the three
prototypes (as described in last month’s Focus) are nearing
completion and will be fully assessed as to their success.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60 High
Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Michael Braid, Chairman

Last month’s photo (below) was taken
by Burway House on Burway Road
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Birdlife in your garden

L

ast month in this column, we considered why birds
sing and how their vocal apparatus permits them
to produce such an incredible variety of spectacular
sounds. But how do birds acquire their distinctive songs?
Why does a Song Thrush sound like a Song Thrush and
not a Mistle Thrush? Songs are, after all, unique to a
particular species and are part of the process of maintaining
the distinctiveness of a particular species by discouraging
hybridisation. A cock bird that sings the ‘wrong’ song will
not, under normal circumstances, be attractive to a hen of
his species and will leave no offspring.
Are birds pre-programmed from hatching to sing their
species’ song? Or do they learn the song by listening to
other birds of their type? The answer to both questions
seems to be ‘yes’ but to varying degrees for different species.
It is known, for example, that some cage birds raised in
isolation, will fail to sing as adults or will produce a feeble,
unstructured version of their species’ song. Other cage bird
evidence shows that a young bird raised with members of
a different species may well adopt the song of that species.
These cases suggest that learning by imitation must play a
role in song acquisition.
On the other hand, how does a Cuckoo learn its
species’ distinctive song? It never meets its biological
parents but is exposed to incessant exposure to its foster
parents’ vocalisations (which it somehow manages to
avoid adopting). Other species, including Great Tit and
Whitethroat, also seem to possess innate songs from birth.
The consensus seems to be that most species exhibit both
innate and learned aspects to their songs. From the egg they
may possess a weak and unstructured version of their kind’s
song (perhaps little more than a ditty that reflects its tonal
structure and the rough rhythm), which is enriched over
time by imitating singing adults. Many birds are known
to practice their songs, starting with a quiet ‘subsong’ and
gradually refining this as they gain expertise and confidence.
Here are a few other bird song facts of interest.

The Meadow Pipit (left) is a frequent victim of the Cuckoo’s
parasitic breeding strategy on the Long Mynd, but how does
the young Cuckoo learn the correct song when it never meets its
biological parents? (Photo: Edmund Fellowes, BTO Library)

Was the song of Mozart’s pet Starling responsible for
“A Musical Joke”? (Photo: John Harding, BTO Library)

Dorrington Players

November Production Auditions
he DP’s production planned for November will be
back to the traditional fare with Arthur Lovegrove’s
‘Goodnight Mrs Puffin’, a family comedy directed
by Andrew Chapman with Helen Townend in the title role.
All the other nine parts, including two young couples in
their twenties, will be cast in the audition to be held at the
Ragleth, Little Stretton, on Wednesday 17th July. If you
are under fortyish and like the idea of playing a twenty
something on stage in Church Stretton’s very friendly and
welcoming drama group, please come along and read, and
let Andrew Chapman know on 01694 723809.
Andrew Chapman

T
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● Prominent (loud and persistent) songs are characteristic of
male birds which inhabit deep cover and need to be located
by the female non-visually (e.g. Nightingale, Blackbird, Reed
and Sedge Warblers), as well as those that sing at night (e.g.
Nightjars).
● Birds that forage in the canopy may sing while feeding
(e.g. tits) but ground feeders (e.g. thrushes) rarely sing while
they eat.
● Deep sounds travel further through obstructions and are
associated with birds that live in woods and reeds (e.g. owls
and Bitterns). High pitched sounds are used more by birds
of the open country.
● Mated pairs of many species of birds, primarily in tropical
parts of the world, are known to sing duets. In the UK, this
is less common but the Tawny Owl’s tu-whit, tu-who (more
accurately, kew-wick...hoo-hoo-hoo) is a duet, with the kewwick sung by the female and the hoo notes from the male.
● Some species of birds (e.g. Chaffinches) exhibit regional
‘accents’ in the tone or structure of their songs.
● Non-vocal sounds are used by many birds in exactly the
same way as more conventional songs. A Great Spotted
Woodpecker declares his ownership of a territory just as
effectively by drumming on a tree as does a Blackbird with
his melodies. Likewise, the wing clapping of a Woodpigeon
and the ‘drumming’ of a Snipe (a sound made by air
flow over special tail feathers during the bird’s dive) are
functionally equivalent to birdsong.
● Many species of birds are very adept at mimicry and will
incorporate the songs of different species, as well as other

common noises, into their songs. Jays are well known for
imitating birds of prey, especially Buzzards. This imitative
skill is prized by human beings, and Starlings have a long
history of domestication for this reason. Mozart kept a
much-loved pet Starling for several years and some have
suggested that his divertimento “A Musical Joke” (K. 522)
has more to do with representing the somewhat clumsy,
mechanical and repetitive strructure of the song of this bird,
as well as its tendency to whistle off-key, than as a parody of
poor musical composition and performance.
Make the most of the bird song you hear this month in
your garden and out and about as we are coming to the end
of this summer’s concert.
John Arnfield
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Fires on the Long Mynd

T

he National Trust is calling on walkers to be extra
vigilant when exploring the Long Mynd after a spate
of suspicious fires at the beauty spot and to report
any suspicious behaviour.
Three fires this year
caused damage to 12
acres of the Shropshire
Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB).
At one point nine fire
engines attended and
domestic homes were at
risk from the blaze.
Long Mynd Area
Ranger Dave Cowell, who
assisted fire crews as they
tackled the blazes, said:
“We are very concerned,
primarily about the threat to human life and homes, but also

Methodist Voice

I

n the Methodist tradition, when a minister is ready
to retire from active ministry, he or she attends the
appropriate Synod and requests to ‘sit down’. The
minister gives an account of his/her ministry and a colleague
who knows the minister well, speaks about the ministry of
the one requesting to ‘sit down’. As far as I know no-one has
ever been refused permission but there is usually some lighthearted banter before permission is given.
It occurs to me that the phrase ‘sit down’ is rather a
misnomer as without exception, all the retired ministers I
know seem to be as busy, if not busier in their retirement
than when they were engaged in full time ministry. The
word for such a minister is ‘supernumerary’. To me the
emphasis should be on ‘super’.
When I first came to the Methodist Church here in
Church Stretton I admit to being a little apprehensive
about the number of supernumeraries in my congregation:
I need not have been. Not only are they all encouraging and
supportive but I am continually learning from them.

about the destruction of valuable wildlife habitat. Linnets
and a variety of warblers breed in the gorse in good numbers.
Whilst we do undertake some gorse burning ourselves, as
part of our continued management of the hill, this is in a
carefully controlled way in partnership with the
graziers.
“We know how quickly fire can spread and
these recent incidents have demonstrated the
seriousness of this. During summer months
there is an even greater risk because of the dry
conditions of the heath.
“We want to warn everyone of the dangers
and also raise awareness of the severe impact
an out of control fire can have.” Walkers are
asked to be careful in disposing of cigarettes and
matches.
Anyone who notices any suspicious activity
should notify the emergency services and the
National Trust office on: 01694 725004.

On a much larger scale it seems to me that the
world would be in a sorry state without its many
supernumeraries. By that I mean volunteers. People
working because they are dedicated to what they are doing
regardless of what it costs them in time and energy.
By no means are volunteers restricted to religious
organisations. Where would so many, even huge
organisations be without their armies of volunteers?
Hospitals and hospices, environmental groups, animal
welfare organisations, small and large all depend heavily on
their volunteers.
Methodism has always been grounded in a deep sense of
social responsibility; John Wesley said “go not to those who
need you but to those who need you most.”
Our world today is sadly full of people who need us
and without the volunteers of this world, we would fall very
short of supplying those needs. Let us never take them for
granted and always appreciate them.
Rev Hazel Ratclffe
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Rotary Request

T

he Rotary club of Church Stretton has worked for
several years with the Church Stretton School for
the benefit of students. One activity is to give year
11 students who are about to apply for jobs or sixth form
some experience of sitting in front of two total strangers
and being asked questions about themselves and their
schooling. Whilst it can be a little nerve racking for some,
overall students find it a useful experience when it comes
to a real interview.
The interviewers are at the moment mostly Rotarians with previous
experience in this field, together with various ladies with similar
backgrounds. We are looking to widen the interviewer base, especially with
more ladies, by asking residents in the area who have similar experience to
come and join us in helping our local young people.
The interviews take place at the school in autumn/winter period and
each of us is committed to two mornings or afternoons each year. This is not
a lot to ask and those of us who do it end up each session feeling it is a very
rewarding task!
If you feel you could help please call me, Roy Jones on 723702 to discuss
it further. Thank you for your time.
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The National Trust
Needs Your Books

A

s fast as we put
them on the
shelves they
sell! We have been
particularly busy this
spring. It must be the
weather, keeping us
indoors reading!’
A very big thank
you to all those who give regularly. We
have received a real variety recently and
that helps. All the money raised is spent
here in the valley. Now we need more.
Please leave them with the NT restaurant
staff or for collection please leave a message
on 01694 725000 or 01694 725001
Janet Beaumont-Nesbitt
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Parents’ Corner
Shropshire Summer Show
Shropshire and West Midlands Showground SY1 2PF
Date: 6th and 7th July 2013. 9am-5pm. Adult: £6.00.
Featuring great family fun and entertainment plus celebrity
guest Ryan Thomas from Coronation Street on the Sunday.
Children under 14yrs go free!
Bees and Butterflies Summer Fair
Fordhall Organic Farm, Ternhill Road, Market Drayton,
Shropshire TF9 3PS
Date: 7th July 2013. 10am -5pm Adult: £3.00.
A day of fun for all the family, with a local producers market;
family activities; tree climbing; local ale; live music; fishing;
face painting; Fordhall BBQ; hay bale tunnel; storytelling;
sack race and welly-wanging!

Maria’s Yummy Melting Moments Biscuits
You will need the following ingredients to make
approximately six biscuits.
100g soft butter
50g caster sugar		
1 egg			
1 tsp vanilla extract
125g self-raising flour 70g oats
Put the sugar and butter together in a bowl and mix it
together till fluffy and pale with the wooden spoon.
Break the egg into the cup, whisk with a fork and add just
half of it to the butter mix. Beat it with the wooden spoon.
Add the teaspoon of vanilla extract and the flour and mix all
the ingredients together until all the flour has disappeared
and it is a sticky gooey mixture. Divide into six and roll each
into a ball – try to make them all a similar size.
Put the oats on to a plate then roll the balls in the oats and
put them onto a baking tray that is pre-covered with baking
paper. Squash the balls slightly with your hands.
You will need to ask an adult for help with this part. Put the
baking tray in a pre-heated oven at 160°C fan/180°C/gas 4
for 12–15 minutes, or until cooked.
Leave on the baking tray to cool down; then you can eat
them!
Emma Alston
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Trivia Corner No 116 by Ken Willis

A
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e received £1028.12 in our House to House
Collections. Thank you to all who supported us
and particular thanks to those who helped with
the collection.
Jill Turner Jones

May 2013
£100
£20

274		
392		

£50
£10

357
651
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Council Election Success
sincere note of thanks and appreciation to the
residents of Church Stretton North Ward, who voted
me in as their Town Councillor in the May 2013
elections.
Cllr Eileen Roberts

July 2013

The Rally in the Valley
Grange Farm, Hilton, Bridgnorth, Shropshire
Date: 20th and 21st July 2013. Adult: £6.00.
Annual steam and vintage engine rally. Arena displays, crafts,
hot and cold food, licensed bar. Children’s activities.
Dragonflies for Beginners with Sue Lamb
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre Craven Arms, Shropshire
SY7 9RS,
Date: 21st July 2013. 1-3pm.
Join the British Dragonfly Society on a wonderful walk
around the Onny Meadows, introducing absolute beginners
to the fantastic world of dragonflies.
Treasure Island Weekend
Blists Hill Victorian Town.
Date: 27th and 28th July 2013.
Come dressed as a pirate or your favourite character from
Robert Louis Stevenson’s famous novel, Treasure Island.
The open-air museum will be running a special literary
themed event with actors recreating scenes from the popular
maritime book of mutiny and buried treasure.
Wildlife Adventure Day
Preston Montford Field Centre, Montford Bridge,
Shropshire SY4 1DX
Date: 27th July 2013. 10-3.30pm
FREE event! Come and explore nature with us! There will
be lots of activities to get involved in: make a bird box, pond
dipping, orienteering and more.
Tile Decorating Workshops
Jackfield Tile Museum, Ironbridge.
Date: 30th July 2013 - 2nd August 2013
Adult: £8.25. Child: £5.50. See website for more details.

1. What was the title of German-born singer Nena’s big
1984 hit?
2. In 1977 Bill Grundy hit the headlines after a
confrontation with which band?
3. Which famous band leader had the signature tune
‘Moonlight Serenade’?
4. From which film did Lee Marvin have the No1 hit
‘Wandering Star’?
5. The Australian poet Banjo Patterson was famous for
writing which song?
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Mayfair News
Mayfair Meals
ur Mayfair Meals
service is being used by
more and more people
who are unable to cook for
themselves, either on a short or
long term basis. We cook and package main meals and
desserts which are then kindly delivered by the ‘Good
Neighbours’ organisation. Mayfair Meals is also a helpful
service for those who have just come out of hospital
and are unable to cater for themselves. If you would like
any further information about Mayfair Meals, please
telephone us on 01694 722077.
Did you know?
Every week we offer our popular IT drop in sessions. If
you are flummoxed by files, perplexed by printing, or
even interested in learning more about that new laptop
computer you’ve just bought – drop in on a Monday
(10am-1pm) or a Wednesday (1pm-3pm) and speak to
Jackie, our IT Coordinator, or one of our knowledgeable
volunteers for some help and assistance.
Forthcoming Events
This July we have a couple of special events happening
here at Mayfair. Firstly, we have the ‘See and Hear’
van visiting us on Friday 5th July, for information and
advice. Secondly, on Saturday 13th July, we have the
Ragleth Writers’ Group who will be able to answer
questions on the craft of writing, how to get started,
how to develop your craft and how to get published.
Please call Mayfair on 01694 722077 for more details.
Mayfair Shop
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We need you!

O

continued on next page
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You may hear that we have many volunteers, but we always
need more! We are particularly looking for help within our
very busy kitchen, from wearing the marigold gloves to making
sandwiches. All we ask for is 2 hours of your time, on as many
or as few days a week, or even on a relief basis. Come and have
a tour of Mayfair and have a chat with Angela, our volunteer
coordinator or call Mayfair on 01694 722077.
Facebook
You are all very welcome to come and ‘like’ our new Facebook
page. Please search for Mayfair Centre – Church Stretton, for
news, pictures, future events and interacting with us too!
May Fayre Update
The winner of the competition to win a ‘Pet Portrait’ was Jill
Goodwin. We are very grateful to Jay Diamond for offering this
prize.
Thank You
Sincere thanks go to everyone who donates to us, whatever the
amount may be. Mayfair is such a unique place, and what we do
here is so very special and in some cases vital to supporting the
community in which we are based.
Book Sale
Sadly the Book Sale on 11th May which raised £2,180 was the
last to be organised by Tony and Phyllis Crowe. On behalf of
the Trust, an Acer tree was presented to them by Sue Wood.
Tony and Phyllis have been involved with Mayfair for over 10
years and have raised to date approximately £35,680 towards the
continued work of the centre. This is an incredible amount and
we would like to take this opportunity to thank them both and
their dedicated team of helpers for all their support. Tony and
Phyllis have kindly offered to continue to look after the books
within our shop, so we are very pleased that we will continue to
work closely with them.
We are hopeful that we have a volunteer willing to run future
Book Sales for Mayfair; however storage space is desperately
needed. If you can help, please contact Alison at Mayfair.
Stuart Boreham
Many thanks to Stuart for his two inspiring talks, the first being
about his experiences of overcoming his disability to sail around
the world as part of the BT global challenge, and then the
second being about rowing single-handed across the Atlantic.
He told his story with humour, honesty and little mention of his
disability, cerebral palsy. The total raised was £162.50
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We are always grateful for the kind donations of books,
DVDs, CDs and other items to sell that make our
lovely shop look so appealing to visitors to Mayfair. We
also stock items made here at Mayfair by the talented
group of ‘Merry Makers’ who create and craft in our
Art Room. Delightful items include hand-made fabric
throws, bags, purses and cards.

Angela, our volunteer coordinator helping out in the kitchen

14/06/2013 11:44
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Co-operation through Sport
On his visit to the school it was great for him to meet
again with Tom Ward (Head of PE at the school) and Jo
Brooke (Teacher of PE); both past pupils of his athletics
hurch Stretton school continues to show community coaching.
Mr Lunt, Principal at the school, says “It was great to
involvement and co-operation through its sporting
welcome Mr Paige to the school and to meet up again with
excellence. The most recent development was
Adele. Sport in the school continues to go from strength to
the ‘Sport in the Community’ initiative. This gave older
members of the community the opportunity to try free sport strength and this donation will enable us to buy even more
taster sessions. Badminton; Basketball; Boccia; Curling; and specialised kit for all our sports people.”
Alan Fox
Table Tennis were activities that were sampled and enjoyed
in our fantastic leisure facilities.
Dawn Longmore, Housing Support Officer at South
Shropshire Housing Association says “The opportunity for
older and/or physically frail residents of Church Stretton to
be involved in a sport activity on an equal level with able
bodied people was great. Those involved in the initial pilot
found the experience really positive and there was lots of
enthusiasm in the hall. As a result the participants wanted
the activity to continue and the school have offered the
facilities for free during term time until October.”
It will be running every 2nd and 4th Wednesday each
month and is open to anyone who has a disability or is over
50. Participants have the chance to get some exercise, learn
a new skill, make new friends, and have fun and laughter.
Contact Dawn on 01694722328 for details.
It is pleasing, that following the success of the
Church Stretton Community Games and the Sport in the
Community initiative, the legacy of the Olympic Games
continues in Church Stretton. Also, that support from
The Paige donation to the school
the community by way of sponsorship for disability sport
continues. Thanks to local support three sports wheelchairs
are already in use by students and are available for the rest
of the community. A fourth chair is expected following
sponsorship from the Lord’s Taverners and by kind donation
from a local family.
Recently Ian Paige and his grand-daughter Adele, who is
a former pupil of the school, presented a cheque to the school
from a collection at Mrs Paige’s funeral. Mrs Paige wanted
to support children’s inclusive sport. Presenting the cheque,
Adele said that it gave her great pleasure to make a donation
on behalf of her grandmother and the Paige family. Ian has
been involved in community sport for many years. He was
a senior coach in athletics and was nominated for the BBC
Sports Personality of the Year Award for his volunteer services.
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Mayfair News continued
Church Stretton Bridge Drive
After many months of planning and hard work by Dominic
Wilson and Graham Wenman this event took place on 18th
May. It was enjoyed by all those who attended and raised
£430. We would like to thank all the following for their
support; Hillside Pharmacy, Philippa Gee, McCartneys, The
Longmynd Hotel, Entertaining Elephants and Berry’s Coffee
House. Thank you to Dominic, Graham and all involved
with the Bridge Drive.
Mayfair Quiz
Thanks to Ken and the team, and to everyone who took part
in making the Quiz, a good evening which raised £245.
This May has been a busy month and we really appreciate all
the support received at these events and for Mayfair itself.
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Trivia Answers
1. 99 Red Balloons
2. Sex Pistols
3. Glenn Miller
4. Paint Your Wagon
5. Waltzing Matilda
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Ankles A-way!

I

At Ratlinghope’s fete in 1927, we are told how their
Best-Shaped Ankle competition was conducted. The
‘fair competitors’ identity was concealed behind a sheet
suspended in the ballroom (of Gatten Lodge) and was
judged by two ladies, the winner being Miss Florrie Haynes
of Gatten. Their other amusements included an additional
ladies’ competition; that of the neatest head of hair, bobbed,
shingled or Eton-cropped which was judged by Mrs
Hulton-Harrop, Mrs Elliott and two members of the band.
Bishop’s Castle’s church fete that year included for the first
time besides the ankle judging competition, a baby show.
The judges were the Mayor Alderman Griffiths and Dr
Gameson. (For men, this is a double minefield: we are not
told if their wives participated!)

Rupert Maas

n the 1920s, as hemlines rose, ankles were very much a
topic of observation, conversation and desire. It would
not be long before they became objects of competition,
‘in the best of possible taste’. I tread carefully, for these notes
concern the ankles of the ladies of All Stretton. I seem to
recall Rupert Maas, art critic on BBC’s ‘Antiques Roadshow’
making an observation upon the ankles of ‘The Girl in the
Hammock’ painting. He described the girl subject as having
‘Shropshire ankles’. He was taken to task and was summoned
to the county by the ladies of the Women’s Institute to eat
humble pie. Back-peddling rapidly, he claimed his mother
had used the phrase: which she wisely denied!

17

By 1928, the annual All Stretton Gymkhana had
grown and included new competitions viz Ladies cycle
race, musical chairs on bicycles and the Ladies’ Ankle
competition which was won by Miss Tedhunter with Miss
Reynes second. In a modern twist, the Committee took
the competition further and included a Beauty Ankle
competition for Men which placed Mr Black first and Mr
Preece, second! At this fete, the Stretton Scouts under Rev
Bartleet gave a display of Morris Dancing.
As the decade drew to a close, ankles were losing their
novelty. The last report from All Stretton in 1929 mentions
Mrs Golding as the winner of the Ladies’ competition
and Miss M Donnelly, runner-up. There were now other
distractions at the gymkhana. Timed grass-track motor
racing was taking place. Major Price-Stretche presented Mr
and Mrs Edwards with an armchair for lending the field.
Harry Edwards said it was a pleasure to do anything for the
village. Unfortunately, all these early fund-raising efforts
would come to nought for the Village Hall plans would fall
into abeyance.
In the local newspaper column ‘Women’s Chat’,
written in 1932 the writer said ‘...shapely ankles are not
out of fashion, but they attract less interest than in the old
days now that modern dress makes a public display of all
ankles. It is beyond dispute that since women have taken
to outdoor sports and other activities, they have developed
broader feet and also a tendency to thicker ankles...’.
Whisper this carefully, for this was the observation made by
Rupert Maas when he viewed ‘The Girl in the Hammock.’
His mother may have been right and Mr Maas heard her
correctly ... but best not tell him!
Alan Brisbourne

StRETTON FOCUS
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Ankle judging

July 2013

In 1924, the Clun WI ladies Tennis Club staged a
‘prettiest ankle competition’ which attracted 30 blushing
competitors and was adjudged by Mr Townsend. The prize
was awarded to Miss Dawson at The Hurst. The following
year, All Stretton villagers revived its Sports’ day alongside
a Gymkhana which was held to raise funds for the Church
Roof fund. They too, held an ankle competition in which an
incredible 42 ladies competed with ‘much fun evoked during
the judging’. At the village gymkhana in 1926, Colonel
Windsor-Clive MP said he and his wife were highly amused
at some of the methods being used to swell the fund which
this year was going towards their new Village Hall. The
Rector, Rev Preb Dixon said he hoped the Colonel would
come along and address them when the All Stretton Hall was
built. The Ladies’ ankle competition that year was won by
Ina Sagar; E Price was second and Doris Marsh, daughter of
Stretton’s town surveyor third.
At Ludlow Picture House the following year, the silent
movie ‘Ankles Preferred’ was screened. In those innocent
days in that far country, the publicity claimed ‘Men were
curiously interested in Norah, although she could not
understand why. It did not occur to her that much of this
interest may be due to her shapely ankles!’
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Video Game Review - Candy Box

Box asks that your investment be time itself, and I urge you
to give some of yours over to quirky, oddball adventures with
the Candy Merchant.
New Consoles
In a departure from the usual review, I would like to
raise awareness of the two new video game consoles that
may find their way onto Christmas lists later this year. Both
Microsoft and Sony have announced successors to their
Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3 consoles, respectively.
Microsoft
are targeting
the complete
living room
experience
once again
with the Xbox
One. They
have touted
TV and
Internet features that will be familiar to users of tablets and
Windows 8. Expect Kinect motion control and Smartglass
tablet functions to be implemented into games, TV and
films.
Sony are also promising exciting ways to utilise the
PlayStation 4’s Internet connection; you will be able to
upload gameplay videos to Ustream and spectate as your
friends play the latest and greatest games. As well as a
‘Share’ button for
the aforementioned
features, motion and
touch controls will both
be built in to the new
DualShock 4 controller.
Both new consoles
are promising great
things, but don’t expect
to be able to play your
old games. Neither the
Xbox One, nor the
and is reminiscent of text adventure games on the old BBC PlayStation 4 will be
Micro computers that many of a similar age to myself may
compatible with previous consoles’ games. There are also
remember using at primary school. The premise is simple,
strong indications that one, other or both consoles may
collect candy until you have enough to buy a lollipop from a restrict the ability to play secondhand games, though how
friendly, Tom Baker-esque Candy Merchant. Collect enough this might work is incredibly unclear at this early stage.
lollipops and you can buy a wooden sword. With me so far? Christmas 2013 is set to see the dawning of a brave new era
Before long you’ll be off on adventures in forests and
of video gaming, and there’s no looking backwards.
underwater caverns, all presented in ASCII art and text
Price and release dates are, as yet, unannounced. More to
(see the picture if you’re not sure what that means). Like
follow nearer the time.
Facebook games, Candy Box limits how much you can do at
Any questions about this game or video games in general
any given time by drip-feeding resources, but fear not, you
can be directed to jamesdcarter@outlook.com.
will never be asked to pay a single penny. Instead, Candy
James Carter
Available on:
Internet browsers (http://candies.aniwey.net)
PEGI rating: None
The first game I reviewed for Stretton Focus was Catcha
Catcha Aliens!, a free game with optional purchases. This
time I’d like to go one better, a free game for your browser
with nothing to pay now... or ever.
Candy Box can be found at http://candies.aniwey.net

D

Rural Health Survey

o you live in a small rural community or out in the sticks? If so, why not take part in Shropshire’s Rural Health
Survey? Representatives from GPs across Shropshire, the Council and other bodies representing rural interests,
such as the Country Land and Business Association (CLA), are seeking views from people who live in rural areas of
Shropshire to help improve and develop the things that affect you. In particular, they want to hear about your quality of life
and the things which have affected your quality of life.
The results will be used for further research and analysis to help to make a positive difference to the lives of people
living in the rural areas of Shropshire.
To take part on line: www.surveymonkey.com/s/ShropshireRuralHealth
For more information or a paper copy contact 01743 252594
The closing date for this survey is 31st July 2013
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Scotsmansfield – open garden day
Thank you for letting the garden shine
It was another sunny bank holiday. I am writing this a
few days afterward when the heavens have opened again, as
they did a few days before the 26th.

•
•

•
•

thanks to Phyl and the SHI as well.
Gill and Keith Atwood who gave their time freely to
make endless teas and wash up.
Ruth and Bernard Colvin who kindly lent us
furniture for the garden. Ruth and Phyl gracefully
served the teas and cakes, both smiling and
looking easy all the while. Bernard helped at the
entrance with me and his patience, calmness and
perserverance was gratefully received. We had 51
people through the gate in the first quarter of an
hour!
Biggles, one of our 3 cats, was full of joy, bouncing
around in the courtyard in youthful excitement and
happy to escort any cat lover around the garden.
Our good neighbours. As well as Ruth and Bernard,
we had garden furniture from Merril Middleton, Jo
and Vivien Green and Marion and Pete Dyke. They
helped to bring our garden alive and it was fun to
carry the furniture up and down the Burway Road.
Our good friends from Ludlow, Hilary and Paula
also provided us with much needed chairs for the
garden.
Ben Jones of Wood Matters for the bark, for the new
vegetable plot and the beautiful new fence, all of
which is gratefully received by us.

Rectory Wood Guided Walk
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We are very pleased indeed to report that we had 265
visitors to our garden and we made £1064.50 for the main
•
NGS charities in 2013:
• Macmillan Cancer Support
• Marie Curie Cancer Care
• Help the Hospices
• Carer’sTrust
Other charities supported include
• The Queen’s Nursing Institute
• Perennial, Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent Society
• The National Trust
• The Garden Museum, London.
The NGS has donated £22 million to charity in the last
10 years and your visit on the 26th has certainly helped to
make a difference. The NGS has impressed us immeasurably
for their superb organisation. Words do not do justice to
what they achieve.
So thank you to everyone who came to this event. You
helped make it a fun day with a great atmosphere. We have
had wonderful comments back and one of these is that the
“garden loved having so many people in it”. “The garden
enjoyed all the attention and appreciation”. People came
from Wrexham, Shrewsbury, Leominster and Ludlow as well
And another thanks to Church Stretton – what a place
as the NT car park!
to live!
Thanks to the NGS who advertised 3 Scotsmansfield on
For us it feels like the light has shone on our garden.
their website as one of the five lovely gardens open to visit in Thank you all for making this event such a successful
Shropshire over the bank holiday weekend. Also, thanks to occasion.
Richard Hickman who put the NGS details on the Church
Pamela and David Knowles
Stretton website and the Stretton Focus editorial team who
published our article in the May edition. Shropshire Review
magazine interviewed Pamela for a full page spread in their
May edition. Also, thanks to the Town traders, the SHI and
he Tree Group has organised a guided walk around
the NT who advertised the NGS open day.
Rectory Wood on Wednesday 10th July at 6.30pm
Special thanks go to
led by Edward Andrews, Parks and Countryside
• Church Stretton and All Stretton WIs.
Sites Officer with Shropshire Council. We will meet at the
• Tony and Phyl Crowe. Tony’s bookstall raised
main lower gate to Rectory Field. Ed will explain some of
£67.50 and the WI donated their 14 cakes to the
the on-going work on the site and future plans to balance
NGS and raised £229.00. Phyl was wonderfully
the historical, archaeological and amenity issues of the
reassuring before this event as it felt very daunting
wood. This is an opportunity to contribute your views
getting so many cakes organised. She made sure that and to learn more about our much loved local resource. As
the 40 tea cups, saucers and plates were delivered to
usual, members pay £1.00 and non-members £3.00. The
us and returned to the Silvester Horne Institute. So
walk will last about two hours. All are welcome.
Hilary Hymas
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The 2013 Mynd Mac Fell Race

ith the kind permission and support of the National
Trust, the second ‘Mynd Mac’ fell race took place
in April. A fundraising event with all entry fees,
donations and sponsorship being in aid of Macmillan Cancer
Support, it was run under Fell
Runners Association rules over
an approved course of a little
over 4.5 miles and involving
around 1360 feet of ascent
Starting in Carding Mill
Valley, runners ascended
Stanyeld and followed the golf
course perimeter fence before
descending into Batch Valley,
and then rising up Long Batch to
The Portway before returning via
Haddon Hill and Bodbury Ring.
The 2012 Mynd Mac took place
under a blue sky and competitors
were bathed in sunshine. This
year they ran through snow
in several places, with a course diversion on the day proving
necessary where it was still waist deep!
The winner, and also first in the Men’s over 40 category

was Paul Jones of Mercia Fell Runners Club in a time of
40 minutes 56 seconds. Second overall place and first in
the Senior Men’s category was Tom Roo of Mercia (43:07),
and third Chris Atherton of
Maldwyn Harriers (44:57).
First Lady and Ladies Under
23 was Emma Gould of West
Bromwich Harriers (47:20) and
first Senior Lady was Naomi
Watson of Mercia (57:47).
Although a short, sharp
route designed for a fell race
it is also a lovely and varied
walk; strenuous but with the
effort being rewarded by superb
views. Route guides and maps
are available (for a £2 donation
to Macmillan Cancer Support)
from the organiser - Michael
Burton at Burtons Estate
Agents, The Square, Church
Stretton. More contact details and photographs can be found
at www.myndmac.moonfruit.com
Michael Burton

Stretton goes loopy

StRETTON FOCUS July 2013

R

esearch quoted by the charity ‘Action on Hearing Loss’
(formerly the RNID), shows that 1 in 6 of the UK
population now has some degree of hearing loss. Because
of the age profile of the population of Church Stretton, it is
reasonable to assume that the incidence of hearing impairment
here is higher than the national average. For this reason, a small
group of local residents has come together to assess the extent to
which the needs of hearing impaired people are catered for in our
community and to encourage the implementation of whatever
action can be taken to enable those of us with hearing loss to live
life within the Stretton community as fully as possible.
Over the coming months, the group expects to carry
out research projects which will enable it to suggest practical
ways of achieving its aims. Where it is appropriate to do so,
the group will publish its findings and suggestions through
Stretton Focus and other relevant media.
As a start, a survey was carried out in May to discover
the availability and effectiveness of Hearing Loop Systems
in the town. These are most frequently installed in public
meeting places, churches and shops. They are the means
whereby people with specially programmed hearing aids can

RSPB News

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a
programme of talks and walks throughout 2013.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1 to Local Group
Members and £3 to Visitors
Walks are 50p to Local Group Members and £2 to Visitors.
Coming up:
20th July -Wildlife walk at Whixall Moss (NNR)
10am Meet at Morris Bridge Car Park
(Grid reference: SJ 493 355)
Half or full day. Bring picnic.
Leader: Clive Cooke 01584 861644
Evening meetings will resume in September.
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receive sounds, such as speech, directly
transmitted into their aids from a dedicated
sound source. Our survey showed that 18
premises in Church Stretton are fitted with
some kind of Loop System. However, for reasons such as
poor maintenance, lack of operator availability and lack of
demand (possibly through the absence of, or the poor siting
of, signage), many of these systems are ineffective.
Although the group can, if asked, help the owners of
Loop Systems to optimise the use of their systems, there is
a need for occasional monitoring of the effectiveness of the
systems from the beneficiaries’ standpoint. We need a small
number of people, each with a hearing impairment, to carry
out this monitoring task. May I ask any reader who is the
wearer of two hearing aids with a ‘T’ switch and who would
like to help, to contact me please? Email zojomara@aol.com
or (less preferably because I am profoundly deaf ) telephone
01694 724581. It is stressed that the work will not involve
more than a couple of hours every 6 months or so.
Derek Bartlett

For further information visit our
website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

Yoga Summer School

Andrea Ford will be running a Yoga Summer School
at Leebotwood Village Hall. Sessions are on Thursdays,
1st , 8th, 15th , 22nd and 29th of August, from 11am12.30. To book a place, please telephone Andrea on
01694 724317.
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Arts Festival News

The Frith Piano Quintet
tickets AND have financed our membership fee which
enables me to book reserved seats. So having spent £44 of
our second £50 we now have about £11 left to spend.
It would be good to experience the excitement of the
opening night of the Art Exhibition but that cost £2 on the
first Monday evening of the Festival. The great advantage of
that there is a free glass of wine here, which would normally
cost about £2 anyway. This means I have £9 left and this
could now be used to give a £1 donation for each of the
nine ‘free’ concerts I have attended. People are very generous
with their donations and this assists enormously with costs
involved such as piano hire and contributions to church
running costs.
Sadly I have had to forego the pleasures of attending,
The Cardinall’s Musick, the Opera evening and Tim
Brooke-Taylor but they are too expensive for my budget. I
am personally very sad about missing Tim as he was with
me, or rather I was with him at Pembroke College and he
was the funniest person I have ever met. Others, too, I have
missed but hard choices have to be made. Mine are purely
personal tastes and you may well choose differently, but do
consider all the options…..or hazard the full £183 and have
a ball!
Roger Stokes (Chairman of the Arts Festival)
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We have spent £44 of our additional £50 but now, since
we are big spenders another economy can be made. We can
join as a Member of the Arts Festival for £5. This means
that we can obtain a discount of 10% when we apply for
over £50 worth of tickets at once (must be directly through
Gloria the Ticket Secretary 724106). So if we apply for over
£100 worth of tickets we can enjoy at least £5 worth of extra
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Enjoying Stretton Arts Festival on
an Austerity Budget.
In these tough economic times
we are aware that people must be very
careful and that economies have to be
made on all leisure activities. In the
light of this we have really tried to
keep our prices down as
much as possible this year. We realise that if we
are not careful we could have problems similar
to those experienced by Ludlow, and this sends
shivers down our spines in spite of their valiant
efforts to re-establish their festival and mount
an emergency programme this year.
If an individual came to all our events
he/she would spend £183. I want to give a
personal view of how I might manage if I had
to on a limited budget.
For my £50 budget I would certainly want
to see Buddy Holly (£10). Having been in
my teenage years when he was around I was a
great fan, and the songs live on for me. I also
played the guitar and love to hear it used for
classical music so I would choose The Katona
Twins (£12). George Orwell (£12) was a major
feature of my academic life and formation, but
I have other reasons for seeing this. Michael
McEvoy is a cousin of my wife and we saw him
performing in his play some time ago at the
Edinburgh Fringe…and, of course, it starts off
with a scene set in Ticklerton where Orwell
used to stay on holiday.
I would go to the Methodist Church for
the afternoon concert with Robin Ward, not
only because I am more alert then but because
the harp is such a beguiling instrument……
and I would have a wonderful cream tea
thrown in for the price (£8). I would also want
to experience again the verve and creativity
of the young in their ‘school’s out’ production
(£8). In spite of (or because of ) my many years in schools,
it is still good to be reminded of how revitalising it is to be
with younger people.
Having attended five major concerts and spent my £50 I
would also be at St Laurence’s church each morning at 10.15
in the first Festival week for the ‘free’ concerts where I enjoy
so much experiencing the great range of local talent. On
top of that I can also visit three organ recitals, two at Little
Stretton Church and yet another at Cardington Church. I
would like to visit the Art Exhibition but with no money
left I can still get in on the nights of performances when the
exhibition is open until 7.30pm and FREE after 6pm.
This was the super economy budget, but for an
additional £50 I would lash out on the Frith Quintet (£16)
not only because they come together with all their experience
of the City of Birmingham Orchestra but also because
they will play The Trout piano quintet which is one of my
favourite pieces of chamber music. David Rees-Williams
(£16) is also a must in this category. I so loved discovering
that Bach could be the inspiration for such immensely
catchy and inspiring jazz in the ‘trad’ style. If I added the
Marylebone Wind Trio (£ I2) I could enjoy these lovely
ladies AND their clarinet, oboe and bassoon, a delightful
combination.
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Church Stretton – a Rugby Football Town?

A

n article of the same title as above which appeared
in the April 2013 edition of Focus has prompted
some interesting questions. The general answer from
a cross-section of local people is “We don’t know!” Digging
deeper for information by asking supplementary questions,
the conversations usually ended up by agreeing that a town
rugby team might be a good idea.
School hotbed
The hotbed for the game in Church Stretton is
undoubtedly the school in Shrewsbury Rd. School
rugby coaches recommended contact with the Regional
Development Officer of the Rugby Football Union (RFU),
Mr Scott Sturdy, whose responsibilities include Church
Stretton. He has now revisited Church Stretton and has
explained the RFU’s approach in helping to start and
develop rugby in any locality.
RFU values
Prior to Scott Sturdy’s visit, the RFU’s website was
studied. It transpired that the RFU has five core values
on how the game should be played: teamwork; respect;
enjoyment; discipline; sportsmanship. At a guess, most
people in the town would applaud such a set of values. The
RFU claims it is the first time a sport has set out to define its
values in formal terms….

•

Teamwork - enriches our lives (and essential to
rugby)
• Respect - earned by how we behave to others
• Enjoyment -adopt a healthy lifestyle and build life
skills
• Discipline – obey the laws of the game
• Sportsmanship – tradition of camaraderie
Rugby World Cup
Listening to Scott Sturdy talk about the RFU’s
aspirations for the development of the game across the UK
was a rewarding experience. The size of the opportunity
given to our country to host the Rugby World Cup in 2015
is massive – in the true meaning of the word. Could Church
Stretton enjoy sharing in the legacy of local, regional,
national and international proportions?
Further discussion
During May, further informal discussions will continue
about the possibility of a rugby club in Church Stretton.
Nationally, the RFU have a campaign called ‘All Schools’.
The campaign aims to create a step change in the number
of secondary schools playing rugby union. We are fortunate
that our school in Church Stretton is already prominent in
the game.
Man in the Scrum
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Catholic Voice
to his disciples, “Go therefore, make disciples
of all the nations; baptise them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. And know that I am with you always,
to the end of time”. (Mt. 28/19,20.)
It is always a great privilege for a priest to
welcome new members into the family of God we call the
Church. It is a joyful occasion for the parents and family
but also for the wider family, the Church.
When the child grows up and reaches the age of 14, we
have the Sacrament of Confirmation, that is the completion
of Baptism. The infant depends on the parents’ faith for
Baptism. Now at the age of 14 when he/she is making
choices, he/she also has the opportunity to make the
decision to continue in the Christian faith. This he/she does
in Confirmation. The Bishop anoints the forehead of the
candidate with the oil of Chrism, saying, “Be sealed with the
gift of the Holy Spirit”. Now, the candidate is commissioned
to go out and bear witness to their faith in every area of his/
her life, helped by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Fr. Ambrose

Wildlife Group

July 2013 mag.indd 17

hedgehogs and report any sightings. Members will now
make their own tunnels and seek results in their own
gardens.
A Wing and a Prayer
The Red grouse Survey has been severely disrupted
by the bad weather and the first three planned evenings
had to be cancelled, others, already rearranged, had to be
cancelled too. The final count was made on 30th May.
The 32 participants (of which some SACWG members)
found less Grouse activity, but conclusions and reasons for
the reduction of Grouse numbers can not be made until
autumn populations are confirmed. Both behavioural
..........continued on page 27
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The Pattern of Tiny Feet!
Several members of the group met up with Gareth Parry
and members of the Shropshire Mammal Group at Rectory
Wood on Saturday morning for the initial Hedgehog survey.
Seven ‘baited’ ‘Footprint Tunnels’ had been put in place on
Friday night around the wood and we inspected them in
turn, looking for mammal footprints. The objective was to
find Hedgehog prints, but we only found those of Brown
rat, and Field Vole. These were identified from the patterns
of their footprints, shown on the printout from www.
mammal.org.uk
It was a huge disappointment not to find evidence in
Rectory wood and you are urged to keep a lookout for

July 2013

Sacraments
“Drop kick me, Lord, through the goalposts of life”.
This was an American hymn of the 60’s. It had its origin in
American football and was very much colloquial. When I
first heard of it I was highly amused but on reflection and
with maturity I can see what they were driving at. It was the
popular way of saying, “I need the ‘oomph’, the injection of
support from you, Lord, for my journey through life”. Yes,
we are on a journey, a journey that has its ups and downs,
its joys and sorrows. Our faith tells us that God is with us
on that journey and that he himself in Jesus has travelled the
same path. He provides special help for us at different stages
on that journey. These are called Sacraments. A Sacrament is
a personal meeting with the living God.
The first is Baptism. This comes in the early months of
life when we are very vulnerable and need help and support.
The Church provides spiritual help through the pouring of
water and the invocation of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Through this simple ceremony the baby is welcomed into
the family of God that is love - a trinity of love. At the end of
Matthew’s Gospel, before Jesus ascends into Heaven, he says

14/06/2013 11:45
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Wildlife Group continued from page 25.........
changes and the effects of the weather are possible causes.
Please report any sightings of Red Kite (one nest has
been found), Curlews, Lapwings, Dippers and Barn Owls.
Hedging Ones Bets

After site training from G Parry at Acton Scott in
late April and IT training in early May, members are now
confidently surveying Hedgerows: now that they are in
full leaf, the task has become easier. Twenty-one monads
have been chosen by the members and hedgerows will be
categorised throughout the summer months. Results will be
used by Shropshire Council for environmental purposes.

Moth’ers Ruin
At last the weather has been kind enough for a few
moths to appear. Interestingly there has been more daytime
moth activity than night time trapping. The moths in
YOUR garden surveys have not been offered as the results
would have been disappointing. However, things have
improved over the last few days and numbers are rising so we
will be down your way (hopefully) before you read this. You
can look at the moth blog on http://strettonmoths.blogspot.
co.uk to see how we are doing.
Walls are out
At last there are some butterflies to report. The list is
growing slowly but surely with the addition of Brimstone (at
Tudor cottage) and Small Heath (Batch Valley) to the list.
Wall Brown has appeared in Batch Valley and in Ludlow
Road today, bringing the total up to 14 species so far.
Graham Wenman, Chairman, SACWG

Newsworld win CTN Retailer
of the Year Award
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Palmer and Harvey, honoured some of the UK’s top
retailers and suppliers at its annual awards (April 30) at
its Pro-retail gala dinner. The winners were celebrated by
1,600 diners, (including celebrities such as comedian Jason
Munford, musician Jimmy Vali and his band and sports car
A Site For…
driver Allan Mcnish). There were six awards for retailers Three sites have now been surveyed by the Biological
CTN Retailer of the Year being awarded to
Sites members in conjunction with SWT. The Ragleth
John and Marie Vine, Newsworld, Church Stretton.
Wood visit has already been reported and in spite of the bad
The judges were impressed by the store’s balanced
weather the Soudley woods and ponds have been surveyed.
range of goods and exceptional merchandising. Sales for the
The weather worsened for the Hatton Wood (Acton Scott
estate) visit but the sight of Bluebells, Wood Anemones and third quarter were also strong, showing a 7% increase for
other woodland ground flora lifted the spirits. Hopefully the tobacco, a 14% increase for non-tobacco and 20% rise for
alcohol.
weather for the Coppice Leasowes survey on 13th June will
Commenting on the awards, Martyn Ward, managing
be kinder.
director commercial and sales at P&H, said: “All of our
What’s Bugging?
winners were chosen following a rigorous selection process
The Shieldbug and Ladybird survey kicked off in early
May. Despite the poor spring, several species including Birch that involved taking input from right across the company.
This process included an assessment of availability, sales
Shieldbug and 10-spot Ladybird were recorded on the day,
support, business planning, communication and category
and more species are appearing in gardens weekly. Most
excitingly, one of the new arrivals to the county, the Juniper management. Choosing the winners was difficult because
the standard of our suppliers is so high, but those who have
Shieldbug, was recorded in All Stretton last week and is the
walked away with the awards are the companies that have
first South Shropshire record for this species.
truly excelled this year.”

14/06/2013 11:45

29

CRIME REPORTED FOR CHURCH
STRETTON POLICE AREA
1ST MAY - 31ST MAY
Burglary other – Queens Court and Lion
- 2 Crimes
Meadow
Theft from motor vehicle – Ludlow Rd,
- 4 Crimes
Central Ave, St Meadow, Watling St Sth
Theft from store – Lion Meadow, Sandford
- 2 Crimes
Avenue
News
Theft of pedal cycle – Church Street
- 1 Crime
Personal and home safety information event
Assault – Street Meadow, Cross Banks
- 2 Crimes
Would you like advice and support in protecting your
Theft – Shrewsbury Road, Kings Court,
- 4 Crimes
property and yourself? Free advice will be available from your Sandford Court x2
local police and council on: Friday 5th July 2013, 10am –
1pm at the Mayfair Community Centre
Tips
Vehicle Security
osts Lynn and Alan Hyatt look forward to
Vehicle crime is not common in Church Stretton and we
welcoming you to this special event at their 5 starare working hard to reduce it even further, but four vehicles
rated B&B at Highlands, Hazler Road, Church
were targeted during May. A tiny minority of vehicles
Stretton. A delicious high tea will be served between 3 and 5
registered in the whole of West Mercia are involved in crime pm when everyone can enjoy the glorious view at the same
each year, but there are simple steps you can take to make
time. There’s no problem about the weather as it can be
life even harder for criminals.
indoors if wet.
Most vehicle crime is opportunistic and happens as a
result of a vehicle being left vulnerable or unsecured, for
example:
• Doors or windows left unlocked
• Keys left in the ignition
• Personal belongings on display (eg handbag, laptop)
• Sat Nav and holder left in vehicle
• Parked in poorly lit areas
• During winter, vehicles being left unlocked with
engines running to defrost
You can outsmart car thieves by making sure your
vehicle does not fall into one of the bullet points above. Not
only will it help reduce vehicle crime even further but save
you the hassle and expense of having to repair any damage
caused during a vehicle break-in.
Church Stretton Local Police Team:
PS 1396 Adrian WOOLLEY
Guests will be entertained by Ed Moseley, well-known
PC 1357 Damon PRESTON
local piano accordion player and teacher and there will be a
CSO 6460 Ross O’NEIL
free prize draw.
Volunteer Jayne CHARD
Proceeds will be donated to support Stretton Medieval
Volunteer Dan GORE
Fair 2014, which will celebrate the 800th anniversary of
You can contact us in the following ways:
the setting up of the Church Stretton Charter Market on
Emergency: 999
21st and 22nd July 2014. Some of the organisers of this
Non-emergency only: 101
very special anniversary will be at the tea to give you more
Local Police Team message service: 01743 264773
information.
or email - churchstretton.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Lynn, Alan and the organisers of the Fair are very
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
grateful to Church Stretton Co-op, Housman’s and Hope
PACT public surgeries
Bowdler WI for their support for the tea.
Church Stretton Police station
Tickets at £7.50 available from Lynn and Alan (01694
Saturday 6th July: 9am – 12pm
723737) or look out for the posters on outlets in the town.
Mayfair Café
Wednesday 17th July: 2pm
Come and meet your Local Police Team
Saturday 6thJuly
Web site: www.westmercia.police.uk
Cancer Research UK
Facebook: Church Stretton Neighbourhood Watch
Plant Sale at 6 Ragleth Road
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
10.30am to 12.30
Sunday14th July
Cancer Research UK
Strawberry Cream Tea
Essex Lodge, All Stretton 2.30 to 4.30pm Free admission

High Tea Fundraiser

H
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RNLI - The Laurence Singers
Church Stretton School Saturday 6th July 7.30pm
The programme will include songs from shows and by
We remind you
the Beatles, spirituals
that we shall welcome
and one or two
The Laurence
surprise items.
Singers from South
We are fortunate
Manchester who are
that the Laurence
giving a concert of
Singers will travel
light music in aid of
from outside their
the RNLI. The choir
local area to give us a
sings all kinds of
chance to hear them.
music from oratorio
Please come and
to songs from the
join us at Church
shows and enjoys its
Stretton School on
great variety of music.
Saturday 6th July at
Today the choir has
7.30pm. Tickets are
around thirty members
£9 and will include
and is conducted by
refreshments. They
Clifford Crewe, one of
are available from
The Laurence Singers
the tenors. The choir
John Thomas Florist,
performs to a high
Brian and Alison
standard and has sung in Manchester and Chester Cathedrals, Bradley 722138, Liz Madeley 771744, Richard and Jill
given many concerts, often for charities, and also performed Turner Jones 724371
at over a hundred weddings.
Jill Turner Jones

Letters

I appreciate that Mr Bartlett has a right to
his views. However, does he have any mandate
to put himself forward as a spokesperson for
the community? He objected to “out of town
businesses (presumably ours) - whose only
connection with Stretton is that they have
made a financial contribution to an activity that
takes place here.” I live in Picklescott (does Mr
Bartlett know where that is?), use the shops in
Stretton on a regular basis, and am a member
of the congregation at St Laurence’s. Although
Darwin Matthews is based in Shrewsbury, we have
contributed to three Stretton-based charities in
the last 12 months. The banner advertised our sponsorship
of Church Stretton Community First Responders, which
receives no public funding and provides potentially lifesaving first aid to members of the local community. Of
course, the banner gave us publicity, but it also was intended
to help to promote the role of the First Responders.
Clutter or benefit? Throughout history people have
advertised events and businesses, often in print. Mr Bartlett
seems to think that most people will have access to the
Street Advertising
internet and that the “visual pollution” of community-based
I read with startled interest the ‘Info Town’ letter from
Derek Bartlett in the May edition of Focus. For those readers advertising is unnecessary. With respect, not everybody
wants or is able to use the Internet. Surely local information
who did t see the letter, he asserted very strongly that signs
and advertisements have come to “disfigure the main streets boards, such as the one opposite the Co-op, help to
promote local events more effectively than the internet?
of the town centre over the last year or two.” He sought to
What is wrong with a business such as ours being promoted
illustrate this strident view with photographs of the fence
opposite the Co-op, used by community groups to advertise in an orderly fashion, with landowner permission, whilst
benefiting the community in a practical way?
forthcoming events. He also showed a view of the town’s
Instead of removing our banner, any civilised person
own “Welcome to Church Stretton” sign at the A49 traffic
would simply have phoned me using the number on the
lights, together with an advertising banner for Darwin
banner in order to discuss this. My view is that such an
Matthews solicitors.
action is disappointing and does no credit at all to the
I am the Director of Darwin Matthews solicitors. Our
individual involved. Perhaps, if caught, they might do
banner was stolen from the fence in April, during daylight,
despite been securely attached by cable ties. Can anyone help community service with the First Responders?
Steve Matthews, Solicitor.
to find this determined offender?
More memories of Liberty House
I read with interest the letter from Chris Bland
regarding consulting rooms at the back of Mr
V Goatley’s chemist shop in High Street. I have
lived here all my life, a very long time I might add,
and have very vivid memories as a small child, of
being taken to see Dr McClintock at his surgery
at the back of the shop, which was accessed by the
side door, walking along the hallway to his surgery
and passing the dispensing room occupied by ‘Doc
Nixon’, another local character.
As I remember Dr Mac was not there for very
long before moving to a new surgery, again behind
Mr Goatleys’ chemist shop in Sandford Avenue, where he
stayed until his retirement when the practice was taken over
by Dr Jean West.
Can anyone else remember this? I think it would
probably be before Chris Bland was born.
Blanche Thomas
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Bowmen of Caradoc

e are proud to be the only
longbow club in Shropshire and
are able to shoot both target
and field archery at any time of the year.
In the summer, we shoot outdoors
at Womerton in a large field with its
own secure wood in which we shoot
foam animal targets such as wolves, stags, dragons and other
creatures! In the winter, we shoot one day a week indoors at
Church Stretton School and two days outside at Womerton
Farm.
We are pleased to announce that we are now an open
club open to non-members, and are always looking to
recruit new archers. Training and equipment is provided.

above Inwood and Gogbatch. Our
website has an interactive map to help
you to our field.
From Shrewsbury...
From Shrewsbury, on the A49
heading towards Church Stretton, turn
right off the A49 (signed for Lower
Wood) just after Leebotwood. Follow
the narrow road under the railway bridge, continue up
the hill, pass Willowfield guest house on your left. At the
crossroads, carry straight on up the hill. Near to the top of
the hill you will see a fork in the road with a cattle grid sign.
Take the right hand fork over the cattle grid for approx 50m.
Our archery field is on the right.

Established in 2012, Bowmen Of Caradoc was formed
by a number of both male and female archers wishing to
shoot only the longbow, warbow or barebow.
Equipment
Please do not buy a longbow without speaking to a
member of the club first. You may end up wasting your
money with a bow which is unsuitable. Any BofC club
member can give you advice on your first bow. BofC have
archery equipment which you can use free of charge until
you are ready to buy your first bow.
The Longbow is the most famous type of bow. In the
Middle Ages the Welsh and the English were famous for
their very heavy, long-ranged bows, used to great effect in
the civil wars of the period and against the French in the
Hundred Years’ War (with notable success at the battles of
Crécy (1346), Poitiers (1356) and Agincourt (1415)).
The longbow is a type of bow that is tall (roughly equal
to the height of a person who uses it), is not significantly
recurved and has relatively narrow limbs, that are circular
or D-shaped in cross section. With no sights or other
accessories being used the archer requires a great deal of skill
and technique to shoot these bows. Draw weights on these
bows are usually no more than 90lb (50lb – 60lb standard)
but have been known to be 150lb or more.
Our Shooting Venues
Summertime
During the summer you can shoot at our outdoor venue
at Womerton Farm on Mondays from 2pm, Wednesdays
from 10am and Saturdays from 10am.
Summer Venue details
Bowmen Of Caradoc
c/o Mr & Mrs Lawrence
Womerton Farm
All Stretton
Shropshire. SY6 6LJ
Directions
The field is situated approximately 1.5 miles from the
A49 at the top of the Long Mynd, with stunning views

From Church Stretton...
Head out to All Stretton on the back road, the old
Shrewsbury Road. Turn left at the telephone box up Castle
Hill. Carry on to the top of Castle Hill until you reach the
crossroads on the top (signed Picklescott). Turn right at the
crossroads and head downhill towards Leebotwood. The
cattle grid at Womerton is approximately 200m on the left.
Winter Venue
During the winter months we shoot at Church Stretton
School hall from 5pm until 7pm. Cost is £5, payable on the
day.
We also still shoot on a Wednesday and Saturday
from 10am (weather permitting) at our outdoor venue at
Womerton Farm.
Summer Season
Full members and associates are £35 per head, this is
paid to Mr and Mrs Lawrence of Womerton Farm for use
of their field and wood. The Lawrence’s choose to donate all
proceeds to a local charity in Church Stretton – The Mayfair.
Club Target Fees
Archery equipment is expensive; a boss will cost
approximately £100 and a face £2.50. To assist in the cost of
replenishing this equipment, the club charges fees every time you
shoot, be that on a practice day, a shooting day or any ad hoc day.
Fees to BoC are £1 target fee per person each shooting
session, please put your money in the honesty box. Note:
if you do not shoot in a particular week you do not pay!
Juniors (under 18s) are free.
Winter Season
All members £5 per head per session at Church Stretton
School. We need at least six attendees to cover the hire
charge, and any surplus goes into Club funds. Our shooting
day is Monday from 4.30 to 6.30 pm.
Contacts
In the event of a query, contact our secretary: Mr Jeremy
Hilditch on 01694 723593
Visit our website for more information.			
		
www.bowmenofcaradoc.co.uk
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Anglican Voice

C

hurch Stretton Amnesty members and
supporters met for an Amnestea at
the home of David and Trish Howard
in Clive Avenue on 28th May. In addition to
raising funds, they signed petitions, in particular
about the treatment of women in Afghanistan.
Highlight of the event was a special cake made for the
occasion (Amnesty’s 52nd birthday) by David Hart.
David Howard
Church Stretton Amnesty Group
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Growing old is like being
increasingly penalized for a
crime you didn’t commit.
(Anthony Powell)
(On reaching the age of 100)
If I’d known I was gonna live
this long I’d have taken better
care of myself. (Eubie Blake)
All I have to live on now is macaroni and memorial
services (Margot Asquith)
Old age? Always 15 years older than I am. (Bernard
Baruch)
Just when I finally got my head together my body
fell apart. (Anon)
A sexagenarian? At his age? I think that’s disgusting.
(Gracie Allen)
At my age I don’t even buy green bananas (George
Burns)
The Fours Stages of man are infancy, childhood,
adolescence and obsolescence. (Art Linklater)
One should never trust a woman who tells one her
real age. A woman who would tell one that, would
tell one anything. (Oscar Wilde)
The three ages of man: you’re young, you’re middle
aged, and you’re looking good. (Anon)
There are three things that happen to you when
you get old – first, you lose your memory. And I’ve
forgotten the other two. (Norman Wisdom)
(To a lady) I don’t know how old you are, but you
don’t look it. (Anon)
Old age is the most unexpected of all things that
happen to a man. (Leon Trotsky)
I was surprised when I started getting old. I always
thought it was one of those things that would
happen to someone else. (George Carlin)
If you can eat a boiled egg at ninety in England they
think you deserve the Nobel Prize. (Alan Bennett)
You know you’re getting old when the candles cost
more than the cake. (Bob Hope)
(Groucho Marx, to lady) How old are you? (Lady)
Approaching sixty. (GM) From which direction?
Contributed by DH (approaching 94)

Give Rugby a ‘Try’
Touch Rugby Session, Monday 15th July

All experience and abilities welcome. Open to male
players 17 and over. At Church Stretton School (Pitch
next to the tennis courts) 7-8pm. Contact: Patrick Hill
(RFU) PatrickHill@RFU.com Mob: 07711 385897
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Chaplain to Man Utd to speak!
John Boyers, who is chaplain to
Manchester United, is coming to speak at a
dinner at the Long Mynd Hotel on Thursday
Sept. 12th at 6.30 for 7pm. John was once chaplain to my
team, Watford, and I have heard him speak before: he was
most enjoyable. The title will be ‘The man who brings God to
the Squad’. Tickets are £12.50 each for a two-course meal plus
tea or coffee and available from our parish office on 724224.
Funday
Every year we hire a marquee and other tents, bouncy
castle etc for a service and afternoon of fun on Russell’s
Meadow. This year we are holding a conference on healing,
with visiting speaker Paul Skelton, through the Friday
night and Saturday July 12th-13th in St. Laurence’s, with
Garage Praise in the marquee on the Sat. at 7.30pm, and an
informal service at 11.05am on the Sunday (14th), followed
by all sorts of activities for all the family. All are welcome at
any time. This also takes the place of Pit Stop for July.
Songs of Praise
With the marquee still up, after all the fun, Churches
Together are holding a Songs of Praise, on Russell’s Meadow
at 5pm for about 50 minutes. Anybody wanting to choose a
hymn may do so, if they come from the two books commonly
used in St. Laurence’s, Common Praise and Worship Today,
and we ask the person choosing the hymn or song to say
briefly why they have chosen it! All requests, hopefully wellknown and playable by our music group, to me on 722585.
Food Bank
I am working with Churches Together and a number of
other local groups, towards setting up a food bank here in
the Strettons. We have taken advice from the C of E Social
Responsibility Officer, who set up the one in Hereford and
advised on other ones across the diocese, and will have a speaker
from Bridgnorth to the next committee meeting of Churches
Together. We have an offer of a container to put the food in.
We are told that the one at the Barnabas Church in Shrewsbury
is accessed by Church Stretton people and have received a
number of other indications that one is needed here. If anybody
has further information or is interested, please do contact me.
Churches Open
All three of the Anglican churches, St. Laurence’s
Church Stretton, St. Michael’s All Stretton, and All Saints
Little Stretton, are usually open from about 9am to 5.30pm
each day for people to look round, collect brochures and
information and also to pray in quietness. There is a book
for prayer requests at the back of each one and St. Laurence’s
has a prayer corner in the South Transept with suggestions
for prayer and a display. Both St. Laurence’s and St.
Michael’s have Books of Remembrance on display.
Richard Hill

Growing Old (Dis)gracefully
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Quaker Voice
Just talking to people
Some of the Quaker tapestry has been in Coalbrookdale
and local Quakers have been acting as volunteer stewards.
It was displayed in an art gallery that I didn’t know existed
behind the large wooden doors you walk past on the way
to Enginuity. Very few other people seem to have known it
was there either. As you go through the wooden doors there
is a large, rather forbidding, empty space which was once
a workshop of some sort. Diagonally across that, through
another two doors and you’re there. You wouldn’t come upon
it by accident! So our job was to encourage people to go and
have a look at the tapestries.
But once they’d got in there it generated all kinds of
talking points. It’s difficult not to be surprised at how
little people know about the Society of Friends. Some
people remember the television programmes about the
Amish and get us mixed up with them. Many people know
that Elizabeth Fry was a good person and a Quaker, but
aren’t quite sure what she did. The tapestry that came to
Ironbridge was about her work with women prisoners and
their children in Newgate prison. There is a second panel

Recipe of the Month

Macadamia Blondies
A good ‘cookie’ recipe I got from somewhere on my
US travels many years ago. I can’t even remember if I tried
it, so perhaps you would like to have a go. I do remember
how I loved the nuts!
Ingredients:
4 oz butter cubed
4 oz white chocolate, broken into pieces
4 oz caster sugar
2 eggs lightly beaten
1 tsp vanilla essence
4 oz self-raising flour (sifted)
3 oz macadamia nuts (roughly chopped)
Method:
Preheat oven to 180C (350F) Gas Mark 4. Lightly
grease an 8 inch square tin and line with baking
parchment leaving the paper hanging over on two opposite
sides. Put the butter and white chocolate in a heatproof
bowl. Half fill a saucepan with water and bring it to the
boil and remove from the heat. Place the bowl over the
saucepan, making sure that the bottom of the bowl does
not sit in the water. Stir until butter and
chocolate have melted and are smooth.
Add the caster sugar to the bowl and
gradually stir in the eggs. Then add vanilla
essence, fold in the flour and nuts. Pour
the mixture into the prepared tin. Bake for
40 minutes. Leave to cool in the tin before
lifting out and cutting into squares.
‘Her Ladyship’
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journey of (re)discovery, in which one’s awareness and
sensitivity to the sacred are heightened and faith reinforced.
This summer many will jet off to Jerusalem, Rome and
Lourdes (with comfortable hotels), but many will make
their arduous way to Lindisfarne, Iona and Walsingham
in search of spiritual enlightenment and vitality. And
thousands of young Christians will gather in Rio with Pope
Francis and in Taize with the brothers of that remarkable
community of prayer. Pilgrimage is alive and well!
Canon Chris Walsh
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To Be a Pilgrim
This month a party from St Milburga’s joined
neighbouring parishes to make the ancient pilgrimage from
Shrewsbury to Holywell.
Pilgrimage is a venerable spiritual practice not confined
to Christians: one thinks of Mecca, the Ganges, the Jerusalem
temple in Jesus’ time. In Christian tradition it has taken a
variety of forms with varying purposes. Sometimes it has been
to retrace the steps of the Lord (Holy Land, Way of the Cross),
sometimes to visit sites associated with a great hero of faith
(Compostella, Lindisfarne, Canterbury) sometimes to seek
healing at a sacred site (Lourdes), sometimes to seek purification
through penitential exertions (Lough Derg, Croagh Patrick in
Ireland) sometimes to find reinforcement of faith and prayer in
the company of fellow seekers (Taize in France).
The ancient royal pilgrimage to Holywell ticks several of
these boxes. St Winifride (Gwenfrewi) has been venerated in
Wales since the 7th century when, according to later tradition,
she was miraculously restored to life after a murderous sexual
assault by Prince Caradoc, and lived out her spared life
leading a community of nuns at Gwytherin (near Llanrwst).
But at the site of the dastardly assault a spring of healing
water gushed forth and continues to gush to this day. And
for 1300 years, pilgrims have made their way to the well at
Treffynnon (Holywell) to find physical and spiritual healing.
In 1138, as readers of Ellis Peters will remember, the body
of St Winifride was removed from Gwytherin to a splendid
shrine in Shrewsbury Abbey, which then became the starting
point for pilgrimages to the well. Henry V did it on foot in
1416 in thanksgiving for Agincourt, and was followed later
by Edward IV. Margaret Beaufort, mother of Henry VII, built
the exquisite chapel above the well. After the Reformation
attempts were made to suppress the shrine and penalise the
pilgrims, but still they turned up in their thousands, including
James II and his queen.
The powerful and enduring appeal of pilgrimage seems to
lie in the leaving of one’s everyday environment and concerns
to find solidarity, inspiration and mutual support in a common

that is about providing women, who were
being deported to Australia, with the wherewith-all to make a patchwork quilt. There
were tapestries about schools, the slave
trade, the Friends Ambulance Unit, Quaker work in Ireland
during the potato famine, Quaker refusal to take oaths, all
sorts of things.
There were some longer conversations. I spoke to a
theology graduate who reckoned she had known next to
nothing about us, she hadn’t realised that before 1682
everybody who wasn’t prepared to go along with the
established church was persecuted; she knew the Catholics
had been, but hadn’t realised it was wider than that. The
most excited visitor was someone who had been impressed
by a Quaker wedding she’d been to and was delighted to
find out more.
The operations manager from Kendal, where the
tapestries are usually displayed, said that the local volunteers
were welcoming, willing and smiling. If that’s the image we
got across to our visitors then we did a good job.
Lesley Richards

37

14/06/2013 11:45

Gardening in July
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I

n the greenhouse, maintain a buoyant
atmosphere by keeping ventilators open
and spray path surfaces with water. Feed
tomatoes, peppers and cucumbers with
a liquid feed like Miracle Grow, at least
fortnightly.
Keep on top of dead heading in flower borders and your
hanging baskets and don’t let sweet pea blossom go over and
set seed.
To encourage roses to provide a flush of blossom later in
the year, besides dead heading, a feed of Top rose fertiliser
and a fungicide spray to deal with signs of black spot, will be
well worth while.
Soft fruit will no doubt be ready for picking this month.
I find that red currants are a favourite for the birds, so net
the bushes and peg the edges down to the ground or the
birds will find their way in and deplete your harvest. This
month you should find time to thin down your crop of
apples which will mean larger fruit if left at say 5 to 6 inches
apart.
Thinking of your display next year, it’s still time to sow
biennials such as wall flowers and Canterbury bells.
There are two garden outings this month, a half day
outing on Tuesday 9th July to The Lasketts Gardens, Much
Birch and another half day one on Wednesday 24th July to
The Secret Garden, Little Hayward.
R.H. Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club

Eaton Manor Wins Bronze

E
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aton Manor Country Estate, based near Church
Stretton, scooped a Bronze award in the Self
Catering Holiday Provider of the Year category of the
prestigious VisitEngland Awards for Excellence 2013. Eaton
Manor Country Estate was the only finalist to be recognised
two years running.
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URC Voice
The Baby and the Bathwater
‘Throwing out the baby with the
bathwater’ is a well-known and very useful
saying. It’s really a proverb, and like all
proverbs it contains a nugget of wisdom in
a minimum of words.
In its literal sense the meaning is clear enough - take the
baby out before you throw away the bathwater! But it can
be applied in many different situations. The ‘baby’ could be
different in different contexts, but it would always refer to
whatever was regarded as essential and irreplaceable.
Even within a religious context, people could understand
the ‘baby’ in different ways. For some it would be an
infallible Bible or the teaching of the Church but for me it
would be the concept of God.
Over thousands of years, the concept of God has been
discussed, argued about and even fought over and killed
for. The bathwater has become very murky indeed, and
certainly needs throwing away: but there’s a ‘baby’ in it, so
one needs to be careful! People today still want to ‘see’ God
(ie to know about, understand and experience God) but
the water has become too muddied, with the rival claims of
competing religions. We must learn how to pour away the
murky bathwater but as carefully as we can, because there is
something precious in it.
The concept of God is still needed, because it is the
One Ideal which can inspire and draw out all that is best in
human nature. But we don’t need the many religions in their
present form: they are just the bathwater to be poured away,
and replaced with something new and refreshing.
Donald Horsfield
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Reduce your Energy Bills with Energy Company Grants
Massive help is available for a small group of
householders who qualify as a part of what is called the
Affordable Warmth Group. Under this scheme, a wide range
of new heating systems and insulation can be installed and
nearly all the cost should be met by one of the large energy
companies as part of their “Energy Company Obligation”.
It doesn’t matter what kind of heating system you currently
have or who supplies your energy.
This really is a good deal and can transform the life
of someone who is suffering from a lack of heat or paying
excessive amounts of money on fuel bills.
To qualify, someone living in the property has to be
on specified benefits and the list has conditions so it is not
provided here. Some examples are set out below but the
details need to be fully checked:
State pension credit
income-related employment and support allowance
child tax credit and has a relevant income of £15,860 or
less
income-based job seeker‘s allowance (in some cases)
working tax credit and has a relevant income of £15,860
or less subject to conditions
If you or someone you know may qualify for this
subsidy, please contact Stretton Climate Care Telephone
07528 493 181 or email info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk.

All details will be dealt with confidentially and we
will advise you how to proceed. Alternatively contact the
government helpline 0300 123 1234
Energy Performance Certificates Explained
If you have moved into a property in the last few years or
are contemplating this, the Energy Performance Certificate
(EPC) is a legal requirement provided by the vendor or
landlord as part of the property details. It seems that it is
often ignored, with the colour of the décor or the style of
kitchen fittings rating more highly. But with energy bills
reaching up to £3000pa (£1400 on average) the EPC can
help you decide whether this is the right property for you or
what might be done to bring down the energy bills.
A typical EPC will rate a property A to G with A being
the most efficient and D the average. It will also advise
what the likely energy bills will be. It also suggests what
measures would improve this rating, although this is not
comprehensive. If you have mislaid your EPC they are
available on the Register www.epcregister.com where you
can see the EPC’s by Post Code. You can also compare yours
with another in the area!
So take notice of your EPC when considering a property!
If you need any advice about its contents, Stretton Climate
Care may be able to help. We are an independent Charity
run by volunteers.
Tel 07528 493 181 or email info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Children’s Holiday Events at the Library
Holiday Storytime

A

t an
official
book
launch at
Church
Stretton
Library on 6th
August 11am12.00, Nigel
Sustins will be
signing copies
of his book
‘Long Wayman: Legends of the Mynd’,
a collection of interlinked narrative
poems.
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Friday 19th July, 10.30-11am
Themed stories for primary school aged children, and their younger brothers and
sisters
Summer Reading Challenge – This year’s theme is a “Spooky House”
Great Spooky Sign Up
Friday 26th July, 2-4pm
Join the Summer Reading Challenge and join in the fun by coming in a spooky
costume. There will be lots of “Spooky House” themed things to do.
Meet the Illustrator Jess Mikhail
Saturday 27th July, 2-2.30pm
Meet Jess Mikhail the illustrator of the pirate books, “Florentine and the pig”; and
find out about how pictures are drawn for books. This event has been organised
by Burway Books and takes place during the Church Stretton Arts Festival.

Book Launch

SY6 Skatepark Sponsored Ride

O

n Saturday 20th July a group of intrepid individuals are attempting to cover a cumulative 150 miles on the above
moderately inefficient (!) forms of transport. The plan is to ride between Little Stretton and Cardingmill Valley
as many times as is required. All entrants are encouraged to seek sponsorship in aid of the proposed new concrete
skatepark that we hope will be built on the site of the old wooden ramps in the town park.
150 miles represents a mile for every thousand pounds needed to be raised for the project to be completed. Anyone
wishing to join in is asked to contact: sy6skatepark@gmail.com for a sponsorship form and further details of the event.
Alternatively please contact Chris Turner on 01694 723463.Specific details of the day will be advertised via our SY6
Skatepark Facebook page as they are available. Anyone who would like to be involved in a non-athletic role will be
welcomed with open arms - again please use the above contacts.
Chris Turner
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Starring: BMX, Scooters and Skateboards!
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Mayfair Book Sale

T

he book sale held on 11th May
to raise funds for Mayfair realised
£2179.80. Nearly 330 people paid
for admission and business was brisk. This
means that book sales have raised £35,529
in total for Mayfair since we began some
years ago.
I am sure that most people know by
now that this is the last large one-day
book sale that Phyl and I will hold. We ran our first big book sale for charity in
1993 and feel that after 20 years the time has come for a rest. We will however
continue to stock the shelves in the shop in Mayfair itself, so small quantities of
suitable books, CDs and DVDs. can be left there as usual.
We would like to express our sincere thanks to our marvellous team of
volunteers who helped at every sale with the arduous task of moving the
books to and from the Institute, arranging them for display in their categories,
topping up the boxes, taking the money, etc.
The work of the ladies who provided cakes and other refreshments, which
contributed so much to the total raised and to the enjoyment of each occasion,
is much appreciated and valued.
Without the help of all these hard working volunteers it would not have
been possible to stage such large sales as we have done or to achieve such
satisfactory results.
Our sincere thanks go also to those who have responded over the years
so generously to our appeals by donating literally thousands of books and
other items for these sales. This meant that a large selection of good quality
books etc. could be put out at every sale. Without this generous response these
sales would not have been possible and we are very grateful to everyone who
contributed.
Again - our thanks to you all. With best wishes. Phyl and Tony Crowe.

Tony and Phyllis
Crowe

I

would like to thank Tony Crowe and
his wife Phyllis for the tremendous
work they have done over the years to
organise the book sales held twice yearly
in the Silvester Horne Institute.
The one in May was sadly their last.
From the number of people attending
the event it is clear that Church Stretton
is a diverse reading community, both in
age and subject. The choice of books is
amazing and it is to Tony’s and Phyllis’s
credit that it is so well laid out, labelled
and managed. Several thousands of
pounds are raised on these occasions,
which is staggering considering the low
prices of the books, CDs and DVDs.
The amount of money raised for
Mayfair by them (over £26,000 since
2002) is remarkable and many users of
the centre will have benefited from both
the money and books that are on sale
there all year round.
It is to be hoped that another lover of
books will feel able to come forward to
continue the large book sales that Tony
and Phyllis put on.
Marian Dyke

Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care
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S

tretton & Shropshire Cancer Care holds its annual
Summer Outing on Monday 8th July. The group is
visiting Shipton Hall in the Corvedale for a private tour
and light tea. Members and their guests will also have time
to visit the Hall’s famous dovecote and next door Stanway
Fabrics. The trip is limited to members and their guests for
whom transport is being provided for those who have booked.
“Its OK to Ask” about clinical research
Clinical trials are accepted worldwide as providing the
evidence which supports changes in disease treatments and
healthcare. A properly designed and managed clinical trial
uses proven methods to minimize any bias in the results
of the study but is always dependent on the willingness of
patients to take part. Some studies fail to recruit the numbers
of patients needed to show the benefits that a new drug
or treatment method can offer and opportunities to make
valuable changes can be delayed or missed altogether.
Cancer care in the UK now leads the world in clinical
research. Over 21% of all patients diagnosed with cancer in
the UK in 2012 entered a clinical study and most of these
entered a randomized trial, the study design most likely to
demonstrate unbiased evidence of benefits for new treatments.
This is the highest rate of recruitment in the world. Even the
USA, which has a very active cancer research community, can
only achieve about 5% as a rate of recruitment. In terms of
absolute numbers the UK enters more people into trials than
the USA, despite a population only one-fifth of the size.
At the start of June there were nearly 700 clinical studies
in cancer open to new patients in UK hospitals, covering
a wide range of diseases. Over 1,000 more were no longer
recruiting but were still treating and monitoring patients as
the data gathered is analysed.
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The success of cancer research is now
being copied in other healthcare areas.
In the UK, altogether at the start of June
over 4,600 clinical studies were open to
patients, covering just about every area
of disease from diabetes to eye disease to
inherited disorders and looking at standards of care in A&E,
primary care and at end-of-life.
The National Institute for Health Research (NIHR),
the NHS organization responsible for research, has launched
a campaign “Its OK to Ask”. Every one of us can help
improve standards through participating in research when
a study is available. The NIHR campaign is encouraging
people to think about research, and if not offered access to
a study to ask whether one is applicable to them for their
stage of treatment.
For more information: http://www.crncc.nihr.ac.uk/
oktoask/oktoask_campaign

Tuesday Day Centre Help

W

e are a local group (affiliated and supported by Age
UK) who meet on a Tuesday in the URC Hall,
High Street, Church Stretton. We have been established in
the town for approximately 30 years and provide a day out
for elderly men and women, many of whom live alone. We
have no paid staff and the Day Centre is run entirely by
experienced, enthusiastic, and committed volunteers.
We are looking to add two new volunteers to our little
band of helpers and would be very grateful for anyone
who would like to join us. For further information please
contact Zena Palmer on 01694 723564.
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JOHN DEVANEY

JJ HISTORICAL PLASTERING
Wattle and Daub - Lime Pointing
Lime/Hair mixes - Cornice Repairs
Also
Small Modern Jobs Welcome
following after other trades

Tel: 01588 640563
Adele's Professional Homecare Service

Friendly and Reliable Business, 2O years experience, Fully Referenced
Domestic - Cleaning - Ironing
Free In-Home Estimates
Shopping, Dogwalking, 25% Discount for Pensioners
01694 720212 07523 321 915
www.adelesprofessionalhomecareservice.co.uk

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEP

Clean, Fast and Friendly Service
N.A.C.S. Certificates issued. Fully Insured with NFU
Nests removed, Bird guards supplied and fitted
Call 24h for help or to book

01939 768319

M J Webster

Carpentry and Joinery

For Kitchens, Bedrooms, Doors, Windows, etc.
Also: Home Maintenance and Repairs

Over 30 years experience
Call Mike on
01694 771614 or 07975 713021
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To advertise on this page, apply to
Advertising Manager, Chris Whitehouse,
01694 723890 or email
adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
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MOBILE HAIRDRESSING
call Becky
07984 712914
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