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Disclaimer

Stretton Focus prints a wide range of articles and
letters. The views expressed in these are those of their
authors and not necessarily those of the Management
Board. The Editors exercise their right to edit any
articles, letters etc submitted for publication at their
discretion without consulting the author.

Copy day

is normally the first Monday of the
month.
For the September issue it is Monday
5th August (12 noon).
For the October issue it will be Monday
2nd September.
The September Stretton Focus will be
distributed on Friday 30th August

Outlets

Stretton Focus may be purchased by
annual subscription (delivered) or directly
from Burway Books, Newsworld (Sandford
Avenue), Co-op, Spar, Longmynd Filling
Station (A49), Visitor Information Centre
(Church St) and the Churches.
www.strettonfocus.co.uk

In Focus
News
23
11
41
42
35
42
14
41
13
41
4
35
5
25
8
17
8

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Arts Festival Update
Be Aware of Hearing Loss
Heritage Open Days
Indoor Bowls
Knit and Natter
LMAC News
Mayfair Book Storage
Mayfair News
Motorcycling Rotarians
Police Report
Rotary Club: Polio Plus
Rugby Club is Born!
Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
Stretton Shoes Loyalty Card
UNA News
Wildlife Group

Forthcoming Events
4
38
18
8
42
29
31
17
31
5
21
22

Acton Scott Garden Fete
Gardeners’ Show Time
Health Priorities
Library Events
Prayers for a Summer Evening
RSPB News
Scrappies News
Shropshire Wildlife Trust
Sing for your Supper
St Milburga’s Car Boot Sale
Teas To Please
Walk for Heroes

Regular Features
38
27
38
29
31
42
24
14
21
11
41
42
7
31
18
2
4

Anglican Voice
Birdlife in your Garden
Catholic Voice
CSTC Community Matters
Focus on Faith
Gardening in August
Letters
Mayfair Lottery
Parents’ Corner
Quaker Voice
Recipe of the Month
Trivia Answers
Trivia Corner
URC Voice
VideoGame Review
What’s On
Where is it? Photo Quiz

Other
37
34
7
34
22
7
17
22

Colin’s Comment
Men to the Moon – Pt 6
Ode to the Poo Bag
People of the Long Mynd: Falconers
Reg’s Ramblings
The Great Stretton Pageant
The Story of Wool
Walks in Montgomery

What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meeting

1 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1.00pm Mayfair

Local/Family History Advice Service
1-4pm CS Library

Scrappies Summer Workshop
See ‘Scrappies News’
10.30am-12,30pm, 1.30-3.30pm

2 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Church Stretton Library Event
Holiday Storytime for primary aged children
and their younger siblings.
10.30-11am CS Library

3 Saturday

P.A.C.T public surgery
Church Stretton, Police station
9am-12 noon

Coffee and Cake
In aid of The Bible Society
10-11.30am 62, Stretton Farm Road

Acton Scott Garden Fete
Come and enjoy the stalls, games, and teas
in a lovely country garden. In aid of
St. Margaret’s Church, Acton Scott
2.30pm Acton Scott Hall

4 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

6 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library Event
Rhymetime: Fun, rhymes and songs for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am CS Library

Photo: Dave Draper

2

© 2013 Stretton Focus Limited
Registration No. 6237590 Inc in England
Registered Office: 8 High Street,
Church Stretton, SY6 6BU
ISSN 1479–7356

August 2013 mag.indd 2

Printed by WPG, Welshpool

12/07/2013 11:46

On in the Strettons in August
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gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

Church Stretton Library
Book Launch. Nigel Sustins will be
signing copies of his new book,
‘Long Wayman: Legends of the Mynd’
11am-12 noon CS Library

Prayers for a Summer Evening
A half-hour of quiet reflection, prayer and
some singing. All are welcome
7pm Methodist Church

7 Wednesday

Scrappies Summer Workshop
See ‘Scrappies News’
10.30am-12,30pm, 1.30-3.30pm

8 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1.00pm Mayfair

Local/Family History Advice Service
1-4pm CS Library

9 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Drop-In Sessions for Volunteers
Want to volunteer or groups seeking
volunteers please call in for a chat with
Clive Leworthy.
10.00am-12.00 noon CS Library

Church Stretton Library Event
Creepy Treat Fun. See ‘Library Events’
Booking essential.
2-4pm CS Library

11 Sunday

Pitstop. Games: craft activities, songs
and a meal. For info: Suzan Williams 722588
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk
3-5pm Parish Centre

13 Tuesday

Rhymetime: Fun, rhymes and songs for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am CS Library

Prayers for a Summer Evening
A half-hour of quiet reflection, prayer and
some singing. All are welcome
7pm Methodist Church

15 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1.00pm Mayfair

Scrappies Summer Workshop
See ‘Scrappies News’
10.30am-12,30pm, 1.30-3.30pm

Local/Family History Advice Service
1-4pm CS Library

16 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Church Stretton Library Event
Holiday Storytime for primary aged children
and their younger siblings.
10.30-11am CS Library

17 Saturday

Charity Car Boot Sale
Proceeds to Catholic Women’s League
Charities.CS and District
£5 per pitch
9am–1pm St. Milburga’s Church Car Park by
lights on A49.

RSPB
Wildlife walk in Wyre Forest
Half day. Leader: Carol Wood 01746 764310
10.00am Meet at end of Dry Mill Lane
(SO 773 764)

Gardening Club
Summer Show See ‘Gardeners’ Showtime’
2.30pm SHI

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Contact (01694 722418)
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton VH

18 Sunday

RNLI Car Treasure Hunt
Meet at The Plough Inn, Wistanstow, 2.00pm
£10 per car.

19 Monday

CS Parkinson’s Support Group
Dr Emma Prokic on Drug Research for
Parkinson’s
2.30-4pm Jubilee Room Mayfair

20 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library Event
Rhymetime: Fun, rhymes and songs for children under 3 years
10.30-11am CS Library

Prayers for a Summer Evening

A half-hour of quiet reflection, prayer and
some singing. All are welcome
7pm Methodist Church

All Stretton Women’s Institute
‘How to read a Painting’ Jocelyn Gronow.
Visitors welcome
7.30 AS VH

21 Wednesday

C S Health & Social Care Partnership
Public Forum meeting, open to all to share
their views; an opportunity to help shape our
local health services.
7pm SHI

22 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1.00pm Mayfair

Scrappies Summer Workshop
See ‘Scrappies News’
10.30am-12,30pm, 1.30-3.30pm

Local/Family History Advice Service
1-4pm CS Library

23 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Church Stretton Evergreen Club
John Jones, ‘Hardware’
2.30pm Mayfair

24, 25, 26 Saturday to Monday
St Peter’s Church, Rushbury
Flower Festival: ‘Musicals’
See Item for further details
10am-5pm St Peter’s Church

Teas to Please (Saturday to Monday)
Proceeds to All Saints and the local
Parkinson’s Disease Support Group.
2.30-6pm All Saints Church

25 Sunday

Shropshire Wildlife Trust
Visit to Venus Pool. See SWT item for details

continued on next page
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Church Stretton Library Event

2pm Mayfair Café

August 2013

St Laurence’s Church

P.A.C.T public surgery
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What’s On Continued

27 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library Event
Rhymetime: Fun, rhymes and songs for
children under 3 years
10.30-11am CS Library

Prayers for a Summer Evening
A half-hour of quiet reflection, prayer and
some singing. All are welcome
7pm Methodist Church

29 Thursday
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30 Friday

Country Market

Scrappies Summer Workshop

9.15-11.45am Mayfair

See ‘Scrappies News’
10.30am-12,30pm, 1.30-3.30pm

Crime Reported for Church Stretton Police Area
1st May 2013 – 30th June 2013
Burglary dwelling – Oaks Road - 1 crime
Burglary other – Cunnery Road - 1 crime
Theft from motor vehicle – Crossways - 5 Crimes
Theft from store- Lions Meadow - 1 Crime
Theft - All Stretton, off A49 - 2 Crimes
Criminal damage – Ashbrook Crescent - 1 Crime
Make off without payment – Crossways - 1 Crime
P.A.C.T public surgeries
Church Stretton, Police station
Saturday 3rd August 09:00 – 12:00hrs
Mayfair Café
Wednesday 14th August 14:00hrs
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1-4pm CS Library

Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

Safe Place scheme
The Safe Place scheme gives vulnerable people a short term
‘Safe Place’ to go if they are feeling vulnerable when out and
about in Church Stretton. The scheme will help people feel
confident and safe in their community.
Mencap, Taking Part, Shropshire Council and West Mercia
Police have worked in partnership to support young
people with learning disabilities to go out, and invite local
businesses to register as Safe Places. Around twenty shops
and businesses who have signed up to the scheme will
display the Safe Place sticker in their window after 4th July
2013 following a launch at Shrewsbury.
Vulnerable people will be issued cards with their name
and a contact on. If they feel vulnerable whilst out in the
community they can go into a shop, café or location who
will be displaying a sticker and they will support them and
contact the named contact on their card.
This is a national scheme that aims to provide some security
and reassurance to the most vulnerable people in our
communities when they are out. The plan will be to spread
this across all towns in Shropshire in the near future.

Church Stretton Local Police Team
PS 1396 Adrian Woolley
PC 1357 Damon Preston
CSO 6460 Ross O’Neil
Volunteer Jayne Chard

Local/Family History Advice Service

Stretton Traidcraft

31 Saturday

Save the Children Summer Supper
‘Sing for your Supper’ to the Shropshire
Strummers. 7 for 7.30pm Rushbury VH

You can contact us in the following ways:
999
Emergency:		
Non emergency only:
101
Local Police Team message service: 01743 264773 or
email - churchstretton.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
Web site: www.westmercia.police.uk
Facebook: Church Stretton Neighbourhood Watch
0800 555 111
Crime stoppers:		

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

Photographs by Nigel Strachan
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Last month’s photo (below) was taken
on Church Street

Acton Scott Garden Fete

Saturday 3rd August 2013 at 2.30 p.m.
at Acton Scott Hall
(by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs T. S. Acton)
Come and enjoy the stalls, games, and teas in a lovely
country garden.
In aid of St. Margaret’s Church, Acton Scott

12/07/2013 11:46

Church Stretton Rugby Club is Born!

O

place during June on the social side of the new rugby club.
However, there is an amazing amount of detail yet to be
worked out and people to be kept informed. Questions such
as who we will play in the first match, the actual name of the
Church Stretton team, the colour of the shirts, subscriptions
for playing and non-playing members are all on the agenda.
A weekly newsletter to all involved will be an initial channel
of communication.
Goodwill
Amongst the spectators present at this memorable
evening were quite a number of experienced ex-rugby
players, some of whom are still involved with rugby coaching
responsibilities. Their enthusiasm for a new club and support
offered was another encouraging feature of the evening.
In the words of Mr Scott Sturdy, RFU Development
Officer for Shropshire, Herefordshire, Dudley and Sandwell
(and also a player for the evening) – “The evening was a
wonderful start for the Church Stretton Rugby Football
Club”.
For further information and expressions of interest in
becoming a player or supporter, please contact Patrick Hill
initially at PatrickHill@RFU.com or 07711 385897.
Man in the scrum

Game in progress

August 2013

Charity car boot sale

Saturday 17th August 8am – 12 noon
St. Milburga’s Church Car Park by lights on A49.
Booters £5. Refreshments available.
Proceeds to Catholic Women’s League Charities
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Martyn Longhurst (coach – white shirt) flanked by
RFU officials – Patrick Hill and Scott Sturdy
Pictures by John Corfield
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The birth
n a sunny summer evening in the Stretton valley
between Caer Caradoc and the Longmynd on the
1st July, 2013, a new rugby union club was born.
An open invitation had been extended to local rugby players
and potential players to turn up for a game at Church
Stretton School. The evening event was to ‘test the water’
and to find out if there was a local desire to play rugby. The
number of players turning up for a game would be the acid
test – and thirty players turned up for an evening of touch
rugby organised jointly by Martyn Longhurst, rugby coach
at Church Stretton School and Patrick Hill, Shropshire
Community Development Officer, Rugby Football Union.
Thank you to each and every player for your skill and
commitment and also your contact details.
The spirit of rugby
The evening was an outstanding success. The
competitive nature of the game, played with pace,
commitment and enjoyment was a reflection of the five
RFU values under which the game is played in this country.
Martyn Longhurst said after the match “the evening was a
blend of old and new faces coming together to enjoy a game
of rugby”. Patrick Hill echoed Martyn’s sentiments when
he commented “the atmosphere was brilliant and
every player was committed to making the most of
this special occasion”.
Councillor Michael Braid, Town Mayor and a
keen rugby enthusiast, was present throughout the
match and expressed the view afterwards that forms
the title of this article.
Game plan
In the post match chat with all players
involved, it was agreed that Monday nights
would be training nights for the new club during
July. Training would continue during August on
an evening that suited the majority of playing
members. Matches would start during September
for the forthcoming season. In the first season,
a minimum of 12 ‘friendly’ fixtures would be
arranged although it could be more depending on
the wishes of the players. As many as 20 fixtures
were mentioned as a real possibility. At least five
other Shropshire rugby clubs had already asked
for a fixture even before the club was formed. For the
2014/2015 season, Church Stretton Rugby Club would
apply to join a league.
Hard work starts here
The fundamentals of organisation now need serious
consideration and decision. Home fixtures for the first
season, with permission of the School, will be played at
Church Stretton School on the pitch next to the tennis
courts. Martyn Longhurst and Patrick Hill will work out the
coaching arrangements. Through the RFU, administrative
support is in place and exploratory talks are due to take
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The Great Stretton Pageant

I

Can someone please explain to me
why there’s a poo bag in that tree?
It didn’t get there on its own
so how on earth can it have grown?
What caused Rover’s mate to chuck
a bag containing soft brown muck
into a tree or on a fence?
It really doesn’t make much sense.
Your dog he does not want to know
that his last meal will be on show,
And every passing rambler sees
what pooch has done on bended knees.
Why clean it up, for goodness sake
when home you never meant to take
this blight on Shropshire’s beauty spot,
A poo bag, which will never rot.
Please try to justify this deed;
I can’t believe you have a need.
So place the bags in dog poo bins;
That way every walker wins,
And every rambler will not see
A poo bag hanging from a tree.
Carol Overs
We do not normally accept poems for publication, but have
made an exception for this timely ode. - Eds

Trivia Corner No 117
by Ken Willis
1. In 1066 King Harold fought a battle that shares its name
with a famous football ground. Which ground?
2. Who did Philip of Spain marry in 1554?
3. In 1492 what was the name of Columbus’s flag ship when
he discovered the new world?
4. What campaign in the English parliament was led by
William Wilberforce?
5. Which member of the Royal family died of typhoid fever
on 14th December 1861?

StRETTON FOCUS
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One hundred years ago
n early 1913 a meeting was called in the Town
Hall to consider whether to hold a Grand Pageant
in July that year: the idea being to tell the history
of Stretton through a series of tableaux which would
introduce characters connected with the town. It was
hoped that the event would draw people to holiday in
the town after seeing the beauty of the place. A strong
tide of support led to the formation of a committee
to which the retired Vicar of Condover, the county
historian and local resident Rev Auden was elected
President.
The open air site for staging the pageant was soon
identified: this was the vale at the rear of Tiger Hall
(behind Rectory Wood), the wooded slopes around
being used for entrances of various groups into the
main arena, some mounted on horseback. The natural
amphitheatre with the Longmynd hills as a backdrop
was enhanced by alterations made to the ruins of
the Old Hall buildings where the walls were raised
and towers built to enhance the stage. I know some
residents have wondered for many years why these
buildings appeared as they did. The slope afforded
good viewing by the audiences over the three days
of the pageant. With hundreds of participants, this
production set a high standard (besides, unusually,
making a profit) and would be the template for the
Shropshire Pageant staged later in 1934.
Rehearsals soon got under way: the story being told
in Episodes from the Centuries with the cast wearing
gorgeous costumes, a band and a chorus being present.
The train company provided excursion rate fares for
visitors within sixty miles.
‘In fine weather, the pageant opened with the
entrance of Longmynd attended by elves and fairies
who danced and sang until the nymph Stretton
entered. She asked for forgiveness for intruding on
Longmynd’s glades but would fain rest an hour.
Longmynd permitted her to stay and asked her what
memories she would recall from the past. Stretton
asked to see first the noble chief who gave his name
to the height Caradoc. Next she recalled great Alfred’s
daughter who kept the Marches against the foreign
foe; the scenes when Holy Church forgot her Master’s
message; the days of chivalry when knights rode
abroad, and the day an English King (John) did drink
the sweet Stretton Waters.
Longmynd accompanied by her attendants left
Stretton to dream of those ages past...’
Whilst it is not possible to detail here the various
Episodes, the pageant proved a great success. ‘The
grand finale was the march past of all the characters,
some 400 odd in their gorgeous costumes. They
formed a magnificent tableau which made a most
entrancing picture. The pretty dresses and the blending
of the different colours pleased the eye and as the
tableau was formed Mr E Griffiths (Shrewsbury), the
jongleur, sang with much effect and in excellent voice
‘Land of Hope and Glory’, the artistes all joining in the
chorus.’ In many ways (considering what the following
year would bring) this pageant represented the pinnacle
of Stretton’s aspirations and achievement.
Alan Brisbourne

Ode to the Poo Bag
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Library Events in August

Wildlife Group (SACWG)

Summer Reading Challenge at Church Stretton Library
oin the national Summer Reading Challenge at Church
Stretton Library during the school holiday. The theme
for this year’s challenge is “Creepy House”. Read six
books to win a certificate, stickers and prizes.

ot a lot of good news really as very few ladybirds,
shieldbugs and butterflies have been reported. We
did however get a report that Grizzled Skippers had
been seen at Coppice Leasowes and, avoiding the showers,
went to have a look. The only ‘brown’ flying turned out to
be a Burnet Companion Moth.
The Biological site surveyors had a good day at Coppice
Leasowes but discovered Himalayan Balsam growing there. A
series of working parties have been arranged to pull it up - or
at least cut it down before it flowers. There was also a patch
of Japanese Knotweed which needs treatment.
Not all is gloom and doom though. The latest ‘Moths
in Your Garden’ surveys have been very successful, especially
the one near the Lawley where several new species were
recorded and the morning was rounded off by bacon butties!
We have now carried out moth surveys in eight different
locations and hopefully will cover the outstanding ones soon
– and then repeat the surveys for the summer and autumn
moths. We have now recorded around 350 species of moths
in the area – only a thousand to go!
Meanwhile, there is plenty to look at, even if it is not
strictly related to the SACWG surveys.
You are encouraged, whether a member or not, to
photograph beetles, dragonflies or even Daddy-long-legs
as there are County Recorders for all these and many other
species and they need your reports. (Contact us through the
e-mail address as in the Focus yellow pages.)
Graham Wenman, Chairman

Creepy Treat Fun Event Friday 9th August 2013 2-4pm
Make no-bake sweets in this fun “spooky” themed workshop
suitable for children 5 years and over. Tickets £2, materials
will be provided but please bring an apron. Booking is
essential as places are limited.
There are also free Holiday Storytimes on Friday 2nd and
16th August 2013 at 10.30-11am, for primary aged children
and their younger brothers and sisters.
Rhymetime for children under 3 years will be every Tuesday
during August from 10.30 to11am.
To find out more please contact Jenny Robinson
at Church Stretton Library on 01694 722535
Or email churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk

Time to Listen
Church Stretton Library
Tuesday 6 August 2013 11-12 noon
Time to Listen is a booktime with a difference for adults.
Take some time for yourself, relax and listen to a good story
or poems read aloud.
The theme of this Time to Listen, taking place during the
Church Stretton Arts Festival is “Myths and Legends”.
As part of this Time to Listen, the poet Nigel Sustins will
be launching his new book “Longwayman – Legends of the
Mynd”. Admission is free – just come along.
To find out more please contact
Jenny at Church Stretton Library on 01694 722535
Or email churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk

Stretton Shoes Loyalty Card

W

e have now been trading independently for five
years, and as a thank you to local customers
and not so local we are now offering you a
loyalty card.
For every four pairs of shoes that you buy (excluding sale
shoes) you will receive a 10% discount on your 5th pair.
Please call in to pick up a card!
Many thanks for your support.
Kerry, Stretton Shoes
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Scarlet Tiger Moth
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Thursdays 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th Local and Family
History Advice Session 1-4pm
Local History volunteers will help you access the library’s
history resources, including free access to Ancestry library
Friday 09/08/13 Volunteer Outreach Session 10-12noon.
Information for organisations that have volunteers, and on
how to become a volunteer in this area.

N

Burnet Companion Moth

J

Epiphragma ocellare
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Arts Festival Update

W

hy read the newspapers? They
only depress you, so come
to the Festival and cheer
yourselves up. It’s all here, right on your
doorsteps, so if you haven’t already bought
your tickets, here’s what you can enjoy, from 27th July to
11th August
The Cardinall’s Musick: English Renaissance music with
singing of a superb standard.
Exhibition: paintings, craft work, greetings cards in
profusion, as part of the largest Exhibition in Shropshire.
Buddy Holly, by Tony Davey. Roll back the years!
The Shakespeare Ladies’ Club: we loved Alison Neil’s
performance as “The Sixth Wife”; come and enjoy her latest
offering.

Quaker Voice

Lies, lies, - and integrity!
have a habit of going out for early morning
walks when my wife is still asleep. This
morning it was a walk commencing at 5.20am which
took me up Cwm Dale, into Batch Valley, with numerous
diversions before arriving back home 80 minutes later. When
my wife wakes up she sees my note on the bedroom floor
saying “Gone for a walk”, and she is able to track where I am
on her iPad. If she wakes up earlier, she can track my whole
journey!
Thank goodness my granny did not have an iPad back in
the early 1950s!
The series ‘Broadchurch’ brought it all back to me. My
granny lived just two miles from the East Cliff featured in
the programmes. “Don’t go on the railway line!”, and “Keep
away from the cliffs!” were my granny’s regular orders. At
nine years old, did I obey? What do you think? David, who
stayed with his granny over the road, and I, nearly always
walked down the railway line, and made our way to the East
Cliff, now familiar to millions of Broadchurch viewers. What
better was there to do on East Cliff than lean over the edge,
and view the drop below? With no iPad tracking, we got
away with the lie that we had kept to the pavement, and had
gone to the sea front to watch the waves!
I am sure all people have told a few ‘whoppers’ in their
lives. I remember well the meeting the oncologist had with
my ten year old daughter, shortly after telling my wife and I
that the odds were very much stacked against her. When my
daughter asked, “Will I die”, she was, thankfully, told the lie,
“Of course not!” (Thankfully she did survive!).
Quakers have a reputation for integrity. In its book of
discipline, ‘Quaker Faith and Practice’, the emphasis is not
on enforcement, but on advice and counsel. The main thrust
as far as ‘truth’ goes is expressed as, “Are you honest and
The Marylebone Wind Trio: an enchanting combination of truthful in word and deed? Do you maintain strict integrity
clarinet, oboe and bassoon.
- in your relations with individuals and organisations?” (Q
Anthony Brown. Another Haverhill winner and by
F&P 20.43)
coincidence another saxophonist. Last year’s was brilliant.
Kenneth Barnes suggests:
This will be another virtuoso performance.
“Integrity is one of the virtues for which Quakers in the
Tim Brooke-Taylor: an evening of pure entertainment.
past have been praised. It is a quality worth having, but it is
The Katona Twins: classical guitar duo, a first for us and
doubtful if it can be reached by self-conscious effort or by
internationally renowned.
adherence to a principle. ... Integrity is a condition in which
The Frith Piano Quintet, including Schubert’s evera person’s response to a total situation can be trusted….this
popular Trout Quintet.
condition of trust is different from the recognition that he
The Last Man in Europe: most of us know Orwell’s
will always be kind or always tell the truth. The integrity of
“Animal Farm” and “1984”, but know little of his Shropshire some Dutch Friends I have met showed itself during the war
connections or his extra-ordinary life, as an Imperial Police
in their willingness to tell lies to save their Jewish friends
Superintendent in Burma, as a teacher and as a fighter in the from the Gestapo or from starvation.” (Q F&P 20.44)
Spanish Civil War. Come along for the full fascinating story.
None of this justifies my lies to my granny, but I hope
Schools out once again showcases the talents of our local
the story encouraged memories of your own childhood, and
students.
thoughts on integrity!
Robin Ward, harpist, is our teatime performer, making and
Les Dobb
playing his own harp. Plus the usual tea and scones.
David Rees-Williams Trio: they were very popular last time
Buying tickets is easy. Just call Gloria Carter on 01694
with their jazz versions of classical music, and this will be
724106, or visit the Information Centre or John Thomas
another very enjoyable evening.
London Festival Opera: our Grand Finale. With highlights Florists or book online at strettonfestival.org.uk. We look
from La Traviata plus many operatic encores, a thrilling end forward to welcoming you.
George Roby.
to the fortnight.
That’s not all, though, as we offer a series of free recitals:
during the first week Coffee Concerts in St.Laurence’s, with PS At the events you will see a list of our sponsors. They
Organ Recitals in the second, two in Little Stretton Church support us; please support them.
and one at Cardington.
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The Shakespeare Ladies Club
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Mayfair News

A

Just a reminder that our crèche is open all through the
summer from 9am–1pm, although we are flexible and may
be able to accommodate requirements at other times.
We also offer a Toy Library service! If you have young
ones coming to stay, you can pick a selection of toys
from the crèche for them to play with – all we ask for is a
donation to Mayfair.
New Art Classes!
Beginners and intermediate artists are welcome for
tuition in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere with sound
advice and practical demonstrations from a professional
artist with over 20 years experience.
Ian Collett has run various art workshops at VAN Gallery
and The Hive Shrewsbury, Bridgnorth and Church Stretton
Art Societies as well as tuition at his home. Emphasis will
be on improving drawing skills. Tuition is available in many
different techniques such as acrylic, watercolour, oil, pastel,
charcoal and pencil. Also local landscape, portraiture and still
life subjects can be arranged to suit artists’ needs.
Easels, drawing boards and a selection of materials are
available, but please bring your own drawing and painting
media as well.
Classes will be held every Monday from 7pm to 9pm, £8 per session, or £40 for 6 sessions if paid in advance.
For bookings and further information, please contact:
Ian Collett, Tel: 01694 751321
Email: ianrcollett@btinternet.com
Book Sale
We are delighted and very grateful that Roger Toon is
organising a Book Sale for us on Saturday, 26th October at
the Silvester Horne Institute. More details will follow in the
September Focus.
At the moment, we are still seeking permanent storage
space suitable for a large number of books that are donated
to us for sale in our shop or at the book sales we hold
periodically.
Please contact Alison at Mayfair (01694 722077) if you
are able to provide some storage space for us.

StRETTON FOCUS
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With hourly rates starting from £2.00 per hour, your
child, baby or grandchild will be able to play in a safe childcentred environment and choose from a huge variety of toys,
books and games to play with.
All staff and volunteers undergo the appropriate checks
prior to working in the crèche.

August 2013

‘Safe Place’ Initiative
s from 4th July 2013, Mayfair
signed up to be a ‘Safe Place’,
an initiative to provide
vulnerable individuals, for example,
people who have learning difficulties
or who suffer from problems such
as anxiety attacks, with a number of
places they know they can go to and immediately receive
support and understanding about their issues.
The locations offered as ‘Safe Places’ will have trained
staff in place who can deal with any issues they face and,
most importantly, they will be able to give a vulnerable
person the support they need.
Speaking about the launch of ‘Safe Places’, Ann Shaw,
Tactical Equality and Diversity Advisor in Shropshire and
Telford said, “The launch of ‘Safe Places’ is very significant
and something we have been planning for some time.”
Ann continued, “Safe Places will provide havens for
vulnerable people to turn to if they encounter problems
when in busy public places. Each location signed up to the
initiative will display a sticker that identifies it as a ‘Safe
Place’ and Mencap will provide training to staff at each site
to ensure they know exactly what they’re doing.”
Councillor Mike Owen, from Shropshire Council, is
really pleased this initiative is being launched right across
Shropshire and he believes it will be of great benefit to the
wider initiative to address ‘Hate Crime in Shropshire’ that
was launched in 2005.
Councillor Owen said, “It is vital that we support our
most vulnerable people and provide the right help. We
will work hard to add to the list of local businesses already
signed up as Safe Places in Shropshire. We really hope the
Safe Places initiative will give people who suffer learning,
mental or physical difficulties more confidence to travel
independently around Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin.
We also hope that their carers will feel more confident when
their loved ones go out as they know that there is always
likely to be help nearby.”
Sophie Eades, Centre Coordinator at Mayfair, said, “It
is so important to all of us here that we can offer such a
supportive service to vulnerable members of the community,
and it is also something that we truly embrace.”
Crafts Cabinet
In August, the gorgeous work of Blake and Janette
Mackinnon from Ludlow will be on display in our crafts
cabinet. Blake and Janette design and make a wide range of
ceramic designer jewellery using their own porcelain and
terracotta beads as well as brooches, bracelets, buttons and
clocks.
Blake says, “We are constantly experimenting with new
techniques, shapes and combinations of materials. All our
ceramic is high fired to achieve a dense, hard, non-porous
quality and much of it is tumbled to a smooth tactile finish.
This gives us the choice of using unglazed or selectively
glazed beads alongside fully glazed ones. We also use enamels
and lustres to complement the wide range of colours we
have available and pay great attention to the detail, quality
of material, finish and feel of our work”.
Crèche
Have you used our very special crèche? Registered on
Ofsted’s voluntary childcare register, the crèche here at
Mayfair is run by trained staff with the help of volunteers.
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Longmynd Adventure Camp
£26,000 boost for Children’s Camp

T
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he award-winning Longmynd Adventure Camp has
secured over £26,000 of new funding in the first six
months of this year. In anticipation of substantial
social spending cuts, Trustees established the Bill Williams
Fund in 2011. The Fund holds donations expressly reserved
to pay the accommodation dues for unfunded, deserving
children in need of a respite break. A number of such camps
have already been held with demand heading in just one
direction!

The Trustees were saddened to learn of the closure to
new funding applications by the Roy Fletcher Charitable
Trust – a keen supporter of the Camp over many years.
However, there was a surprise silver lining to this gloomy
cloud when the Trustees received a letter from the
Trust congratulating them on their hard work. It was
accompanied by a gift of £20,000. The funding is to
be applied to providing rent-free use of the Camp for
unfunded, deserving Salopian children.
Chair Don Rogers said, “I never realised the high
regard our small charity is held in – it truly took my
breath away when our Secretary, Kim March broke
the news to me. Just for once I was actually rendered
speechless”!
One group to benefit is the Red Cross Shropshire
Young Carers which has suffered budgets cuts. Shropshire
has an estimated 900 child carers ranging in age from
eight to 18 years. At age 19 carers gain entitlement to
receive financial support from the State – child carers are
effectively unpaid. The Camp not only serves as a quiet,
rural retreat for child carers, but also serves as a base to teach
useful skills such as managing home accounts and sewing.
Children outside Shropshire are also benefiting with
the more recently established Bill Williams ‘B’ Fund. The
focus here is on ‘out of county’ urban children who have
never had a holiday and/or never visited the countryside
before. Children from the Liverpool-based OLLY Club
have recently benefited thanks to a gift from the students of
Priory School funding their accommodation, with activity
and subsistence funding from the Morgan Foundation.
Students at the Priory School held a ‘Non-Uniform
Day’ raising over £700 with the School Council voting
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unanimously to apply their gift through BWF B. The OLLY
Club children have all lost a parent, sibling or other close
relative to acts of criminal violence or culpable incidents
involving motor vehicles.
The children enjoyed a wide spectrum of activities
including walks in the rain on the Longmynd; archery; arts
and crafts; a range of very hands on experiences at Acton
Scott farm and other visits. You’ll never forget that milk
comes from cows if you actually get to milk one - even if it
is an automaton!! Their stay at the Camp concluded with a
special BBQ meal cooked by the Trustees – headed by Ian
Price. For many this was also their first experience of a meal
cooked outdoors! The OLLY Club camp was so successful
that the Morgan
Foundation
has pledged
continuing
funding of £5,000
p.a. to provide
respite breaks
for even more
deserving children
from Liverpool.
Finally, the
Camp received
a gift of £1,000
in June from
another of its
regular supporters
– the Shropshire

Masonic Charitable Association. Regular gifts like these are
the lifeblood of the Camp.
More information is available from Kim March on 724991.

June 2013
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£50
£10
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The Story of Wool contd…
So what about the substance – wool?

P

erhaps some might wonder why I am so keen on it.
My interest started in childhood upon reading ‘The
Woolpack’ by Cynthia Harnett (Methuen 1951) a
book which won the Carnegie Medal from the Library
Association that year. It is based upon a real Medieval law
case in which wool merchants were prosecuted for selling
adulterated bales of wool. Although as a child, I found the
style a little less engaging than the racy Enid Blyton books I
had hitherto been reading, I enjoyed it, recognised it as a
worthwhile book, and delighted in the illustrations
by the author. And, critically, I learned from it and
remembered it.
The story of wool runs like a long thread
through our nation’s history, ranging from Kings
to narrow-backed weavers, from mansions to hovels.
Many made fortunes, others worked long hours at home for
little or no pay. Skills range from shepherding to searching
for dye-plants, from weaving carpet to making machinery,
with many more involved. I find it all utterly engrossing
and hope to write my own story around it.
The UK currently produces around 26 million kgs of
wool per annum from its own sheep (clip figures 2012). It
is laudable that through the British Wool Marketing Board
(which sells all the wool on behalf of UK producers), much
is sold to buyers all around the world. However, this is
a national commodity which can still empower, both in
manufacturing and in the hands of people here.

One of the words I dislike most in modern discourse is
the 1980s popularised word “consumer”. In my mind it has
gathered a connotation of greed, of carelessness, of laziness,
of entitlement without payback. Humans have a need (and
a duty I think) to be creative.
Wool is the raw commodity in so many useful items –
felt, carpets, cloth, knitting yarn - made by hand and then
mostly in factories. Sadly, however, like so much of
our manufacturing base, many of those formerly
great manufacturing industries have gone
abroad in recent years. So it is excellent that
largely thanks to the Campaign for Wool,
some are experiencing a revival here. It is
good too that hand-knitting is enjoying a surge
in popularity, and having completed the necessary
formalities, I have available for sale, limited
quantities of knitting wool from my own sheep.
Of course many, (including me) are empowered in new
ways such as by the wonderful world of computers – but I
suggest we also need things for our hands and handicrafts,
and, critically, for our factories. Wool is one such substance.
My Ryeland lambs, Betsy, Bouncy and Bunny thrive and
their mothers Bertha and Bunty (and all my other ewes),
have just been shorn. (Reality TV show – offers please!!!)
I hope to arrange some wool talks and/or events later in
the year. Watch this space and do please get in touch if you
are interested.
Thelma F. Thompson Sheep and Wool Producer, 722821

Shropshire Wildlife Trust
More Fowl Play at Venus Pool

J

Wanted. Members of United Nations Association are looking for an honorary treasurer for the Shropshire (Church
Stretton) Branch. She or he would be working with a few highly motivated people, committed to working together for a
world that is safer, fairer and more sustainable. If you are interested please inquire from the present holder of the office,
David Oliver 01743 718817. David will be retiring from that post at the AGM in November.
Looking Ahead. Thursday 26th September must be somebody’s birthday. It is also the date booked at Concord College
for the visit of Vijay Mehta, Chair of Uniting for Peace. The event is entitled ‘The Economics of Killing’ and will include
an address, a DVD and time for questions and interaction. The expected audience will be a mixture of students, from
Concord College and elsewhere, plus people of all ages from the community. The event will run for approximately
90 minutes, starting at 3.45pm. Uniting for Peace is an organisation working to promote a global culture of peace,
disarmament and sustainable development. 							Ruth Davies

August 2013 mag.indd 11

StRETTON FOCUS

United Nations Association, Shropshire Branch (Church Stretton)
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oin the Shropshire Wildlife Trust local branch and
Shropshire Ornithological Society in a joint field
visit to ever-popular Venus Pool at 9.30am on
Sunday, August 25th.
Apart from the usual fine show of waterfowl, you
could see waders such as Redshank, Sandpiper, Godwit
and Whimbrel returning from high latitudes, with a
chance of Ringed Plover, Ruff and Little Stint. Gulls
abound and Kingfisher, Little Egret and Goosander
drop in. In the adjacent meadow, Spotted Flycatcher
and Whinchat may be back and several species of finch
and buntings feed on the specially-planted food crops.
As a final adornment, butterflies and dragonflies grace
the scene. The trip will be led from the car park by
Dave Pearce, who knows the Pool better than most.
Tickets £2 SWT and SOS members, £3 others.
Call Janet Martin on 722361 for bookings and car sharing.
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Available on: Nintendo GameCube, DS, Wii & 3DS
PEGI Rating: 3+ (7+ for Animal Crossing: Wild World)
Mario, Zelda, Donkey Kong, Pokemon; these are game
series that are synonymous with Nintendo, and video
gaming in general. There is another Nintendo series that
warrants a standing on equal footing with those games:
Animal Crossing.
You may not have played an Animal Crossing game, but
there’s every chance you have played one of the many games
influenced by it. Farmville, for instance, invites the player

to grow, build and shape their farm whilst interacting with
friends. It owes much of its function to Animal Crossing, a
twelve year old Nintendo GameCube game.
Move into a town and shape it as you see fit. It is your
role to grow the town and its economy, but you are no
distant dictator in the Sim City mould; you will have to
know the anthropomorphic residents, and understand their
individual personalities and needs in order to be a successful
mayor. Resources are constrained by your ability to grow
and collect plants, shells, fish and bugs - all of which you can
trade with other residents.
To build your house, you can take out a loan with your
town’s friendly racoon merchant, Tom Nook. Teaching fiscal

responsibility doesn’t sound like the foundation for a fun,
cutesy Nintendo game, but Tom and his adorable sons,
Timmy & Tommy, are professors in the art of entertainment. I
defy anyone not to crack a smile when wandering their town,
uncovering its secrets and living amongst its friendly populace.
Animal Crossing’s reflection of the real life passing of
time was pretty revelatory in 2001. Play during the day and
you’ll be enjoying a sunny stroll ‘round town’!, but if you
prefer an evening with the fireflies then simply log in nearer
bedtime. Waiting for a shop to open (opening hours are 9am
until 11pm) isn’t ever frustrating though, as there’s always so
much to do.
In terms of social interactions, the Animal Crossing
series embraces connectivity. Friends can visit your town,
and you theirs. You can help your friend earn some money,
trade with them or engage in some friendly hijinks. Fear
not though, as is Nintendo’s way, the control over who to
open your town to is entirely in your hands; you’ll find no
unwanted guests here.
The beauty of the Animal Crossing games is that if you
have a Nintendo console of the last decade then there’s an
Animal Crossing game for you to try, each with its own
distinct subtitle. Aside from the original Animal Crossing on

Nintendo GameCube, there is Wild World on DS, Let’s Go To
The City on Wii and the recently released New Leaf on 3DS.
I cannot stress how highly I recommend the Animal
Crossing series. If a relaxed, open-ended game that will
encourage creativity, exploration and planning sounds
appealing, then you may well recommend it too.
Any questions about these games or video games in
general can be directed to
James Carter at jamesdcarter@outlook.com.

Future Priorities for Improving our Health
Come and Have your Say

T

he new GP-led body, now responsible for planning health care in Shropshire, is determined that patients should be
actively involved in shaping future health services, so that they meet their particular local needs. So, communities
across the county are being encouraged to run public consultation events to gather local views on their highest
priorities over the next few years.
What do you think we could be doing to help young and old to lead healthier lives? How can we, as a community,
help more people to be cared for at home, rather than in hospital or in residential care? Could we make more use of the
internet, IT and other technologies?
The Church Stretton Health & Social Care Partnership, in association with the local Patients Participation Group,
will be holding a Public Forum meeting, open to everyone to come along and share their views. This will be held on
Wednesday 21st August at 7.00pm in the Silvester Horne Institute. We very much hope that residents of all ages will take
this opportunity to help shape our local health services.
Bob Welch, Chairman, Health & Social Care Partnership
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Parents’ corner

A

fantastic opening for Brooksbury Nature Play and
Sensory Garden! On Saturday 1st June we all
gathered on the Brooksbury playing fields for the
grand opening of the play area and sensory garden. Wooden
Spoon, who provided the main sponsorship for the garden,
brought Tim Stimpson, the ex rugby international, to cut
the ribbon and to help celebrate the occasion. With some
amazing cakes, plenty of bouncy fun, face painting and
sunshine, it was a lovely way to officially open the area.

A

Zoe Keeling

Congratulations to Zoe Keeling, who was one of the ‘Pride of
Shropshire’ award winners in the Good Neighbours category.
She did stalwart work leading a team of mothers and personally
raising the bulk of the necessary £100.000 to create the play
area and sensory garden for the people of Church Stretton. It
took consistent effort over six years, and we are all very grateful
to her and the team. Eds

ll Saints Church at Little Stretton is pleased to announce that ‘Teas to Please’ will again be held over the August
Bank Holiday week-end. It will take place between 2.30pm and 6.00pm, in the church grounds, on Saturday,
Sunday and Monday, 24th, 25th and 26th August. This year the proceeds will be divided between the church and
the local Parkinson’s Disease support group. We hope that you will put this event in your diary and come along and enjoy
a splendid afternoon tea and friendship in the pleasant surroundings of the church.
Hilary Bullock
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Teas to Please

shrewsburysteamrally.co.uk .
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Make sure you have your say…..
A meeting is being held on the
evening of 21st August at 7pm in the
Silvester Horne Institute to discuss how
improvements can be made to health and
well being in Church Stretton. If you have
strong opinions or some good ideas, make
sure that you share them! All welcome!
Family fun in August
Throughout the month, RAF Cosford
museum will be hosting plenty of activities
for children to keep them occupied through
the summer holidays. Entry to the museum
is free, but there is a small charge for each
activity.
1st August – enjoy a great family
day out at the Burwarton Show (on
the showground WV16 6QJ). More
information can be found at www.
burwartonshow.co.uk or by calling 01746 787535
3rd - 4th August is Detectives Weekend at Blists Hill
Victorian Town. Budding amateur sleuths and would-be
private detectives will have the chance to help Sherlock
Holmes and Dr Watson solve a mysterious crime! Adult
tickets cost £15.95 and children £12.50.
10th - 11th August is the Myth and Magic weekend
at Hawkstone Park Follies. ‘The Chronicles of Elisard’
promises to be a popular and exciting event with fairies and

magic all around the park. Find out all about it at www.
hawkstoneparkfollies.co.uk
17th - 18th August - also at Hawkstone - you can
have a go at archery!
Severn Valley Railway are holding a vintage toy and
train fair in Bewdley – great for finding a special toy or
model! More information can be found at www.svr.co.uk.
From 10am – 5pm, Blists Hill Victorian Town are holding
a Meccano event where you can see some amazing working
models and find out how to build similar systems.
Adult tickets cost £15.95 and children £10.50.
24th – 26th August – also at Blists Hill
is a themed weekend based on the muchloved Victorian novel Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland.
Robin Hood also returns to Hawkstone
Park this weekend! Join in the pageant to
celebrate a great English folk legend with the
Wolfshead Bowmen.
25th – 26th August is the Shrewsbury
Steam rally which runs from 9.30am to 6pm
at Onslow Park. There will be hundreds of
superb steam engines, beautifully preserved
private and commercial vehicles, showman’s
engines, steam traction engines and steam
rollers. There will also be over 1,000 exhibits,
a full arena programme, and working horses.
More information can be found at www.
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Walks in Montgomeryshire
Llanymynech – Canal and riverside (5-6 hours Map Lr
126 or Exp 240)
Llanymynech has the distinction of being half
in England and half in Wales. Before setting out for
Llandrinio, it is well worth spending an hour or so exploring
the industrial past of this village. The Romans mined
copper and silver on Llanymynech Hill. The dramatic
cliffs were formed by extensive limestone quarrying, given
a boost in the nineteenth century by the canal and then by
the railways which allowed lime from these quarries to be
transported to enrich the acid soils of mid-Wales farms.
A few yards along the canal, towards Oswestry, on a
heritage site there are restored reminders of the lime quarries
of Llanymynech, with a huge lime kiln.
We left Llanymynech on the A483 towards Welshpool,
bearing left at Four Crosses for Llandrinio. At the ‘T’
junction, a left turn onto the B4393 took us through
Llandrinio to the church some way further on. The car
park is adjacent to the church.
Stella as well as Mollie shared this walk. We parked our
car at Llandrinio and caught a bus to Llanymynech for the
walk back.
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Part 1 (an easy stroll along the Canal)
The walk starts at the car park just off the B4398, where
a gap leads onto the canal towpath. This is the Montgomery
Canal and is on Offa’s Dyke Path. We turned left for a
little over a mile (walking warily past a parent swan with
four cygnets guarding the path). We admired the delightful
canal-side house by the restored Carreghofa Locks.
The tow-path crosses the B4398 to the impressive aqueduct
over the river Vyrnwy and passes restored canal-side buildings

which are reminders that this was once a busy freight route.

In a little while our route (and Offa’s Dyke Path) left the
canal to walk along Parsons Lane to the A483. (The paths
shown on the map over the fields to Llandysilio Church
are not to be found). We turned left to reach Llandysilio
Church, to enjoy its tranquillity and our lunch.
Part 2 (Along the Vyrnwy to the Severn, and up to Llandrinio)

This is much longer and a more strenuous section, which
took us over four hours, with quite a few gates and stiles, and
a good selection of livestock.
Returning to the busy A483, we walked towards
Llanymynech for about half a mile (no footpath and narrow
verges). Just past some houses a gate on the right leads over
fields on unmarked paths via string-tied gates to the flood
prevention dyke which runs along this bank of the Vyrnwy.

Walk for Heroes

21st September – 12 miles
n Aid of True Heroes a charity set up by the mothers of
fallen soldiers– Saturday 21st of September at 10.30am
Lower Wood, All Stretton
It’s back again by popular demand! Starting from Lower
Wood with a 12 mile route up to Pole Bank, through
Church Stretton, then up and over Caer Caradoc to
finish. Come along and either walk (or run) this challenging, yet enjoyable
route.
Sponsorship or entry fee options. (Entry fee £6.00). Refreshments provided at
the start. With spaces limited, register your interest now by e-mailing Lisa Ryan
at info@hollycottagechurchstretton.co.uk or by text or call to 07739 721459

I
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Reg’s Ramblings

W

ar: a strange mix of violence
and sentiment.
During World War Two, our
experiences provided a whole
series of sentimental songs, one of
which, Lili Marlene, was written in
German and English. We also had
the romantic “A Nightingale sang
in Berkeley Square” with the sweet
sentimental tones of Vera Lynn.
Also a Christmas hit song with the
following words….
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Flood Defences on the Vyrnwy and Severn:
A feature of the lower reaches of the Vyrnwy and of the
Severn below Welshpool is the dyke which runs parallel to
and a short distance from the river on each bank. These
are flood protection embankments, trying to ensure
that the fields behind them are not under water for the
winter months. They are not to be confused with Offa’s
Dyke! At Haimwood Farm (further down-river) the
embankment surrounds the house.
A Drainage Board was established for the lower
Severn valley in the 1790’s (about the time of the
Enclosures Acts). The dykes (‘argae’ in Welsh) certainly
go back to the early nineteenth century, and may be
much older - possibly monastic in origin.
(The effect of the Enclosures on rural life in the Severn Valley
is outside the scope of these notes, but may be assumed to have
been dramatic).
A feature of the dykes is that where a tributary or
drainage channel runs into the river modern sluice gates have
been built. When the river is in flood they can be closed to
prevent the flood waters backing up onto the fields.
Look closely at the river banks, especially the Vyrnwy,
to note that over the centuries its course has changed,
sometimes substantially. In places the present course of
the river no longer defines the English / Welsh border.
We turned down-stream, following the dykes for
nearly a mile, past Rhandregynweth farm. Shortly after,
the dyke turns right away from the river to Carnbwl farm.
Its access road joins a minor road, where we turned left,
passing several very nice houses and the ruins of Calcott
Hall. Another 1½ miles took us past Millgate Farm and
Haughton (ignoring two minor roads on our left).
(The road goes to Llandrinio, the end of today’s walk, but
would miss the best part of the walk)
Just past Haughton we took the next turn left, then

right. Just before a small bridge at Sychpwll we turned left
to get back onto the river embankment. It was time for

another stop, finding a comfortable seat on upturned canoes
on the river bank.

And so I’m sending a letter to Santa
To bring Daddy safely home to me.
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his year’s Annual Show is to be held on Saturday 7th
September at Acton Scott Village Hall at 2.30pm.
Admission 50p (children free with paying adult). Light
refreshments will be available.
Prizes will be presented at 3.00pm by Radio Shropshire
presenter, Ryan Kennedy. There are many fantastic trophies
to be won – remember - you have to be in it to win it!
Open to non-members.
Schedules / entry forms are now available from the club secretary, Mary Phillips on
01694 781205 or e-mail maryphillips1@btinternet.com.
The show will conclude with an auction of produce, a feature of the show which is
always most entertaining. We look forward to seeing you there!
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There’ll be a lot of letters for Santa
From other girls and boys,
But I want my soldier Daddy
He’s better than all the toys.

T

August 2013

The embankment above the river continues for another
couple of miles, past Haimwood Farm, a ruined house and
The Haim. As it bears right toward the Severn, I noted the
black-and-white Melverley church over on the English side
We continued upstream, past another Haimwood Farm.
From here the embankment runs parallel with a road, which
is an easier but somehow less satisfying way to end the
walk. This last leg of about 1½ miles ends at the arches of
Llandrinio bridge on the B4393. We turned right for a few
hundred yards to reach the car park at Llandrinio church,
tired but well pleased with a very satisfying walk.
David Jandrell

Acton Scott Gardening Club – Annual Show

“I’m sending a letter to Santa Claus
A letter I hope he’ll receive,
I wonder if he will please remember me
When he calls on Christmas Eve.

23
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Letters

The Church and cruelty to animals
ver the course of several years, I
Site Allocations and Management of
have challenged the various clerics
Development (SAMdev)
of the local churches to justify their failure
roposed site for 85 houses, an Industrial
to denounce abuse of other animal
Park and a Visitor Complex: New House
species and by extension, of the Creation.
Apart from one to whom I spoke on
Farm, CSTR027/9
the phone, I have not received one other
As former Mayor of Church Stretton and
response.The one to whom I spoke did
immediate past Chairman of the Town Council
not know what I was talking about, and
and its SAMdev Working Group, I was appalled
when I explained, the reply was “Don’t
to see that Shropshire Council’s Cabinet voted
dump that stuff on me!” and the phone
in favour of including this site as a preferred
went down. Very Christian!
option in this final round of consultations for
I have to ask myself why no
the SAMdev paper, despite an appeal by myself
response? Since they will not answer, I
and from the Town Council to withdraw this
will do it for them.The first obvious excuse
option. I was even more surprised to see that
they would try is that I am just a woolly
our Unitary Councillor, Lee Chapman (now a
hat with a bee in the hat. That won’t
member of this Cabinet) gave support to this
wash, for it fails to answer the question, and anyway they do
site.
not know me.
In all previous rounds of consultation regarding
I am sure that the reason they do not respond is a
SAMdev, this site was never considered a preferred site, for
mixture of arrogance, ignorance, but above all, fear. Fear
numerous reasons, and the report to Cabinet falsely claims
to confront the enormity of their faults of neglect of God’s
local support but offers NO evidence of this.
The exit/entry onto the very busy A49 from the existing Creation and what they might be required to do to put this
right. It would not be easy to recognise other animal species
‘Archery Club’ outlet for some 150 cars plus commercial
as joyously different rather than inferior, but perhaps they
vehicles will certainly give concern about potential
incidents, together with the extra pedestrian traffic from the should try!
One of the things which grossly irritates non-Christians
site along Cwms Lane, across the A49 from east to west of
is the Christian who does just as he or she likes and then
Coppice Leasowes
claims that God told them to. Man was not given dominion
In view of the recent extensive programme on Local
over other species. He merely grabbed it by right of might,
Commissioning for Church Stretton by SC to encourage
and promote a new way of working in partnership, what has and then said God gave it to him, and who can contest a
man-written Bible?
gone wrong? This makes a complete mockery of this and
The undeniable truth is that the church’s failure to
indeed the extensive SAMDev process.
Full details of the current options can be obtained from vociferously denounce abuse of other animals is nothing
short of disgraceful.
Shropshire Council (www.shropshire.gov.uk) or Church
I am ashamed for them.
Stretton Town Council and I would urge all residents to
Elspeth Keeling-Howard
make their views known by writing to Shropshire Council

O

P

before the deadline of 23rd August.
Bella, the very lucky cat, rescued in the nick of time
Please support our Town Council on this very
e would like to say a huge thank you to everyone
important issue.
who helped us find our dearly loved cat, Bella, and a
Thank you
Tom Beaumont special thanks to the residents of Oaks Drive and Oaks Road
in Church Stretton.
A Coronation Meadow?
After disappearing without trace for five weeks, we had
hen HRH Prince Charles announced the plan
almost given up hope of ever seeing her again. We are sure
to create Coronation Meadows throughout the
she had been chased away from our garden one evening and
land in order to celebrate the Jubilee I thought that
had no idea how to find her way home. Having handed out
the Snatchfields medieval meadow on the west flank
loads of leaflets locally and put up notices, we are indebted
of Ragleth Hill would make the perfect choice for a
to a local resident for recognising that the picture of Bella
Strettondale contribution. Seeing that the meadow, with
matched the cat they had seen in their garden.
its long history, has been saved from development, its
They were quick to contact us and extremely patient
importance as a pristine habitat for much of our native
and helpful. She was so frightened and wouldn’t let us near
flora and fauna deserves to be preserved for posterity.
her, so we had to catch her in a humane cat trap. This was
It is part of our heritage and I believe we should be
successful and we brought her home, where she has now
protecting such green spaces for future generations.
happily settled again. She had lost 1.5 kilos in weight, which
I was born and bred in Church Stretton and I spent
is a huge amount for a cat but now, after careful nursing and
many happy hours exploring the Snatchfields and Ragleth
feeding, is nearly back to full health and strength.
Hill. The thought of an ancient meadow being lost to us is
We are so happy to have her home; our thanks again for
abhorrent to me, and I am sure many residents are of a
everyone’s help and good wishes.
similar mindset.
Rachel and Peter Sharp
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I ask politely if you can ask whether your readership
agree with me on this important matter?
Paul Pearson
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Street Advertising – a response
n his letter ‘Street Advertising’ which was printed in
the July edition of Stretton Focus, Mr Matthews of
the Shrewsbury firm Darwin Matthews & Co leaves no
doubt in readers’ minds that there could be a connection
between the views I expressed and the theft of his banner. At
the risk of my denial of any such connection being construed
by Mr Matthews as evidence of a guilty conscience, I must,
nevertheless, place on public record the fact that I did
not remove the banner and neither do I know who did.
Moreover, until I read Mr Matthews’ letter I was unaware
that the banner had been stolen. I disapproved of his banner,
but I condemn utterly the alleged manner of its removal. In
the spirit of his last paragraph, perhaps Mr Matthews will be
civil himself and offer me (publicly or privately) an apology
for his insinuations?
Mr Matthews points out that the town’s ‘Welcome’
sign appears on the picture of the fence alongside his
banner. This owes everything to my inadequacies as a
photographer and nothing to my intention. I was simply
trying to show unsightly clutter and not to focus on any
particular sign. The thrust of my letter was acknowledgment
of the need to inform, but to point out that, in my view, this
is being done to excess in Church Stretton.
Mr Matthews asks “does he have a mandate to put
himself forward as a spokesperson for the community?”
Nowhere in my letter is such a claim made. On the contrary,
in the penultimate sentence appear the words “in my view”
as a qualification of the conclusion that follows. However,
it might interest Mr Matthews to know that my letter
originated from a conversation with other Strettonians and
that, since its publication, more people have told me that
they agree with the views expressed.
Of course Darwin Matthews are free to advertise their
good works in any manner they choose, just as I am free to
dislike any particular method or location chosen. I have not
objected to a Darwin Matthews banner, which appeared on
the railings of St Chads in Shrewsbury, advertising the good
works that the firm does there, because Shrewsbury is not
my home town. The motive behind such advertising is not
for me to question and, therefore, I do not.
Derek Bartlett

I

Stretton & Shropshire
Cancer Care
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or a cancer patient or carer the
uncertainties that a diagnosis
brings play an important part in
life. Cancer research is progressing at
a fast pace and it is not just about new
treatments. A major development in
the way the NHS uses the data it gathers will help make a
difference, hopefully providing greater certainties.
You may have caught the headline in June that a
national cancer database has put England in a unique
position when it comes to making decisions on cancer
treatment. The UK is one of very few countries in the world
where registration of every cancer case is mandatory. We
have had eight regional registries in England, plus registries
in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, to gather and
manage data for many years. However because they used
different systems putting their data together to get a ‘whole
population’ view was not a simple job.
In 2007 the Cancer Reform Strategy was developed. A
working group was set up to look at how cancer data could
be used to deliver patient benefit. As a patient representative
on that working group I was continually astonished by
what was not being done, and by some of the things which
could be done, with all the data that the NHS gathered. We
recommended establishing the National Cancer Intelligence
Network (www.ncin.org.uk), to bring together the English
registries, agree standards, create links with ‘hospital episode
statistics’ (HES) which record hospital activity, and with the
National Registry of births, marriages and deaths.
After five years the first stage of this work is now
complete. For most cancers we now have 25 years of data
drawn from multiple sources and available in a form which
allows for any reasonable question which we might want
to ask of it. New information is also being gathered – it
was astonishing to me that there was no data on the use of
chemotherapy. There is now.
The big change launched in June was the integration
of the eight English registries into one organization. The
next steps in using the information are going to be about
reporting performance in delivering patient benefit. The
‘Doctor Mac’s’ Surgeries
performance of every surgeon undertaking a specific
nthony McClintock (a lovely man) was our family doctor
routine is now being published by the NHS. While the
from 1939, and my memories of his surgeries fit with
performance of individual clinicians is important it is
what Blanche Thomas describes in your July issue. Patients
used to wait there behind the chemist’s shop, using the stairs probably the ability to compare different treatments that
if seats ran out. After he’d seen one of us, there was a pause will make the most difference in cancer. The questions
may be simple but the answers which result may be more
while he wrote up the notes, and then he’d simply reappear,
complicated. However there will be an answer which is
look at us all, and the next would go in. Not a word was
needed at that point, and I presume we arranged ourselves in supported by evidence from the experience of thousands of
people in real life, rather than a few hundreds in a research
arrival order.
His parents had met playing croquet on my grandparents’ study. This way, greater certainties will appear.
The August meeting of Stretton & Shropshire Cancer
lawn in All Stretton, back in Edward VII’s reign. So he was
Care
is a Garden Party by kind invitation of Beryl and Tony
a family friend: ‘Anthony’ to my parents, ‘Dr Anthony’ to my
Smith.
They have kindly invited members to enjoy their
sister and me, though I think he had been that more widely, to
delightful
garden on the afternoon of Monday 12th August.
distinguish him from ‘Dr Jack’, his father..
If
you
would
like to talk with us please contact Lesley
This gives me the opportunity to register immense
McIntyre
on
01694
723427 or Roger Wilson on 01694
gratitude for the friendliness, expertise and facilities of the
722123.
present Medical Centre - not to mention the effective way we
Roger Wilson
are summoned for our appointments.
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Birdlife in Your Garden

Swift in flight. Note the short forked tail, unlike
the ‘streamers’ of the swallow, dark body feathers
(with a lighter throat), scimitar-shaped wings and
cigar-shaped torso. (Photo © northeastwildlife.co.uk)

B

Young Swifts in the nest. Clutch size varies from two to
three eggs and only one brood is reared per year.
(Photo: John Black, BTO Library)
The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador
for the Garden BirdWatch (GBW) scheme in southern
Shropshire and is available to speak to local organisations on
GBW, as well as answering questions on garden birds and
feeding. If you would like to receive a free copy of the wonderful
Garden BirdWatch magazine, Bird Table, or are interested in
joining GBW, please contact John on (01694) 724 170 or at
arnfield.2@osu.edu.
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y the time you read this, one of our popular (but
very short-staying) birds of summer – the Swift –
will be about to depart our shores to fly back to
Africa. Despite appearances, Swifts are not closely related
to Swallows and House Martins but are relatives of the
hummingbirds. Their similarity to those other familiar aerial
town dwellers is an example of ‘convergent evolution’, which
dictates that birds with similar lifestyles will tend to be
similar in body form (since that
is the body form best adapted to
the lifestyle). Unlike Swallows
and House Martins, Swifts
are dark underneath (relieved
only by a lighter throat). They
have long sickle-shaped wings
(which seem to ‘flicker’ rapidly
in flight), a narrow cigar-shaped
body and short forked tail.
They glide effectively and do
not land on wires. Their feet
are very small and are adapted
to landing on vertical surfaces.
So small are these appendages
that the group’s scientific
name – Apodidae – literally
means ‘without feet’ but this
is a bit of Victorian scientific
exaggeration! They rarely settle
voluntarily on the ground and
may have difficulty getting
airborne if they do.
Of all Britain’s birds, the
Swift is the most aerial. It is
a superb aeronaut and sleeps,
feeds, mates and collects nest material on the wing. Its food
consists of flying invertebrates and it is particularly fond of
wind-borne spiders. Nest materials consist of drifting grass,
straw, leaves, flower petals, winged seeds, feathers and paper
scraps. They sleep at high elevation (3000 m or 10,000 ft),
drifting on air currents, fly both fast and for long distances
and can cruise at 110 km/h (70 mph). Annual travel totals
may be 200,000 km (125,000 miles) and, because they
dislike rain, Swifts have been known to fly 1000-2000 km
(600-1200 miles) just to circumnavigate rain-bearing frontal
depressions. They are a gregarious species and Stretton

residents may be lucky enough to experience ‘screaming
parties’, groups of Swifts careering madly at high speed
over rooftops and along streets, emitting their characteristic
ringing screeches.
Almost the only time Swifts become terrestrial is when
they build their nests, which are glued together with saliva,
on building ledges and overhangs, and raise their young.
They fly long distances to gather food for their chicks, which
may be fed 40 times per day with insects accumulated in
the adult’s throat pouch. Interestingly, the chicks can enter
a state of torpor and require no food if weather conditions
prevent the adults hunting. Once the young bird tumbles
out of the nest for the first time, it is ignored by the adults
and may then remain on the wing continuously for two to
four years, until it is mature enough to breed itself.
Swift numbers in the UK have declined by about a third
in the past decade. This is in part due to agricultural changes
in its African winter home but undoubtedly another factor
is the loss of nesting sites due to changes in building styles
and renovation of old buildings. Swifts reuse old nests and
about 80% of these are on houses. It is unlawful to disturb
nests when they are in use and building work should not be
undertaken during the breeding season. Swift nest boxes are
available and birds will adapt to them if they are correctly
designed and sited.
John Arnfield
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
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The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a programme of talks and
walks throughout 2013.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1 to Local Group Members and £3 to Visitors;
Walks are 50p to Local Group Members and £2 to Visitors.
Coming up:
17 August: Wildlife walk in Wyre Forest. 10.00am Meet at end of Dry Mill Lane
(Grid reference: SO 773 764). Half day. Leader: Carol Wood 01746 764310
Evening meetings will resume in September.
For further information visit our website www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

August 2013

New Town Council 2013-2017
Following last month’s report, there remains one vacancy
(for South Ward) and the Town Council would welcome
applications from residents who would like to serve their
community and feel they have the necessary skills/experience
to benefit the town. More information on the role of a Town
Councillor can be obtained from the Town Council Office.
Shropshire Council’s Site Allocations and Management of
Development (SAMDev) Options Consultation
The final round of consultations is currently taking place
(between 1st July and 23rd August 2013).
You may have already seen from press reports, that your
Town Council was extremely upset by the turn of events
and the late inclusion, by Shropshire Council, of a new site
(New House Farm) as a preferred option, which was against
both the Town Council and public wishes for a few smallscale developments. This site would provide 85 dwellings,
an industrial park and a visitor complex on the scenic
slopes of Caer Caradoc. The Town Council has written
to Shropshire Council, our local MP, Housing Minister
and Planning Minister with initial strong objections and
will be formulating a final response to go the Shropshire
Council before the deadline. The Town Council is also
pressing Shropshire Council to hold a public meeting on this
extremely important matter.
After years of consultation, it appears that Shropshire
Council has moved the goal posts regarding numbers and
preferred sites, which, quite frankly makes a mockery of local
democracy, localism and a ‘bottom-up’ approach to planning.
The Town Council urges you to look at the proposals
on the Shropshire Council Website (www.shropshire.gov.uk)

and make your comments.
Mayfair Youth Group (Youth
Forum)
The Town Council was pleased
to award a grant of £300 to the Youth
Forum to enable them to continue
their work with the youngsters of the
town through the Mayfair Youth Club.
Skatepark
The Town Council is investigating
the possibility of installing a mobile
ramp for the summer holidays
so that youngsters will have this
facility whilst fundraising continues
and grants are sought for a new
permanent facility. Anyone interested
in getting involved with fundraising
please contact the SY6 Skatepark
Group at sy6skatepark@gmail.
com and on www.Facebook.com/
sy6skateparkgroup
Speeding and Parking
A request to install small repeater signs in Cardingmill
Valley Road has been made to Shropshire Council and
concerns of Little Stretton residents regarding traffic speeding
through the village have been forwarded to the police. Also,
problems encountered with cars parking in Cunnery Road
have been referred to Shropshire Council with a suggestion
that it may assist the problem if parking were to be permitted
on one side of the road only.
Heritage Open Days 12th – 15th September
The town is again participating in the National
Programme. There are talks, slide-shows, guided walks
and tours, plus the model lay-out of the town’s former rail
connection, all helping to make our rich local heritage come
alive – for details, see the town’s website.
(www.churchstretton.co.uk)
Stretton Medieval Celebrations 2014
Keep an eye out for details of the celebrations taking place
next June 20th – 22nd to mark the 800th anniversary of King
John awarding market rights to the town. There will be several
fundraising events taking place between now and next June
in order to enable the staging of an exciting and memorable
weekend for all, which will include medieval re-enactments
with as many residents as possible in medieval garb!
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk, Cllr Michael Braid, Chairman
Photo by Robin Jukes-Hughes
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Focus on Faith

The Moral High Ground

Lights in the sky

I

f you walk up to Pole Bank or climb
Caer Caradoc, you will certainly be
standing on high ground. From there
on a clear day, the view can be quite breath-taking as you
look at what can’t be seen from ground level.
You can also stand on high ground in a moral sense.
That is when you look at life from an altruistic point
of view. From there, other people’s needs are seen and
felt just as much as, if not more than your own. You see
situations where there is clearly something wrong: injustice,
abuse, corruption or cruelty, and you feel compelled to do
something about it. So you write to your MP, or you join
Amnesty International; or you make a donation to Red
Cross, or however else you feel led to respond.
Standing on high moral ground is not a case of ‘looking
down’ on anyone, but of ‘seeing through’ some plausible
façade, behind which someone may be justifying what you
have become critical of.
People with a religious outlook on life, and a belief
in God, should obviously be standing on the moral high
ground. From the vantage point of Goodness, Beauty, Truth
and Love (which is as good a working definition of God as
I can think of ) we should be able to see more clearly where
things have gone wrong, are going wrong, and need to be
put right.
We should also be seeing more clearly that any religion
worth its salt is not primarily about saying you believe this,
that or the other, and wanting to convert others to the same
belief. Not so much about ‘believing’ the Truth, but ‘doing’
the Truth. Even Eliza Doolittle understood that when she
said “Don’t talk of love – show me!”
Donald Horsfield

Scrappies News
Open Day

A

Sing for Your Supper
‘RAISE’ funds for Save the Children by
‘RAISING’ the roof
of Rushbury Village Hall with
The Shropshire Strummers
Saturday 31st August
7-00pm for 7-30pm
Summer Supper - Bar - Raffle
£7-50 Adult
£6-00 under 16
£25-00 for Family of 4
For tickets, please contact
Judy Gibson (722855) or Ann Hurst (771622)
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t’s a celestial year. A spectacular meteor and so far two
asteroid ‘fly-bys’, and now coming up later this year
the comet Ison is expected to be so bright that it will
be visible to the naked eye in daylight. It will be a spectacle
which only happens a few times in any lifetime. Halley’s
Comet last visited in the 1980s but was not really visible
from the northern hemisphere. The last comet easily visible
from Church Stretton in daylight was Hale-Bopp in 1997.
I can recall standing in the Cardingmill Valley, my spirit
moved as I marvelled at it over the Long Mynd.
Science is very good at explaining these phenomena but
even with knowledge the wonder does not diminish. Ancient
man knew no science and saw comets as omens, prophetic
signals of doom or success – such as Halley’s Comet in 1066
announcing a new king by conquest.
Religious interpretation of something mysterious was
once quite normal. Like comets, visions and miraculous
cures have been explained as ‘acts of god’, although usually
with hindsight. The major difference with stellar mysteries is
that science can now explain them and predict their arrival.
This celestial spectacle will remind us that we are
surrounded by mystery. Life itself is a mystery, a secret still
evading science. Even so science plays an important part
in our lives. It helps us to see through earthly mystery to
realities in the same way that it gives us an understanding of
the true nature of the heavenly object lighting the sky.
Perhaps the greatest mystery is that of the creation.
Comet Ison will remind us of that as we marvel at the
spectacle. Science has given us the Big Bang and Darwin’s
theory of evolution while creationists reject science in favour
of a literal reading of Genesis. There is truth in both, the
scientific and the biblical, they just need careful unpicking.
The allegory and metaphor in the Bible are complemented
by the scale and complexity of the science. They both have
breadth of vision, both can explain the comet and both
touch the spirit reminding us that the essence of our being is
yet another miracle.
Enjoy the view, and wonder.
Roger Wilson
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big surprise awaits you on
Saturday 7th September from
10am-4pm, so please note
this date in your diaries. Scrappies
are planning an exciting day with
something for all the family to enjoy
The programme will be packed with
interesting activities and you are urged to come and see
for yourselves what your local crafts and recycling centre
has to offer. Watch this space for further details, or call
Irene at the store nearer the date on 722511.
Scrappies Summer Workshops
A variety of interesting activities are on offer in the
Scrappies Summer Workshops programme, dates and
times as follows:
Thursday 1st August – Lesley - ‘Kites’
10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm
Wednesday 7th August – Hannah – (activity to be
confirmed) – times as above
Thursday 15th August - Lesley ‘Carnival Masks’ times
as above
Thursday 22nd August - Liz ‘Puppets’ - times as above
Thursday 29th August - Liz - (activity to be confirmed)
times as above.
Enquiries to Irene on 01694 722511.
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n medieval times when the Long Mynd was a royal
forest, royal falconers (including, it is said, King John)
hunted with hawks and falcons for a wide range of game
birds. In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the
Long Mynd became a popular shooting moor for sportsmen
following the introduction of a few pairs of grouse from
Yorkshire in about 1840. Bags of 100 brace a day were not
uncommon around 1900 and became one of the manorial
property’s most desirable assets.
An early falconer on the hill was William Goodwin,
one of the Goodwin brothers who owned the mineral water
company at the Carding Mill during the period 1881 1906. In more recent years William Humphrey, landlord of
the Stiperstones Inn, owned the Long Mynd as lord of the
manor from 1937 to 1963. He was an experienced, albeit
eccentric, falconer and flew his golden eagle called Circa
on the hill. He is particularly remembered for breeding and
improving the Llewellin setter, a popular and successful
breed of sporting dog.
The most noted falconer was Ronald Stevens who,
with his younger brother Noel, owned Walcot Hall in
Lydbury North from 1933. He rented the Long Mynd
from Humphrey in 1937 to fly his two peregrine falcons.
That first year he bagged 33 grouse, 3 pheasants, 4 duck,
a partridge, a kestrel and a wood pigeon. Stevens and his

People of the Long My

guests would be driven up to the
moor each day by his brother in
his open-top Rolls Royce loaded
with hawks, lunch boxes and
bottles. He was to become one
of the foremost exponents of the
sport and wrote four books on
the subject.
Emperor Haile Selassie of
Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) was
a keen falconer and during his
exile in England (1936 - 1941)
he visited the Stevens brothers
in Walcot Hall and joined them
in flying falcons on the Long
Mynd.
During the early years of
the Second World War, the RAF
used 15 falcons, officially known
as Interceptor Unit No. 2, to
patrol the wild reaches of the
Noel Stevens (with Andean goose),
English Channel. The falcons
Ronald
Stevens at Walcot Hall, 1938.
were trained by Ronald Stevens
to down carrier pigeons and they
were credited with having a significant disruptive effect upon
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How men went to the Moon – P
I will give details of all the Gemini missions, because all
were important to the Moon programme. Every one of them
broke new ground in spaceflight. The Gemini capsule was
larger than Mercury, to accommodate two men. All Gemini
missions were powered by a Titan rocket, a converted
ICBM. It should be added that the astronauts were of course
experienced pilots and some had complained that in Mercury
they had been ‘spam in a can’ with no real flying to do, and
that a chimpanzee could do as well. But all that began to
change with Gemini. It had ‘thruster’ motors so that it could
manoeuvre and change its orbit.
Gemini 3: (Virgil Grissom and John Young): 23rd
March 1965 – a short flight of three orbits: the first twoman American flight; the first man to go into space twice
(Grissom); the first of the second group of astronauts to fly
(Young); and above all, the use of rocket ‘thrusters’ on the
outside of the spacecraft to change its orbit.
Gemini 4: (Jim McDivitt and Ed White): 3rd June
1965 – a four-day mission, a record for the USA: Ed White
performed the first American EVA lasting 20 minutes during
which he propelled himself by a hand-held gas gun.
Gemini 5: (Gordon Cooper and Pete Conrad): 21st
August 1965 – an eight-day mission, the longest space
mission so far by either side: intended to ensure that men
could withstand the length of an actual Moon mission.
Gemini 7: (Frank Borman and Jim Lovell): 4th
December 1965- launched before Gemini 6 – see below; a
14-day mission (206 orbits), by far the longest space mission
so far.
Gemini 6A: (Walter Schirra, Tom Stafford): due to be
launched October 1965 and ‘dock’ with an ‘Agena Target
Vehicle’ to test the feasibility of space docking – vital for
Apollo. The target vehicle malfunctioned and had to be
destroyed, so a backup mission of a space rendezvous with
Gemini 7 was substituted. Launched 16th December 1965
and manoeuvred to within one foot of Gemini 7 – docking

August 2013 mag.indd 21

was not possible, but two spacecraft were shown to be
capable of rendezvousing with each other in space. Gemini
6A returned to Earth after one day in space, leaving Gemini
7 with several days of its mission remaining.
Gemini 8: (Neil Armstrong and David Scott): 16th
March 1966: the first of the third group of astronauts to
fly (Scott): the first successful space docking with an ‘Agena
Target Vehicle’, showing that space docking was indeed
achievable. Unfortunately the joined Agena and Gemini craft
subsequently went into a violent spin, forcing Armstrong
to abort the rest of the mission, and make an emergency
landing after only ten hours in space.
Gemini 9: (Tom Stafford and Gene Cernan): 3rd June
1966 – a three-day mission. It had long been established
that all American ‘primary’ crews would have ‘backup’ crews
trained for the same mission, and capable of taking over if
necessary. This proved to be the case here when the original
crew, astronauts Elliot See and Charles Bassett were killed in
a plane crash before they flew. The mission was intended to
dock with an ‘Agena Target Vehicle’, but the Agena docking
housing stuck half-open (looking like an ‘angry alligator’
according to Stafford), and docking was not possible, though
rendezvous was achieved. Cernan made a spacewalk of over
two hours, during which Gemini 9 did more than a complete
orbit of the Earth.
Gemini 10 (John Young and Mike Collins): 18th July
1966 – a three-day mission. Collins performed EVAs
totalling one hour 28 minutes. Gemini 10 successfully
docked with an ‘Agena Target Vehicle’ and used the Agena’s
engine to increase its orbital height to 474 miles, showing
that radiation was not a problem at higher altitudes. Finally,
Gemini 10 successfully docked with the Gemini 8 ‘Agena
Target Vehicle’ to complete two successful dockings in one
flight.
Gemini 11 (Pete Conrad, Dick Gordon): 15th
September 1966 – a three-day mission. Gemini 11 docked/
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ong Mynd: Falconers

Hitler’s cross-channel
spy service. However
the falcons could not
distinguish between
British and German
carrier pigeons and
the project had to be
abandoned! He later
said his wartime falcons
were so wedded to
pigeons that they would
not take grouse and he
had to train fresh birds.
After the war Stevens
trained peregrine
falcons at RAF
Shawbury where they
successfully dispersed
flocks of birds from the
airfield.
Stevens rebuilt Pole
Andean goose), Emperor Haile Selassie and
Cottage and outbuildings
ot Hall, 1938. Photo © oughterardheritage.org and lived there from
August to December
each year with another professional falconer, Frank Muirden

oon – Pt 6
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Church Stretton Rotary
Club helps fight worldwide
polio by making donations
from the funds that have
been collected locally, to the
charity POLIO PLUS. Since
making the pledge in 1985
to eradicate polio Rotary
International in partnership
with health agencies has
brought the number of cases of polio down by 99 %.
Whereas there were 350,000 new cases of the disease
every year, there were just over one thousand by the end
of 2010 and the numbers of cases notified continues to
fall. The challenge now is to totally eradicate the disease
and to make sure no child falls prey to this paralysing and
sometimes fatal illness.
This month Church Stretton Rotary is very pleased to
donate £700 to the fund much of which has been collected
from people in the Church Stretton area.
Rotarians hope to advance world understanding,
goodwill, and peace through the improvement of health,
and the alleviation of poverty.
Rotary is always looking for new members and your
skills and support could be invaluable in our drive to help
communities at home and abroad, and, whether you would
like to become a member or volunteer, your time and
abilities will be helping to make people’s lives better.
Like to know more?
Contact President Malcolm Liebrecht
01694 723035
Roger Toon
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Indoor Bowls

he Indoor Bowls Club will begin its next season at
the end of September 2013 and continue until the
end of March 2014.
Three playing sessions, each of one and a quarter
hours, are held at the SHI between 1.30 and 5.45 pm on
Monday afternoons.
The club has vacancies for both full members (who
are scheduled to play one session each Monday) and
reserves (who stand-in for full members as required).
Further details are available from the Secretary, Alan
Mileson, tel 723999 or the Chairman, Tony Crowe, tel
723292.

Church Stretton Rotary Club
Donation helps to end Polio

August 2013

undocked with its ‘Agena Target Vehicle’ a total of four times,
and used the Agena engine to raise its orbital height to 850
miles. This has still never been beaten except for the Apollo
Moon flights. Gordon performed EVAs totalling two hours
41 minutes.
Gemini 12 (Jim Lovell, Buzz Aldrin): 15th November
1966 – a four-day mission. A docking was successfully
achieved with an ‘Agena Target Vehicle. Aldrin carried out
three EVAs totalling five-and-a-half hours and showed that
working in space for extended periods was feasible.
With that, the Gemini programme was over. The
Americans had achieved many of the goals needed for
Apollo and were now far ahead of the Russians. They could
look forward to 1967 confident that they could move on
to project Apollo, with plenty of time to achieve a Moon
landing before the end of 1969. 1967 would also see the
Soviets back in space. It would prove to be a momentous
year for both.
To be continued.
Norman Wallace

and Mrs Cadwallader their housekeeper. He renamed the
property Frog’s Gutter, it being the traditional name given
to the area. The cottage was described as ‘just like camping
but with a roof on’ yet it became a pilgrimage for many
well-known falconers who stayed there. He also dug several
more decoy ponds behind the cottage to encourage the wild
duck. By 1954 Ronald Stevens and Geoffrey Pollard, another
annual visitor, had between them the largest collection of
game hawks in the country, consisting of 2 gyr falcons, 5
peregrine falcons, a merlin and a goshawk, all of which were
pegged out behind Pole Cottage.
Another special visitor to Walcot Hall in August 1955
was the King of Buganda, Frederic Musela II who was taken
to the Long Mynd by William Humphrey to see his and
Ronald Stevens’ peregrines in action and to shoot grouse.
1955 was the last season to see trained hawks on the
Long Mynd; droves of motorists and hikers were getting in
the way and the moor had deteriorated due to encroaching
bracken. Ronald Stevens decided to leave Shropshire for
Ireland, being attracted by the hawking possibilities around
Connemara.
Barrie Raynor.
This is an extract from his book ‘The Long Mynd: Its History
and Wildlife’.
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Colin’s Comment

t was Matthew who, among others, recalled how “For ye
have the poor always with you” (Chapter 26, Verse 11), a
subject discussed recently at my local, the ‘Savile Arms’,
(more later), while chatting with a trio of compadres, the
Prof, the Major and Buzz - the latter keeps bees.
Austerity, that in which we are told we are all in together,
was the topic, from which it emerged that not only did
Church Stretton have its own workhouse from as far back as
1777, but also the provision of a Rope Room, probably sited
at what is now the Manor House in All Stretton.

StRETTON FOCUS
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The Rope Room did what it said on the tin,
where unfortunates unable to afford more comfortable
surroundings for a night’s shelter, would stand or sit, with
their arms hanging over and supported by the rope slung
along the length of the room, catching what periods of sleep
they could.
It’s difficult, if not shocking, to imagine, that fellow
humans would be reduced to such barbarous means of
spending a night - but at least the Rope Room included a
roof to keep the elements at bay.
That great socialist author George Orwell published as
late as 1933 in his first work details of what it was like to get
your head down in the nation’s capital, in his ‘Down and
Out in Paris and London’, found on-line at http://whitewolf.
newcastle.edu.au/words/authors/O/OrwellGeorge/prose/
DownandOut/downandout_37.html.
Orwell lists three places where you can sleep in London
if you don’t have 7 pence for a bed in a doss house. The first
place is the Embankment where you can sleep on a bench for
free if the police don’t move you along, the third is a place
called The Coffin where you sleep in a wooden box covered
with a tarpaulin for 4 pence a night. The second place on his
list is where you sleep on a rope:
“2. The Twopenny Hangover. This comes a little higher
than the Embankment. At the Twopenny Hangover, the
lodgers sit in a row on a bench; there is a rope in front of
them, and they lean on this as though leaning over a fence. A
man, humorously called the valet, cuts the rope at five in the
morning. I have never been there myself, but Bozo had been
there often. I asked him whether anyone could possibly sleep
in such an attitude, and he said that it was more comfortable

than it sounded at any rate, better than bare floor. There are
similar shelters in Paris, but the charge there is only twentyfive centimes (a halfpenny) instead of twopence.”
Orwell also recalls: “Here is the account that Paddy
gave me of sleeping on the Embankment:
‘De whole t’ing wid de Embankment is gettin’ to sleep
early. You got to be on your bench by eight o’clock, because
dere ain’t too many benches and sometimes dey’re all taken.
And you got to try to get to sleep at once. ‘Tis too cold to
sleep much after twelve o’clock, an’ de police turns you off
at four in de mornin’. It ain’t easy to sleep, dough, wid dem
bloody trams flyin’ past your head all de time, an’ dem skysigns across de river flickin’ on an’ off in your eyes. De cold’s
cruel. Dem as sleeps dere generally wraps demselves up in
newspaper, but it don’t do much good. You’d be bloody
lucky if you got t’ree hours’ sleep.’
I have slept on the Embankment and found that it
corresponded to Paddy’s description”.
If you were lucky enough to be a Workhouse resident,
and one imagines Church Stretton’s was no exception, then
life was hardly a ball of fun.
Conditions of the time included: “No written or printed
paper of an improper tendency, or which may be likely to
produce insubordination, shall be allowed to circulate, or be
read aloud, among the inmates of the Workhouse.
No pauper shall play at cards, or at any game of chance, in
the Workhouse ; and the Master may take from any pauper,
and keep until his departure from the Workhouse, any
cards, dice, or other articles applicable to games of chance,
which may be in his possession.
No pauper shall smoke in any room of the Workhouse,
except by the special direction of the Medical Officer,
or shall have any matches or other articles of a highly
combustible nature in his possession, and the Master may
take from any person any articles of such a nature.”
Workhouse punishment books record the severity of
punishments meted out to inmates. Some chilling examples
of this can be seen in the ‘Pauper Offence Book’ from
Beaminster Union in Dorset. Offences against property,
for example breaking a window, received particularly harsh
punishment:
Being ‘lock’d up’ might well mean a spell in the
‘refractory cell’ — this was often underground in one of the
workhouse cellars.
Elliott, Benjamin – (neglect of work) – punishment =
dinner withheld and only bread for supper;
Rowe, Sarah – (noisy and swearing) – punishment =
lock’d up for 24 hours on bread and water;
Mintern, George – (fighting in school) – punishment =
no cheese for one week;
Park, James – (deserted, got over wall) – punishment =
to be whipped;
Staple, John – (refusing to work) – punishment =
committed to prison for 28 days.
The Rope Room and Workhouse are, thankfully, buried
in the past, but beware: the present coalition of Posh Boys
who govern our future may have a draft White Paper up
their well-cut sleeves, but naturally including full conditions
of Health and Safety!
Colin Osborne
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Anglican Voice
Chaplain to Manchester United to speak!
John Boyers, chaplain to Man Utd., is coming to speak at a
dinner at The Long Mynd Hotel on Thursday 12th September
at 6.30 for 7pm; £12-50 for 2 course meal, plus tea or coffee.
His title will be: “The man who brings God to the squad!”
Anybody is welcome to come, tickets may be purchased from
our church office during office hours or on 724224.
Scratch Services
During August, the 11.05 services take a different form,
partly to give our team of children’s and youth workers a
break. After a brief time together, those who wish can break
up into groups to prepare something to be used in the service
eg a puppet sketch, prayers, a drama etc. Those who do not
wish to join in such activities can remain in their seats and
listen to a talk from the front. Then the items prepared will
be presented, illuminating the subject using different media
and often helping people to do things ‘up front’ in a nonthreatening way for the first time. This has seen people’s gifts
being developed and allows a number of people to take part.
So it is very much voluntary and anybody is welcome to try it
even for just a few minutes!
New Wine (4th to 11th August)
Many have come into a renewed experience of God
through the events organised by New Wine. I have spoken at

such events myself. Often 30 or so connected
with this parish have been to one of the
summer holiday conferences, where activities
for all ages are provided. Worshipping in
a large celebratory gathering can be very
inspiring, with teaching from speakers from all over the world
and prayer offered for any sort of need. Contact John Hughes
or Suzan Williams if you want to know more.
Bishop Anthony
The Right Rev. Anthony Priddis, our diocesan Bishop,
will be holding his farewell service on Saturday 7th September
at 3.30pm in Hereford Cathedral. A number will be going
from here if anybody wants a lift there, though we are asked
to give numbers in advance. Bishop Anthony has been to
Church Stretton several times in my time here, most notably
to institute me as Rector and at a service when he formally
dedicated our new communion table, made by John Holden,
he formally licensed Robert Rayner as ‘reader’ (lay preacher),
a service which was also Nancy Cleaton’s last service at St
Laurence’s before becoming the incumbent for the Apedale
group of parishes. We expect a new Bishop of Hereford to be
consecrated in September 2014. Bishop Alistair will hold the
fort with others till that time.
Richard Hill
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Catholic Voice
Pilgrimage
A pilgrimage is when people travel to a place of worship,
to a different city or country, for spiritual or religious reasons.
The religious sense of the Christian people has always found
expression in forms of piety. A pilgrimage could be done:
it was devotion pitched in the language of action. It was a
popular and spontaneous expression of feeling and need.
Between the third and sixteenth centuries millions of
men, women and children made one or more pilgrimages
in Britain or beyond. On 6th July 1483 Richard III walked
barefoot with his wife to the tomb of St Edward the
Confessor. We read Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales,
where pilgrims travel from London to Canterbury to honour
St. Thomas a Becket. Each pilgrim tells a story, of how
people behave towards each other.
The Venerable Bede tells of a visit by St Germanus of
Auxerre to the shrine of the first British martyr, St Alban. He
was a Roman soldier based in Britain and changed clothes
with a persecuted stranger; a priest. Alban was arrested and
executed; the town is called St Albans in his memory.
There has been a tradition of pilgrimage to Walsingham,
Norfolk, since the eleventh century after an apparition

by the Virgin Mary. For the first twenty years
of Henry VIII’s reign, he made an annual
pilgrimage there, before his break with Rome,
walking barefoot and on his knees to the shrine.
A quarter of a million people still converge there annually.
In 1416 Henry V went on pilgrimage to St Winefride’s
Well, Treffynon, North Wales. During Elizabeth I’s reign,
recusant Catholics made the pilgrimage to the well and it has
continued to this day, for the Reformation never managed
to close it. Today, we as a faith community continued the
tradition - minus the bare feet! According to the legend,
St. Winifrede’s Well first erupted at the spot where her
would- be rapist Caradog, cut off her head with his sword.
Restored to life by her uncle St Beuno, Winefride lived as
a nun until her death. People have continued to come here
and it is the only place in Britain with a continuous history
of public worship for thirteen centuries. Records of cures at
the well continue. The present shrine is sixteenth century,
a Perpendicular Gothic building erected with funds from
Margaret Beaufort, mother of Henry VII and grandmother
of Henry VIII. Holywell is still a major place of catholic
pilgrimage, but everyone is welcome.

Gardeners’ Show Time
The Church Stretton and District Gardening Club will
be holding their Summer Show on Saturday 17th August
at the Silvester Horne Institute. The Show is a popular
event. It is hoped that this year’s show will again be equally
attractive to exhibitors and everyone living in the area.
Show schedules are available from Sandford Hardware.
Newsworld or John Thomas in Sandford Avenue, Salts in
the High Street, or the Visitor Centre. The Show is open
for exhibits from all local gardeners, whether members of
the club or not. The same applies to the Floral Art and
Cookery sections and there is also a place for Handicraft,
Photography and Art. All are welcome, but entry forms
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need to be returned to Salts or the
Show Secretaries by Thursday 16th
August. For further information ring
the Show Secretary on 01694 722 037
On Show Day, the hall will be
open to exhibitors from 8.00 am.
Please bring your exhibits early to save congestion. Class
judging will commence at 11.45 am.
2013 Annual Summer Show
Silvester Horne Institute
Saturday 17th August at 2.30 pm.
Admission by Donation
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Be aware of hearing loss

I

A

lan Kay, who has lived in Church Stretton since
2010 and is a member of Church Stretton Rotary
Club, has been elected as the president of The
International Fellowship of Motorcycling Rotarians of Great
Britain and Ireland (IFMR) for the coming three years.
Alan has been a
Rotarian for over 20
years, and held the office
of president of Tywyn
Rotary Club in 2002.
He joined IFMR 15
years ago. The IFMR is a
worldwide organisation
attached to the worldwide
Rotary movement,
and there are many
opportunities to meet
and ride, not only in this
country but also abroad.
The Fellowship has
ridden in New Zealand, America, Australia and most of
Europe with motorcycling Rotarians from these countries.

Recipe

Chicken Caesar Salad.
This is a particular favourite salad with my family in the
USA. I have enjoyed it many times, and it is so simple to
make. Perhaps it may encourage a little summer weather
to come our way!
Ingredients:
2 boneless chicken breast halves, grilled.
1 large cos lettuce sliced.
½ cup grated parmesan cheese.
6 walnut halves chopped.
1 stick celery , chopped.
½ cup seasoned croutons.
¾ cup Caesar salad dressing.
Cut chicken breasts into strips. Combine all the
ingredients except for the dressing.
When ready to serve, add the salad dressing and give
it a good toss. This makes a good teatime treat when
eaten with a crusty French roll covered in lashings of
real butter. All you need after is a slice of home-made
Victoria sponge. Enjoy.
“Her Ladyship”

For a considerable number of years Tony Crowe has organised very successful book sales in Church Stretton in
total raising in excess of £5,000 per annum for local causes. Now after all these years and the considerable commitment
entailed, Tony has given notice that he is retiring from organising the sales and his storage space is no longer available.
With support from Tony’s existing volunteers and help from Rotary it is hoped the book sales will continue, but
for this to happen it would be essential to have suitable storage about the size of a double garage, although anything
would be of interest.
Does anyone know of accommodation suitable for the storage of books and in order to maximise the amount
of money for local charities, preferably free of charge? It would clearly be an enormous shame if the very worthwhile
amount of money raised by Tony from his book sales ceased to be available to local causes.
Please contact Rotarian Roger Toon on 01694 724346.
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n the last issue of Stretton Focus, an article, ‘Stretton
Goes Loopy’, drew attention to a small number of Church
Stretton residents who are aiming to improve life in our
town for those of us who suffer the disability of hearing loss.
The campaign, ‘Be Aware of Hearing Loss’, started by
working to ensure that existing facilities, such as loop systems
in our public buildings, are being used effectively. In addition,
we encouraged their installation and use in suitable shops
and other business premises. But people with hearing loss
not only need formalised help when attending meetings,
church services, surgeries, shopping or accessing personal
services, they need help, too, in the informal day to day verbal
exchanges that take place in the street, on the bus, over the
garden wall and on the doorstep.
As is often remarked upon, the people of the Strettons are
a very friendly people. There is no doubt at all that individual
Strettonians are more than willing to lend a helping hand to
those of us who are disabled in any way. But the problem with
hearing loss is that, although it is recognised in law as being
a disability, it is an invisible one and is, therefore, frequently
not handled well in the community at large. As a result, many
hearing impaired people are leading unnecessarily lonely and
socially limited lives. When hearing loss has occurred within
a family, members have usually devised ways of coping with
it, but what if a neighbour, friend or casual acquaintance is
afflicted? Do we know? Have we spotted the hearing aids?
Have we noticed the intensity with which our faces are gazed
upon when we speak, or the tendency to move nearer to us
than we expected? Have we wondered why a comment made
in response to our remarks was not really appropriate, or why
the person seemed ill at ease and anxious to be gone?
If we have noticed some of these signs and correctly
concluded, or know, that the person has hearing loss, there are
a few simple measures we can take to make it easier to have a
normal conversation. We can ensure that we face the hearing
impaired person and speak, not loudly, but as clearly as we can.
If we have not been understood, we must have the patience to
try again, perhaps rephrasing rather than repeating the sentence
we did not get across. Above all, please do not ignore the
person who has hearing loss by speaking only to the person he
or she is with. And please do not dismiss a failure by a hearing
impaired person with the words “It does not matter”. It matters
a great deal to the sufferer. Hearing loss is not a life threatening
disability, but neither is it a mere irritant. It can have a very
adverse effect on the quality of life of the victim.
Writing as one who is profoundly hearing impaired himself,
I am acutely aware that too many of us that are afflicted do too
little to help ourselves. We hope to address some of the issues
arising from such reticence in a final article in a future issue.
Derek Bartlett – The ‘Be Aware of Hearing Loss’ Group

Motorcycling Rotarian
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Church Stretton Heritage
Open Days
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12 – 15 September
For the second successive year, Church Stretton is
participating in the National Programme of Heritage Open
Days, designed to showcase the rich heritage of local areas for
residents and visitors alike, all of the events being FREE. On
13th and 14th September, Silvester Horne will again be the
central focus with a repeat display of the model railway lay-out
by the Railway Society. It will be complemented this year by
a continuous showing of DVDs of Church Stretton’s history
as well as the ‘Stone of Destiny’, plus a Children’s Colouring
and Quiz Corner. There will be talks on local history at both
the United Reformed Church and St. Laurence’s Church,
including the chance to witness a bell-ringing demonstration.
On 13th September, Alan Garner will lead an inaugural
Blacksmith’s Walk to Acton Scott, with free admission for walkers
to the Historic Farm. On 14th September, Barrie Raynor will
give a talk at the Cardingmill Valley Pavilion, based on his brand
new book on the Long Mynd, full of fascinating details. On 15th
September, Colin Richards, the county’s Conservation Officer
will conduct a guided tour of the town centre’s historic buildings.
To see the full programme, please consult the town website
or obtain copies from the Library or the Town Council Office.
To see what else is in the Programme county-wide, please refer
to the Shropshire Star pull-out in August. Details of the nationwide programme can be found on www.heritageopendays.org.uk
		
Bob Welch, Church Stretton Heritage Group

Prayers for a
Summer Evening

At the Methodist Church at 7pm each Tuesday in
August, there will be a ‘Yes, it’s Summer’ feeling. You are
invited to experience half an hour of quiet reflection,
prayer and some singing. All are welcome.

Gardening in August

T

here should be plenty of blossom
to enjoy now. To ensure that the
display continues, keep on top of
dead-heading. Whilst working through
the borders, remove any foliage showing
black spot particularly on roses. This
needs to be burnt, don’t put it in the compost heap and
remove any affected leaves on the ground. Complete the job
by spraying with a fungicide.
Courgettes, marrows and squash
blossom will no doubt be showing, the female flower heads will need to
be pollinated; it may be worthwhile
assisting this by taking a male blossom
and inserting it into a female bloom.
Onions, shallots and garlic (if you
tried some), will hopefully be ready for
ripening. Lay the top growth flat and
ease the bulbs out of the soil. They should then dry off. If
necessary, a wire frame supported on a few bricks under
cover in the shed or greenhouse will ensure that the bulbs
dry off.
Some early potatoes may well be worth lifting. If foliage
is showing signs of fungal attack, spray with a suitable
fungicide. It will be worthwhile spraying tomatoes if they
are also showing fungal trouble. Make sure that watering
and liquid feed of tomatoes is regularly dealt with as ‘bottom
end rot’ may well spoil fruit.
It has been a very difficult period, not what one might
call traditional summer weather. Let’s hope that we shall still
see a fine display of produce at the Garden Club show on
Saturday, 17th August at Silvester Horne Institute.
There are still places available for the outing to
Waterperry Gardens, Oxford, on Thursday, 8th August.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club

Trivia Answers
1. Stamford Bridge
2. Mary I
3. Santa Maria
4. Abolition of the slave trade
5. Prince Albert

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEP

Occasional Advertisements
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Clean, Fast and Friendly Service
N.A.C.S. Certificates issued. Fully Insured with NFU
Nests removed, Bird guards supplied and fitted
Call 24h for help or to book

01939 768319
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JOHN DEVANEY

JJ HISTORICAL PLASTERING
Wattle and Daub - Lime Pointing
Lime/Hair mixes - Cornice Repairs
Also
Small Modern Jobs Welcome
following after other trades

Tel: 01588 640563
Adele's Professional Homecare Service

Friendly and Reliable Business, 2O years experience, Fully Referenced
Domestic - Cleaning - Ironing
Free In-Home Estimates
Shopping, Dogwalking, 25% Discount for Pensioners
01694 720212 07523 321 915
www.adelesprofessionalhomecareservice.co.uk
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MOBILE HAIRDRESSING
call Becky
07984 712914
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