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Disclaimer

Stretton Focus prints a wide range of articles and
letters. The views expressed in these are those of their
authors and not necessarily those of the Management
Board. The Editors exercise their right to edit any
articles, letters etc submitted for publication at their
discretion without consulting the author.

Copy day

is normally the first Monday of the
month.
For the March issue it is Monday 4th
February (12 noon).
For the April issue it will be Monday 4th
March.
The March Stretton Focus will be
distributed on Friday 1st March

Outlets

Stretton Focus may be purchased by
annual subscription (delivered) or directly
from Burway Books, Newsworld (Sandford
Avenue), Co-op, Spar, Longmynd Filling
Station (A49), Visitor Information Centre
(Church St) and the Churches.
www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meeting

2 Saturday

Silvester Horne Events
Friday Night at the Horne – on Saturday. ‘Can
you Dig It?’ by Xylophone Productions.
For information see SHI events item.
7.30pm SHI

3 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

4 Monday

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
‘The Hunger Games, tickets £4, £2
(doors open at 7.00)
7.30pm CS School

5 Tuesday

Strettondale Area Partnership
‘A Housing Policy for the Shropshire Hills
AONB?’ All residents are
encouraged to contribute their views.
7pm All Stretton Village Hall

Engaging Issues
‘The Use and Abuse of the Bible’
Speaker: Trevor Dennis a wonderful storyteller
who enthrals and leaves you wanting more
7.15 for 7.30pm URC

6 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Women’s World Day of Prayer Preparation
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

P.A.C.T Public Surgery
3pm Mayfair Café,

CAMEO
Michael Bourke “The Night Sky and the Last
Great Wilderness”
2.15pm Parish Centre

Photo: Dave Draper
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On in the Strettons in February

3

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and contacts in the yellow pages.

Long Mynd Camera Club
‘Out and About in New England’ Jim Almond
7.30pm URC Hall

7 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Library
New family history project starts today.
Research your ancestry with help and
assistance. Every Thursday
1-4pm CS Library

8 Friday

Drop-In sessions for Volunteers
Want to volunteer or groups seeking
volunteers please call in for a chat with
Clive Leworthy.
10.00am-12.00 noon CS Library

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Argo’ 15 £4 Interval refreshments

7.30pm AS VH

9 Saturday

Church Stretton Methodist Church
Will be open for prayer or quiet reflection and
fellowship
10am to 12 noon

Fighting Blindness Quiz
Ken Willis hosts. Team of 4 – 6
7.45pm start CS & District club.

10 Sunday
Pitstop

12 Tuesday

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
‘Photocraft’ by Michael Gibson
7.15pm SHI
‘North Norfolk here I come’ - An illustrated
talk by Jim Almond
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall

Methodist Wives and Friends
‘Climbing Mount Khuiten, Mongolia’ by John
Hathaway
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall
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Talk by Dr Caron Morton arranged by CS
Community Group, followed by light
refreshments. All welcome.
2pm Parish Centre

Methodist Network Group
Ward Davies: Collage
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Amnesty International Group
‘Human Rights Issues for Lesbian and Gay
People’ For details ring David Owen 01694
722525 davelse@btinternet.com
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Pretty Woman’ Richard Gere and Julia
Roberts.
7.30pm HB VH

14, 15, 16 Thursday-Saturday
All Stretton Amateur Dramatics

Annual Pantomime ‘Rumpelstiltskin’
£4/£2.50
7.30pm AS VH 2pm Sat 16th

14 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Marmaladies
New local Women’s Institute
Pole dancing demonstration by Sonia Allcock
7.30 CS School

Acton Scott Gardening Club
‘The Natural History of the Longmynd’ by
Nick Robinson, NT Ranger
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

16 Saturday
RSPB

Wildlife walk on Brown Clee
10am Meet on lane to the north east near
Hillside Coppice

RNLI
‘Sing Our Songs’ with the Shropshire
Strummers.
7.30pm CS & District Club.

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Contact (01694 722418)
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton VH

19 Tuesday

Countrywomen’s Guild
The Templetons 2013 Presentation of
‘Pictures in Harmony’ Visitors welcome £2.00 entrance fee
2.15pm SHI

Mayfair Community Centre
See Mayfair’s New Facilities
2.30-4.30pm Mayfair

All Stretton Women’s Institute
The Quaker Tapestry – Lesley Richards
7.30 AS VH

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott
‘Mao’s Last Dancer’
£4/£2 Tickets on the door
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

20 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Barrie Mackay and the Choir
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Discovering Digital: practical evening to
share photographic problems and
experience on various topics
7.30pm URC Hall

21 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

Strettondale LJC
Public Meeting on local issues
7.00pm AS VH

22 Friday

Church Stretton Evergreen Club
2.30pm Mayfair

24 Sunday

St Andrew’s Church Hope Bowdler
Choral Evensong. All welcome
3.30-4.30pm St Andrew’s Church

continued on next page
Stretton Focus Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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RSPB Sth Shropshire Local Group

‘The Future of our NHS’

February 2013

Come along and enjoy a Valentines themed
session. Crafts, games and fun
3-5pm Parish Centre

13 Wednesday

18/01/2013 11:38
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What’s On - continued Parents’ Corner
Events
Storytelling Afternoon – 2nd February
CS & District Local History Group
by Pandvani108 at Ludlow Assembly Rooms, Shropshire
The Poor Laws and The Workhouse in Church A motley crew of storytellers combine stories, rhythm and stick-wielding to turn
Stretton - a talk by Barbara Parnell.
on the epic jukebox and create a bold new storytelling experience. 2-4pm. £8 full
2:30pm URC Hall
price, £5 concessions. More: www.ludlowassemblyrooms.co.uk

25 Monday

Shropshire Ornithological Society
Keith Offord ‘Skydancers’ (harriers) Visitors
welcome. £2, including refreshments
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

26 Tuesday

Church Stretton Gardening club
Martin Ford: ‘Labour Saving Gardening’
Members £1; Visitors £2
7pm SHI

CS & District Flower Club
‘Serendipity’: Margaret Rumens
All welcome.
7.30pm AS VH

27 Wednesday

Church Stretton U3A
Behind the scenes at the Edinburgh Festival:
Barrie Mackay
Meet and greet – classical music groups
2pm Parish Centre

PACT Public Surgery
Mayfair Café,
3pm

28 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

1 Friday

Women’s World Day of Prayer
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Service at St Milburga’s, 10-30am

Wine, cheese and songs
led by the Shropshire Strummers.
Ploughman’s supper and raffle.
Tickets £8 (includes glass of wine)
7.15 for 7.30 pm Wistanstow VH

2 Saturday

A Saturday Morning Sing-In
with the Shropshire Strummers. In support of
the Pazapa-Haiti school and medical centre.
Coffee from 10.30am. The Strummers play
from 11am St Laurence’s Church

RNLI
Fish and Chip Supper
7.15 for 7.30pm SHI
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Bird Box and Bumble Bee Nest Making – 20th February
Severn Valley Country Park, Alveley, nr Bridgnorth WV15 6NN
Tel: 01746 781 192
Try your hand at making a bird box or bumble bee nest which you can take home
to help bring birds and bees into your garden. 1.30-3.30pm. £5 per bird box or
bumble bee nest.
Oswestry Youth Music Festival 28th February – 3rd March
A competition for young musicians aged 9 and under to 21 and under. Members
of the public are warmly invited to attend. These events are FREE
10am-12, 2 - 5pm , 6.30 - 8pm. More info : www.oswestry-tc.org.uk
Deer Feeding 24th February – 3rd March
Attingham Park, SY4 4TP
telephone 01743 708123.
Come and get a close up
view of our fallow deer
as our wardens feed them
over the winter.
2-3pm. Normal admission
charges apply.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
attinghampark
William’s Joke of the
Month
Q - What do you get if you
cross a centipede with a
parrot?
A – A Walkie-talkie
Recipe for February - Fruity Fingers
1 small eating apple (approx 30g when grated)
30g mixed dried fruit
3 tablespoons apple juice
1 teaspoon oil
1 dessertspoon demerara sugar
50g oats
Cooking oil for loaf tin
Weigh or measure all the ingredients. Wash the apple in water. Ask a grown up to
heat an oven to 180°C fan/200°C/Gas 6.
Using a grater, grate the whole apple(careful of little fingers!). Use a fork to scrape
out any left over apple out of the grater and put it all into the mixing bowl (You
should have about 30g of grated apple.)
Add the mixed dried fruit and the oats to the grated apple and stir. Now pat flat a
dessertspoon of sugar and add to the mixing bowl .
Next, use a tablespoon to tip and load 3 tablespoons of apple juice into the
mixing bowl followed by one teaspoon of oil. Give the bowl a big mix with a
wooden spoon.
Using a pastry brush, lightly brush the loaf tin with some oil so that the mixture
doesn’t stick to it when it cooks.
Finally, use a spoon to scoop the mixture out of the mixing bowl and into the loaf
tin. You can use the back of the spoon to help squash the mixture into the corners
Put the loaf tin onto a baking tray and then ask a grown up to put it into the
preheated oven for 25 minutes, or until it’s golden brown. Leave it to cool in the
tin, turn it out and slice it into four fingers with a table knife.
share with your friends and family and ENJOY! :-)
Emma Alston
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Smoke up the Nose - and something for Village Menus

Flipping through ‘Focus’ prompts retired journalist and All
Stretton resident Colin Osborne to take a trip down memory
lane.
ack in the last century, in fact within its last decade,
as a freelance journalist I would dip into the latest
edition of Focus as a potential source of newsworthy
titbits. Letters to the publication were not a major editorial
item, but I do recall one early missive that caught my
attention, and made the columns of the local media.
His name escapes me, but one resident in a part of
Church Stretton that overlooks the main town beneath - a
view that has traditionally cost a hefty premium in house
prices - told Focus readers that the sight of billowing clouds
of smoke rising from garden fires at households in the valley
below were not only driving him to distraction, but had
reached the point where he could stand it no longer.
Such was his outrage that he intended to move from the
area. Smoke was not only getting in his eyes, it was getting
up his nose, and he was off.
I never was able to interview the anti-smoke resident,
though in true journalistic fashion I did ‘doorstep’ the
residence, and pushed a note that I had called through the
letterbox - to no avail. But the story stood up and duly
appeared complete, if my memory is correct, with a ‘Smoke
Gets Up His Nose’ headline.
These days, that same letter-writer may well have packed
his bags after his ears had taken over from his nose and
driven him to call Pickfords, as the constant assault of noise
from mowers, trimmers and hedge-cutters invaded the peace
of his uplands home.
It’s all quiet at the moment, as the wind, rain and cold
combine to keep the Stretton garden maniacs indoors, to the
benefit of those who, strangely, enjoy the peace of a country
home, but before the end of March the march of metricstandard gardeners will begin, and even a chorus of cuckoos

B

Church Stretton Area Tourism
Group News

will be unable to rise above the crescendo of the keep-it-tidy
brigade.
Now all this may have a note of nostalgia about it,
but for a real trip down memory lane the letter from WF
Kerswell in the December edition of ‘Focus’ is a real delight.
He savours, if that’s the word, “seeing the wretched
fattened pigs having their throats cut... squealing in agony as
their blood flowed into an enamel bucket held by an elderly
lady who made black puddings”. Oh what joy, to recall those
yeomanly days, when even piggy’s leftovers were ‘chopped
up for pies and sausages and liver on the menu all round
the village’ - surely there’s a message here for Stretton village
WIs - and when ‘People were poor, but managed by being
economical and prudent’ - certainly something to ponder in
these days of austerity, in which we’re all in it together.
Gin traps, poison and pole axes were in common use in
correspondent Kerswell’s good old days, but his reference to
“kittens drowned” and “unwanted dogs hanged” really took
me back to my own childhood in a Gloucestershire market
town.
I recall Dad’s instruction to “Take that sack and dump
it in the river”, when I threw the kitten-sack over my back,
only to be flattened by the weight of half-a-dozen bricks he
had placed in it to ensure it reached the river bottom. How
we all laughed! As for hanging dogs, I still remember with
mirth the look on the vicar’s face when he learnt how his pet
pooch had been strung up after it had been mistaken for a
stray! Sermons were never the same again!
But, as WF points out, “these were acts of necessity, not
deliberately cruel”. This may be a view with which many cats
and dogs - not to mention pigs, may have disagreed - but his
concluding reference to “the days of hardship and poverty
when sixpence (2.5p) was a lot of money and a five-pound
note never seen”, could well be just around the corner.
Colin Osborne

T

January’s photograph showed the door
handles of St Laurence’s Church!
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Answer next month

February 2013

Pride of Place
he ‘Pride of Place’ volunteers will continue with their
monthly sweeps and litter picks during 2013 but would
like to thank Chris at the Acorn Wholefood Cafe, Diane at
Jemima’s Kitchen, Michael & Sarah at Ginger and Green, Oonagh
at the Hollybush Cafe and HF Holidays at the Longmynd Hotel for
generously providing breakfasts for the volunteers during 2012. We
would also like to thank ‘The Morning After Group’ who organise
the New Year run for giving a generous donation of £300 to the team
in appreciation of our efforts. If anyone would like to join the ‘Pride
of Place’ team on our Sunday litter picks please ring me on 01694
724268 for further information.
Town Enhancement
If you go to the station on the town side of the approach road you will
see the new owl carving by Dave Bytheway which has transformed a
dangerously leaning tree into a beautiful sculpture. The best view is
from the top corner of the footbridge. This is the first of a number
of projects we are planning to enhance the appearance of the town
so watch this space for more news. Some of the other projects we are
considering include planting spring bulbs in public areas and creating
more hanging baskets/planters around the town. We would welcome
any ideas that people may have on projects which would enhance the
appearance of the town for our residents and visitors.
Trevor Halsey, CSATG

5

Photo Quiz – Where
is it?

Photograph by Nigel Strachan

Colin’s Comment
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Birdlife in your Garden

T

he winter of 2012-13 has been what birdwatchers
refer to as a “Waxwing winter”. These events, which
occur in about one winter in ten, are characterised
by the arrival in the UK of large numbers of Waxwings, a
bird that breeds in the “taiga” forests of the far north, across
Europe, Asia and North America.

More Singers News

T

he More Singers chamber choir will give their
annual spring concert at the United Reformed
Church, Church Stretton at 7.30pm on Saturday
16th March. There will be a retiring collection donated to
charity. Further details will be in the next issue of Focus.
Ann Etches

Reg’s Ramblings

Discipline
any people regard discipline as a sort of harsh
imposition induced by threats and an element of
bullying, but I believe that the most effective form
is based on respect and a sort of affection. During my army
service in World War Two I became noted for inspiring my
subordinates to huge effect and yet my proud boast was that
I never put anyone on a charge or even threatened to do so.
I had a Scottish Warrant Officer 1 who became my
lifelong best friend and on one occasion I said to him “Bill,
I seem to have all the bad boys on the depot in my section:
is that by accident or design?” He replied “You can handle
them can’t you?”
Me: “Yes, and pleased to have them.”
Bill: “That is why you have got them.”
In light of the above, perhaps management training
these days should be based on the Heiron principle!
Reg Heiron

M
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The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador
for the Garden BirdWatch (GBW) scheme in southern
Shropshire and is available to speak to local organisations
on GBW, as well as answering questions on garden birds
and feeding. If you are interested in joining GBW, why not
request a free three-week “taster” pack? Please contact John
on (01694) 724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.edu to give it a go!

February 2013

A small flock of Waxwings. These birds will typically
congregate in the tops of trees before descending on berrybearing plants, which may then be totally stripped of fruit.
(Photo: John Harding, BTO Library)
These are magical events, not just because of their
infrequency but also because of the beauty of the bird itself.
Waxwings are Starling-sized, rather stocky, with a thick neck
and immaculate, largely reddish-buff plumage, which is dense
and with a soft and silky appearance. The tip of the tail is
bright yellow, as are the edges of the flight feathers in the wings.
A black “highwayman” mask and small black bib contribute to
its exotic appearance, along with the large crest on the rear of
the crown. The bird’s name comes from red appendages in the
middle of the wings, which are actually highly-coloured feather
shafts that extend beyond the feather barbs and which have the
deep-red glossy appearance of sealing wax.
The appearance of these splendid-looking birds in the
dismal days of the British winter, is largely a result of what
ornithologists refer to as “irruptive migrations” (although
they do visit with some regularity in northern Scotland).
Waxwings are largely berry-eating birds, with up to 80
percent of their food intake consisting of fruit. Suitable food
plants occur in the northern forests but their productivity
varies markedly from year to year. In abundant years,
Waxwings may remain in their breeding areas all winter. In
average years, they will travel short distances out of their core
areas, especially towards the end of the winter when fruit
sources are becoming depleted. However, when berries are
in short supply, thousands or even millions of Waxwings will
move south in search of food, arriving first on the east coast
of the UK and spreading westward shortly thereafter. This
is an irruptive migration (although it is not a conventional
migration in that it is not a regular annual occurrence).
Waxwings are particularly fond of Rowan (Mountain
Ash) but also feast on other fruit-bearing trees and shrubs,
including Hawthorn, Crabapple, Juniper, Whitebeam
(Sorbus), Cotoneaster and roses. Many of these species are
used for ornamental plantings in gardens, town centres, retail
and industrial parks, supermarket car parks and suburban
streets. In consequence, Waxwings are often quite easy to
observe in urban locations, particularly since they often
form large flocks and can be approachable while eating.

Waxwings are very elegant birds. Note the silky reddish-buff
plumage, the unmistakable crest, the yellow tail tip and the
wing-markings (including the wax-like red feather shafts that
give this species its name). (Photo: Jill Pakenham, BTO Library)
They will visit gardens if suitable berry-bearing bushes are
available or if apples are provided (hanging rather than on
the ground). Typical behaviour while feeding, is for a tight
flock to congregate in the top of a tall tree, from which they
will descend en masse on the food plant, often voraciously
consuming all of the fruit on all or part of it. (Waxwings eat
800-1000 berries a day, roughly twice their body weight.)
Have you seen Waxwings in your garden over the winter?
If so, savour the experience as you may not get a repeat
performance for many years.
John Arnfield

18/01/2013 11:38
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Flicks in the Sticks

URC Voice

Church Stretton
‘The Hunger Games’ (12) Monday 4th February.
This has been one of the justifiably huge
hits of this Spring. Jennifer Lawrence excels
as the heroine of the first of the adaptations
of Suzanne Collins’ trilogy of books set in
a dystopian future where the elite live in a
hedonistic city-state with more than a passing
resemblance to ancient Rome, dependent upon the work
and produce of the ‘Districts’, and addicted to a TV show
in which young participants fight to the death for their
amusement. It is an interesting take on the current obsession
with this form of ‘reality’ TV. It is fast moving, spectacular,
violent, disturbing and mesmerising. Old Donald Sutherland
presides as the Dictator, Stanley Tucci is the game-show host
from hell but it is Ms Lawrence who steals the screen and our
hearts. Not a typical Moviola choice but marvellous cinema.
Church Stretton School. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm
showing. Entry £4 and £2. Refreshments available, before
and at half-time. Comfortable seating, new improved
sound quality and easy car parking at the School, as usual.
Enquiries to Eric Brown on 01694 724330.
All Stretton
‘Argo’ (15) Friday 8th February.
Based on real events, the dramatic thriller ‘Argo’ chronicles
the life-or-death covert operation to rescue six Americans,
which unfolded behind the scenes of the Iran hostage crisis
in 1979, focusing on the little-known role that the CIA and
Hollywood played: information that was not de-classified
until many years after the event.
All Stretton Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets: £4. Interval
refreshments and comfy chairs!
Hope Bowdler
‘Pretty Woman’ (15) Wednesday 13th February.
Why not celebrate Valentine’s Day with Flicks in the Sticks?
The film is a romantic comedy, starring Richard Gere and
Julia Roberts. A man in a legal but hurtful business needs an
escort for some social events, and hires a beautiful prostitute
he meets... only to fall in love. There will be canapés and a
bar and the tickets (which must be purchased in advance) are
£7.50. (Ring 01694 723648/722644/7201013)
Hope Bowdler Village Hall. 7.30pm.
Acton Scott
‘Mao’s Last Dancer’ (12A) Tuesday 19th February.
If you want a terrific dance film with a great story, but do
not fancy the gothic horrors of ‘Black Swan’ then this one is
for you. Australian director Bruce Beresford’s film is about
a brilliant Chinese dancer who defects to the USA at the
height of the Cold War. In Mandarin Chinese with subtitles.
Acton Scott Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets on the door
£4, and £2 for anyone in full-time education. Enquiries to
01694 781260.

ome people of my age look back to
their early years and describe them
as ‘mis-spent youth’. One of the
ingredients of my own mis-spent youth,
(which I thoroughly enjoyed) was going to the cinema.
There, for sixpence, you could be entertained by Flash
Gordon, Abbott and Costello, or Goofy and Donald Duck,
as you built up your excitement for ‘the big picture’ which
would come next (after the ice-cream).
As you grew older, you realised that there is an even
bigger picture to be seen. Not on the flickering screen, but
on the flickering Cosmos of an evolving universe, in which
we all live and move and have our being. Scientists are
analysing the Cosmos by splitting the atom into smaller and
smaller particles, hoping to find the ultimate ‘big picture’ of
the universe where everything will be seen and understood.
It’s a bit like looking for the last piece of a jigsaw puzzle
to complete the picture. This ‘last piece’ has been called
the ‘God particle’, after which there would be no unsolved
problems or unanswered questions. But, in an evolving
universe, that’s a delusion, because everything is in motion
and constantly changing.
Anything ‘ultimate’ is not available to us. It’s not a
case of looking for the last piece of the jigsaw puzzle, but
recognising that we ourselves are actually part of that jigsaw
puzzle. We can’t stand outside the Cosmos and observe it
objectively. For we are part of the Cosmos and so we can
never see what we might be disposed to call the big picture.
A new kind of thinking is required. Scientists call it
Quantum Physics where the distinction between the observer
and the observed disappears; and everything (and everyone)
is connected, or perhaps a better word is ‘related’. If there is a
big picture to be seen, it can only be seen by God!
Donald Horsfield

S

Trivia Corner No 111
by Ken Willis

1. In which city is Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’ set?
2. What is recorded as the world’s longest mountain range?
3. What is the modern name for the Sandwich Islands?
4. Which modern Italian city does Mount Vesuvius stand over?
5. In which US state is Roswell?
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A Shropshire Lad and a Broken Stretton Heart - Part 2

I

Earlier in 1907 Edward had been fined for speeding
on his motorcycle through Church Stretton when for the
first time police, using synchronised stop-watches between
mileposts, recorded his average speed over the measured
mile in excess of 20mph. (Employing average speed
technology seems very modern, as does the dismissal on
a technicality of a fellow motorist similarly charged who
sent along his solicitor!) However, it is only now being
understood how important Lieutenant Hotchkiss was in
the field of aviation. In the two years previous to Edward’s
death, he had set various records. He was the first Army
person to take his pilot’s test in a biplane. He was the first
qualified pilot in Shropshire. Unfortunately, he would also
be the first aviator from Shropshire to be killed in an air
incident. His record and indeed his memory have been
largely forgotten, owing to the events experienced later in
the Great War.
At Edward’s inquest at Wolvercote, it was established
that the cause of the crash was due to the malfunction of a
release mechanism on the wing of his monoplane. At this
time the Army was still experimenting with changing the
attitude of the wing in flight. One significant outcome
of Edward’s death from which we have all benefitted was
in the verdict. The foreman of the jury made a statement
“We perceive that there is a very great danger to the public
arising from the use of these (air) machines, ... and in
the interests of the public, we think there ought to be a
Government enquiry into every case of an aviation disaster
..” The implementation of this request has resulted in

Edward was buried in the Hotchkiss family plot near the
porch of Stokesay Church. What Strettonians will not know
is that the most striking wreath among the three carriages
of wreaths, (and possibly the first such seen in the country),
was a large floral aeroplane with cross measuring 3 by 4
feet in length and marked with a plain card, ‘Winifred
Fitzsimmon’.
Alan Brisbourne. (brizzer1@hotmail.co.uk)
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Book Sale and Thanks

T

he book stall which Phyl and I held at the Railway
Society’s Open Day at the Silvester Horne Institute
(SHI) on Saturday 17th November raised £84 for
Mayfair. This was a very satisfactory result, especially as the
weather on the day was very wet. My sincere thanks are due
to the members of the Railway Society for their kindness in
letting us have a stall and for their help on the day.
My next full one day sale will be on Saturday 11th May
at the SHI when the usual large selection of books at bargain
prices will be available. The normal arrangements will apply
- the sale will be from 10am until 4pm and admission will be
50p for adults, with children free.
As always there will be a large collection of book bargains
for all types of reader and for all ages, with all books in good
condition. There will also be a selection of both CDs and
DVDs. I am collecting books and other items for this
sale. Books and other items can be left for me at Mayfair,
delivered to me at the above address, or I will collect if
necessary.
Tony Crowe 01694 723292
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aviation today becoming one of the safest forms of travel.
Edward’s death had one further implication. Clearly shaken,
the army would suspend use of monoplanes for the next
five months (as did the French), which in turn delayed
their development and deployment in favour of biplanes
above the Great War battlefields in the early months of the
conflict.
Edward had links with family in Church Stretton and
with a lady friend, Miss Winifred Fitzsimmon who lived
at Buxton House in All Stretton. Older Strettonians will
remember Miss Fitzsimmon; Mr John Evans recalls her
as being a very strait-laced lady. The return of Edward
Hotchkiss’ body to Stokesay was a major event and two
thousand people waited for the arrival of the railway carriage
bearing his coffin. He was given a full military funeral as
seen in the recently identified photograph, supplied by Ray
Farlow, showing the procession at Craven Arms.

February 2013

n October Focus, we learned of the death of the early
Shropshire aviator, Edward Hotchkiss from Craven
Arms, who was killed one hundred years ago on
September 10th 1912 when his new army monoplane
crashed at Wolvercote, Oxford. Edward, a manager at the
Army Flying School at Brooklands, was one of its most
experienced instructors, having taught many senior Army
and Navy officers to fly. As an army reservist, he had been
given an emergency brevet when he was needed in August
1912 to fly with an observer above army manoeuvres being
conducted on Salisbury Plain. Whilst other aviators had
been killed during this exercise, it was Edward’s death which
shook the Army. Edward was killed three days before the
formation of the Royal Flying Corps (RFC, which would
later evolve into the RAF). It is difficult to comprehend the
impact that the loss of the chief instructor must have had on
this new organisation.
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Arts Festival News
Drama at the Arts Festival

2013

school’s out @ the Arts Festival

T

he Arts Festival will welcome the fourth year of
school’s out this summer. school’s out was born out
of an idea to bring local youngsters into the Festival.
Since its opening year in 2010 around 60 young people
each year have enjoyed, and worked hard in, a four-day
workshop learning performing arts techniques. They then
put on a show for the Arts Festival in Church Stretton
School and played to a full house.

Since that formative start school’s out has been steadily
building momentum and this summer will see increasing
numbers of youngsters returning for their second, third and
even fourth years.
The school’s out workshops focus on singing, dancing
and acting, and are run by our group of five experienced
musical theatre coaches. Over the past years the coaches

National Trust Book Appeal
The National Trust still needs your books!!!!
We have had a very successful year selling second - hand book s at The Chalet Pavilion in The Carding Mill Valley.
Thank you so much to all those who have given books.
It gives so much pleasure to visitors, especially given the wet summer! And it helps raise funds for the Trust to spend here.
There is nothing like a good read in front of the fire when the weather is miserable.
Small amounts can be left with the tea-room staff or for collection please ring 01694 723068.
Janet Beaumont - Nesbitt
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have shown that they are more than capable of developing
the talents of all the school’s out youngsters. Whether the
young recruits have past experience or not is immaterial,
they all work and develop the show together.
So, school’s out is back again this summer. If you are
between 7 and 16 years old look out for the yellow flyers
in local schools during February. We are expecting a big
demand so don’t delay and miss the boat.
If you have any queries about school’s out please
contact Richard Carter on 01694 724106.

February 2013

offers a mix of entertainment for the
drama enthusiast: two very different
one person shows and an audience
with an actor and comedian who is well-known for his
role in the hit TV series of the 1970s and early 1980s ‘The
Goodies’ as well as taking part in the radio programmes ‘I’m
Sorry I’ll Read that Again’ and ‘I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue.’
For our first drama event, we are very pleased to welcome
back Alison Neil to perform her own entertaining and lively
one woman show: ‘The Shakespeare Ladies Club: Tales of
Georgian London.’ The show tells of life, as lived in the
highest and the lowest places in Georgian London, revealed
by Mrs Cowper de Grey and her guest. Mrs De Grey tells
the true story of a group of ladies in the mid-1700s who
were determined to make Shakespeare fashionable, and their
encounter with young would-be actor named David Garrick.
Her guest then tells her tale of a very different London, that
People of Quality would never see! Come along and get
carried away to Georgian London by Alison’s factual and
entertaining performance (mouse - skin eyebrows and all!).
In contrast, ‘An Audience with Tim Brooke-Taylor,
in conversation with Chris Serle’
promises to be a fun packed evening,
guaranteed to lift the spirits! Tim
will tell stories of his life and work,
delivering anecdotes interspersed
with video clips. He will recount tales
of university days, when his friends
included comedy legends Eric Idle,
Terry Jones and John Cleese. Tim will
describe how he directed Orson Welles
in a film, helped Sevvy Ballesteros
with his golf swing, appeared as Victor
Meldrew’s neighbour in ‘One Foot
in the Grave’ and much, much more. There will also be the
opportunity for members of the audience to put their questions
to this versatile actor and comedian.
Our final drama event of the season entitled ‘The
Last Man in Europe’ is written and performed by Michael
McEvoy. It portrays the extraordinary life of author George
Orwell, giving insight into experiences that inspired Orwell’s
writing. Interspersed within the play are paragraphs taken
from some of Orwell’s most famous books. The opening
scene is set in Ticklerton, where Orwell apparently spent
some holidays! Don’t miss the opportunity to see this
fine performance, “Michael McEvoy’s portrait of one of
Britain’s most important literary figures is a joy to watch.
Fascinating.” Paul Rhodes, The Scotsman.
Further details for these events and more are available
from www.strettonfestival.org
Gill Styles
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New Shropshire-based Search and Rescue Team

S

ome great news! A new dedicated Search and
Rescue team is being set up in Shropshire.
With our fantastic scenery combined with
the fact that Church Stretton was one of the first
towns to establish “Walkers Are Welcome”, this lifesaving
team will provide much needed backup to the emergency
services. WMSAR (Shropshire) will provide emergency
search and rescue cover for the whole of Shropshire along
with providing assistance to our neighbouring counties when
needed. The team consists entirely of volunteers from all
walks of life and the team will be ready and operational to
conduct lowland searches by April 2013.
WMSAR is a registered charity (no 1122651) which
currently has 29 volunteers based in Worcester and a further
13 registered volunteers to set up the Shropshire search
and rescue team. All volunteers have to supply
their own kit at cost. The Shropshire-based
volunteers are scattered all around the area.
I am based in Church Stretton with other
volunteers from Shrewsbury, Telford and the
surrounding area.
With HQ in Telford, West Midlands Search
& Rescue (WMSAR.org.uk) is the Association
of Lowland Search and Rescue allocated team
for the West Mercia Police region incorporating
Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Shropshire.
It is currently the only recognised team for
Land Search and Rescue for West Mercia Police.
WMSAR work in partnership with
Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue
Service, West Mercia Police and West Midlands
Ambulance Service across our operational area
to provide Search and Rescue services 24/7, 365
days of the year.
WMSAR have specialist Swiftwater Rescue
Teams trained to internationally recognised

standards for the rescue
of endangered persons or
animals, where there is a
significant risk from fast
moving or flood water incidents.
We fully understand that in a time of such austerity,
finding funds to donate to charities is difficult. Our
organisation relies upon charitable giving and receives no
government funding at all. If you or your business are in a
position to donate a sum of money, no matter how small, or
equipment / vehicle(s) etc. then please do get in touch. All
genuine donations are gratefully received.
Contact Alex Bodza 01694 722467
or e-mail alexbodza@gmail.com http://www.wmsar.org.uk
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Quaker Voice
Unprogrammed spoken ministry
ne of the peculiarities of Quaker worship
is that nobody decides beforehand on the
theme, focus, content, call it what you will,
of a Meeting for Worship. In Quaker speak we would
talk of an ‘unprogrammed meeting’. Not every Quaker
meeting around the world is like this; in the USA some
meetings are unprogrammed like ours in Britain, and
some are programmed. This means that someone has the
responsibility of deciding beforehand that this Bible passage
will be read and this hymn sung. Worldwide there are more
programmed meetings than unprogrammed.
The idea that a theme might just emerge, that one piece
of spoken ministry (someone saying something) might
grow out of what someone else contributed, probably seems
strange to outsiders. Relying on the Spirit to guide the
worship might be seen as rather leaving things to chance. We
would reply that deciding the format of the worship before
the meeting is constraining the Spirit. Perhaps an example of
two pieces of spoken ministry from a recent meeting would
give you a feel of a theme emerging.
Our doorbell is one of those battery-operated buttons

O
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that sends a signal to the bell that’s in the kitchen. When the
rain beats hard against the front of the house for any length
of time it doesn’t like it and stops working. We bring it into
the warmth of the house, it dries out and it starts working
again. But a doorbell is not much use inside the house, just
as faith is not much use if it only works inside the safety of
Meeting for Worship on a Sunday.
Later in the meeting another Friend said she felt
sympathy for the doorbell, outside in the cold and wet
being poked at by someone’s finger every five minutes. It
was important that it was able to come inside and dry out
its circuits. Meeting for Worship was much the same. It was
good to come somewhere safe to repair one’s circuits before
going back out into the world.
So what was the theme? Does it matter? For me it was
about the way worship and work in the world depend on
one another.
And the doorbell? It’s back outside working but it doesn’t
play its set tune, ‘Ding dong, ding dong.’ It randomly plays
any tune in its repertoire, Jingle Bells, Oh Susannah, or even
a dog barking!
Lesley Richards

18/01/2013 11:38

17

Acton Scott Patchwork and
Quilting Course
Make a Sampler Quilt - Tutor: Stephanie Jacobs

A

n eight week course that teaches you all the skills
needed to make a small sampler quilt. This will be
an ideal opportunity to learn different techniques
lthough vehicle crime is low across West Mercia, every in traditional patchwork, appliqué and quilting, and the
winter the Force receives a number of reports from
resulting beautiful sampler quilt will make a wonderful gift
drivers who have had their cars stolen after leaving
for someone special (if you can bear to part with it!). You
the engine running, while they wait in the warmth of their
will learn how to make a different block (design), how to
home for it to heat up and defrost the windscreen. Some
put the quilt together, place the borders on and the art of
vehicle owners nip inside for just a few seconds to collect a
quilting. The sampler quilt can be done by hand or machine
bag or finish the last mouthful of their breakfast coffee - but and the course is suitable for both beginners and the more
that’s all the time an opportunist thief needs. To ‘freeze out’ experienced.
the thieves, West Mercia Police advises motorists to clear
A list of what to bring will be sent out on booking a
windscreens with de-icer and a scraper and then sit in their
place. Stephanie will also bring a selection of fabrics for sale
vehicles while the heater de-mists the windscreen.
should you wish to purchase. Acton Scott will be closed
Drivers who ignore this advice are taking big risks.
to the public during the duration of this course so please
Thieves will drive around residential areas looking for likely remember to bring lunch with you. Coffee and tea will be
targets - when they spot a vehicle with its engine left running provided.
on a drive or outside a home, it’s there for the taking. One
This course runs every Thursday from Thursday 31st
person will be dropped off, get into the target vehicle and
January – Thursday 21st March. 10am – 3pm each day.
simply drive away. Many of the vehicles are never recovered, Cost: £220. To make a booking or for further information,
and some - especially high value models such as Mercedes,
phone 01694 781307
BMW and Audi - may be shipped overseas.
or email acton.scott.museum@shropshire.gov.uk
So, this winter, don’t give criminals an easy ride by
Stephanie Jacobs is a textile artist and tutor with a
leaving your car running unattended.
passion for rural crafts. She has achieved her City and Guilds
level 3 in Patchwork and Quilting.
Crime reported for Church Stretton Police Area - Dec 2012
Cold Mornings – Don’t give car thieves an easy ride!

A

Burglary; non-dwelling – Lion Meadow (1 crime)
Burglary; dwelling – Hazler Road (1 crime)
Burglary; non-dwelling – Rushbury (1 crime)
Theft of heating oil – Wall-under-Heywood (1 crime)
Theft of motor vehicle – Marshbrook (1 crime)
Criminal damage to motor vehicle – High Street (2 crimes)
Assault; detected – Lutwyche Road (1 crime)
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Church Stretton Local Police Team:
PS 1396 Adrian WOOLLEY
PC 1357 Damon PRESTON
CSO 6460 Ross O’NEIL
Volunteer Jayne CHARD
Volunteer Dan GORE

PACT public surgeries
Mayfair Café
Wednesday 6th February and Wednesday 27th February.
Both sessions start at 3pm.
Come and meet your Local Police Team
Web site: www.westmercia.police.uk
Facebook: Church Stretton Neighbourhood Watch
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
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Note to Contributors

Just a reminder to all our email contributors that
you should receive an acknowledgement from us for
anything you submit. If you have not received such an
acknowledgement within a couple of days, please phone
one of the editors to let us know.

StRETTON FOCUS

You can contact us in the following ways:
Emergency: 999
Non-emergency only: 101
Local Police Team message service: 01743 264777
or email - churchstretton.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
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Church Stretton School’s Trip to Jordan
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A

fter months of planning, fundraising and a few final
preparations 13 students and 3 members of staff from
Church Stretton School set off for a desert adventure
to Jordan. They over-nighted in London before flying to
Amman.

lots of bush tea. Because of the heat, distance and terrain the
trekking was a real challenge to everyone, but they supported
each other through the hard parts and worked as a team.
Sleeping under the stars, camp fires and experiencing
Bedouin traditions were some of the highlights, as well as
hidden caves and spotting the occasional
snake, lizard and wolf-tracks. A typical
evening meal would consist of chicken,
rice, soup and flatbreads.
An experience none of them will ever
forget was seeing one of the Seven Wonders
of the World. Having walked over the last
mountain, they turned a corner in the
rocks to be stunned by the beauty of Petra
and the majesty of the Rose Red city. (2012
marks the 200th anniversary of Petra’s
rediscovery in 1812.)
Dirty and dusty at the end of the trek,
but nevertheless feeling elated, the entire
team indulged in a long soak and massage
in a traditional Arabian hamman – bliss.
The final day was spent living the high
life – they moored a private boat on the coral
reef in Aquaba and swam, snorkelled and

During their first day they managed to tour Amman’s
Ancient Citadel and Amphitheatre. Art galleries, trendy
bars and cafés co-exist with ancient ruins and traditional
souks. Students also spent time organising food and
accommodation and coped with negotiations in Arabic and
revelled in the heat.
The day before their trek was spent in Dana Village at
the edge of the Great Rift Valley with spectacular views over
Wadi Araba. People have lived here for more than 6,000
years.
Early the next day the group made their way to the
Dead Sea to float and enjoy some relaxation, including
mud baths before embarking on a five-day trek through the
central Jordanian desert. A series of high rocky mountains
was separated by deep canyons. It was absolutely stunning;
very dry, not sandy and not flat. They walked 10-15 miles
each day and wild-camped in beautiful locations. They
climbed mountains, descended into deep wadis and drank

sun bathed. Before
they knew it, it was
the final evening
and back in Amman
they celebrated a
fantastic time with
an Arabian meal
before the flight
home.
This trip to
Jordan was an
amazing experience
in an historically
fascinating country
that none of the
team will ever
forget.
Susan Fletcher

The Future of our National Health Service

T

he Church Stretton Community Group has arranged
a public talk to explain some of the huge ongoing
changes that are taking place to our NHS, which
include:
• the disbanding of the Primary Care Trust
• the advent of the Clinical Commissioning Groups
• a demise of ShropDoc
• creation of the call-centred NHS Direct 111
• Shropshire’s new NHS Community Trust
• community hospitals and services
• community matrons / case manager roles
• doctors & hospitals being asked to work at weekends
• safeguarding the NHS from privatisation
• more patient and public involvement
• improved care for the elderly
• more consultation with members of the public
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The main speaker will be Dr Caron Morton, a Ludlow
GP, who heads up the Shropshire Clinical Commissioning
Group. She will be accompanied by Mrs Bharti Patel-Smith,
the Director of Governance and Involvement on the Group:
both will be willing to answer questions at the end.
The talk will be held at the Parish Centre at 2.00pm
on Wednesday 13th February and will be followed by light
refreshments. All are welcome.
Admission and refreshments are free but donations to
cover the Community Group’s expenses will be gratefully
received.
John Woolmer, 01694 751245
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Amnesty International Group
Group Meeting ‘Human Rights Issues for
Lesbian and Gay People’:
Wednesday 13th February at 7.30pm at
Silvester Horne Institute. For details ring David
Owen 01694 722525 davelse@btinternet.com
Love is a human right
Amnesty is working to expose human rights abuses
targeted towards individuals who are gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgender or intersex. We challenge governments and

authorities to fulfill their responsibility to protect LGBT
people from such abuses. We are particularly concerned about
the proposed Anti-Homosexuality Bill in Uganda. This could
mean anyone suspected of having consensual sex with someone
of the same sex is sentenced to spend their whole life in prison.
Being gay is already a crime in Uganda and if this Bill
is passed, already rife hate crime and discrimination against
LGBTI individuals and activists in Uganda will become
entrenched in law.
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Catholic Voice

I

have recently joined a bible study group which has been
looking at St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. This has been
quite an eye-opener. Firstly, I have developed a much
better understanding of what Paul is telling the Ephesians
and consequently, us. Secondly, I have been fascinated by
the different translations of the New Testament that we
each have. What is unclear from one text becomes clearer
in another. So through these various readings we can tease
out Paul’s meaning. Furthermore, as we come from three
different churches we often see Paul’s words from a different
point of view. We are all finding this diversity of view point
and text very useful in understanding this letter. So diversity
in Christian outlook would appear to be a good thing.
However, we then got onto chapter two where we read
“… you who used to be so far apart have been brought very
close, by the blood of Christ. For he is the peace between us, and
has made the two into one and broken down the barrier which
used to keep them apart ……”.
Oh dear! That doesn’t seem to be reflected in the many
different churches we have today! Perhaps we should be
learning to live and pray together, as Paul encourages us.

This is certainly one of the aims of Churches
Together in the Strettons. One way of furthering
this aim is by the Lent groups which give people
from all congregations, an opportunity to meet
people from different churches and to share views. You may be
surprised to find how similar our views are.
We are encouraged to give up something for Lent every
year as part of our preparation for Easter. This year why not
give up some time and join a Lent group? I can assure you
from past experience that you will receive a warm welcome
and a receptive ear for your views. You will find details of the
2013 Lent groups in another article in this month’s Focus.
So when you see the forms on the chairs at Mass pluck up
courage, pick up a pen and sign up for what I am sure you
will find to be an enjoyable and informative experience. And
as Paul continues in Ephesians 2
“all grow into one holy temple in the Lord; and you too,
in him , are being built into a house where God lives, in the
Spirit”.
So let us all build and grow together!
Dick Ward

Lent Groups 2013

B

David Winter draws on the Bible as he shows us where we
can find strength and encouragement in these turbulent times
of the 21st century. This course brings a message of hope
through a series of sessions entitled “The God who hears our
cry”, “The Shepherd who guides and guards his people”, “The
Son who is the Way, the Truth and the Life”, “The God who
shares our pain” and “The God who calms our fears”.
We look forward to meeting lots of people at these
groups and hope that you will find them an enjoyable and
stimulating ecumenical event.
Dick and Janet Ward

Methodist Voice

Feb 2013 mag.indd 13

Recent months have again illustrated this fact
quite vividly when it has become more immersed
in worrying about its own survival as an organisation than its
true purpose.
We are told that the decline in folk attending church in this
country continues its downward spiral with no signs of this trend
coming to a halt. The period of Lent approaches later this month,
leading us to the triumph of Christ’s resurrection on Easter Day.
Before a resurrection a death is required. I would suggest
that if the church continues to worry about maintenance
over mission, then a long lingering death may occur. I cannot
really believe that this is God’s plan for his church in this
country, that it has to experience death before resurrection.
What do you think?
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Maintenance over Mission ?
We are all tempted …..I was over the Christmas period and
have spent the first month of the new year trying to rid myself
of 8lbs that quite mysteriously crept about my person. New Year
resolutions have come and gone but the temptations remain.
We read in the Bible that Christ was tempted. The
Church must also expect to be tempted. The temptations
of Christ as described, were quite subtle. Christ was sinless.
The Church is not. The Church must therefore always have
a penitential attitude, ie always turning back to Christ’s
teachings, judging its actions in the light of the gospels.
The Church has one purpose in my opinion, to be the sign
of God’s love for all, believer or non-believer alike. However, it
is so easy for the Church to lose sight of its purpose.

February 2013

y the time you read this, Lent will be almost upon
us. Ash Wednesday falls on 13th February this year.
However there is still time to join one of the Lent
Groups that are being organised by Churches Together in
the Strettons. Forms for joining these groups are available in
churches so that people can be allocated to groups. If you have
not received one of these forms it is not too late. Please phone
Dick or Janet Ward (01694 725571) and we will do our best
to fit you into the group that is most convenient for you.
This year we are studying the latest of the popular York
Courses, entitled “Glimpses of God”. In this course, Canon
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Walks in Montgomeryshire
Pennant Melangell [4 – 5 hours. Maps Lr125 or Ex 239]
The church at the tiny hamlet of Pennant Melangell,
dedicated to Saint Melangell, is the focal point of this walk.
[To view the waterfall only, drive to the church at Pennant
and follow the instructions from there].
My walk started at the car park in Llangynog. Instead
of going up the road sign-posted to Pennant, I walked back
over the bridge, and took the road on my right, by the old
chapel. After about 1½ miles, the Pererindod Melangell
Walk comes in from the left.

I climbed up through three fields, with distant glimpses
of the waterfall, to emerge onto an open hill. The path
to the waterfall is sign-posted to the left. I followed it,
bearing right at a fork, along a wide well-defined path,
climbing gently, for about a mile, with good views over to
the waterfall. (Was this once a trail over the Berwyns?) The
path ends abruptly at a gully.
From here, barely discernible tracks contoured around
the hill, through heather and bracken, to a rocky outcrop
looking down on the head of the falls and over the
surrounding hills. (This bit was quite challenging, and could
be left out).
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I followed it along the lovely valley floor (turning left at
a ‘T’), over a couple of small bridges and what looks like a
boundary dyke, to reach the church at Pennant.
I stopped here quite a while to enjoy my lunch and to
absorb the peace and quiet of this ancient place.

I returned down to the fork in the path, and turned
sharp right to follow an ill-defined track along the fence
line towards the waterfall. Where the fence ends there was
a good view of the waterfall, but this was as close to it as I
could get.
I returned to
Pennant church the way
I had come, for a short
rest after my waterfall
exertions
Back to Llangynog
I left Pennant over a
stile in the corner of the
car park, and followed
the path (bearing right
away from the river
Tanat) past LlechweddPennant Melangell is set in Cwm Pennant, a beautiful
y-Garth. The path leads
wide green valley protected by the surrounding hills. Legend says
down a lane, over stiles
that Prince Brochwel was hunting at Pennant when a hare,
and pasture, to come out on a road.
pursued by hounds, took refuge under the dress of a young lady
I turned left for what seemed a long mile back to
at prayer. She told the prince that she had fled here for refuge.
Llangynog. Just before the village a footpath sign on the left
He was so impressed by Melangell’s goodness that he gave her the leads into a field overlooking the village and the hills beyond.
valley, where she founded a religious community.
This secluded spot ensured peace for the St Melangell’s
Nunnery, and has been a place of tranquillity and meditation
for countless pilgrims over the centuries. The church, typical
of rural Montgomeryshire churches, and on the site of the
Nunnery (very possibly itself on the site of an old Druidic place
of worship), contains Saint Melangell’s grave and her twelfth
century shrine.
(If you don’t want to continue to the waterfall, miss out this
next bit and return to Llangynog as described later).
Path to waterfall and back
Continuing along the road past the church for a few hundred
yards, a sign-posted stile on my right directed me to the waterfall.
This section was rather more arduous than I had expected.
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Mayfair News
Refurbished Catering Facilities
You are invited to look at our refurbished facilities
and sample healthy cakes and smoothies on Tuesday 19th
February 2.30-4.30pm. The afternoon will include a Book
Sale (courtesy of Tony Crowe) including children’s books,
biographies and hard back fiction.
Is 2013 a special year for you? Do you have an
anniversary or special birthday? Or perhaps it would just be
nice to have a get together with friends or family or both.
The only thing is our living rooms and kitchens are often
not quite big enough for a special gathering but at Mayfair
we have a very comfortable ‘home from home lounge’ and
a large kitchen which can be used for self-catering, hired
caterers or we may be able to cater for you.
Please come along and enjoy some ‘healthy’ cake (recipes
provided) and have a look at our facilities for yourself - no
obligation! We will be on hand to answer any queries or
requests you may have and you can pick up some books
while you are there!
Our New Shop
The New Shop at Mayfair is a great addition to the
Centre where you can purchase handcrafted cards, nearly
new books, gifted items, locally made crafts and textiles. (We
welcome donated items please, especially those unwanted
Christmas gifts!) The items in the shop are donated or made
by a group of very skilled and dedicated volunteers. All
proceeds from the shop support the vital work of the centre.
Whilst you are in the Centre why not stop for a coffee

or have lunch, give yourself a day off
from cooking!
Local Artists
Each month Mayfair will feature
the work of a local artist or craft
person either in our display cabinet,
adjacent to the shop, or larger works will be hung in the Café.
Our local artist for February is Stevie Walker, a well
known embroiderer from Cardington, Do take a look at her
beautiful work at wwwsteviewalker.com and see the variety
of crafts she makes. If you are a local artist and would like to
exhibit in Mayfair, please contact Sue Wood or Meg Bacon
at Mayfair on 01694 722077
Meditation
Have you ever wanted to try meditation but not known
where to start?
Do you find it difficult keeping up a practice on your
own?
Would you like to feel healthy, calm and centred?
Would you like to bring more joy into your life?
There are small meditation groups, meeting fortnightly,
which will give you an opportunity to explore what
meditation is, by doing it! There will be guidance on different
methods and some exploration of what meditation is.
Meetings take place every other Tuesday from 11.30am 12.30pm at Mayfair Community Centre.
Contact Sue Lean for further details or to book a place.
Tel: 01743 719438 (e-mail: sue@suelean.co.uk)
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SHI Events

December

He is regarded by many as Britain’s finest folk fiddler,
who has inspired many musicians, over five decades.
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From his early work with the Ian Campbell Folk Group
and his groundbreaking time with Fairport convention,
he continued to be at the forefront of the British folk
movement. Dave has played with many well known people
in the folk world including John Kirkpatrick who played at
The Horne in September 2012, and received many awards.
He has recently been touring Britain, Europe and Australia,
with his new band Swarbs Lazarus.
“His fiddle flits and swoops like a swallow in full
flight…both his sense of humour and cavalier instinct are
intact”. (FROOTS)
Swarb together with another veteran British Folk artist
Martin Carthy celebrated their 70th birthdays on stage at
Sidmouth Folk Week, July 2011.
Tickets £8 are available in advance from Burway Books,
John Thomas Florist, or Church Stretton T.C. office. Or on
the door £9.
Friday 12th April
Worcester high energy Celtic Irish folk rock band Hagglebag
take the floor. More details in the next edition of Focus.
For more information on these events please contact Mike
on 01694 720132.
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Friday Nights At The Horne
Saturday 2nd February,
Yes Saturday not Friday!
Real- life allotment holders Jo Stephenson and Dan
Woods are bringing their horticultural review “Can You
Dig It?” to Church Stretton. Jo, botanical name, ‘Femina
ukulele’, tall with trailing foliage produces abundant crops of
original comic songs, thrives in the warm moist conditions
of cabaret venues, and her music has featured on Radio4.
Dan, botanical name, ‘Accordionus’, described as an
attractive hardy annual, crisp shade-tolerant variety is a
favourite for his year round output of delicious comedy.
This event is supported by Arts Alive
Friday 8th March
We are very fortunate to have the company of the
legendary singer song writer Dave Swarbrick.
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Local Council Elections 2013
EARLY REMINDER : 2nd May 2013 will see elections
being held for the Town Council and Shropshire Council.
Please see separate article in this edition of Focus on the
timetable for these elections and how you can get involved.
Budget/Council Tax 2013/14
At the time of writing this has not been finalised as the
Town Council is awaiting final figures from Government
(via Shropshire Council) on the Tax Base for 2013 and level
of grant. The Town Council had been on course to set a
nil increase for 2013/14 but because of Government’s new
way of calculating the Tax Base (upon which your council
tax is calculated) due to re-allocation of housing benefits,
this would mean a 6.5% increase in a Band D Council tax
even though the precept remained the same as for 2012/13.
However, it is hoped that a grant being made to Shropshire
Council by Central Government will be apportioned out to
the Town and Parish Councils in Shropshire to help alleviate
this unacceptable increase. Full details will be available on
the town website and in the Council office window as soon
as this information has been received and the figures agreed
by the Town Council.
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Shop Front Design Guide
The Town Council has now formally adopted a
‘Shop Front Design Guide’ which is a guide to assist local
businesses in giving the town an identity worthy of its
status in the South Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB). Shropshire Council will now use
it as material consideration when considering a planning
application in the town centre.
Market Towns Revitalisation (MTR) Programme
The Town Council has held meetings with the
Chamber of Trade and local businesses to discuss the grant
available from the MTR fund to improve their premises.
The opportunity was also taken to explain the Shop Front
Guide and the ethos behind it. Expressions of interest forms
regarding the MTR grant were due to be received from
businesses before the end of January to enable them to be
assessed and full applications submitted.
Gateway and other signs: Work is in progress for the town
location maps and leaflets and a design for the railway station
signs, incorporating the AONB logo, has been agreed.
Revision of Place Plan and Town Plan
Meetings have taken place with Shropshire Council and
the consultation with residents is being planned. Details
of the consultation process/timetable will be publicised
in Focus, on the Website, in the local press and on notice
boards around the town.
Parking Issues
The ‘double issue tickets’ initiative commenced early
December and has proved successful – please continue to
look out for shops showing the ‘Park, Shop, Save’ stickers as
you will be able to claim back your 50p parking fee if you
spend £10 or more in one of those shops.
Unfortunately, the survey carried out by Shropshire
Council to ascertain the usage of the Easthope Road/Lion
Meadow Car Park on a Thursday and Sunday showed that
parking was virtually double on a Thursday and so SC will
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be leaving free parking on a Sunday. The Town Council
was disappointed at this outcome and will ask for a further
survey to be carried out in the summer.
SAMDev
Meetings have taken place with residents representing
different areas of the town, together with representatives
from AONB, National Trust and Civic Society. Shropshire
Council’s timetable has slipped and a ‘Position Statement’ was
issued by them which can be viewed on the town website.
Market Charter – 800 years Celebrations 2014
The Heritage Group is working closely with the Town
Council on formulating a three-day event - planned for
Friday 20th June 2014 to Sunday 22nd June 2014. This is
still in the early stages of planning and funding is currently
being sought. The Town Council would like to thank the
Heritage Group and in particular, Cllr Mike Walker, for
working so hard in trying to get this celebration together.
Coppice Leasowes Local Nature Reserve
The Council has agreed to some pleaching work in order
to maintain the hedges and encourage wildlife. The working
group has now recruited several volunteers to helping the
maintenance and upkeep of this reserve, in conjunction with
our Town Council outdoor staff.
Conservation Areas
The Town Council is discussing with Shropshire Council
the possibility of extending the town’s Conservation Area
to include part of the East side of the town. Discussions are
at an early stage and residents will be consulted before any
decision has been made.
Water problems
Concerns regarding the water problems in Watling Street
South have been reported and discussed with Shropshire
Council and the Environment Agency. The Town Council
is pressing for proper mapping of the water courses on
the hillsides, as an analysis of the hydrology would help in
supplying accurate information for any proposed future
development. Shropshire Council, as a result of the Town
Council’s intervention, is carrying out dye-testing and other
investigations in order to identify and rectify the cause of the
problems being experienced.
Planning Issues
All plans can now be accessed on line at www.shropshire.
gov.uk
There is also a link on the Town Website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk) to the Shropshire Council planning portal.
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Chairman

Trivia Answers
1. Verona
2. The Andes
3. Hawaii
4. Naples (Napoli)
5. New Mexico
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Letters
Skate park
In his letter in your January edition Tom
Beaumont selectively answered a few of the questions
I had raised in the previous edition. Let me reiterate
I was not criticising improvements to other excellent
facilities in our town, such as Mayfair or Silvester
Horne; these are great but don’t appeal to most older
teenagers, who are also a vital part of our community.
I ask again in plain English my previous questions,
which Mr Beaumont conveniently ignored:
Who is funding the temporary ramp you mentioned
back in November and where is it?
Exactly when will the replacement be built and exactly
how much money does the town council intend to contribute?
Why are parents expected, yet again, to raise the money
to build a replacement, and why did the council fail to
contribute enough money to build a facility to last (ie
concrete) in the first place?
So CS Town Council, now you’ve spent £225,000 on
projects which have an ‘economic development recovery
element’, perhaps you could find the funds to spend on a
skate park built to last. Your chairman states: “I would love
to have allocated money for a new skate park facility.” So
what’s stopping you? You’ve had four years to put funds aside
for this project!
Please stop hiding behind red tape and contrived political
jargon such as “increased footfall and spend” or “economic
development recovery element” and look after our kids
now!! We all contribute to Council funds, it’s public money
after all, so please spend it on all age groups in the town,
including teenagers.
By the way, even if I could squeeze past the crowds of
tourists gazing with admiration at the new ‘Gateway signs’
I am far too busy actually interacting and working with our
teenagers to attend town council meetings.
Does anyone else out there care about this issue? If so
please speak out!
Chris Bolton, Musician, teacher, parent and disgruntled 2009
skatepark fund raising team member

Art Exhibition Donation.

A successful first Christmas Art Exhibition by three
Stretton artists in November has resulted in a £350
donation to Hope House Children’s Hospice.
Works by the three artists - Judy Osborne, Stewart
Rankine and Daphne Rankine - were on show at All
Stretton Village Hall on Sunday, November 25, when
proceeds from refreshments, a raffle for works by the
artists and a donation from the day’s sales contributed to
the Hospice fund.
The artists would like to thank everyone who helped
to make the day such a success, and for contributing
towards the on-going needs of the Hospice.
Colin Osborne

StRETTON FOCUS
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I have only just seen the article ‘Bishop of
Wolverhampton Immigration Discussion’ in your December
2012 edition. Why did Ann Cooke resort to the comments
that are more typical of the Daily Mail, to promote
attendance at a meeting on immigration? Even if she wrote
with tongue-in-cheek, she risked fomenting bigotry with
her choice of expressions. For example, her comment
that we are “sheltered from mixing with immigrants in
the Strettons” implies that we face some sort of danger.
How does she know who the immigrants are? Does she
include the many Europeans who have been moving
here for centuries or is she thinking only those whose
skin colour reveals their ancestry? Why did the Bishop of
Wolverhampton agree to take part in the meeting in the first
place? And why did the Methodist Church lend its name to
such an event?
Mike Brogden
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Ragleth Drains
I refer to the Ragleth Road drainage work and road
reconstruction carried out in November/December last year
by Enterprise.
As a resident living immediately at the site of the work
I would like to say how hard working the men have been,
showing infinite patience, being helpful and courteous at
all times and even assisting in an emergency with an elderly
neighbour where the ambulance was required.
Unlike many car and van drivers who, ignoring the work
being carried out, continued to drive up and down the road
and pavement at a speed which was a danger to pedestrians
and neighbours such as myself leaving our properties.
This meant the men continually having to move their
machines, therefore delaying the work.
As an alternative route the bridleway had been prepared
by them with hogging to a smooth surface, and is wide
enough and has sufficient headroom for most vehicles. We
have driven up and down this route ourselves.
Notices had been distributed with information of
this. So please, drivers, show a little patience, decency and
common sense to your fellow men.
Anne Young

Wheelchairs, footpaths and dogs
Mention of gates replacing stiles for ramblers
to cross the railway line north of Church Stretton is
interesting (December issue).
However, remembering that wheelchairs and
cross-country mobility scooters won’t go through
‘kissing gates’ (or over stiles) it is important to cater
for the disabled, who otherwise cannot use the footpaths.
Recently Shropshire Council has replaced stiles across
our land with fully opening wicket gates, to allow the
disabled to have access to the countryside, either in mobility
4X4s (buggies) or wheelchairs.
So, if gates are to be provided instead of stiles,
Councillors, please don’t replace with ‘kissing gates’ that
are of no use to disabled people, who now have freedom of
movement, but because of outdated ideas are denied access
to footpaths.
And whilst on the subject of footpaths, there have been
several dog attacks on sheep on Wilderley and Cothercott
Hills, so dogs must be kept on leads when crossing farmland.
Farmers do have the right to shoot any dog worrying
sheep, and the term ‘worrying’ includes what owners may see
as being ‘playful’, or simply chasing them around.
Stressed ewes may lose lambs, or die of shock, if
frightened by dogs they don’t know other than their own
shepherd’s animals.
W F Kerswell
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Morning after 2012

T

his year’s walk was a great success with over 360
taking part and raising over £1,400 for local charities.
After weeks of rain, the first day of 2013 and the
Morning After fun run/walk in Church Stretton was blessed
with sunshine even a little frost on the cars. 200 runners
and 160 walkers took part in the 14th Morning After charity
event of over five
miles for runners
and three miles for
walkers. The majority
of entrants were from
Shropshire.
As in the past,
the route contoured
the lower slopes
of the Longmynd.
Most walkers were
well wrapped up
and some runners
dispensed with shorts
to wear leg covering
and an extra vest.
Several taking part
were in fancy dress
including a penguin
which caused a lot
of amusement as the
Mike Burton waddled around in the outfit restricted leg
penguin outfit.
movement!
All the paths,
tracks and open country side were a little wet but otherwise
ideal for the event. All returned safely, for soup and roll and
trophy presentation at the Church Stretton Social Club. No
injuries were reported.
The winning runner, who also came first last year, was
Mercia Veteran, Paul Jones from Oswestry in a time of 30.57
(last year 31.08). Paul was followed home by Charlton Veery
(32.51).

The first lady, (last four years winner), was Alison Lavender
from Oswestry in 34.31 (Last year 34.41) followed by Mel
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Winning Ladies – Jane Rowlands,
Alison Lavender and Mel Price.
Price (Mercia) in 34.50 (36.41). First Veteran Woman was
Jane Rowland (41.34) followed by Shropshire Shuffler runner
Suzy Pyne (44.52). The first, Veteran man was Ed Davies,
(Mercia), repeating last four years success in a time of 35.02
(33.32). The first local man was Colin Lancaster in 35.54.
The first junior boy was Ben Ashcroft – Shrewsbury AC
in 34.04 and the first girl was Megan Lloyd – Loughborough
University in 38.37
The organisers wish to thank Church Stretton & District
Club for accommodating the event and the hardy walkers
and runners for their regular support which raised a total of
£1,400 + which will be divided between local charities yet to
be nominated
The fun event has now become firmly established as
one of the regulars in the fun running/walking calendar
so we look forward to repeating the event again next year
on Wednesday 1st January 2014 – so start that New Year’s
resolution and begin training now!
John Corfield

Sport, Leisure and Culture in the Community

StRETTON FOCUS
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During January to April the badminton club is
launching adult beginners/improvers sessions. These are in
addition to the two established junior group sessions. The
idea is to promote new adult or lapsed-adult involvement
in badminton: the Nations favourite racquet sport that can
be enjoyed at all levels of ability and disability. This follows
Badminton England’s initiative to Be Prepared; Be Inspired;
Be Proud with ‘BADMINTON FOR ALL’. This will give
opportunities for progression, and integration of junior and
adult sessions.
Older residents are not forgotten. During February, and
in co-operation with Mayfair Community Centre, sessions
of free fun, sport and leisure are to be held at the Leisure
Centre. Older members of the community are invited to get
their body and mind moving by trying badminton, inclusive
zone basketball, boccia and possibly curling. Other activities
may follow.
For all sessions of sporting initiatives, sports wheelchairs
are available following generous sponsorship from the
Badminton Club, Rotary, Round Table and the Freemasons.
See separate posters for details, dates and times, or
contact Alan Fox on 01694723865/07977 060303
or email: alandavidfox@live.co.uk
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T

he sport leisure and cultural legacy continues
into 2013, CS Badminton Club, CS School and
Teme Leisure CS continuing with their promotion
of community sport following the successful Church
Stretton Community Games in the past Olympic year. The
Community Games are likely to be repeated in 2014. A
feedback survey of organisations who took part in 2012 is
very encouraging. The consensus is that Community Games
should be held every two years. The full results are available
for anyone who is interested.
Alan Fox, one of the organisers of the games, who has
been coaching junior badminton on a volunteer basis in
Church Stretton for 36 years, says “We are lucky to have
such a wealth of sporting, leisure, and cultural opportunities
in Church Stretton. Amongst other sports and leisure
facilities the badminton club junior sessions continue to
be very popular. Church Stretton School will be working
to expand on the incredibly successful programme of
curriculum sport and after school clubs and Teme Leisure
will continue to promote their varied programme of
activities.” The co-operation between the school, Teme
Leisure, and the community continues with two further
initiatives for the early part of 2013.

18/01/2013 11:38

Football for the Over 60s
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C

hurch Stretton is one of the pioneering
towns in the country that has launched
a brand new way of keeping fit and
having fun at the same time. ‘Walking football’
is an activity for older people who retain an
interest in a young people’s game but are ‘not as fit and
mobile as they used to be’! The most important rule of the
game is that you are not allowed to run – only walk. If the
referee perceives a player to be breaking out into even a jog, a
free kick is then awarded against the offender.
The game
A match is played by two teams each consisting of not
less than 4 players. Depending on the size of the pitch,
the number of players could be up to 11-a-side. The basic
compulsory equipment of a player is footwear and trainers
are usually worn. Each match is controlled by a referee
who has full authority to enforce the Laws of the Game.
The referee stops, suspends or terminates the match for any
infringement of the laws. He or she also acts as timekeeper.
The local game is now ‘up and running’ (or should that be
‘up and walking’?) in the ideal setting of the Church Stretton
Leisure Centre. The environment and surface are perfect for
competition and skills to be maintained or developed. It was
a pleasure to talk with players who have been participants in
early matches.

Player’s views
John Davies thought that the game was fine and fun to
play. It was 55 years since John last played in a team. As an 85
year old, he confessed to losing a bit of speed since his youth!
Andrew Morton discovered that the number of players in a side
was important. He preferred a team with a full complement as
there was less strain on legs the more players were in the team.
“Playing indoors is a big advantage to playing outdoors”, said
Andrew, “as you can make full use of the walls and prevent the
need to retrieve the ball from long distances”. John Vine sees
the game as one enjoyable way of getting fit.

sport where having fun and socialising are prime objectives.
Other towns that have taken-up the game include Scarborough,
Preston, Salisbury and Colchester. As far as I am aware, Church
Stretton is the first market town to stage the game.

The opportunity
If you used to play football but now find the pace too
fast, or even if you never had the chance to play before,
‘walking football’ could be the perfect introduction.
Church Stretton Leisure Centre is an ideal venue. Should
you be interested in discovering more information about
The town
this opportunity, please contact Ken Willis (724957)
‘Walking football’ is a brand new concept in helping people
Man on the Touchline
over 60 years to rediscover their fitness. The game is a non-contact
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butter, ½ oz of the sugar, the lemon zest,
cinnamon and nutmeg for 15 minutes
until the apples are soft enough to beat
into a puree. Melt the remaining butter
in the frying pan over a low heat and
add the breadcrumbs and the remaining
sugar. Toss until the crumbs are coated
and continue tossing while you fry the
breadcrumbs to a golden brown. Spread one third of the
crumbs into the greased dish and add half of the apple puree
in an even layer. Add another third of the breadcrumbs and
another layer of the remaining apple. Then finish with a
layer of crumbs. Bake in the oven for 20 minutes until the
top is crisp and golden. Serve hot either plain, with custard,
cream or ice cream. “Sure is swell”
‘Her Ladyship’

StRETTON FOCUS

Apple Brown Betty
This recipe was found in a very old Early American
Cookbook that I have had since 1954. Research shows that
it is not known who Betty was, but assumes that it was the
originator of the dish. It is an old New England recipe. Very
good too.
Ingredients:
5 cooking apples (peeled, cored and chopped)
4 oz butter
3½ oz Demerara or soft brown sugar
½ tsp ground cinnamon
finely grated zest of one lemon
a pinch of ground nutmeg
8 oz fresh breadcrumbs
Method:
Preheat oven to 180C(350 F) (Gas 4). Lightly grease a
2 pint oven-proof dish. Cook the apples with a ½ oz of the
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Recipe of the Month
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Christmas lights in Church Stretton

B

y the time you read this, the Christmas Festivities
2012 in Church Stretton will be a distant and
hopefully happy memory. Our town had a tree over
every shop, street lights and a ‘Tree of Lights’ and also Carols
in the Square. You might think, as I once did, that the elves
come in the night and do all the work. But no - it’s down to
a dedicated team of volunteers – just as you might expect in
Church Stretton.
But how did it come about that our town has such a
wonderful display of seasonal decorations? Well it all began
in about 1985 when a visitor went into Stretton Menswear
(now Pepper’s in Sandford Avenue). He commented that
the town’s Christmas decorations were poor. He jokingly
reminded the proprietor David Pepper that the war was over
and the black-out regulations had been lifted. “Do you have
a Chamber of Trade?” he asked.
This none too subtle hint produced a reaction. A team
was assembled which included Gary Hughes, Dave Mitchell,
David Pepper, Bernard Richardson, Don Rogers, John
Thomas and Stuart Wright. A new era was begun and the
Christmas Lights Committee was born.
David Pepper handed his axe on to his son Richard who
now co-ordinates the work, but Gary, Don, John and Stuart
are still actively involved in transforming the town centre
every Christmas.
About 20 years ago Church Stretton Rotary Club started
to help the Chamber of Trade with the enterprise and to this
day provide a significant part of the workforce when the big
tasks happen in October and November. All the bulbs (about

1,000) are cleaned and tested by
John Thomas and the elves in his
shop. Several Sunday mornings are
allocated to preparing 110 small
trees and installing them, erecting
the strings of lights across the
streets and wiring it all up. Then about 6th January they all
come down, to be carefully boxed, labelled and stored for
next Christmas.
So how is it all organised and paid for? The Chamber
of Trade manages the campaign. The shopkeepers and
businesses make a financial contribution and many
generously pay for the electricity to power the lights - not
insignificant these days. The Rotary Club contributes
annually to the funds and the Town Council provides
support. Stevens Landscapes (Matthew) donates the big tree
and Ian Beaver from Shropshire Building Supplies erects it.
A cherry picker is hired for the high work and Brian Evans is
the electrician.
For the last 14 Christmases the Tree in the Square has
been the focal point of the Rotary Tree of Light appeal,
organised by Leo Williams. Donations to Shropshire
charities are dedicated to loved ones who are commemorated
on a board beneath the tree and in the local press.
Singing carols with families and friends around the
tree in the Square is a magical way to start the Christmas
celebrations. We hope to see you there again next year.
Colin McIntyre
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
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Trees for the Jubilee

S

ix more trees will be planted to commemorate the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee along the Millennium hedge on
Shrewsbury Road in February or March this year. The first
six trees were planted in All Stretton last December including
one near the approach to Batch Valley and the village hall.
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We invite you to
SING OUR SONGS on Saturday 16th February 2013
We propose to brighten up a dark winter’s evening with a
couple of hours of cheerful music and singing with The
Shropshire Strummers. Come and join us.
The Strummers will lead us at the Church Stretton Club
starting at 7.30pm. Tickets £5.00 each including delicious
refreshments: drinks available at the bar.
Tickets available from:
John Thomas, Florist; Brian & Alison Bradley 722138
Richard & Jill Turner Jones 724371
Please buy your tickets in advance so that we know how
many people we are catering for.
Advance Notice
We shall hold our Fish & Chip Supper on Saturday 2nd
March
The Silvester Horne Institute
7.15 p.m. for 7.30 p.m.

Well, Entertaining Elephants has now re-opened after
a major refurbishment and, as we mentioned in an earlier
issue, under new management. We are happy to say that
the ethos of the shop remains the same, and that those of
us who like to save plastic by refilling our 5 litre bottles of
laundry liquid etc will be able to continue to do so. There
will no longer be greetings cards on sale, but more or less
everything else will still be available. The shop looks very
different with the till in its new position, and everything
looks very light and airy. Do go in and see for yourself.
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The project has been organised by the Church Stretton Tree
Group and three of the trees, wild service trees, have been supplied
through funding from the Big Tree Plant. The photograph shows
the Mayor, Tom Beaumont, and Hilary Hymas, chair of the Tree
Group with one of the newly planted trees.
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Shopping in The Strettons
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Local Council Elections 2013

2

013 heralds the elections for Town and Parish
Councils, as well as Shropshire’s Unitary Councillors.
Anyone interested in serving their community needs
to be aware of the key dates for submitting nomination
papers. This short article concentrates on the ‘grass roots’
level of local government – ie your Town Council, although
the key dates are the same for both Town and Unitary
elections.
There are certain criteria you will need to meet to
enable you to stand for election, such as being a resident
of the Parish (or within three miles of the Parish) and/
or working in the Parish – a full list is included in the
information pack with the nomination papers.
Church Stretton Town Council is made up of 13
councillors representing the following four wards:
Little Stretton (which includes Minton and Hamperley)
• TWO Councillors
All Stretton
• TWO Councillors
Church Stretton South Ward
• FIVE Councillors
Church Stretton North Ward
• FOUR Councillors
The Town Council is non Party Political and
Councillors give their time freely to serve the community.
Services provided by the Town Council include:
• Footway lighting
• Public toilets
• Russells Meadow playing fields
• Two Cemeteries (Greenhills and Cunnery Road)
• Markets (via a franchisee)
• Coppice Leasowes Local Nature Reserve
• Planters and various items of street furniture
• Maintaining various parcels of land owned by the
Town Council and as agency work for Shropshire
Council
• Silvester Horne Institute, Brooksbury Recreation
Ground and the Town Park (as Corporate Trustees)
• View and comment on planning applications
• Comment on numerous consultation documents
from Shropshire Council and Central Government
The Town Council meets nine times per year with
various committees: (Finance and General Purposes,
Amenities and Economic Development) meeting four
and five times (respectively), plus various smaller ad-hoc
committees and an Annual Assembly once per year.
Working groups and task and finish groups are formed as
and when required.
For those interested in becoming a Town Councillor the
key dates are:• Local elections for Parish, Town and Unitary seats
will be held on Thursday 2nd May 2013, when
polling stations will be open between 7am and
10pm
• For Parish and Town Councils, all nomination
papers have to have the names of a proposer and
seconder, and must be received by Shropshire
Council no later than 12 noon on Friday 5th
April 2013
• Due to the high volume of nomination papers
expected, candidates are urged to complete and
submit their nomination papers as early as possible
In addition SALC (Shropshire Association of
Local Councils) is working with the Elections and
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Communications Teams at the
Shirehall to promote a campaign to
raise awareness for the forthcoming
elections. There will be a number of
road shows to publicise the elections,
so keep an eye out for these.
If you think you might like to
become a Town Councillor for our lovely town, but would
like more information about the work we do and what the
role entails, please do not hesitate to call in to the Town
Council Office at 60 High Street (10am to 12 noon Monday
to Friday) or telephone 01694 722113 - the Town Clerk and
her staff will be pleased to answer your queries.
If becoming a Town Councillor is not for you but you
wish to be part of the process and cast your vote, these are
the key dates for you:
• The last date for electors to register and be able to
vote in the local elections is Wednesday 17th April
• Completed application forms for anyone wishing
to vote by post, must be received by 5pm on
Wednesday 17th April
• Anyone wishing to appoint a proxy to vote on their
behalf, must complete and submit an application
form no later than 5pm on Wednesday 24th April
• Registration application forms and postal/proxy
vote application forms are available on Shropshire
Council’s website – www.shropshire.gov.uk or from
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey
Town Clerk

Gardening in
February

T

his month, natural light
will increase and if we are
lucky, an increase in average
temperatures should create a ‘spring
like’ atmosphere. We should try
and complete pruning of fruit trees, bushes and canes. In
readiness for spring sowing, cloches should be placed in
position to raise soil temperature a few degrees would also be
a worthwhile step.
Early seed potatoes may be set up to chit in a light frostfree situation, and new bags of compost obtained and stored
under cover. Broad beans can be started in individual pots
with some protection.
The borders will benefit from a tidy up. Clearing old
leaves from hellebores will make the flowers more visible and
any slugs or snails can be dealt with at the same time.
Christmas flowering amaryllis flowers will be fading
about now so they should be fed with a general fertilizer
periodically to build up the bulbs for next year.
Lastly, keep your indoor cyclamen flowering with a little
potash feed occasionally, (they prefer a cool well lit situation,
disliking strong sunshine). Water from below, by standing
the pots for a while in a saucer of water.
The AGM of the club will be held on Tuesday, 26th
February, followed by a talk by Martin Ford on ‘Labour
Saving Gardening’.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club
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Strettondale Patient Participation Group

C

hurch Stretton Medical Practice has asked the SPPG
to help communicate some important messages this
month. Please read on!
Home visits
Patients or their relatives sometimes need to request a
home visit from a doctor. Staff at the Medical Practice know
only too well that it is not always possible to make such a
request in the morning. However, if it is possible to phone
the Practice early in the day asking for a visit later the same
day, there are advantages:
If the visit results in the patient being admitted to
hospital, earlier admittance means that larger clinical teams
are on duty to organise appropriate care;
If the doctor needs to organise home care or district
nurse visits, contact with them earlier in the day is more
effective;
If the doctor makes a later home visit, local pharmacies
may not be open for collection of prescriptions;
A morning request means it is more likely that patients
will be visited by the most appropriate doctor;
Early requests mean that the Practice is able to organise
the day’s work so that best use is made of doctors’ consulting
time.
Situations do arise when a home visit request must be

made in the afternoon,
but generally, please
help the Medical
Practice by making the
phone call as early as you can.
Mobile Numbers
The Medical Practice is compiling records of patients’
mobile telephone numbers for two reasons. It is useful
to be able to contact patients if there is a need to cancel
appointments at short notice due to staff sickness; there is a
future plan to remind patients of booked appointments via
text messages.
Next time you are in touch with the Medical Practice,
please give them your mobile number if you have one. And
don’t forget to inform them if you change your contact
details.
Privacy
Patients often comment on the lack of privacy in
reception. Unfortunately, there is a shortage of space to
accommodate confidential conversations. If you wish
to discuss something privately it is best to telephone the
practice, preferably after 10.00 am when the morning rush
has died down. Thank you.
Sue Hockaday
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The Church Stretton ‘Marmaladies’

A

n exhibition of photographs of the Shropshire
Hills by Robin Jukes-Hughes (formerly of Church
Stretton) is being held in the Chapel Bar and
Manby Bowdler Gallery (top floor) of Theatre Severn
from 14th December 2012 to 16th March 2013. A
digital exhibition of his images of Shrewsbury is being
held in the Old Market Hall Café in The Square over the
same period. For further details please visit the Theatre
Severn and Old Market Hall websites or go to www.
shropshirehillsphotography.com
Robin Jukes-Hughes
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Stay Safe Information Event

Would you like advice and support in protecting your
property and yourself this year?
If the answer is yes, then drop in anytime to a free
information session with the Police and Shropshire council on
Friday 8th March,10.00am - 12 noon
Mayfair Community Centre, Easthope Road, C.S.
Free advice will be available on
• Property marking systems
• Registering your valuable items
• Protecting your house, outbuildings and garden
• How to register for information alerts from the
police
• Home security products you may want to consider
Ross O’Neil C6460
Community Support Officer
Church Stretton Policing Area
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Photographic Exhibitions
in Shrewsbury

already planned..
Thursday, 14 February 2013
Pole Dancing Demonstration
Thursday, 14 March 2013
Colour Me Beautiful (colour & personal styling workshop)
Thursday, 11 April 2013
Sugarcraft with “Crumbilicious”
Thursday, 9 May 2013
Craft Session with “Hey Doll!”
Thursday, 13 June 2013
The benefits of Aloe Vera & Beehive products
Thursday, 12 September 2013
Branding of the WI
Thursday, 10 October 2013
Taiko Drumming Workshop
For more information please see www.facebook.com/
ChurchStrettonMarmaladiesWI
Or email Karen at fruityloopy04@googlemail.com
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A new WI (Women’s Institute) has been formed for a new
generation of local women.
It has been said that some people have been put off the idea
of joining the WI, considering it only suitable for ladies of
a certain age with a love of baking! Having been a member
of the WI for a year I know it is so much more: providing
fun, friendship, education, networking, and support for
our members. Therefore, with the support of a number of
women in the Church Stretton area who already have shown
a keen interest, we aim to prove how much fun it can be
and how much it can mean. As the next generation of WI
members, it is SO important that we keep this institution
alive and give ourselves a voice to be heard.
It should be noted that this is a separate and complementary
group to the existing Church Stretton WI who have been
long established for many years, and for whose welcome and
support we are most grateful.
We will be meeting on the second Thursday of each month
at 7.30pm at Church Stretton School.
New members - of any age - are always welcome.
Have a look at the exciting 2013 programme which we’ve
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Anglican Voice

Loft & cavity wall insulation
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Valentines themed session.
Crafts, games and fun.
Also a 2-course meal together.
Please contact Suzan to book in
for catering purposes on 722588 or
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk

10th February 3-5pm Parish Centre

Acton Scott Gardening Club
At the February meeting National
Trust Ranger, Nick Robinson will be
giving a talk on The Natural History
of the Long Mynd covering the Long
Mynd, Wenlock Edge, Dudmaston and
Benthall.
The talk is on Thursday 14th February and will start at
7.30pm at Acton Scott Village Hall, Admission £2.50. Light
refreshments will be available.
For further information please contact the Club Secretary: Mary
Phillips on 01694 781205

All Stretton Panto
Rumpelstiltskin

(written by Carole Richards)
All Stretton Amateur Dramatic and Social Society
presents their annual pantomime at All Stretton Village
Hall on February 14th, 15th and 16th at 7.30pm.
There will also be a matinee performance at 2.30pm on
Saturday 16th.
Tickets (£4 adults, £2.50 child) are available from Burway
Books and John Thomas Florists
For further information, please contact
Iris Lloyd Tel: 723143
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W

e are still able to obtain some loft and cavity
wall insulations carried out for free for those on
qualifying benefits and for £99 each installation
for others. You will have a warmer property and save
money on your fuel bills as a result. Soon the Green Deal
and Energy Company Obligation (ECO) will come into
operation and generally a more comprehensive approach will
be needed. So please contact us now for further details! We
provide free advice on all aspects of energy efficiency.
Mike Hymas, Stretton Climate Care, 07528 493181 info@
strettonclimatecare.org.uk

Come along and enjoy a

February 2013

Relationships
The month of February is much
concerned with relationships:
The town and its past: after the fire in the
Hotel in April 1968, metal ‘flames’ were placed on a grid
in the roof of St Laurence’s (which also represents the
martyrdom of St Laurence) and a plaque fixed to a pillar
in memory of the three boys who died. This was a very
significant event in the life of our town and all who were
around at the time remember it extremely well. Assuming
we can get permission, we are planning to hold a service at
2.30pm on Saturday 4th May to dedicate a plaque to the
two maids who also died. The Rt Rev Alistair Magowan,
Bishop of Ludlow, will do the dedication and this will be
followed by a buffet in the Parish Centre. We have now
traced both families and will be inviting all others we can
trace who were involved in this event. Some have already
agreed to participate in the service, along with civic leaders.
All will be welcome and more details will follow.
Family relationships: National Marriage Week is 10th –
16th February. The number of weddings we celebrate in our
three churches has greatly increased recently and we offer
whole days of Marriage Preparation to all couples intending
to get married, which have been much appreciated. Our
first one this year will be on 2nd February from 10am till
about 3pm. A number of people have expressed interest in a
Parenting Course, which my colleague, Suzan Williams, will
be announcing soon. So do contact her on 722588 if you are
interested.
Relationship with God: our most important relationship!
Lent begins on Wednesday 13th February, a chance to take
stock of our relationship with God and examine our lives
to see if there is anything which is blocking the flow of His
blessing into our lives. We are marking this with a service
of Holy Communion in St Laurence’s at 11.30am for about
40 minutes with two hymns. The Thursday communions
each lasting for about 35 minutes from 11.30am, continue
throughout the year.
Relationships with one another: to get Lent off to a fun
start, there is always the Bible Society pancake lunch in
the Parish Centre on Shrove Tuesday. This is preceded by a
Pancake race, which modesty prevents me from saying who
won last year. (But will I retain my title as the ‘Fastest Rector
in the West’!?)
Come and see and join us at any of our activities!!
Richard Hill
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The Use and Abuse Women’s World Day of Prayer
of the Bible
t often feels as if some people think it’s safer if the
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Trevor Dennis - a
wonderful storyteller who
enthrals and leaves you
wanting more.

I

spiritual and the rest of life are kept separate. For
example they criticise churches when they feel they are
getting involved in things which are political. It happens
the other way round too. There are readings during a civil
partnership ceremony, but they must be chosen so they are
Tuesday 5th February 7.30 p.m. at URC, High Street,
clearly not religious, no references, for example, to angels
Church Stretton
and certainly no silence as somebody might pray.
Trevor Dennis taught biblical studies for many years at
In truth the two cannot be separated. You can’t stop
Salisbury and Wells
someone praying at any time and you can’t read the Bible
Theological College,
without seeing how it relates to things that are also discussed
before joining the staff in the world.
of Chester Cathedral
The theme for this year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer
in 1994. There he
is ‘I was a stranger and you welcomed me’. God’s love for
had responsibility for
all and how we treat our neighbours are important religious
the education work
themes. It is very clear from the Bible that loving our
of the Cathedral, and
neighbours does not just mean that nice person who lives
retained a keen interest next door. It also means the person you don’t know, the
in teaching and writing person who is not quite like you, in other words the stranger.
about the Bible, as well
This year the service has been prepared by the women
as preaching on it. He of France. Their experience of strangers living among them
retired from his post
is not dissimilar to ours in Britain. It is clear from what they
of Vice-Dean of the Cathedral in 2010, but continues to go
have prepared that they are thinking about refugees and
all over the country, speaking at conferences, leading retreats,
economic migrants. Whoa, hang on a minute, that sounds
etc. He is the author of many books, including a children’s
a bit like politics! But it is important that we pray together
Bible and six books on Old Testament and New Testament
about the difficult issues which surround us in the world.
narratives.
I hope to see you at the Women’s World Day of Prayer
Trevor writes: “Did you know about Gregory of Nyssa’s service at St Milburga’s, 10.30am on March 1st. Despite its
passionate, biblically based attack on slavery in the fourth
title it’s not just for women, men are welcome too.
century? Bet you didn’t! You might just know about ‘the
Lesley Richards
curse of Ham’, a passage in Genesis which was used for
centuries to justify slavery. This is where we will begin, and
we will move on to other case studies, such as the position
of women in the Church, and homosexuality. We will also
consider the principles we might follow to establish an
intelligent, sensitive and compassionate use of the Bible”.
Contact: Noel Beattie 01694 725530

New Local History Initiative
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Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds

T

he South Shropshire Local Group
of the RSPB has a programme of
talks and walks throughout 2013.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1 to
Local Group Members and £3 to Visitors.
Walks are 50p to Local Group Members and £2 to
Visitors
Coming up:
12 February – ‘North Norfolk here I come’ - An illustrated
talk by Jim Almond. Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547540176
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall

D

o you need help with your family history research?
Do you want to find out about the history of your
house?
The answer could be at the library, starting on Thursday
7th February.
A joint initiative between the Church Stretton and Area
Local History Group, Shropshire Archives and Church
Stretton Library starts on Thursday 7th February. Trained
volunteers will be waiting to advise our residents on how to
access local history information online and use the resources
available at the library.
This volunteer-led project will be available every
Thursday afternoon from 1 to 4pm at the library.
16 February – Wildlife walk on Brown Clee
Shropshire Libraries have a subscription to www.ancestry.
10.00am Meet on lane to the north east near Hillside
library, so online access is free when you research your family
Coppice
records at the library.
(Grid reference: SO 607 872)
Come along and let our volunteers point you in the right
Leader: Pam Belton 01746 785553
direction.
For further information visit our website
For more information contact
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
Jenny Robinson on 01694 722535
Trevor Halsey
Email churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
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CS Community Games

All Stretton Village Hall is holding a Quiz Night on
Saturday 9th March 2013 at 7.30pm.
With teams of 4 – 6. The cost is £4 per person.
Please bring your own refreshments.
To book a table please contact Pat – 722259.
Jean Huff
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The Rotary Club of Church Stretton would like to give
their heartfelt thanks to those who supported the Tree
of Lights, remembering a loved one or special cause over
the Christmastime period. The Tree of Lights was again a
resounding success, raising in excess of £2,860.00.
A big thank you also to those who turned out on a wet,
cold Christmas Eve for the Carols in the Square at Church
Stretton, raising a further £600.00 in donations.
Donations will go to the following charities:Hope House for Sick Children
Severn Hospice
County Air Ambulance
The Rotary Club of Church Stretton would like to
wish everyone a very Happy New Year.
Morning After Walk/Run
The organisers of the popular Morning After Walk/
Run, which took place on January 1st 2013, would like to
thank everyone who took part in this year’s event and helped
to raise a record £1,470. The money will be split between a
number of local charities. Thanks also to all the volunteers,
without whose help we would not be able to hold the event.
Water Wheelers thanks
The two Lindas, who, on 15th August 2012, went into
a water wheeler (giant hamster ball) at Church Stretton
Swimming Pool, would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who sponsored them for their mad challenge, and
thank Teme Leisure (Nick) for all the co-operation on the
day!! £215 was raised for charity Help the Heroes!
Thank you!
Linda Fraser and Linda Madeley
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Quiz Night at All Stretton
Village Hall
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Results from feedback survey
Background
The purpose of the survey was to seek opinions from
organisers, volunteers and participants as to what they thought
about the event and to use those opinions to help us to better
understand any benefits gained from the event, to help us
decide whether to hold another similar event in the future, and
if so how we can make it better. The survey was restricted to
those involved in organising or staging an activity or display.
We had resolved
not to survey the
public on this
occasion.
Over 40
sporting, leisure
and cultural
activities or
displays were
represented.
Fifty nine
surveys were
Photo by Paul Miller
sent to individuals
who were representing 27 groups, organisations, or activities,
so some of those were not expected to reply. However, of the
27surveyed, 20 responded.
None of the questions posed were in a compulsory field.
Respondents could answer as many as they felt appropriate.
The following results are from returned surveys and
emails and they are very encouraging.
Survey shows support for future events
Most respondents thought the event was well organised
and that the range of activities and displays was good. The
consensus was that any future event could be made open
to more activities and could form better links to businesses
in the town. It was encouraging to learn that the event had
increased public awareness of organisations; had increased
membership; had helped to form networks and links; and
had even increased the income of some of those taking part.
It was useful to receive comments on how we can make
any future event better. Respondents considered the event
demonstrated that our community is a good place in which
to belong, a good place for sport and culture and a place to
be proud of (94%). When asked whether the community
was a good place for culture 82% agreed it was. The
overwhelming opinion was that the event was a fantastic
success and that it should be repeated.
With the results of the survey an event in 2014 is likely and we
have a sound benchmark with constructive comments to work
on. For full details of the results, contact Alan Fox on 723865
07977 060303 or email: alandavidfox@live.co.uk
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Focus on Faith

UNA NEWS

Justice and Peace
When we read the newspapers, listen to the radio or
watch TV we hear news of wars and disturbances from all
around the world, whether it is the Palestinian and Israeli
conflict, the Civil War in Syria or the war in Afghanistan.
We mostly take sides for or against, we enter the ‘blame
game’ and point our finger at one side or the other using
words like intransigent, ruthless, unforgiving and phrases
such as ‘refuse to compromise’, ‘locked in the past’.
Now, if we look at these strong words dispassionately
and apply them to our own situations or relationships we
can come to a rude awakening - for Justice and Peace has to
begin with ourselves. Perhaps from stubbornness or vanity
or sheer pig-headedness, we can be very slow to forgive, to
give the other person the benefit of the doubt, to understand
their point of view or engage in dialogue with the one we
have the problem with. Yet we know, deep down and from
our Christian belief, that these are the only ways to achieve
reconciliation and an inner peace of mind. The prophet
Micah 6/6-8 reminds us of this “This is what God asks of
you, to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with
your God”.
In recent times we have heard of outstanding cases
of heroic people forgiving those who have committed
dreadful atrocities against them. For example, Richard
Moore from Derry, while on his way back from school in
1972 aged just 10, was blinded by a rubber bullet fired into
his face. With the support of family and friends Richard
went on to complete his schooling and then graduate from
the University of Ulster. In the 1990s Richard founded
‘Children in Crossfire’ to enhance the dignity and improve
the lives of children suffering from the injustice of poverty,
with a particular focus on those children disabled as a result
of violence and war. In 2006 Richard searched for and
met the soldier who had blinded him. He told him he had
forgiven him and held no hatred towards him.
Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma won an election but was
ignored by the military and put under house arrest for years.
When she came to this country during last summer she was
asked ‘could she forgive her captors’? She replied, “ I had to
for my own peace of mind and well-being”. As a Buddhist,
through her training in reflection and meditation, she knew
that forgiveness lay at the heart of the serenity that she most
certainly exudes. So we have examples of a Christian and of
a Buddhist showing extraordinary courage in forgiving those
that perpetrated violence against them. Surely we can forgive
those that ‘injure’ us.
Fr Ambrose

Pazapa
Partnership
Saturday 2nd March 2013
A Saturday Morning Sing-In with the Shropshire
Strummers in St Laurence Church – Coffee from 10.30 am
and The Strummers play from 11.00 am.
In support of the Pazapa-Haiti school and medical centre.
Take a break from the shopping to join the heart-warming
experience of singing along with The Shropshire Strummers
and you will go away singing for the rest of the weekend.
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U

nited for Peace and Prosperity
was a two-day forum held
in Church Stretton during
October 2012 (as reported on www.
strettonfocus.co.uk ). The stated aim
was ‘to create a plan for contributing
to a peaceful Middle East’. Anyone could be forgiven for
commenting “What impudence!”. Politicians, diplomats,
many international organisations and aid agencies have
worked for peace in the Middle East with little success; what
can a few UNA members achieve, even with the goodwill
and support of the community?
The chief speaker at the Forum, Sir Jeremy Greenstock,
said that local action comes about when people join together
to learn about global concepts and begin to understand
them. This is precisely what the local branch of the United
Nations association will be doing during 2013.
One member received two books for Christmas
which have been read and recommended as part of the
learning process. The first is a novel by Susan Abulhawa
called Mornings in Jenin. The story in no way excuses a
suicide bombing but goes a long way to enabling readers
to understand how decent people can be driven to such
behaviour. The second book is an autobiographical account
of a Palestinian doctor working in an Israeli hospital. It is I
Shall Not Hate by Izzeldin Abuelaish and was written after
three of his daughters and a niece died when their bedroom
was ripped apart by Israeli shells.
No one knows what the eventual outcome of United
for Peace and Prosperity will be, but we are engaged in a
process – the goal is known but not the journey. At the
Forum Natalie Samarasinghe, deputy director of UNA-UK,
encouraged us by saying that chipping away at a problem
really can make a difference.
This learning process is only part of the business of the
UNA branch. In recent weeks we have lobbied the Foreign
Secretary on human rights violations in Burma, we have
urged the coalition government to continue to work with the
UN. In addition we work in partnership with others to assist
rebuilding for Pazapa, a school and clinic for needy children
in Haiti.
If you are looking for a challenge in 2013 please get in
touch – you may find this is your niche.
Ruth Davies

Wine and cheese
evening
Friday 1st March in Wistanstow
Village Hall
7.15 for 7.30 pm
Wine, cheese and songs led by Shropshire Strummers.
Sing-a-long or listen to songs old and new (song sheets
supplied) accompanied by the strummers on ukeles and
sustained with a ploughman’s supper. Raffle.
Tickets £8.00 each, to include a glass of wine or soft drink,
available from church members, Wistanstow Community
Shop and the Plough Inn, Wistanstow.
Proceeds to Wistanstow Church and Mayfair Centre.
Janet Hall
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PETSITS SHROPSHIRE
DOMESTIC, EQUINE and AGRICULTURAL ANIMAL
SERVICES INCLUDING:
DOG WALKING  HORSE EXERCISING
GENERAL YARD WORK
REARING YOUNG STOCK  CLIPPING
CARING FOR PETS and more
PLEASE CALL LISA ON 07805 270624

DARWIN MATTHEWS

STRAIGHT-TALKING SOLICITORS
Local firm offering
We can assist with issues
affordable services
including: Wills and Probate
and advice from
Family Matters
trustworthy professionals
Personal Injury
Contact us on 01743 272931
or visit www.darwin-matthews.co.uk

Body and Soul Care

Person-centred care and support at home
Experienced Independent carer
Enchanced CRB checked - Insured - References
01694 720098 or 07933 149722
www. bodyandsoulcare.co.uk

Adele's Professional Homecare Service

Friendly and Reliable Business, 2O years experience, Fully Referenced
Domestic - Cleaning - Ironing
Free In-Home Estimates
Shopping, Dogwalking, 25% Discount for Pensioners
01694 720212 07523 321 915
www.adelesprofessionalhomecareservice.co.uk
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