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On in the Strettons in January
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gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

9 Wednesday

PACT Public Surgeries
3.pm Mayfair Café

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘The Iron Lady’ Tickets £4 (£2 under-16) and
home-made refreshments
7.30pm HB VH

10 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

11 Friday

Drop-In sessions for Volunteers
Want to volunteer or groups seeking
volunteers please call in for a chat with
Clive Leeworthy.
10.00am-12.00 noon CS Library

12 Saturday

Church Stretton Methodist Church
Church open for quiet reflection and prayer
10am to 12 noon

13 Sunday

St Laurence’s Church
Pitstop. Games: craft activities, songs
and a meal. For info: telephone
Suzan Williams 722588 or email:
suzan.williams@strettonparish.org.uk
3-5pm Parish Centre

14 Monday

Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care
‘What I have learned about cancer research’.
Speaker Dr Roger Wilson.
2.30pm Mayfair

Learn Mindfulness Meditation
8-week Course begins. £40 or £5 per
session. Book a place with Joe Collins
07906 081907 or Rachel Finch-Lees on
01694 725509
7pm to 9pm Mayfair
‘Jesus and Buddha’ Donald Horsfield
- Crossing religious boundaries
7.30pm URC

16 Wednesday

Volunteering at Rectory Wood and Field
For more information contact:Ed Andrews 01746 781192
edward.andrews@shropshire.gov.uk
10am to 3pm Meet at main entrance on
Church St. or find us on site.
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Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

South Shropshire Interfaith Forum
‘The New 194th State in the UN – a journey
to freedom and peace?’ Bring your own lunch.
12.15pm Pilgrim Centre, Dale Street, Craven
Arms

Church Stretton Tree Group
‘Living Edge’ - A talk by Peter Carty of the
National Trust for the Church Stretton Tree
Group. All welcome. Members £1, nonmembers £3.
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

19 Saturday

PACT Public Surgeries
9am-12 noon Church Stretton Police Station

Shropshire Wildlife Trust
Field Trip. Leader Dave Pearce Tickets £2
for SWT and SOS members, £3 others, from
Janet Martin 01694 722361
9.30 am. Venus Pool car park

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Contact (01694 722418)
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton VH

23 Wednesday

Church Stretton U3A
‘The man who was Shakespeare – his life’:
Frieda Barker
Meet and greet – literature group
2pm Parish Centre

24 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

27 Sunday

St Andrew’s Church Hope Bowdler
Choral Evensong. All welcome
3.30-4.30pm St Andrew’s Church

South Shropshire Interfaith Forum

Shropshire Ornithological Society
AGM, followed by:Alan Heath ‘Idiot’s Guide
to Wildlife Photography’ All welcome. Non
members £2 Including refreshments
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

29 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library
Rhymetime for children under 3
years. Fun with shakers, bells and puppets.
10.30-11am CS Library

Church Stretton Gardening club
Jim Almond ‘Adventures of an Alpine
Enthusiast’
Members £1; Visitors £2
7pm SHI

Engaging Issues
‘Women and Men and Power’ Nicola Slee,
theologian and poet asks ‘does power
always have to govern relationships?’
7.30pm URC

31 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1pm Mayfair

2 February Saturday
Silvester Horne Events

Friday Night at the Horne – on Saturday.
‘Can you Dig It?’ by Xylophone Productions.
For information see SHI events item.
7.30pm SHI
Abbreviations
AS = All Stretton
CA = Craven Arms
CMV = Carding Mill Valley
CS = Church Stretton
HB = Hope Bowdler
LS = Little Stretton
NT = National Trust
SHDC = Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre
SHI = Silvester Horne Institute
TC = Town Council
URC = United Reformed Church
VH = Village Hall

Holocaust Memorial Day
Communities Together: building a bridge
6.30pm Community Centre. Craven Arms

28 Monday

CS Area Local History Group
‘Some Aspects of Landscape History; discovering our ancient countryside’ Dr Ian Dormor.
2.30pm URC Hall

Stretton Focus Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk

StRETTON FOCUS

Engaging Issues

Stretton Traidcraft

january 2013

15 Tuesday

17 Thursday

14/12/2012 11:52

4

Longmynd Adventure Camp
£12,500 Entrepreneur Awards for Rejuvenated Children’s
Camp
rustees of the
Longmynd Adventure
Camp are thrilled and
delighted to have won a major
entrepreneurial award including
a cheque for £10,000. At a
glittering awards ceremony
earlier this month the Charity
was named as 2012 Best
Entrepreneurial Charity or Social Enterprise. The award was
presented by philanthropist Steve Morgan, the founder of
Redrow plc and owner of Wolverhampton Wanderers via the
Morgan Foundation Entrepreneur Awards programme.
The presentation took place at an ‘Oscars’ like award
ceremony at the Carden Park Hotel near Chester, where 300
guests had gathered for a presentation gala dinner. Trustee
Kim March was recovering from the surprise of receiving
the £10,000 award on behalf of the Camp when he was
recalled to the stage. Steve Morgan then presented him with
a ‘runner up’ award for 2012 Best Individual Entrepreneur
working in a Social Enterprise or Charity and another
cheque for £2,500 in favour of the Charity.
“When I looked at the achievements delivered by other
finalists I feel genuinely humbled by the honours bestowed
by the Morgan Foundation on our small charity.” Kim
March said. “The evening was awash with incredible and
moving stories of entrepreneurial achievement, some in
the face of considerable adversity. Just to be part of it was a
privilege in its own right.”
Hundreds of candidates drawn from charities, social
enterprises, businesses and entrepreneurs from Merseyside,
Cheshire, Shropshire, North Wales and the Wolverhampton
area were considered for seven Award categories.
Consequently it is quite unusual for any organisation to
make the finalists short list in more than one category in any
one year.
The achievement also has to be viewed in the context
that the Longmynd Adventure Camp is a voluntary group –
no one is paid – it’s entirely vocationally driven as a Church
Stretton based community initiative.
The Camp can also look forwards to further boosting
awareness of its existence as part of the Award includes the
provision of professional advice and related services. The
Morgan Foundation inclines towards a longer term working
relations with the winners of its Entrepreneur Awards,
particularly those in the charity and social sectors.
Consequently, the future of the Longmynd Adventure
Camp has never been brighter.
Kim March 01694 724991
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Senior Citizens News – Correction

P

lease note that dates given in last month’s Focus
in connection with the Senior Citizen’s new club
“Evergreen,” were wrong. The club meets on the
fourth Friday of every month – starting on February 22nd
2013 (not the first Friday as appeared in last month’s
Focus).
We apologise for this error.
For further information about the new club, please contact
Margaret Haywood on 722454
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Kim March receives Best Entrepreneurial Charity
or Social Enterprise2012 award on behalf of the
Longmynd Adventure Camp from Steve Morgan

Steve Morgan gets the awards ceremony underway

Amnesty International News
Not forgotten at Christmas…
omen campaigners in Zimbabwe, a
journalist in Azerbaijan, victims of
government oppression in Kenya,
these and many others in countries around the
world will be receiving messages of greeting
in the next weeks, reminding them that they are not alone
and not forgotten. Members and supporters of Church
Stretton Amnesty Group met for two hours on Saturday 1st
December to send greetings cards to prisoners of conscience
and their supporters. Over 100 cards were completed
and sent, taking their message of hope to the darkest of
situations.
David Howard (722904)
Church Stretton Amnesty Group

W

November
£100 326
£50 192
£10 389
£20 173
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Arts Festival News
In addition, we visit the roots of modern British
satire. Tim Brooke-Taylor will be ‘interviewed’
by Chris Serle, who was central to ‘That’s Life’
and other humorous shows. Tim, nowadays
best known as a star of Radio 4’s ‘I’m sorry, I
haven’t a clue’, started off in the Cambridge Footlights and

5

The Cardinall’s Musick

F

or our 2013 Festival we have nine music
events, three ‘drama’ events as well as six
Coffee Concerts, three organ recitals and the
Art/Craft/Photo Exhibition. The aim in this article
is to just give the flavour of each event.
This is tribute band year and opera year. Tony Davy,
known as Hull Buddy Holly, will pay his tribute with many
old favourites and some touching lesser-known numbers.
London Festival Opera is returning (after its superb sell-out
performance in 2011) for our closing night to present a highlight
version of La Traviata followed by popular operatic encores.
We are delighted to have for our opening The Cardinall’s
Musick, world stars in English renaissance music. They will
perform a programme based around the Gunpowder Plot,
with music representing the Catholic and Protestant strands
battling out the conflict of the time.
Wind instruments are well represented with the
Marylebone Wind Trio: oboe, clarinet and bassoon. And
the winner of the Haverhill Competition this year was
saxophonist Anthony Brown; many will remember the
virtuoso performance of last year’s saxophone winner and
want to hear more (I have his CD in the car!).
Then we have the strings. The Katona Twins, a
celebrated classical guitar duo, will play music from Bach to
Rodrigo. The Frith Piano Quintet is outstanding: top stars
of the Midlands, they play frequently with the CBSO Centre
Stage Series. Music of Brahms, Mozart, and traditional
British music are their ‘bag’ and they will be playing The
Trout Quintet as a highlight.
The Rees-Williams Jazz Trio have delighted us before
and many will remember their Jacques Loussier type
arrangements. To enhance your enjoyment even more, there
will be a bar at this event.
We have two one-hander shows, both written by their
actors. Michael McEvoy appears in ‘The Last Man In
Europe’ concerning George Orwell’s life and delving into his
motives. Alison Neil recounts the true story of a group of
Ladies of Quality who meet in Georgian times to discuss and
promote the works of Shakespeare.

went on to be a major force in the world of humour. He
was part of the Monty Python team and a member of ‘The
Goodies’. Great shows from the past! Come and reminisce
nostalgically about the old, fairly sophisticated satire of the
60s and its development with one of today’s great humorists.
Once again we will be running our ‘school’s out’
programme. This involves a performing arts workshop for
local youngsters culminating in a show in the school theatre
– look out for flyers in February.
And of course, as usual there will be the spectacular Art
and Crafts Exhibition, which gets bigger and better every
year. This year’s guest artists are Neill Mapes and Jane Moller
- designer craftsmen in green and turned wood.
Finally don’t let’s forget the free events – coffee concerts
and organ recitals – which are a showcase for our wonderful
local talent.Watch out for the printed Festival brochures, and
if you can’t wait for them, visit www.strettonfestival.org.uk
Tickets will be available to the general public from 8th April.
Roger Stokes (Chairman of the Arts Festival)

Photo Quiz – Where is it?

T

December’s photograph was taken in the
Buck’s Head beer garden

StRETTON FOCUS
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Answer next month
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Comments please!
he Suggestions Box in the reception area at Church
Stretton Medical Practice has been renamed as the
Comments Box. Staff at the Practice are particularly
interested in comments relating to the new appointment
system set up in September 2012. Several positive comments
have been received verbally, but it’s always useful to
have them confirmed in writing. Please complete a slip
when you are next visiting the surgery, or e-mail your
comments on this and other issues to our e-mail address:
StrettondalePPG@hotmail.co.uk
If you have collected a registration form for the Patient
Access system, please remember to return it to reception
and take your identification documents to complete your
registration and take advantage of the facility to book
appointments and request repeat prescriptions on-line.
Coming soon: more details about the Open Evening in
April and information about the next patient survey.
Sue Hockaday

Photograph by Nigel Strachan

.
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Birdlife in your Garden

H
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appy New Year! Let’s hope that 2013 brings better
The author is BTO Ambassador for the GBW scheme
weather than last year. Our garden bird populations in southern Shropshire and is available to speak to local
have shown very rapidly the impact of the poor
organisations on GBW, as well as answering questions on
conditions in summer and autumn 2012, as revealed by
garden birds and feeding. If you would like to contribute to the
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) results. Seed and nut
BTO’s ground-breaking surveys of garden bird numbers, please
crops are down in many parts of the countryside and birds
contact John on (01694) 724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.edu
that exploit these food resources are moving to gardens,
often in large numbers, to supplement their
diets with the offerings at our feeder stations.
BTO Garden BirdWatch (GBW) results
for October 2012 indicated that Siskins and
Bramblings were 21 and seven times more
abundant, respectively, in West Midlands
gardens than in the previous three Octobers.
Both of these species normally show up
in gardens at the end of the winter, when
the food supplies of the countryside are
depleted, so their influx into gardens was
unusually early.
Other seed and nut-eating birds that
exhibited an October jump in numbers
in the region’s gardens compared with
previous years were Nuthatch, Great Spotted
Woodpecker and Chaffinch, all of which
roughly doubled. Nuthatch, Jay and Coal
Tit have in common that all store food in
Check out Chaffinch flocks in your garden for the less common
autumn - a behaviour called “caching” - for use later
Brambling, a species that was seven times more abundant in West
in the winter. In UK gardens as a whole, all three
Midlands gardens in autumn 2012 as a result of seed shortages in
doubled in numbers last autumn compared with the
the countryside (Photo: John Harding, BTO Library)
same period in previous years, suggesting a dearth of
available food to store in the wider countryside.
Berry crops have also suffered in many areas
of the country this autumn and winter, leading to
October increases in Redwings, Blackcaps, Fieldfares,
Woodpigeons, Blackbirds and Mistle Thrushes
feasting on the variety of fruits and berries produced
by native and non-native shrubs and trees in our
gardens. This trend has been less pronounced in the
West Midlands with marked jumps in numbers only
in Fieldfare (four times as many as usual last October),
Blackcap (a 50% increase) and Woodpigeon (a slight
increase). You can help to sustain these species, and
other berry and fruit eaters, as the resources of the
countryside are depleted by providing apples and
pears in your garden - windfalls are ideal.
Another impact on garden ecology of the shortage
of berries, seeds and nuts in the countryside has been
an increase in the numbers of Grey Squirrels moving
to gardens. GBW observers have reported a one-third
increase in early winter 2012 compared with recent
years. Squirrels, unlike many other small mammals,
do not hibernate and will be competing with birds
for the contents of your bird feeders. Keep bird food
supplies topped up and, if you wish, take measures to
deter squirrel depredations at your feeding stations. (I
will suggest ways of doing this in a future article.)
Look out for these changes in bird abundance in
your garden and add a new species to your garden list!
If you would like to be one of the GBW participants
who enable us to detect fascinating trends like the
Fieldfares were present in our region at four times the normal numbers
2012 October population changes, see below for
at the beginning of this winter due to berry shortages resulting from last
information on taking part.
John Arnfield summer’s inclement weather (Photo: John Harding, BTO Library)
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Mayfair News
Mayfair Grand Opening
n Saturday 24th November the newly refurbished
Mayfair celebrated with tea and cake for our annual
Volunteer Party, an official opening with canapés

O

Grand Opening
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and punch, followed by pudding tasting for the public as
part of the Christmas Lights event in the town. The day
was a great success with over 200 people joining us for the
opening event. Christine and William Dunne from iDEA,
a local company, who had donated their time to come up
with the design concept for the refurbishment, cut the
ribbon on the shop and opened it for the first time. There
are many people we have to thank for bringing this much
needed refurbishment to fruition. Funding from Shropshire
Council’s Market Town Revitalisation Programme made it all
possible, special thanks to the Board members and especially
our local county councillors and the town council who
supported the project. We should also like to thank all of
you who contributed to the Chair Appeal. The new furniture
really does finish it all off perfectly. If you haven’t been into
Mayfair since the refurbishment, please do come and see for
yourself – it’s quite a transformation!
Chairman of Mayfair Community Centre’s Fundraising
Committee retires
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who
has supported me during my twelve years as Chairman of the
Fundraising Committee at Mayfair. I have had the privilege
of working with some great people who over the years have
generously donated to Mayfair both in the gift of time, items
for sale, support and money. I have also had the pleasure of
working with other organisations, some of which have been
regular supporters like the Midcounties Co-operative and
its members, the More Singers, Strummers, Teas to Please,
Berry’s ,Card makers, Merrymakers, Gourmet Team, Ken’s
Quizzes, Tony and Phyllis Crowe for the book sales - to
name but a few.
We are fortunate at Mayfair to have a very dedicated and
long serving (yes I mean serving not suffering) Fundraising
Committee, who give an incredible amount of time and
enthusiasm to everything they do. I would like to say special
thanks to Jane Blake who set up the Committee with me and
has been a great secretary and much more ever since.
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We live in an amazing
community where the people
support us with our events and
activities. Our charity’s strap line
is ‘Run by the Community for
the Community’. During my
twelve years to date we have
raised in excess of £300,000.
I think this is a great endorsement of that strap line. So
many visitors to Mayfair ask why every town doesn’t
have a Mayfair, I truly believe every town should, but
then perhaps not all communities are as caring and
cohesive as ours. As a Charitable Trust, we will always
need to raise awareness and fundraise locally, so I really
hope you will continue to support us.
A small part of me will be sad to hand over the
Chairman’s position, however it will give me the
opportunity, as a Trustee,
to concentrate on raising
the profile of Mayfair
through Marketing and
Publicity, I know I leave the
chair in good hands with
Alison Bradley. Alison has
been a Day Care volunteer
since 2008 and has served on the
Steering Group and Fundraising
Committee with me for several
years. I hope you will support
Alison as you have so generously
and kindly supported me so that
Alison Bradley
Mayfair can go from strength to
strength.
Many Thanks and Best wishes for 2013
Sue Wood (Trustee)
REACH REACH at Day Care
A group from Church Stretton School has been working
with South Shropshire Youth Forum on a project called
REACH REACH. This is a project designed to help young
people get more actively involved in their communities.
In November the group organised an intergenerational
activity with people at the Mayfair Day Care centre.
Each member of the Group brought in a song that meant
something to them and they had asked the people at Day
Care to do the same. Everyone then played the song they
had chosen and explained what it meant to them and why
they had picked it. The event worked really well and all age
groups were pleasantly surprised by the choices of songs and
they also learned a lot about each other while doing it.
On another occasion the Youth Group ran a bingo
session at Day Care and baked cakes for everyone. This also
proved to be a very successful and enjoyable afternoon.
‘Family History with IT’ Classes
As part of the Shropshire Heirloom Project, Mayfair has
won funding to deliver a family history project! We are
hoping to start free classes on 9th January 2013. There will
be a Wednesday class from 12 noon to 1.30pm and another
from 2pm to 3.30pm. There will probably be a third class possibly on Tuesdays.
continued on page 11
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How men went to the Moon – Part 4

S

This fascinating story will be continued in the New Year.
Norman Wallace

Trivia Corner No 110
by Ken Willis
1. Which old children’s TV quiz show always pitted one
contestant against two others?
2. Which children’s TV series dealt with International
Rescue with super aircraft?
3. In the Simpsons, what colour are Bart Simpson’s shorts?
4. Who created Scooby Doo?
5. In the Muppets, what was the name of the bear?

Mayfair News -continued
The Shropshire Heirloom Project aims to widen
participation and increase IT skills of rural residents in
Shropshire. A digital heirloom will be created from personal
recollections of participants’ lives and the areas they live,
and from family history projects. The Project is looking to
recruit learners, volunteers and tutors to share ideas and
experiences via networks created online.
Clare Wilson, from Clee Hill IT Learning Centre said,
“We find family history and recording personal histories
are popular ways to engage learners with IT. They are
non-threatening and can encourage people not normally
interested in IT.” For further details or to book your place
please contact Jackie Mantle at Mayfair
(jackie.mantle@mayfaircentre.org.uk) 01694 722077
Thursday Afternoon Art Group at Mayfair
This is an informal and friendly group of both long
established and new members. Anyone who would like
to begin, or to continue, to draw and paint in a relaxed
atmosphere will find encouragement and a welcome. Some
art materials are provided at first in case you are undecided
as to what you want to use.
Please telephone Sylvia Hudson on 01694 722056 if
you would like to join us. The next session starts on
10th January 2013.

StRETTON FOCUS

January 2013 mag.indd 8

Luna 9 on 3rd February 1966, and it was this craft that sent
back the first actual close-ups of the Moon, albeit only a
few, as opposed to the thousands sent back by Surveyor. But,
to the Soviets’ extreme annoyance, Britain’s Jodrell Bank
observatory picked up the pictures and had them published
here before the Soviets officially issued them. Then, perhaps,
just for swank, the Soviets on 31st March 1966 launched
Luna 10 which was the first spacecraft ever to be put into
orbit around the Moon. The final American unmanned
programme was Lunar Orbiter. Five of these were launched
in 1966/7 and all were successful. They were placed in
low lunar orbit and photographed at close range, almost
the whole surface of the Moon, including several potential
manned landing sites.
As a final point the Americans in 1962 and 1965
launched the first successful interplanetary probes called
Voyager, to Venus and Mars, but they form no part of this
story. It’s now back to manned flight to the Moon.

january 2013

o, the Americans had their method, and by 1961 they
had made a tentative start in space flight. The Mercury
programme continued through 1961-1963 with all the
‘original seven’ except Slayton (dropped because of a minor
heart murmur) making their flights. John Glenn on 20th
February 1962 became the first American to orbit the Earth.
The Mercury programme ended with Gordon Cooper’s flight
on 15th May 1963, when he completed 22 orbits of the
Earth in 34 hours in space. At that stage the Soviets seemed
far ahead in the ‘space race’.
The Americans had originally intended to follow
Mercury with a programme called Apollo which would
eventually involve the actual flight to the Moon. But once
the ‘lunar-orbital rendezvous’ method had been chosen
it became obvious that far too many questions remained
unanswered after Mercury. Mercury was a single man capsule
and the lunar flight called for several men. Mercury had no
capability of changing its orbit and this would be absolutely
necessary if docking in space were contemplated. Mercury
had very limited ‘on-board’ systems, and these would have
to be developed if men were to be in capsules 240,000 miles
from Earth. Nobody had yet shown that an astronaut could
survive outside a spacecraft. And finally, the Americans had
to have more time in space. The projected lunar flight would
take eight days, and no American had spent anywhere near
that amount of time aloft. So, a second project called Gemini
was created to follow Mercury and precede Apollo. It would
involve a two-man capsule.
A digression is now called for, to discuss a series of
projects which were interesting in themselves, important (at
least as far as the Americans were concerned), to the manned
Moon missions, and which gave further evidence of Cold
War rivalry. On 2nd January 1959, the USSR launched
from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan (their main
launching ground), the spacecraft Luna 1. After a flight of 34
hours it passed by the Moon at a distance of 3,700 miles and
subsequently went into orbit around the Sun. Needless to
say, this was a spectacular space first, the Americans having
previously unsuccessfully tried to send a rocket out of Earth’s
orbit. Then, on 12th September 1959, the Soviets launched
Luna 2 which, after the same 34-hour flight impacted on
the Moon, the first ever spaceship to reach another heavenly
body. Finally, on 4th October 1959, Luna 3 was launched,
which went behind the Moon, and, using an onboard
camera, transmitted back to Earth the first ever photographs
of ‘far side’ never seen from Earth.
The Americans, as part of their Moon programme,
developed three types of unmanned mission, which would
provide vital information about the surface of the Moon.
After all, up till then the only views of the Moon were those
obtainable from large telescopes on Earth.
The first programme was Ranger; a spacecraft designed
to crash on the lunar surface, but in the last moments of
its life, to send back close-up photographs of the terrain.
After six failures between August 1961 and January 1964,
Rangers 7, 8 and 9, successfully completed their missions in
1964/5, sending back the first ever close-ups of the Moon.
The second programme was Surveyor, a spacecraft designed
to soft-land on the Moon and take the first ever photographs
from the surface. Surveyor 1, launched on 30th May
1966 was a complete success, and so were four out of the
remaining six Surveyors launched in 1966/8. However, the
USSR, probably for no other motive than prestige, launched
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Parents’ Corner

I

Recipe of the Month
Mustardy-fried Chicken Breasts
t seems that the most popular meat for a lot of folks to
eat is chicken. The spiciness of mustard under a cheesy
breadcrumb coating gives this recipe a lively flavour.
Ingredients:
4 boned chicken breasts
(skinned)
2 tbsp seasoned flour
1 egg
1 tbsp prepared mustard
2 oz grated Parmesan cheese
1 oz golden breadcrumbs
2 tbsp corn oil
parsley sprig to garnish
Method:
Wipe the chicken with damp
kitchen paper. Coat in the flour and shake off excess. In a
bowl beat together the egg and mustard: in another bowl
mix the cheese and breadcrumbs. Dip each chicken breast in
the egg and then into the crumb and cheese mixture. Lay the
chicken on foil and chill for 10 minutes. Heat the oil in a
large frying pan (I always put a knob of butter with it). Sauté
the chicken for 20 minutes, turning occasionally until tender
and cooked through. Serve with parsley garnish and with
potatoes and green beans.
A real change from Turkey!
‘Her Ladyship’

I
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McKinnon) would like to express their huge thanks and
gratitude to the following people and organisations who have
helped enable this project to happen:
Wooden Spoon (www.woodenspoon.com) for their
sponsorship of the materials and build.
Shropshire Grassroots (www.grassrootsshropshire.org.uk)
who funded the Garden’s planning and design specifications.
Strettondale Local Joint Committee (http://www.
shropshireljcs.com/strettondaleljc) who very kindly funded
the plants and top soil.
Mike Russell Designs With Nature
(www.designswithnature.co.uk) for the design and build of
the project.
Christine Harvey and Church Stretton Town Council
for their continued ongoing support and help. Many thanks.
Zoe Keeling
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A new Sensory Garden for Church Stretton!
t is lovely to see Brooksbury Nature Play on Churchill
Road being so well used and by such a wide age range
of children. The aim always was to ensure that the play
area not only provided children with somewhere safe and
accessible to play, but also to make sure that the equipment
and building materials blended with the AONB status that
Church Stretton is rightly so proud of.
We are now in the very fortunate position to be able to
complete Phase 2 of the project – an all inclusive Sensory
Garden full of fun and adventure for children of all abilities.
Being a sparsely populated county, rural isolation is a key
issue affecting children and young people in Shropshire.
Children with special needs are particularly affected by
this - and there are approximately 600-700 children with
higher needs and approximately 2300-2400 children with
additional, lesser needs living in the
county. Currently these children (and their
families) travel very long distances to find
somewhere accessible to play. Our hope
is to remedy this situation by providing
a Sensory Garden that is accessible to all,
in a location adjacent to the current play
area.
In our consultations, children with
special needs told us that they wanted to
be able to play alongside children without
disabilities. So, the idea of being able to
play with children of different ages and
abilities was a key concept in the design
of the garden. We have therefore included
some attractive and fun play pieces
enabling children of all abilities to play
together, also helping to improve motor,
communication and cognitive skills.
The garden will be somewhere that children can explore
safely either with family and friends or alone. The design
ensures that there is enough space for children in wheelchairs
or with walking aids not to feel ‘in the way’ – that family
and friends can play or walk alongside them and there is no
feeling of segregation. Our consultations also revealed that
seating was important so we have made sure that there are
regular rest points all around the garden.
The main feature of any sensory garden is the planting.
The main focus here of course is sensory, so based around
scent, sound, touch and sight. We have included plants
with strong contrasts, dramatic colours, shapes, varying
tactility and sound. In the interests of keeping hazard to the
minimum, plants that incite taste have not been included or
plants that may aggravate allergies. The plants will be raised
in beds at a height which allows accessibility for those in
wheelchairs, with walking aids, mobility restrictions or visual
impairments.
We are hoping that the Sensory Garden will not
only delight children in our area, but will attract those
from neighbouring towns and counties because of its
accessibility and opportunity to engage imaginatively with
the environment. We of course hope that it will not just be
children who enjoy the garden, but that the local community
and visitors will also benefit from the project. Its wide
pathways and raised borders should enable any person to
appreciate the garden and its plants.
Zoe Keeling and the other members of The Play Area
Group (Emma Alston, Helen Byrne, Kate Matthews, Kate
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Walks in Montgomeryshire
In the Footsteps of Ann Griffiths [3 - 4 hours, maps
Lr128 or Ex 239]
his is a lovely walk along the River Vyrnwy, following
the Ann Griffiths Walk. It starts at the car park
above Pont Logel, between Llangadfan and Lake
Vyrnwy. My wife Stella (and of course Mollie) shared this
walk with me.

T
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Ann Grifiths Walk:
A beautiful walk along
the River Vyrnwy
celebrates the life and
hymns of Ann Griffiths.
The walk starts at the
car park at Pont Llogel
(south of Lake Vyrnwy)
and wends its way
downstream for seven
miles to Pontrobert. A
highlight of the walk
is the Ann Griffiths Memorial Chapel at Dolanog. At
Pontrobert the Hen Capel (Old Chapel) John Hughes is a
centre for Christian Unity and Renewal.
Ann Griffiths is one of
the Welsh Chapel heroines.
Born (Ann Thomas) in
1776, her faith was nurtured
by the evangelical zeal of the
Calvinistic Methodists. She
was only 29 when she died
in childbirth in 1805, but in
that brief time she wrote 80
hymns. These were recorded
by her spiritual mentor,
John Hughes. [At about the
same time, in 1800 another
young Methodist, 16-year
old, Mary Jones, lived near
Dolgellau. With a burning
desire to possess her own
Bible in Welsh, she tramped 25 miles to Bala to get one. She
was the inspiration for the formation of the Bible Society.]
We followed the river down through the woods for
about half a mile (sharing it with Glyndwr’s Way).
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Just out of the woods, where Glyndwr’s Way bears left,
we stayed alongside the river through meadows for about an
hour to reach the black-and-white farmhouse (Plas Dolanog)
on minor road. Turning left and up for a couple of hundred
yards brought us to the B4382 road.
We turned left and climbed steadily, still following
the Ann Griffiths trail, until we met Glyndwr’s Way. We
followed the walks onto the open common of Allt Dolanog.

We climbed up and over the Common, following the
way-marks, to leave the common by a lane leading to a road
which took us into Dolanog Village and the Ann Griffiths
Memorial Chapel.
Both the Ann Griffiths Walk and Glyndwr’s Way
continue down-river. Having visited the chapel, Stella and I
enjoyed a cream tea at nearby tea-rooms. We then climbed
the B4382 back to the junction mentioned earlier, returning
to Pont Logel the way we came.
David Jandrell

14/12/2012 11:52

17

Changes to Entertaining Elephants

C

hurch Stretton’s popular ethical and whole food shop
will be under new management from the New Year.
Entertaining Elephants has been supplying local
people with natural and wholesome food essentials for the
last thirteen years. They also stock organic bread, free range
eggs, food supplements, locally produced apple juice, bacon
and sausages and a wide range of environmentally friendly
household products, natural soaps and toiletries. Many
of the product lines are fair trade and most are ethically
produced with the environment in mind.

In January the shop will be
taken over by Joanna Bickerton
and Bob Gibbs who live in Little
Stretton and have been regular
customers at the shop. Sue Hallett
and David Palmer-Jones who set up and ran Entertaining
Elepahnts until the end of December 2012 are delighted to
see their work carry on as they hand over to new owners.
Jo and Bob plan to keep the many positive elements of
the shop but will be making a few changes to the interior
to make more of the features of the timber framed, 17th
century structure of the building and to make it easier for
customers to browse. They will also develop the range of
environmental and ethically sourced home accessories and
local products that fit the style and ethos of the shop.
Customer service will continue to be at the heart of the
business and Entertaining Elephants will carry on helping
customers with specific requirements and assist other local
businesses who wish to source ethical, environmental or
organic alternatives.
The handover of the business will take place between
Christmas and New Year so the shop will be closed from
25th December to 1st January. It will be open as usual from
Wednesday 2nd January, 9.00 am to 5.30 pm Monday to
Saturday.
Joanna and Bob

SHI Events for Spring 2013
Friday Nights At The Horne
Can You Dig It? Xylophone Productions

Friday 12th April We will welcome the High Energy Celtic Irish English folk
rock band Hagglebag from Worcester.
For more information on any of the above events, contact Mike on 720132.
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Friday 8th March You will have an exceptional opportunity to see and hear
the legendary Dave Swarbrick. An English folk musician and singer-song
writer he has been described “as the most influential (British) fiddle player
bar none” by Ashley Hutchings, the original founder of Fairport Convention.
He worked with them for about 10 years. His style has been copied by many
British and World violin players. More details in the next edition of Focus..

A

s readers may be aware the
previous wooden BMX/
Skateboard/Scooter ramps in the
Town Park were dismantled earlier in
the year as they had deteriorated and in
parts had become unsafe.
A group of local individuals have
formed a committee with the ultimate
vision of seeing a new and improved
Skatepark being established on the same
site.
A period of public consultation is
required to gauge opinion on this matter
with regard to design and intended
use in order to ensure any subsequent
funding applications are taken seriously.
Two representatives met with a
selection of year groups from Church
Stretton School on Wednesday 12th
December with the intention of
expanding this consultation in the
following weeks.
‘SY6Skatepark’ wristbands have
been produced to kick-start awareness
and begin the process of fund raising
(available from the leisure centre).
Anyone wishing to join this
committee is very welcome – Please
contact Chris Turner on 01694 723463
or find us on Facebook SY6Skatepark.
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Saturday 2nd February, Yes Saturday! Not Friday we are delighted to
welcome Jo Stephenson and Dan Woods who will entertain us with comedy
songs about growing your own vegetables from these real-life allotment
holders. Their horticultural revue includes the ballad of Derrick The Evil
Pigeon, a powerful love song to Alan Tichmarsh and the world’s first rap battle
between a gardener and a slug.
Jo and Dan delve into the competitive and mysterious world of vegetable
shows and launch a campaign to give
sprouts their well-deserved recognition,
and ask who is John Innes. I have seen
live extracts from the show and it’s very
funny. There is no filth except the mud!
The tickets are £ 8 in advance,
£5 for children aged16 and under,
£25 for a family ticket. They can be
purchased from John Thomas Florist or
Burway Books or from Church Stretton
T.C. Office or on line from www.artsalive.co.uk who are supporting this
performance.

‘SY6Skatepark’
public consultation
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18 Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Flooding and Surface Water
During recent months the flooding throughout the
UK was some of the worst we have known for many years.
In Church Stretton we did not suffer too badly but certain
areas of the town were affected by surface water and blocked
drains. Having been involved in helping to rectify some
of these problems the mayor, Tom Beaumont, would like
to give praise to Chris Fisher, Chris Jackson and team
from Shropshire Council Highways Department based at
Craven Arms for their prompt attention. There are always
many factors contributing to these issues and the flood and
drainage management department at Shropshire Council
is trying to correct many areas of concern within their
budgets and priority. Whilst the situation is frustrating for
those affected, the majority have been understanding and
co-operative.
Christmas Lights and Fayre
There was a wonderful display of lights and a great
switch-on but unfortunately the inclement weather
conditions did not help in the success of the event. Maybe
a different focus on dry site activities could be looked at for
future events at this time of year. See separate article on the
event.
Silvester Horne Institute
During the course of this month improvement work
will be undertaken both inside and outside the SHI and
we would ask both regular users and others hiring the
premises to show patience and understanding during the
project work. This work is Phase II of the Market Town
Revitalisation grant money and will further enhance the
premises for the benefit of all users.
Parking Issues
As you will have appreciated, the ‘double issue tickets’
for the car parks, as mentioned in the December issue, were

installed on 3rd December so look for the ‘PARK, SHOP,
SAVE’ stickers at the Co-op and the 17 other shops.
Discussions are still underway with Shropshire Council
on other parking issues and will no doubt be concluded for
publication in the next issue.
SAMDev
Following the Church Stretton Town Council
Extraordinary meeting on the 31st July 2012 where the
decision was made to rescind the previous recommendation
of 150 houses, the working group formulated from the
Church Stretton Town Council meeting in September have
now met on two occasions. The working group have now
been informed by Shropshire Council that the criteria has
changed to policy not sites until after June 2013. Therefore,
a further meeting to involve residents who requested to be
involved, the National Trust and the AONB will be held in
January 2013 to develop further.
In Bloom Competition
Further to the article in the December issue, we would
welcome the interest of keen gardeners who could donate
any colourful shrubs and plants following their autumn
pruning of gardens. Please contact either the Town Clerk,
Christine Harvey, or her PA, Trish Morris, in the first
instance. Church Stretton Town Council will be looking at
getting some grant money to purchase such plants for the
new planting season but all interest would be most welcome.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk .
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Chairman

Letters to the Editor
Community Composting
would like to correct and expand on the
information on page 25 of the December
issue under Church Stretton Town Council
Community Matters. Whilst it is true that
the Church Stretton Community Group
(CSCG), and John Woolmer in particular,
should take credit for initiating the Community
Composting scheme, the townsfolk who have
kept the town clean and tidy for the past ten
years are the ‘Pride of Place’ Group, who are
volunteers for the Church Stretton Area Tourism
Group (CSATG) not the CSCG. At the litter
pick / sweep on the 4th November, we separated
the leaves from the litter to produce 4 large
trailer loads of leaves to get the scheme started.
The CSATG also gave a grant of £250 to
the CSCG to purchase the large collecting sacks
and enable the building of the compost bins.
It was therefore very much a joint enterprise
between the two organisations who between
them are trying to make Church Stretton a
better place for both local residents and tourists
alike. Credit where credit’s due!
Trevor Halsey, Co-ordinator, Pride of Place Group
and Treasurer, CSATG
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Skateboard Park, Youth and MTR Monies
was alarmed to read the two articles under
‘Letters’ by Chris Bolton, a person I respect in the
community, and feel she should have got the facts
correct before going into print!
There were many guidelines and criteria specified
by Shropshire Council officers to the use of the Market
Town Revitalisation (MTR) money (£225,000) which
had to have an ‘economic development recovery element’.
I personally would love to have allocated money for a new skateboard
facility; a new pavilion in Russells Meadow, improved toilet facilities;
a youth club facility etc etc but these applications were not possible.
The Silvester Horne Institute, a community centre which is used by
hundreds, was not sustainable, costing money from Church Stretton
Town Council precepts. The alterations have proved most successful
with efficient energy costs and full bookings. The money to Mayfair
was for the first part of the Well-Being Project to help Mayfair become
more sustainable. The Gateway Signs, which have had excellent feedback
from the public, were for the benefit of the traders to increase footfall
and spend in the town. It is sometimes easier to cater for the teenagers
of the town in a school environment but somewhat more restricted in
the public domain. I hope that Chris Bolton will discuss more issues
with the Town Council direct or even attend any Church Stretton Town
Council meeting, all of which are open to the public.
Tom Beaumont,Mayor and Chairman, Church Stretton Town Council

I
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Trees, Coronations and Celebrations

E

observed that the Development Company would have been
paid handsomely for the timber. Many Strettonians must
have realized this.
Incidentally, the Hazler Oak was lucky to have
survived 1913. In that year, a tornado tore through Hazler
Crescent and onwards across the valley leaving a wide
trail of destruction. The centenary of this disaster is next
year, as indeed is the Stretton Historical Pageant staged in
the grounds of Tiger Hall. I am particularly interested in
locating a programme or photographs of the latter spectacle
and would welcome hearing from readers who have any
family memorabilia relating to this event.
Victoria Forever
As this Diamond Jubilee year draws to a close, there
are two items which will be of interest to the reader. The
memorial lamp described in an item about Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee (May Focus
2012) has now been identified
as being the Hyslop Memorial
lamp, a bronze standard given
to the town by the Hyslop
family. Many residents will
know of this lamp, if not its
origin. It is missing. The other
item mentioned in the same
article was a song rendered
at those celebrations by Mr
Henry Bridgeman, the Master
at the workhouse entitled
‘Victoria Forever’. This was
a patriotic song composed
in Church Stretton many years before and was sung on
occasions of local rejoicing by Mr Bridgeman. When
Queen Victoria died in 1901, permission was given by Mrs
Bridgeman (widow) to print the lyrics for the first time. It
was said that there was ‘never a festive gathering without Mr
Bridgeman present when the song was not sung by him, the
company joining in the patriotic chorus. The tune will be
well known to readers ...’ Unfortunately, there is no record
of this tune for us to enjoy.
(Editor’s comment: it is not policy for us to print song lyrics so
those interested should contact Alan directly)
Alan Brisbourne

Methodist Voice
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renew our commitment to love and to serve God. We fail
often which is why we need to renew our Covenant.
This may sound strange to atheists, but loving and
serving God includes loving and serving all humankind. A
good beginning to the New Year?
May it be a good New Year for all.
Pam Rush

Trivia Answers
1. Blockbusters
2. Thunderbirds
3. Blue
4. Hannah Barbara
5. Fozzie
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A holiday in November? Why not?
Walks in the rain, watching a windsurfer riding stormy waves, a gallery visit to see beautiful
mosaics by a modern artist… It included listening to a bus
passenger’s life story: the man showed me a photo of a boy
and a girl, cheek to cheek. “We were fifteen, sixteen then”
he said, and went on, “Everyone said we were too young to
get married” “How old were you then?” I asked. “Sixteen,
seventeen” he replied. “We were married for 55 years”. His
wife had died. I marvelled. Together they had come through
army life, finding a job after leaving the army, other jobs,
bringing up children……. I thought of the marriage vows,
which imply commitment for life. A covenant.
Methodists have an annual Covenant Service usually
held in January. This emphasises God’s love for us and all
people, not dependent on our deserving. In response we
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arlier in the year, Focus carried a request asking if
any reader remembered the planting of a Queen
Elizabeth 2 Coronation Memorial Oak tree in
Church Stretton. I have identified the locations of the
three previous King Coronation trees planted earlier in the
century. Following the plantings of the latter, the processions
on each occasion made their way to All Stretton to plant
companion oaks. I shall write more about these in a future
article but suffice to say that the companion oaks have not
been identified. I had hoped that the QE2 tree would be
found before the end of this year for it is almost certain
that a memorial oak to HM’s accession was planted in the
neighbourhood. When discussing this topic with the late Mr
George Lewis, he had neither memory of this planting or
photograph. What George did kindly offer was a photograph
of the Stretton Coronation Carnival that year. Some
Strettonians may be able
to identify the youngsters
present.
Trees are a feature of
the Strettondale landscape.
Many of these were
donated. One particular
oak tree that I fear is lost is
the ‘Victory Oak’ planted
by Major GR Benson on
Longhills (July 1919) to
mark the Peace after the
Great War. The campaign
to save the oak tree near
Hazler Road (August Focus,
letters) is a battle which had been previously fought. As the
Great War drained the resources of the country, extensive
felling of timber took place in South Shropshire. In January
1918, the Linley Avenue oaks were felled. Later that year,
the Church Stretton Development Company planned to fell
1,253 trees here in Stretton. This would have denuded most
of the scenery about the town. An outcry was inevitable. Mr
Gunn said, ‘it was against the wishes of the Council that
these beauties of Stretton were being ruthlessly destroyed.’
The plan would have been an act too far: after all, the
Stretton landscape represented the very picture of England
for which the country was fighting to preserve. It has to be
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Not just ash die back
Multiple threats to our local landscape
Over the last few years major threats have developed to the trees and upland vegetation of the Shropshire Hills. Ash tree
die-back has hit the headlines but our larches are also at risk, together with the heather and bilberry on the Long Mynd and
Stiperstones. In fact more than 25 diseases are affecting trees countrywide.
Ash dieback
This is a serious disease of ash trees caused by the fungus Chalara fraxinea. First seen in Poland in 1992, it has
been found in 25 European countries where it has caused widespread damage. Since it was first spotted, at a nursery in
Buckinghamshire in February, it has been confirmed at over 200 sites, including the wider countryside in Britain. The
nearest siting to our local area is just to the south of Church Stretton.
The government has taken emergency action to restrict imports of ash trees and seeds and their movement within UK.

Forestry Commission
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Photos of beetle &
larvae by Simon Thorp
The Heather Trust

This disease causes leaf loss and side shoot or crown dieback in affected trees (as in the left and middle figures above).
Diamond shaped lesions can be seen where the dead side shoot joins the trunk (as seen on the above right figure).
Although it kills young ash plants within one growing season of visible symptoms, it is not immediately fatal to mature
specimens but will leave the tree weakened and susceptible to other infections.
It is not established as to how this disease is spread; possible causes could be the movement of already infected trees, and
more locally by spores being borne by insects, birds’ feet, or wind and rain.
Larch Disease
In 2009, Japanese larches, widely planted in commercial forests, were found to be severely infected with a fungus-like
organism Phytophthora ramorum. Phytophthora is Greek for ‘plant destroyer’,
and these strange organisms are the most aggressive and important causes of
plant diseases. Larches in southwest England were first affected but the disease is
rapidly spreading up the western side of Britain and is getting closer to our area
with infected trees found just across the border in Wales.
Crown and branch dieback occur and whole sections of forest may appear
yellowy ginger where trees are affected. The infection can spread to other trees
such as oak and is notifiable and must be reported.
The first sighting of this disease was on rhododendrons in 2002, in
the horticultural trade, and was thought to have been brought from Asia.
Rhododendrons provide the primary host for the infection and virtually all larch
outbreaks have been associated with nearby rhododendrons. Control measures
Forestry Commission
particularly focus on removing rhododendrons from woodlands.
Bilberry disease
Heather beetle
The same year, 2009, that diseased larches were found, bilberries on
Cannock Chase were discovered infected with a new disease, Phytopthora
pseudosyringae.
Despite intensive
control measures
infected bilberry
plants have since
been found on
the Stiperstones
and the Long
Mynd. The
bilberry stems
become diseased
Heather beetle has been a problem
and die back.
for many years, particularly in the south
of England, but recently significant
outbreaks have been found on moorlands
further north. Considerable numbers of
Photo by Dr Caroline Uff
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Photo by David Bole
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........’not just ash die back’ continued
larvae are some years causing a lack of
flowering combined with a foxy red
colouring of the stems and they are now
causing a problem on the Long Mynd.
The change to a warmer, wetter
climate together with markedly
increased importation of plants, often
with accompanying soil, have all
contributed to the rapid increase in the
globalization of plant diseases. Although
there is little we can do to stop the
spread of these diseases we can be very useful in monitoring
our local trees and plants for the presence of infection. Some
links are included below for more information and ways
in which to report possible sightings of tree and heather
damage.
Links
A very useful App is available for iPhone and Android
phones that helps with disease identification and allows
automatic reporting of infected tree sightings:
http://ashtag.org
Larch disease and Ash die-back must be reported to:
plant.health@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
The Heather Trust welcomes reports of heather beetle
infestation and has an online reporting form at:
http://www.heathertrust.co.uk/Heather+Beetle
Jan Heaney and Frank Hay

Volunteering at Rectory
Wood and Field

D

Tree Group News
‘Living Edge ‘ - a talk by Peter
Carty of the National Trust
On Thursday 17th January, the
Tree Group is hosting an illustrated
talk by Peter Carty on the ‘Living
Edge’ and a look at tree work on
National Trust land around South
Shropshire. Peter is the Countryside
Parklands and Gardens Manager,
South Shropshire with the NT and one of the authors of
the splendid ‘Wild Mynd’ and ‘The Living Edge’ books.
Peter’s presentation will complement the talk given by Dr
Ian Dormor on Wenlock Edge last November. The Trust
owns nine miles of woodland on the Edge and he will be
explaining further about the work to enhance the ancient
woodland and reverse the effects of the earlier plantations.
He will be describing the nature conservation work to be
done and the challenges that the Trust faces in improving
access and using the resources of the woodland, as well as
the future of the quarry. The talk will also cover the trees
and ancient hawthorns on the Long Mynd, Walcot and the
future of Rectory Wood. It promises to be a very interesting
evening
The Living Edge’ books will be available at the talk,
so bring some money with you. The talk takes place at
the Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm. All are welcome –
members £1.00, non-members £3.00.
For more information contact Hilary Hymas on 723208.

StRETTON FOCUS
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further reminder to protect
the roots of potted plants by
wrapping with bubble paper and
mulch the top surface with shredded
bark. Maybe create a protective tent with a few canes and
more bubble wrap? Also, firm new plantings which may have
been lifted from frosted soil.
In spring, use fleece to protect young growth and/or fruit
bud growth. It is often keen cold winds which cause as much
damage as frosts. (I have seen advertised, a neat ‘glove’ to
enclose an outside water tap, if it is not possible to isolate the
garden tap by an inside valve.)
It should be possible to bring potted bulbs into flower
by creating slightly milder conditions in the greenhouse or
conservatory . A little warmer situation will soon enable the
very earliest sowings of salad seed, leek, onion and brassica
to be attempted. Check for mealy bug and aphids as warmer
conditions will encourage these pests.
If you take delivery of bare rooted shrubs or fruit bushes,
and the ground is unsuitable for planting, put them below
greenhouse staging and cover with damp sacking.
Bags of compost should be kept under cover, in readiness
for seed sowing. It is not too early to set up early potato
seed if you are keen to get off to a quick start with just a few
plants.
Our speaker on Tuesday, 29th January, will be Mr. Jim
Almond, ‘Adventures of an Alpine Enthusiast’.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton & District Gardening Club
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o you fancy joining other local
people and getting your hands
dirty? Want to help look after
one of your important green spaces
and learn more about it?
There will be a new opportunity to
get involved in practical volunteering at Rectory Wood and
Field!
Every third Wednesday of the month from December
onward you can come and join us in a variety of tasks. We
will be there from 10am until 3pm, but feel free to come just
for a couple of hours, or bring a packed lunch and a drink
and stay for the day!
There will be a number of different activities to carry out
over the course of the winter and spring, including keeping
footpaths clear, cutting back scrub, removing rhododendron
where it’s getting out of control, thinning areas of trees to
allow more light in, tidying up trees in the field, and more.
Anyone can get involved, no experience necessary, tools and
training will be provided, tasks suitable for all.
Winter/Spring Programme
Wednesday 16th January 2013
Wednesday 20th February 2013
Wednesday 20th March 2013
Meet at the main entrance from Church Street or find us
on site from 10am to 3pm.
For more information contact:Ed Andrews
Parks and Countryside Sites Officer (south)
01746 781192
Edward.andrews@shropshire.gov.uk
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Quaker Voice
Transitions
It’s not easy to move from one point to another;
transitions are often confused and difficult. Moving house,
bereavement, starting a new school or job are towards the
top of peoples lists. Missing what you have left behind and
not being sure about how the situation will pan out are
problematic. People have to trust the promptings of love and
truth which will lead different people in different directions.
I read in a gardening column about the writer’s irritation
that someone had asked to come to see round their garden in
November. They explained that the garden looked good in
the summer, the autumn colours were beautiful and it looked
attractive as a winter garden. But November was messy. You
had to keep sweeping up the leaves and there were things
that needed to be cut down before you could appreciate the
architectural qualities of other plants. All in all it was not a
month to go visiting other people’s gardens. You should wait
until they’d got tidy after the transition from autumn to winter.
Some people, in some situations find this sort of
approach is how they need to deal with particular personal
transitions. In other situations they feel the need to be more
gregarious.
Differences in how people celebrate New Year are
similar. Some just hang up a new calendar in place of the
old. Others have friends round for a meal and some have a
full scale party. Different traditions have grown up that, for
some, are important markers; first footing, lumps of coal and
the sound of Big Ben are integral parts of their celebration.
My family always went outside at midnight to hear the boats
sounding their horns in Southampton docks.
It’s hard to be alongside someone who approaches
transitions differently from yourself. Your friend may not be

quite sure what route they should
take, but your way definitely doesn’t
feel right to them. It takes very
sensitive listening to know how to
support them, listening to their
silence as well as their words. They
may be holding back because of
what they feel they ought to do or
are expected to do; in which case encouragement to follow
their own leadings may be in order. Or perhaps they just
need your presence.
God speed with your own transitions.
Lesley Richards

RSPB News

T

he South Shropshire Local
Group of the RSPB has a
programme of talks and walks
throughout 2013.
Talks (including refreshments) are
£1 to Local Group Members and £3 to
Visitors
Walks are 50p to Local Group Members and £2 to
Visitors
Coming up:
8 January – ‘Birds of prey in the Shropshire Hills’ - An
illustrated talk by Leo Smith 7.30pm at Culmington Village
Hall
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

24/7 ROOFING & GUTTERING SERVICES
THE SPECIALIST ROOFING COMPANY

StRETTON FOCUS january 2013

EST. FOR OVER 30 YEARS

✓ FELT ROOFS
✓ SLATING
✓ TILING
✓ ROOF CLEANING
✓ SHEET ROOFING
ALSO SPECIALISING IN:

✓ GUTTER CLEANING
✓ GUTTER REPAIR OR RENEWAL
✓ RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
✓ DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs
✓ FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

Tel: 01584 878728 or 07977 560763
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Preparation for and response to flooding
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on how to handle any items which you wish to claim
on. Contact your insurance company as soon as you can
to ensure you claim correctly. They may also be able to
provide financial assistance for blowers and skips, as well as
recommend reputable contractors.
Hints for Cleaning the Home:
Add small amounts of chlorine bleach to standing water,
and then dispose of it.
Remove all debris, soaked and
dirty material. This should include
wet insulation, residual mud,
furniture, appliances, clothing and
bedding.
Clean down any dirt sticking
to walls and furnishing, preferably
with a hose, rinse several times
before removing all the water.
Wipe down all surfaces with
bleach (ensure there is adequate
ventilation) and rinse.
Ventilate the house until
completely dry.
Rinse and clean all the floors
as quickly as possible. Replace
flooring that has been deeply penetrated by floodwater or
sewage.
Carpets must be dried out, and sewage soaked carpets
must be discarded. If necessary seek professional help with
drying out carpets.
Discard and replace all insulation materials, mattresses,
box springs, stuffed toys, pillows and all less expensive
articles
The frames of good quality wood furniture can
sometimes be salvaged, but must be cleaned, disinfected,
rinsed and dried by ventilation away from direct sunlight or
heat. Coverings and cushions must be replaced.
Clean heavy dirt from washable clothes. Rinse and wash
several times in cold water with chlorine bleach and dry
quickly.
Contact your local environmental health department for
further advice.
Hints for around the Home:
Do not use gas and electrical appliances affected by the
flood until they have been examined, cleaned if necessary,
and tested.
When clean, each electrical connection should be
examined for surface tracking across insulation surfaces that
may have been produced if the supply had been switched on
whilst the installation was still wet.
Where surface tracking has occurred, the component
should be replaced.
Plastic-covered cable should not be affected by
immersion, but rubber insulation may be damaged and need
replacing.
Sterilise all affected cooking utensils by boiling or by
using suitable sterilisers.
Do not consume any food or drink that has been
contaminated by floodwater.
Make liberal use of disinfectants when cleaning up.
Discard all tins, bottles, cans etc (containing food or
drink) if they have come into contact with flood water.
Hilary Claytonsmith

january 2013

Action to be taken
If you are informed that your home is likely to be
flooded, you should take the following action:
Electricity:
Switch off all electrical appliances, remove plugs from
sockets and turn off the main electricity switch or switches.
Remember freezers and refrigerators will become
ineffective and alternative facilities may need to be arranged.
Gas:
Turn off the main gas tap at
the meter and all gas appliances,
including pilot lights.
The ‘off ’ position will
normally be with the tap handle at
right angles to the supply pipe.
Telephones:
Where telephones are liable
to be submerged, a request should
be made via the operator for
disconnection at the exchange.
The subscriber should
then unplug or disconnect the
telephone instrument and remove
to above the expected water level,
this will reduce the time taken to clear faults and restore
normal service after any flooding.
General Advice:
If you live in a house – move valuables upstairs.
If you live in a ground floor flat or bungalow, make
arrangements to stay with a neighbour or relative.
If this is not possible, ensure that the Community
Services Directorate (0345 678 9000 ) is made aware of
your difficulty, either by telephoning them or by passing a
message to the Police.
Before you leave, secure all doors and windows, and take
with you all cash and valuables, together with important
medicines.
Remember to make provisions for domestic animals.
If you vacate your home as a result of flooding, it is
essential that you notify the police of your absence, giving a
contact telephone number/address.
If you can arrange for a neighbour to make regular
checks of your property this would be helpful in addition to
the measures the police will be taking.
Ask the neighbour to inform the police by the ‘999’
system if they see or hear anything suspicious.
Recovery from flooding
Personal Safety
For your own safety wear rubber boots in an area flooded
with more than 5cm of standing water.
Record details of damage, ie photographs and video.
This will be useful when making an insurance claim.
Use protective clothing, ie gloves and masks when
cleaning water, mud and other debris from the house. Ensure
that you wash any part of your body that comes into contact
with infected materials.
Store valuable papers that have been damaged in the
freezer until you are able to work on them. Lawyers will
advise whether to save the papers or just the information on
them.
Contact your insurance company
Your insurance company may have set procedures
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Churches Together
Lent Discussion Groups
With Christmas and New Year only just over it seems
that we all deserve a good rest before the next round of
festivities. However, Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent, falls
on 13th February this year. As a result, Churches Together in
the Strettons are already preparing for their annual series of
Lent discussion groups.
These discussion groups are made up of a mix of people
from the different churches in the Strettons. Not only does
this provide the opportunity for each church to deepen its
fellowship with others, it also enables stimulating discussion
and a chance to work together towards a greater visible unity.
A number of people host the groups in their own homes
whilst another person is the leader. Meetings are usually
held in the afternoons or evenings. The groups are friendly
and informal and everybody is encouraged to join in the
discussion.
Glimpses of God is the title of the latest of the popular
York courses, which we aim to follow this year. This course
draws on the Bible to show where we can find strength and
encouragement as we live in these turbulent times. There are
five weekly sessions entitled:
1. The God who hears our cry
2. The Shepherd who guides and guards his people
3. The Son who is the Way, the Truth and the Life
4. The God who shares our pain
5. The God who calms our fears
From this course we hope to understand how our faith
helps us to cope with the many demands of living in the 21st
century.
Details of how to join a Lent Discussion Group will
be available from churches during February. Further
information will be published in next month’s Focus.
Dick and Janet Ward
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Church Stretton
WI Update
‘Out with the old, in with the
new’
The Church Stretton WI
AGM is the time for reviewing the
year: the visit to the National Arboretum, the soggy summer
evening walk in Corvedale, the ‘get togethers’ at the knit
and natter, winter warmer lunch, and shoe box packing for
Operation Christmas Child.
However, the AGM is also the time for looking forward
to the new year.
It was agreed to join with the town in next year’s
Remembrance Day commemoration by laying a wreath
at the War Memorial. We learned that Denman College
is currently in financial difficulty. Many members have
taken advantage of the excellent courses offered at Denman
both recently and in the past. A lively debate ensued as we
completed a survey to help determine Denman’s future.
The NFWI resolutions for 2013 should prove more food
for thought, asking us to choose between ways to keep young
people suicide-safe on-line or resolving concerns about the
decline of high streets and town centres.
Our programme for 2013 ranges from Wildlife
Conservation to Mystery and Magic. Our new programme
secretary would welcome any ideas for speakers for 2014.
Personally I would like something which involves sampling
chocolate!
We would like to extend a welcome to the new Marmaladies
WI and hope that we can create links between our two WIs.
The January meeting will be held at 7.15pm on Tuesday
8th at the SHI, where we hope one of us will have a pleasant
surprise. Visitors will be welcome too.
Judith Randell

Catholic Voice
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way to holiness.
The rules are straightforward and can be
encompassed by the word ‘sharing’.
The Team shares a meal once a month in
each other’s houses.
During the meal each couple shares news.
Afterwards a passage from scripture is read; the chaplain
may then encourage reflection, and prayers on the passage
are individually offered, again an act of sharing. Then set
prayers are said together.
The meeting continues with sharing on the ‘Endeavours’
- exercises members ‘endeavour’ to carry out between
meetings. They can be simply listed as praying together
or individually, reading scripture, establishing a rule of
life (some small discipline that will help the couple’s
relationship) and once a month to sit down together to
review the relationship. An annual endeavour is to attend
a retreat together. After 30 years in Teams and 51 years of
marriage my wife and I are still endeavouring!
You may have noticed it was an Anglican couple who
introduced us to Teams. We would like to point out that the
organisation is open to all married Christians and has been
found to be of great value to those in ‘mixed’ marriages as a
forum for exploring spirituality together.
Paul Cunningham

january 2013

More than thirty years in the same team!
Thirty years ago neighbours moved from Knutsford to
Somerset. For several years our families met for holidays. It
wasn’t long before we noticed a new influence in their lives.
They had joined Teams!
Well! What was strange was that this Anglican couple had
found comfort and solace in a Catholic organisation called
‘Teams of Our Lady’. They wanted us, as Catholics, to know
about it. We too moved from Knutsford, settling near Banbury.
Our friends asked us to host an evening for friends to
hear about ‘Teams’. A meeting was arranged and we soon
had a Team of four couples with a priest as chaplain. In time,
more Teams were formed in Northamptonshire.
So, what has kept us in Teams
‘Teams of Our Lady’ is an organisation formed to
enhance the spiritual life of married couples. It was formed
when a young French couple asked their pastor for help to
continue living their faith as fully as possible. His response
was ‘let us make the journey together’. That was in Paris
immediately before its occupation during World War 2.
After the war ‘Teams’ expanded, and to prevent its
becoming a ‘dining club’ rules were established, which have
enabled Teams to spread to over 50 countries. They have
inspired couples to give their relationship priority and show
that marriage is a place of love, a path to happiness and a
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Motorcycling Memories – Part 3

O

ne of my next adventures was in a car I had built
really like small Italian motorcycles. When I retired in 2009 we
myself. During 1991 and 1995, I built a Triumph
finally did the deal, and I now have a bike which matches my
GT6 convertible sports car which I drove to
car!
Riding a motorcycle is a wonderful experience which
Fieberbrunn in Austria in 2000, where I had gone on a trip
is much more involving and rewarding than driving a car.
whilst attending Adams Grammar School in 1960. I drove
You are more aware of the road surface, making you a better
over the Grossglockner mountain pass, which at 3,798
driver. You don’t so much steer
metres is the highest mountain in
round corners, you think the bike
Austria and also the Klausen Pass
round. Linking bends together,
in Switzerland, site of the famous
you are totally at one with the
historic hill climb; both of which
machine, and it is more about
were very exciting with stunning
precision than pure speed; you are
scenery. In Fieberbrunn I walked
flying. It is a passion. At the end
in the hills, dining al fresco on
of a ride you feel great, especially
‘Gröstl’, a delicious Tyrolean dish
if the trip has been to new places.
of fried potatoes cut into pieces;
It is a great way to explore the
and pork, topped with a fried egg
countryside. You hear birds
and seasoned with salt, pepper,
singing; smell the ripening crops
marjoram, caraway seeds and
in the fields; feel the warmth of
parsley. Simply wonderful.
Later that year, my great
the sun, and the breeze on you.
friend in Derby, Graham Curtis,
The sense of freedom, of being
At St Kirchplatz’l, Austrian Tirol
(no relation) told me, “You need
at one with the bike, to feel more
another motorbike”. He built me
alive, and at one with the world
a Honda 400/4 which I will always keep; for the cost of the
and all its wonders is difficult to appreciate unless you have
parts alone. This bike has taken me on many long rides over
experienced it.
Motor cyclists are a true brotherhood; should you break
the Mynd and deep into Wales. If ever a bike feels ‘right’, this
down, the next biker along will stop and help.
one does. I hope to take it to the Isle of Man at some point.
I have never ever met a motorcyclist who was not content
Amongst his collection, Graham also had a rare 1975 Italian
with himself. If you stop at a roadside café, other bikers will
Gilera Arcore 150cc. I rode this once when visiting him, and
really liked it. It had been found in a skip in the Cotswolds by always come and chat. Countless times I have heard, ‘I used
to have one of those!’ You meet as strangers and leave as
his father-in-law, who had offered to collect it in return for a
bottle of gin! It has since been known as the ‘Ginera’. Graham friends; such is the spirit of motorcycling. I hope I will enjoy
my motorcycling for many years to come. My friend Graham
made a wonderful job of restoring it, and was looking for a
says there is a mathematical formula to work out how many
colour to paint it. I suggested Porsche Guards red, which was
the colour I had painted my sports car. This he did, and when motorcycles a man needs. It is (n+1). How right he is!
Les Curtis
he said he might sell it I jumped at the chance to own it, as I

Focus on Faith
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themselves and
focused on the
presence of ‘god’
(by whatever name) in every man. I recall his spirituality as
if it were something tangible; to work with someone I so
admired was memorable.
In this memory I can see that he helped me think
about my faith in new ways. Religions seek convoluted
explanations of how a supposedly all-powerful and merciful
god can permit the violence of concentration camps,
the Sarajevo massacres or tribal genocide. The truth is
that powerful people inclined to such violence need no
permission. We have to recognize that goodness is a human
characteristic. When people demonstrate negative goodness,
religions will give words to their gods to explain any
resulting human inhumanity.
The spirituality I saw in Rabbi Hugo Gryn was
profoundly human. He was a victim of unimaginable
physical and mental violence, who sought no explanations,
only understanding. He understood the power that lies in
human choice, and in that understanding his humility and
humanity shone out.
Roger Wilson

january 2013

M

any years ago I was asked to lead a workshop
at a conference looking at issues involving the
regulation of religious programmes on local TV
services. At the time there were a few local programmes
on cable TV but there was, and still is, no widespread local
television.
I remember that we agreed that the multiplicity of
cultures and religions in our society must be respected, that
access to local TV must be on an equal basis, and should
be seen to be on an equal basis within each community. At
that time established faiths dominated national religious
programming and the challenges of local Mormons, or
radical Islamists, seeking airtime had yet to be addressed.
One member of our workshop reported back to the
main conference – his name was Rabbi Hugo Gryn. Hugo
survived Auschwitz as a teenager. His father and brother died
there. He became Rabbi of the West London Synagogue, one
of Europe’s largest, in 1965 and served his congregation until
he died in 1996. His contributions to Radio 4’s “Thought
for the Day” for much of that time are fondly remembered.
Forgiveness often featured in his talks, although he said
that only God could forgive the Holocaust. His messages
crossed the demarcation lines which religions draw around
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Little Stretton, Marshbrook
and Minton Celebrating the
Diamond Jubilee
Church Stretton Local
Police Team:
P.S 1396 Adrian WOOLLEY
P.C 1357 Damon PRESTON
C.S.O 6460 Ross O’NEIL
Volunteer Jayne CHARD
Volunteer Dan GORE

P.A.C.T public surgeries
Mayfair Café,
Wednesday 9th January
15:00hrs
Church Stretton,
Police station
Saturday 19th January
09:00hrs – 12:00hrs

You can contact us in the following ways:
Emergency:		
999
Non emergency only:
101
Local Police Team message service: 01743 264777
or email - churchstretton.lptwestmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
Web site: www.westmercia.police.uk
Facebook: Church Stretton Neighbourhood Watch
0800 555 111
Crime stoppers:			

Here are 12 Questions to while away a dark evening…
1. Where was the Quaker school in Little Stretton?
2. What and Where, is the “Village Triangle”?
3. Which is the highest property in Little Stretton?
4. In which year was All Saints’, Little Stretton built?
5. Where was the Crown Inn in Little Stretton?
6. Where would you find Mr Wong in Little Stretton?
7. How many Methodist Churches were there in Little
Stretton?
8. Where did some visitors to Little Stretton go to wash
and get their water?
9. Which is the oldest house in Little Stretton?
10. When was the Bypass built and what was its first use?
11. Where was the train Halt in Little Stretton?
12. Which special visitor came to Little Stretton to
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee?
You’ll find the answers, and more, in the Diamond
Jubilee DVD film specially made to celebrate the Jubilee.
With some 12 unique interviews of local ‘characters’ as well
as films of the local Jubilee Events, including the Dog Show,
Tug o’war and some of the Open Gardens, the DVD lasts an
hour and ten minutes.
Even though the DVD is deposited in the Time Capsule,

Crime Reported For Church Stretton Police Area
1st November 2012 – 31st November 2012
Burglary dwelling – Ludlow Road (Detected)
1 Crime
Burglary not dwelling – Hazler Road
1 Crime
Attempt burglary dwelling – Ludlow Road (Detected)
						 1 Crime
Attempt burglary not dwelling – Hazler Road
1 Crime
Criminal Damage – High Street
2 Crimes
Assault – High Street (Detected)
1 Crime

All Stretton
Amateur Dramatics Society

Rehearsals are underway for our annual pantomime to be
performed on 14th, 15th and 16th February 2013 at the
Village Hall. ‘Rumplestiltskin’ has been specially written
for the Society by Carole Richards and directed by Helen
Townend.
Tickets will be available at Burway Books and John Thomas
Florist. Adults £4, children £2.50. Evening performances
are at 7.30pm and the Saturday matinee is at 2pm.
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which is not due to be opened for 100 years, you can have
your own copy now for just £7.50. (After expenses, any
surplus money will be donated to Little Stretton Village
Hall.)
To obtain your DVD, please contact…
Mike Bourke, The Maltings, Little Stretton
Shropshire, SY6 6AP Telephone 01694 722910
Just to whet your appetite, why not visit the website
www.frpaulmiller.co.uk/PAUL_MILLER_MEDIA/
Welcome.html
where you’ll find some short clips from the film.
Paul Miller

january 2013

NEWS
Public help Police arrest burglary suspect in Church
Stretton
Local residents in Church Stretton helped police arrest a
suspected house burglar in Church Stretton on Wednesday
28th November 2012.
One member of the public phoned 999 to report what
they thought was a burglary in progress at a house in Ludlow
Road at around 1.15pm. They said a man was acting
suspiciously and appeared to be trying to break into a house.
The first of six police officers arrived at the scene within
seven minutes of the call being received. A search was
conducted but the suspect had left the immediate area.
But another resident, having spotted a man running and
jumping over a garden fence in Central Avenue, also phoned
police. The suspect was quickly traced by officers hiding in a
nearby garden shed and was arrested after being restrained.
The incident demonstrates how local people can play a
vital role in preventing crime by being alert and immediately
contacting the police if they see something suspicious.
A 36-year-old man was taken to custody at Shrewsbury
police station on suspicion of attempted burglary.
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Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care
January Meeting – Roger Wilson
What I have learned about cancer research
Roger first became involved as a patient representative
in cancer research in 2002. Ten years on he has seen a huge
range of developments. He served on the Board of the
National Cancer Research Institute (NCRI) for three years
and remains a member of its patient advisory group.
From biology, to chemistry, to a drug first used in
a patient, to a licence and into general use, the path a
new treatment travels is something we do not always
understand. And it is not just drugs; cancer research involves
developments in surgery, radiotherapy, imaging and genetic
science. All with the aim of making things better for patients.
Future Meetings and Events
Jan 14 Roger Wilson – see above
Feb 11 Doreen Hall – What’s your month been like ?
Regular meetings at Mayfair start at 2.30pm
Better Information for Cancer Patients
The NHS is taking seriously the challenge of getting
more and better information about cancer into the hands
of patients. The Information Prescriptions project, where a

doctor can ‘prescribe’ information for
patients to be provided by hospital
information units, is on course to
be rolled out in more hospitals and
covering more cancers. Many patient
charities are supporting the project,
making access to their information and support much
easier. A new website has also been launched designed to
inform and empower patients, their friends and families by
providing access to the same information that is currently
available to cancer professionals. The project is supported by
the Cannon Foundation and SixPartsWater.org – charities
committed to supporting patients, and by eCancerTV,
a professionals’ information project originally funded by
the European Commission. The website contains videos
using experts to help inform and explain. It can be found at
http://ecancerpatient.org/ To get in touch with Stretton &
Shropshire Cancer Care please contact:
Lesley McIntyre – 723427 or Roger Wilson - 722123
or come to a meeting at Mayfair.
Roger Wilson

URC Voice

Flicks in The Sticks

In the beginning, God….
My title for this piece comes
from the opening words of the
bible. It is of course, a statement of
faith and not a statement of fact.
There was nobody there to observe
God being there ‘in the beginning’ and anyway, what would
they have seen if they had been there? Any record of the
beginning of creation has to be speculation. Religion does
this in the form of a story or myth, telling how the heavens
and the earth and everything else, including ourselves, were
created. Science has its own story, speculating on some event
which it calls the ‘big bang’. So it seems that, as human
beings, we have a need to know about beginnings and
endings. It’s not that simple because we can always ask “what
was there before the beginning, and what will be there after
the ending?” – and that kind of questioning can go on ad
infinitum.
Religion has come up with the idea of God, who is said
to be both the beginning and the end. This is a useful idea
because it completes the circle (or should that be ‘squares the
circle’?) If the beginning is the end, that does away with the
need for either, and provides a way in for the word ‘eternal.’
So while the scientists will continue to look for their
‘big bang’, religions should be looking into the mystery of
God and asking questions like “who is God and what does
the word ‘God’ mean? God could be understood as the force
of power (or spirit?) holding the universe in being. And
since we are ourselves ‘in being’, we can be aware of some
connection. But if there is neither beginning or end, there
is only NOW, which is eternal. And so it is in the ‘here and
now’ that we should be able to discover our relationship with
the Ground of All Being that we call God And if religions
were encouraging us to do this, instead of squabbling with
one another (and with themselves) about who’s got the right
answers – the world would heave a sigh of relief!
Donald Horsfield
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Church Stretton
Monday 7th January: Moonrise Kingdom
The gorgeously realised Moonrise Kingdom promises
a rare treat, especially for lovers of Wes Anderson’s work
(Rushmore, The Royal Tenenbaums, The Life Aquatic,
Fantastic Mr Fox). Set on a picturesque island off New
England in the 60s, he follows a young boy and girl as
they fall in love and run away together, causing various
factions of the town to mobilise a search, and chaos –
of a wittily deadpan, beautifully-styled kind – ensues.
Anderson fills his colourful world with delightfully
guileless characters including Bruce Willis as the town
sheriff; Edward Norton as a camp leader; and Bill Murray
and Frances McDormand as the girl’s parents in this
almost absurdly pleasing film.
Church Stretton School 7.30 pm. Entry £4, £2.
Refreshments available, comfortable seating, new
improved sound quality and easy car parking at the
School as usual. Enquiries to 01694 724330.
Hope Bowdler
Wednesday 9th January at 7.30pm. The new season of
films from Flicks in the Sticks in Hope Bowdler Village
Hall starts with The Iron Lady. Meryl Streep gives a
remarkable portrait of Margaret Thatcher in her later
years, with flashbacks to her time as Prime Minister. Jim
Broadbent also stars as her supportive husband during
that difficult era.
Tickets still at £4 and of course, homemade cakes
during the interval.

Thank You

I would like to express my gratitude to Sue Hallett
and David Jones for providing Church Stretton with a
wholefood shop for the past thirteen years. I have greatly
appreciated it. I would like to wish Jo and Bob all the very
best as they, thankfully, step into Sue & David’s shoes.
Meg Bacon
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Behind the Iron Curtain

Anglican Voice
Are we the wisest generation that ever
lived?
We like to think we are wiser than
our forebears. It is ironic that, in an age
when many are seeking to discover their
roots and booksellers are reprinting the wisdom of the
ancients, an idea has only to be described as “old-fashioned”
or “Victorian”, or not appropriate for the 21st century, to
be written off without even considering the merits of the
case. C.S. Lewis called this “chronological snobbery”! It was
around in his day yet many concepts thought to be modern
and progressive then are considered old hat now. But have
we been so wise?
When I was in my teens everyone seemed to be hailing
the age of sexual liberation. We were getting rid of the
hypocrisy of former times and now everyone was free to ‘do
what you feel’. And where has this led? To Jimmy Savile and
the associated abuses being uncovered. To the colossal rise
in broken relationships caused by infidelity, with the hurts
and rejections so many have suffered. To pornography being
freely available with the resulting behaviour. Plus the CRB
industry, discouraging many from having any involvement
with children.
We decided that morality was a matter for the individual
– there is no right and wrong, just what’s right for you or
what’s right for me - it is up to each of us to decide for
ourselves. So the bankers and the MPs did. Aren’t we all free
now to decide greed is right for us?!
We decided freedom of speech had to be absolute,
except, of course, if you were Mary Whitehouse! Or wanting
to show what actually happens in an abortion. Any mocking
of Jesus was allowed but not certain other religious figures.
Now people see that maybe Mary Whitehouse had a point
about what we feed on.
Our forebears did not get everything right but does not
every age have its blind spots? Don’t we need some yardstick
by which to test fresh ideas on how to live? We are still in the
12 days of celebrating One who claimed to have come from
God and to speak eternal truth. Might not He have views
that are worth considering seriously as we face the challenges
of 2013?
Happy New Year.
Richard Hill
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member of the Slovak Teachers’ Choir, and that
with them he had travelled to the International
Eisteddfod at Llangollen soon after the war.
While there he had made friends with a Miss
Gregory from London, and for a time they corresponded
regularly. “But I am a devout Christian,” he said, “and I was
reported to the authorities for telling my pupils of my beliefs.
I was dismissed from my post and I was lucky to find a
labouring job on a farming commune. Here is Miss Gregory’s
address. Please to write and tell her I shall always remember,
but say never to write to me again as all my mail is examined
before I see it, and more letters from England can only bring
me more trouble.”
Before I could think of a suitably meaningful reply he
shook hands again and vanished into the silent darkness. The
authorities in Bratislava forbade the trip to England because the
programme “did not consist of Soviet songs and work songs.”
Ralph Oldham
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Some Precious Memories
One very wet autumn evening in 1948 a chatty fellowpassenger on a Midland Red bus told me that her Czech
penfriend had a colleague who also wanted to write to somebody
in this country. Soon I heard from Bohumila, a young Sunday
school teacher in a village a hundred miles or so east of Prague.
Her family and mine are still the best of friends – with many
shared memories, some of which feature Church Stretton.
A few years after we began writing to each other
Bohumila married.
Zdenek, whose father was a high-ranking official at
Prague University. That official was deeply saddened by what
the Russian-backed government was doing to the country he
dearly loved. He was reported to the authorities for saying so
and he was sent to prison for twelve years.
My first visit to Czechoslovakia was in 1966. After
Bohumila and her husband had shown me all over the
beautiful city of Prague, Zdenek took me to visit his cousin
Milan Svrcina who lived in the little market town of Valasske
Klobouky in a hilly district on the border with Slovakia.
Milan was a brilliant player of the cymbalom. (Imagine
a xylophone with piano-like strings instead of metal bars
and you have a pretty good impression of this instrument.)
Because of his exceptional musical skill Milan was much in
demand among folk groups in his district. When I first met
him Milan told me of his passionate belief in the value of
friendly contacts between ordinary people of many countries
on a strictly non-political basis. To help to work towards this
aim he had taught himself four languages.
He said he was in touch with people in forty-one different
countries, but that he greatly regretted not having been able
to find a friend in the USA. I was able to recall the address of
Ralph Baird in Nebraska. Three years later Ralph and I were
together enjoying the welcome of Milan’s family and their
musical friends - and getting to know a couple from Belgium.
Music was the secret of how many Czech people kept
up their spirits in the depressing circumstances under which
they lived: they sang cheerful folk songs - many of which I
recorded on my primitive portable apparatus. One of my
most treasured recordings features a beautiful rural tradition.
The many flocks of sheep which lived on the hills were often
tended by shepherdesses. Sitting alone all day on a hilltop
could be a boring experience. But if a girl spotted a friend
doing the same job on the next hill, and the air was calm
she could raise her strong folk-music voice and sing several
lines of traditional greeting and her friend would make the
appropriate reply. This was known as ‘the shepherdesses’ echo.
Three shepherdesses whose family I visited with Milan
sang soprano, mezzo-soprano and contralto. Their mother
sang soprano, their father bass, and their brother tenor.
When a family like that fills their farmhouse with friends
for an evening of music-making if you’re lucky enough to be
among them the experience is unforgettable!
Many years ago I took an invitation from the Church
Stretton Arts Festival committee, supported by West
Midlands Arts, to ask a folk group to make a tour in this
country. After I had watched a dress rehearsal of their
programme, every item of which was filled with beauty and
good humour, we adjourned to a restaurant in the hills where
singing continued almost non-stop. While this was going
on Milan came to me and said “Ralph, please to come to
the door. Somebody wishes to see you.” Rudolf stood in the
shadows so that only his forearm came into the light from
inside as we shook hands. He told me that he had been a
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South Shropshire Inter Faith
Forum

T

he NEW series of informal meetings (sort of
Interfaith Round Table) are underway. Lasting no
more than an hour at various venues, the format
is to be a ten minute introduction to a topical subject of
interest, then a free and open discussion to explore our
commonalities & differences, within and between faiths,
all over a cup of tea or soft drink. This series continues at
Lunchtime 12.15pm on Thursday 17th January 2013
The New 194th State in the UN – a journey to freedom
and peace?
At the Pilgrim Centre, Dale Street, Craven Arms
Within the interfaith vision we pursue the idea of
longing for real understanding of the unity of all humanity;
then these thoughts may be helpful on our journey:

Rainbow over the Long Mynd
Picture by ‘Her Ladyship’

Christmas Lights and Fayre

T

2013 Holocaust Memorial Day is Sunday January 27th
at 6.30pm at Craven Arms Community Centre.
The theme is Communities Together: building a bridge.
This year, the event will consist of:
• a remembering of the Holocaust and Genocides in
living memory
• a shared conversation on current crises and how we
together can change the course
• a time of reflection, audio visual, readings, music,
upon the Day
The 90 minute session will include refreshments and for
those who wish to stay, a continuing of our conversation for
a short time.
Two schools, Stretton and Concord Colleges are engaged
in projects which they may display or talk about at the
evening.
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from the Christingle Service and we started the first carol to
the accompaniment of the accordion played by our ‘organ
man’, Nick Williams. With the crowd gathering under the
gazebos we had transferred earlier, the switching on of the
tree lights at 5pm by Kate of Plush Cycles was perfect. A
really ‘BIG THANK YOU’ to the Co-op and its Manager,
Mike Bugiel, for the very generous boxes of goodies which
were handed to the children to keep them happy whilst
singing, when visiting Santa’s Grotto and at all other times!
Throughout all the afternoon activities there were five wet
penguins running around Church Stretton slipping and
sliding everywhere.
Last but not least thank you to all those who volunteered
to put up the lights, Rotary and especially to Brian Evans
and Don Rogers, to Matthew Stevens (Stevens Landscape
Gardens) who donated the tree and to Ian Beaver (Shropshire
Building Supplies) for his installation equipment services.
Event Organiser, Cllr Tom Beaumont, Mayor,
Church Stretton Town Council
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‘A Housing Policy for the Shropshire Hills AONB?’
Shropshire Council’s public consultation on its housing
development proposals up to 2026 has now been extended
well into the summer. This allows for more public debate
on how Church Stretton and its surrounding villages
should respond in order to meet local housing needs, while
conserving the landscape of this Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB). National Parks maintain this
balance by having their own specific housing policies,
because they are planning authorities in their own right.
Church Stretton is the only town in the Shropshire Hills
AONB. Should it be allowed to have an area-specific
housing policy, similar to the National Parks?
This is the subject of a public debate, being organised
by the Strettondale Area Partnership, to be held on Tuesday
5th February at 7pm in the All Stretton Village Hall. All
residents interested in shaping the future of our local area are
encouraged to come along and contribute their views.
Bob Welch, Chairman, Strettondale Area Partnership

Picture of the Square by Yvonne Beaumont
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Housing Policy Consultation

he people and children who braved the day were
wonderful, even if the weather wasn’t! The jazz group,
SJQ, played through dripping rain in the gazebo in
The Square to entertain the stallholders and all visitors with
festive music but even they had to give up at 4.15pm! It was
then that the barrel organ, which through the afternoon
had been located at the bottom end of Sandford Avenue
by Chocolate Haven, came up to The Square to further
entertain. At 4.45pm children and parents filtered down

14/12/2012 11:52

38

Learn Mindfulness Meditation at Mayfair

T

he next 8-week
Mindfulness Meditation
course is due to start on
Tuesday 15th January 2013. It will run from 7pm to 9pm
at the Mayfair. A number of people are now benefiting
from being more mindful in their daily lives as a result of
attending this course. Would you too like to be able to make
better decisions? Be more accepting of yourself, and maybe
others too? Spend less time worrying and more time living?
Many people think that meditation is about stopping the
mind, suppressing all thoughts. Mindfulness meditation is a
lot more realistic – it’s more about accepting the mind as it
is, with all its bad habits. Frequently we are on ‘automatic
pilot’. Our thoughts hi-jack us off into the future or past,
sometimes pleasant, but often we re-live and pre-live
unpleasantness. How wonderful would it be to be able to
stop such thoughts in their tracks and make an active choice
whether to let our minds carry us down well worn paths, or
whether to choose to direct our minds somewhere else?
Learning mindfulness involves learning to become more
conscious of what’s going on falling awake, instead of falling
asleep. Learning to simply see, and simply hear, to be in the

Ley Gardens
Knit and Natter

R

present moment, without attaching all sorts of thoughts or
worries to it. How much more comfortable would it be to
see lines and angles in yellow and red, rather than a rusty
JCB? Of course, being able to take a different viewpoint
doesn’t stop it being a rusty JCB, but it does give us choice
about how we relate to things. And with choice comes
clearer thought leading to better relationships, better mood
and easier and better decision making.
The good news is that these techniques can be learned,
in much the same way as we learned to ride a bicycle or
to swim. And of course, just like swimming, the best time
to learn is when you don’t need it. Learning a new skill
when you’re drowning isn’t very effective, whether it’s water
surrounding you or everyday problems.
Course presenters Joe Collins and Rachel Finch-Lees
have both attended Mindfulness courses and have felt the
benefits of approaching life more mindfully. The cost of
the course is just £40, or £5 per session, to cover room hire,
handouts and CDs.
To find out more and to reserve a place please call Joe on
07906 081907 or Rachel on 01694 725509 or email joe@
mindfulnessgroup.co.uk.

Church Stretton Artist
Wins 3 Counties Open Art Exhibition
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esidents of Ley Gardens
together with friends, meet
every Monday afternoon for a
‘knit and natter’ session and to enjoy
a cup of tea and a cake. For several
years, an annual charity event has
been organised by one of its founder
members Margaret Lockhart, at which

items produced during the year are
sold to make money for local charities
chosen by the group. The event was
held on Saturday 10th November when
a total of £769 was raised and this year,
the local charities to benefit were Good
Neighbours and Ring and Ride. The
photo shows Joan Cowan presenting
the proceeds on behalf of the Knit
and Nat Group Ride to Lois Mileson
(Ring and Ride) and Dr Derek Griffiths
(Good Neighbours)
Anyone interested in joining the
group on a Monday afternoon would
be very welcome. Please get in touch
with Margaret (01694 724068)

January 2013 mag.indd 24

C

Chris Clements (right) with winning drawing
and Professor Martin Crawford - Photo by Richard Burgess

hurch Stretton artist Chris Clements has been announced winner of this
year’s 3 counties open art exhibition held at Keele University. The award
was presented to Chris by Professor Martin Crawford for his charcoal
drawing of the Hartland coastline, Devon and is the second time he has won
the prestigious award. Chris, who studied Classical realist painting and drawing
techniques in Florence has featured regularly in the show over the last five years
and has also exhibited with the Pastel Society in London and the Millard &
Lancaster Gallery in Shrewsbury.
The popular 3 Counties open exhibition attracted over 400 entries from all over
Shropshire, Staffordshire and Cheshire. It is a great opportunity to see some of the
region’s best artists working in print, water-colour, oil and drawing media
Chris Clements
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Shropshire Literary Society

L

ocal author Katy Moran delighted Shropshire Literary
Society at a talk on 26th November. Starting with
a fascinating story of the inspiration provided by
a Saxon brooch, she gave an insight into the process of
composition and the discipline required, finishing with a
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Shropshire
Wildlife Trust
Fowl Play at Venus Pool
A joint field trip on 19 January
2013 with Shropshire Wildlife Trust and
Shropshire Ornithologists
Forget shovelling snow and instead
come with us to see Shovelers, Shelduck and a daunting
list of other wildfowl and waders on the Pool, as well as
Woodpeckers and Treecreepers at the woodland edges, and
Buntings on the meadow. Water Rail, Kingfisher and Merlin
are possibilities, even the endangered Hen Harrier.

Photo 2: Katy Moran with Thelma Thompson, Chairperson
of Shropshire Literary Society
short reading from her exciting new novel ‘Hidden Among
Shoveler Copyright Gary Cox
Us’, due to be published next March. There followed a
lively discussion, and Katy signed copies of her books for
Meet leader Dave Pearce in the Venus Pool car park at
members.
9.30 am.
David Howard
Tickets are £2 for SWT and SOS members, £3 others
Secretary, Shropshire Literary Society from Janet Martin on 01694 722361. Ask about car sharing.
Tel: 01694 722904 Foul weather gear advised.

Shropshire’s New Police and Crime Commissioner
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Commissioner’s Office, the Police and the general public.
I am under no illusions as to the challenges I face in
this new role. We are currently living in times of austerity
where finance and resources are limited, and police budgets
have been slashed by millions of pounds. I aim to ensure
that what funding is available is used wisely to provide an
effective and efficient police force within West Mercia and to
prevent crime and disorder.
The Olympic Games (London 2012) is an example of
what can be achieved by organisations and the dedication
and motivation of individuals to inspire others to achieve
greater things. I want to use my position to inspire others to
be leaders in the community to prevent crime and disorder,
and build a better and safer society for the people of West
Mercia. I would particularly like to encourage leadership
within communities to promote and provide activities for
young people, which engage as many people as possible.
Over the next few months I will be writing my first
Police and Crime Plan and would welcome feedback on my
proposals before the plan is finalised. I will publish details
on my website www.westmercia-pcc.gov.uk by 7 January
2013 and you will have until 18 January 2013 to submit
responses. To keep costs down I intend where possible to
consult electronically via my website or email but will of
course post details to those not online.
If you would like to receive information on future
consultations under taken by my office please either visit my
website, email opcc@westmercia.pnn.police.uk or complete
the enclosed form.
Bill Longmore
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Statement….
I have recently been elected as West Mercia’s first
Police and Crime Commissioner, covering Herefordshire,
Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and Worcestershire. I would
like to take this opportunity to introduce myself and explain
how you can let me know your views on my proposals for
policing and community safety.
The role of Police and Crime Commissioner is set out in
the Police and Social Responsibility Act 2011. It is a new role
but broadly I am responsible for securing the maintenance
of the police force within West Mercia and ensuring that it is
effective and efficient. My responsibilities include:
• Holding the Chief Constable to account.
• Developing and issuing a police and crime plan and
publishing an annual report.
• Setting the budget for policing and making
community safety grants.
• Obtaining the views of people and victims of crime
within West Mercia about matters concerning
policing.
• Co-operating with criminal justice bodies, to ensure
an efficient and effective criminal justice service, and
with community safety partners, having regard to
their priorities.
I do not intend to be a faceless man sitting in an office,
but out listening to the community. I aim to provide a
strong and powerful voice for the people of West Mercia
and represent their views about how crime and disorder
is prevented and its consequences are tackled. I want
to develop a closer working relationship between the
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Library events to brighten your spirits in January
Time to Listen – a new year, a new day, a new time.
Tuesday 8 January: 11am-12 noon
Time to Listen is a book-time with a difference for
adults. Come to the library and take some time to relax and
listen to a good story or poem read aloud.
The theme for January’s Time to Listen is “Childhood
Memories”.
Admission is free – just come along
Storytime
Storytime sessions are held every Friday morning at
10.30-11am, come and join in the fun with stories and
rhymes, puppets and toys. Storytime is suitable for all
children under 5 years
Rhymetime
Tuesday 29 January: 10.30 – 11am
Rhymetime sessions have songs and rhymes for children
under 3 years. Come and have fun with shakers, bells and
puppets.
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They are recruiting volunteers to help the public with their
research problems and help the library with various local
history projects.
It is planned to have the information sessions on
Thursday from 1-4pm.Training will be given to the
volunteers by staff from the Shropshire Archives, before the
information sessions start.
Would this interest you?
The Home Library Service
This service has been in operation at this library for a
year. At present we have 13 volunteers visiting 16 Church
Stretton residents, who are unable to get to the library.
Books and other items for entertainment are taken to the
resident’s homes fortnightly.
Could you help?
Storytime
We have five volunteers who read stories and rhymes for
our weekly Storytime sessions for children under 5 years.
Storytime sessions are held on Friday mornings from 10.30Volunteering Opportunities at Church Stretton Library
11am. All we ask is that you like children and can spare
We have three types of volunteering opportunities at this some time to join in the fun.
library in 2013:
Would this suit you?
Local History
For further Information contact Jenny Robinson at
Church Stretton Local History Group are intending to
Church Stretton Library Tel: 01694 722535 or email
run information sessions at the library from February 2013.
churchstretton.library@shropshire.co.uk

Jesus and Buddha: crossing religious
boundaries
Donald Horsfield: Tuesday, 15th January
2013
The URC, High Street, Church Stretton
All religions are part of the human
response to being alive in this amazing and
mysterious universe. Each of the world’s
religions has its own understanding of our
relationship with that underlying mystery or transcendent
reality, which may be called God, or some other name.
Unfortunately, most of these religions have been
competitive
(missionary), making
exclusive claims for
themselves, and wanting
to replace the others.
For the sake of world
peace, and the harmony
of future generations,
religions need to grow
out of this kind of
imperialism.
Christianity and
Buddhism have much
in common. I want
to cross the boundary
and see what’s there: see
what I can find to enrich
my own Christian
Donald Horsfield
spirituality.
Women and Men and Power – a theologian and a poet
asks: ‘does power always have to govern relationships’?
Dr Nicola Slee: Tuesday, 29th January 2013.
The URC, High Street, Church Stretton
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Nicola was awarded her Doctorate from
the University of Birmingham in 1999 on
‘the Patterns and Processes of Women’s Faith
Development’. For 26 years she was a
member of an International Seminar
on Religious Education and Values. A
successful tour of Australia and New
Zealand giving public lectures ‘In Search of
the Risen Christa’ indicates her vision and
conviction, as against the miserable record of the Church’s
failure in its relationship with women and LGBT people.
Nicola says on her website ‘I came to Queen’s in 1997
for a term to finish my doctorate – and I’m still here!” Based
in the Research Centre, she co-ordinates the MA Programme
and teaches various courses including feminist theology. Her
main area of specialism is feminist
practical theology, and she has
published widely in this field. She
is also a poet and sees poetry as a
form of theological reflection. She
is currently supervising a number
of folk doing research on the faith
lives of women and girls or (in one
case) the transgendered community.
Also she has recently initiated a
Research Symposium at Queen’s
Dr Nicola Slee
to provide a forum for such
research. This is probably the only
gathering of its kind in the UK. The aim is to gather some
of this research into an edited collection of essays. Nicola
Slee is entirely committed to the empowerment of women
in society, introducing to the public what may have been a
radical idea for many with a short Channel 4 thought: film
‘Can your god be a Woman?’
Contact: Noel Beattie 01694 725530

14/12/2012 11:53

43

Occasional Advertisements
KEN HARTLEY and BOB JONES
All types of general building work
Property Maintenance
Renovations and Conversions
Groundworks
Hard Landscaping
Summerhouses Garden Studios
Established over 15 years, Fully Insured
Tel: Ken Hartley 07970 048477
Bob Jones 01694 781459

Body and Soul Care

Person-centred care and support at home
Experienced Independent carer
Enchanced CRB checked - Insured - References
01694 720098 or 07933 149722
www. bodyandsoulcare.co.uk

BROSELEY BLINDS

AMY PAUL & CO, ACCOUNTANTS
Established 1987

ACCOUNTS, TAX, BOOK-KEEPING, VAT, PAYE
Clients visited anytime, Reasonable Fees
Call Amy Chapman 01694 720000, 07768 436770
amypaulandco@clara.co. uk

STRETTON CLEARANCE

SPECIAL OFFERS ALL YEAR ROUND ON VERTICALS & ROLLERS!
20% OFF ROMANS, VENETIANS AND WOOD VENETIANS.
ALSO DEALS ON CONSERVATORY SIDES
FOR A FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
CALL 07968 647267

ALL GARDEN AND DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES PROMPTLY REMOVED
SCRAP CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH.
01694 724181 or 07968 685623

CHRISTINE WILLIAMS & ASSOCIATES

PETSITS SHROPSHIRE

Business Counsellors
Start-ups Small Enterprises  Self Employed
Business Planning  Cost Control  Marketing
 Networking
From Idea to Plan to Success
Email: christinewilliams0@btinternet.com
Tel: 07801 482656

DOMESTIC, EQUINE and AGRICULTURAL
ANIMAL SERVICES INCLUDING:
DOG WALKING  HORSE EXERCISING
GENERAL YARD WORK
REARING YOUNG STOCK  CLIPPING
CARING FOR PETS and more
PLEASE CALL LISA ON 07805 270624
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The editors note that there has been confusion regarding the possible
inference that Sandford Hardware and Stretton Electrical Appliances are the
same business (‘Shopping in the Strettons’, page 4, December issue). This is
not the case.
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To place an occasional advertisment,
contact 01694 723890
or adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
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