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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meetings

1 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

2 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Burway Books Event
Phil Rickman will be signing his second Dr
Dee book, ‘The Heresy of Dr Dee’,
3.00pm - 5.00pm Burway Books

See Page 17

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Monsieur Lazhar’ 12A
£4 Interval refreshments
7.30pm AS VH

3 Saturday
RNLI

Stall for Christmas Cards, diaries, calendars
and gifts
9.00am-3.00 pm at the Co-op

St Peter’s Church, Rushbury
Autumn Craft Fair
11.00am–4.00pm Rushbury VH

Mayfair Community Centre
‘Call my Bluff’
Wine Tasting Evening with Supper
Tickets £13.50
6.30 for 7.00pm Mayfair

See Page 7

4 Sunday

Burway Books Event
Persephone Books Morris Traveller Tour
3.00pm–4.00pm Burway Books

See Page 17

St Laurence’s Church
Service of Thanksgiving for Departed Loved
Ones. 6.00pm.
6pm St.Laurence’s Church

Photography and design
by Nigel Strachan

2

Printed by WPG, Welshpool

November 2012 mag.indd 2

12/10/2012 12:11

On in the Strettons in November

3

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

5 Monday

Methodist Network Group
Visit Craven Arms Network

Church Stretton Flicks in the Sticks
‘Coriolanus’ £4/£2
7.30pm CS School

See Page 17

Shropshire Literary Society
David Harper on ‘Ring Lardner, Moneyball,
Baseball, Sport and Life’.
7.30 pm Church Stretton Library

6 Tuesday

Engaging Issues
‘Can a Jew, a Muslim and a Christian find
any common ground?’ An Inter Faith Bible
Study on Isaiah 58.
7.30pm URC

See Page 31

7 Wednesday

P.A.C.T Public Surgery
2.00pm Mayfair Café,

CAMEO
Angela Ellis: Mayfair
2.30pm Parish Centre

Long Mynd Camera Club
‘Yellowstone’ and ‘Northern Lights’ Frank
Cartwright 7.30pm URC Hall

Royal British Legion
Short ceremony to affix flags to servicemen’s
graves in Cunnery Road Cemetery. Open
invitation to all

See Page 5

Stretton Traidcraft

All Saints Church, Little Stretton
The 1662 Prayer Book: Its Place in History
and Liturgy’ Lecture by Roger Beckwith
All are welcome and refreshments will be
offered
7.30pm All Saints LS
9 Friday

Country Market

9.15-11.45am Mayfair
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Senior Citizens Club
Hearing Aid Speaker with special telephones
2.30pm URC Hall

Friday Night at the Horne
The Roving Crows, Top Celtic Rock band in
2011. Tickets £8 at Burway Books, Town
Council Office , John Thomas. £9 on the door.
7.30pm SHI

Arts Alive at All Stretton
‘Josh’s Monsters’ by the Multi-Story Theatre
Company. Box Office C.Latchford 01694
723378
7.30pm AS VH

10 Saturday

Church Stretton School
25th Annual Craft Fayre
10.00am–4.00 pm

See Page 29

Church Stretton Methodist Church
Open for quiet prayer or reflection
10.00am-12 noon.

11 Sunday

Royal British Legion
Parade at 9.30am from CS & District Club to
St Laurence’s for Remembrance service at
10.00am and after at Cenotaph 11.00am

See Page 5

St Laurence’s Church
‘Pitstop’ family event. Enjoy a mixture of
games, craft activities, learn new songs and
a 2 course meal. Booking required. £2 per
family 3.00-5.00pm Parish Hall.

12 Monday

Coach Trip to Boundary Mill Stores
Cost £10, booking essential at Mayfair
From Mayfair 10.00am – 4.00pm

See Page 7

Community Housing Forum
Between 6.15pm and 8.15pm. SHI

See Page 5

Stretton Cimate Care
AGM followed at 7.30 p.m. by an open meeting. ‘Hydro Power and an Energy
Co-operative in Cardingmill Valley’.
7.00 pm Cardingmill Pavilion

13 Tuesday

Winter Warmer Event.
Various groups give advice on keeping
warm and well, energy saving etc. Free. All
welcome 10.00am to 2.00pm Craven Arms
Community Centre

See Page 11

RSPB Sth Shropshire Local Group
‘The long trek north’ – An illustrated talk by
Danny Green
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall

See Page 13

Methodist Wives and Friends
Christmas Sugarcraft: demonstration by
Helen Tibbles. Everyone welcome.
8.00pm Methodist Hall

14 Wednesday
Charity Gift Fair

Quality gifts and decorations
Admission £4.50.
Proceeds to Breast Cancer Care
12 noon-8.00pm Parish Centre

See Page 37

Methodist Network Group
‘Peru and Ecuador’ Annie Cockburn
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Salmon Fishing in the Yemen’ Tickets £4
(£2 under-16) and home-made refreshments 7.30pm HB VH

Amnesty International Group
Meeting. For details ring David Owen 01694
722525 davelse@btinternet.com
7.30pm SHI

Funky Food and Ale Night
Meet brewer Tim Sant of Hobson’s Brewery
and taste dishes from the Hobsons Cook
Book. Tickets £5
7.00pm CS & District Club

See Page 38

15 Thursday

Elections for Shropshire
Police and Crime Commissioner SHI

See Page 11

Stretton Climate Care
Drop-In advice session
10.00am-12 noon Jemima’s Kitchen

continued on next page
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Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

Want to volunteer or groups seeking volunteers please call in for a chat with Clive
Leworthy.
10.00am-12.00 noon CS Library

NOVEMber 2012

8 Thursday

Drop-In sessions for Volunteers
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What's On - continued
Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

Longmynd Hotel
Beaujolais Nouveau Evening
For details 01694 722244

16 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘The Deep Blue Sea’ 12A
£4 Interval refreshments
7.30pm AS VH

Cancer Research UK
Quiz Night with Ken Willis Tickets £5 from
722713 or 723773.
Tea and Coffee available 7.30pm,SHI

See Page 25

Save the Children Quiz Night
7.30pm ParishCentre

See Page 24

17 Saturday

RSPB Sth Shropshire Local Group
Wildlife walk at Lower Easton Farm, Leysters
10.00am Meet at the farm

See Page 13

New Zealand Disaster Fund
‘Endeavour Scholarship’
Quiz Night with Ken Willis
Fundraising Quiz
7.45pm start CS & District Club

See Page 21

Ticklerton Folk Dance
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Contact (01694 722418)
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton VH

Countrywomen’s Guild
Half day outing Christmas shopping and
afternoon tea

20 Tuesday

All Stretton Women’s Institute
AGM, Lynn Harvey – Style on a Shoestring
7.30 AS VH

21 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Rev John Chesworth
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No 2
Subject: Streets and Walkways
7.30pm URC Hall
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22-24 Thursday Friday Saturday
The Dorrington Players

‘Tonight at 7.30’ – three one-act plays. Tickets £7 in advance from Burway Books & John
Thomas. £8 on the door. 7.30pm SHI

See Page 29

22 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am–1.00pm Mayfair

23 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Senior Citizens Club
John Corfield: Scales 2.30pm URC Hall

24 Saturday

Christmas Fayre
Father Christmas Grotto
Christingle Service at 4.00pm St Laurence’s
Church
All day. The Square
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Tree of Lights and Christmas Lights Switch
On, with carols. 5.00pm The Square

See Page 23

P.A.C.T Public Surgery
9:00am–12:00noon CS Police station

Rose Cottage Cat Rescue
Christmas Fayre
10.30am—12.30 pm Parish Centre

Burway Book Event
Book Launch: Tracey Swain and Hilary Jane
Jones launch their new book, ‘Shirelands’.
11.00am – 3.00pm Burway Books

See Page 17

Royal British Legion
Poppy Concert by Shrewsbury Male Voice
Choir. Tickets £6
7.30 CS School

See Page 5

25 Sunday

Christmas Art Exhibition
Works by three artists on show at All Stretton.
Refreshment donations going to Hope House
Children’s Hospice.
10.30am-4.30pm AS VH

See Page 42

26 Monday

CS Area Local History Society

Shropshire Ornithological Society
Jim Almond ‘Shropshire’s Magnificent
Peregrines.’ Non-members welcome £2
including refreshments
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Shropshire Literary Society
Local author Katy Moran, talks about her work
7.30 pm Church Stretton Library

27 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library
Rhymetime Session for children under Three
10.30-11.00am CS Library

CS and District Gardening Club
Mrs. Chris Neil: ‘The National Gardens
Scheme’ 7.00pm SHI

CS & District Flower Club
‘I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas’
Sue Davies. All welcome. 7.30pm AS VH

See Page 48

Engaging Issues
The Global Banking Crisis, the Web and what
next? Andrew Pinder: at the centre of today’s
economic and technological hotspots.
7.30pm URC

See Page 31

28 Wednesday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

Church Stretton U3A
‘The history of potting’ John Christophers,
Albrighton Pottery and Meet and greet –
popular music group. 2.00pm Parish Centre

Methodist Network Group
Shropshire Strummers
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Church Stretton Tree Group
‘The Working Woods of Wenlock Edge’ Talk
for the Tree Group by Dr Ian Dormor Members £1.00, non-members £3.00
Methodist Church Hall 7.30pm

See Page 42

29 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

Mayfair Community Centre

Day Care Craft Fayre with Shropshire
‘A Poor Trumpet to Blow and Little
Strummers Admission Free
Applause to Expect’ -The Rise and Decline of
2.00 – 4.00pm Mayfair
See Page 7
the Birmingham Cut Nail Trade. Guy Sjogren
2.30pm URC Hall
.........’What’s On’ continued on page 8
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Royal British Legion - Church Stretton Branch
November is a busy time of the year for the local Branch.
t the AGM held in October, A/Cdre Derek
Crompton stepped down as
Branch Chairman. The new
Chairman, Nigel Marsden, thanked
Derek for all his dedicated service
and said “I look forward to continued
generous support from all our willing
helpers, street collectors, distributors,
house to house collectors and business
premises in the Poppy Appeal so
that we can continue to support our
Armed Forces and their families who
ask so little and give so much.”
A successful coach trip was taken
by Members to the Imperial War
Museum in Salford.
As in previous years, on Thursday
8th November, members will hoist
the Union Flag at the Cunnery Road Cemetery and will
be helped by a contingent of children from St Lawrence’s
Primary School and local veterans to affix Union Flags to
the graves of service men from two World Wars who are
buried or are remembered on the graves of their relatives. An
open invitation is given to all who want to join in this short
ceremony.
Remembrance Day, the 11th November this year falls
on a Sunday. The annual parade will leave the Church
Stretton and District Club in Essex Road at 9.30am,
proceeding through the town for a Remembrance Service
in St Laurence’s Church and finally at the War Memorial
on Longhills Road for the two minutes silence and laying of
wreaths at 11.00am.

A

The Poppy Concert on Saturday 24th November at
7.30pm given by the Shrewsbury Male Voice Choir is in
the School
theatre. Tickets
priced at £6 are
available from
Burway Books,
John Thomas
(Florist) and
Wrights Estate
Agents.
Are you
sympathetic to
the objectives
of the RBL? All
activity reports,
including
occasional trips,
indicate a busy
branch, which nevertheless still requires new members.
Anyone who wants to join the Royal British Legion, even
if not an ex-serviceman or woman, can do so and would be
made most welcome.
Every penny that is collected on the Poppy Appeal
or from other fund-raising activities such as quizzes and
concerts, goes to help the people it is intended for. The
members’ small subscriptions pay for the administration of
this important charity.
If you would like more information or want to help
then please contact the Chairman, Nigel Marsden on 01694
722335 or the President and Membership Secretary, John
Evans on 01694 722400
John Corfield – Publicity Officer 01694 722473
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Community-Led Housing

A
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Housing Group and with input from other local interest
groups. There is also an aim to recruit two young people
from the community who are keen to have their own
influence over the shape and style of the development.
Among the many questions that the group wishes to find
the answers to are:
• What type of affordable homes does the community
want in terms of tenures (social rented, shared
ownership, etc)?
• What type of affordable homes does the community
want in terms of accommodation?
• How do we engage with local people not registered on
Shropshire Homepoint?
• What style of letting or sales would be helpful to target
local people?
Paul Sutton, director for assets and development at
Shropshire Housing Group, of which SSHA is a part,
said: “This is a rare and exciting opportunity for deep
collaboration between everyone with an interest in the future
of Church Stretton’s housing provision. We want to gather
ideas, listen closely to all views and then be able to build
homes in a development that we can all be very proud of. We
hope that everyone with something to contribute will grasp
this chance and be part of what is a really positive project
that will be steered by the community in a way Shropshire
has not seen before.”

NOVEMber 2012

Be part of building Church Stretton’s future
call is going out to Church Stretton residents to be
part of an exciting project to create the town’s next
development of affordable homes. South Shropshire
Housing Association is extremely pleased to have secured
funding for approximately 38 homes, on land adjacent to
Ley Gardens.
An important factor in this success was the innovative
approach to the project, which will ensure residents and
other local groups will be involved at the heart of the
process. SSHA and Church Stretton Town Council are keen
to begin this involvement straight away.
A Community Housing Forum is to be held on 12th
November, at the Silvester Horne Institute, in Church
Stretton, between 6.15pm and 8.15pm, at which a steering
group will be formed of representatives from across the
community to take the project forward.
The new development is currently referred to as
Ashbrook II and planning permission has been granted
for the site (which is separate from any wider development
considerations for the town), however it is vital that this
project meets the needs of the community and fits in with
residents’ vision for their town.
It is envisaged that the steering group will include two
people from the forum event, together with representatives
from the Town Council, Shropshire Council, Shropshire

12/10/2012 12:11

Mayfair News
Mayfair’s Refurbishment
ayfair’s refurbishment is in full swing at the time of
writing, thanks to a grant from Market Towns for
90% of this work. We hope to have a completion
date by early November. We look forward to throwing open
our doors for all to see and enjoy during an Open Day
Event. Watch out for this date.

M
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Through the refurbishment we hope to modernise ourselves,
offer a much smarter room hire venue and a shop selling
local hand made crafts, secondhand books, recycled cards,
bric-a-brac and the work of local artists. This will then help
to increase our income and help us continue to deliver all
the services we provide from Meals on Wheels, Ring & Ride,
the Café and Day Care, right through to the Youth Club and
Crèche as well as Exercise classes & Complementary Therapies.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our Clients,
Volunteers and Staff for carrying on with all of our services
during the refurbishment. It’s been hard at times but we hope
you will all agree that it will have been worth it in the end!
Julie Tustin - Centre Manager
‘Sponsor a Chair’ Appeal Update
The latest figure for the ‘Sponsor a Chair’ appeal is an
amazing £5,136 plus £517 Gift Aid. This almost reaches the
total cost of all the new chairs for Mayfair, which is £6,326.
Thank you very, very much for your tremendous support.
Sue Wood - Trustee
Mayfair Café – Everyone is Welcome
Why not visit our café at Mayfair between 10am and 3pm?
We are very central, right opposite the main town car park
and fully accessible. But best of all we home cook and source
all our food locally. Also many people find the atmosphere
very friendly and stay for a chat with friends. Don’t forget
that on Mondays we have meals at reduced prices.
Quotes from some of our regulars:
Joan Davies “The home cooked food is splendid, I love
the attention to detail, like the fresh flowers on the table. I
always feel very welcome and with Mayfair’s Ring and Ride
to bring me in, it couldn’t be any better. A lot of people
would be shut in at home if it wasn’t for a place to meet like
Mayfair and the Ring & Ride.”
Les Wadsworth “I love the home cooked meals, such a nice
place to meet up with friends or make new ones. We also get
a few tourists who often rave about our home cooked food
and puddings and how lucky Church Stretton is to have
such a facility.”
Meals on Wheels go out from our Café 365 days a year.
Thank you to Good Neighbours for delivering and also
Coming Soon in November
thank you to John Thomas Flowers who provides us with
Mayfair Open Day to view the Refurbishments and New Shop.
fresh flowers every week.
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In-house Catering
We also provide in-house
catering for family gatherings,
parties and wakes. We can
provide a choice of menus to
suit your own personal taste
and requirements, tailored to
your specific function or event.
As part of our
refurbishment, along
with a new smart
reception and shop,
our downstairs Jubilee
Lounge is currently being
redesigned. The Jubilee
Lounge will be a very
smart place to hold any of
your forthcoming parties
and events.
On site catering may
be booked in advance
or alternatively the café
on site is open 10.003.00pm.
Room Hire
Free Wi-fi access is included in the hire.
A choice of meeting and conference rooms from 2 - 80
people are available to hire at the Mayfair Community
Centre.
For details of all room hire view the “Mayfair Community
Centre” website.
To discuss your room hire or catering requirements,
telephone the Mayfair Community Centre reception desk on
(01694) 722077 and ask to speak to the Centre Manager.
Forthcoming Events
‘Call my Bluff ’
This Wine Tasting Evening with Supper will take place at
Mayfair Community Centre on Saturday 3rd November with
tables of six. It takes place at 6.30 for 7.00pm with a prompt
start. Tickets (£13.50) are available at Mayfair reception.
Trip to Boundary Mill Stores
On Monday 12th November there will be a trip from
Mayfair to Boundary Mill Stores on a 35-seater coach.
It will start from Mayfair at 10.00am and return there
by 4.00pm. The cost is £10 and everyone is welcome but
booking is essential. To book, please ring Mayfair (01694
722077) and ask to speak to Day Care.
Opening for Christmas Fayre and Lights
We shall be opening for the switching on of the Christmas
Lights on Saturday 24th November from 2.00-4.00pm. Pop
in for a warm and some pudding tasting. Hot drinks will be
available. All are welcome.
Day Care Craft Fayre
On Thursday 29th November, Day Care is holding a Craft
Fayre from 2.00-4.00pm. There will be a wide range of
plants and home made craft items for sale, including bird
feeders. Admission is free and you can enjoy listening to the
Shropshire Strummers as you look around and start your
Christmas shopping.

7
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Mindfulness
Group

W

ith the close of the second presentation of
the Mindfulness Course there are now a few
more people from Church Stretton and the
surrounding area with the skills ‘to pay attention on purpose,
in the present moment, non-judgementally’. This is how
living mindfully is described by Jon Kabat-Zinn who has
transformed Mindfulness Meditation from an exclusively
spiritual practice to a useful method to help everyone to get
more out of their lives.
Joe Collins and Rachel Finch-Lees have adapted and
developed the eight-week Mindfulness Course to make
it accessible and affordable in our local area. Participants
have expressed a sense of greater clarity in their thinking,
greater acceptance in how they feel and how they cope with
incidents in their lives, and as a side effect of these, a greater
sense of relaxation and happiness. Joe and Rachel would like
to express their thanks to one course member in particular
who has supplied a set of traditional meditation bells to the

‘What’s On’ continued from page 4........
30 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘The Artist’
£4 Interval refreshments
7.30pm AS VH

1 Saturday

Amnesty International Group
Drop in to write a card for prisoners of conscience – show them you care
10.00am–12 noon URC Hall

See Page 27

3 Monday

New Zealand Earthquake Recovery
Workshop led by Brenda Alexander on Endeavour Scholarship Fund. Raffle. Donations
will be welcomed.
2.30 pm Acorn Café
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Plastic Recycling
The following has been
received from Shropshire
Council.
Plastic pots, tubs and trays
recycling
group; we had previously been ringing into and out of the
Plastic bottles, pots, tubs and
meditations with a spanner and a teaspoon.
trays used for food and drinks packaging can be recycled in
The eight week course is intended to provide learners
your kerbside recycling box. Remember to take the ‘tops off,
with a set of tools (spanner not included) to continue to
wash and squash’.
practice mindfulness, formally and informally, in their
What plastic can be recycled?
everyday lives. The course is really just a beginning. Both
Only the following accepted:
learners and presenters alike find the existence of the group
• Plastic pots e.g. yoghurt pots, instant noodle pots,
invaluable, for the discipline of having a set time and place
fresh soup and custard pots, pots from dips and
to practice mindfulness formally, and for a supportive
salads
environment in which to use and develop mindfulness skills.
• Plastic tubs e.g. margarine tubs, cream cheese tubs,
There is a mindfulness ‘after group’ which runs
ice cream tubs
fortnightly for previous participants of the course, and
• Plastic lids from your bottles, bottles and tubs
people who have attended other similar mindfulness courses
(please remove these first but then it is OK to
are also welcome to join the fortnightly Mindfulness Group.
include them for recycling)
This is run from 6.15 pm to about 7.15 pm on alternate
• Plastic trays e.g. meat and fish trays, fruit and
Wednesdays, currently being hosted at Rachel’s house. More
vegetable punnets, trays from biscuit and cake
details and dates can be found at the Mindfulness Group
packets
website at www.mindfulnessgroup.co.uk.
• Plastic bottles e.g. mineral water bottles, cordial,
There will be a further presentation of the 8 week
milk and fizzy drinks bottles, spray bottles,
Mindfulness Course starting mid-January, most likely on
shampoo/conditioner, ketchup, yoghurt drinks
Tuesday evenings at the Mayfair Community Centre. For
bottles, bleach bottles
further details please contact Joe on 07906 081907 or Rachel
What plastic can’t be recycled?
on 01694 725509 or email joe@mindfulnessgroup.co.uk.
• Black plastic of any kind
• Plastic bags, film or wrappers
• Plant pots and trays from the garden
• Hard plastic e.g. buckets, washing up bowls, toys etc
What
happens to the plastic?
September
It’s taken to a sorting facility in Wolverhampton then
£50 639
£100 103
sent to UK manufacturers Jayplas in the East Midlands and
Closed Loop Recycling in London, to be made into new
£10 122
£20 288
plastic products such as compost bins, drainage pipes and
even more plastic bottles.
Contact Waste Management
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk 345 678 9007
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Letters

11

Quaker Voice

Lost Nativity Photograph
My name is Angela Handley née
Stockton and I was born in Church
Stretton in 1954 and my Nanny was
Mrs Minnie Langford who devoted a
lot of her time with many other ladies
supporting the British Legion and
helping the local community. One
particular Christmas in about 1960 I
was asked to be a Christmas fairy with
six other little girls to help Father Christmas on stage at
the Sylvester Horne Institute, to celebrate the local school
Christmas Nativity. My dress was made out of white crepe
paper with wings made out of old wire coat hangers, covered
with tinsel and my wand and head garland both decorated
with tinsel too. I can remember a photograph was taken
at the time, and kept by my Nanny, I am not sure if it was
ever printed, but the Shropshire Archives cannot trace the
print. Unfortunately, my Nanny has now passed away and
the photograph cannot be found in her last possessions. I
just hope that maybe someone from this era reading this
in Stretton Focus may remember the Nativity celebration
and possibly even have a copy of the black and white
photograph. I moved to Cornwall in 1988 and thankfully
my sister keeps me posted with this magazine. I always enjoy
going back down memory lane when I visit my beloved
Stretton and I hope that somebody out there can help.
Angela Handley
Editor’s note: any responses should be addressed to us at Focus

Winter Warmer
Event

StRETTON FOCUS
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What did we manage to say?
Last month I wrote about how
Stretton Quakers had each been
challenged to write what made us tick as
Quakers. You might like to see how we
got on; this has to be a selection because of space constraints.
‘I think attending Meeting for Worship makes me tick.
Sitting quietly with others and waiting in the silence. I have
appreciated the silence ever since I first started attending
meeting when I was seventeen. Quakers have been part of
my life ever since. About ten years ago I became a member
and last year I got married in a Quaker meeting for worship.
Perhaps what is at the core of it for me is that I think that
there are things in life which are impossible to put into
words, where words are simply not enough. I just know that
meeting together with others in silence gives space and time
to let deep matters, whether spiritual or not, surface, and be
considered and held. I find it really valuable.’
‘I am not good at taking the time to slow down and
contemplate such things, but I hope and believe that being
a Quaker helps me to give some space in my life for these
important values. It may, therefore, help me to be a better
person and live a better life.’
‘We have found that by meeting together in silence,
putting aside our everyday worries, “the good is raised up
and the evil weakened,” as the old Quaker words put it. I
have found this to be true.’
‘For me it’s a lot to do with the Quaker concept of
Simplicity: a cutting through to the very basic essence of
Christ’s teaching - and trying to live this. Act peacefully and
Strategic Response
justly in love and truth to all people equally. Anything else
I am at a loss to understand why Russell Rumbol
is extraneous. Oh, and the silent worship of course - this is
(Letters; Focus – October issue) thinks I am anti-American.
what drew me in the first place - a shared waiting upon, and
I am in fact a student of American history and extremely
listening to, the One who is found deep within us all. So
(some of my friends would say overly) pro- American.
simple, but, oh so challenging!’
The purpose of writing my letter, which Mr Rumbol has
‘At Meeting, I mentally talk myself out, realise again
clearly failed to grasp, was:
that alone I make a mess of things, and try to hand over the
1) To show up the ignorance of those who fixate on
controls. Then what usually happens at some point is like
the Dresden bombing raid as the worst of all atrocities, and
the flick of a switch - I am connected. Everything seems
ignore the far more devastating raid on Tokyo a month later. much simpler, I feel light and joyful, bathed in love and set
I can only assume (as I said in my letter), that they feel that
right. The Meeting as we say is ‘gathered’. And as a local
100,000 Japanese dead are of far less interest than 35,000
Friend put it “It is always a gift.”’
German dead, and so neglect to mention the latter raid. I
Well, being a Quaker is my way of life. It’s everything.
am personally of the opinion that both Germany and Japan
Lesley Richards
‘sowed the wind’ and must therefore ‘reap the whirlwind’.
2) To contrast the equivocal attitude of the British
towards their great Bombing Commanders, such as Sir
Arthur Harris, with the (I believe) far more reasonable
attitude of the Americans in giving them the recognition
they deserve. In Britain we have a frequently-vandalised
statue of Harris in London. In America (as Mr Rumbol
When: 13th November 2012
says), Curtis LeMay became head of Strategic Air Command
(SAC) and Chief of Staff of the US Air Force. I have read his 10.00am to 2.00pm
biography ‘Iron Eagle’ and it makes a most interesting read.
Where: Craven Arms Patients Group - Craven Arms
I should perhaps say though that LeMay, as head of
Community Centre, SY7 9PS
SAC, was a firm advocate of MAD (Mutually Assured
Destruction) as the best way of dealing with the nuclearWhat: Advice on healthy living, cooking and eating,
armed Soviet Union. I doubt however he would have gone
keeping warm and well, energy saving etc.
as far as his protégé and successor at SAC General Thomas
Powers, who memorably said, “The whole idea is to kill the
Both events are free for the public to attend.
bastards. At the end of the war if there are two Americans
and one Russian left alive, we win!”
Norman Wallace
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Parents’ Corner
Fun things to do in November....

From the 1st to 4th November
there will be a Halloween themed
family trail at Attingham Park (01743
708123, www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
attinghampark) from 10.00 am to 4.00
pm. Great for keeping little ones entertained as they explore
the grounds. Entrance is £2.50 which includes a prize.
1st and 2nd November - it’s all things ‘dragon’ at the

Make a bonfire collage.....
You will need: a large sheet of gold card, some glue,
yellow, red and orange tissue or crepe paper, brown paper or
card, twigs, sticky tape.
Cut a bonfire shape from the gold card. Next, cut flames
from the tissue paper and glue them to the card. If you can
layer them it will help to build texture and make the fire
more three dimensional. From the brown paper, cut some
rectangular log shapes and glue these to the bottom of the
fire. Finish off by taping on some real twigs to bring the
collage to life.
Zoe Keeling

The Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds

T
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he South Shropshire Local Group
of the RSPB has a programme of
talks and walks throughout 2012.
Events are 50p to Local Group Members and £2 to nonmembers
Coming up:
13 November – “The long trek north” – An illustrated talk
by Danny Green
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
17 November – Wildlife walk at Lower Easton Farm,
Leysters
Bonfire Night Crafts....
10.00am Meet at the farm
Make some very easy chocolate sparklers!
(Grid reference: SO 549 645)
You will need: chocolate finger biscuits, a small bowl
Bring a picnic for after the walk
of hot water, a small bowl of hundreds and thousands,
Leader: Hazel Bows 01568-750220
greaseproof paper.
For further information visit our website
Dip one end of the chocolate finger into the hot water
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
and then quickly into the hundreds and thousands. Place the
biscuit on the greaseproof paper and leave it to set.

NOVEMber 2012

Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre. Learn how to identify
a dragon from its droppings! Or its footprints and scales!
Create a replica dragon’s egg and experiment with dragon’s
blood! This event is for 3 to 11 year olds and an adult must
accompany children. The cost is £3 per child and runs
from 1.00 pm to 2.30pm. For more information, visit their
website www.shropshirehillsdiscoverycentre.co.uk or call
01588 676060.
2nd November - celebrate the wonders of woodland habitats
and be inspired by its creatures at the Shropshire Wildlife
Trust Visitor Centre in Shrewsbury. Children will be able to
create a variety of woodland crafts and colourful owls from
recycled materials. Open from10.30am-12.30pm or 1.303.30pm, the cost per child is £3.00. Their website www.
shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk has full details.
http://twitter.com/
3rd November - at Blists Hill Victorian Town there will be a
spectacular family fireworks extravaganza; the town’s shops,
cottages and workshops will be open for visitors to enter and
the ‘resident’ Victorians, dressed in the costume of the day,
will answer questions about life in the late 1800s. Tickets
must be purchased in advance from the entrance shop at
Blists Hill or the Ironbridge Visitor Information Centre
(Adults £9.50, children £6.25).
24th November onwards - get a close up view of fallow
deer as they are fed by the wardens at Attingham Park every
weekend and every day in the Christmas holidays (except
Christmas Day) from 2.00pm – 3.00pm. This is a free event,
although normal NT admission charges apply.

A fantastic and fun fireworks picture!
You will need: wax crayons (including black), white card,
a lollipop stick
With the coloured wax crayons, colour all over the card
in stripes, circles or patterns making sure the whole card
is covered. Take the black crayon and colour over the top,
covering all the bright colours on the card. Then, using the
lollipop stick, scrape away some of the black crayon in the
shape of fireworks to reveal the colours below. Be careful not
to press too hard so that you don’t scrape away the coloured
crayon below!

12/10/2012 12:12
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CRIME REPORTED FOR CHURCH STRETTON
POLICE AREA

StRETTON FOCUS NOVEMber 2012

1ST SEPTEMBER 2012 – 30TH SEPTEMBER 2012
Burglary other than dwelling – Marshbrook

2 Crimes

Criminal damage – Lutwyche Road and
Watling St North
Theft from vehicle – Hazler Road and
Sandford Avenue
Assaults – Church Stretton
Theft – Picklescott

2 Crimes
2 Crimes
2 Crimes
1 Crime

News
Keep kids safe
Children are more at risk from road
accidents from 3pm onwards in autumn and
winter. Whether they are out playing on their
bike or walking back from school. Please
ensure batteries in bike lights are always working, the correct
safety gear like helmets and reflective clothing - these small
things can mean the difference. Parents can purchase small
items for their children like clip-on reflectors, arm bands and
stickers, and wearing bright or light-coloured clothes will
give them even better visibility.
Bonfire Night
Bonfire Night is a yearly event dedicated to bonfires,
fireworks and celebrations. Different traditions celebrate
Bonfire Night on different days. Monday 5th November
is the official Bonfire Night in this country but many
celebrations will take place on the weekend before. Please
contact your Local policing team with any anti- social issues.
Church Stretton Local Police Team:
PS 1396 Adrian WOOLLEY
PC 1357 Damon PRESTON
CSO 6460 Ross O’NEIL
Volunteer Jayne CHARD
Volunteer Dan GORE
You can contact us in the following ways:
Emergency: 999
Non-emergency only: 101
Local Police Team message service: 01743 264777
or email: churchstretton.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
PACT public surgeries
Mayfair Café,
Wednesday 7th November
14:00hrs
Church Stretton Police Station
Saturday 24th November
09:00hrs – 12:00hrs
Come and meet your Local Police Team
Web site: www.westmercia.police.uk
Facebook: Church Stretton Neighbourhood Watch
Crime stoppers:
0800 555 111
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LMAC Adventure Camp - brightest ever July
On July 25th the Camp thanked many of its community
donors via a special Benefactors’ Lunch co-hosted by a group
of deserving children from Sparkbrook in Birmingham.
Some 24 guests, accounting for £75,000 of refurbishment
funding, enjoyed a very sunny tour of the Camp followed by
a two course lunch with 20 children and their carers. One of
the benefactors commented, “They were a lovely group (the
children) and it brought home to us all the need for camps
like Longmynd. Hopefully funders will have gained a lot
more understanding of what it really means.” What did the
children think about the day? As the Camp was being tidied
up one of the children handed the Charity’s Secretary the
following note:

Amnesty International - Street Collection Thank
Church Stretton Amnesty Group would like to thank
everyone who contributed so generously to our Street
Collection on 22nd September. A total of £320.64 was
raised, all of which will go to our work for prisoners of
conscience across the world.
David Howard Treasurer
RNLI
Our Quiz at The Plough Inn,
Wistanstow on 28th October raised £294.
We were very pleased and we thank the 17
teams which took part and crowded The Plough’s dining
room. We particularly thank everyone at The Plough for
running the quiz on our behalf including refreshments: all of
them worked very hard at the end of their normal working
day and gave us an enjoyable evening. Thank you everyone
very much.
Jill Turner Jones

Trivia Corner No 108 by Ken Willis
1. What is the principle island of Japan?
2. Which capital city means ‘Elephant Trunk’; is it
Khartoum or Addis Ababa?
3. What is the world’s oldest surviving republic?
4. In which Scandinavian country is the city of
Odense?
5. In which Commonwealth country other than
England does London stand on the river Thames?
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Burway Books: November Book Events
Minor Traveller crammed with their books, stopping off
at independent bookshops in small towns for tea, cake and
sandwiches. We are delighted to welcome them to Burway
Books where we will be following a wartime theme in
Phil Rickman’s second Dr Dee book, celebration of local lady Vere Hodgson’s book ‘Few Eggs and
‘The Heresy of Dr Dee’, will be published No Oranges’ – a wartime diary. Please come along and join
on 1st November and Phil will be
us – and if you want to dress in period costume that would
returning to Burway Books for a book
be even better.
signing. Come along and meet him. You Book Launch: Tracey Swain and Hilary Jane Jones
can pre-order the book from us to be
Saturday 24th November, 11.00am – 3.00pm
sure of getting a copy.

Book Signing: Phil Rickman
Friday 2nd November, 3.00pm - 5.00pm

Persephone Books Morris Traveller Tour
Sunday 4th November, 3.00pm – 4.00pm
To celebrate the publication of their 100th book,
Persephone Books are travelling the country in an old Morris

Tracey and Hilary will be at Burway Books for the
official launch of their new book, Shirelands. This stunning
coffee-table book of Shropshire and Welsh Border landscapes
combines Tracey’s photography and Hilary’s poetry: a treat
for yourself or a perfect gift!
See our website www.burwaybooks.co.uk or tel 01694
723388 for full details of all these events.

Flicks in the Sticks
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All Stretton
‘Monsieur Lazhar’ (12A) Friday, 2nd November.
At a Montreal public grade school, an Algerian
immigrant is hired to replace a popular teacher who
committed suicide in her classroom. While helping
his students deal with their grief, his own recent loss is
revealed.
‘The Deep Blue Sea’ (12A) Friday 16th November.
A British drama film, directed by Terence Davies
and starring Rachel Weisz, Tom Hiddleston and Simon
Russell Beale. It is an adaptation of the 1952 Terence
Rattigan play ‘The Deep Blue Sea’ about the wife of a
Judge who engages in an affair with a former RAF pilot.
‘The Artist’ (PG) Friday 30th November.
The story takes place in Hollywood, between 1927
and 1932, and focuses on the relationship of an older
silent film star and a rising young actress as silent cinema
falls out of fashion and is replaced by the ‘talkies’.
All Stretton Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets: £4.
Interval refreshments and comfy chairs!

StRETTON FOCUS

Hope Bowdler
‘Salmon Fishing in the Yemen’ (12) Wednesday, 14th
November.
A visionary sheik believes his passion for the peaceful
pastime of salmon fishing can enrich the lives of his
people, and he dreams of bringing the sport to the not
so fish-friendly desert. Willing to spare no expense, he
instructs his representative to turn the dream into reality,
an extraordinary feat that will require the involvement of
Britain’s leading fisheries expert who happens to think the
project both absurd and unachievable. That is, until the

Prime Minister’s overzealous press secretary latches on to
it as a ‘good will’ story. Now, this unlikely team will put
it all on the line and embark on an upstream journey of
faith and fish to prove the impossible, possible.
Hope Bowdler Village Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets at £4
and our home-made cakes will be also be available.

NOVEMber 2012

Church Stretton
‘Coriolanus’ (15) Monday, 5th November.
Ralph Fiennes’ film of the Shakespeare play is set in
‘a place called Rome’ but could be Tripoli, Damascus or
the Balkans of the 90s – indeed it was filmed in Belgrade.
A marvellous cast led by Fiennes includes Gerard Butler
as Coriolanus’s sworn enemy and sometime ally Aufidius,
Brian Cox as his old friend Menenius, Vanessa Redgrave
on chilling form as his formidable mother Volumnia and
the terrific Jessica Chastain as his quiet wife Virgilia. This
is a modern dress version, complete with action sequences
and Cable news!
Church Stretton School 7.30 pm. Entry £4, £2,
refreshments available, comfortable seating, new improved
sound quality and easy car parking at the School as usual.
Enquiries to 01694 724330.
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18 Anglican Voice and News
Remember!!
November is a month for remembering:
Our loved ones: We take over 50 funerals
of one kind or another each year and
are notified of several more. We take
comforting the bereaved very seriously.
To that end we are holding a Service of
Thanksgiving for Departed Loved Ones on Sunday 4th
November at St Laurence’s at 6.00pm. At this service names
will be read out of those notified to us who have departed
in the last year or so, and the bereaved are invited to come
forwards to light a candle in their memory. This service is
always much appreciated and there will be refreshments
afterwards for those who wish to stay.
This year is the 350th anniversary of the 1662 Prayer
Book. This important liturgy is still celebrated all over the
world today and at 8.00am most Sundays at St Laurence’s
and every Sunday at All Saints, Little Stretton. To celebrate
this, Canon Roger Beckwith, leading liturgist and historian,
will be giving a lecture at All Saints, Little Stretton, on ‘The
1662 Prayer Book: Its Place in History and Liturgy’ on
Thursday 8th November at 7.30pm. All are welcome and
refreshments will be offered from the new kitchen.
The fallen and injured from war: Remembrance
Sunday falls on the 11th this year. So there will be the usual
Remembrance Sunday service at St Laurence’s at 10.00am
with the British Legion and other uniformed organisations
taking part, followed by the Act of Remembrance at the War
Memorial at 11.00am. There will also be an informal service
in the Parish Centre at 10.00am,where refreshments will be
offered to all after the services. For those unable to get to the
War Memorial there will be an act of Remembrance in both
venues at 11.00am.
Prisoners: 18th November marks the start of Prisons’ Week.
There will be a speaker at both main services to address
this theme at St.Laurence’s that Sunday. Two people from
St Laurence’s go to Shrewsbury Prison every week and a
whole team goes to conduct the service every 5th Sunday. It
is our aim to see the transforming power of Jesus Christ at
work and give all possible assistance to help ex-offenders live
fulfilling lives of positive influence, which may often involve
tough love and perseverance.
The persecuted: for fear of inflaming relations between
communities, the stories of how Christians are being
persecuted around the world is not often told in the media.
Churches are being attacked and bombed, Christians
crucified, false accusations made, property confiscated etc.
in many countries today. It has been reckoned that around
200,000 people die for their faith in Jesus as Lord and
Saviour each year, and creeping secularisation is putting
Christians under pressure in the West. Monica Catley,
from the charity Open Doors, will speak at both main
morning services on Sunday 25th November, and this will
be followed by a lunch in the Parish Centre afterwards. This
is an important subject if we are to understand what is really
happening in the world today.
All are welcome to any of our meetings, services or
events, even if just to listen.
The Alpha course continues for those who would like
open discussion.
Richard Hill
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Unitary Election Comment

I

wish to thank the residents of Church Stretton for their
majority support of myself, as the Liberal Democrat
candidate, in the recent by-election for the Church
Stretton and Craven Arms councillor vacancy on Shropshire
Council. Unfortunately, I was unable to secure similar
support in Craven Arms and the outlying rural parishes
in this double-sized electoral division of over 7,000
constituents.
So, I congratulate the Conservative candidate, Lee
Chapman, on his election and wish him every success
in promoting the best interests of this very diverse area.
Four years ago, all of the main political parties opposed
the inappropriate combining of the Church Stretton and
Craven Arms areas, because of their very different needs
and preferences. The failure to reflect those differences in
democratic representation can only feed the apathy that
resulted in more than three out of five residents not even
bothering to vote in this by-election.
For that reason, I will continue to press for a splitting
of this outsized electoral area, not least because I believe our
town should have the same level of representation as most
other parts of the county. If they believe in reviving local
democracy, all political parties should do the same.
Bob Welch

Flower Club Christmas
Demonstration

T

he Club’s pre-Christmas
Demonstration will be held
in All Stretton Village Hall
on Tuesday, 27th November at 7.30
pm when we will be delighted to
welcome Sue Davies from Cannock
demonstrating her theme of “I’m
dreaming of a White Christmas”. What we are sure will be
wonderful arrangements will be raffled at the end of the
evening and, in addition, there will be a sales table of floral
arranging materials.
Please come and join us for a cup of coffee/tea and a
mince pie (maybe your first of the season!) beforehand and
sit back and enjoy an evening of floral entertainment and
anecdotes of Sue’s menagerie at home and her many years of
high-end flower arranging.
Additional car parking will be available in the staff
parking area to the side of the Stretton Hall Nursing Home,
courtesy of Morris Care.
Tickets are available from Chairman Lynn Ross on
07890 520914 or Treasurer Val Hotchkiss on 01694
723130 – cost £7.00.
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Skateboard Park
A user group has now been formed and is working
closely with the Town Council and Shropshire Council’s
Community Regeneration Officer to move this project
forward. The group is looking to install a small temporary
ramp (costing approx. £1,000) to tide youngsters over until
the new facility is up and running – a timescale we anticipate
of about 18 months. The Group is called ‘SY6 Skate Park
Group’ and it had a presence at the School’s Community
Games (a festival of Sport, Leisure and Culture) on 20th
October. The group can also be contacted at sy6skatepark@
gmail.com and on www.Facebook.com/sy6skateparkgroup
We would still be happy to hear from anyone who would
like to be part of the user group; offer expertise; know of
any funding sources which could be tapped into; possible
sponsorship etc.
Christmas Lights and Fayre
This popular annual event will soon be here! Saturday
24th November is the date for your diary – please see
separate article for more details.
Silvester Horne Institute
Phase Two of the restoration work is underway and
bookings continue to thrive. ‘Thank you’ to all our
supporters in helping make the SHI a welcoming and
comfortable place to be.
Fundraising events continue to help support the ongoing
improvements – please see separate article about two up-andcoming events in November and December at the SHI.
Community Led Housing
South Shropshire Housing Group’s bid for funding for
Phase Two of Ashbrook has been successful and so in order
to progress this matter, a stakeholder group is being set up
and a Community Housing Forum is to be held on 12th
November, at the Silvester Horne Institute, in Church
Stretton, between 6.15pm and 8.15pm. To find out what
this is all about, please see separate article which explains
this in detail. Please note that this is NOT part of the recent
SamDEV consultations as this site has already been granted
planning permission
Town Design Statement (TDS) Group
The Town Council’s TDS Working Group has met to
discuss how to progress the up-dating of the current TDS

document; extension of the Conservation
Area on the East of the A49; influence
over planning applications; signage and
shop front design. Work is on-going on
all these matters.
Market Towns Revitalisation
Programme.
Church Stretton was lucky to be included by Shropshire
Council in this programme and the £225k allocated to this
town has helped fund the SHI restoration; refurbishment/
alterations at Mayfair; the new gateway signs, location
maps and leaflets and Community store. With the small
amount remaining, the Town Council hopes to introduce a
‘shop front’ scheme which will aid local businesses improve
their shop fronts etc. The Chamber of Trade is being kept
informed of progress and it is hoped that this initiative will
be rolled out shortly.
Business Venture
Shropshire Council has a Sector/Business Support
Worker who is happy to give advice regarding start-up
grants etc. If anyone wishes to contact him please ask the
Town Council Office for details.
Parking Issues
The Town Council is in discussion with Shropshire
Council over the charges for parking in the Easthope Road/
Lion Meadow Car Park; possible introduction of some
form of short-stay concession in one of the smaller car park
areas and introduction of a free day to help boost the local
economy.
As from beginning of December the ‘double issue
tickets’ will be installed in the pay machines at Easthope
Road Car Park– please look out for shops showing the
‘Park, Shop, Save’ stickers as you will be able to claim back
your 50p if you spend £10 or more in one of those shops.
Planning Issues
All plans can now be accessed on line at www.
shropshire.gov.uk
There is also a link on the Town Website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk)
to the Shropshire Council planning portal.
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Chairman

I
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assisted by the ‘ENDEAVOUR’
Scholarship Fund. It will initially
help young people (Aged 15-26 )
from Christchurch gain leadership
skills and friendships on their 10
day voyage sailing trip round New
Zealand.
Also a RAFFLE ( Donations
will be welcomed).
Further details in the December Focus issue
(For further information ring 01694 722759)
Thank you to everyone who joined me at Jemima’s Kitchen
café at the end of July to partake in the special Antipodean
menu which Diane put on to raise funds for the Christchurch
Youth Trust Fund, ‘Endeavour’. Special thanks to the musicians
and girls from the café who worked so hard to make the day a
success.
Brenda Alexander

StRETTON FOCUS

n September I received an e-mail from Auckland - the
‘Spirit of Adventure’ Trust. They informed me their
sailing ship will shortly be out of action for three
months, as they have received funding and will refurbish the
training ship. She will be back in action by MARCH 2013
… wonderful. From Monday 22nd October, an exhibition
will be held in the Library Section of the Secret Hills
Discovery Centre - Craven Arms. This will include news
from Christchurch including photographs and articles and
the involvement of the Craven Arms Lions Organisation and
Scrappies from Church Stretton.
Fund raising event for the ‘endeavour’ scholarship
Ken Willis will in his usual inimitable style run a QUIZ
at Essex Road, Working men’s Club on Saturday 17th
November starting at 7.45pm . Entrance fee £3.
Monday 3rd December Workshop at the Acorn café
2.30pm. Led by Brenda Alexander on how re-building
the lives of the people and city of Christchurch can be
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The ‘Spirit of Adventure’ ‘Endeavour’ Scholarship Fund
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Birdlife In Your Garden

ast month, I outlined the problems that cats cause to
outside). Keeping cats indoors at night has been shown to
bird populations. In this article, I discuss what you
reduce the number of mammals, reptiles and amphibians
can do to tip the balance in favour of your feathered
killed.
companions.
Stray and feral felines are, of course, harder to monitor
If possible, rather than a single bird feeder, offer food
than valued pets. Minimising the number of unwanted
at several spread-out
animals is only possible through responsible cat
locations in your garden.
ownership, including neutering.
This increases the chances
Finally, although the trend has yet to be
that a stalking cat will
well established in this country, treating cats as
be spotted and an alarm
house pets is very popular in Australia and the
raised. Place your feeders
United States, where cat owners, sensitive to the
away from trees and
environmental damage attributable to predation
shrubs, that might offer
by cats, have adopted an ethical responsibility
cover for approaching
to keep their pets inside (or only allowing them
cats, and use thorny plant
outside under supervision or on a lead and
species, such as Hawthorn
harness). As long as a cat’s need to express certain
or Pyracantha, at the base
behaviours is catered to by providing toys and a
of the feeder. Ground
stimulating environment for hunting, exercise,
feeders should be placed
climbing, scratching etc., there is no evidence
in open areas, away from
that this adversely effects the cat’s quality of
cover where a cat can hide.
life. Audubon (roughly the US equivalent of
Hanging feeders are safer
the RSPB) has been running a ‘Cats Indoors’
The declining House Sparrow, as a ground
than platform feeders,
campaign for many years, with considerable
feeder, is a frequent victim of cat ambush
especially high ones, but
success. (See website http://web4.audubon.org/bird/
attacks. (Photo: John Harding, BTO Library).
care should be taken to
cat/ for more information.) The campaign points
reduce spillage of seed,
out that indoor cats are less likely to be injured
where it may attract ground-feeding birds into a vulnerable
(eg by traffic, poisoning, abuse, traps, animal attacks etc), are
location.
more disease-free, have fewer worm and flea infestations and
Nesting boxes should be sited where cats cannot easily
live far longer than those allowed to roam free.
gain access via a roof, fence or tree branch and, in extreme
The domestic cat has shared human lives for at least
cases, can be covered in chicken wire of an appropriate gauge ten thousand years, since it was domesticated from the
to permit parent birds to pass through. Thorny shrubs can
African Wildcat. In small numbers and low densities, its
also be used to provide safer nest sites.
effect on wild bird (and other wildlife) numbers is likely
It is now possible to purchase motionto be insignificant.
triggered electronic devices that either
However, at present
produce unpleasantly loud noises at
feline population
frequencies cats can hear but we (and
levels, their potential
other animals) can’t, or which direct a
impact on species
jet of water at the site of the movement.
already under threat
These should be moved around the
from other factors,
garden frequently so that cats cannot learn
such as intensification
to avoid them. Also available are spiky
of agriculture, loss of
strips for the tops of walls and fences that
habitat, pesticides,
prevent them being used to access your
invasive species,
garden, as well as various cat-deterrent
and climate change,
sprays. Garden hoses and ‘super-soaker’
cannot be ignored.
water guns are effective and, finally, there
Whether you are a
is that most effective of cat exclusion
garden birdwatcher or
devices - the dog!
a cat lover (or both!),
Of course, many cat lovers are also
there are many things
garden bird watchers so how can cat
you can do to tip the
Cat predation during the breeding season is pronounced
owners help to reduce the environmental with birds whose young fledge before they can fly, such as
balance in favour of
impact of their pets? Bells on cats’ collars Song Thrush (Photo: John Harding, BTO Library)
your garden birds and
can be useful, although cats do learn to
avoid unwanted piles of
hunt without ringing them and bells become less effective
feathers on your garden lawn.
as they wear, so changing the bell often and varying the
John Arnfield
bell model will help. Bells have been shown to be effective
The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador
in reducing small mammal losses to cats. Also available are
for the Garden BirdWatch (GBW) scheme in southern
electronic collars for cats that emit continuous noises to
Shropshire and is available to speak to local organisations on
warn birds, or that sound when the cat adopts a stalking
GBW, as well as answering questions on garden birds and
posture. Cat owners can also control when they allow their
feeding. If you would like a free copy of the GBW magazine
cat outside, restricting time during the nesting season when Bird Table, please contact John on (01694) 724 170 or at
nestlings and fledglings are about (or supervise their pets
arnfield.2@osu.edu.
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Moths of the Strettons

he August edition of Stretton Focus featured an article
by the Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group
(SACWG) inviting enthusiastic people of all
ages to take part in exciting wildlife projects.
Also in
August, two newly
installed residents
of the Strettons
discovered their
mutual interest in
moth recording.
We have already
discovered a
wonderful variety
of these beautiful
insects and have
recorded over 150
Lime Hawk-moth
species in just a few
caterpillar
weeks. From a stunning

Large Emerald in Batch Valley, to a Lime Hawk-moth
caterpillar rescued from crossing Ludlow Road. Many

Large Emerald
beautiful moths are living unseen in the Strettons. We
have decided to create a Stretton Moths blog, celebrating
the moths found on the edge of the Long Mynd. Please
have a look to see what else we have discovered http://
strettonmoths.blogspot.co.uk/
We want to hear from other residents of the Strettons
who are interested in moths, whether experts or beginners.
If you want to get in touch then please contact Graham by
e-mail: gjwenman@yahoo.co.uk
Graham Wenman and Mike Shurmer

Lime Hawk-moth. Photograph by Nigel Strachan

More Singers Annual Christmas Christmas Fayre and Lights
Concert
Saturday 24th November

StRETTON FOCUS
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2012 - 12 noon until 6 pm
This year the Christmas
Fayre takes place on 24th
November, with the switch-on
of the Christmas lights at
5pm. As usual there will be a
number of festive stalls in the
Market Square area. Father
Christmas’s Grotto will be in
St Laurence’s Parish Centre
and a Christingle Service will
be held at the Parish Church
at 4pm, followed by a parade
to the Square in time for the switch-on of the lights and
carol singing.
During the afternoon there will be music with LJQ Jazz
Group in the Square from 2.30pm to 4.30pm; a large barrel
organ will be playing throughout the event; Carol singing
at 5pm in the Square around the newly-lit Christmas tree;
pudding tasting at Mayfair and to cap it all a ‘not-to-bemissed’ parade of penguins throughout the town from 1pm
to 4.30pm - no prizes for identifying them!
For further details on this event please contact Cllr Tom
Beaumont, CSTC Mayor and Event Co-ordinator on 01694
722533.

NOVEMber 2012

‘A babe is born’ – A concert
of Christmas music presented
by The More Singers, directed by Kathryn Burningham and
accompanied by John Godwin, will be held on Saturday
15th December at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church,
Church Stretton. Entrance to the concert is free but
donations will be collected and sent to support the excellent
work of the Mayfair Community Centre in Church Stretton.
Favourite Christmas arrangements by the eminent
musicians John Rutter and David Willcocks will be heard
alongside festive readings and plenty of traditional carols for
audience participation. The choir will sing several settings
of the texts ‘A babe is born’ or ‘Puer natus est’, including
those by English composer Gustav Holst and by Elizabethan
Renaissance composer William Byrd. The anniversaries of
Welsh composer William Mathias (1934-1992), German
composer Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612) and English
composer John Ireland (1879-1962) will also be celebrated
in this concert.
In addition to their concert activities this term, The
More Singers are singing choral evensong locally on Saturday
3rd November, featuring music by Richard Ayleward, John
Ireland and Paul Edwards.
For more information about More Singers events, please
contact Ann Etches on 01694-723266.
Ann Etches
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Methodist Voice
Remembering!
November is a month for remembering. It begins with
All Hallows or All Saints day on the 1st. In this country
Christians might celebrate with a special service but in many
continental countries it is a public holiday and folk will visit
the graves of their loved ones, taking flowers and candles.
The next day of remembering is 5th November (Guy
Fawkes Day or Bonfire Night) when we celebrate the failed
attempt to blow up Parliament. Are children taught the
history behind their fireworks and bonfires these days?
11th November is, of course, Armistice Day with
Remembrance Sunday now often taking its place. On
this day we remember those who have given their lives for
their country, originally in the first world war and then the
second, but now all service personnel killed on active duty
in foreign lands. We also remember those who have had
life-changing injuries or experiences particularly those who
are finding it difficult to cope and ‘move on’ in life. I’m sure
we’ve all been touched by the many stories of ex-service
men who took part in the Paralympics this summer turning
personal tragedies into something positive.
A more modern event in November is the BBC’s
Children in Need Appeal. It is a reminder of those
youngsters in this country and abroad who are not as
fortunate as many and need extra help to live life to the best
of their abilities and circumstances.
Right throughout November, whenever we go shopping,
we are reminded that Christmas is coming! The first Sunday
in Advent (there are four in Advent before Christmas Day
itself ) is at the end of November. During Advent Christians
prepare themselves for the coming of God to earth as a
human baby, Jesus. The main tradition in our church

throughout Advent is the lighting of
candles on an Advent ring, one the first
week, two the second and so on until
on Christmas Day a fifth candle in the
middle is lit representing the coming of
Jesus, the Light of the World. Special
readings and prayers usually accompany the candle lighting.
Some people have their own Advent ring or an Advent
calendar to help the countdown to Christmas.
So, November starts with a lot of looking back and ends
with looking forward to a celebration. Have a good month
remembering happy times as well as the sad and preparing to
make your Christmas one to remember in the future.
Ann Cooke

Save the Children
Quiz Night
Friday 16th November 7.30pm start
Parish Centre
Teams of up to 8 people - £5 per person
Bring own drinks, glasses & nibbles

24/7 ROOFING & GUTTERING SERVICES
THE SPECIALIST ROOFING COMPANY

StRETTON FOCUS NOVEMber 2012

EST. FOR OVER 30 YEARS

✓ FELT ROOFS
✓ SLATING
✓ TILING
✓ ROOF CLEANING
✓ SHEET ROOFING
ALSO SPECIALISING IN:

✓ GUTTER CLEANING
✓ GUTTER REPAIR OR RENEWAL
✓ RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
✓ DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs
✓ FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

Tel: 01584 878728 or 07977 560763
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Rail Users’ Association News Gardening in November
Good News
The Arriva Club 55 is back until
24th March 2013, excluding the
period from 18th December 2012
and 4th January 2013. With this
promotion you can go anywhere on
the Arriva Trains network for £19 or
as little as £17 (on-line booking price at www.buytickets@
arrivatrainswales.co.uk.)
There is an additional £1 discount for Senior/Disabled
Railcard holders. Check the website for conditions of travel
or telephone 0845 606 1660.
Bad news
The current train service at Church Stretton is still
causing much discontent because of the irregularity of the
pattern of stopping trains at the station. The Rail Users’
Association will continue to press Arriva to be more positive
towards Church Stretton and hope to establish a firm
relationship with the new County Strategic Rail Group
so that Church Stretton’s aims and aspirations are clearly
understood within the county.

I

f weather conditions are such as to
persuade you to garden ‘indoors,’
then complete your order for seeds
and obtain tulip bulbs which can be
planted this month.
Sweetpeas can be planted and broad
beans sown in individual Fyba grow
tubes (which are ideal). They can be eventually planted out
and roots will grow through into garden soil.
As garden soil will still be relatively warm, herbaceous
plants can be lifted, divided and outer parts of the clumps
replanted in new situations.
Spent foliage of many plants can now be cleared out of
borders. Hostas for example will benefit having old leaves
removed. Snails and slugs will otherwise make use of such
situations to over-winter.
Dahlia tubers and begonia corms should be lifted and
cleaned of soil. Dust them with sulpher before placing them
in trays to over-winter in a dry situation. Cover with peat
and protect against severe frost with bubble wrap. Inspect
them periodically through the winter.
If you have space earmarked for vegetables next year,
rough dig and leave the soil as turned over. Spread manure
and/or compost and next spring it should be possible to just
rake it down to a fine sowing tilth.
ell, if things have gone to plan,
It is possible to purchase autumn flowering cyclamen in
and work on the new lighting
pots. These can be planted out to give a very welcome splash
scheme at the Railway Station
of colour in borders.
has finished, all of the old system will have
If you are pruning bush and floribunda roses to reduce
been removed. It was becoming more difficult to maintain
them in size (a worthwhile step to counter wind damage),
as it aged. A big problem was how it had been left after the
you will no doubt have suitable semi-mature growth from
old station was demolished. It was difficult to isolate from
which useful cuttings can be prepared. They should root
the main circuit, lamps that had failed and needed to be
readily if planted at this time of year.
worked on. The replacement system is brand new. Cables,
At the Garden Club meeting on Tuesday, 27th
wires, lamp standards and control boxes. It will be switched November, Mrs Chris Neil will talk on ‘The National
on and off by timers and light sensors. There are more lamps Garden Scheme’.
than before, spaced so as to be given an even light spread.
Ron Dapling
These are more energy efficient and there will be less light
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club
pollution. Some overhanging trees had to be pruned back
from them.
All of the trenches for conduit have been dug by hand.
PROGRAMME
Care had to be taken to avoid damage to existing pipes
of General Meetings
and signalling equipment. Each new lamp standard stands
on one cubic metre of concrete. Safety has been a priority.
September 2012 – September 2013
Fencing was put around every trench and each trench back
filled as soon as possible. Arriva Trains stipulated that the
Meetings take place between 2 and 4 pm
men couldn’t work within 25 metres of the platform edge
when trains were passing through. To overcome this they
at the Parish Centre except 11th December 2012 – SHI
worked at night when only freight trains are scheduled. They
and 24th July 2013 - URC
were in contact by telephone with signal boxes north and
For information about talks, groups and social events see
south of Church Stretton. Once warned of an approaching
CS U3A website www.Csu3a.wordpress.com
train by Dorrington box they would retreat and not go back
Tel: Sylvia Davidson (Membership secretary) 723842
until told by Marshbrook box that the train had passed him.

New Station Lighting

W

Church Stretton U3A

Friday 16th November
Quiz Night with Ken Willis
7.30pm, Silvester Horne Institute
Tea and coffee available.
Tickets £5 from 722713 or 723773.
Sue Toghill

StRETTON FOCUS
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Cancer Research UK Quiz
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Liaison with the contractors and the station gardeners
has been excellent. There has been little disruption to the
planting. The station garden could however benefit from the
addition of some rocks suitable to form edging. If anyone
has any unused rock lying unwanted in a corner of their
garden we could certainly make use of it. Please contact Paul
723022 or Barbara 723270.
Paul Godwin
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Amnesty International Group Catholic Voice

N

ext meeting - Wednesday 14th
November at 7.30pm at Silvester
Horne Institute. For details ring David
Owen 01694 722525 davelse@btinternet.com
Write A Card – Show Them You Care
Call in at URC Hall, High Street on
Saturday 1st December 10.00 – 12 noon to
write a greetings card in support of a prisoner of conscience.
We’ll have Amnesty cases from around the world and
refreshments will be served.
We know the difference a message of support can make
to someone who is at risk of torture or unjust treatment. Just
the fact that a person from far away has taken the time to
write can have a massive impact. We hope to see you there.
Group News
During the summer we helped collect signatures to
support three Russian women, part of the punk band Pussy
Riot, who are serving a two-year sentence in a Russian prison
colony.
In February 2012 they played a gig in Moscow’s main
Orthodox cathedral and the next month they were arrested
by the Moscow police, for ‘hooliganism on grounds of
religious hatred’. After nearly six months in detention, the
three women were sentenced to two years in prison.
Amnesty calls Maria, Nadezhda and Ekaterina prisoners
of conscience because we believe that they were arrested
and then sentenced purely for peacefully expressing their
opinions - an integral part of everyone’s human right to free
speech.
Daring? Yes. Illegal? No.
Pussy Riot will have known that performing antiPutin lyrics to a punk tune in Moscow’s main Orthodox
cathedral was a massive risk. Yet, by international human
rights standards, their behaviour was not illegal. Amnesty is
campaigning for their release.
John Knowles

Silvester Horne Institute
Fund-Raising Events

1. Honshu.
2. Khartoum.
3. San Marino.
4. Denmark.
5. Canada.

StRETTON FOCUS
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Friday Night at the Horne
If you like modern Celtic music with a touch of Tijuana
brass and other infusions you will love the Roving Crows
who will be at the Silvester Horne Institute on Friday 9th
November 2012. It starts at 7.30pm.
Winner of the Top Celtic Rock Band 2012, with Caitlin
winning the Top Fiddle Player 2012, it should be a really
good and enjoyable night. Tickets available from John
Thomas, Burway Books or CSTC. £8 in advance or £9 on
the door. For more details please call Mike on 01694 720132
Christmas Indoor Market
This popular market will be held again this year on
Saturday 8th December (at the SHI) from 10.30am to 3pm.
In addition to the festive stalls there will be a raffle, and
refreshments etc. will be available in the warmth of our new
conservatory.
If you would like a stall to sell your festive wares, please
contact the Town Council Office.

Sacred moments in Shropshire
Shropshire is the loveliest of counties except in the rain. On the 15th August, the
feast of Our Lady’s Assumption, it began
to pour as I left the Wirral, taking on a
monsoon ferocity as we neared Shrewsbury
and a relentless downpour greeted my arrival at the Priest’s
House, Church Stretton. My host, Fr Ambrose Nicholson,
gave me a warm welcome. We were hoping to concelebrate
the annual evening Mass in the Catholic chapel of the preReformation church at Lydbury North. “Would anyone turn
up in this dreadful weather?” we wondered. Of course they
would - all 71 of them, blessed by a miraculous shift from
sodden gloom to a radiant sun-kissed evening.
From time immemorial the Plowden family has
flourished in this idyllic southwest corner of Shropshire and
time seems to have stood still since AD1191, when Sir Roger
Plowden, the crusader, fought the Saracens, and took a vow
to build a chapel in his village church should he return home
unscathed. The Plowden chapel is the result of the fulfilment
of his vow.
This Catholic chapel survived the shockwaves of
Elizabeth 1’s change of religion in 1558 when Sir Edmund
Plowden, then head of the family, was offered by the Queen
rich preferment if he would abandon his Catholic allegiance.
He despised the offer, and retired to live in obscurity in
Plowden Hall. The family have handed on the old Faith
from generation to generation, served by fugitive priests, for
whom two hiding holes were constructed. In more peaceful
days the Catholic chapel- of-ease, St Walburga’s, was built
by the Plowdens in 1862. It stands on the main road outside
the village. It has a Sunday morning Mass served from
Church Stretton.
Arriving in Lydbury North village, we entered the parish
church of St Michael and All Angels, and received a warm
welcome from the Anglican authorities. We crowded into the
small white-washed Plowden chapel, with its stone-flagged
floor and an ancient altar. We sang the familiar Latin of the
Missa de Angelis and Salve Regina and it was an emotional
occasion as we prayed the Mass of the Assumption, sharing
in the age-old spiritual patrimony of this humble oratory.
The Plowden family who had read the Scriptures and
the bidding prayers at Mass, invited us to share refreshments
afterwards in their delightful Tudor mansion, only a mile
or so from the village. As night fell and we dispersed, there
was a sense of having shared in some precious moments of
Catholic history.
Mgr Chris Lightbound
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School PTA Celebrates 25th
Annual Craft Fayre

O

T

‘TONIGHT AT 7.30’

November 2012 mag.indd 19

StRETTON FOCUS
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Photo Quiz – Where is it?
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n 10th November
Church Stretton School
PTA is proud to be
hosting its annual Craft Fayre, and this special fund-raising
he Dorrington Players November production will be event has reached its 25th birthday. Over the last 25 years
thousands of pupils, parents, grandparents, teachers,
‘Tonight at 7.30’ the Society’s version of three one
act plays, ‘Knightsbridge’ by John Mortimer and two stallholders and their friends and families, have kindly
supported this annual event. It’s this fantastic support that
plays taken from Noel Coward’s set of ten called ‘Tonight
allows the PTA to organise this valuable fund-raiser, and as a
at 8.30’, which included ‘Family Album’ and ‘Still Life.’
result thousands of pounds have been raised over the years to
There is a common theme between all three plays which,
provide additional money for the school.
in their different ways, explore the consequences of illicit
The PTA always tries to fund items/projects that benefit
relationships. The evening is, therefore, rather more adult
as many pupils as possible. A good example of this is the
in category than our audiences have been used to, but, we
school’s red mini bus,
hope, none the less enjoyable. Altogether a total of twenty
which I’m sure you will
members old and new will be appearing in the three plays, so
have seen around the
our audiences will be able to enjoy all the familiar DP faces
town and which was
and several new ones.
purchased using money
‘Family Album’ is set in 1860, a comedy styled by Coward
raised at the Craft
as a Victorian melodrama. The now grown up Featherway
Fayre and other school
children and their spouses are gathered in the family home
events.
following their father’s funeral, preparing to confirm and
So come along
celebrate their various inheritances form the deceased’s
to Church Stretton
will. The play’s comic sentimentality contrasts with today’s
School on Saturday
cynicism and ridicule as it portrays the warmth of family
10th November,
security, courtesy and respect for others and, notably, the
10.00 – 4.00 p.m. If
deference shown to the old retainer, Burrows, more a friend
you have not been
than a servant. The play differs from anything the DPs have
before you will find
done for many decades in that it will include the music and
over 50 craft stalls
songs that Coward has incorporated into the play.
selling unique and
‘Knightsbridge’ is by John Mortimer of ‘Rumpole of
Photographs courtesy of John Corfield exciting items, ideal
the Bailey’ fame. It is a lighthearted look at the situation
for early Christmas
of a single mother who has educated her daughter at a
shopping. Stalls include jewellery, stained glass, toys,
prestigious private school, providing the means to do so by
books, needlecraft, candles and clothing and many more,
using everything at her disposal to build her business. The
all carefully produced by local crafters. Refreshments will
daughter brings her rather older fiancé to be introduced
be served throughout the day in the School’s new, modern
to the mother and the scope for apprehensions and
misapprehensions, understandings and misunderstandings, is canteen and a raffle will also take place.
Thank you from the PTA and all those involved in the
abundant throughout a cleverly written and very witty play.
The piece is set in the 1960s when parents had to cope with school for your continued support. We look forward to
their offspring learning to throw off the shackles of parental seeing you there. Here’s to the next 25 years.
Alison Themans (PTA)
expectation, and when a very different moral code began to
take root with its change in attitudes and behaviour.
‘Still Life’ is an intriguing mix of emotional indulgence
and restraint as it probes the development of an intense
.
relationship between two people who are married but not to
each other, and the manner in which those people come to
terms with reality. Considering the play was written in 1935,
its content was trail-blazing but, at the same time, one could
be forgiven for mistaking it for an Elizabethan love tragedy
combining the different concepts of predestination and free
will. Coward clearly did not want his audiences to suffer
from this confusion in what is, after all, a one act cameo,
so as a pleasing contrast to the main story line, we witness
the blossoming of two other relationships, both of them
superficial and uncomplicated. The play was later made into
the now classic film ‘Brief Encounter’.
Performances will be at the Silvester Horne Institute on
Thursday, Friday & Saturday, 22nd – 24th November 2012
October’s photograph was
– Curtain up 7.30pm. Tickets £7 in advance , £8 on the door
taken on Church Street
from Burway Books and John R Thomas(florists). Enquiries,
Andrew Chapman 01694 723809.
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Shopping in The Strettons

Our readers will be delighted that the empty shop in
Beaumont Road is now home to Ensdon Farm Butchers,
who by now are well and truly established! The farm itself

URC Voice
Faith and Doubt
I usually listen to Thought for the
Day on Radio 4 in the hope of picking
up a few ideas for my own preaching.
One day, the speaker boldly said that
the opposite of faith is not doubt, but
certainty! That set me thinking.
Faith is trusting and hoping that what you are
committed to will finally be vindicated. If you knew it for
certain, there would be no room for faith. Being certain
cancels out the need for faith. Faith will always leave room
for doubt, which can actually be an enhancement of faith.
We live in an imperfect world, where faith is also never
perfect. Our faith needs to grow and develop as we reach for
perfection; and doubt can be an agent or catalyst for that purpose.
Those who claim to be certain about their religious
beliefs are treading a dangerous path: they are already half
way to fanaticism. If they are certain of what they believe,
they can never change their minds: they are always right, and
their only purpose in life is to convert others.
Billy Graham used to say that people who have that kind
of certainty (which included himself ) should be willing to
crawl over broken glass to get their message across, in the
hope of saving people from eternal damnation.
Sadly, the world knows to its cost, what other lengths
some extremists are prepared to go to. A few doubts would
help to keep us all more humble and tolerant of differing
points of view.
Donald Horsfield
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is at Montford Bridge, and this is where the pork and beef
are reared. The lamb comes from a close friend of the shop
manager just over the border into Wales, and the chicken
is all reared to RSPCA standards, with free-range birds
available to order. There are pies of various sorts from the
celebrated kitchens of Reg May (one of the editors can
thoroughly recommend the fidget pies!) as well as home cured bacon, home-made sausages and a range of marinated
and prepared meats to save you trouble.
In the cold weather readers will no doubt find the
hot sausage rolls, bacon baps and other hot snacks very
tempting. So why not call in and see what’s on offer!

NOVEMber 2012

Tuesday 6th November
7.30pm URC High Street, Church Stretton
‘Can a Jew, a Muslim and a Christian find any common
ground?’
An Inter Faith Bible Study on Isaiah 58
Sohayb Peerbhai, Mike Bourke, and Laurie Michaelis.
Imam Sohayb Peerbhai was born and bred in Leicester
and studied Islamic Theology in a traditional institution
in Bury, Greater Manchester, completing his B.A Degree
in combined theology from Birmingham University. He
was a Chaplain at HMP Prison Leicester for seven years
and now serves as Imam for the local Craven Arms Muslim
community. He is active locally with the South Shropshire
Interfaith Forum.
Mike Bourke is a keen amateur astronomer, and counts
star-gazing as amongst his chief spare-time pursuits. He has
been an outspoken advocate of gay rights in both church and
society, and has actively opposed institutional homophobia
in all organisations, including the Church.
In 2008 Michael Bourke received the Cross of
Augustine, the second highest international award for
outstanding service to the Anglican Church. This was
awarded primarily for his services to ecumenism, although
the citation also mentioned his work opposing racism and
homophobia.
Laurie Michaelis is both a Jew and a Quaker. He is
co-ordinator of ‘Living Witness: Quakers for sustainability’
connecting our spiritual life as worshipping communities
with our witness for a sustainable world. Momentum is
growing as Friends learn and work together, with regular
groups and action to green their lives and Meetings, practical
projects in their local communities, and engagement with
local and national government.
Tuesday 27th November
7.30pm URC High Street, Church Stretton
‘The Global Banking Crisis, the Web and what next?’
Andrew Pinder: from a career spent at the centre of
today’s economic and technological hotspots.
Andrew is a very experienced
senior executive, with an
unusually high profile in both the
public and private sectors. He
has extensive Board experience,
as both a member and Chairman,
in the public, private and
regulated sectors in the UK and
internationally.
He is regarded as a leader
in the Financial, IT and
Government sectors. He has
been around the world and at the
heart of many of the major events of recent years, ranging
from the introduction of the Euro to being at No. 10 during
the days of Margaret Thatcher, and later, of Tony Blair. In
a previous role as Tony Blair’s E-Envoy, he was regarded as
global thought leader in the development of the knowledge
economy in the UK.
He lives locally, just outside of Church Stretton.
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Stretton GPs since the 1950s
(Please note that the following article has
been compiled from the collected memories
of residents of The Strettons)
n the 1950’s there were two GP
practices in Church Stretton. The
McClintock practice was down
the side of Mr Goatley’s chemists shop
(now Rowlands). As a single-handed
GP, Anthony McClintock clearly could
not be available to his patients at all
times of day and night. It was generally
considered unwise to be ill during the
days of Ludlow Races. He employed
Dr Jean West to cover his absence and
reduce the risk of his patients having to
call his rival Winnie Gooch.
After a patient came out from the
doctor’s room, there was a pause while
he wrote up his notes and then Dr
Anthony would simply appear, look
around and return to his room. All
knew that was the signal for the next
patient – not a word was said.
His medical knowledge may have
been limited but he always knew when
to call in a specialist. If he saw anyone
he knew as he drove past, he would
wave in a dignified and special way,
rather like the Queen.
A young lady doctor assistant to
Dr McClintock, then married his rival
Dr Horace Gooch, and she persuaded
a number of McClintock patients to
change to her husband’s practice. Dr
Winnie Gooch liked nothing better
than to be able to attend a patient who
had called in an emergency because
they had been unable to contact Dr
McClintock.
On his death in 1968 Jean West
took over the practice and premises.
These consisted of a single room, no
waiting room so the patients, including
the local MP Sir Jasper Moore, sat on
the stairs while waiting to be seen. She
told all private patients that she would
continue to treat them only if they
transferred to her NHS list. Some of
those patients expected a home visit
every two weeks, come rain or shine,
whether they were ill or not.
Shoe boxes were saved to keep the
small medical record cards. On market
day lots of patients came in and after
writing their name, they could go off to
do shopping etc. If they were not back
when it was their turn, the next patient
went in until they returned. At the time
it proved to be a very good and flexible
system.
As a single-handed practitioner,
she was on call for her patients day
and night for every day of the year
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unless she called in her locum Dr
Mary Rose, wife of Mr Gordon Rose
the orthopaedic surgeon. The patients
fondly remember Jean and Mary as a
two very kind, lovely ladies.
Dr Gooch’s premises were in
Ragleth House on High Street. Later
she was joined by Dr Cary Griffiths
whose room was off the side of the
house. His waiting room was tiny
with a number of chairs and a wooden
bench which had a plank seat with a
split lengthways. This would catch the
unwary with a painful nip, while those
in the know were always seen to rise
ever so slightly when a newcomer was
about to sit down.
Cary Griffiths was a quiet,
thoughtful and considerate doctor,
highly-regarded by the many patients
who relied on his professional skills.

“. . . unless
they were
really ill,
they should
go home . . .”
Dr Winnie Gooch did not drive
and her chauffeurs could be called
out at any time to drive her on calls.
She was quite a character, not always
the most patient person, particularly
if she suspected a patient was wasting
her time. She was known to come out
of her surgery and announce to those
waiting that unless they were really ill,
they should go home – and sometimes
one or two did! She was a brilliant
doctor, a dominant personality who
didn’t beat about the bush and when
the need arose could cuss like a trooper.
She could be rather indiscreet and
would often speak about the patients
she had already visited that day. For
a normal working day, she wore a
grey beret but whenever a consultant
accompanied her on a house visit, she
would sport a yellow angora beret and
a plentiful supply of lipstick. She had a
corgi called Tim and each summer held
a dog show in her garden in aid of the
RSPCA. Most patients felt obliged to
attend.
During the terrible fire at the Hotel
in February 1968, she and Dr Griffiths

worked tirelessly throughout the night.
She took into her home the family of
the three young boys who died that
night.
Another character from those early
days was Nurse Bartlett who would
occasionally be tasked with taking
blood samples. She had what you could
only describe as a Dulux colour chart
with colours ranging from off-white
through to the deepest red imaginable.
Having taken a drop of blood from a
thumb prick, she would then match it
with her colour chart. If the match were
somewhere in the middle-range, all was
well.
On the retirement of Dr Gooch,
Jean West and Carey Griffiths began
discussions which resulted in the
merger of the two practices in a new
Health Centre in the town, Dr Charles
West succeeding his mother Jean.
While the new building was under
construction, the combined practice
operated from the black and white
house next to the Library.
The new Health Centre opened in
April 1974 with the two GPs joined
by district nurses and a health visitor.
Over the next fifteen years more and
more services joined what had come to
be called the Primary Healthcare Team.
The practice grew from two partners to
six and took on trainees. Premises were
outgrown and plans were laid for the
present Medical Centre which opened
in 1990.
Computers abound - long gone are
the days when everything important
about Mrs Jones was held in the head
of her old friend and family doctor.
Anne Gee

Church Stretton Area
Local History Group

‘A Poor Trumpet to Blow and Little
Applause to Expect’
The Rise and Decline of the
Birmingham Cut Nail Trade
By Guy Sjogren
26th November 2:30 at the
URC Hall, Church Stretton
£1 members/£2 non members
For information about the History
Group please contact
Ann Patterson 01694 722462
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A Shropshire Cycle Ride 18th June 1944
(Taken from the diary of David C Clark, aged 17 )
oday, I cycled to a county which I have neglected up
till now, this county is Shropshire. Bridgnorth was
reached at 12 noon after just over two hours riding.
After cycling up ‘Castle Hill’, I turned left at Morville for
Aston Eyre, Weston and Shipton, turning again at Shipton
for the small road which runs into Hope Dale and Wenlock
Edge. Hope Dale is worthy of note for it has good views and
scattered hillside farms lying in very beautiful wooded hills.
My next stop was Hope Bowdler which I mistook for
Church Stretton *** and, as I wished to inspect the Church
at Stretton, I consequently got into the wrong building.
[***NOTE: In wartime 1944, all signposts had been
removed in order to confuse German spies]
But it was then that I found my error for the Church at
Hope Bowdler is reached by a path darkened by Yew trees
which flourish either side, and the church itself consists of
only a nave which in any direction, does not resemble the
account of my sought-after church.
On reaching Church Stretton, my eyes met with a sad
sight for I saw a blind young man, indeed a youth, guided
by an ATS sergeant, walking in a very beautiful valley which
he may never see or be able to appreciate, except through the
eyes of the sergeant. As I rode into the town over the railway
bridge, I saw many more – some more fortunate than their
companions.
Before I left Church Stretton of course, I visited the
church which is a fairly vast structure with stone walls

T

approximately 800 years old. I especially observed the roof
rafters for, beside being very picturesque, they are the oldest
in the county. I also noted the small amount of Jacobean
panelling around the 15th century font.
Just outside Stretton, I saw the remains (foundations)
of Brockhurst Castle. These are fenced off but are very
near the road to Ludlow which was the road I had to take.
This road runs along with a railway through a splendid
valley.
The next stop was Stokesay Castle and Church. The
first grave one sees as they enter the churchyard is one to
George Edward Lucas, 1st Tank Corps, son of C and M.E.
Lucas, interned at Etaples, France July 1st 1918, aged 18,
with the inscription “In the midst of life we are in death”.
At the other side of Ludlow (Leominster Road), I was
able to purchase a decent tea for one shilling and sixpence;
this I had sitting talking to a middle-aged man under a
small tree. When I got past Ledbury, I purchased 2lbs of
cherries for Mother ( another one shilling and sixpence).
Bewdley was reached after getting over Clows Top and
Callows Hill. When at Bewdley, I had to mend a puncture
which I received when cycling into the town, but this
didn’t take me long and I was soon on my way home again,
which I reached at 9.15pm after riding up Hagley Hill and
Mucklows Hill for the fourth time. On reaching the foot
of Mucklows, I had cycled over 98 miles and when I finally
reached home, it was a total of 106 miles.

My Motorcycling Memories – Part 2

T
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race. I can still see him sliding down the road in his leathers
and trying to get up and on the bike again! The marshals
scooped him up and wrapped him in a blanket and gave
him the biggest mug of tea I had ever seen! Phil Read came
over and sat with him, and Mike Hailwood, who is, in my
opinion, the finest motorcycle racer the world has ever seen,
also stopped; his MV Augusta 350 four running on ‘2 ½’
cylinders”. After the racing was over, my friend Merrick
gave Phil Read a lift back to Douglas. He told us later that
he had never had the bike leaned over so far in corners
before! He also said that he would never wash the seat again
where the world champion had sat…
Such are my memories of our adventures on the Isle of
Man!
Les Curtis

NOVEMber 2012

he 350 Royal Enfield Bullet motorcycle I bought
in 1963 took me on many great rides. When I first
bought it, my dad suggested I go for a ride each
Sunday morning; to Shrewsbury, down the A49 to Church
Stretton, then back home over Wenlock Edge. I did this
most Sunday mornings; sometimes riding down to Ludlow,
which I did the first time I did the trip. There, having only
owned the bike for three days, I turned and looked at a
girl in a mini skirt and promptly fell off the bike, putting a
small dent in the tank, which was still in place when I sold
the bike, four years later! Dad had agreed to me having a
350cc bike on the understanding that I did not turn the
handlebars upside down. I agreed to this, but then bought
a pair of dropped clubman handlebars from Doran and
Wright in Wellington and fitted these! To his credit, Dad
did not give me a hard time over this. In 1963 and 1964 I
rode the bike to the Isle of Man for the TT races, together
with some friends. I’d finally got a handle on this tuning
lark and polished the inlet and exhaust ports, fitted racing
cams and a high compression piston, a BSA Gold Star
silencer and an Amal TT racing carburettor loaned to me
by my friend Bill Robinson. The bike went quite well, and
at Ramsey hairpin we got chatting to a guy with a 500cc
Norton Dominator 88. He was telling us how fast it was
and we all set off together to ride back to Douglas. Coming
down the mountain he was ahead of me but I wound the
throttle wide open and to my amazement, with my chin on
the tank; passed him! I managed to stay ahead and when we
stopped at Douglas he just rode straight off past us and we
never saw him again! 1963 was the year that Tommy Robb
fell off at 90mph at the Graham Memorial in the junior
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Church Stretton Heritage Open Day Success

F

or the first time this year, Church Stretton joined
with Whitchurch and Oswestry in laying on free
heritage-based events as part
of the National Heritage Open Days
Programme, which ran from 6th-9th
September. The purpose of this annual
event is to provide a free taster for
residents and visitors of our heritagerich towns with a view to promoting
ever wider interest and ever-stronger
commitment to the conservation of
that heritage.
All of the churches in all three
Strettons opened their doors and
provided displays and/or guides to
their historic buildings. The main
element was an Exhibition: ‘Church
Stretton – Old and New’ in the
The Exhibition.
Silvester Horne Institute on 7th and 8th
September. This comprised the first ever showing of the
full working model of the original rail lay-out in Church
Stretton, painstakingly constructed over many months by
the volunteers in the Church Stretton Railway Society.
The other element of the Exhibition was a display of
historic photographs, highlighting the changes in Church
Stretton down the years, from the unrivalled private
collection of local historian, Tony Crowe. Thanks are due
especially to him and to the Railway Society members
for their contributions but also to the other volunteer

stewards at all the venues and the providers of the excellent
refreshments from local Women’s Institutes.

Photo: Dave Anslow (Dcaphotography1@aol.com)
The Exhibition was very well received by residents and
visitors alike, with over 350 recorded visits to the assorted
venues. The Exhibition, in particular, brought home to
everyone how much heritage we have lost, reinforcing our
collective commitment to conserve what remains from our
past. For railway enthusiasts, the next public showing in
Church Stretton of the Railway Working Model will be
on Saturday 15th December and again at the next Annual
Railway Exhibition on Saturday 6th April 2013.
Bob Welch, Heritage Group Chairman

Shropshire Literary Society

S

We remind you that we shall be selling Christmas cards, diaries and calendars and small gifts at
the Co-op supermarket on Saturday 3rd November 9.00 am to 3.00 pm.
We hope you will call, if not please phone Jill & Richard Turner Jones on 724371 and we can
arrange for you to come to our house to see the cards.
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hropshire Literary Society has two meetings scheduled
this month.
On 5th November, David Harper will be taking on the
subject of “Ring Lardner, Moneyball, Baseball, Sport and
Life” - a fascinating contribution to this season’s theme of
Sport and Adventure.
Then on 26th
November, we
welcome local
author Katy Moran,
who will talk about
her work. Katy’s first
book, “Bloodline”
was published in
2008. Her next
book, “Hidden
Among Us” is due
out next year.
For more
information contact
David Howard
Secretary Tel.:
01694 722904
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Stretton Club to host Hobsons Church Stretton Rotary Club
Picker Pecker Litter Pickers
Food and Ale Night
he Rotary Club of Church Stretton’s commitment

T
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he Church Stretton and District Club are hosting
a Hobsons Brewery Funkie Food and Ale Night on
Wednesday 14th November as part of a book tour
promoting the recently published, ‘Hobsons Funkie Food &
Ale Cook Book’.
The beer themed evening will involve a ‘meet the brewer
session’, with brewer Tim Sant giving an insight into the craft
of brewing real ale and offering samples of Hobsons range.
This will be followed by a food tasting session introducing a
selection of six dishes featured in the cook book.
Hobsons is an award winning sustainable brewery based
in Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire, and in March 2012 they
opened up a challenge for people to come up with some
exciting novel recipe ideas for cooking with the Hobsons
beers. A classic dish or something with a twist, so long as
Hobsons was a key ingredient. The top twenty recipes have
now been published in the book.
Whether you’re a real ale fan, a budding cook or
someone interested in locally produced food and drink
we’re sure to tempt you with an evening of real ale and food
including taster dishes of ‘Easi Cheesy ale puffs’, ‘Cheekie
Pig & Puy Pie’, ‘One Foot in the Gravy’, ‘Chocolate Purple
Parcels’, ‘Saucy Postman’s Pudding’ and a Bread and cheese
board all made with Hobsons beers.
The event will take place in the function room at the
Church Stretton and District Club on Essex Road, starting
at 7pm. Tickets, priced £5, are on sale from Church Stretton
and District Club, Burway Books and Hobsons Brewery. A
percentage of ticket sales will be donated to Air Ambulance
as well as proceeds from a raffle on the night.
The cook book will be available to buy on the night and
will be stocked at Burway Books as well as via the Hobsons
online shop.
For further information please contact: Kate Pearce
Hobsons Brewery Marketing Manager
Tel: 01299 270837 Mobile: 07506 155551
Email: kate@hobsons-brewery.co.uk

T

to community service, is admirably demonstrated by
responding to litter pick within the community of Church
Stretton. Litter pickers worked very enthusiastically clearing litter
along the roads and hedgerows. Four Rotarians slogged for several
hours clearing litter from the streets. The Rotary tabards attracted
positive comments from residents and tourist visitors.
Church Stretton Rotary Club’s President, the Reverend
David Crowhurst, could not resist giving the Churchyard
that little bit more attention!
Contact: Karen May-Wilcox, Public Relations Officer
The Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Tel: 01584 861607 Email: karray@btinternet.com

Rotarians, from left: Richard Nicholls, Colin McIntyre,
President David Crowhurst and Chris George. The lady in the
picture is Heidi from Shropshire County Council who requested
volunteers to help pick up litter.
Tree of Lights
his year the Tree of Lights will, in true Christmas
tradition, be in the square of Church Stretton, lights
in memory of a loved one or a special cause. Names
will be displayed near the tree during the Carol Service in
the square on Christmas Eve and in the local press.
The Rotary Club of Church Stretton will be donating
money raised to the following charities.
Hope House for Sick Children
Severn Hospice
County Air Ambulance
Should you wish to sponsor a light on the tree, sponsor
forms will be available from McCartneys, High Street,
Church Stretton or by contacting Rotarian Leo Williams
Tel: 01694 723659.
The Christmas Lights will be switched on at 5.00 p.m.
Saturday 24th November. The Tree will be blessed during
Carols in the Square on Christmas Eve.
Karen May-Wilcox

T

St Peter’s Autumn Craft Fair
At Rushbury Village Hall
Saturday 3rd November 11am - 4pm

Kate Pearce Hobsons Marketing Manager, pictured with the
published ‘Funkie Food & Ale Cook Book‘ launched at the
Ludlow Food Festival 2012.
Photo: Andy Richardson
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Christmas gifts to buy, preserves, homemade
apple juice, knitwear and much more
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Upholstery Classes

D

o you have a much-loved chair that is crying out for
a little TLC? What about that inherited piano stool,
sitting for years in your attic or garage, awaiting
refurbishment?
Upholstery classes are the answer!
Tuition is being offered at the Methodist Church hall on
a fortnightly basis, Saturdays from 9am to 1pm. Midweek
classes will be considered if the interest is there.
Come along and learn the art of traditional upholstery.
Tools are provided and any raw materials can be purchased
at the class if needed.
Bring along your stool, chair, headboard, armchair
or settee. A fun, informal setting - with coffee and cake
provided!
Contact details: Anita Lewis 01547 530 272
Mob: 078 702 19599
Fees are £22.00 per session.

Recipe of the Month

S

tretton Climate Care, in association with the National
Trust, is hosting an exploratory meeting at the
Cardingmill Valley Pavilion at 7.30pm on Monday
12th November. The purpose is to see if a small amount
of hydro power can be generated from the water emerging
from the reservoir above Cardingmill Valley. John Hallé
of Sharenergy Co-op will outline the results of a feasibility
study which shows in principle how this could be done.
Peter Carty will also explain the National Trust’s approach
to the potential project, with a particular concern for the
conservation of the landscape. At this stage it is about
addressing the technical, aesthetic and financial issues
of such a scheme; other potential schemes could also be
considered.
Although the meeting is being promoted by Stretton
Climate Care, a new local co-operative would be needed to
take the scheme forward, and this would depend on local
support. A co-operative would invite local people to fund a
share of the project with the expectation of a modest return
from locally generated renewable energy. Sharenergy is based
in Shrewsbury and works mainly in the West Midlands to
help set up renewable energy co-operatives.
The meeting will be preceded by Stretton Climate
Care’s AGM at 7pm, to which all are invited, followed by
refreshments, courtesy of the National Trust.
A large variety of low energy light bulbs will be available,
free of charge, to everyone attending.
David Howard, Press and Publicity Officer
Culmore, Clive Avenue, Church Stretton, SY6 7BL
Tel: 01694 722904

Farmhouse Bacon and Leek Pie
his is a good family pie and it can be made in a large
size or individual pies, served hot with veg or cold with
salad or coleslaw. The small ones need muffin tins.
he Church Stretton croquet team played their first
Ingredients:
home match following the opening of the new
1 tsp oil
lawn in the town park. Church Stretton played
9 oz thick-cut back bacon rashers,
Shrewsbury and won 7 games to 1.
cut in half
1 shallot, peeled and sliced
3 leeks, sliced thinly and rinsed
7 fl oz half - fat crème fraiche
2 eggs
ground black pepper
2 tbsp parsley chopped
2 tbsp whole-grain mustard
1 x 500g ready-made shortcrust pastry, thawed if frozen
milk and beaten egg to glaze.
Method:
Preheat oven to 180C (350F) (Gas 4). Heat the oil in a
large frying pan, add the bacon, shallots and leeks and fry
until they soften. Leave to cool. Mix the crème fraiche, eggs,
pepper, parsley and mustard. Add this to the bacon mixture.
Roll out half of the pastry and line a large pie dish; do not
trim off the excess over the edges. Fill the dish with the
mixture. Roll out the remaining pastry for the lid. Use your
The team is photographed without
thumb and finger to pinch the two pastry edges together to
Thelma Thompson who also played
make a ‘rustic’ finish, then brush the lid with the milk and
egg. Bake for 50 minutes or until the pastry is golden brown.
The pastry can be purchased fresh from some supermarkets.
A jolly good family pie.
‘Her Ladyship’
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Croquet Team’s Home Win!

T
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Hydro Power in Cardingmill
Valley
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UNA Pazapa-Haiti Partnership Coppice Leasowes
AZAPA means ‘step by step’ in
Needs You
Haitian Creole. Never has this been

P

more poignant than now, as just
last month the makeshift classrooms, that
were built as a temporary measure after the
2010 Haitian earthquake, had their roofs
torn off by hurricane Isaac.
The weather conditions are not the
only problems that people face in Haiti. Haiti is the poorest
country in the region, possibly in the world. Because of
centuries of dictatorship, slavery, oppression and corruption
it has become a dysfunctional state. More than half of the
population is under 18 years. If retained and educated they
will provide the future leadership. The hope for young disabled
children is a huge issue in Haiti. Regardless
of their specific disabilities, physical,
mental, emotional, they are all categorized
as mentally challenged.
PAZAPA’s mission in Haiti is to
support the treatment, education, and
development of children with disabilities,
and to integrate them into the community at large.
In 2010 Shropshire UNA joined in a partnership to help
rebuild and equip the Pazapa centre in Jacmel, Haiti, to provide
hope and a future for children with disabilities. A wide variety
of fundraising and awareness-raising events, have raised over
£9,000 so far to go towards the Pazapa project. We wish to
thank all our friends and supporters in South Shropshire.
www.unashropshire.org.uk
Noel Beattie 725530 Caroline Roberts 01584 878728

C

oppice Leasowes is an area of 12 acres straddling
the A49 to the north of Church Stretton. The site
has a variety of wild flowers, streams with bankside plants, and hedgerows rich in wildlife, and has been
designated a Local Nature Reserve by Natural England.
The Coppice Leasowes Working Group, an advisory
body to the Church Stretton Town Council, with
responsibility for maintaining the reserve, is seeking
volunteers to assist in its management. If you have few
hours (and some basic gardening tools) to assist with
clearing unwanted vegetation, planting trees, maintaining
hedges, building habitat piles and similar tasks, please
contact:
John Arnfield (01694 724 170) or arnfield.2@osu.edu).

The working woods of
Wenlock Edge

All Stretton Art Exhibition

StRETTON FOCUS NOVEMber 2012

V

P

ictured preparing for their first Christmas Art Exhibition
later this month, this trio of Stretton artists will show a
range of creative and affordable gift ideas in watercolour,
oil, pastel, acrylic and mixed media.
Works by the three artists - Judy Osborne, (seated left),
Stewart Rankine and his wife Daphne Rankine - will be on
show at All Stretton Village Hall from 10.30am to 4.30pm on
Sunday, November 25, with refreshment donations going to
Hope House Children’s Hospice.
Between them the three have exhibited at Church Stretton,
Ludlow, Shrewsbury, Hereford, Bishop’s Castle, Clun and
Berriew – and as far afield as Cornwall and Yorkshire.
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iewed from the air, the 20-mile long wooded
escarpment of Wenlock Edge stands out as a
major landscape feature of south Shropshire.
This almost unbroken stretch of woodland is both
an historical feature of great importance and one of
our most valued wildlife habitats. On Wednesday
28th November, the Church Stretton Tree Group
has organised an illustrated talk by local landscape
archaeologist Dr Ian Dormor, who has a particular
interest in the cultural history of woodlands. Taking the
recently published National Trust book The Living Edge:
a Wanderer’s Guide to Wenlock Edge, to which Ian
contributed the chapter on Archaeology and Landscape
History as an underlying theme, his talk will explore
the history and uses of the Wenlock Edge woodlands
from the Iron Age to the present day. This talk promises
to be a colourful tour through one of the gems of the
Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to
reveal some of the cryptic clues that provide an insight
into the history of the trees and woodlands that clothe
the Edge.
The meeting is open to all and takes place at 7.30pm
at the Church Stretton Methodist hall, Watling Street
South. For further information about the Tree Group
contact Hilary Hymas on 01694 723208.
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Occasional Advertisements
KEN HARTLEY and BOB JONES
All types of general building work
Property Maintenance
Renovations and Conversions
Groundworks
Hard Landscaping
Summerhouses Garden Studios
Established over 15 years, Fully Insured
Tel: Ken Hartley 07970 048477
Bob Jones 01694 781459

ISLE OF WIGHT - RYDE ESPLANADE

Superior holiday apartment
Sleeps 2 adults. Non-smoking
Parking, Lift, All amenities
Adjacent Passenger Ferry and Hovercraft.
Reasonable rates all year.

Contact 01983 617068

mrssmp@hotmail.com

AMY PAUL & CO, ACCOUNTANTS
Established 1987

ACCOUNTS, TAX, BOOK-KEEPING, VAT, PAYE
Clients visited anytime, Reasonable Fees
Call Amy Chapman 01694 720000, 07768 436770
amypaulandco@clara.co. uk

Liberty House
Interiors

New ideas and inspiration for creating a beautiful personal
atmosphere for your home.
We aim to please with our outstanding commitment to
quality and customer satisfaction.
We also provide a range of classic design bespoke fitted kitchens.
All hand made in England, solid timber in any Farrow & Ball
colour of your choice.
46 High St, Church Stretton
Contact: 01743 360253

Adele's Professional Homecare Service

STRETTON CLEARANCE

Friendly and Reliable Business, 2O years experience, Fully Referenced
Domestic - Cleaning - Ironing
Free In-Home Estimates
Shopping, Dogwalking, 25% Discount for Pensioners
01694 720212 07523 321 915
www.adelesprofessionalhomecareservice.co.uk

ALL GARDEN AND DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES PROMPTLY REMOVED
SCRAP CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH.
01694 724181 or 07968 685623

PROPERTY REPAIRS

Colin Lancaster
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To place an occasional advertisment,
contact 01694 723890
or adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk

UK Athtetics Fitness Coach
For people wanting to improve their fitness
or lose weight. Personal Training for you
and exclusive use of gym in Little Stretton.
Free initial fitness consultation.
www. shropshirefitness.com
Ring: 01694 724834
email: colin@shropshirefitness.com
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Competitive rates
Washers to windows
Guttering to gardens
We can paint it, fix it, change it
Call Rowan
01694 771730
www.kenleybarn.co.uk/42.html
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