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If you wish to know the times of regular meetings

2 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

3 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

4-5 Saturday and Sunday
National Trust

Wilderness Camping @ Pole Bank

See Page 8

5 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

7 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library
Children’s event: Meet Professor Julius Drake.
Tel: 722535
Churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
2.30-3.30pm CS Library

8 Wednesday

Amnesty International Group
Meeting. All welcome
7.30pm SHI

See Page 38
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Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

10 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair
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On in the Strettons in August

3

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

Drop-In sessions for Volunteers
Want to volunteer or groups seeking volunteers please call in for a chat with Clive
Leworthy.
10.00am-12.00 noon CS Library

11-12 Saturday and Sunday
National Trust

Wilderness Camping @ Pole Bank

See Page 8

11 Saturday
National Trust

Walk & Wild swim £10
10.00am–4.30pm Meet at Bridges

See Page 8

CS and CA Liberal Democrats
Annual Table Top Sale.
Contributions gratefully received.
Contact Pat Stokes-Smith 01694 723189
The Square

National Trust
Perseid Shower
8.00pm till late Chalet Pavilion CMV

See Page 8

12 Sunday

National Trust
Nordic Walking

See Page 11

14 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library
Children’s Craft Event: Make Gymnastic Monkeys. See event on 7th for contact details
2.30-3.30pm CS Library

15 Wednesday

(Police And Communities Together)
2.00pm Mayfair Café

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

17 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

18-19 Saturday and Sunday
National Trust

Wilderness Camping @ Pole Bank

See Page 8

18 Saturday

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Contact 01694 722418
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton VH

21 Tuesday

All Stretton Women’s Institute
Guide Dogs for the Blind
All Welcome
7.30 AS VH

23 Thursday

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

24 Friday

Country Market

29 Wednesday

National Trust
Heather on the Hill

See Page 8

30 Thursday

Bed Linen Sale
10am-4pm Mayfair

Stretton Traidcraft
Fairtrade Goods for Sale
10.30am – 1.00pm Mayfair

31 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Hope Bowdler Barbecue
With The Shropshire Strummers.
Tickets £7.50. Bring your own drinks.
6.30pm HB VH

1 Saturday

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Summer Show
2.30pm AS VH

See Page 14

2 Sunday

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

9.15-11.45am Mayfair

25 Saturday

CS & District Gardening Club
Summer Show
2.30pm SHI

25, 26, 27 Saturday-Monday
Teas to Please

2.30-6.00pm All Saints Church. LS

See Page 4

Stretton Focus Website

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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Abbreviations
AS = All Stretton
CA = Craven Arms
CMV = Carding Mill Valley
CS = Church Stretton
HB = Hope Bowdler
LS = Little Stretton
NT = National Trust
SHDC = Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre
SHI = Silvester Horne Institute
TC = Town Council
URC = United Reformed Church
VH = Village Hall

August 2012

PACT Public Surgery

16 Thursday
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Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group News

T

he Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group
(SACWG) offers local residents the opportunity to
get close to nature by undertaking surveys of local
wildlife, with a particular focus on rare or threatened species,
to provide information in support of conservation efforts.
It is open to all and requires no specialised knowledge just a willingness to learn about and enjoy recording and
monitoring wildlife.
The group’s first project - a count of Red Grouse on the
Long Mynd - is now finished. Over 50 people participated
in this survey in April and May. While the weather was not
entirely cooperative, a large database of observations was
collected which is now undergoing analysis and mapping to
assess the number of grouse territories on the Mynd. The
group has also identified 12 previously unknown amphibian
breeding sites in the Strettons area.
Two more projects remain for 2012. The first is a survey
of butterflies in the Strettons area, to assess what species are
here and in what habitats they are found. The second focuses

on hedgerows and verges in the
area, with a major emphasis on
determining species richness.
SACWG is seeking
enthusiastic people of all age
groups and all levels of prior
experience to take part in these
exciting projects. By the time
you read this, the training
sessions will be over but there is
still an opportunity to make a contribution, with instruction
on a one-on-one basis. If you are interested in taking part,
please contact Gareth Parry (tel: 01743 252543; mobile:
07582 004 924; email: gareth.parry@shropshire.gov.uk.).
SACWG receives financial support from the Community
Wildlife Groups in the Shropshire Hills LEADER Project,
part financed by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development 2007-2013: Europe investing in rural areas.
John Arnfield

Wildlife Trust Visit to
Rhos Fiddle

James Gibson:
an appreciation
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T

raving horizontal sleet and unseasonal underfoot
wetland conditions, 20-plus heroic souls pursued
the infectiously enthusiastic and frighteningly
knowledgeable Shropshire Wildlife Trust Conservation
Officer, Fiona Gomersall and organic farmer Trevor Wheeler
round this exposed hilltop nature reserve and were rewarded
by seeing a truly amazing show of yellow mountain pansies,
a red kite, a flutter of meadow pipits and the odd lark,
sundry mosses, lichens and as well as ferns, ragged robin and
lousewort aplenty, before descending to the relative serenity
of Trevor’s farm to see his beautiful hay meadows and
innovative straw barn.
A wonderful place still wonderful in adversity but
perhaps it’s as well our next event, an illustrated talk on
Invertebrates, is indoors at the Methodist Hall, Church
Stretton on 17th October.
Jeremy Freeland, Shropshire Wildlife Trust

he civic life of Church Stretton will be diminished
by the death of Cllr James Gibson. As a businessman
himself, he instinctively understood the pressures
and demands on those running small businesses. Through
the pages of the Stretton Focus the Church Stretton Chamber
of Trade would like to acknowledge his support and advice,
both of which will be sorely missed. Some 50 years ago,
James was one of the founder members of the Round Table
in Church Stretton and more recently was one of those
involved with establishing the Ring and Ride.
Always a gentleman, and with the interests of the
community at heart, his passing is a loss to us all.
Stuart Wright, Vice Chairman,
CS and District Chamber of Trade

Trivia Corner No 104
by Ken Willis

Teas to Please

1. Who was Henry VIII’s fifth wife?
2. Who is the actress and singer whose real name was
Frances Gum?
3. Who is the present Parliamentary Speaker of the
House of Commons?
4. Who was the fashion model that starred in the 1971
film ‘The Boyfriend’
5. Who invented the electric light bulb?
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A

ll Saints church at Little Stretton will be
holding its annual “Teas to Please” in the
church garden on 25th, 26th and 27th
August from 2.30pm until 6.00pm. This event,
that has been much enjoyed by many local
people and visitors in past years, raises funds
for the church and local charities, including
Shropshire Air Ambulance and the Gateway
Club. We look for your support again this year.

13/07/2012 11:52
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Birdlife in your garden

T

he Jackdaw is a common inhabitant of the Strettons
and a frequent garden visitor. This species is the
smallest of the crow family in the region (about 34
cm or 13 inches long) and is the only one to regularly nest
in holes. The adult’s plumage is largely black (with a purple
or blue sheen in sunlight), as are the bill and legs. However,
it is easily distinguished from the larger Carrion Crow and
Rook by its ash-grey nape and neck sides, striking grey eyes
and shorter, stubbier bill. On the ground, Jackdaws strut
with a jaunty, upright posture. Adult males and females are
alike but immature birds are browner than their parents with
a less distinctly demarcated hood and, initially, pale blue eyes
(which turn brown after a year before taking on the final
grey hue).

Jackdaws are omnivorous, opportunistic and highly
adaptable in their choice of food. Foraging usually takes
place in family groups or flocks. A group of Jackdaws
(known as a “clattering”) will often intermix with flocks
of Rooks or Starlings in the search for food in open field
situations. They are voluble and possess a great range of
calls. The best known is probably the monosyllabic and
rather metallic chack, chyac, tchack, kyac, yap or jack
(depending on which bird book you use and perhaps the
inclination of the bird!), which is primarily a contact call.
The alarm call is a grating “caw”. Prior to the sixteenth
century, this bird was known as a “daw”, a name perhaps
recalling this alarm note. Various explanations exist for the
prefixing of this historic name with “jack”: this may also be
onomatopoeic (from the contact
call) or may come from this word’s
archaic meaning of “small”.
Once a popular pet, Jackdaws
are intelligent and can be taught
to mimic human speech (like
parrots and starlings). Unlike in
the countryside, Jackdaws are often
confiding in towns and villages,
where they are not persecuted, and
make an amusing and interesting
addition to the bird population of
your garden.
John Arnfield

The Jackdaw is readily distinguished from other crows by its grey “hood”, its short,
stubby bill and its light eye. (Photo: Edmund Fellowes, BTO Library)

The author is British Trust for
Ornithology Ambassador for the
Garden BirdWatch (GBW) scheme
in southern Shropshire. Is your
organisation planning its speakers’
programme for 2012-13? If so, and
you would be interested in a talk on garden
birds and GBW, or if you are interested in
joining GBW, contact John on
(01694) 724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.

StRETTON FOCUS
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Jackdaws are highly gregarious and can be observed in
family groups following nesting and in larger flocks later in
the year. They mate for life and the male
and female stay together even in winter
flocks. Nesting locations are eclectic and
may include holes in trees, rabbit burrows,
cavities in rock outcrops, sea cliffs, quarries,
the belfries, towers and statuary of churches,
castle fortifications, bridge arches, holes in
the roofs of buildings and, most famously,
chimney pots. They may nest in loose
colonies but are not as social as nesting
Rooks. The nest is built on a foundation
of sticks, which are dropped into the cavity
until they accumulate to the appropriate
height, a technique which works poorly
when the cavity has an open bottom (such
as a chimney)! A softer layer of fur, feathers
and dried grasses is placed on the sticks
to provide a bed for the eggs and chicks.
Jackdaws may acquire fur and wool by
landing on and plucking deer, sheep and
cattle but, in return, they may also rid their Jackdaws may use their feet to hold food items and chisel them open with their bills.
(Photo: Jill Pakenham, BTO Library)
bedding source of insect parasites.

13/07/2012 11:52
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Parents’ Corner

T

he Summer holidays are a fantastic opportunity to
spend some quality time with our family. Below are a
few things that we love doing with our children and
they won’t cost the earth.
• Visit the fabulous Brooksbury Nature Play Area and ride
the zip wire
• Dam building in the stream in Ashes Hollow, Little
Stretton
• Wandering through Rectory Wood identifying trees
• A game of Pitch & Putt (crazy golf ) at the Church
Stretton Park
• An afternoon swim at the Leisure Centre
• Sitting watching sports on Russell’s Meadow field
making a daisy chain
• Story time at our local library
• Ride the shuttle bus and see the Mines at Snailbeach
• Pond dipping/wild swimming in Carding Mill
Valley
• Cycling/skateboarding with pals (remember your
helmet!)
• Walk the sculpture trail at the Longmynd Hotel
• Visit the WI market on Friday mornings at Mayfair
(for some yummy treats)
• Picnicking in Helmeth Wood

And if you want to explore a little
further afield...
5th August: Shropshire Festival of
Transport at the West Midlands
Agricultural Showground. A family
fun event featuring transport old and new. 2012 features
an aerobatic display and helicopter display plus 50th
anniversary of the MGB. Crafts stalls and trade stands
welcome. 10.00am – 5.00pm. Adults £7, Concessions £4,
Family £20.

ENJOY!! ... Please send us some ideas of your summer
activities (and photos); we’d love to hear about what you
like doing locally. (emma.alston@btinternet.com)
Weekend of 7th/8th August: Open air theatre
production of Hansel & Gretel
Walcot Hall, Lydbury North Shropshire SY7 8AZ
Tel: 01588680570
Outdoor production of Hansel & Gretel performed in
the Ballroom gardens, bring a picnic! 5.00pm
www.walcothall.com/events/upcoming
15th August: Let’s get messy with nature at
Shropshire Wildlife Trust Visitor Centre
Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury
Tel: 01743 284280 www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.

Comfort Blankets – help please!

August 2012 mag.indd 6

women’s refuge. Of course we could always use more. Across
the UK we donate about 20,000 items a year.
I have been President (and general dogsbody) for quite
a few years now and we have grown to such a size that we
need to be more organised. So I have been advised by a
solicitor to set up a community interest company; this is
something entirely new to me so I need help. Is there anyone
out there with experience of running a small charity or small
business who is willing to give a few hours to help us set up
and run the organisation?
Lynn Antill
Project Linus UK
01694 722118 projectlinusuk@hotmail.co.uk

StRETTON FOCUS
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ll mothers know how important a comfort blanket
can be to a child. They are even more important for
a child in hospital or suffering some other trauma.
Project Linus UK (named for the Charlie Brown character
who always has a blanket) is a voluntary network of knitters
and stitchers. We reach from Shetland to Jersey with nearly
100 co-ordinators and thousands of people helping us make
the blankets and patchwork quilts. My husband and I retired
to Church Stretton a couple of years ago attracted, amongst
other things, by the obvious community spirit and there are
already several ladies in the town making quilts and blankets.
Some of these local ones go to premature baby units,
to Hope House children’s hospice and others to the local

August 2012

William’s Joke of the Month
Q - Who marched ten thousand pigs up to the top
of the hill?
A- The grand old duke of Pork :-)
Emma Alston

13/07/2012 11:52
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School wins Faraday Challenge

T

he Faraday Challenge is an annual competition for
schools run by the Institute of Engineering and
Technology. This national event aims to challenge
students and put their scientific and engineering skills to
the test. School teams of six students competed against
other schools to complete an
engineering challenge.
Using basic components
and materials and working to a
budget, students had to develop
design ideas and build working
prototypes. Marks were awarded
for creative development, cost
efficiency, presentation and
prototype function.
This year students had
to programme and build a
drinks delivery system for race
walking athletes. This involved
automatically filling and moving
drinks containers. Nearly 350 teams took part in more than
50 regional events. Church Stretton School won a regional

Focus On Faith

National Trust Events

The Logo

4th to 5th, 11th to 12th,
18th to 19th August
Wilderness Camping @ Pole
Bank
£5 for 2-man tent/£15 for
family tent (Yes there is a compost toilet
there now, in case you’re wondering!)
Tel 01694 725000

I
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event beating five other school
teams and scored in the top
three nationally, making it to the grand final.
So on the 21 - 22 June, the team from Church Stretton
School along with Mr Darren Clarkson (physics teacher),
travelled to London to represent
South Shropshire in the national
final. Our final design was based
on the London Eye and the
2012 Olympics. We were the
only state school represented in
the final and WE WON! Our
prize was £1,000 for the school
and a bronze bust of Michael
Faraday. This goes to prove that
Shropshire’s young engineers and
schools are the best!
Congratulations to the team;
Robert Aze, Charlie Morgan,
Alex Hearle, Hetty Niblett,
Sascha Robinson and Megan Margetts.

designed the logo above
for this column in 1988 on my new Apple Macintosh computer.
Information technology has been behind a lot of change in the last
25 years and has helped Stretton Focus evolve into a radically different
magazine from its early incarnation. The graphic capability of my new
Macintosh opened up interesting opportunities – the logo was one result.
Focus has used it for nearly 25 years so I thought it was time to reflect on
how well it works.
I drew a church in a box. The lettering “Focus on Faith” is a computer
font, lacking individuality, but with soft curves which draw the reader to
the image of the church. The church drawing is quite primitive. Like all
2-dimensional icons the meaning of what readers see is based on their own
experience. But this church has a hidden characteristic – like the text, the
walls and roof are drawn by prescribed formulae in the computer software.
The final element of the logo is the box itself, separating the title and icon
from the important words which lie outside the box.
The mediaeval church used boxes and prescribed formulae to define
faith. Thinking outside the box was heretical, and could endanger one’s life.
The term ‘heresy’ is still used by some to label ideas outside their church’s
box. Repression never discouraged liberal thinking however, exemplified
perhaps by the non-conformist founders of today’s United Reformed
Church. The growth of diverse churches around the world is one result of
liberal thinking about faith but churches, old or new, all have their own
boxes.
A side-effect of social change in our better educated society is the
appearance of more independent thinking about faith which does not
reflect established dogma. Even so such ideas are not as widely debated as
many of us would hope, despite technology making repression impossible.
This Stretton Focus column has worked well over the years, debating issues
and fresh ideas which help us think about our faith.
So the graphic remains relevant. It is a quiet reminder that faith has a
framework, but that we should also be open to the challenge of thinking
outside our boxes.
Roger Wilson
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11th August
Walk & Wild swim £10 10.00am – 16.30pm.
Meet at Horseshoes @ Bridges,
grid ref SO394964
Limited numbers. Tel 01694 725000
11th August
Perseid Shower
8.00pm – late at Chalet Pavilion. £8 per
person (includes soup & a roll).
Weather permitting the second half of the
evening will take place outside.
12th August
Nordic Walking (£10, poles provided)
Beginners: meet chalet pavilion 10.00am –
11.15am
Advanced: meet chalet pavilion 11.45am –
1.00pm
Limited numbers Tel 01694 725000
29th August
Heather on the Hill. £20 (includes transport
to top of Mynd). 10.00am – 2.00pm.
Meet at pavilion. Limited numbers
Tel 01694 725000

13/07/2012 11:52
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Letters to the Editor
Community spirit saves a tree
would like to highlight the strong
community spirit of Church Stretton and
the leadership shown by the Town Council
in objecting to a recent planning application to
fell a healthy and much loved 150 year old oak
tree near Hazler Road.
The tree, which pre-dates all houses on the
east side of church stretton, is subject to a Tree
Preservation Order (TPO), however, we felt
powerless to save it in the face of surprisingly
strong support for the felling of the tree from
the council’s Tree and Woodland Protection Officers.
Rather than apathy, a total of 22 very well researched
and persuasive objections were posted on the council’s
website from neighbours in the Sandford Avenue and Hazler
Road area, showing how much people really do care about
the town’s character.
The new Town Mayor, Tom Beaumont, without even
having to be asked, contacted a number of neighbours
offering his invaluable support to these community
objections and took charge of raising its profile. He involved
the Church Stretton Tree Group led by the eloquent and
knowledgeable Hilary Hymas who spoke on BBC Radio
Shropshire about the tree. Mr Beaumont was also successful,
thanks in part to the large number of individual objections,
in getting the application referred to Shropshire Council’s
Southern Area Planning Committee headed by David
Evans, the councillor for Church Stretton and Craven Arms.
This committee took the time and trouble to visit Church
Stretton to see the tree for themselves and understand the
issues involved.
The application to fell the tree was rejected by this
committee in Bridgnorth on Tuesday 19th June. It is
reassuring, that with the help of the right people, residents’
opinions can count in the outcome of these local matters. It
is a privilege for my family to live in a town with such strong
community spirit.
M Smith (Mr)

I

I

I

June 2012
£100
£20

142		
24		

£50 27
£10 328
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Christianity and animals
n the July edition of Focus, two of the ‘Voices’
mentioned other animals. Andrew Tweedie, in
Catholic Voice, described the honey bee as “Noble and
industrious”, and later as “The most virtuous of creatures”
Why does the bee’s cousin, the wasp not also qualify for such
praise as it is just as beautiful? The answer I suspect, it that is
does not supply the human animal with wax for its candles,
nor honey for its table
Next, we come to Donald Horsfield, the voice of URC.
The notion that God is a verb sounds highly attractive,
particularly when that verb is defined as LOVE. He goes
on to explain that in Celtic mythology the ‘Wild goose’ is
a symbol of the Holy Spirit, and one assumes, reverenced
accordingly. Why then does the Christian church in all its
flavours remain silent when the captive goose is force-fed
in order to produce quite unnecessary luxury ‘treats’ for the
already overfed human animal? Where is the love in that?
The old Christian argument offered in defence of our
treatment of our fellow creatures, is that God made them
for our use. The production of pate de foie gras is not use.
It is ABUSE, and that is a sin against the creation and the
Creator.
Perhaps either or even both of these gentlemen would
answer one question which never seems to be asked. It is
this. If God made all things and creatures for our use, why
did He create so very many which pre-date our existence and
are of no use to us at all?
Elspeth Keeling-Howard

August 2012

“Do unto others…”
n my opinion this is a typical example of the wellintentioned but ill informed view of a person who
does not take into consideration the world view
(Weltanschauung).
Looking at a past advert of a renowned manufacturer
in Engineering, “competition improves the breed”. I agree
with this. In my experience in engineering and providing
a service, customers like to be reassured that what they are
getting is value for money and if you are not competitive
they go to another that does. This involves training and
experience.
Experience also tells me that there are a multitude of
expenses to be taken into consideration when marking up
your price of a product, and to ignore these is tantamount
to irresponsibility. If you employ people, you are responsible
for paying them, if you don’t pay them enough they will go
somewhere else and if you don’t cover your expenses you will
go bankrupt. Also you need to keep them up to date with
training to produce a decent quality of product or service.

While not wishing to point out the obvious,
teachers, doctors, engineers, farmers and lawyers
all need to be trained and that has a cost.
How do you reflect the time spent achieving
these qualifications without the training and
experience? No pain, no gain.
All these people are generally good people
that are brought up within the English
culture and obey laws that were based on
Christianity. There are some that stray but we
are all human beings and make mistakes. As
far as I am concerned the best way to alter the
world around you is to lead a good example while within
or without business. If you have an opinion it is better
informed from within trade or profession generally speaking.
If you have never been in a profession or business of any
sort, a rounded opinion, as in this case, is a blinkered one
that is not just the ticket.
Peter Taft
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Mayfair News
Multi age Mayfair Dance Troup join in Lawk Nacch
Finale Performance in Birmingham.
n Saturday 30th June a team of 14 people from
Mayfair, including 8 young people and 6 adults,
joined over 2000 other dancers to perform a
Punjabi folk dance routine at Birmingham and Sandwell
Summer Mela (Festival), in Smethwick Park.
This was part of the Olympic Torch Relay celebrations
and we came home with our own ‘gold medal’ for taking
part. This event was also aimed at setting a new Guinness
World Record for the ‘Largest ever Bhangra & Giddha
Performance’. We are waiting to see if we were successful.
“We have all learned the routine together in weekly
workshops under the guidance of dance tutor Helen Gane.
As part of the project, Helen has also been working with
other groups in Shropshire which we met on the day,
Volunteers are the lifeblood of the Centre, not only
alongside groups from other areas of the West Midlands. The
music and routine are very lively and great fun”, said Nicola because of practical things they do, but the manner in
which they do it. Their warmth, friendship and smiles make
McPherson.
Mayfair a special place. “I would like to publicly thank all
our volunteers for all their support and help and welcome
Volunteers thanked at the AGM
anyone who may be interested in volunteering with us to
please get in touch”.
Nicola McPherson
Development Manager Mayfair Centre

O

Thank You from Day Care
Day Care would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who made donations for their many Jubilee
celebrations and supported the events.
On Monday 30th July, Day Care is holding an
Open Morning on which workers from local services are
welcomed and are able to look around, chat and, if they
wish, join in some of the activities. Day Care would like to
remind anyone who feels that they would like to find out
more about how it operates, and if it could be helpful for
themselves or a relative or friend, that they are welcome to
visit. Please call Mayfair at 722077 or call at reception.
Some of our 15 year volunteers with Chair David
Oliver (behind) include, L to R, John Voller, Doreen
Meredith, Jane Blake, Meg Bacon, Jill Turner Jones,
Janet Guy, Doris Cooper, John Garret
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Mayfair Community Centre in Church Stretton
said a huge thank you to all its volunteers at their
AGM on 13th June. The evening ended with awards
to volunteers who have given either 10 or 15 years
of their time to the Centre. It was Mayfair’s 15th
Birthday that week and, amazingly enough, we still
have 22 of the original 60 volunteers, still giving
their time and friendship to the Centre, most on
a weekly basis. As a token of our appreciation we
awarded gold certificates and 15 year badges to this
tireless group who have helped build Mayfair from
scratch. At the same time a further 13 volunteers
received recognition of 10 years’ service, with a 10
year badge and a personalised ‘Thank You’ card.
The volunteers receiving awards are involved in all
aspects of Mayfair, be it helping in the cafe, crèche,
Day Care, driving for Ring and Ride, visiting people 10-year volunteers: David Oliver (Chair) and Nicola McPherson (Development
Manager)(behind) with, L to R, Julie Tustin (Centre Manager) and 10-year
in their own homes, fundraising, admin, walk
volunteers Elizabeth Davies, Meriel Blake, Jean Lewis, Doreen Goss
leading and much more.
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Church Stretton Magpies FC return to Holland

I

t was in 1976 when Mr and Mrs
Wells first took the Magpies to play
in Holland, establishing a link with
the Netherlands that continued into
the 1980s and included Dutch teams
visiting Church Stretton in a European
football exchange that was ahead of its
time.
Since then the club’s fortunes have
ebbed and flowed as it has continued
to organise football for young people
from South Shropshire and last
weekend saw the Dutch connection
re-established. With the support of
a grant from the Shropshire youth
foundation and a bag packing fund
raising event at the local Co-op , the
club was able to enter teams in the
Arnhem Whitsun Cup for under 11
boys, under 13 girls and under 15
boys.
Cheered on by managers, parents and with a special
visit by Geoff and Wendy Wells, the teams played in a two
day tournament against clubs from across Europe with
considerable success; the girls won their cup, the under 11
boys came second and the under 15 boys finished group
runners up.

An exciting and emotional weekend finished with a
visit to the Arnhem Bridge Memorial and the Ajax football
stadium, before the 60 strong party started the long
journey back home with the chance to reflect on a fantastic
achievement for the Club and a new generation of Dutch
friends.
Andrew Griffiths, Chairman of Magpies

SHI events for August Friday night at the Horne

O

Monkey. He achieved Musician of the Year 2010 from BBC
n Friday the 14th September 2012 at 7.30 pm,
John Kirkpatrick will be presenting ‘The Victorian Folk Awards.
Concertina & Sqeezebox magazine in the USA has said
Farmer’s Year in Song’ which takes us through a year
of John “has certainly had more influence upon English
in the countryside.
diatonic reed playing than anybody of his generation.”
Wow!
Tickets are £8 in advance from John Thomas Florist,
Burway Books, or CST Council office or £9 on the door.
For further information please telephone Mike Walker on
01694 720132
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John Kirkpatrick was
in the BBC ‘Victorian
Farm’ series

Acton Scott Gardening Club

Summer show
Saturday 1st September
In the popular BBC television series ‘Victorian Farm’
his year’s Summer Show,
first shown in 2008, John was the fellow who popped up
which is open to everyone,
now and again contributing appropriate traditional songs,
will again be held at Acton
tunes, dances, and snippets about old customs and folklore.
Scott Village Hall. The show
Much of the series was filmed locally at Acton Scott.
will open at 2.30 pm with the
‘Victorian Farmer’s Year in Song’, - songs about farmers, presentation of prizes at around
and songs sung by farmers; songs about the work on the
3.00 pm by Mr T S Acton of
farm, and songs to make that work easier; songs celebrating
Acton Scott Hall.
particular days in the country calendar, and songs celebrating
There will be the usual
the daily miracle of life, death, and renewal. The world
categories including food, flowers,
we are shown here is not a romantic pastoral idyll viewed
children’s section and the ever popular Men Only baking
through rose-tinted spectacles - this is a world full of sweat
challenge.
and muck, a world with dirt under the finger nails, a world
Admission 50p, children free with paying adult.
full of snorting, and grunting, and heaving.
Light refreshments will be available.
John Kirkpatrick has been at the very forefront of
For full details and a copy of the schedule, please contact the
innovative folk in Britain and played with, many others
club secretary, Mary Phillips, on 01694 781205 or e-mail
including the Albion Band, Steeleye Span, and Brass
maryphillips1@btinternet.com
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Walks in Montgomeryshire
Plynlimon Moorland (4-5 hours, Map Lr136 or Ex214)
rom Dylife a sharp climb leads to a stretch of bleak
moorland before coming back down the road to Dylife. This
is a fairly strenuous walk, especially if it is wet underfoot.
My walk started on the roadside at Dylife. Almost opposite
the road into the village, a track winds up the hill to the top of the
ridge, where it meets the way-marked Glyndwr’s Way.
Glyndwr’s Way, wholly within the old counties of Radnorshire
and Montgomeryshire, is a 135-mile tribute to Owain Glyndwr
over the countryside through which he so bloodily campaigned.
From the Offa’s Dyke Centre in Knighton in the south it sweeps
west over remote and beautiful hills via Abbey Cwmhir into
Montgomeryshire near Llanidloes. The trail goes north over
Plynlimon to Machynlleth before turning east through more
gentle valleys to end at Welshpool.)
Turning right, I (and Mollie) followed an ancient track over
undulating moorland which can be boggy in places. There are old
mine shafts around here, and evidence of a small Roman fort (not,
I suspect, a welcome posting). After a while, the track follows an
old dyke (presumably a boundary marker) to the edge of a deep
ravine above the young Clywedog. Just beyond this, over a small
bridge, a sheep shed was a good spot for a mid-walk break.

F

leads from the lake. Where Glyndwr’s Way bears to
the left, I continued ahead to reach a minor road on
the watershed of the Dyfi and Severn systems. Turning
right, in a mile I noted the board at the side of the
road. The path shown on the map leading down to the
right towards Dylife is not found on the ground, so we
stayed on the road for another mile, with the welcome
sight of my car telling me that we were almost at the
end of our moorland walk.
The mining village of Dylife
Where there are now deserted spoil heaps and ruins
was once the flourishing township of Dylife, on the
turnpike road from Llanidloes to Machynlleth. Lead
has been mined here since Roman times, and there was
a substantial revival at the start of the 18th century.
Then the lead was taken by horse-drawn wagons to
Machynlleth and the port at Derwenlas. As late as the
1850’s the mines changed hands for £24,000, and were
prosperous enough to enable the owners to improve
living and working conditions. It is difficult to imagine
a bustling noisy mining community of over 1000
inhabitants, with three or four inns, a church, several
chapels and a school. The most productive year was
1863, when 2,571 tons of ore were raised, but just 20
years later, in 1884, the Dylife enterprise finally ceased
operations. The Star Inn evokes fleeting memories of
those days. The decline of the old lead mines drove
many of the miners to find work in the newly opened
coal mines of South Wales.
David Jandrell

Reg’s Ramblings
Do we have Control over our Personal Destiny?
ooking back over my long life I have noticed a
regular pattern whereby events and acquaintances
seem to have combined to steer me towards a
destiny - or should that be ‘a series of destinies’?
For instance, as a corporal during the Second
Further on, I noticed a slate memorial, set into the turf, in
memory of Maurice Jones Griffiths. The path now bears left, past World War I was gloatingly informed by a WO1 “We
have got you now, we have been waiting a long time for
more old mine workings, then soon turns left over empty boggy
moorland for a few hundred yards. If you don’t want to get your this”, before explaining that a sergeant had discovered
an opportunity to put me on a charge for a minor
feet wet, stay on the gravel track, which rejoins the Way a little
technical error.
later on.
This attitude opened my eyes to a series of
The way-marked path soon reaches the edge of Glaslyn Lake.
vindictive acts on his part and I chased him round his
office uttering threats of physical violence before telling
him to “GET OUT”, which he did with considerable
alacrity. I then went to ask the Major in charge for a
transfer which led me to meet my lifetime best friend,
later to become my beloved wife.
Surely that represents a sequence of events which
pose the question which I have used as my heading.
Reg Heiron

L
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The reservoir, which once supplied water to the mines, is now a
nature reserve, and is a restful spot to rest awhile. A rough road

Back in
Shropshire...
The Long Mynd
in winter
- a gentle
reminder that
this is summer!
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Anglican Voice

In An English Country Garden
How many kinds of sweet flowers grow in an
English country garden?
I’ll tell you now of some that I know and those I miss
you’ll surely pardon.
ast month the local Quaker
meeting went to visit the gardens
at Westhope College. “This
house likes people”, said Anne Dyer,
the Quaker inspiration of the place. We
met there, walked round, had lunch,
held a meeting for worship and came home; it was very
simple, but very valuable. While I know it was valuable
and feel it to have been so, expressing in words why it
was valuable is more difficult.
Quakers are encouraged to know one another in the
things that are eternal. Can I claim that this was what
the day was about? I learnt that some of us welcome
sweet columbine springing up in the garden and others
of us regard it as a weed and pull it up. Does that count
as ‘the things that are eternal’? I don’t think so.
We learnt about making green hay; cutting and
baling a wild flower meadow when the seeds have set
and then unrolling the bales on prepared ground where
a new meadow is wanted. Learning about such things
is a tiny aspect of a commitment to keep informed
on issues related to environmental sustainability, but
it wasn’t ever billed as ‘a day learning about how to
propagate wild flowers’.
We asked the gardener the name of the tall plants
in the walled garden, they were Jerusalem artichokes.
This is very much in the spirit of the song I quoted
at the beginning which continues, as you know, with
a list of flower names. But in this case the name gave
us more information; we could link the plant to the
vegetable, to the taste. Perhaps making connections was
more what the day was about.
Until I wanted to quote the song in this piece, I
hadn’t realised that the second verse was about ‘How
many insects come here and go, in an English country
garden?’ and the third about ‘How many songbirds fly
to and fro…’ . The flowers providing habitat for the
insects which fed the birds, perhaps these are more
the kind of connections that being in the Friendly
surroundings of Westhope provided for the small group
of us. Talking about the garden led to talking about
personal challenges in life, which led to a deepening
of our trust in the leadings of God channelled to us
through the loving listening of Friends. That sounds
more like knowing one another in the things which are
eternal.
Lesley Richards
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No Jobs, No Hope No Cash!
en years ago, so goes the joke, we
had Steve Jobs, Bob Hope and
Johnny Cash; now we have no jobs, no hope
and no cash!! It raises issues as to what constitutes
riches, what provides happiness and fulfilment.
Jonathan Sachs, in a very thoughtful article,
wondered if this was not the moment to reassess
our aims and goals and find different ways of being
rich. For the next few years, European economies are
unlikely to grow, Government spending will continue
to be tight, and standards of living for most of us will
either fall or not rise by very much. So, he says, “This is
when we need to switch to another dimension”. When
material conditions are tough, the best investment we
make is spiritual. Study ancient texts and we can be
transported to “a palace of the mind”. Join others in a
community based on sacrifice and we will find friends
we can rely on.
Most people agree that the Sermon on the Mount is
the finest moral teaching ever given. There Jesus talked
about how riches can cause anxiety. There is nothing
wrong in having plenty – most of us do, on a world
scale - but pursuing riches can only lead to worry and
anxiety: Am I wearing the right things? Have I stored
enough away for a rainy day? How do I compare with
my neighbour?
The radical alternative Jesus taught was to seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and trust God
to supply all I need! To put first the things that make
life worth living and satisfy and supply the spiritual
dimension to our lives, which so many try to fill with
idols that do us no good at all. For example, if we
pursue material comfort and possessions as our first
aim, that will make us work all hours, give us anxiety
when the stock market falls and damage relationships
when someone usurps our goals. All this can lead to
bad health, arrogance towards others and make us
prey to anxiety. The treasure that God gives cannot be
taken away; relationships do not require us to be on a
treadmill; receiving the living water of His Spirit will
satisfy, promised Jesus!!
‘Credit’ comes from the Latin ‘credo’ which
means ‘I believe’. ‘Confidence’ comes from the Latin
meaning ‘shared faith’. Aren’t trust and confidence
what everyone is saying that we need right now?! Surely
both are necessary for healthy relationships and even a
healthy economy. Surely this is why Jesus spoke such
good sense when he said, “Seek first God’s kingdom
and his righteousness and all these material things will
be added to you”?!
Richard Hill

T

Cancer Research UK
nother successful plant sale was held on June 30th in Doug
Small’s pretty garden. The high quality of the plants grown
by Doug throughout the year resulted in a commendable
£400 being raised for Cancer Research UK. Thank you to all who
attended.
Susan Toghill, Chair, Church Stretton Local Committee,
Cancer Research UK.

A
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How men went to the Moon – Part 2

T

was also ready, and the Atlas rocket
was ‘man-rated’, ready to transport it
into space. The public were told that
the choice for the first American in
space lay between Shepard, Grissom
and Glenn, but in reality Alan Shepard
had been chosen well before. However,
the Soviets were also ready for manned
spaceflight.
The Soviets were at the same time
as the Americans conducting their own
secret programme, well aware of the
American schedule and determined to
trump it. This they did on 12th April
1961 when they launched 26 year-old
Air Force pilot Yuri Gagarin in
Vostok 1 (translation ‘East’). He
instantly became a national and world
hero (he had lunch with the Queen),
and was considered too ‘precious’ a
Soviet asset ever to be allowed to fly
again (he was to die in a crash in 1968
without ever having gone into space
again). Not only did Gagarin get into
space, he was actually put into orbit;
circling the Earth once in about 90
minutes. This was something the
Americans were not planning for their
early Mercury flights. After his one
‘astronauts’ (star voyagers) for the
orbit, Gagarin came down on land
Mercury programme at a massive press
in the Soviet Union, parachuting out
conference in Washington on 9th April of his capsule before it landed (the
1959. It had been decided that the
Soviets kept this aspect of the flight
most suitable candidates for spaceflight secret for years under the curious
would be test pilots, and as most of
impression that not landing inside the
these were in the military, the first seven spacecraft might somehow disqualify
(or ‘original seven’ as they came to be
the flight as the first manned
called), were all servicemen. And to
spaceflight).
avoid the notorious US inter-service
The Americans, robbed of the
rivalry, they were a balanced group,
‘first man in space’, as they would
three from the Air Force (Donald
subsequently be of many more ‘firsts’,
Slayton, Gordon Cooper and Virgil
rushed to get their own man aloft.
Grissom), three from the Navy (Alan
They were not ready for orbital flight
Shepard, Scott Carpenter and Walter
yet and sent Alan Shepherd’s Mercury
Schirra) and one from the Marine
capsule up aboard a relatively poorly
Corps (John Glenn). They were also of powered Redstone rocket on 5th May
course, all white males, between 31 and 1961. Redstone was only capable
37 years old, of average height, happily of a sub-orbital ballistic trajectory,
married, and committed church
so Shepard’s flight took him only
goers; the ideal Americans. These
up to a height of 116 miles and a
seven quickly became national heroes,
‘downrange’ distance of 302 miles,
meeting the president and having their before his capsule came down in the
life stories written in Life magazine for Atlantic Ocean. His flight lasted only
huge sums of money: this despite the
15 minutes and he was ‘weightless’ for
fact that none of them had yet spent
only four minutes. Every subsequent
a minute in space, or would do so for
US flight until the time of the ‘Space
quite some time.
Shuttle’ would end in a sea landing.
All the astronauts had to undergo
The Soviets of course opted for land
a training regime which by modern
touchdowns where they could ensure
standards would be considered torture, there were no prying eyes.
to prepare them for the rigours of
To be continued.
spaceflight, but by early 1961 they were
Norman Wallace
considered ready. The Mercury capsule

‘All the
astronauts had
to undergo
a training
regime which
by modern
standards
would be
considered
torture . .’
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name of the head of the Russian
programme, Sergei Korolev was not
made public until after his death in
1966. The result was that the Soviets
were continually able to surprise the
Americans with prestigious ‘space firsts’,
giving the impression that they were far
ahead in the space race.
NASA named the first seven

August 2012

he Americans finally succeeded
in launching Explorer I on
31st January 1958 and the space
age had truly begun, and many more
satellites were launched in the years to
come.
Two things should be noted about
all this activity. Firstly, the USSR at this
stage had far greater ‘lifting capacity’ in
its rockets than the USA. The Sputnik 2
satellite for instance weighed half a ton,
whereas Explorer was about the size of
a grapefruit and weighed a few pounds.
It would take the Americans some
time to produce rockets of comparable
power to those of the Soviets. The
main spur to such development was
not of course spaceflight, but frantic
American attempts to match the Soviets
in Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles
(ICBMs). The result would be that the
first manned rockets would in effect be
‘converted’ ICBMs, which, with their
grinding acceleration, were not ideally
suited to human passengers. Secondly,
the Americans were interested from the
start in the ‘scientific’ aspects of their
launches. Explorer for instance, despite
its small size, had a detector on board
which found the ‘Van Allen Radiation
Belts’ which encircle the Earth, a most
important discovery. The Soviets (or at
least their government), were far more
interested in achieving ‘firsts’ in space,
and this would always be a feature of
their programme in the years to come.
Soviet space scientists had hoped to
incorporate scientific instruments in
Sputnik I, but this idea was dropped
in favour of a simple ‘bleeping’ device,
so that the satellite could be launched
ahead of the Americans. But, let’s get
on with the development of manned
spaceflight.
The crucial moment as far as
American ‘manned’ spaceflight was
concerned was the establishment
on 29th July 1958, of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA), as an arm of the United States
government, responsible for the nation’s
civilian space programme. Its first
manned space project became known
as Project Mercury, and had the goal of
seeing whether a human being could
survive spaceflight (preferably of course,
an American human being, and ahead
of any Soviet one). From the start, the
American programme was conducted
in the open (and under the eagle eyes
of Congress’s budgetary committees),
whereas the Soviet programme was
conducted in complete secrecy. The
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Stretton’s Colourf

T

Stretton’s Titanic Connections

he question has been raised in an earlier issue of
Focus as to whether Leopold Olorenshaw Turner,
the Church Stretton-born steward who died in the
Titanic disaster, might have descendants still living in the
area. Readers may therefore be interested in the findings of
my own research into Leopold’s family and descendants.
There is no record of Leopold’s ever having married, so
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Oakville (left), home of Laurence and Maud Atack
the search for descendants went through his brothers and
sisters. Unfortunately, all but one of them appears to have
moved out of the area on reaching adulthood, severing local
connections, but it will suffice to trace the stories of some of
them, to show how Leopold’s descendants spread across the
world. The trail leads from Australia to California and for
one of his siblings, a fate every bit as tragic as Leopold’s.
Leopold was one of 10 children born to Charles and
Amelia Corlette Turner, who married in Bombay in 1867,
while Charles was serving with the 13th Hussars
Regiment. Charles was born in Newport, Shropshire, in
1835, and on his discharge in 1877 he and the family
lived in Prees, before moving to the Strettons in 1881.
They originally lived at Elms Villa in Little Stretton,
before settling in Church Stretton at 31 Church Street.
The Church Street property is now a holiday cottage,
enabling visitors to Church Stretton to stay in a
property which was once the home of a Titanic victim.
The eldest of the Turner children, Charles Foxton
Turner, was born in 1871 and in 1920 married
Sarah Ann Butler Arrowsmith. They had one child,
Kate Emily, born in 1922. Kate is now 90 years old
and resident in Australia. Her granddaughter Kerry
(Leopold’s great-grand niece) lives in California.
Interestingly, when Charles Foxton died in 1945 his
sister Kate Emily Turner gave permission for him to be
buried in her own burial plot in Winsford in Cheshire.
One descendant I have contacted is Kate Emily’s
grandson. This grand-nephew of Leopold lives in
Cheshire and he remembers as a child in the 50s and
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60s, being taken to visit his grand-aunt Maud in Church
Stretton “in a house very near the station.” Through this,
I have managed to trace the longest-forged link between
Leopold and Church Stretton.
Leopold’s sister Maud Elizabeth Corlette Turner was
born in 1880. She continued to live at the family home in
Church Street until 1909, when she married local builder
Laurence Hugh Atack. Laurence and Maud
originally lived at 84 Watling Street South
before moving in 1939/40 to “Oakville”
in Crossways, a house which still stands
on the main A49 road. Laurence died in
1959, and in 1968 their daughter Beryl
Corlette (b. 1921) married Trevor Thomas
James Bowkett at Ludlow Register Office.
Trevor hailed from Gloucester, where he
and Beryl set up home. It seems that Maud
followed them, as her death is recorded in
Gloucestershire in 1972. Maud’s move to
Gloucester some 40 years ago appears to
have severed Leopold’s last living link with
Church Stretton.
Tragedy struck twice at the children
of Charles and Amelia. Leopold perished
when the Titanic foundered on the very
night of his 28th birthday and his younger
brother Vernon Lane Turner met his death
in the First World War in equally poignant
circumstances. Vernon was born in 1886
and married Agnes Marl in Birkenhead in early 1914. He
joined the Royal Welsh Fusiliers and was killed during the
fighting in Italy on 20th October 1918 – a mere fortnight
before the Austro-Hungarian army collapsed and fighting
ceased on the Italian front. Vernon is buried in the town
cemetery at Cremona.
Thus, although it seems Leopold no longer has any ties
in the Strettons, his family line stretches from living relatives
in Australia and America to memorials in Italy.
Chris Whitehouse

31 Church Lane. Home of Charles and Amelia Turner

13/07/2012 11:52

23

olourful History
Stretton Mail Coach Accident, Part Two

I

The Day the Mail Coach overturned in Church Stretton, 4th Aug 1828
at Church Stretton. He hurried back in a post chaise ‘in
order to procure the best medical assistance and see that
every attention was paid to his servant’. Upon his arrival,
Mr Watson sought out Rev Pemberton, to ascertain the
competence of Dr Mott who had rendered care to Bernardo
with his broken thigh. Mr Pemberton said Bernardo could
not have been in better hands.
Under examination at the subsequent court case in
Shrewsbury the following year before a special jury, Dr Mott
said he had confined his patient to bed for 28 days and it
was October before he ceased to give him medical attention.
After nine weeks he had to attend him again. Dr Mott had
advised Bernardo to begin some gentle exercise: he probably
meant walking but Bernardo, ever the adventurer, went out
on a pony. We know from Mr Watson, that Bernardo was a
‘good horseman and frequently was in the habit of hunting
a mare of his both with hounds and harriers.’ Whilst riding
out, Bernardo’s pony ran away with him, and being weak
he was obliged to throw himself off. The reader will not be
surprised to hear that our hero fell and broke his thigh again!
On this occasion, the injury was more serious leaving
Bernardo in severe pain, a cripple and his career in doubt.
Mr Watson said ‘He is no longer fit for my service but has
continued to remain in my chambers. He is not able to carry
my wig and gown to Westminster’. Mr Watson was keen
that Bernardo should have some redress but the initial claim
had now to be modified. Counsel Mr Campbell cited a case
in Hereford where overloading resulted in compensation of
£400 after a broken leg. The Jury found for the plaintiff and
awarded damages of £175 against Broome.
Footnotes
1. Bernardo was riding the pony on his way to attend the
Stretton races. An unsuccessful attempt was made in 1909 to
revive these Galloway pony races.
2. In a twist of fate in 1901, Broome’s grandson (also
Thomas) would break his neck when he was thrown out
of his pony carriage at Felhampton. This Broome always
claimed he had driven Queen Victoria in her coach. The
young Princess Victoria did stop at The Talbot inn in 1832,
four years after the Benardo incident but Broome would be
only six years old. Perhaps he had helped attend the horses?
There is one fact about which he was correct: he had also
maintained he would die on the day Queen Victoria died
and strange to relate, this is what happened.
Alan Brisbourne

P

odiatrist John Shelton has been having success lately
by treating his verucca patients with banana skin.
John, who runs the chiropody/podiatry surgery at
Chapel House in Ludlow and Mayfair Centre in Church
Stretton explains, “I was treating two young girls for this
problem and realized that they may be a little nervous of my
usual treatment called cryotherapy. I remembered reading
a paper by an American podiatrist some years ago. He had
been using the inside of banana skin to treat verucca with
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great success. “ John combines the banana
treatment with total occlusion, in other words,
the lesion is kept from air, light and moisture
and does call for some patient compliance as the
dressings have to stay on for 2 weeks and remain dry for that
period. He says, “the price is worth paying and so far, I have
had 100% success. I think it’s the potassium” But it certainly
works….. in the past, some patients have experienced an
unpleasant reaction to the traditional chemicals used.

StRETTON FOCUS

Local Foot Doctor Goes Bananas
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n a civil court case reported in The Times newspaper in
1829, we learn about an incident in Church Stretton the
previous year in which the mail coach from Shrewsbury
en route to Hereford overturned only yards after having
changed horses at Stretton’s Talbot inn. Mr Broome, the
innkeeper held the contract for horsing the mail from
Stretton to Ludlow. A young Spanish manservant by
the name of Bernardo Moro was seriously injured in the
incident, caused it was maintained, by the inclusion of a
vicious horse in the team.
Mr Gerard Watson, Bernardo’s employer was a barrister
travelling on the Oxford Circuit which had required him
at the bar in Shrewsbury. He was attended by his clerks
and servants. Mr Watson had travelled onwards through
Stretton to Hereford for the next assizes: his staff following
aboard slower, more public conveyances. These transports
were in heavy demand by others on the Circuit and would
explain the overcrowding and overloading experienced.
Christopher Couch, the Judge’s porter on this Circuit
recalled in the witness
box that when the Mail
left (Shrewsbury), there
were four passengers
inside and four out,
besides the coachman
and guard. The luggage
was piled two feet high
in addition to a large
portmanteau tied to the
offside lamp iron. As the
horses were changed at
Stretton’s Talbot inn, he
heard a man say ‘We’ve
got a rum ‘un’...’ so he
(Couch) loosened his
clothing in case he had
Craven Arms coaching milepost
to jump off.
This was the heyday
of coaching and innkeepers like Broome became wealthy
providing for the needs of travellers. However, the climate at
this time was very much against proprietors who took risks
with public safety. Indeed, there was a living to be made in
reporting transgressions whereby the informant received a
proportion of the fines.
Mr Watson who had travelled ahead, had stopped to
dine at Ludlow. Here he received news of the incident
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Church Stretton Town Co
At a recent meeting of the Market Towns’ Revitalisation
(MTR) working group, approval was given for a detailed
The Consultation Open Day event, held in June, attracted application to be submitted to the Shropshire Council
a large response from the residents – both on the day,
Board, for approval of funds.
when nearly 400 residents attended the event, and the
The Gateway signs will be located on both sides of the
substantial amount of correspondence which followed.
entrance to Church Stretton from the A49 traffic lights,
At the Town Council meeting on 26th June, the
and on the B road to Church Stretton from All Stretton
Chairman presented an overview on this subject, and
and Little Stretton. In addition to these signs will be three
an options paper was given out to councillors at the end
or four Town Information boards, situated at various
of the meeting which had been prepared by the Town
points in the town, indicating various shops, cafes, Visitor
Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Shropshire Information Centre, CSTC offices, Police Station, pubs,
Council. The Town Council agreed that this issue should etc. This will naturally assist all visitors to more easily
be discussed as a single agenda item at an Extraordinary
locate their preferences and in turn help trade.
meeting when the subject matter could then be revisited.
The date for the Extraordinary meeting was set for 31st
Highways Agency (HA)
July, with the regular Town Council meeting being
Further to our article in the July issue, the Mayor and the
rescheduled to 24th July.
Town Clerk have met with Amey, the contractor to the
HA and, subject to submitting the suitable information
Gateway Signs and Town Location Information Boards required re Health and Safety, etc, there looks to be a
An informal meeting with members of the Chamber
solution to the cutting of the grass verges on the east side
of Trade (CoT), other town traders, Tourism Group,
of the A49 traffic light junction. The grass has now been
Community Group and several other invitees was hosted
cut once by Amey, but also by our ‘community-spirited
by the Town Council at the Silvester Horne Institute (SHI) activist’.
on 16th July. The aim of this meeting was to discuss the
So, all being well, this area can, in future, be
proposed Gateway Signs and Town Information boards,
maintained, by our Town Council staff, although with
together with other issues of interest to our local businesses. no commensurate payment. This will, therefore, be an
SAMDev Consultation/Land Development

24/7 ROOFING & GUTTERING SERVICES
THE SPECIALIST ROOFING COMPANY
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EST. FOR OVER 30 YEARS

✓ FELT ROOFS
✓ SLATING
✓ TILING
✓ ROOF CLEANING
✓ SHEET ROOFING
ALSO SPECIALISING IN:

✓ GUTTER CLEANING
✓ GUTTER REPAIR OR RENEWAL
✓ RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
✓ DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs
✓ FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

Tel: 01584 878728 or 07977 560763
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wn Council Community Matters
additional expense to CSTC, but it was felt necessary
to maintain a pleasing aspect to the entrance to Church
Stretton from the A49. You may be aware that the Town
Council has, for some time, maintained the grass on the
west side (ie entrance to the Town Park).
Silvester Horne Institute (SHI)
The initial grant awarded to SHI for the heating/hot
water system and the new extension and modifications
to the kitchen, etc, from the MTR money has now
proved to be financially beneficial. Our aim to make this
community centre more sustainable has been successful,
already yielding more bookings and lower heating costs.
We have therefore now submitted a further application to
the Shropshire Council Board for Phase II of the SHI redevelopment. Phase II covers improvements to disability
access, rear and side; new sound and lighting equipment
and screen projection equipment, etc, (to cater for the
aspirations and needs of the now-regular shows and
performances); to re-furbish the gents toilets; re-decorate
all toilet areas; decorate exterior of building and clean up
the front entrance fascia to the building and install a new
community notice board.
Appointment of new Councillor on CSTC
At the Town Council meeting on 26th June, three
applications for the vacancy for North Ward were
considered for co-option to fill the position. The
successful applicant is Sandra Winterbottom, a resident
in North Ward. The Town Council welcomes Sandra on
board and we therefore once again have a full complement
of councillors, which will assist in easing the workload for
our Town Councillors who afford their time and efforts
for the well-being of the parish/town.
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Parking in General
Since the introduction of controlled parking in the market
square, this has been greatly appreciated by traders.
Discussions are now underway with Shropshire Council to
adapt the existing parking machines to print ‘double issue’
tickets for the Lion Meadows car parks. Confirmation is
also required, to see if the Co-op can refund the charge
if using the store. There is still a long way to go, but
we can be ever-hopeful that the ‘quick’ shopper can get
compensated for a short stay.
2013 Community events
If community organisations, or individuals are organising
any events in 2013 which they would like to advertise, not
only to local residents but to visitors, they are encouraged
to enter the dates and basic details on to the town website
www.churchstretton.co.uk no later than October 31st this
year. This will ensure that the events will be included in
the comprehensive Shropshire Hills Calendar of Events
2013 brochure, published each year by the AONB
Partnership.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60
High Street. There is a link on the Town Website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) to the Shropshire Council
planning portal which can also be accessed direct at www.
shropshire.gov.uk .
NOTE:
As from 1st June Shropshire Council stopped issuing
paper copies of plans so they will no longer be available in
the Town Council office to view, but can be accessed on
line at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Chairman
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Coach Drop-off Point
As you will have noticed, the coach drop-off point has
been located in Beaumont Road and is convenient for

Additional Cycle Racks
Progress is now underway to install additional cycle racks
adjacent to the Co-operative food store and one other
location yet to be finalised, for the convenience of those
residents using this form of transport. The delay has been
partly due to a change in contractors to the Shropshire
Council and small works mobilisation.

August 2012

TPO Planning Application
The Southern Area Planning Committee (SAPC) visited
the site at Westholme Park, Hazler Road, in June,
concerning letters of protest from neighbouring residents
concerning the issue to fell a substantial Oak tree (TPO)
and confusion on site ground levels. The initial visit was
undertaken by Cllr Tom Beaumont and Hilary Hymas
(Tree Warden) and was referred back to our Unitary
Councillor David Evans, to recommend the application
be placed before SAPC for consideration. The application
was rejected by SAPC following the site visit in favour of
keeping the tree, and for the developer to arrange the site
accordingly. This issue demonstrates that committees and
CSTC try, wherever possible, to listen to the views of our
residents.

the toilets in Lutwyche Road, only a short distance away.
The coach drivers can then ‘park up’ by the station, via
Crossways, and collect the passengers back at Beaumont
Road when a convenient time has been agreed. One of
the Town Information boards (as reported above) may be
sited nearby.
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Making an appointment can be a pain!

T

he Church Stretton Medical
Practice is always striving to find
new ways of improving services
to patients. The appointment system is
one area which can occasionally cause
temperatures to rise but making an
appointment can be stress free if the EMIS Access system is
used.
What is EMIS Access?
EMIS is a major provider of healthcare software. It is
the oldest GP software system and is used by the majority of
medical practices throughout the UK. To gain accreditation
as a patient record provider, it has to meet stringent
criteria, especially relating to confidentiality, integrity
and accessibility. Patient data is held securely by EMIS
and transmitted across the NHS N3 secure network. The
network is designed to be confidential and only accessible
to authorized users. The N3 network is also protected by
firewalls.
What are the benefits of the EMIS Access system?
EMIS Access allows you to book or cancel your own
appointments and order your repeat medication at any time
of day or night, every day of the week wherever you have
internet access.
How can I access the EMIS system?

Initially you will need to pick up the EMIS Access leaflet
from the Surgery and fill in the Application Form attached
to it.
Put the completed form in the box labelled “EMIS
Access Forms” in reception. Your application will then be
processed (allow a week).
Call in to the Surgery to fill in a Registration Form. Make
sure you have some form of identification with you (passport/
driving licence). Once registered you can go on line.
How do I know the system is secure?
You will be given an EMIS Access ID and a pin number.
You will also be asked to choose a password when you
register on line. You will need to keep all this information
secure.
A large number of people are now choosing to use the
EMIS Access system. One patient said ” It is so easy to use.
Apart from booking and cancelling appointments you can
request your prescriptions to be sent to a pharmacy of your
choice and then you can pick up your medication 48 hours
later. It saves time calling a busy phone line at the Surgery as
well as freeing up staff to answer more important calls.”
Why not call into the Medical Practice, pick up a leaflet
and get on line?
Hilary Claytonsmith,
Strettondale Patient Participation Group

News from Scrappies

W

Follow us on Facebook and twitter
Open on:
		
		

Wednesday, 11.00am–7.00pm
Thursday, 10.00am–4.00pm
Saturday, 10.00am–2.00pm

Trivia Answers
1. Catherine Howard
2. Judy Garland
3. Steven Bercow
4. Twiggy
5. Thomas Edison
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as well as kits for making things at home. This is a very
exciting development and we are very grateful to 3Space for
offering us this opportunity.
Finally, with apologies to everyone who has saved them
for us, we regret that we can no longer accept milk bottle
tops as we have no one to pass them on to. There have been
a couple of articles on this issue in Focus but at present the
opportunities for selling the bottle tops on to raise money
for charity are very limited. We are pursuing the issue and if
a new opportunity presents itself we will let you know.
Scrappies, Lutwyche Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6AT
01694 722511 info@scrappies.org
www.scrappies.org

August 2012

e are thrilled (and not a little
relieved!) to announce that
on 20th June 2012 Scrappies
reopened its doors after a prolonged
closure for roof repairs and other
refurbishment works. Business has
been brisk since reopening and if you
haven’t already visited us in our bright,
warm, new set-up, then please do so soon. We have had
very favourable comments from our members, and staff and
volunteers certainly appreciate being able to work in natural
light and stay dry!
As previously mentioned, thanks to a grant from the
Local Joint Committee, Scrappies will be running a series
of children’s workshops on Thursdays during August. These
will be ‘Make & Take’ sessions and the programme is as
follows:
2nd August – Bug Boxes
9th August – Windsocks & Windmills
16th August – no workshop this week
23rd August – Butterflies & Dragonflies
30th August – Fantasy Fish
The sessions will run from 10.30am – 12.30pm for
5 – 10 year olds and from 1.30pm – 3.30pm for children
11 and over. Each session costs £3.50 and advance booking
and pre-payment is essential so we know how many we are
catering for. Please contact us by one of the methods below
for an application form.
We are also pleased to report that Scrappies has been
offered the use of an empty retail unit in the Darwin Centre
at Shrewsbury which we will be using over the next few
months to promote Scrappies and run drop-in workshops for
children. We will also be able to supply a limited selection
of the items that are available in our Church Stretton store
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P.A.C.T public surgeries

Church Stretton Local Police Team:

Mayfair Café
Wednesday 15th August
14:00hrs

P.S 1396 Adrian WOOLLEY
P.C 1357 Damon PRESTON
C.S.O 6460 Ross O’NEIL
Volunteer Jayne CHARD

Co- Op, Lion Meadow
Sunday 2nd September
14:00hrs – 15:00hrs

You can contact us in the following ways:
Emergency:		
		
Non emergency only:

999
101

Local Police Team message service:
01743 264777 or email - churchstretton.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
(Not to be used for reporting crime or emergencies)
Web site: www.westmercia.police.uk
Crime stoppers:		

Facebook: Church Stretton Neighbourhood Watch

0800 555 111

CRIME REPORTED FOR CHURCH STRETTON POLICE AREA
1 JUNE 2012 - 30 JUNE 2012

NEWS

Current scam in Church Stretton area - A company are phoning residents in the area asking them to buy
UKash vouchers using PayPoint (via Post Office or Co-op) which are usually brought to pay for mobiles, gas,
electric and rent bills without having to use cards or cheques. The company ask for the unique 19 digit code and
state they will double the money in a few weeks. Please treat these vouchers like cash and never give any details of
the code to anyone via phone or email. Ignore cold calls or emails asking you to pay upfront fees as UKash will
never contact you asking for the 19 digit code. Only use UKash on genuine websites (visit www.ukash.com for
more details) not gumtree, ebay or other similar sites. Don’t become a victim of this scam.
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1 Crime
1 Crime
1 Crime
1 Crime
1 Crime
1 Crime
1 Crime

August 2012

Burglary dwelling
Attempt burglary not dwelling
Theft from motor vehicle
Interference with motor vehicle
Theft
Criminal damage
Attempt criminal damage
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Flock Guided from Age to Age

E

Photographs by Nigel Strachan

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

July’s photograph was
taken outside the
Acorn Café

Lib-Dem
Table-top Sale

Our Annual Table-Top Sale is to be held in The
Square, Church Stretton on Saturday 11th August.
Small household items, books, clothes and more.
Contributions for sale will be gratefully received too please contact me: Pat Stokes-Smith (Chairman, Church
Stretton and Craven Arms Liberal Democrats) on
01694 723189 or email patstokessmith@hotmail.com
Pat Stokes-Smith
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August 2012 mag.indd 20

David Morris is in the second row on the right
got covered with dust - quite a contrast to the pure air of the
Stretton Valley.
I had a lot to learn, not least about the consistent way
our wonderful God rescues us, forgives us, and shapes our
lives, and how he can use us in the work of his Kingdom, in
the Strettons or wherever.
David Morris.

August 2012

xcitement over our Queen’s Jubilee prompts personal
memories of the same years, including, for me, the
church in the Strettons.
The earliest Rector I remember was Herbert Whately
(‘37-’47), father of Rosaleen of All Stretton and grandfather
of Kevin (“Sergeant Lewis”) - friendly and dignified, and
remote from small boys such as I was then. Like all Rectors
from the 20s to the 60s, he had two full-time curates plus, as
now, assorted retired clergy to call on. The son of one curate at
school with me, was so terrified of our teacher, Miss Benson,
that he hid under the table. She was quite awe-inspiring, and I
think we all relaxed when we moved up to Miss Whately’s class.
We went to church as a family, normally to Matins. This,
not really child-friendly, was rendered tolerable by a concession
for the young called ‘Coming out before the sermon’. During
the war we lived up Clive Avenue, and used to walk to Little
Stretton Church, along the as-yet-unopened ‘By-pass’, noting
the guns and ammunition stored there (it did not seem at all
odd!). My sister and I were embarrassed by my father’s singing loud and vigorous, and he simply omitted high notes above his
compass.
We moved down into the town in 1944, and from
then usually came to St Michael’s in All Stretton, where my
father soon became churchwarden and later Lay Reader.
All Stretton’s Church, built in 1902, was pretty dismal in
the 1940s, with unpainted rendering on the walls, and a
large dull-green curtain in the open arches between the
church and the vestry. For St Michael’s 1952 Golden Jubilee,
handsome panelling had arrived, and the walls had been
colour-washed, brightening it up considerably.
A new American organ was purchased which, alas!, no
one ever heard to make a pleasant sound, and it has recently
been replaced by an excellent electronic one. For many years
Miss Helen Phillips was in charge of the music, and she
found it useful to use the pedal section of the organ, not for
musical purposes, so much as to provide a percussive thump,
by which she hoped to keep her leading soprano, Mrs Tom
Davies, roughly in time.
As now, the choir was recruited from the village, but
with far more young people then. I joined when I was about
16, and remember Trevor Morris there too. There were two
beauty queens among the choristers, though I was far too shy
to speak to them - though not too shy to read a lesson in the
special service for the Festival of Britain in 1951.
Having smartened our church building on its 50-year
mark, it was decided to look outwards, and so in 1962 we
started our connection with the Church in Lesotho, initially
with another St Michael’s, though it has not proved possible
to keep up that particular link. Gifts have been exchanged,
and visits made. Proceeds of our 2012 Harvest Festival will go
to Lesotho, as part of the realistic contribution we aim to send
each year - this being the 60th.
By ‘62, my own life had moved on. In June 1960 my
parents gave me a birthday lunch at The Hotel in Church
Stretton, and the following Sunday I was ordained deacon
in St Paul’s Cathedral in London. (Those were the days of
fasting before Communion, so breakfast was at 1.15 pm on
the Cathedral steps!)
Our parish was in the back streets of London SW1, and
the six bachelor curates lived in a run-down former Vicarage
near the river. We started on a rate of pay less than £8 per
week, and each had just a single study/sitting-room/bedroom
with use of a bathroom. It was downwind from the Battersea
Power Station, so that a sheet of white paper on a desk soon
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Don’t put a load of formatting in your article (eg
tables). These will only be removed by the editorial
team in order to fit into the Focus house-style.
• Send photographs as JPEGs and please ensure that
these are reasonable quality if possible (ie at least
1.5MB. If in doubt, ask!).
• Do not embed photos as part of the text. Always
send these as separate items or attachments
• If your item has been ‘designed’ as a poster, it would
be preferable to send us the basic text separately. It
Guidelines for Contributors sending articles by e-mail
is not always easy to extract the text from JPEGs
• Keep to the copy deadline as things that come late
or PDFs and having separate text might make the
will of necessity have less attention from us and may
difference to your item being included in Focus or
be disregarded altogether as that is the purpose of
not.
a ‘deadline’! Please don’t rely on the fact that we’ve
General comments and advice
managed to ‘squeeze items in’ in the past.
As a rule any items received electronically will be
• Only send us a final version – it is very difficult
acknowledged by the designated Editor in Chief for that
when we get multiple requests for us to amend
particular month. Unless e-mails are sent to ‘editor@
things that you have previously sent in, and we are
strettonfocus.org.uk’ there is no guarantee that a response
quite likely to get it wrong.
will be received, especially if the correspondence is sent to
• Letters and religious ‘Voices’ should be no longer
one of the Editors private e-mail addresses because they are
than 400 – 450 words and the Editors reserve the
right not to publish a letter if they feel its content is a personal friend. If items are sent to the Editors in general,
there is a better chance that they will ‘get through’!
unsuitable in any way.
However, acknowledgement does not necessarily
• Articles should be no more than 600 words long.
This is especially important if photographs are to be mean that the item/s will be published in that month’s
magazine. While every effort is made to ensure that timeincluded.
• Give the email that you send to the editorial team a sensitive material is included in the relevant month’s issue,
relevant title (ie one that corresponds to the subject other material may have to be put on hold or in some
circumstances, not included at all due to the availability of
of your article). This will enable us to identify it
from other Focus emails, if we need to go back to it. space.
There has never been an Editorial policy to contact
On your computer ‘Focus Article’ may be a helpful
title. However, if we have an inbox full of emails all submitters to inform them whether their item etc would or
entitled ‘Focus Article’ it is not easy for us to find a would not be published. There isn’t time and it would not be
fair to the people who diligently submit hard-copy material
specific item!
• Save your file with the same title as the article itself – every month and who never expect acknowledgement.
Remember: the Editors’ decision is final!
(and then use this as the title of your email message
Focus Editorial Team
ie NOT ‘Focus article’).
•

Editor’s Guidelines

URC Voice
Who are you?
n answer to the above question, you could give your
name and address, and maybe produce a birth certificate.
It all depends on who is asking the question. You
could be asking it of yourself – who am I? That is the most
profound question anyone can ask of themselves: but where
do we look for an answer?
You could look to your family tree and find your line of
descent. This would trace your ancestry back as far as you
can go. Not many would be able to go back as far as Adam
and Eve: but even then, who are they? Where do they come
from?
Going back to some imagined beginning of life, you
enter the realm of mystery and myth. Religions would say
that we are the children of God. That’s as far back as you can
go, because it’s not possible to say where God comes from.
God just is. God is our word for the fact of existence.
God does not exist like we do, as an objective being. God
is the Ground of all Being – and those of us who do exist,
can try to work out our relationship with the Ground of
our being. Various world religions have their different ways
of doing this: and people are free (or should be) to choose
whichever appeals to them.
There is a secular alternative, wherein you can see
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yourself as a ‘a child of the
Universe’. The Universe has given
you birth, just as it has given
life to all people and to all living
things.
We can see ourselves as
part of the Universe (are we not
stardust, and made of the same
basic ‘stuff ’ as everything else?).
Where the Universe comes from, or is going to we don’t
know: but if we are part of it, we could commit ourselves to
it, in the faith and hope that all will be well?
The religious way and the secular way are not all that
different. They are dealing with the same mystery that
confronts us all – who are we? What is the meaning and
purpose of life? How best should we live our lives?
If you choose the religious option, you will certainly
be challenged to aim for the highest and best that you are
capable of being. You are a child of God: God is love, and in
God lies the fulfilment of who you are.
Even if you choose the secular option, you can still have
the same aim of being your best and highest self, and look
for your resources wherever you can find them.
Donald Horsfield
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Groups joining together
to improve road safety...

Live events in August

We are looking for some help with
the job of getting your Focus magazine

out to our readers.
The Distribution Manager is looking for:
Assistant Distribution Manager
We need someone to work alongside the Distribution
Manager and, once fully trained, to occasionally stand in
when the Distribution Manager is away. This person needs
to be computer savvy and reasonably fit because a number
of moderately heavy boxes need to be moved.
Two Distributors
We need two people to join our band of distributors
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who bring the Focus magazine to your door.
One round covers Lutwyche Road and Ashbrook Court.
The other round covers Chartwell Close and The Paddock.
A Temporary Distributor
We need someone to help out temporarily by taking
over the round in Cardingmill Valley (lower end only) while
the current distributor recovers from an operation.
N.B. All these positions entitle the individual to a free
annual subscription for Stretton Focus.
If you think you might be able to help with any of these
positions please contact Richard Carter on 01694 724106

StRETTON FOCUS

Focus distribution manager needs help

August 2012

Poetry Café
1st August and first Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm
Bring your own or your favourite poems to read and
Deaths and serious injuries on the road are increasing,
discuss in convivial company. There are suggested themes
especially young drivers in areas like Shropshire, so the
for each month but they are only suggestions to get you
two local Institute of Advanced Motorist (IAM) groups are
thinking. Entry free, donations to cover room hire. August’s
joining together to offer bike riders and car drivers the best
possible opportunity to protect themselves and their families. theme is The way we were.
Art Summer School
For many years there have been two IAM groups across
Three exciting weekends in August for artists at all
Shropshire; Telford and Wrekin Advanced Motorists and
stages, from beginners to experienced
Shropshire Advanced Motorists. At their annual general
3, 4 and 5 Aug: Portrait summer school
meetings this week, both groups agreed to join together to
10, 11 and 12 Aug: Still life summer school
provide a ‘one stop shop’ for improved driving skills.
17,18 and 19 Aug: Life drawing summer school
David Carless, Chair of Shropshire Advanced Motorists
£50 per course. Advance booking essential.
said: “We hope that our joint forces can make an even bigger
Small Gardens of Ludlow
impact in reducing vehicle accidents and the death and
Sunday 19th August, 2 – 6pm
serious injury that often follows. The one group formed, to
Some of the smaller gardens in the old town will open
be called ‘Shropshire Advanced Motorists and Motorcyclists’,
their gates to reveal stylish trellis work covered in climbers,
will bring together expertise in advanced driving for
pots of scented flowers and minimalist classic design.
motorcyclists and drivers of cars”.
Visitor numbers at each garden will be limited at any
Following the Telford Group’s AGM, Chairman
one time, but the wait will be worth it. Ticket numbers
Paul Collyer said: “Both groups have years of experience
are limited so early booking is essential. Refreshments and
in delivering our special brand of assessment and driver
plants will be on sale. Organised by Ludlow Assembly
development, and the joint group will work even harder
Rooms Fundraising and Events. Tickets £5 each.
to help reduce the number of vehicle accidents across
Charlotte Church
Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin”.
Sunday 26 August, 8.30pm (Doors open 8pm)
The merger of both groups comes at a time when recent
Be amongst the first to witness the latest and most
research shows that drivers in rural areas, especially younger
drivers are 37% more likely to be involved in a collision that exciting reincarnation of the former child star. Charlotte
Church hits Ludlow Assembly Rooms with her bold and
leads to injury than their counterparts in urban areas.
unique new sound, creating vast musical landscapes with big
President of the new merged group Chief Fire Officer
drums, big guitars, and a voice that has sold over 10 million
Paul Raymond said: “The Fire & Rescue Service, local
authorities and the IAM have worked hard for many years to records. Leave your preconceptions at the door.
Auditorium
improve driver habits but the statistics are very concerning
£12.50 (£11.50 concessions)
for everyone, especially parents of young drivers across
Duration: 2hrs 15mins
our area. This new group will be able to offer all drivers,
www.charlottechurchmusic.com
but our younger drivers and motorcyclists in particular, an
opportunity to improve their driving skills and to stay alive”. The Ludlow Pudding Experience
Wednesday 29 August.
The new merged group will continue to offer Advanced
‘If a dinner with seven desserts is your idea of heaven,
Driver qualifications, advanced motorcycle skills as well as
book your place at our monthly pudding extravaganza.
special courses for young motorists, part sponsored by the
There’s a choice of main courses, followed by the pudding
Fire & Rescue Service.
For more information on any of their courses please contact selection which includes old favourites and intriguing new
desserts to try, with a vote for the best! £16.95, includes
David Carless 07809 444454.
main course, glass of house wine, all puddings and coffee
Box Office 01584 878141
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t the recent successful Diamond Jubilee
Exhibition, it was strongly felt to be important
for the town to safeguard its heritage in terms
of its historic photos and scrapbooks. To that end, the
Heritage Group wants to make it more widely known
that Shropshire Archives (archives@shropshire.gov.
uk) is willing to store such material, whether or not
the owner is willing for that material to be copied
for display purposes and/or for availability at the
local Library. If residents have any difficulty in
delivering such material to the Shropshire Archives
in Shrewsbury, then the Town Council is willing, on
their behalf, to forward the material to Shropshire
Archives to process.
For the first time this year, Church Stretton is to
contribute to the national programme of Heritage
Open Days, September 6th - 9th. The town’s
programme will be confined to Friday and Saturday,
September 7th and 8th. On those two days, there

Church Stretton by King John in 1214.
Volunteers are needed to form an
organising committee to plan and manage
this event. If you are interested, please get
in touch with Bob Welch bob.welch@
btinternet.com. The event will only
happen if it has volunteer backing.
Volunteers are also sought to
contribute to the town website. Our
heritage is an important part of our
appeal to visitors, whom we invite to ‘Get
Historic’ on our website, yet it has, as yet,
little historic information on it. Could
you be one of a number of volunteers
willing to contribute such material and
to update the website with history-related
events? It would be good if the task could
be shared by a number of interested
volunteers, so as not to be too onerous for
any one volunteer. If you are interested,
please get in touch with Richard Hickman
rifhickman@btinternet.com
Church Stretton Heritage Group

August 2012

StRETTON FOCUS

will be an exhibition, entitled ‘Church
Stretton, Old and New’ in the Silvester
Horne Institute, covering the history of
both buildings and the railway in the town.
Volunteers are needed to staff the exhibition
and assist with refreshments. If you are
interested, please contact Pamela Knowles
pamela@nonsuchtherapies.co.uk 722807 to
let her know your availability.
All of the historic churches in the three
Strettons have also agreed to participate
in the programme over the two days, with
hosts on hand to explain the history of their
buildings. Hour-long Town Heritage Tours
will also be laid on on both the Friday and
Saturday afternoons. In addition, a ‘Time
to Listen’ event, with a heritage theme, is
planned for young children at the Library.
It has further been proposed that,
in 2014, the town should mark, with a
suitable celebration, the 800th Anniversary
of the Granting of Market Rights to
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Amnesty International Group

E

veryone is welcome to our next
meeting at 7.30 pm on Wednesday
8th August at Silvester Horne
Institute, High Street, Church Stretton
SY6 6BY. For details ring David Owen
01694 722525 davelse@btinternet.com
We are meeting during the 2012
London Olympics and so will be adding
our voices to Amnesty’s campaign
concerning Dow Chemicals, a sponsor of
the Games. In 1984, 7,000 to 10,000 people were killed by
a toxic gas leak from a pesticide factory in Bhopal, India and
Dow Chemicals owns the company responsible for the leak.
Over the next 20 years a further 15,000 people have died.
Today, the contaminated site still infringes the human rights
of over 100,000 people.
Dow Chemicals has never addressed the ongoing human
rights impact of the catastrophe so Amnesty asking Lord
Coe, the head of the committee organising the London
Olympic Games, to retract his committees defence of Dow
Chemical and to apologise to Bhopal’s survivors.
If you can spare a few hours to help us
set up a basic site to standard template
then please contact David Owen:
01694 722525 davelse@btinternet.com

Catholic Voice
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T

he Royal Dublin Society Arena in
Ballsbridge Dublin is the venue
for the Dublin Horse Show in the
first week of August every year. Many
noted riders from around the world
have competed there for the Grand Prix
and Nations Cup competitions. Now the RDS is also the
permanent home of Leinster Rugby Union where home
matches take place before 15 to 20 thousand people.
Well, on the 10th - 17th of June, the Arena hosted a
unique event - the International Eucharistic Congress. This
takes place every four years to highlight Catholic devotion
to the Presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. I had the
privilege of being present there for three of the days. I
joined people from 130 countries - a truly international
gathering - celebrating our shared belief and deepening our
understanding of the faith we hold dear. Our nametags said
it all. We were ‘Pilgrims’, followers of Jesus Christ.
The focal point of the Arena was the ‘Prayer Space’,
a hall seating a thousand people, dedicated to Prayer and
Reconciliation. At the heart of this hall was the Monstrance
holding the Sacred Presence of the Lord - a reminder to us
all of his abiding presence with us on our pilgrim journey
through life.
Each morning there were Workshops on the hour given
by well-known international speakers. For instance, Fr.
Timothy Radcliffe, OP, of St Dominic’s Priory, London gave
one on ‘Spirituality for today, Suffering and Healing’. This
one was so popular that they had to repeat it on film on
successive days.
Alongside the adult programme they had a youth and
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New Trustee
Joins Stretton Climate Care

Stretton Climate Care is pleased to welcome Margaret
Wright to the Executive of the Charity.
Margaret has lived in Church Stretton since 2004, and
has a long career at a senior level in the social housing sector.
She believes that we need to do everything that we
can to protect the environment and increase investment in
sustainable energy.
Now that she is retired, she is keen to add to her
activities; she is already a volunteer to the local library home
service, and is a Board member and trustee of St. George’s
Hub in Wolverhampton – a charity that helps socially
excluded adults acquire or improve life skills.
Stretton Climate Care is sure that Margaret’s experience
and expertise will make a great contribution to our work in
the Strettons.
There is still one trustee vacancy on our Board. If you
are interested and feel that you may have something to
contribute, please contact Mike Hymas on 01694 723208.
David Howard
Press Officer, Stretton Climate Care

children’s programme as well. Indeed, our Bishop Mark
gave a Workshop for the Youth on the first day. There was
also an Ecumenical input led by Michael Jackson, Anglican
Archbishop of Dublin.
At 4pm each day we celebrated an open air Mass on the
Rugby pitch surrounded by the stands filled with people.
The chief celebrant was usually a Cardinal or Archbishop,
with many other Bishops and hundreds of priests, all
concelebrating. The choirs led the singing, ably assisted by
cantors and musicians, with plenty of congregational help.
The Congress was a most uplifting and faith-filled
experience for me. Meeting other people of faith --with
hope and joy in their hearts -- is a memory I will take with
me for the rest of my life.
Fr. Ambrose
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Health and Safety Tree Works - Rectory Wood

A

beautiful area of woodland with mature and veteran
trees is a delightful and incredibly valuable resource
for the public to be able to freely wander around. But
it also brings some serious responsibility in terms of public
safety. The trees at Rectory Wood and Field are inspected
for Shropshire Council by a trained
Arboricultural officer, every three years.
The latest inspection was carried out
earlier this year and has highlighted a
number of trees that need some remedial
works. This work ranges from removing
limbs or reducing the whole crown of the
tree through to felling in some cases. The
work will be carried out later this year.
The majority of the trees (eight in
total) have substantial decay or are dead and are in danger
of dropping branches or blowing down in high winds. The
majority of these trees will be removed and with very little
impact on the woodland experience but there are two large
prominent trees that I feel people will be very concerned
about.
The large veteran Chestnut tree adjacent to the main
entrance to the wood from half way up Rectory Field has

H

Focus Covers
- a message
to our readers

Recipe of the Month
Potato Scallops

T

his recipe takes me right back to my childhood
days when my Dad used to cook them and we ate
them as they came out of the pan! I cook them
often and always have a feeling of nostalgia. Children love
them.
Ingredients:• 3 medium sized potatoes. peeled and thinly sliced
• 4 oz. S.R. flour
• 1 oz. cornflour
• 1 teaspoon lemon juice
• 1tablsp. oil
• plain flour for coating
• oil for deep frying

StRETTON FOCUS

Pat the potatoes dry with a paper towel. Sift the S.R.
flour, cornflour, pepper and salt into a bowl. Make a well
in the centre and slowly whisk in 6 fl. oz water and mix
to a smooth paste. Add another 3 tablespoons of water
with the lemon juice and the tablespoon of oil. Coat the
potato slices lightly with plain flour and shake off any
excess.
Dip each slice into the batter, coat it well, and
drip off the excess before frying. Half fill a deep based
frying pan with oil and heat up until very hot. Deep fry
the potato scallops, a few at a time, until they are golden
brown. Drain on paper towels and serve immediately.
They are super eaten piping hot ! I like them served with
really crisp bacon but a nice soft poached egg is also good.
A new experience to enjoy.
“Her Ladyship”
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ere at Stretton Focus we have a team of volunteer
editors, who take responsibility for ensuring that
each month there is a magazine filled with what
we hope is a mixture of information and entertainment.
We also have a volunteer cover editor, whose role is
to choose what he considers to be a suitable cover
photograph (or in the case of last month’s issue, painting).
There are numerous constraints: the picture must be in
portrait format and very high resolution; there must be an
area towards the top where the magazine’s title can go –
and so on.
These days, as in the past, the majority of these covers
have been pictures of local views. However, sometimes
we have also had wonderful pictures of places slightly
further away, such as the Stiperstones. In addition,
there are seasonal requirements such as
Christmas, Easter and Remembrance, and
local groups such as the Arts Festival or
Walking Festival may be offered a cover.
July, for example, features a stunning
painting of Snowdon painted by the Arts
Festival’s guest artist, Di Purser, and it
was chosen as a fitting advertisement for
the long-running and highly successful
Art and Crafts Exhibition. The Focus team would like to
express its appreciation of the work of our cover editor,
and hope that members of the public will consider other
criteria than simply locality when looking at our covers.
The cover editor would be pleased to receive
photographs from readers as possible covers if they fulfil
the above criteria. If you are interested, please contact
Dave Draper at d2j@btinternet.com
The Focus Team

August 2012 mag.indd 25

decay in the main stem.
This tree will have to
be pollarded to make it
safe. We want to retain the tree as it is still very valuable for
wildlife and will send out fresh growth and outlive most of
us!
The large veteran lime tree just inside
the gate leading out of the wood to the
reservoir also has decay in the main stem
and will have its crown reduced by a third
to a half in order to reduce the weight and
the force exerted by high winds.
I hope everyone will accept the need
for these works and understand that
Shropshire Council does all it can to
retain these magnificent and valuable trees as part of the
natural heritage.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions
Clive Dean
Countryside Sites and Greenspace Officer
Outdoor Recreation Team
Shropshire Council
01743 255909
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Gardening in August Methodist Voice

G
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ardens will
hopefully
be a mass of
colour and produce.
To keep the
show going, deadhead regularly, particularly rose bushes, and remove seed
pods forming on sweet pea plants. The weeds will no doubt
be flourishing so keep the hoe moving.
Many earlier flowering perennials can be dead-headed
and cut back, new growth will arise and late summer
blossom will be welcome.
Unfortunately whitefly, greenfly and other unwelcome
visitors will be present. Keep a lookout, particularly
underneath leaves and on tender foliage tips. Watch out also
for blight on tomatoes and potato foliage. If the latter is
noticed, remove the haulm and dispose of the leaves carrying
the fungus, before it gets into the soil and affects the potato
crop.
Soft fruit will be ready for picking that is if you have
protected raspberries and currants, esp,ecially the red ones.
Hopefully you pegged down the
netting around the red currants
as the blackbirds are very smart at
going below the netting and taking
95% of the crop.
The recent rain we have had
has made a tremendous difference to the growth of rhubarb
and asparagus has grown well. It is time to stop cutting both
now, mulch these crops and apply a general purpose feed for
next year.
Onions, shallots and maybe garlic, if you planted some,
will be ready for lifting. Ease the bulbs from the soil and lay
them out to really dry off under cover.
Our Summer Show of flowers and produce will be held
on Saturday, 25th August. We can usually rely on a fine
display well supported by participants and visitors.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

Shropshire Rural
Community Council
News
Wheels to Work
This charity offers a loan service
for two-wheeled vehicles (mopeds and bicycles, including
battery-powered ones) for people who cannot afford to
work because they have no transport and live in a rural area
where there is no suitable public transport. For details, call
Mark Powell (Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin Project
Coordinator) on 01743 237885
or email: mark.powell@shropshire-rcc.org.uk
or Jools Bott (Telford & Wrekin W2W Project Officer)
on 01743 237885 or email: jools.bott@shropshire-rcc.org.uk
County wide oil-buying scheme
Now is the time to buy heating oil and take advantage of
lower summer prices. To find out more please call Elizabeth
Thain, Membership Development Officer (Fuel Buying
Scheme, RCC) on 01743 342167 or email oil@shropshirercc.org.uk
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I

t was the date of the London
Olympics which prompted
the present Methodist prayer
handbook to be called ‘Run the Race’.
Comparisons like getting on the starting
blocks, keeping to the track, feeling
aching muscles, winning the prize, and
numerous other sporting metaphors, are used throughout its
monthly cycle of two illustrated pages each day. For nearly
twelve months with scripture, symbols, hymns, poems,
prayers and pictures, it has explored the theme of training
and discipline, but at a spiritual rather than an athletic level.
The editor claims that gathering, selecting and printing the
contents was like a triathlon, and achieved with teamwork.
‘Crossing the Chasm’ is the title of the next handbook,
which will be available for the new Methodist year in
September. The baton for titles such as ‘Run the Race’ and
‘Living Fire’ has been passed on from phrases drawn each
year from our old blue hymnbook to this phrase ‘crossing the
chasm’ from our new red hymnbook.
The title reminds me of a local fell-running lady, now
sadly deceased, with a Wild Moor post, and also a newly
devised Longmynd runners’ route named after her. Her
photograph in a mountaineering book shows her in the
western Himalayas, crossing a gorge with an awesome chasm
below her, and not a bridge anywhere near. She is reaching
up from a box-like cage, suspended from a high wire, and
confidently pulling herself along the wire to the other side
of the ice-cold river below, which would have spelled death
for anyone getting into it. I reflect that someone must
have come upon that gorge before, and fixed the means of
crossing for future travellers.
‘When the bonds of love are breaking’ is the theme of a
hymn by a American Lutheran scholar, pastor and spiritual
coach who died in 2007. It is about “when the bridges
that we travelled have collapsed and left a void”. Making
bridges in a broken world is the theme explored in the new
handbook. Its title is from another verse in the same hymn:
“God in Christ, you crossed the chasm”.
Ward Davies

‘Teenie Preenies’
- a toddler group with a
difference at Church Preen
A brand new toddler group will
launch at Church Preen Village Hall
in September. ‘Teenie Preenies’ will
be an exciting adult-led group for
children from 0 to 3 years of age, and
will consist of structured sessions with a qualified leader
focusing on a range of exciting creative and learning
activities for parents to enjoy with their children.
Sessions will take place on Wednesday mornings
between 10.00 and 11.30am, starting on Wednesday 12th
September. Each session will cost £3 (£1 for additional
siblings) and will include refreshments. There is no need
to book in advance.
For more information call 07974 107815
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R LUCAS

PAINTER/DECORATOR
01694 723237
Mob: 07772 705856
20 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
Adele's Professional Homecare Service

Friendly and Reliable Business, 2O years experience, Fully Referenced
Domestic - Cleaning - Ironing
Free In-Home Estimates
Shopping, Dogwalking, 25% Discount for Pensioners
01694 720212 07523 321 915
www.adelesprofessionalhomecareservice.co.uk

LADY GARDENER

AMY PAUL & CO, ACCOUNTANTS
Established 1987

ACCOUNTS, TAX, BOOK-KEEPING, VAT, PAYE
Clients visited anytime, Reasonable Fees
Call Amy Chapman 01694 720000, 07768 436770
amypaulandco@clara.co. uk

PROPERTY REPAIRS

EXPERIENCED AND RELIABLE
FOR GARDEN NEEDS
IN THE CHURCH STRETTON AREA
PLEASE CONTACT ALISON JOHN
TEL: 01694 723651

Competitive rates
Washers to windows
Guttering to gardens
We can paint it, fix it, change it
Call Rowan
01694 771730
www.kenleybarn.co.uk/42.html

BG SERVICES
WINDOW CLEANING

ADL CHIMNEYS & STOVES
Fully Qualified HETAS Installer Bird Guards & Rail Cowls
Fire Surrounds Installed & Replacement Pots Fitted
Fireplaces Built
Chimney Lining
Chimney Builds & Rewpairs
Fully Qualifies Bricklayer
Stoves Installed
All Work Guaranteed

Call Alan 07944 355730
01743 245572

ISLE OF WIGHT - RYDE ESPLANADE

Contact 01983 617068

mrssmp@hotmail.com

To place an occasional advertisment,
contact 01694 723890
or adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
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Superior holiday apartment
Sleeps 2 adults. Non-smoking
Parking, Lift, All amenities
Adjacent Passenger Ferry and Hovercraft.
Reasonable rates all year.

August 2012

• Domestic & Commercial
• Pure Water Pole Fed
or
• Traditional Cleaning
• lnside & Outside
• Facia & Guttering Service
• Full Conservatory Service
Call Barry Griffiths
01694 771759
07766 906456
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