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1 Sunday

Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre
Course: ‘Bloomin’ Marvellous’
with Ed Moseley. Cost: £5.
For details and booking 01588 676060
10.30am-12.30pm Discovery Centre

St James’s Church Cardington
Choral Evensong. All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

3 Tuesday

Mothers’ Union
Garden Party. All welcome
2.30pm 40 Shrewsbury Road

Methodist Network Group
Summer service at Lower Netchwood.
7.00pm

4 Wednesday
CAMEO

‘Nursing – a Vocation’ Pam Blackburn
2.30pm Parish Centre

6 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Rushbury School

Submission of articles

If possible, please submit material by
email to editor@strettonfocus.org.uk
as an attachment with a pertinent title,
not simply ‘Focus Article’. Typed or
legible handwritten copy, discs, CDs with
original unimproved digital photographs
or good quality glossy photographs may
be left at Wrights, Estate Agent, Sandford
Avenue clearly labelled ‘Stretton Focus’.
All copy must be received by noon on the
date below.
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Farmers’ Market. All welcome
10.00-11.30am Rushbury School

7 Saturday

Rose Cottage Cat Rescue
Trash and Treasure Sale
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with Ken Willis, for Radio therapy Dept,
Q.E.Hospital (to thank them for their care of
local lad)
7.45pm start CS & District Club
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On in the Strettons in July

3

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

8 Sunday

Silverstone Circuit Challenge
(see Posters). Fundraising for Radio therapy
Dept, Q.E.Hospital
From12.00 noon CS & District Club

10 Tuesday

Rushbury CE Primary School
Open Day For past, present and future pupils
and their families Tuesday, 1.30pm-3.00pm
and 3.30pm- 6.00pm Rushbury School

CS Methodist Wives and Friends
Guided Walk in Shrewsbury. Meet 6.30pm
Methodist Hall

All Stretton Village Hall
Annual General Meeting
Starting with a short slide show of our recent
Jubilee. For information or nominations
please contact 723706
7.30pm AS VH

11 Wednesday

Amnesty International Group
Discussing Human Rights in China
7.30pm SHI

See Page 31

12 Thursday

Church Stretton Gardening Society
All-day outing to: Stockton Bury Gardens and
Bachefield House, Herefordshire

13 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Drop-In sessions for Volunteers

Senior Citzens Club

14 Saturday

Methodist Network group
‘Mildred’s Summer Fayre’
10.00am-12.00noon

Rock Communion
With band ‘The Reign’
6.00-9.30pm Russell’s Meadow

See Page 41

Sponsorship or entry fee options. (Entry fee
£6.00). Refreshments provided at the start.
Register interest.
10.30am Lower Wood, All Stretton

See Page 25

Open Air Service and Funday
Organised by St Laurence’s
‘The Reign’ leading; Speaker Gavin Calver.
Further details from Suzan Williams 722588
11.00am-4.00pm Russell’s Meadow

See Page 41

16 Monday

Mayfair Community Centre
See and Hear Bus
11.00am-3.00pm Mayfair

See Page 4

‘Meet the Author’ Event
Meet author, Mary Nichols
Tickets £1 from the library
7.30pm CS Library

See Page 11

17 Tuesday

Countrywomen’s Guild
The Work of the Prison Chaplaincy
2.15pm SHI

All Stretton Women’s Institute
Janet Boult – Origami Fold in Fabric
All Welcome
7.30 AS VH

18 Wednesday

Drama Group Open Evening
With the Dorrington Players
7.30pm Ragleth Inn LS

20 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

21 Saturday

RSPB S Shropshire Local Group
Wildlife walk on the Long Mynd
10.00am Meet at Pole Cottage

See Page 13

Rushbury Fete
Funds raised to be divided between St Peter’s
Church,Rushbury and Rushbury School.

See Page 17

Display of owls
Admission free
The Square 11am - 3pm
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Mayfair Community Centre
Fabric Landscape Workshop
10.00am-4.00pm Mayfair

See Page 4

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Contact (01694 722418)
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton VH

22 Sunday

Cancer Research UK
Strawberry Cream Tea
Free entry ,Plant Stall,Cake Stall,Raffle
2.00-4.00pm Essex Lodge All Stretton

24 Tuesday

CS Flower Club
‘Welcome to my Garden’ Sharon Nolan All
welcome
7.30pm AS VH

25 Wednesday

Church Stretton U3A
Speaker: Dorothy Nicolle: ‘Don’t you know
there’s a war on?’ - Shropshire in the
Second World War.
Non-members welcome.
2.00pm Parish Centre.

27 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

A ‘Kiwi’ Garden Party
Special ‘Antipodean’ menu,
Musical entertainment.
9.30am-5.00pm Jemima’s Kitchen

See Page 24

UNA
Meeting: speaker Adrian Cullis from the
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the UN
10.30 to noon. For venue ring 724171 or
724304

See Page 14

Senior Citzens Club
Ros Hewitt: ‘Flowers for Summer’
2.30pm URC Hall

31 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library
Children’s Craft Event: Make a Treasure Box
2.30-3.30pm CS Library

See Page 11
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Helen Loft ‘A day at Windsor Castle’
2.30pm URC Hall

Walk In Aid of Afghan Heroes

July 2012

Want to volunteer or groups seeking
volunteers please call in for a chat with
Clive Leworthy.
10.00am-12.00 noon CS Library

15 Sunday
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4

Mayfair News
10 years of summer fun at Mayfair Crèche

As part of the forthcoming
refurbishment we have launched
his year we are celebrating 10 years of Mayfair crèche a Jubilee Sponsor a Chair
and in particular lots of summer fun for children aged Appeal. We need to purchase
3 months up to 12 years. Mayfair stays open during
12 new occasional chairs for
summer holidays when most nurseries close. We continue
the reception and jubilee room,
to offer flexible childcare where parents and grandparents
at a cost of approximately £200-£240 each plus VAT, (they
can drop off their children for half an hour up to 4 hours.
have to be good quality and suitable for our users). We also
Children get to play while parents do what they need to
require 20 stacking chairs for events and room hire at a cost of
do. There are lots of things to do at Mayfair crèche but
approximately £110 each plus VAT. The sponsorship scheme
what happens each day depends on the children and what
will enable the community to help in a very practical way.
takes their fancy. It could be painting, Lego, playing in the
Although the café is not included in the plans if we were to
sandpit, reading, making tents, cooking in the play kitchen, get enough sponsorship it may well allow us to give the café a
jigsaw, slides, toy cars and so much more. The staff are
much needed facelift too. People can sponsor a chair or part
trained and supported by a team of experienced volunteers.
of a chair by pledging money to the fund. We are delighted
The crèche is on the Ofsted Voluntary Register.
with the response so far. For more information please speak to
If you’d like to find out more about the crèche and our
Nicola, Julie or Sue Wood. Tel: 722077.
summer offers please call in or phone and speak to Sarah or
Julie on 01694 722077.
Mindfulness Group
The Mindfulness Group is starting a new course called
Here is a comment about the facilities.
‘An Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation’. It starts
‘Mayfair crèche has been brilliant for both me and my son. Thursday 12th July from 4 pm to 6 pm at the Mayfair
I first introduced him to the crèche when he was 16 months
Community Centre. Everyone is welcome but there is
old and he was very clingy and reluctant for me to leave as this a charge of £36 to cover the costs of the room, CDs,
was the first time being left away from family but the staff and handouts etc. Contact Joe on 07906 081907 or joe@
volunteers at the crèche were comforting both to him and to me. mindfulnessgroup.co.uk
Community Tea Party
‘He regularly asks to go and it is the first thing he tells his
Approximately 100 people came to the Mad Hatters Tea
Dad about when he comes home. It gives him the opportunity
Party on 6th June, many wearing a variety of fabulous hats.
to mix with other children in a safe and friendly environment
Thank you to everyone who joined us and a very big thank
where he now feels secure, away from his parents. It has also
you to the cake makers.
given me the opportunity to start some regular voluntary work as
Dates for Diary
well as creating other occasions where I can have some ‘me time’
Monday 16th July11-3pm
and to feel like a normal adult for
a little while, not only a Mum. The
service is the most flexible I have
ever experienced.’
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Refurbishment and
Development of Mayfair
We are delighted that the
Market Town Revitalisation
Programme of Shropshire
Council has agreed to support the
Refurbishment and Development
of Mayfair as part of the
development activity in Church
Stretton.
The project allows for a much
needed upgrade of the reception
area and the Jubilee room as well
as improved exterior signage and
the creation of a shop inside the
reception area.
As well as improving the
centre for the 1000+ weekly
users the project will increase
revenue for Mayfair making it
more sustainable in the future. All
these developments are in line with the plans to develop the
Health and Wellbeing Centre in the adjacent clinic building.
We aim to start work as soon as possible and have it
completed by the autumn. Mayfair will continue as usual
during this time with as little disruption as possible.
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See and Hear Bus at Mayfair Centre
Saturday 21st July 10-4
Fabric Landscape Workshop at Mayfair Centre
Nicola McPherson
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Birdlife In Your Garden

their claws. Owls possess soft feathers on the leading edge of
their wings, which enable them to fly in silence, so an attack
may be quite unexpected. For this reason, it is very unwise to
approach young birds or nest sites.
Tawny Owls are more likely to be heard than seen
and can be very loud. They use a great range of sounds,
including hoots, hisses, mews, grunts, moans, twittering
and screams. The commonest are a shrill ‘ke-wick’ and a
long tremulous hoot, both familiar to any aficionado of
‘Morse’ and ‘Midsomer Murders’ as the standard soundtrack
to nocturnal violent crime (along with the bark of the Red
Fox)! These vocalisations are uttered by male and female
alike and the first is used as a contact call. Apparently,
males are mainly responsible for hooting and females for
‘ke-wicking’, however. The conventionally-rendered Tawny
Owl call ‘too-whit, too-who’ may be a pair’s duet, with the
female’s ‘ke-wick’ being answered by the male’s hooting. You
will be most likely to notice Tawny Owls in late autumn and
winter when they become very vocal in declaration of their
ownership of the territory that includes your garden.

5

If you would like to see live Tawny Owls, as well as
owls of other species, the Church Stretton Arts Festival is
sponsoring a display by the Chelmarsh Owl Sanctuary in
Church Stretton Market Square on Saturday, July 21st,
from 11.00 a.m. until 3.00 p.m. There will be information
available on the Garden BirdWatch scheme
too.
John Arnfield

O

Top Photo: The Tawny Owl’s streaky, cryptic plumage is effective
camouflage when it roosts by day on a tree branch. (Photo: Jill
Pakenham, BTO Library).
Bottom Photo: An owl’s facial disc helps to focus sounds on
its ears, which are at different heights on each side of the face
to enhance its ability to perceive the direction of sounds it
encounters when hunting at night. (Photo: John Arnfield)
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wls, being largely nocturnal, often go unreported
by garden birdwatchers. Tawny Owls are the most
common British owls to use gardens, especially those
that have old trees in a woodland setting. They are medium
sized owls (about the size of a Woodpigeon) with
streaky tawny-chestnut, buff, brown, grey-brown and
grey-white plumage (ideal camouflage when roosting
by day in a tree), a round-headed appearance and black
eyes set in a pale brown and grey facial disc. Females
are larger than males and, in flight, both sexes have a
compact, short-winged appearance, a shape adapted
to negotiating closely-packed tree trunks in woods at
night. Tawny owls primarily eat mice and voles but
also occasionally take small birds, using their sensitive
hearing to locate the roost at night, and also are known
to feed on rats, squirrels, fish, amphibians, insects,
slugs and earthworms. In most cases, they employ
a ‘sit and wait’ hunting strategy, using a convenient
branch from which they can scan the ground for prey,
but they may also hunt on foot for smaller food items.
Prey is swallowed whole and indigestible parts (bones,
fur, insect wing cases etc) are regurgitated as pellets,
which are often to be found below roosting sites.
Roosting locations may also be detected by day when
an owl is being mobbed by a flock of blackbirds, tits,
finches and other garden birds.
Tawny owls nest in tree cavities (especially
in oaks) but are also willing to occupy nest boxes of an
appropriate design. They prefer locations well above the
ground and may also take over the stick nests of crows,
Sparrowhawks and Magpies, squirrel dreys or holes in
buildings. A pair will typically mate for life and will defend
vigorously a territory year round. Breeding occurs from
February until June. Tawny Owls are excellent parents and
will protect their young with aggressive displays and, on
occasion, by physically attacking the perceived threat with

The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador
for the Garden BirdWatch (GBW) scheme in southern
Shropshire and is available to speak to local organisations
on GBW, as well as answering questions on garden birds
and feeding. If you are interested in joining GBW, why not
request a free GBW enquiry pack, which includes a copy of
the scheme’s quarterly magazine Bird Table? Please contact
John on (01694) 724 170 or at arnfield.2@osu.edu.
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Parents’ Corner
Fun family events in July

14th July
The Chelmarsh Fete is a traditional country fete with
entertainment for all the family including donkey rides,
coconut shy, dancers, bands, teas, stalls and cakes. Children
can enter free with adult tickets at £2. The fete runs from
2.00pm – 5.00pm and is held at Chelmarsh Recreation
Ground near Bridgnorth.
15th July
For something completely different, how about the
British Stone Skimming Championships? This will be
Shropshire’s 5th skimming championships held at Walcot
Lake in Lydbury North. There will be fun for the whole
family and funds raised will be donated to Prostate Cancer
charities. Derek Randall (ex England cricketer) will be the
guest celebrity skimmer. Entry to the field is free (12noon
– 5.00pm) with a £2.50 charge for a set of 4 stones. Good
luck!
20th – 22nd July
The Festival at the Edge is a weekend of fantastic
storytelling, tall tales, terrific tellers and music all set against
the backdrop of Much Wenlock. Visit www.festivalattheedge.
org for full information.
25th July
The Shropshire Wildlife Trust is holding an ‘Up-cycle
Eco Jewellery and Wind Chimes’ event at their centre at the
Abbey Foregate. This is a children’s craft workshop and costs
£3 per child, running at 10.30am and 1.30pm.
Continued on page 8
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1st July
Head to the Severn Valley Railway where the
clocks will be turned back to the 1940s! Embark on
a light-hearted journey back to wartime Britain and
dress up 1940s style! All details can be found at www.
svr.co.uk.
Alternatively, if you prefer a day of wet, wild and
wacky fun, the Quarry in Shrewsbury is the place
to be. A day of ‘It’s a Knockout’ is being staged to
raise money for Hope House. Their website is www.
hopehouse.org.uk where full details of the event can
be found, or you can call 01691 671671.
For a more sedate experience, you can enjoy
some beautiful classic cars at Gregynog Hall near
Newtown. The Courtyard Café will be open for tea,
cakes and lunch while you admire the gardens (£3
charge). Opening times are 12noon – 3.00pm with a
£2.50 car parking charge. Call 01686 650224 or visit
www.gregynog@wales.ac.uk for more information.
Bishops Castle will be holding their traditional
country carnival with a parade of floats around the
town followed by fun and games. A great day out
for the family, there is a dedicated website www.
bishopscastlecarnival which tells you everything you
need to know.
7 – 8th July
Take a trip into the past at the Chetwynd
Medieval Fair. There will be a living history camp,
falconry display, medieval dancers, roving musicians,
rural players and crafts. The fair opens at 11.00am
and finishes at 5.00pm. Children go free with adult tickets at
£5 each. If you need more information you can email info@
chetwyndmedievalfair.co.uk or call 01952 550303 or visit
their website www.chetwyndmedievalfair.co.uk.
The Lunanza Festival will be held at the Agricultural
Showground in Shrewsbury from 11.00am to 7.00pm on
the Saturday and 11.00am – 5.00pm on the Sunday. The
festival will feature medieval re-enactments, funfair stalls, a
dog show, live music and much more. Entry prices are £6 for
adults and £3 for children. www.lunanzevents.com has full
details.
8th July
Telford Lions Day on Wheels is a fun family event with
classic and modern cars, arena events, funfair, craft and
charity stalls. It takes place at Bowring Park, Wellington
from 11.00am – 4.00pm. Admission is free. Call 0845
9339585 or email telfordlions@yahoo.com to find out more.
12th July
If your thirst for Jubilee celebrations has not yet been
quenched, then you need to head to RAF Cosford for their
Diamond Jubilee Pageant. In the presence of the Queen and
the Duke of Edinburgh, there will be a magnificent moving
pageant together with entertainment and fun for all the
family. Visit www.shropshirejubilee.co.uk to register for your
free tickets.
14th – 15th July
Also at RAF Cosford this month is the Model Aircraft
Rally. There will be hundreds of scale models of iconic
aircraft taking to the skies along with a family fun fair,
aircraft simulators and trade stands. All details can be found
at www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford.
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A Message from Your New Mayor

A

s some of you may have realised, I was installed
as Mayor on Tuesday 15th May, and thank my
colleagues for their confidence. During the past year
there has been a small percentage of complaints forwarded to
the Council and when all facts were known and explained,
there was usually no foundation to these issues. By the
time you read this article in this July issue we will have had
the ‘SAMDev’ Open Day. Although this matter has been
discussed at various stages over the past 18 months or so,
some residents felt they had not been fully informed and so
the Town Council decided to leaflet-drop every household
with information on this important issue. Some 2,000+
leaflets were distributed by Town Councillors and other
good folk of the parish. Many thanks to all who helped.
In the past year there have been several pressures placed
upon the Town Council (CSTC) resources by Shropshire
Council due to national cut-backs and the state of the world
and UK economy. This has cost CSTC some £45,000 extra
in respect of public toilets and maintaining the Town Park
and open spaces/sports areas due to services being devolved
and the outdoor grant being withdrawn.
We all try hard as councillors, along with the dedicated
office staff and a very capable and knowledgeable Town
Clerk, to cater for the needs of our residents and also
visitors. Therefore, in future, we would ask that residents
contact either your Ward Councillor (details in Focus or on
the Website) or the CSTC office to establish true facts and
clarification on any matters of concern.
I now feel that CSTC has established a good working
relationship with Shropshire Council and would like to feel
that the harmony of the Church Stretton parish is being
restored and, as the BT advert many years ago said, “it’s
good to talk.”
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Parents Corner Cont’d
27th July
Again at the Shropshire Wildlife
Trust centre in Shrewsbury, children
can learn how to make a kite.
Workshop details are the same as above.
28th – 29th July
It is re-enactment history weekend
at Whittington Castle in Oswestry!
The House of the Blackstar plus other
re-enactors from different periods of
history join forces, from Medieval to
Roman, Victorian to World War Two.
Entrance (11.00am – 3.00pm) is free
with a £1 parking charge.
31st July
More historical family fun can be
found at Wroxeter Roman City where
time travellers go Roman! Prepare
to take action in the Roman Army
including a drill to see if you’ve got
what it takes to be a Roman soldier!
This is an English Heritage event and
takes place between 11.00am and
5.00pm.
Zoe Keeling
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Last but not least, a very big thank you to all those
volunteers and community groups who support the
enhancement of the town and the Council in general.
In conclusion, I will try to do my level best to promote
the town and parish in a positive manner with the help of
fellow councillors, the office staff, outdoor staff, Town Clerk
and indeed the assistance of the residents.
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Mayor, Church Stretton

Gardening in July

T

his should be a very productive
month in the flower garden and
the vegetable patch. To maintain
flower production, deadhead plants as
the blossoms die to ensure that flowers
continue to provide colour and scent.
Many roses are likely to produce a
further flush of blossom particularly
with the help of a late summer feed. If
you like raising seedlings, collect seed
from hellebores. It is interesting to see
the variety of plants you may raise. It’s
time to raise seedlings of biennials for
next year such as sweet williams, wall
flowers and forget-me nots.
Whether we are getting rain or not,
the overall rainfall for the year is very
low so make sure that you water with
priorities in mind. Container plants,
leafy vegetables and recently planted
material will be essential. Courgettes,
sweetcorn, dwarf and runner beans
should be planted by now. They are very
tender and will appreciate protection
from wind even though temperatures

may be quite
high.
I find that
of all soft fruit, the redcurrants are most
attractive to the birds. Make sure your
netting is pegged down to the ground,
the birds will otherwise get under the
bushes and have a fine time.
Roses will be giving a fine show
now but look out for green and white
aphids and if blackspot is noticeable,
include a fungicide when you decide to
get the sprayer in action.
In the greenhouse, damp down
the floor and benches and increase
ventilation and make sure that
side shoots are removed on cordon
tomatoes. Give a feed of liquid
Tomerite as fruit will benefit.
There is a club outing on Thursday,
12thJuly to Stockton Bury gardens and
Bachefield House. Let’s hope for a fine
day, we are usually lucky.
Ron Dapling
CS & District Gardening Club
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Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Future shaping of Church Stretton (Shropshire
Council’s SAMDev consultation) - Open Day

M

joining this group please contact the Town Council Office

any residents took the opportunity to come along
to this ‘drop-in’ event on Monday 11th June
(organised by Church Stretton Town Council
in partnership with Shropshire Council) in order to learn
exactly what had been proposed for the future of our town.
It was stressed that this was a consultation exercise and all
views would be carefully considered by Shropshire Council.
There is still time to reply to Shropshire Council as the
deadline has been extended to 20th July.
This exercise was seen as a fair and democratic way for
all residents to ask questions, meet developers, agents etc as
well as Shropshire Council staff, to enable residents to be
fully informed and understand that whatever Shropshire
Council’s final decision is, there has been a fair consultation
with the Stretton Parish residents.

Jubilee Trees

Gateway Signs

Community Messaging

An application for a grant from the MTR fund is now in
progress in order to establish ‘positive signage’ to the historical
town of Church Stretton. The main purpose of this is to attract
more visitors to the shops, cafes, accommodation in Church
Stretton and to increase the footfall for the traders of the town.
Further details will be announced in the August issue of Focus.

Highways Agency (HA)

The Highways Agency has confirmed that due to
national cut-backs they will not be undertaking certain
amenity cutting of grass verges along the A49 unless those
particular areas caused danger in visibility to the highway.
As many of you will have noticed this resulted in the grass
verges on the eastern side of the A49, adjacent to the traffic
light junction, looking like a ‘jungle’ until it was eventually
cut by the HA at the end of May. The Town Clerk and the
Mayor are now in discussions with HA in order to try to
remedy this situation. This could be a lengthy negotiation
due to the strict Health and Safety requirements and
procedures adopted by HA. It is hoped that the negotiations
will be successful so that these verges can be kept as neat
as those maintained by CSTC at the entrance to the Park
on the west side of the A49. HA have confirmed that if
‘guerrilla’ teams tackle this situation and if an accident
occurs, neither HA nor CSTC can be held responsible.

CSTC Annual Meeting

Through Community Messaging we issue information
on an ‘as and when’ basis to 43 local organisations who
have registered an interest, and they then pass information
received to their members. The information is also sent to
all members of the Chamber of Trade. Of course, not all
the information issued is of interest to any one particular
group, but there are times when something is applicable to
them and they are very pleased to have it. If anyone would
like their contact e-mail address to be included on the
distribution list, please let the Town Council Office know.

Planning Issues

Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60 High Street. There is a link on the Town Website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) to the Shropshire Council
planning portal which can also be accessed direct at www.
shropshire.gov.uk

NOTE: As from 1st June Shropshire Council stopped
issuing paper copies of plans so they will no longer be
available in the Town Council office to view, but can be
accessed on line at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Chairman

All Stretton Village Hall AGM
This will be held on Tuesday 10th July at 7.30 pm. This
will start with a short slide show of our recent Jubilee
celebrations followed by the AGM. For information or to
make nominations please contact 723706.
Jean Huff

As no-one called for an election to be held, this vacancy
for North Ward was filled by Co-option at the June meeting
of the Town Council. Details of the successful applicant will
be in the next issue of Focus or can be viewed on the website
or office window.

Skate Park

An enthusiastic group has formed to look at fund-raising
to create a new concrete skate park area in the Park, close
to the existing area. They are currently sourcing costs and
funding streams and will be reporting directly to the Town
Council’s Amenities Committee. Anyone interested in
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£100 263		
£20 394		

£50 427
£10 573
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Casual Vacancy

Plans are in place to plant some trees to commemorate
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The Community Group
have been given permission to plant a tree on the War
Memorial Mound to compliment the three coronation
oaks on the Burway Road triangle, and to replace the
missing plaques to those three oaks. Thanks to the Group
for the generous offer.
Also our local Tree Group is in discussion with the
Town Council, Shropshire Council and residents regarding
planting some trees on the millennium pathway between
Church Stretton and All Stretton. Firm proposals are
currently being drawn up regarding species, location and
costs and residents will be consulted for their views before
a firm decision is made.

July 2012

At the Annual Meeting of the Town Council in May,
Cllr Tom Beaumont was elected Chairman/Town Mayor and
Cllr Anne Stafford was elected Vice-Chairman/Deputy Town
Mayor. Retiring Mayor, Cllr Bob Welch was thanked for his
hard work during his four-year term of office.
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Stretton Climate Care
Duck Day Success!

C

ardingmill Valley and the National Trust saw the most successful
Duck Races ever on Saturday 5th May. Excitement was high as the
high performance ducks took part in ten sponsored races during
the day, cheered on by enthusiastic duck racers of all ages. Conditions
changed during the course of the day, so various ducks were able to exploit
the difference, as the water level declined during the events, from torrent at
the beginning to something more ‘sedate’ at the end.
Stretton Climate Care is extremely grateful to all those who came and
supported the event, but particularly to our sponsors: Acorn Café, Acton
Scott Working Farm Museum, The Buck’s Head, Camping and Outdoor
Leisure, Chocolate Haven, Entertaining Elephants, Jemima’s Kitchen,
Jon Cooke (Chairman), Kaboodle, and Kate Johnson (in memory of her
mother).
One mystery remains: Where is Duck 39? Despite all our best efforts,
his escape bid was successful. Information as to his whereabouts (in
confidence!) to Stretton Climate Care please.
David Howard, Press and Publicity Officer, 722904

Learn Mindfulness Meditation

Light in the Tunnel

W

The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a programme of talks and walks throughout 2012.
Events are 50p to Local Group Members and £2 to non-members
Coming up:
21st July – Wildlife walk on the Long Mynd. 10.00am Meet at Pole Cottage, (Grid reference: SO 413 938)
Half or Full Day Walk. Bring picnic. Leader: Trevor Halsey 01694 724268
Evening indoor meetings resume in September.
For further information visit our website, www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

July mag 2012.indd 9

StRETTON FOCUS

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
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hatever we are experiencing in our lives we are
constantly being encouraged to look toward the
end of This and the beginning of That: to look
for the light at the end of the tunnel. But what happens
when we get to the end of the tunnel? More than likely we’ll
find another tunnel, with or without light at the end of it.
It has become ingrained in us to always strive to get
somewhere else, to set goals, to know where we want to
be in 10 years’ time, to plan our holidays 12 months in
advance. Whilst this can be a very effective way to achieve
the things we want out of life, it can also lead to a lot of
dissatisfaction and unhappiness with the way things are in
the here and now.
The practice of Mindfulness can help us to get more
out of the here and now, and at the same to know more
about what we want out of life. ‘Mindfulness means paying
attention in a particular way: on purpose, in the present

moment, and non-judgementally.’ These are the words
of Jon Kabat-Zinn, a psychologist who developed the
Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction programme to help all
of us, not just the spiritually minded, to find benefit in the
practice of Mindfulness. The practices and exercises can help
us get more out of life, more of the time, and they can also
help us to cope and not be overwhelmed when our tunnel
feels particularly dark.
When we start to pay attention in a particular way and
non-judgementally we may find that there is light in the
tunnel, not just at the end of it. In fact, we may find that it’s
not a tunnel at all, that the path we are on offers many more
opportunities and experiences than simply getting to the
other end of it.
The Mindfulness Group is offering an eight week course,
based on Jon Kabat-Zinn’s work, to help you investigate
Mindfulness practice. In the two hour sessions there is a
chance to practice and discuss the exercises to support the
home practice that will hopefully lead to finding more
fulfilment, more of the time.
Joe Collins and Rachel Finch-Lees are leading the weekly
sessions from 4pm-6pm starting Thursday 12th July at the
Mayfair Community Centre. There is a charge of £36 for the
course which covers costs of room hire, CDs, handouts etc. For
more information and to book a place, please contact Joe Collins
on 07906 081907, or email joe@mindfulnessgroup.co.uk.
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UNA News
‘What Price Peace?’

D

ame Margaret Anstee DCMG
has 40 years of experience in the
United Nations. She spoke to a
large and attentive audience at a meeting
organised by the local United Nations
Association in May. She called her talk
‘What Price Peace?’ and said the aim is
always to search for a political solution to
conflict rather than a military one.
The founding principles of
peacekeeping, as laid down by Dag
Hammaskold are consensus (the UN
only enters a country with permission),
impartiality (not the same as neutrality)
Left to right: Anne Heath, John Annetts, Dame Margaret Anstee, Ruth Davies, Pam
and minimum use of force. Over the
Rush (seated), Keith Maddison, David Oliver
years these principles have been eroded:
consensus is difficult when the UN does
not have permission to enter the country; impartiality is
problematic and today more force is needed to maintain the world. It is in the self-interest of the developed nations
to minimise the causes of conflict. Many in the audience
safety of UN personnel.
bought copies of Dame Margaret’s autobiography ‘Never
Dame Margaret listed some of the UN’s successes in
Learn To Type’ which she duly signed. The chairperson, Pam
peacekeeping operations and some of its failures. In some
cases peace had been achieved but was subsequently found to Rush, reminded the audience that UNA is an organisation
be fragile, as in East Timor. She maintained that peacekeeping independent from the UN. It seeks to uphold and
alone is not enough. The aim is to build sustainable peace that strengthen the UN and sometimes to criticise it.
The next meeting will be on Friday 27th July from
will last long after the troops have left the country. Sustainable
peace, she said, is related to sustainable development. Peace is 10.30 to noon. For the venue please ring 724171 or 724304.
The speaker will be Adrian Cullis who works for the Food
difficult to achieve in a world where a billion people do not
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO).
have enough to eat and have no say in their destiny. Some
other destabilising factors which need to be dealt with before He currently leads the Disaster Risk Management Task Force
peace can be sustained are better access to clean water, threats (DRM-ATF) in Ethiopia, where he is based. Adrian will talk
about the devastating effects of the drought in Ethiopia and,
from climate change, debt, drugs and arms trafficking.
more broadly, about the situation of pastoralism in the Horn
Economic migration, she said, only transfers these
of Africa.				Ruth Davies
problems from developing countries to the developed

Recipe of the Month

StRETTON FOCUS July 2012

Apricot and Orange Traybake.
I find this recipe very useful as it will keep in the fridge for three or four days in an airtight container and can be served
with cream or custard to a hungry family. It can even be eaten cold.
Ingredients:
5 oz salted butter(softened)
7 oz caster sugar
3 eggs (lightly beaten)
1¾ oz plain flour
6½ oz self raising flour
6 fresh apricots (halved and pitted)
finely grated zest of three oranges
1 tbsp Demerara sugar
Method:
Preheat the oven to 170C (325F) (Gas 3) and line a 13½ x 8 x 1¼ (inches!) baking tin with baking parchment. Cream
the butter and sugar together in a large bowl until pale and add the beaten eggs in two stages, mixing to a smooth batter at
each stage. Add the orange zest.
Mix the flour together, add it to the mixture and mix to a smooth paste. Put the mixture into the prepared baking tin
and level with a knife. Arrange the apricots, cut side up, on the surface of the mixture then sprinkle the Demerara sugar
over it. Bake in the preheated oven for around 40 minutes. A skewer inserted in the middle will tell you if it is cooked. Turn
it out on to a wire rack and cut it into squares. Very good served warm with cream or custard. Happy cooking!
‘Her Ladyship
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Rushbury CE Primary School News

T

he first half of the summer term
started off as a very busy time
for pupils at Rushbury. For the
parents and Friends of Rushbury School
it brought a fund raising event in the
form of ‘Bags2School’ collection, which
was very well supported!! Thank you
to all of the parents and friends of the
school for the masses of bags collected!!
It has meant that all those clothes that
have now been outgrown can now go
to a good cause whilst at the same time
raising funds for the school.
On 30th May the whole school
made a once in a lifetime visit to see the
‘Olympic Torch’ as it travelled through
Shrewsbury. This was very much
enjoyed by both the pupils and staff!!
This was a great opportunity for the
school and something that I am sure
the children will talk about for years to
come.
On the 31st May, to celebrate the
‘Queen’s Diamond Jubilee’ the school
held a ‘Street Party’ in the form of an
outdoor picnic, and yes the rain did
hold off (just) where both parents and

governors were invited to help
join in the celebration. This was
a brilliant lunchtime street party;
the children had dressed up in red,
white and blue with many having
spent a lot of time on costumes
and face painting. Flags were
waved with the children really
getting into the spirit of what the
celebration was all about.
On the 22nd June, thanks
to ‘The Friends Of Rushbury
School’ we held our annual fun evening
This event is open to anyone who
- a time for the children to relax and
would like to come along and is not
enjoy themselves with a bouncy castle, restricted to existing or former pupils
donkey rides, sports and games.
of Rushbury School.
For further information please
Open Day
contact the school office, 771233
For past, present and future pupils and
their families
Dates for your diary
Tuesday, 10th July at Rushbury School Friday 6th July Our Farmers Market
1.30pm - 3.00pm and 3.30pm to 6.00pm to be held at the school 10.00am to
Come and meet the staff
11.30am all welcome!!
Refreshments provided in the
Saturday 21st July Rushbury Fete:
Sycamores by the school governors
funds raised to be divided between
See displays of work from across the
St Peter’s Church, Rushbury and
school year
Rushbury School.
Helen Morgan, governor, Rushbury School

RNLI French Bike Challenge – made it!

J

the early hours ready to leap out of bed. The bike held up
well although the chain and several gears will need replacing
as heavily worn by the strenuous effort.
Jim would like to thank all who sponsored him on behalf
of the RNLI (and his supportive and long-suffering wife
Rose who cycled back from Plymouth after seeing him onto
the cross-Channel ferry!) The final amount raised should be
known by the date of the next Focus. In the meantime if you
missed the collection boxes and sponsorship forms in shops
around Church Stretton during the run up to the ride and
would like to make a donation to this worthy cause, please
ring Eric on 724330.

Trivia Corner No 104 by Ken Willis

Strawberry Cream Tea
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For Cancer Research UK
Sunday 22nd July
Free entry, Plant Stall, Cake Stall, Raffle
At Essex Lodge, All Stretton. From 2.00pm - 4.00pm
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1. The TV show ‘Angels’ centred round which
profession?
2. In 1955, whose first starring role was as Cat Trask in
the film ‘East of Eden’?
3. Which New York cop ate lollipops?
4. In the film ‘The Alamo’, which famous real-life hero
was played by John Wayne?
5. Who is Paul Merton’s opposing captain in ‘Have I
Got News for You?’

July 2012

im completed the epic race across France well inside the
allotted time and returned to Church Stretton in time to
enjoy a beer at the MusicFest evening in Rectory
Field. His training around Shropshire, outlined in
previous editions of Focus, proved effective and he always
felt he was physically capable of completing the Challenge.
However the mental side, for which he could not prepare,
was much more daunting. He describes the last half day as
“unpleasant” in that the Vosges mountains, driving rain,
accumulated mileage in the legs and the French lorries all
seemed out to get him! Having had to make 5.00am starts
on each of the four days, he still finds himself waking up in
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The Liturgy and Bees

S
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ome weeks ago the first Easter Triduum was celebrated
with the newly translated liturgy. Among the glories
of the Vigil ceremony celebrated on Holy Saturday
evening are the lighting of the Paschal Candle and the
singing of the Exsultet, the hymn glorifying the risen Lord.
The new translation, that reflects the original Latin more
closely than its predecessor, happily includes the words:
“On this night of grace, accept this candle, the work of
bees and your servant’s hands...” and in the next verse, “But
now we know the praises of this pillar for it is fed by melting
wax, drawn out by mother bees to build a torch so precious”.
At a time when bees are threatened in many parts of
the world it is reassuring to see them acknowledged at the
very heart of the most important religious festival in the
Church’s calendar. I am not aware of any other member of
the insect world similarly honoured. Bees and their produce
are also mentioned elsewhere in the Bible. Canaan was a
land flowing with milk and honey and we know of St John
the Baptist’s diet of locusts and wild honey. While “every
creeping thing of the ground after its kind” in the account
of the flood in Genesis might refer to insects, it does scant
justice to the noble and industrious honey bee.
The translators may have been technically incorrect
in crediting the mother bee as the wax maker, since wax
making is done by the workers. They are not mothers, and
the queen bee’s only function is to lay the eggs that ensure
the survival of the colony. However we should be grateful to
the translators for mentioning the work of bees, for they are
indeed the most virtuous of creatures.
We should pause to consider how they work so
industriously to ensure the survival of the colony; how they
establish and maintain a community where each bee has
her job to perform for the good of all; how they will make
the ultimate sacrifice in the face of attacks on their hive by
predators (from wasps to mice to woodpeckers) that wish to
take their honey (just as we do!) or their wax. There is much
that we can learn from observing the honey bee. As Pope Pius
XII said in addressing a delegation of Italian bee keepers, if
we could learn to do by intelligence and wisdom what bees
do by instinct, how much better the world would be.
Andrew Tweedie

Ludlow Assembly Rooms
Events in July
Friday 29 June – Sunday 8 July
Ludlow Festival
Monday 2 July 7.30pm
Matthew Sweet presents Went the Day Well :An illustrated
talk. Tickets £15
Tuesday 3 July 7.30pm
Niamh Parsons and Graham Dunne in Concert
Tickets £10.
Wednesday 4th July, 7.30pm
Mavis Nicholson presents A Matter of Life and Death
Tickets £10
Friday 6 July
Sheelanagig
Sheelanagig: a unique blend of Balkan Folk Mayhem
Tickets £14 /£12. http://sheelanagig.co.uk
Saturday 7 July, 7.30pm
Ludlow Choral Society presents On Broadway
Tickets £12
Friday 13 July, 7.45pm
Ratpack Boys present The Legends of Swing
Classic Swing meets modern theatre. Tickets £15 /£12
Friday 20 July
Clearer Productions presents Broadway and Beyond
Tickets £15 /£14
Saturday 21 July 2012, 7.30pm
Kakatsitsi Master Drummers from Ghana
Friday 27 July, 8pm
Tanya Walker Tickets £10 / £8
Full programme and details from Ludlow Assembly Rooms
1 Mill Street, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1AZ
Box Office 01584 878141, www.ludlowassemblyrooms.co.uk

News from Scrappies

A

t the time of writing this (early June) we are hoping that Scrappies is, at long last, open again
following the completion of our long-awaited roof repairs and general refurbishment. We hit a
number of ‘snags’ on the way, not least being water pouring through an open roof during the height
of the April storms, which necessitated further closure while the water damage was sorted out.
However, we are now (hopefully!) up and running again and look forward to welcoming you to our
newly decorated, warm, dry store, if you haven’t already called in to have a look. Many, many thanks go to the staff,
especially Irene Briscoe, management committee and army of volunteers who have worked tirelessly to get the store through
a very difficult time.
More good news – thanks to a grant from the Local Joint Committee, Scrappies is able to put on a programme of
children’s workshops during the school holidays, starting with the coming summer holidays. These workshops are always very
popular and advance booking is essential. Contact us on the number below or check out our website for dates and times.
We always need volunteers so please think of us if you have any spare time and would like to do something different!
Scrappies, Lutwyche Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6AT 01694 722511
Email: info@scrappies.org Website: www.scrappies.org. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
We are open Saturday, 10am – 2pm; Wednesday, 11am – 7pm; Thursday, 10am – 4pm
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T

Olympic Summer
Holiday Club

O

ur free ‘Champion’s Challenge’ Summer Holiday Club
is being held on 23rd, 24th and 25th July, from10am
until 3pm on the Monday and Tuesday and from 10am
until 4.30pm on the Wednesday with Fun Sports and barbeque
at the end, when parents are invited from 3pm until 4.30pm.
It will be held at St Laurence’s Parish Centre and led by trained
and experienced children’s workers from the Church. There will
be all sorts of activities, games, drama, crafts, a gunge tank and
fun bible stories with a flavour of the Olympics throughout.
School age children are all welcome but they must fill in a
registration form and return it to St Lawrence’s School before
July 9th to avoid disappointment. Children will not be allowed
to come on the day unless previously registered.
Contact Sarah Robinson (Children’s worker) for further
information on: 01694 771248

StRETTON FOCUS
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012 is certainly a year to remember
with the Diamond Jubilee weekend
and the journey of the Olympic
torch through the country leading us to
the Olympics. St Lawrence’s has definitely
taken the opportunity to celebrate these two
events in a memorable way. The school had
an exciting day a few weeks ago to celebrate
the Queen’s Jubilee: the whole school had a Jubilee Tea Party and
all the children (as well as the teachers and staff!), were dressed
in red, white and blue in recognition of the occasion. Everybody
contributed generously by bringing party food and making great
decorations. The bunting looked fantastic in the classrooms. The
children played some games in the afternoon. What a special way
to finish off the half term.
Classes 6 and 9 along with quite a few children and parents
from other classes had an exciting day as they went to Much
Wenlock to see theOlympic Torch being carried through the
town. One of the torch bearers was Hilary Bank who came to
school afterwards and the children were able to see and touch the
Olympic Torch. A real privilege! Some children in years 4 and 5
have been studying the Olympics as part of their Greek theme and
have looked at the role of Much Wenlock and particulary of Sir
William Brookes in the formation of the modern Olympics.
In the semi-final of the Shropshire Schools & Colleges FA
tournament, Luca Griffiths, the boys’ U11 goalkeeper, made
himself a hero by saving 2 penalties out of 3 to send the team
through to the final! The County Final took place at Shrewsbury
Town Football Club where despite playing well, they lost to a
strong Oakmeadow team. It was a great achievement for the team
to reach the final though.
The school Tag Rugby team took part in an 18 team
competition at Ludlow FC earlier this year, which is an event
run by west Mercia police and is the first stage of the ‘Tag to
Twickenham’ national competition. After winning this local
competition, the 8 boys and 4 girls won the regional tournament
at Worcester Warriors RFC and are now through to the Midlands
Final. This squad has played brilliantly as a team and is a real
credit to the school. We wish them all the best for the Midlands
Final.
Laure Pepper
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he theme of the Easter
Offering service this year
for Methodist Women in
Britain was ‘Entertaining Angels’.
Although angels were mentioned and discussed
(always an interesting subject) the thoughts were
centred around entertaining strangers both in our
worship and in our daily lives.
A question asked recently by leaders of the
Methodist Church, a question both for ministers
and leaders of worship and for members of our
congregations was “would you feel confident in
inviting visitors to a Sunday morning service,
confident that they would be made to feel welcome
and ‘at home’?”
I feel certain that visitors to most of our
churches are made to feel very welcome and have
been told so on many an occasion by visitors.
However of the ‘comfortable’ part I am not sure.
We are all so familiar with our various services that
sometimes it is hard to see them from the eyes of a
‘stranger.’
At our Methodist Church in Craven Arms
we fairly recently extended an open invitation to
members of the local community to join us after
the Sunday morning service, for coffee and biscuits
regardless of whether or not they had attended the
service.
The response was poor, but one Sunday
morning a lady joined us for coffee and was
chatting away to two of our members when I
joined them. When our two ladies left and I was
alone with her she confided in me that it had taken
great courage for her to come into the hall simply
because she couldn’t see what was inside. She also
said that was true of the church itself. The doors
though glass, and one door usually open until the
start of the service, didn’t give a clear view of what
was inside. So perhaps entertaining strangers isn’t so
much what we offer them once they are inside, but
more about making it easy for them to come in, in
the first place.
I am not sure what the answer is but it is well
worth some thought. Maybe the person ‘meeting
and greeting’ the people should be outside
(weather permitting) rather than inside, but it is
disconcerting to think that anyone contemplating
coming into church should be discouraged and turn
away because they could not see what was inside.
This of course is where outdoor worship has
such an advantage. Anyone planning to come is safe
in that they can see what is going on, and so people
intending to come and also ‘passing trade’ are all
able to join in.
John Wesley had tremendous success with his
outdoor preaching; everyone was welcome and
many a life was transformed by what they heard in
those gatherings. I love outdoor worship. I am not
so sure I could cope with the horse! May we never
miss an opportunity to entertain any angels that
might come our way.
Rev Hazel Ratcliffe.
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Arts Festival - The Final Call

T

his year we have a superb programme and we have tried
to include something for everyone. There are about
three weeks left to book up and enjoy this year’s rich
offering. Do it now...or you will forget it and say “Oh, I would
have liked to have gone to that!!” For our last minute survey we
will divide into The Classical Core, Lively, Drama and Practical
so you can pick out what is more to your taste.
Classical Core.
For this we have an outstanding array of performers.
Who would have thought we could lure Pascal Rogé AND
Tasmin Little to one Festival? Pascal Rogé is one of the great
interpreters of French piano music, and for several years, he
has enjoyed playing duet recitals with his partner in life and
music, Ami. Tasmin Little has performed concertos with
major orchestras throughout the world, and we are lucky to
have Martin Roscoe accompanying her; a solo pianist in his
own right, he recently performed the Beethoven 1st Piano
Concerto with the Shrewsbury Symphony Orchestra.

StRETTON FOCUS
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At the centre of the Haydn Lute Trio is David Parsons
who plays the lute (a sort of guitar with a deep round
back) and the theorbo (a sort of lute with a long neck
and long strings which play deeper bass notes). He will be
accompanied by a violin and a cello to treat us to a feast of
Haydn and contemporaries. Opus Anglicanum will appear in
St Laurence’s Church. Described recently in Choral Journal
of America as ‘one of the most intriguing and entertaining
ensembles currently performing’, they will bring us an
evocation of an imaginary country Manor House in music
from mediaeval chant to Elgar and readings from Beowulf to
Nancy Mitford.
Lively
Jacqui Dankworth has to be the highlight of this category,
together with the wonderful Midland Youth Jazz Orchestra.
She was a sell-out when she visited two years ago and she will
almost certainly be again for our opening event at Concord.
Classico Latino, again returning by popular demand, will
give us another exciting evening. Ivan Guevara-Bernal, Lizzie
Ball and Graham Walker have developed new interpretations
of the serenades and songs of the Fiesta; the unique style
they evolved brings together traditional Latin-American

melodies and rhythms with classical techniques to produce a
phenomenal new sound. Huw Wiggin is this year’s Haverhill
Music Competition prize-winner, and an outstanding
saxophone player. Again we have ‘two for the price of one’
as James Sherlock, his accompanist performs, widely as a
soloist, accompanist and chamber musician throughout the
UK and abroad.
Our Teatime Concert is a delicious occasion with a
cream tea after a short concert; the duo of Louise SalmondSmith (recorders) and David Butler (piano) comprise
‘Baroquenroll’. Their performances are always popular, and
they played to a packed house at a Coffee Concert in 2010.
‘School’s out’ is one of the jewels in our crown and
certainly qualifies for the ‘Lively’ label. Over 60 young people
will join our coaches for a four-day singing, dancing and drama
course. Then they will put on one of the most impressive, fresh
and inspiring shows. You will emerge revitalised and full of
hope after experiencing this amazingly energetic musical revue.
Drama
Rebecca Vaughan’s ‘I, Elizabeth’ is real
drama. She is back by popular acclaim after her
visit two years ago with ‘Austen’s Women’. I,
Elizabeth portrays the inner turmoil of balancing
queenship with being a full and frighteningly
strong woman. Colin Dexter is an articulate and
amusing speaker who will give insights into the
challenge of transforming a full-length novel
into a 90-minute screen drama as well as talking
about John Thaw and his own walk-on parts in
each episode of the acclaimed drama.
Simon Hoggart is one of the most
scintillating gossips of our age but he is also a
serious political commentator. Chairman of the
‘News Quiz’ for 12 years, frequent contributor
to ‘Grumpy Old Men’, Guardian journalist and
wine critic for the Spectator, Simon will delight
you with insights into the top people who have
made our recent history.
Practical
Could you get better value for £2 than a
glass of wine and the first viewing of the 600 or so offerings
at our Art and Crafts exhibition? This is a rhetorical question
as the answer is patently
obvious. See you at
the opening ..... and,
of course, you can
visit the Exhibition
throughout the
Festival. We also
hope to see you at
our ‘Fanfare of Owls’
in the Market Square
between 11.00am
and 3.00pm on 21st
August, when Gill and
Peter Hales will display
their collection of owls
from midgets to monsters.
We did think about a circus
elephant to advertise the
opening but decided this was
more fitting!
Drawing: Rory McCann
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Trees for the Jubilee

O

nce all the flags and
bunting have been put
away we hope to have a
more lasting project to celebrate
and commemorate the Jubilee. The
Church Stretton Tree Group, with
the support of the Town Council,
proposes to plant some trees
alongside the Millennium hedge on
Shrewsbury Road, between the school playing fields and Star
Lane, All Stretton. There are already some trees surviving in
the hedge, particularly oak trees in the stretch at All Stretton.
We plan to supplement these, with some other trees, where
there are gaps and we will be consulting with local residents
over the summer. The proposal includes planting some
smaller native trees including rowans. If possible we hope to
be able to do the planting in November or December.
There is an established tradition of planting trees to
mark special occasions and Church Stretton already has
some trees planted for previous jubilees and coronations.
The Woodland Trust has been instrumental in encouraging
tree planting for this Jubilee and they have recently
announced the creation of 60 Diamond Woods with at least
60 acres, as well as 250 smaller Jubilee Woods. They (with
the help of the public) have already planted over 3 million
trees and are hoping to reach 6 million by the end of the
year. Hopefully a few more trees in Church Stretton will
help them to reach their target.
If you would like to support or help with the project or
if you would like more information contact Hilary Hymas
on 01694 723208 or email hilary.hymas@virgin.net.

Kiwi Garden
Party at
Jemima’s Kitchen

T

he Christchurch earthquake
was a powerful natural event
that severely damaged New Zealand’s second-largest
city, Christchurch, killing 185 people in one of the nation’s
deadliest peacetime disasters. My son and his family now
live in New Zealand so I have a strong affinity with the
country and its people and in January this year I saw at firsthand the devastation caused.
Back home in the Strettons, I wanted to raise awareness
of the problems the people of Christchurch are facing as
they struggle to come to terms with the effects of the disaster
and, as a consequence, I have set up a Christchurch Youth
Trust ‘Endeavour’ Scholarship Fund, so named after the
British Royal Navy research vessel commanded by Captain
James Cook on his first voyage of discovery to Australia and
New Zealand in the late 18th Century.
Between 9.30am and 5pm on Friday 27 July 2012,
Jemima’s Kitchen at Victoria House, will offer customers a
‘special Antipodean’ menu. On offer will be Australian and
New Zealand treats such as pavlova (topped with kiwi fruit,
of course), lamingtons, banana bread and Jemima’s freshlymade scones with strawberries and cream. There will be
music in the garden, courtesy of Richard Elliott, a raffle and
local cards for sale. Proceeds and donations from the day
will go towards the Christchurch Youth Trust ‘Endeavour’
Scholarship Fund so I do hope you can join us.
Brenda Alexander

24/7 ROOFING & GUTTERING SERVICES
THE SPECIALIST ROOFING COMPANY
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EST. FOR OVER 30 YEARS

✓ FELT ROOFS
✓ SLATING
✓ TILING
✓ ROOF CLEANING
✓ SHEET ROOFING
ALSO SPECIALISING IN:

✓ GUTTER CLEANING
✓ GUTTER REPAIR OR RENEWAL
✓ RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL
✓ DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs
✓ FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

Tel: 01584 878728 or 07977 560763
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‘Lest We Forget’- how men went to the Moon – Pt 1

I

always interested in the use of rockets for spaceflight and
tried to push their governments in that direction.
A real spur to the development of rocketry for space
flight was the International Geophysical Year (IGY) of
1957/8, a period of international effort in the sciences.
Both the USA and USSR had reached a point in rocket
development where putting an artificial satellite into orbit
around the Earth had become feasible. And, of course, a
race developed to achieve this. The American programme
at least, was conducted in the full daylight of publicity, and
the public at last showed some interest in the idea of space
flight (one manifestation in the UK was the start in 1957
of Patrick Moore’s ‘Sky at Night’ astronomy TV programme,
which has run ever since). Because of this new awareness,
and because the USA and the USSR were both striving
to project their own societies as the ideal, and to bring the
‘uncommitted nations’ within their orbit, success in space
became a matter of national prestige. And in the matter of
national prestige, the world’s most technologically advanced
nation, the United States, was in for a huge shock.
To the astonishment of the world, and above all, to
the Americans, the USSR successfully put the world’s first
artificial satellite ‘Sputnik I’ into orbit on 4th October 1957.
Americans found it hard to conceive that such a ‘backward’
nation could possibly be ahead of them in technology. The
idea of a Russian satellite passing over the United States,
beyond all possibility of interception, together with the
mysterious ‘bleeping’ noise emitted by Sputnik brought out
all of American Cold War paranoia. Their scientists were
forced to go all-out in pursuit. But before the Americans
could do anything, the Russians trumped them yet again on
3 November 1957, when they launched Sputnik 2 carrying
a live dog called ‘Laika’.
The American response was the attempted launch of
the Vanguard satellite on 6th December 1957, which blew
up on the pad. This severe blow to American prestige,
captured live on TV, was made worse by the fact that the
satellite itself was blown clear and ‘bleeped’ forlornly from
the ground a short distance away. They finally succeeded
in launching Explorer I on 31st January 1958, using one
of von Braun’s rockets, but the damage had already been
done. Nevertheless, the space age had truly begun, and
many more satellites were launched in the years to come,
eventually leading to today’s vital communications and
weather satellites.
To Be Continued!
Norman Wallace

Sunday 15th July at 10.30am
Lower Wood, All Stretton
It’s back again by popular demand! Starting from Lower Wood with a 12 mile route up to Pole
Bank, through Church Stretton, then up and over Caer Caradoc to finish.
Come along and either walk (or run) this challenging, yet enjoyable route.
Sponsorship or entry fee options. (Entry fee £6.00). Refreshments provided at the start.
With spaces limited, register your interest now by e-mailing Lisa Ryan at info@
hollycottagechurchstretton.co.uk or by text or call to 07739721459
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t is now 39 years since Gene Cernan stepped aboard
the Apollo 17 spacecraft and prepared to lift off the
Moon’s surface. Thus ended what was in my opinion the
greatest era in the history of mankind – the era of manned
Moon flight. A whole new generation has reached maturity
since that time, a generation that, in many cases, views the
period with little interest, and, in the case of a few cranks,
with scepticism. It is an era whose story should be told again
and again, lest we forget. I plan to tell this story from its
beginning.
The idea of a flight to the Moon did not originate in the
second half of the twentieth century. Cyrano de Bergerac
envisaged a trip using firecrackers as rockets. Jules Verne
imagined a capsule being fired from a huge cannon. HG
Wells impressed us with his anti-gravity substance ‘Cavorite’.
But unfortunately, firecrackers are a little lacking in energy
for such a journey; the acceleration produced by a huge
cannon would leave the occupants as a nasty flat mess on the
floor of their capsule; and anti-gravity remains an unrealised
(and probably unrealisable) dream.
So, a technology capable of making such a journey
practical emerged, at least as a foreseeable prospect, only
at the end of the Second World War. Nazi Germany had
developed the first ballistic missile, the V2 rocket, which
caused so much damage to London and Antwerp, in the last
year of the war. Their rocket technology was far in advance
of anything possessed by the Allies, who nevertheless duly
won the war through the production of enormous amounts
of less advanced weaponry.
The end of the war marked the beginning of the ‘Cold
War’ with the ‘West’ (effectively the USA), in confrontation
with the USSR, and involved an unprecedented arms race.
There is little doubt that it was out of this confrontation
and arms race that the idea of manned space travel began to
take serious shape. The first manifestation of it was a ‘race’
to grab the German scientists who had worked on the V2
rocket and spirit them away to either the USA or the USSR.
The Americans gained the ‘prize’ – Werner von Braun the
director of the V2 project, but the Russians also obtained a
number of important participants. Such men and their teams
were put to work in their respective adopted homes and
would make important contributions to the development of
rocketry.
Needless to say, in the climate of the times, such rocketry
was largely conceived as a weapon to target the ‘other side’
(what would later became Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles
– the natural extension of the V2). But some scientists,
particularly von Braun, despite his V2 involvement, were
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Stretton Mail Coach Accident

The Day the Mail Coach overturned in Church Stretton. Part one

T

Broome held the contract for
horsing the mail from Church
Stretton to Ludlow.
John Baldwin, an exile writing
from Manchester in 1901 tells us in
an interesting letter, that the Mail
at that time was driven by Galloway
and Bool who in his words ‘could
do a drop of gin.’ We are not told
who the whip (driver) was, but
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difficult. (It was said later that the
horse may have been stung by a
bee.) Finding it impossible to get
the saddle on the horse, Broome
decided to subdue it by including
it as a wheeler among the four
horses prepared for the arrival
of the Mail coach. Apparently,
the horse proved so vicious that
it took four men to assist to put
it to the carriage. The
coachman was cautioned
and the horseman led the
unruly horse off about 20
yards. The moment he
let go, the horse rushed
forward, driving the coach
up the bank which was
instantly overturned.
The coach fell on
Bernardo, sitting on
the off-side, and the
portmanteau then fell on
him. The coach was lifted
and Bernardo suffering
internal injuries was
carried back to The Talbot
and laid in the ‘travellers’ room’.
the accident on this occasion was
Dr Mott was called who would
not caused by alcohol. It was,
identify that besides other bruises,
counsel declared at the subsequent
Bernardo’s right thigh was broken
court
case
in
Shrewsbury
the
The Talbot innkeeper, Mr Broome
in two places.
following year (1829), caused by
A significant Stretton name at
We can have little doubt
‘the carelessness and cupidity of
this time was Broome. He held
Broome.... we must teach them that that while serious, these kinds of
much land and property about
injuries were common-place. If
they can not trifle with the safety
the town and was the proprietor
of the public with impunity...’ Our the patient was to survive, they
of the Talbot coaching inn on
required to be immobilised for
casualty, Bernardo Moro was the
the Shrewsbury to Bristol Road.
many weeks. Such injuries were
Broome had the contract to horse man servant to Mr Watson. He
costly and this is why we learn
was
particularly
well-liked
and
‘no
the mail. This was the heyday of
gentleman had a more active, honest of this incident. It was Broome’s
coaching, the mail coach being
or obliging servant than Mr Watson bad luck that the injured plaintiff
the most important of all road
had in Bernardo. He was a favourite Bernardo should be the favourite
traffic. When the mail coach
of a legal-eagle, the senior barrister
with all who knew Mr Watson.’
came through town, all traffic
on the Oxford circuit, Mr Watson.
Bernardo had taken his
had to part to allow its right of
Alan Brisbourne
place on the Hereford mail in
way, the turnpike bars would be
Shrewsbury. The coach was greatly
opened and the posting stations
overloaded with luggage, and in
would have a fresh change of
horses ready to be hitched, upon addition to that on the roof was
its arrival. The coach announced a ‘large and heavy portmanteau
1. Nursing
suspended on the off-side to the
its progress by horn blown. The
2. James Dean
lamp iron’. Previous to the arrival
mail had a schedule to keep and
there were penalties to those who of the mail at Stretton, Thomas
3. Kojak
Broome (son) had gone into
delayed its timetable, be they
4. Davy Crockett
the stable to make ready horses
toll-gate keepers or innkeepers
for whatever traffic might pass
unready with fresh horses. The
5. Ian Hislop
through. He tried to saddle one
guard’s blunderbuss and pistols
horse which proved particularly
removed other hindrances.

hese are exciting times. The
digitization of newspaper
archives, county records
and family memorabilia is
allowing us a view of the life of
our ancestors such as no recent
generation has been able to enjoy.
One local record, which has
recently come to light, is the day
the Royal Mail coach overturned
near World’s End corner,
here in Church Stretton.
In itself, this would
not have been unusual
and would have left no
record except that on this
occasion, a passenger was
seriously injured. This
passenger, a servant, had
important connections,
and the subsequent civil
action provides us with
details about Stretton
previously not enjoyed.
The date was Monday
August 4th 1828. The
coach was the Chester to
Hereford mail. The injured party
was a Spaniard, Bernado Moro.
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Marie Curie
Cancer Care
Walk Ten Comes to Weston Park!
arie Curie Cancer Care
is holding a summer
evening walk at Weston
Park on Friday 27th July 2012
and is calling on everyone to take
part to help Marie Curie Nurses
provide more free care to people
with terminal illnesses in their own
homes.
The 10k walk and celebration
at Weston Park is one of a series of
unique ‘Walk Ten’ events taking
place at 25 beautiful locations
across the UK, sponsored by home
emergency insurer HomeServe for a
fantastic third year.
The Weston Park event starts at 6pm and following
the walk there will be fun activities throughout the
evening such as fireworks, live music and picnics to
celebrate the work of Marie Curie Nurses. Registration
is £10 per person (children go free) and everyone is
encouraged to raise as much as possible to support
Marie Curie Cancer Care. All the funds raised will
allow Marie Curie Nurses to provide more hours of
care, totally free, for terminally ill people in their own
homes and in the charity’s hospices.
With private access to the 17th century estate,
soak up the architecture and history of the Grade 1
listed stately home. You will also be able to explore and
admire the 1,000 acres of Capability Brown parkland,
magnificent woodlands, medieval deer park and lakes
as the sun sets over this wonderful venue.
Ensure you bring your picnic and join in our
festival-like atmosphere afterwards as we gather to
celebrate the work of your local Marie Curie Nurses
with live music and a variety of entertainment. There
will be a spectacular fireworks display at 10pm to pay
tribute to our Marie Curie Nurses. 10pm is especially
poignant as this is when many of our nurses begin their
night shift.
Edwin Turnham, Regional Events Fundraiser for
Midlands and Anglia at Marie Curie Cancer Care, said:
“Walk Ten is a wonderful occasion, giving people the
chance to walk 10k in stunning surroundings, but also
to recognise the dedication of Marie Curie Nurses.
There’s a festival atmosphere at the end of every walk,
making it a really fun evening to spend with friends
and family. Last year, Walk Ten participants helped
raise over £400,000 for the charity, enabling Marie
Curie Nurses to provide 20,000 hours of free care to
people with terminal illnesses in their own homes and
in Marie Curie Hospices. We hope as many people
as possible will sign up for Walk Ten at Weston Park
to help even more terminally ill patients and their
families.”
To register for your nearest Walk Ten, or for more
information, go to www.mariecurie.org.uk/walkten or
call 08700 340 040.
Edwin Turnham – Regional Events Fundraiser
01604 442313
edwin.turnham@mariecurie.org.uk
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o you use our train service? If so, are there
comments you would like to make to Arriva
Trains Wales or Network Rail about it? We in
the Rail Users’ Group are here to provide feedback on
anything relating to trains and stations, but in order to
have a strong voice we need plenty of members. It costs
only £3 for a whole household to join for a year (or £10
for four years), and there is no commitment involved apart from having an opinion. If you would like to find
out more, please contact David Aston on 722604.
Jim Hibbert, Chairman

Photographs by Nigel Strachan

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

StRETTON FOCUS

June’s photograph was of
Anthony’s Hair Studio
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uilding on last year’s successes
with bats and wolves, Shropshire
Wildlife trust has created a varied
series of events for 2012/3.
In October, we have an indoor talk from the National
Trust’s Caroline Uff on her passion, Invertebrates.
January sees us over at the irresistible Venus Pool
with the Shropshire Ornithological Society, taking in the
wintering waders.
In March we’ve slated a look at Pete and Kate Johnsons’
latest wildlife photography; – they were behind the lens for a
good deal of the superb work in the recent ‘The Living Edge’
coffee-table number.
Then, to round it off, we’re outside again in May 2013
over at the Ercall with a geology expert.
Dates will be posted in issues of the Focus nearer the
time.
Costs are a modest £2 for members, £3 others. Do
join us if you possibly can. To book your spot or ask about
transport, call Janet Martin on 01694 722 361.
Jeremy Freeland

Black Darter

Philip Precey

Amnesty International Group News
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that Chen and his family are now in relative
safety after seven years of harassment at the
hands of the Chinese authorities.
But their ordeal is not over – members
of Chen’s wider family and the brave individuals who
assisted his escape face serious reprisals and we are worried
for their safety. We are particularly concerned for Chen’s
nephew who is being held on suspicion of murder and has
been denied access to a lawyer of his choosing.
At our meeting we’ll write letters to the Chinese
authorities supporting Chen’s family and campaigners.

StRETTON FOCUS

E

veryone is welcome to our next meeting at 7.30pm
on Wednesday 11th July at Silvester Horne
Institute, High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY.
For details ring David Owen 01694 722525 or e-mail:
davelse@btinternet.com
We’ll be discussing the current human rights situation in
China and in particular the case of human rights defender
Chen Guangcheng. This was headline news recently when
Chen escaped from illegal house arrest to the US Embassy
in Beijing. He subsequently left China with his family to
take up a fellowship at New York University. We are relieved

July 2012

Economic Justice
‘You’ve demonstrated that the current
system is failing; you haven’t persuaded me
that any other system would be better.’ You
would expect such words of caution to come
from wisdom acquired over many years of involvement,
leading to a degree of cynicism or is it realism?
The Society of Friends (Quakers) gathered in London
over the last weekend of May for its annual national business
meeting which we call Yearly Meeting. The 16–19 year olds
also met that weekend for Junior Yearly Meeting, joining
with the adults on an equal footing for some sessions.
Saturday’s agenda item was economic justice. Last year’s
theme of sustainability included economic sustainability,
but on that occasion the main focus came to be on
environmental sustainability. It seems to me that all these
themes are interlinked and cannot be separated.
Discussing economics may seem more of a political
discussion than a religious one. Quakers would argue
firstly that there is no separation between the religious
aspects of our life and the secular: all of life is sacramental.
Secondly, our traditional testimonies of peace, honesty,
equality and simplicity all point to the need to work for a
way of distributing goods and services (the function of any
economic system) in an equitable way.
So how did our discussion on economic justice go? A
seasoned, grey-haired campaigner argued passionately that
the current economic system was irretrievably broken, that
it was unreasonable to expect a system based on everybody
acting selfishly to result in things being distributed fairly. We
should, he said, be working on moving to a ‘good’ economic
system. This confidence that there could be a ‘good’ system
was questioned, as I explained at the beginning, by a
member of Junior Yearly Meeting. It was the young keeping
the idealism of the old in check.
Did we come to any conclusions? We agree our minutes
as we go and the one for this session reads in part;
As well as praying, our waiting will include the daily
spiritual discipline of: creating community; treating each
other justly and kindly; putting our money and energies into
places which support our testimonies; accounting ‘peace’,
‘joy’ and ‘respect’ alongside financial values.
Are we ready, Friend by Friend, to do this?
I’m sure there are Friends who hoped for more, but
as somebody tweeted immediately after the meeting,
‘Grounding of activism in silent reflection is crucial.’
Lesley Richards
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Wildlife Trust’s
new programme
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Letters
Climate and Costs
hy does Parents’ Corner
column assume that parents
need to travel all over the
county in order to give their children
fun, entertainment or interest? Think of
the carbon footprint – and the cost!
May’s suggestions total 374 miles
– an average round trip of just under
47 miles each. A fuel-efficient car
will have put 129kg of CO2 into the
atmosphere; a typical family car, over
a quarter of a tonne. A Range Rover
would have clocked up 838kg, about
8% of the average UK household’s
carbon footprint in a year. The cost of
fuel alone amounts to about £44.50,
£64 or £98 respectively. Then add the
price of entry, lunch, ice cream and the
inevitable useless souvenirs. Gaaah.
However, it’s not just the money
and the planet I’m concerned about;
it’s the assumption that there’s nothing
local to interest children. Last half-term
we took our grandchildren (aged 5 to
13), to Flounders Folly, passing Acton
Scott Historic Working Farm on the
way; we had a swim in the Leisure
Centre followed by a picnic in Carding
Mill Valley; we went to the Discovery
Centre and the Play Barn in Craven
Arms, and Bury Ditches near Lydbury
North, all within 10 miles of home, and
half of them free. None of these turn up
in Parents’ Corner.
I’m not knocking the events
publicised; I’ve visited some and they
are fine. But on the day Stretton
hosted the Mayfair May Fair and
the Carding Mill Duck Races, Focus
readers were offered Stiperstones, Clun,
Coalbrookdale and Wroxeter. Shame
not to have even included our own
attractions.
Jamie Wrench
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hurch Stretton School playing
field on the Shrewsbury Road
is a “preferred site” for new
“employment buildings”.
It may be that only those of us
who live there are aware of the traffic
congestion that will result.
The two schools are the town’s
biggest employers. Their combined
staffs, together with the pupils, must
add up to around a thousand bodies
trying to access the school grounds
between 8.30 and 9.00 a.m. At least
8 coaches are involved too, waiting
to cross the line of traffic, to intersect
the pedestrian flow, or to draw up
beside the kerb where the children
are walking. Many pupils need to be
brought by car: these cars replicate the
pattern of the coaches.
If additional employees – of an
unknown number as yet – are also
trying to use the same piece of road to
get to work between 8.30 and 9.00am,
waiting, turning across the pavement,
to access a site right next to the
schools, the traffic congestion becomes
dangerous.
Many of the future employees will
arrive at the Shrewsbury Road site
via All Stretton. Sections of the road
through the village have no usable
pavements, including a blind spot
where a flight of steps comes down into
the road. The danger to pedestrians is
already evident, but it will be increased
by yet more vehicular traffic during the
same half hour as the coaches, cars and
pupils try to travel through the village.
To bring car- driving employees to
this site on a daily basis looks like poor
planning.
Miriam H Lekerman

so much that we
don’t usually think
about but without
which we would be
significantly less.
She is the human
face of something
we belong to, and
we all need to
belong. What else
would make that image of millions
of people all living together on one
island a thing to be celebrated? Are
we rediscovering a need to believe in
something or someone who can inspire
us? Someone who has proven herself
above the corruptions of petty politics?
As a hypnotherapist, what I have
discovered about people is that they
are fundamentally good, but that we
all lack the skill or the wisdom to be
able to be true to that goodness. When
anger or fear arises they don’t want
to give it vent because they want to
be good people. Isn’t that amazing?
Someone who was assaulted would
rather ditch their anger about the
assault than be less than they want to
be, and they suffer through that. So I
see the celebrations that are going on
as I write as a breaking through of that
spirit. At this time what counts is that
we are all just people who largely just
want to enjoy life in our own way, and
to enjoy seeing others doing the same
thing. What a wonderful blow for the
survival of happiness over cynicism
Virginia Smith

On the Turner Trail
n his response to my original
letter regarding Leopold Turner,
the Stretton-born steward who
died on the Titanic, Alan Brisbourne
Thoughts on the Jubilee Celebrations mentions the possibility of Leopold
y the time this is printed the
having descendants still living in the
Jubilee will be over, but seeing
area. Readers may be interested to know
(The May Fayre and the Duck Race were
the advertisements for all that
that I have been involved in tracking
both featured in Focus. Eds)
is going to happen in the Strettons has down Leopold’s descendants and have
caused me to wonder why this has been received a good deal of information
Poorly Planned Planning?
am reading what I can only describe taken so much to heart at this time. As from one of his great-nephews, the
as alarming details of proposals
cynicism looms so distressingly large
grandson of Leopold’s sister Kate Emily
to make available considerable
in much of the news, it pleases me to
Turner.
areas of local grassland for housing
see those who can take pleasure in such
This gentleman, who lives
development. At first sight it may
a national event, create these kinds of
in Cheshire, has told me that he
appear commendable but there is one
celebration.
remembers being taken to Church
major flaw. How does the town cope
We are raising the flag for fun
Stretton as a child in the 50s and 60s
with the inevitable increase in traffic
and as an expression of all our local
to visit his great-aunt Maud (another
when it is barely able to struggle with
communities’ pride in being part of a
of Leopold’s sisters, Maud Elizabeth).
the current situations, particularly on
national whole. This is gratitude for
Maud died in Gloucestershire in 1972,
market day.
someone whom many of us will never
Alan Manser even meet, but the Queen represents
Continued on next page
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Letters, continued
The reader must decide the
question: is it ever justifiable to
slaughter at random toddlers in their
classrooms, the sick in their hospital
beds, or old people in their care homes?
This written in view of the many
civilian deaths in Afghanistan as a result
of current drone-attacks.
David Hughes

A Wild Goose Chase
hank God for books!
And especially for
those books, and their
authors, which say clearly
and precisely what you have been
wrestling with and struggling to express
for years. For me, one such book is ‘A
History of God’ by Karen Armstrong.
Have we learned nothing from past
Another fine writer, AN Wilson,
wars?
Broadband Service in Church
believes that Karen Armstrong is simply
s Focus readers all know, Reg
‘a genius’: but he also says of the book
Heiron’s great hero is Churchill. Stretton
s a dissatisfied holder of a
in question (being an atheist himself )
He has, of course, a secure
contract from a broadband
that the quest for God is the biggest
place on the pedestal of history, but
supplier, and having difficulty
wild goose chase in history.”
in one respect his conduct of war
in resolving the issues I have with the
It seems that wild geese are very
must be called in question, both
difficult to catch, and so a ‘wild goose
strategically and morally. I refer to the service, I am wondering if I am alone
in this experience. My three areas
chase’ refers to any useless or absurd
indiscriminate aerial bombardment
of concern are that the broadband
enterprise. But it all depends on what
of civilians, which Churchill himself
download speed is low, that there are
you mean by the word ‘God’.
called “the cursed hellish invention
frequent breaks in supply and that
Another author to whom I am very
of war from the air.” (07/02/1934)
enquiries are answered off-shore, having grateful, Paul F Knitter, recently said
The aerial bombing of London in
been told that calls were dealt with
that the word ‘God’ is not a noun, but
1940-41 did not destroy morale, as
from a UK centre.
rather a verb. And those who, like me,
I can personally testify, so why did
I am trying to research the
went to school in the 1950s will know
we assume the same methods would
experiences of other Church Stretton
that a verb is a ‘doing word’.
destroy morale in Germany? In fact,
residents and would very much like
So God is not somebody, living
it did not do so, and Germany only
somewhere out there (in heaven?). God
surrendered after a land invasion right all broadband users, whoever their
ISP, to assist me. I am drawing up
is a word suggesting action, movement,
up to the door of Hitler’s bunker.
a short on-line questionnaire and
energy and vitality. The word ‘God’
Even revenge was no argument:
would welcome it being completed by
does not refer to some thing or
nearly 60,000 RAF crew died to
anybody who wishes to help.. If you
somebody you say you believe in: rather
avenge 51,000 Britons killed by the
are interested, then please send me an
it refers to the life (vitality) you have,
Luftwaffe.
email to j129ohn@googlemail.com. I
and the way you live that life.
Before the war, Churchill is on
will acknowledge all replies and send
The Iona community, which is
record stating that “nothing we have
out the questionnaire. The results will
committed to seeking new ways of
learned justifies us in assuming that
be available to anyone who wishes to
living the Gospel in today’s world, has
they (the enemy) could be cowed
have a copy. If it does seem that there
a publishing arm called ‘Wild-Goose
into submission by such methods.”
is a problem with a particular provider, Publications’. It is so named because
Nevertheless, he put Sir Arthur Harris
I suggest a local user group might be
in Celtic spirituality the wild goose is a
in charge of Bomber Command in
established in the hope that that ISP
symbol of the Holy Spirit.
1942 with the aim of “the destruction
might be more responsive to a group
That spirit cannot be caught (the
of German cities” (the factories were
than to one individual.
wind blows where it will) but it can
all outside), thereby “undermining
I find it absurd to have to
catch you; and it will lead you a merry
the morale of the German people.”
consider taking this step when most
dance. But as you follow, it will become
When Dresden was fire-bombed on
the night of 13th-14th February 1945, organisations are prepared to go to great for you, the dance of life (dance then
lengths to create customer relations,
wherever you may be).
incinerating well over 100,000 souls,
and secondly, I would much, much
You can be ‘caught up’ in the dance,
Churchill was appalled, and ordered
as your own sprit responds to the
‘Bomber Harris’ to cease indiscriminate rather be in the garden, playing golf,
or doing almost anything rather than
Divine Spirit; and you will be delighted
night raids on cities forthwith, but
taking up issues like this.
to learn that the ‘doing word’ is LOVE.
by then it was too late – the war was
John Bullock
Donald Horsfield
coming to an end.
but I am trying to ascertain whether
there are still members of her family in
the Stretton area.
Hopefully (space and editors
permitting!), I will be able to take the
story further in a later issue.
Chris Whitehouse

A
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Silverstone Circuit Challenge

A further event, also at the Church Stretton and District Social Club on Sunday 8th July will raise money for the same
cause. The ‘Silverstone Circuit Challenge’ begins at 12 noon. Both events are organised by the Club Secretary, Sharon
Davies. Further details can be seen on posters around the town.

July 2012

Charity Quiz Night

Hosted by Ken Willis, this fund-raising evening is to be held at the Church Stretton and District Social Club on Essex
Avenue, Church Stretton at 7.30pm, Saturday 7th July.
Proceeds are to go to the Radiotherapy Department at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham in thanks and
appreciation for the care and treatment a local man received there. Teams of four to six members are invited to take part.
Entry £3 per person. AND winners could become millionaires, as the prizes are National Lottery tickets. Come and join the fun!
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A regular client remarks, “My appointment with Pam
has become part of my life, and her service and treatments
are second to none. If I could buy a season ticket I would”.
Pam wants to take the opportunity of this anniversary, to
express her thanks and appreciation to all her clients for their
custom.
Congratulations, Pam. We wish you many more years of
Pam-pering clients!
New Zealand earthquake disasters - results of the draw
for the hamper donated by the Co-op
would like to thank the many Strettonians who
bought raffle tickets for the magnificent hamper
provided by the manager of the Church Stretton
Co-op Supermarket.
The Hamper was won by Mr. Lucas and second
prize, a Teddy Bear, won by Mr. Meadows, both retired
gentlemen. The money raised will be sent to New
Zealand and put towards the ‘Endeavour’ Scholarship
Trust Fund set up in Shropshire, to help the youth
of Christchurch affected by the earthquake disasters.
This will enable the successful candidates to spend a
week/10 days sailing from Auckland, round NZ on
the ‘Spirit of Adventure’ sailing ship with other young
people, thus gaining confidence and many other skills
which will enable them to return with friendships
gained & renewed hope to rebuild Christchurch - the
City of the 21st Century!!
Future exhibitions and events will be held. All
details will be in the Focus or obtained from Brenda
Alexander - carenotcustody.bren@tiscali.co.uk or
01694 722759

I
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ucked away in a quiet, pretty courtyard behind the
Square in Church Stretton, you will find ‘The Old
Bakehouse’. Pam Allsop runs her clinic from here and
clients are greeted with a beaming smile. For thirty years she
has been providing health and beauty treatments from an
eyebrow shape to a complete make over. Pam is passionate
about her work and rightly proud of her clinic. She has
built up a regular clientele ranging across all ages. Offering
a unique and individual approach to treatments, she is
committed to client care and comfort, giving her clinic a real
air of distinction.
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Jubilee Thanks
would like to thank all those who contributed in any
way to the success of the many local Diamond Jubilee
events. It was a shame that the continuous rain caused
the cancellation of the Jubilee Picnic in Rectory Field but
people crowded into St. Laurence Church instead for the
community service of celebration and, in All Stretton, the
hog roast adjourned to the Village Hall.
Indeed, in spite of the variable weather, all of the events
were well attended, including those at the Silvester Horne
Institute, the Social Club, Mayfair and the Longmynd Hotel
and at all the neighbourhood events. Not even the chilly
June evenings could deter attendance, even on surrounding
hill-tops, to witness the Beacons and fireworks (for which
thanks to Brian Faulkner, John Woolmer and Alan Ridge,
in particular). On the Saturday, it was great to see the town
filled with people of all ages for the Jubilee and MusicFest.
John Chambers-Ross did a sterling job in pulling together
the ten-hour event on Rectory Field.
The two-day Jubilee Exhibition in the Parish Centre,
chronicling the doubling in size of this community during
the Queen’s reign, was also very well received. Comments
included: “A wonderful walk down memory lane – a caring
community personified – we need a permanent home for all
this material - more happening here than in our Yorkshire
home town of 300,000!” There were many contributors
of photos, slides and scrapbooks but special thanks go to
Mary McKenzie of Shropshire Archive, Pat Gibson of the
Arts Festival Committee, Andrew Chapman of Dorrington
Players, Paul Miller and Tony Crowe.
All of these Jubilee events were put together by a very
small number of volunteers. As one resident commented:
“Community life is alive in Stretton, so we do well to
celebrate it and to thank those responsible.” Those thanks
should also be extended to the organisers of the many
neighbourhood events, Andrew Chapman’s video record of
our Jubilee proceedings will premiere in the early autumn.
Over the last ten years, I have played a major role in
organising many community events in the town, starting
with the Ale Trail and Food Fayre, inaugurated by John
Woolmer, through to the Summerfest and successive
Christmas Fayres. Throughout that time, despite the
dwindling number of volunteers, I have had the unfailing
support of Eileen Roberts and her husband, Reg. Her
contribution in pulling these community events together has
been immense.
It is now time for me to step aside and to allow others
to make their contribution, aided by whatever background
information and documentation they might wish. In
particular, it is my fervent hope that the next generation of
young traders, now coming into the town, will join together
to revive the Chamber of Trade and work in partnership
with the Town Council and other community organisations
to market the town more collectively and effectively. That
will be essential if the town centre is to continue to thrive
against the increasing competition of on-line shopping and
surrounding market towns.
I will now seek new ways of serving the best interests of
this community which, like so many other residents, I have
come to cherish.
Bob Welch
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Health and Beauty Clinic
Celebrates 30th Anniversary
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Walks in Montgomeryshire
Plynlimon and the Source of the Severn (5-6 hours,
Map LR 136, Ex 214)
y walk to the source of the Severn follows parts of
both the Wye Valley Walk and the Severn Way,
and is fairly strenuous. [It should not be tackled if
there is a danger of cloud or fog on the mountain top.]
The walk from Rhyd-y-Benwch picnic site in the Hafren
forest starts with a pleasant riverside stroll, with seats and
picnic spots, following the Severn Way and the Wye Valley
Walk to a bridge overlooking deep rock pools. Across the
bridge, as the path to the source of the Severn turns right,
I turned left onto the Wye Valley Walk, also marked with
white-ringed posts. Where the Wye Valley Walk turns left
along a good forest road, I continued ahead to climb the
path of the white-ringed posts, past old lead mine workings.

M
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Shortly after joining another forest road the view opened
up, then as the road starts to descend a short spur to my left
led over a stile onto open Plynlimon moorland. Turning left
over the stile on the rough track, after a few yards a line of
posts on my left marked a rather indistinct and muddy path
towards a small hill on the horizon. Where this path meets
the forest fence, the track continues uphill to a gate at the
corner of the forest. Through the gate the way-marked track
leads up alongside the fence, with fine views to the left. (I
noted Llyn Clywedog and the Carno Wind Farm). Soon
the twin rugged rock piles of Pumlumon Arwystli came into
view.

Plynlimon has been described, unfairly, as the most
dangerous mountain in Wales, because of its treacherous
bogs concealed under apparently firm turf. Care is needed,
but sudden low cloud is a greater hazard. To walk over this
ancient landscape is to feel a tranquillity and remoteness
from the turmoil of a world not so very far away in distance,
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a thousand years away in time. The Welsh name of this
mountain, Pumlumon, recognises that it consists not of a
single dominant summit but five high points
Ahead is the amphitheatre from which the Wye starts
her journey to the Bristol Channel, and a mile away is the
main summit of Pumlumon Fawr. Between the mounds a
small slate post is inscribed ‘TOWEN SALOP’ on one side.
Simple stone shelters have been built among the rocks, in
one of which I enjoyed lunch in the warm sun.
My next objective was the source of the Severn. Heading
north over the moorland sward, past a ‘WWW 1865’ slate
boundary marker, I soon noted a fence in front of me, and a
stile where it joined another fence on my right. Shortly after
the stile I passed through a gate onto the ‘Montgomeryshire’
side of the fence. Continuing ahead, now with the fence
on my left, past two more WWW boundary marker, often
with boggy peat under my feet, before long I came to a welldefined path to the right.
The stile on my left led up to yet another ‘WWW1865’
boundary marker, with time to sit in the sun and enjoy the
view into Ceredigion (Cardiganshire). Returning over the
stile into Montgomeryshire, it was only a short walk down
to the source of the Severn, a small marshy pool marked by
a wooden post in a small paved area. The Severn Way starts
here.

A well-defined stone alongside the quickly-growing
stream took me back into Hafren Forest. The way-marked
trail through the forest crosses two forest roads (each
requiring a right / left zig-zag), passes Blaenhafren falls, and
continues down to the point where the Wye Valley Walk
parted company with the Severn Way.

I retraced my steps to Rhyd-y-Benwch car park and the
end of my walk.
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Hope Bowdler – Knitted Jubilee

Fun!

W

Book Sales for Mayfair

T

he book-sale held at the Silvester Horne
Institute on 12th May raised £1,633
after payment of expenses. In addition,
a specialist collection of books which I sent for
auction recently realised £220. The book stall
in Sandford Avenue on Jubilee Day, 2nd June,
raised a further £308.
Thus, the sale of donated books etc has raised a total of £2,161 for
Mayfair in the last few weeks.
My sincere thanks, as always, go to everyone who helped in the
organisation and staffing of these events and, of course, to all those who
have donated books, CDs and DVDs to support this good cause.
The next sale on behalf of Mayfair will be on Saturday 20th October
2012, as usual, at the SHI. Please keep your donations coming, either
by leaving them at Mayfair, or by contacting me to arrange delivery or
collection.
Tony Crowe
01694 72333292

Drama Group Open Evening
18th July 7.30 pm at The Ragleth Inn, Little Stretton.
hurch Stretton’s Amateur Drama Group, The Dorrington Players,
is very keen to involve new members in all aspects of putting
on a play and is holding an open evening with lighthearted
drama based activities relating to backstage roles as well as acting, and
opportunities for relaxed discussion over a drink . Please come along.
Further details Andrew Chapman 01694 723809, Helen Townend
01694 751376 or Sue Roberts 01694 723881.
Andrew Chapman

C
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T

he ‘Knitted Jubilee’ was made by members of Hope Bowdler
Sewing Bee. We all made at least one doll and Peter Allworth
has made a display cabinet so that they will hang permanently in
Hope Bowdler Village Hall.
Alison Nikson Armstrong
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e are holding a fun
weekend July 14th-15th!
We are putting a marquee up in
Russell’s Meadow (the playing field) and there
will be a barbeque on Saturday. 14th at 6pm
followed by a Rock Eucharist at 8.00pm,
led by the band, The Reign, whose concerts
here have been so much enjoyed by all ages,
especially those in their teens.
On Sunday 15th, there will be the usual
8.00am and 9.30am services in St. Laurence’s,
but the 11.05 service will be at the marquee
in Russell’s Meadow, with the band again.
This will be followed by face painting, bouncy
castle, games, food and drink, etc. The guest
preacher at both 9.30 and 11.05 will be Gavin
Calver, national director of British Youth for
Christ, author of books ‘Disappointed with
Jesus: Why do so many young people give up
on God?’ and ‘Lazy, Antisocial and Selfish?
Stories of hope for a new generation’. All are
welcome at any of these events. No need to
book – just turn up!
We are also holding a holiday club for
children aged 4-11 from Monday July 23rd
to 27th with an Olympic theme. Details from
Sarah Robinson, our children’s worker, or our
parish office on 724224. The 11.05 service on
Sunday July 22nd will be a special, leading into
this. All ages welcome at this service.
One of our very valued members, Robert
Rayner, has been training for three years to be a
formally licensed preacher and leader of services.
He will be licensed by the Bishop of Hereford,
Anthony Priddis, at a special combined service
at 10.30am on Sunday July 29th followed by a
bring and share meal in the Parish Centre. As a
number of our members will be at New Wine
by this time, we hope to arrange a video relay
during the service! Robert has led our All Age
service team and the team which renovated our
kitchen, amongst many other things.
All the covenants between God and man in
the Bible are associated with meals. In the case
of the Communion, the covenant meal under
the New Testament, this was the Passover meal
which became converted into a ceremony
for special church buildings following the
conversion of Constantine. Many are seeking
to take it back to its original context to show
that what Jesus did on the cross applies to the
everyday. This includes forgiveness to restore
relationships, healing of hurts and wounds,
and a celebration of what God has done for us.
A meal in Biblical times indicated friendship.
The covenant meals are about us enjoying that
friendship with God and celebrating all that
that friendship can mean.
So meals are at the heart of what we do,
symbolising Jesus’ offer of close friendship with
us. Do join us at any of these celebrations!
Richard Hill
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The Summer Reading Challenge More Free Insulation Offers

I

f you are between 4 and13 years old you can beat the
boredom of the long Summer School Holidays by
joining the Summer Reading Challenge. Read any 6
books during the holidays to win bookmarks, a certificate
and a gold medal. Come along to the library and join in the
fun.
We also have two craft events and a visit from the Victorian
Explorer, Professor Julius Drake to entertain you.
Tuesday 31st July 2.30-3.30pm Make a Treasure Box
Tuesday 7th August 2.30-3.30pm Meet Professor Julius
Drake
Tuesday 14th August 2.30-3.30pm Make Gymnastic
monkeys
Places at the craft events
are limited so book early
to avoid disappointment.
We have not forgotten
the preschool children.
There will be Storytime
sessions each Friday from
2.15pm-2.45pm - and
your older brothers and
sisters are welcome to
come along to.
For more information
contact the library at
Church Stretton Library
Church Street
Church Stretton
SY6 6DQ
01694 722535
Churchstretton.library@
shropshire.gov.uk

Eaton Manor wins
Bronze Award

Solid Wall insulation
n offer of up to 100% grant aided external or internal
solid wall insulation worth on average £11,000 is
going to be made available in our area by a leading
energy company. The 100% grant will be available for
houses that are heated by electricity or coal and occupied by
people on specified benefits. Heavily grant aided prices will
also be available for other types of heating or householders
not on benefits. This insulation, as recently carried out on
the Town Council offices in High Street, will result in a
warmer home which uses less energy and can save on fuel
bills. This is a limited offer and we recommend a quick
response.
If you are interested and want to know more, please call
us at the number below or email us for further information
and advice as to whether it would be suitable for you.
If you know of someone who may benefit from this offer
but may need some support, please contact us. Our trained
volunteers will help with the process so that the benefit of
this offer can be easily obtained.

A

Loft and Cavity wall insulation
We had a big response to our campaign to take up free
loft and cavity wall insulation. However we are sure that
there are more walls and lofts that could be better insulated.
For example, lofts should have 270mm (about 11 inches of
insulation) to meet current standards. We know that many
people have a lot of clutter and storage in the loft that maybe
needs sorting. We can now help arrange for a Company to
carry out this work for reasonable rates.
We only have a few months of this free offer left.
Act now before you miss this opportunity - energy bills
are forecast to rise further! Please note that some larger
properties may incur an additional charge but you will
be advised of this by the surveyor before you make any
decisions.
Please Contact Stretton Climate Care - Telephone
07528 493181 Email info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk
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Mike Hymas

Hope Bowdler
Strawberry Tea

W

e are delighted to report that Eaton Manor Rural
Escapes, which we wrote about in our June issue,
is Bronze winner of the prestigious VisitEngland
award for best self catering accommodation in the UK.
Many congratulations to Julian and Nichola!
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imbledon has a long tradition of ‘strawberries
and cream’, but here’s a chance to attend a
strawberry tea in your own backyard.
Come along to ‘Pikeside’ Bull Lane Hope Bowdler on
Saturday 7 July at 2.30 p.m.
Enjoy strawberries and cream and a glass of wine under
a marquee. Entrance £5 adults: £2 under 16s
Proceeds to St Andrew’s Church
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Occasional Advertisements
KEN HARTLEY and BOB JONES
All types of general building work
Property Maintenance
Renovations and Conversions
Groundworks
Hard Landscaping
Summerhouses Garden Studios
Established over 15 years, Fully Insured
Tel: Ken Hartley 07970 048477
Bob Jones 01694 781459

ISLE OF WIGHT - RYDE ESPLANADE

Superior holiday apartment
Sleeps 2 adults. Non-smoking
Parking, Lift, All amenities
Adjacent Passenger Ferry and Hovercraft.
Reasonable rates all year.

Contact 01983 617068

mrssmp@hotmail.com

Adele's Professional Homecare Service

Friendly and Reliable Business, 2O years experience, Fully Referenced
Domestic - Cleaning - Ironing
Free In-Home Estimates
Shopping, Dogwalking, 25% Discount for Pensioners
01694 720212 07523 321 915
www.adelesprofessionalhomecareservice.co.uk

To place an occasional advertisment,
contact 01694 723890
or adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk

AMY PAUL & CO, ACCOUNTANTS
Established 1987

ACCOUNTS, TAX, BOOK-KEEPING, VAT, PAYE
Clients visited anytime, Reasonable Fees
Call Amy Chapman 01694 720000, 07768 436770
amypaulandco@clara.co. uk

Furniture Restoration
*********
Is your furniture looking tired and unloved
All types of furniture repaired and re polished
All work carried out by time served craftsman
Ring Richard Semple
01588 630664 or 07964 360538
For a free quote in your home
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