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What’s On in
If you wish to know the times of regular

1 THURSDAY – 15 THURSDAY

Chris Prayel Exhibition at CS Library

This exhibition runs from 20th Feb until 15th
March, during library hours.

1 THURSDAY

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
Drop-in session, every Thursday.
Info from Jon Cooke: 723205
10am-12 noon HWBC

Knit and Natter on Thursdays

Long-established group, new members of
any ability welcomed. Info from Liz Strachan,
on 07971 289273
10.30am-12noon Berry’s Coffee House

Stretton Traidcraft

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Bridge Club

Info from Dom on 723128 or website:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
1-5pm All Stretton VH

Local & Family History Session

Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry.
1-4pm CS Library

Interdenominational Communion
Service
First Thursday of every month.
Local clergy take turns to conduct the
service. All welcome.
1.45-2.15pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Latin Lessons at the Library
1.45-2.45pm Beginners Latin
2.45-3.45pm Latin Course 2

Outlets

Stretton Focus may be purchased by
annual subscription (delivered) or directly from
Ashlett Stores, Newsworld Sandford Avenue,
Co-op, Family Shopper, Church Stretton Library,
Mayfair and the Churches.
© 2018 Stretton Focus Limited
Registration No. 6237590 Inc in England
Registered Office: 8 High Street,
Church Stretton, SY6 6BU
ISSN 1479–7356

Printed by WPG, Welshpool
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Mary Proctor
doing some close work

is normally the first Monday of the month.
For the April issue it is Monday 5th March
(12 noon).
For the May issue it will be Tuesday 3rd
April.
The April Stretton Focus will be
distributed on Friday 30th March‚.

www.strettonfocus.co.uk
March 2018
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the Strettons in March
meetings of societies and groups, please see the list of contacts in the yellow pages.
Stretton Community Singers

RNLI Talk and Fish & Chip Supper

Open to all who love singing
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

With Lance Jackson. Tickets: £10, from
John Thomas, Burway Books or Brian/Alison
Bradley, on 722138
Bring your own drinks.
7.30pm SHI

SACWG public meeting

4 SUNDAY

Includes AGM. All welcome.
www.shropscwgs.org.uk
7.30pm CS School

Renewal Meeting

Revs Carol and Michael Whittock: ‘Growing
a work of God in the Power of the Holy Spirit’
7.30pm St Laurence’s

2 FRIDAY

Women’s World Day of Prayer

‘All God’s Creation is Very Good!’
Service written by the women of Suriname in
South America.
All welcome to attend.
10.30am Methodist Church

Time to Listen, Read, Reflect

Listen to a story, read a piece or article that
you would like to share or even participate in
a play reading.
1-2pm CS Library

Christian Meditation Group

Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
2.15pm Home of John Dennison

Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514
4.30-5.30pm CS Leisure Centre

Cost: £3 adults, £1.50 under-16s
Info from Bernard Colvin: 724084
9.30-11.30am CS Leisure Centre

5 MONDAY

Swimming at Ludlow

Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

6 TUESDAY

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library
In aid of ‘Motor Neurone Disease’
Cost: £4 per person
7.30pm URC

Art work on display and for sale.
The group meets Wednesdays 1-4pm at
Leebotwood VH. New members welcome.
Lesley Brown: 07990 501630
During opening hours, CS library

‘The Death of Stalin’
Cert 15. RT: 106 minutes
Tickets £4 adults, £2 under 18s
Refreshments, ample parking.
7.30pm CS School 724330

Strettons Table Tennis Club

Quiz Night with Ken Willis

Leebotwood Art Group Exhibition

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton

3 SATURDAY

Sit and Knit

5 MONDAY – 21 SATURDAY

Rhyme Time: fun, songs, stories and
rhymes
For children under 3 years of age.
10.30-11am CS Library

Tuesday Club

Relaxed, friendly group, offering door to door
transport, a hot meal, entertainment and
companionship.
Information from Eileen: 720086
10.30am-3pm URC Hall

Stretton Climate Care: ‘Sustainable
Stretton’
Monthly discussion group.
Nigel McDonald: ‘The AONB’s new
sustainable Tourism Strategy’
Info from David Howard: 722904
2.30pm Housmans, High Street

Drop-In Craft Session

Knit, crochet, felt, weave, spin etc.
Enjoy coffee and chat and get expert help if
you need it. Contact: 724041
4.30-6.30pm Coco Shop, High St

Stitchin’ Time

Enjoy knitting, crochet, sewing etc? Come
to our relaxed friendly handicraft group. All
abilities welcomed.
Enquiries to Margaret: 720348
5-7pm Housmans, High Street, CS

Yoga at the Library

Booking required as space is limited: 07540
299300. Please bring a yoga mat.
6-7.15pm or 7.30-8.45pm CS Library

Royal Opera House: ‘Carmen’
Satellite Screening
Tickets: £12 adults, £6 juniors
Enquiries/pre-bookings: 722209
6.45pm CS School

Southern Cross Line Dance Class

No previous experience needed.
Cost: £5. Contact: 07464 608747
7.30-9pm St Laurence’s Parish Centre

7 WEDNESDAY

U3A Classical Music Talks

All are welcome to attend these informative
and entertaining sessions.
Contact Barbara Hall: 724578
10.15am-12 noon Mayfair

Continued overleaf...

If you submit articles to Focus by e-mail, you should always get an acknowledgement.
If you don’t get a response within 24 hours, please phone an editor!
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What’s On continued
CS Library Reading Group

Friendly, informal book group, meeting on
the 1st Wednesday of the month
Enquiries to Felicity: 724657
2-3pm CS Library

C.A.M.E.O. meeting

Cathy Watson: ‘12 Years in Ethiopia’
Contact: Margaret Mercer: 720131
2.30pm Parish Centre

CS Methodist Network Group
Janet Brenton: ‘It’s a Vet’s Life’
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

8 THURSDAY

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
Drop-in session, every Thursday.
Info from Jon Cooke: 723205
10am-12 noon HWBC

Knit and Natter on Thursdays

Long-established group, new members of
any ability welcomed. Info from Liz Strachan,
on 07971 289273
10.30am-12noon Berry’s Coffee House

Stretton Traidcraft

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Bridge Club

Info from Dom on 723128 or website:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
1-5pm All Stretton VH

Local & Family History Session

Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry. 1-4pm CS Library

Latin Lessons at the Library
1.45-2.45pm Beginners Latin
2.45-3.45pm Latin Course 2

Stretton Community Singers

Open to all who love singing
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

CS & District Gardening Club

Tips for garden design, with ‘Mynd Hardy
Plants’ of Delbury Hall.
All welcome, entry £2.50, inc refreshments.
Info from 781643. 7.30pm Acton Scott VH

CS Marmaladies WI

Guest speaker Jeremy Derrick: ‘Homeopathy
and Allergies’
Since this is International Women’s Day, a
charity cake stall will be held.
marmaladieswi@gmail.com
7.30pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair
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9 FRIDAY

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

U3A Writers Group 1

9.45am-12 noon CS Library

Mayfair Talk: ‘Your Crowning Glory’

With Tracy Reynolds from ‘Hairpeace’
History of wigs, wig construction and what
might suit you – for anyone with an interest
in hair loss.
10.30am-12noon Mayfair

Christian Meditation Group

Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
2.15pm Home of John Dennison

Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514
4.30-5.30pm CS Leisure Centre

Pazapa Annual Quiz

Quiz Master is Ben Warren
£5pp. Pay on door or phone 723061 to book
a table. BYO drinks/nibbles.
7.30pm All Stretton VH

10 SATURDAY

Eaton-under-H & Hope Bowdler W I

Agnes Hunt of Baschurch: ‘The Founding of
Gobowen Hospital’
Contact: Alex Freeland 722532
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

13 TUESDAY

Mayfair Talk: Living Well with Cancer
Mayfair’s Cancer Awareness Week
Short talk by speakers from Macmillan
physiotherapy and dietetics team.
10.30am-12.30pm Mayfair

Rhyme Time: fun, songs, stories and
rhymes
For children under 3 years of age.
10.30-11am CS Library

Tuesday Club

Relaxed, friendly group, offering door to door
transport, a hot meal, entertainment and
companionship.
Information from Eileen: 720086
10.30am-3pm URC Hall

Strettons Table Tennis Club

Cost: £3 adults, £1.50 under-16s
Info from Bernard Colvin: 724084
9.30-11.30am CS Leisure Centre

Churches Together Coffee Morning
Raising funds for refugees in the UK.
Cakes, tombola, raffle, quality goods.
10am-12noon URC Hall

Sit and Knit

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library

Messy Easter

Mayfair Time to Listen
1-2pm Mayfair

U3A Writers Group 2
2-4pm CS Library

Drop-In Craft Session

Knit, crochet, felt, weave, spin etc.
Enjoy coffee and chat and get expert help if
you need it. Contact: 724041
4.30-6.30pm Coco Shop, High St

Stitchin’ Time

Crafts, activities, games, food.
All welcome. No charge.
Contact: sally@strettonparish.org.uk
3.45-6pm Parish Centre

Enjoy knitting, crochet, sewing etc? Come
to our relaxed friendly handicraft group. All
abilities welcomed.
Enquiries to Margaret: 720348
5-7pm Housmans, High Street, CS

12 MONDAY

Swimming at Ludlow

Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

This month’s meeting marks the start of
Mayfair’s Cancer Awareness Week.
Speaker Jenny Lakin is the co-ordinator at
the Hamar Centre at the RSH.
Contact Roger Wilson: 722123
Followed by a social tea in the café.
2.30pm Jubilee Room, Mayfair

Yoga at the Library

Booking required as space is limited: 07540
299300. Please bring a yoga mat.
6-7.15pm or 7.30-8.45pm CS Library

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group
Illustrated talk by Ian Butler:
‘Walking the Malvern Hills’
Members: £1.50, Visitors: £4
Enquiries to Carol: 07807 068304
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
7.30pm Culmington VH, SY8 2DA
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What’s On continued
Southern Cross Line Dance Class

No previous experience needed.
Cost: £5. Contact: 07464 608747
7.30-9pm St Laurence’s Parish Centre

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton

Foreign Language Film:
‘In Between’ Cert 15. RT: 101 mins.
Palestinian, with subtitles
Tickets £6. No interval
8pm All Stretton VH

14 WEDNESDAY

Mayfair Talk: Finances and Benefits
Mayfair’s Cancer Awareness Week
With Caroline Morris from the Macmillan
Welfare Rights Service.
10am-12noon Mayfair

Burway Books Talk at CS Library

Michael Brooks: ‘the Quantum Astrologer’s
Handbook’
Tickets: £5, (inc. light refreshments), from
Burway Books or CS library
2.30pm CS Library

CS Methodist Network Group

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

South Shropshire Inter Faith (SSIF)

Discussion: ‘Conversion, Reversion or
Desertion?’ Led by David Wiseman.
BYO snack, drinks provided.
12noon-1.15pm Pilgrim Centre, Dale Street,
Craven Arms, SY7 9NY

Church Stretton Bridge Club

Info from Dom on 723128 or website:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
1-5pm All Stretton VH

Local & Family History Session

Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry.
1-4pm CS Library

Latin Lessons at the Library
1.45-2.45pm Beginners Latin
2.45-3.45pm Latin Course 2

Stretton Community Singers

General Knowledge Quiz.
Quizmaster is David Jandrell
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

Amnesty International Group Meeting
Friendly group, campaigning for and
supporting Human Rights worldwide.
Details from Barbara Parnell: 720040
7.30pm SHI

Flicks in the Sticks Hope Bowdler
‘Hunt for the Wilderpeople’
Cert 12A. RT: 101 minutes
Tickets: adults £4, students £2
Home-made cakes during the interval.
7.30pm Hope Bowdler VH

Long Mynd Camera Club

Guest speaker: David Wraith
Chairman’s Evening – Presentation of
David’s own photography
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

15 THURSDAY

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
Drop-in session, every Thursday.
Info from Jon Cooke: 723205
10am-12 noon HWBC

Knit and Natter on Thursdays

Stretton Traidcraft

Long-established group, new members of
any ability welcomed. Info from Liz Strachan,
on 07971 289273
10.30am-12noon Berry’s Coffee House

Open to all who love singing
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

16 FRIDAY

CS Country Market

Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
New producers/helpers welcomed.
Info from Ann Lloyd: 07889 143057
Email: thecountrylady123@msn.com
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

‘Sausage and Mash with Puddings’
Lunch
In aid of ‘Save the Children’
£6.50, inc. tea/coffee
12noon – 1.30pm Parish Centre

Time to Listen, Read, Reflect

Listen to a story, read a piece or article that
you would like to share or even participate in
a play reading.
1-2pm CS Library

Christian Meditation Group

Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
2.15pm Home of John Dennison

Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514
4.30-5.30pm CS Leisure Centre

SHI Event: ‘Tropikal Vizions Steel Band’
Caribbean Evening
Tickets: £12/£6 from Burway Books, John
Thomas Florist, CS Council office or www.
silvesterhorneevents.co.uk
Enquiries to 720132
7.30pm SHI

Shrewsbury Police Male Voice Choir

Rotary Club hosted charity event in aid of
PolioPlus. Tickets £8, from John Thomas,
Florist, Burway Books or any Rotarian. Info:
George Roby: 722159
7.30pm CS School

17 SATURDAY – 18 SUNDAY

Shropshire Academy of Performing
Arts

Presentation of ‘Overture 18’ – a showcase
of dance from local young talent. Tickets:
£7/£5.
Refreshments. Enquiries: 722209
7pm Saturday CS School
2pm Sunday CS School

17 SATURDAY – 29 THURSDAY
The Original Mayfair Art Group
Exhibition

During opening hours. CS Library
(Note: the art group meets at 2pm every
Thursday upstairs at Mayfair)

17 SATURDAY

Strettons Table Tennis Club

Cost: £3 adults, £1.50 under-16s
Info from Bernard Colvin: 724084
9.30-11.30am CS Leisure Centre

RSPB South Shropshire Local Group
Wildlife walk at Brandhill Gutter
Leader: Lionel Bridge: 07568 357112
Lunch in pub or café
10am Meet on the lane just south of
Brandhill Farm (S0 4021 788)

Sit and Knit

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library

Methodist Church Coffee Concerts

Severn Wind Quintet: music for flute, oboe,
clarinet, horn and bassoon. Refreshments
served after the concert, at 11.30am. All
welcome.
Free entry with retiring collections.
10.30am Methodist Church

Quiz Night with Ken Willis

In aid of ‘Mayfair Community Centre’
Cost: £4 per person
7.30pm Activity Room, Mayfair

Continued overleaf...
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What’s On continued
18 SUNDAY

27th Shropshire Vintage & Classic
Motorcycle Show & Auto jumble
Admission £4, all proceeds to Wistanstow
Primary School.
10.30am-4.30pm Wistanstow VH, SY7 8DG

Quiz Night with Ken Willis

In aid of ‘Motor Neurone Disease’
Cost: £4 per person
7.30pm URC

19 MONDAY

Swimming at Ludlow

Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

CS Area Local History Group

Michael Shaw: ‘Mines around the Long
Mynd and Stiperstones’
£1 members, £2 non-members
Info: Janette Murray: 722465
2pm URC Hall

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

20 TUESDAY

Rhyme Time: fun, songs, stories and
rhymes
For children under 3 years of age.
10.30-11am CS Library

Tuesday Club

Relaxed, friendly group, offering door to door
transport, a hot meal, entertainment and
companionship.
Information from Eileen: 720086
10.30am-3pm URC Hall

Mothers’ Union Meeting

Guest speaker Bp Mike Bourke:
‘Lent Prayers and Life of a Bishop’
Contact Jill: 724371
2.30pm Parish Centre

Drop-In Craft Session

Knit, crochet, felt, weave, spin etc.
Enjoy coffee and chat and get expert help if
you need it. Contact: 724041
4.30-6.30pm Coco Shop, High St

Stitchin’ Time

Enjoy knitting, crochet, sewing etc? Come
to our relaxed friendly handicraft group. All
abilities welcomed.
Enquiries to Margaret: 720348
5-7pm Housmans, High Street, CS

6

Yoga at the Library

Booking required as space is limited: 07540
299300. Please bring a yoga mat.
6-7.15pm or 7.30-8.45pm CS Library

All Stretton Women’s Institute

Guest speaker John Butterworth: ‘The Nurse
who changed Guinea Bissau’
7.30pm All Stretton VH

Curlew and Lapwing Survey Project
Briefing

New helpers needed. All welcome – you
only need to be able to recognise these two
birds. Training provided.
Info from: Leo on 720296, Nigel on 722043
or John on 724170
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Flicks in the Sticks Acton Scott

‘The Death of Stalin’
Cert 15. RT: 106 minutes
Tickets: adults £4, students £2
Refreshments available, Info: 781260
Ample parking and level access
7.30pm Acton Scott VH

Southern Cross Line Dance Class

No previous experience needed.
Cost: £5. Contact: 07464 608747
7.30-9pm St Laurence’s Parish Centre

21 WEDNESDAY

1.45-2.45pm Beginners Latin
2.45-3.45pm Latin Course 2

Carers Group

Open to all carers.
4th Thursday of the month
2-4pm Jubilee room, Mayfair

Stretton Community Singers

Open to all who love singing
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

National Theatre Live: ‘Julius Caesar’

Satellite screening. (Please note: production
contains strobe lighting)
Tickets: £12 adults, £6 under 18s
Refreshments. Enquiries: 722209
7.15pm CS School

23 FRIDAY

CS Country Market

Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Info from Anne: 722970
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

U3A Writers Group 1

9.45am-12 noon CS Library

Daycare’s Spring Coffee Morning

CS Methodist Network Group

Easter raffle, spring bulbs, fun, games,
Easter Bonnet competition, etc
10am-12noon Daycare at Mayfair

Members’ Afternoon
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

22 THURSDAY

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
Drop-in session, every Thursday.
Info from Jon Cooke: 723205
10am-12 noon HWBC

Knit and Natter on Thursdays

Long-established group, new members of
any ability welcomed. Info from Liz Strachan,
on 07971 289273
10.30am-12noon Berry’s Coffee House

Stretton Traidcraft

Strettons’ Friday Social Group

If you are new to the area, please come
along. Play games or just chat over a cuppa.
Cost is £1.25 inc. tea/biscuits
Meet 4th Friday of each month
2-4pm Mayfair Cafe

Christian Meditation Group

Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
2.15pm Home of John Dennison

Walking Football (played indoors)

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Church Stretton Bridge Club

Info from Dom on 723128 or website:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
1-5pm All Stretton VH

Local & Family History Session

Latin Lessons at the Library

Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry.
1-4pm CS Library

Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514
4.30-5.30pm CS Leisure Centre

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘20th Century Women’
Cert 15. RT: 116 minutes
Tickets £4. Interval refreshments.
7.30pm All Stretton VH
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What’s On continued
24 SATURDAY

Drop-In Craft Session

Knit, crochet, felt, weave, spin etc.
Enjoy coffee and chat and get expert help if
you need it. Contact: 724041
4.30-6.30pm Coco Shop, High St

Strettons Table Tennis Club

Cost: £3 adults, £1.50 under-16s
Info from Bernard Colvin: 724084
9.30-11.30am CS Leisure Centre

Stitchin’ Time

Sit and Knit

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library

26 MONDAY

Yoga at the Library

Swimming at Ludlow

Travel to Ludlow pool with Mayfair’s Ring
& Ride, for a 30-45 minute swim. Cost: £4
return, plus swim cost
10.45am Meet at Mayfair 722077

U3A Social and Family History Group
2-4pm CS Library

Ley Gardens Knit & Natter Group
Would-be knitters welcomed.
Details from: 722328
2.30pm Ley Gardens, Lawley Close

Parkinson’s UK – CS Support Group
Guest speaker: John Saunders:
‘My Life with Parkinson’s’
2.30pm Jubilee Room Mayfair

Illustrated talk by Philip Mugridge: ‘Finland
through the Seasons’
Entry: members free, £2 non-members.
Website for more info on the meetings:
http://strettonssos.wordpress.com/
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

27 TUESDAY

Rhyme Time: fun, songs, stories and
rhymes
For children under 3 years of age.
10.30-11am CS Library

Relaxed, friendly group, offering door to door
transport, a hot meal, entertainment and
companionship.
Information from Eileen: 720086
10.30am-3pm URC Hall

Mayfair Time to Listen
1-2pm Mayfair

U3A Writers Group 2
2-4pm CS Library

Booking required as space is limited: 07540
299300. Please bring a yoga mat.
6-7.15pm or 7.30-8.45pm CS Library

The Royal Ballet: Bernstein Centenary
Ballet
Satellite Screening
Tickets: £12 adults, £6 under 18s
Pre-theatre meal available, £13.50
Refreshments. Enquiries: 722209
7.15pm CS School

Southern Cross Line Dance Class

No previous experience needed.
Cost: £5. Contact: 07464 608747
7.30-9pm St Laurence’s Parish Centre

28 WEDNESDAY

Shropshire Ornithological Society, CS
Branch

Tuesday Club

Enjoy knitting, crochet, sewing etc? Come
to our relaxed friendly handicraft group. All
abilities welcomed.
Enquiries to Margaret: 720348
5-7pm Housmans, High Street, CS

U3A General Meeting

Andy Smith: ‘Under the influence’ Songs and
music by the likes of The Beatles, Buddy
Holly, Ralph McTell.
2pm URC Hall

CS Methodist Network Group

Holy Week Meditation with Pam Rush
2.30pm CS Methodist Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club

Claire Carter – ‘Since We Last Met’.
Continuation of ‘Perpetually in Motion’ –
movement in landscape photography.
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
7.30pm URC Hall

29 THURSDAY

Stretton Climate Care Energy Advice
Drop-in session, every Thursday.
Info from Jon Cooke: 723205
10am-12 noon HWBC

Knit and Natter on Thursdays

Long-established group, new members of
any ability welcomed. Info from Liz Strachan,
on 07971 289273
10.30am-12noon Berry’s Coffee House

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion
With hymns and re-dedication
11.30am St Laurence’s

Church Stretton Bridge Club

Info from Dom on 723128 or website:
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
1-5pm All Stretton VH

Local & Family History Session

Let our history volunteers guide you in
your local & history research. Free internet
access to Ancestry.
1-4pm CS Library

Latin Lessons at the Library
1.45-2.45pm Beginners Latin
2.45-3.45pm Latin Course 2

Stretton Community Singers

Open to all who love singing
Every Thursday. £5 sub
Enquiries: Kate Buttolph 720358
7-9pm Activity Room, Mayfair

Red Grouse Count Project Briefing

New helpers wanted. All welcome, no
expertise required as training provided.
Counts take place from 5 Apr-10 May.
Info from Abbi Knight: 07807 447309 or
website: www.ShropsCWGs.org.uk
7.30pm Tea Room, Carding Mill Valley

30 GOOD FRIDAY

CS Country Market

Local fresh baking and produce, plus a wide
selection of hand crafted items.
Info from Anne: 722970
8.30am-12noon Mayfair

Services and Walk of Witness

10.30am Service at the Methodist Church,
followed by:
11.40am Walk of Witness from station road/
Central Avenue junction, to:
12noon Open Service in the Square

Service: ‘Hour by the Cross’
2-3pm St Laurence’s

Christian Meditation Group

Experience the practice of Christian
Meditation in a small group. No charge.
Contact John Dennison: 722599
2.15pm Home of John Dennison

Walking Football (played indoors)
Community Project for over 55s
Contact Ken: 328514
4.30-5.30pm CS Leisure Centre

Stretton Traidcraft

Fairtrade goods for sale
10.30am-1pm Mayfair

Stretton Focus
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What’s On continued
31 EASTER SATURDAY

WHAT’S ON IN EARLY APRIL

Men’s Walk around Rectory Wood

Followed by an open-air service in Rectory
Field, then tea/coffee and hot cross buns at
the Parish Centre.
7.30am Meet at the Parish Centre

Strettons Table Tennis Club

Key to Abbreviations/Addresses:

1 EASTER SUNDAY

Services at St Laurence’s:

8am Holy Communion (traditional)
9.30am Holy Communion (common)
11.05 ‘Scratch’ informal Communion

3 TUESDAY

Cost: £3 adults, £1.50 under-16s
Info from Bernard Colvin: 724084
9.30-11.30am CS Leisure Centre

Scrappies Children’s Workshop

Sit and Knit

Fancy a go at knitting? Why not come to our
knit and natter session? Bring needles and
wool if you have them.
10am-12.30pm CS Library

Easter Holiday ‘Make & Take’
£3.50 per child (£2 for Crafty Kids Club
members). For age 7+
Book early: 728508
10.30am-12.30pm or 1.30-3.30pm

P.A.C.T. Police Surgery

Subject to police duties/incidents
3pm Police Station

CS – Church Stretton
CS Library – Church Street, SY6 6DQ Tel:
722535
CS School – Shrewsbury Rd, SY6 6EX
Tel: 722209
St. Laurence’s Church/CS Parish Centre –
Church St, SY6 6DQ
Mayfair – Mayfair Community Centre,
Easthope Rd, SY6 6BL. Tel: 722077
HWBC – Health and Well Being Centre, next
to Mayfair, SY6 6BL
Methodist Church – Watling St South, SY6
7BG
SHI – Silvester Horne Institute,
High St, SY6 6BY. Tel: 720132
URC – United Reformed Church, High St,
SY6 6BY
VH – Village Hall
Contact Numbers – only numbers OUTSIDE
the CS dialling code area (01694) will
include the full number.

Church Stretton Community Games 2018
A Further Call for Community Interest

Is there enough interest and enthusiasm?
DON`T MISS THE CHANCE TO SHOWCASE YOUR
ORGANISATION!

I

n last month’s Focus we set out a call for any interest
for the proposed Church Stretton Community Games
planned to be held at the School and Leisure Centre on
14th July 2018. We also circulated all previous participant
organisations.
At the time of writing this article we have received some
interest and we have registered a few sporting and cultural
organisations. However, there has not been the interest and
enthusiasm we experienced at our previous very successful
events. It is a massive undertaking to organise these Games,
and we need to be sure that there is sufficient enthusiasm
and interest in the community.
At this time of risk to many of our local services –
including our Leisure Centre and Swimming Pool – there
is a need for our community to pull together in the spirit of
co-operation. So this is an opportunity for our community
to use the power of Sport, Leisure and Culture to engage
with each other to lead healthier lives. Sport, Leisure and
Culture can bring people together, bond communities, raise
aspirations and speak to people like very few things can.
We are still hopeful that Sports, Leisure and Cultural
Clubs and Groups will wish to showcase their organisation.
This is an exciting opportunity to celebrate the wealth of
community spirit and facilities in the Church Stretton Area.
This opportunity will be open to all providers of the
above, and to all members of the Community, whatever
level of ability.
It will be a free event – free for clubs and organisations
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to participate - and free admission for the public.
This is our chance to showcase our Community with
static displays; demonstrations; and public participation
and to celebrate the Sporting, Leisure, Art and Cultural
opportunities on offer.
It will only happen if there is sufficient support.
If you are able to participate, or you are able to offer
help by volunteering before or on the day of the event, then
please join the spirit of community co-operation and let us
know.
Should you wish to discuss this in more detail, or if you
have any observations or comments, please contact: Alan
Fox: (01694) 725588 (H); 07977060303 (mob); or email:
alandavidfox@live.co.uk
Alan Fox

Like to join the Editorial team
at Focus?
We need another person to join our editorial
team. The principal task is to format articles
sent in by the public into the house style. We’ll
teach you how to do this – it’s easy!
If you are new to the Strettons, this is a
great way to meet people and feel part of the
community.
If you are interested, please contact the editors
at editor@strettonfocus.co.uk for further details.

March 2018
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LEE BROWN PLUMBING AND HEATING
GAS, NATURAL AND LPG, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CATERING ENGINEERS

GAS AND BOILER SERVICING, INSTALLATIONS AND BREAKDOWNS
COOKERS AND FIRES
GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATES
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
SMALL PLUMBING WORK ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN
UNVENTED CYLINDERS, POWER FLUSHING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
WATER REGULATIONS
TEL: 01694 724429
MOBILE: (DAYTIME): 07870 754201

ALL PLUMBING JOBS
PLUMBING

CALL PETER FLOYD
(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
RELIABLE SERVICE, REASONABLE PRICES

07885 585849

Stretton Bathrooms
Shower Rooms
Budget — Luxury
Level Access Shower
Hand Rails, Ramps etc

Call Mike Mob - 07966 132687
Home - 01694 720290

CHRIS GRAHAM
KITCHEN FITTER
A COMPLETE SERVICE

KITCHENS SUPPLIED AND FITTED OR FIT ONLY
●
NEW DOORS AND WORKTOPS TO EXISTING
KITCHENS
●
MADE TO MEASURE
FITTED WARDROBES
FREE CONSULTATION AND QUOTE

07946 413717
Stretton Focus

01694 720191
March 2018
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The Club
nteresting article in your January issue of Focus about
the closure of the Church Stretton & District Club
and reflecting on happier times when the Club was a
thriving attraction.
Sadly the Club had been allowed to deteriorate over
recent times with many functions, supported by local
residents, being cancelled at short notice and without good
reason, much to the disappointment of those who tries to
attend. Other minor issues, which could so easily have been
resolved, were allowed to escalate without much thought to
the loss in revenue or the goodwill of the members. The end
result of all this, of course, was the decline in attendance as
members went elsewhere for their entertainment.
The committee, however, seemed either unable or
unwilling to see or accept this, instead burying their heads
in the sand and blaming it on the members for drifting
away. They even commented on their own website “no more
negative comments please”!
What sort of organisation ignores criticism?
That is the only way you learn where you are going
wrong, surely?
However, the damage is now done, and the losers in all
of this are the good people of Stretton who have supported
the Club over the years (as your article showed) only to feel
perhaps that they have been let down in the end.
So what of the future for the Club - if indeed there is
one?
It would be nice to think that some business individual
or organisation could see its potential and make a success of
it again. However, that would not be an easy task, as having
lost the support and goodwill of its regulars it would be an
uphill struggle to win them back.
Time will tell I suppose.
Ian K. Cartwright

I

A Reply to Chris Moores
hris Moores has made two lengthy contributions
to the February issue, firstly a letter on “Abuse of
Privilege” p15 and secondly an article “Doomed
to Failure”, p22. I should like to make just two points in
response.
I feel he has misrepresented what Richard Hill said in
Anglican Voice (January issue). Richard gave the example
of Paul of Tarsus who set out to persecute Christians but
himself encountered Jesus Christ. Richard said persecution
is happening to Christians today in places like Iran and
Egypt, and yet people are turning to Christ. I may add
that leading Christian charities (Barnabas Fund and Open
Doors) have given numerous examples of Christians under
terrible persecution, and also the fact that some of different
faiths have become Christians through their noble example.
Richard went on to warn that our freedom in this country
needs to be preserved, as more and more we are being
asked to follow a secular agenda. “Christian Concern” give
numerous examples on their website, but all of us are aware,
for example, that Tim Farron could no longer preside as
leader of a political party because he took the Biblical view
of sexuality.
In “Doomed to Failure” Chris Moores seems to point
to a “single, global government, with overriding powers”

C
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to solve our problems. I agree that many of our problems
are man-made, but surely this is because mankind itself
is corrupted, as the Bible clearly points out. A world
government would almost certainly be dictatorial and
hugely bureaucratic. The Bible does point to a time when
Christ will reign and there will be true peace on earth, but
it first calls for repentance and acknowledgement of our sin.
But God does not want us to be doomed and he loved us
so much that he gave us his Son to die for our sins. While
there are many good people striving for peace and justice,
and these must be supported and applauded, the only
way to reverse our failure is to turn both individually and
nationally to the One who has given himself for us.
Paul James
Abuse of Privilege?
here is much in Chris Moore’s articles in Focus in
February that I could agree with, were it not for
his (perhaps predictable) attacks on religion. His
concern for the Rohingya, and Sufis as well as Copts in
Egypt, is one that I share. He is right to be fearful for the
future of our fragile planet, though his solution - agreement
on global government - contradicts his later assertion that
humanity is incapable of working together.
He criticises the place of bishops in the House of Lords,
and the Archbishop of Canterbury’s recent speech there on
schooling. But he does not understand the present role of
the Bishops, and I think he misrepresents the Archbishop. If
you want to bandy statistics, the 26 bishops represent about
3.5% of the notional membership of the Lords. Does that
mean the 17% of Anglicans in the country (Mr Moores’
figures) are grossly under-represented? More seriously, you
could argue that their role in the church, hearing concerns
and problems through their parishes and dioceses, gives
them a countrywide ‘constituency’ which is lacking for
most other Peers. Unlike other members their system of
appointment is now largely independent of party politics.
But the church recognises that the Lords does need reform,
and is ready to co-operate in this when the politicians get
round to it, whether that means reduction in Anglican
representation, or more radical change.
Mr Moores rightly says that only a single bishop is
present in the house at any one time. This is by design,
not disinterest; not just because bishops have other duties,
but so as not to abuse the perceived privilege which he
complains of. The ‘duty bishop’ is, I believe, expected to
lead their lordships in prayer at the beginning of each
session, and to be ready to respond in debates.
More specifically, he claims that in a recent debate the
Archbishop “castigates non-church schools, claiming that
they do not provide ‘confidence in personal values.” This
rather over-states the case. Only two or three sentences in a
long speech touch on this matter. Perhaps I should quote
the archbishop himself; “I pay tribute to the immense hard
work of heads, teachers, … who make so many church
and other schools the successes that they are. …” But he
continues, “A major obstacle, though, to our education
system is a lack of clear internal and commonly held values.
We live in a country where an overarching story which is the
framework for explaining life has more or less disappeared.
We have a world of unguided and competing narratives,

T
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where the only common factor is the inviolability of
personal choice. This means that, for schools that are not
of a religious character, confidence in any personal sense of
ultimate values has diminished. Utilitarianism rules, and
skills move from being talents held for the common good,
which we are entrusted with as benefits for all, to being
personal possessions for our own advantage.” This is lament
not castigation.
Is he right? As an example I think of a recent TV
programme examining our human ancestor, Homo erectus.
Faced with evidence that a disabled individual was cared for
and fed for many years, the presenter, a research scientist
in her own right, immediately commented that this must
have conveyed some evolutionary advantage, though she
was vague as to what that was. Her overarching explanatory
framework is mechanistic, not humane, despite evidence
that cooperation and (at a higher level) care lie at the heart
of creation. It is this insidious chipping away at human
values which is as dangerous to a religious (and perhaps even
to a humanist - a small H) world-view as outright physical
persecution.
The archbishop comments that ‘the inviolability of
personal choice’ is the only common value held in secular
society. I fear that he is wrong. One of the failings of this
kind of liberalism is its intolerance of personal choice
divergent from its own. In the past century we have learned
to work with conscientious objectors in matters of warfare,
but on recent evidence have violated the consciences
of a political leader or of business owners in matters of
sexual morality. They appear set up by the ‘liberal’ press
or particular lobby groups who will not accept a view
different from their own. (Homo sapiens is good at that, as
Mr Moores says!) Again, this is not a physical attack, but it
deprives people of livelihood and threatens conscientious
freedom.
Mr Moores, not for the first time, champions education
in which pupils learn to ‘forensically examine’ religious
and secular belief systems. I wonder when he last looked
at an RE syllabus, and whose it was. Over 25 years ago I
was involved in writing the Manchester Diocese’s syllabus.
We consciously set about making pupils aware of as many
faiths as feasible, with a view to assessing truth-claims and
promoting understanding. Manchester’s secular ‘Agreed
Syllabus’ at the time would have been a good starter for a
Social Anthropology course. Perhaps he has his wish already.
Greg Forster

G

oodness gracious me. What a bleak and joyless
view of the world expressed by Chris Moores in
the February issue! It’s a wonder that anyone ever
gets out of bed in the morning. Surely, there must be some
bright spots to relieve this dystopian gloom.
The community of Church Stretton is one of them.
As far as I can see, the seven churches in the Strettons
get on very well together. There is no divisiveness. There
is certainly a spirit of mutual respect, cooperation and
goodwill. Mayfair is full of people volunteering their time
for the benefit of others. Volunteers give us a wonderful Arts
Festival. And I have yet to meet a person who abides by the
law of the jungle or wishes to slaughter his neighbour. We
re-cycle our rubbish every week. Some have solar panels,
some walk to reduce car use. If the individual can make very
little difference, then why are we all bothering?
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The “single, global government with overriding powers
...” is not and never will be a realistic option. But this does
not mean that we should dispense with positive attitudes,
nor does it mean that positive attitudes are useless as
implied in the article. I am tempted to advise Mr Moores
to get himself off on a cruise, enjoy life, and write shorter
articles for Focus. Then we will have less gloom and doom.
Harriet Edkins
The Church Roof
urther to the article in last month’s Focus about
re-roofing St Laurence’s church, I’d like to add a few
thoughts.
It’s a testament to our peaceful Church Stretton
community that the church can remain open every day
when many other buildings around the country, whether
faith based or secular, must be closed, locked and bolted
against thieves and vandalism. Visitors to our town, as well
as local residents, can wander in whenever they like; some
keen to add knowledge to research, some to pray and some
just out of curiosity.
Church buildings aren’t solely about faith in our
modern world, even though deep faith in God and His Son
was where they began their lives. A significant number of
visitors to our town now take a short detour from shops and
cafes to this building because of its history, or to see how
such an ancient place has been remodelled for 21st Century
use. Some visit Church Stretton solely to visit the church,
visits that bring economic benefits to us all. Many people
visit the building for concerts, recitals and other events. It
continues to be a vibrant place for all the people of the town
and its vicinity, not simply for its growing congregation.
Now, however, time seems to have caught up with this
much-valued place. We learn that its roof is crumbling
and needs quite a bit of TLC. In this case, it’s impossible
to separate our history from our Christian heritage, so,
whether you believe that churches are the house of God or
not, watching the process of re-roofing this building in the
heart of our town should be of interest to all of us.
Christine Williams

F

Meditation in the Christian
tradition now on Fridays

C

hristian Meditation has been available in Church
Stretton for almost a year now. From March, the
Christian Meditation Group will meet on Friday
afternoons each week at 2.15pm, rather than on Mondays
and Tuesdays. We are a small but inclusive bunch currently
representing Methodists, URC, Quakers and no-church.
Newcomers and enquirers are always welcome. Why might
it interest you? Well, regardless of whether you attend
Church or not, you might identify with the aphorism: “We
are not human beings on a spiritual journey, but spiritual
beings on a human journey” (and you won’t be upset by
words like “God” and “prayer”). Our sessions last under
an hour. We start with some music to quieten the mind,
followed by a short talk, 20 minutes of silent meditation,
some music to ease us back and an opportunity for those
who wish to reflect over a cup of tea. More information
from John Dennison, on 01694 722599.
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Where the words come from

W

hen a new idea comes along, how do we decide if
it’s a good idea or not, how do we move forward?
We can read about it, think it through, perhaps
talk about it to other people. But some conversations are
more useful than others. A conversation looking at different
points of view, seeing the pros and cons clearly is helpful.
Disparaging anyone who thinks differently is not.
Some people would say that the helpful kind of debate
is getting rarer today. Social media means that people can
react first and think second (and then find it difficult to back
down from a publicly expressed view). I’m not sure that this
is any different from past generations. We over-sixties might
like to think that when we were younger things were calmer.
We couldn’t retweet something, or ‘like’ what someone else
had written. We couldn’t instantly mock someone for views
they’d expressed.
But I’m not sure things were any better in the past than
they are now. I’m told that there are examples of this kind
of thing in Ancient Greek literature, where Socrates’ ideas
are attacked, not by criticising his reasoning but by personal
abuse. If it were happening today, the technology would be
different, but the rabble-rousing rhetoric would be unchanged.
If we are going to weigh up a new idea, this doesn’t seem
very helpful. What is needed is to think about the subject

Churches Together
in the Strettons
Churches Together in the Strettons would like to invite you
to the following events in March:
Try Praying – Many of you may have seen adverts on
buses and posters in Shrewsbury and Telford saying ‘Try
Praying’. This is the title of an initiative to give people help
to pray using a booklet called ‘Try Praying’. The booklet
tells stories of what happened to people when they started
praying and gives some tips from the teachings of Jesus
on how to pray. Church members are being given these
booklets during Lent and encouraged to pass them on to
others. So please ask a church member for a copy or pop
into the participating churches to collect a copy.
Coffee Morning – will be held at URC hall 10am-12
noon on Saturday 10th March. Funds raised will be sent
to the Refugee Council to care for the needs of refugees
in the UK. There will be a cake stall, a raffle, tombola,
refreshments and an ‘Anything and Everything’ stall selling
quality items. The raffle prizes will be drawn at 11.45am.
Good Friday – We will be commemorating Good
Friday (30th March) with a succession of three events.
The first of these is a service to be held at 10.30am at
the Methodist Church, Watling Street South. After this
there will be the Walk of Witness, a dignified and silent
procession, which begins at the junction of the station
approach road and Central Avenue, meeting from 11.30
and walking at 11.40. This leads to the open Service in the
Square, which begins at 12 noon.
Richard Hill
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matter without getting it mixed up with the personal. The
mindset that ‘I’m right and if you don’t agree then you
are both wrong and stupid’ doesn’t seem to me to get the
discussion very far. You will find some Quakers operating like
this; we’re not immune. But there are time-honoured Quaker
phrases and stories that express a better way forward.
Some centuries ago, when America was being colonised,
a Quaker, William Penn, went to speak with a Native
American leader. (When I was first told the story, it was
a Red Indian chief, but he was neither red nor Indian, so
Native American leader is more accurate). Anyway, when
William Penn finished speaking, an interpreter stepped
forward. He was stopped by the Native American leader: ‘I
like to listen to where the words come from.’
There are situations in which the translation is
important. We do need to try to explain ideas to one another;
ideas that we perhaps feel passionately about. But that
communication will work better if we speak remembering
that our attitude is an important part of what we are
conveying and we ‘listen to where the words come from’.
Lesley Richards

Book early for Scrappies upcoming children’s
Easter Holiday ‘Make and Take’ craft workshop
Tuesday 3rd April 2018
10:30am – 12:30pm or 1:30pm – 3:30pm
7 years of age +; £3.50 per child
(£2 per child for Crafty Kids Club members)

Look out for our flower arranging materials sale!!!
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The Royal Oak is an ancient free house in a beautiful conservation
village, nestling at the foot of idyllic South Shropshire Hills. We serve
quality, homemade food lunch time and evening Tuesday to Sunday.
Five miles from Church Stretton – closer if you walk! Dog friendly.

01694 771266

van

doesburg’s

gourmet food shop
ready meals • delicatessen • salads • pâtisserie
charcuterie • cheeses • sandwiches
3 High Street, Church Stretton
Monday - Saturday 9.00 - 5.00
01694 722867 • www.vandoesburgs.co.uk

www.at-the-oak.com

Berry’s
17 High Street
Church Stretton
01694 724452
www.berryscoffeehouse.co.uk
Everything is home-made: breakfasts, hot
and cold meals, snacks, cream teas, cakes,
children's menu.
Courtyard, fully licensed: Private room for
up to 12 people by prior arrangement.
Open every day from 9 am to 5 pm
Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence 2017

WILLOWBATCH
CARDING MILL VALLEY

Quality Self Catering
Ideal for your visiting
family and friends
Ring for a brochure
or call in and see us

A ground floor, centrally
heated one bedroom self
catering apartment, set in
the beautiful surroundings
of Carding Mill Valley
100 yards past the
National Trust Pavilion.

Tim and Gill Bebbington
Botvyle Farm,
All Stretton, SY6 7JN
01694 722869
www.botvylefarm.co.uk

Please contact Don Rogers
for rates and availability
on 01694 722358 or
donrogers@gmail.com
www.willowbatch.co.uk

Holiday Cottages

Stretton Focus
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John Stephens Landscapes Ltd

	
  

Est.1964

Serving South Shropshire and beyond for 50 years
	
  

Contractors for Garden Construction, Drive Works,
Stone and Brick Walling,
All Paving Types, Aquatic Features, Drainage
and Ground Works
Supplier of Screened Top Soil, Sands, Hardcore,
Walling Stone, Decorative Gravels and Bark Mulch
Skip Hire and Scrap Metal Collection

INSPIRATIONAL GARDEN DESIGN SERVICE
PLANTING DESIGNS
SOFT / HARD LANDSCAPING

RHS award-winning landscape garden
design company. Established 1996.
For a free no-obligation site visit/quotation, please contact
Shaun on: Mobile: 0777 8844 878 / T. 01584 831733

Email: shaun@uniquelandscapes.co.uk
www.uniquelandscapes.co.uk

1 Hotel Place, Shrewsbury Road,
Church Stretton, SY6 6DZ
Tel: 01694 722475
Fax: 01694 724520
www.johnstephensservices.co.uk
email: jslandscapes@btconnect.com

	
  

KEITH
WARRINGTON
LANDSCAPE
SERVICES
All aspects of garden
maintenance undertaken
Grass cutting, pruning,
hedgecutting, trees, patios,
Pest control, wasps,
moles, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 01694 781393
Mob: 07742 945768

KEVIN FRYER
LANDSCAPE, GARDEN
and LOGS
Patios, Lawns, Grave l,
Walling, Mini-digger work,
Fencing, Hedge Cutting, etc.
SEASONED LOGS FOR
SALE CUT AND SPLIT TO
SIZE REQUIRED

(mobile cut and split
servi ce ava ilable)
Tel: 01694 751282 or
Mob: 07870 208528
Timber Products Ava ilable

Church Stretton
Tree Surgery

Ben Carter
Landscaping,
Grounds Property Maintenance,
Hedge Cutting
Chemical Application
(Lawns, Drives, etc)
Shed, Fence Maintenance
Tree, Shrub Planting,
Woodland Management
Tel: 07891 376638 or
01743 718802
for a quote or further
information

tidy
garden
for all your gardening
needs
Planting, pruning
mowing, hedging, etc.

Call Bob Rogers
Tel: 01743 244402
or 07981 814518

PETER TIPS TIPPER LTD
HAVE YOUR GARDEN AND D.I.Y. REFUSE LOADED AND
REMOVED

SPECIALIST TREE SURGEONS
NPTC Assured and Qualified

★ Grass Cutting
★ Scarifying
★ Hedge Cutting/Pruning
★ Fence Erection
★ Pressure Washing
Established over 20 years

Tel: 01694 724143
Mob: 07929 104350

Integral
Gardens

◆ Pruning
◆ Felling
◆ Dismantling
◆ Deadwood
◆
◆

removal
Hedge cutting
Grass cutting

Call for a FREE Estimate and Survey

TOM HAYWARD

The Golf House,
Church Stretton, SY6 6JH
Tel: 07812 988748

Craven Arms 01588 672761

●
●
●
●
●

Borders maintenance
Garden maintenance
Garden restoration
Lawn maintenance
Garden design and soft
landscaping
● Flowering plants pruning
● Wooden structures
Carlo
01743 344417
07963 991533

And much much more at our
hardware store

HOMDEN EXCAVATIONS &
LANDSCAPING

Hedge cutting, tree felling, fencing repaired and erected
Small loads of sand, coloured gravel, soil and bark mulch
Raised beds, demolition work. House clearance
TO DISCUSS YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND FOR
PERSONAL SERVICE GIVE ME A RING

01694 771461
email petertipton52@gmail.com
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DRIVEWAYS - PAVING
GROUNDWORKS
FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICE
MINI DIGGER & DRIVER FOR HIRE
TOP SOIL & STONE SUPPLIED
WHEELBARROW JOBS NO PROBLEM
Phone Ben on 01743 718216 or 07812 565684
March 2018
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Mayfair News
Horsing Around
ne of Mayfair’s 44bs
(adults with learning
difficulties) group, Jason
Wood, has been attending the
Riding for the Disabled (RDA)
session at Berriewood Farm, Condover for the last nine
years. Jason began riding to help improve his confidence,
posture and core stability – which this has done. He is
their longest serving member and has ridden a total of eight
different horses since he began. Jason’s group has recently
grown from two to five members, now that three teenage
boys have joined from a local school. Some of the other
group members would like to try horse riding too but
unfortunately due to a shortage in certain sized horses they
have yet to do this. Instead they take apples and carrots to
feed and stroke the horses.

O

Could you Volunteer at
Ring and Ride?
Could you help our vital
Ring and Ride Service? We
need volunteers to help passengers with walking difficulties,
using wheelchairs and carrying shopping. Full training will
be provided. We also need help in our office on a Tuesday
and Thursday morning, taking bookings, cancellations,
answering queries and generally to assist in the smooth
running of Ring and Ride. Again, full training will be given.
We also need volunteers to help in our busy kitchen and
other areas of Mayfair too!
Book Sale volunteers needed too, to collect and sort
books in preparation for our book sales!
If you have any spare time please contact Angela Ellis,
our Volunteer Co-ordinator on 01694 722077.
Daycare Event
Come along to our Spring Coffee Morning on Friday
23rd March from 10am-12noon. Join us in Daycare for
a cup of tea/coffee, biscuit and a chat; an Easter Bonnet
competition and fun and games. Pots of spring bulbs for
sale and an Easter raffle. All welcome.
Cancer Awareness Week
All are welcomed to a series of events
in Mayfair’s Community and Health
and Wellbeing Centre.
Friday 9th March 10.30am-12
noon: Your crowning glory – with
Tracy Reynolds from Hairpeace.
A short informal talk on the history
of wigs, wig construction, advantages
and disadvantages of types of wigs and what might suit you
– for anyone with an interest in hair loss. You can even try
some on if you wish and have a chat with Tracy afterwards.
Book through Mayfair. Tracy is the founder of Shropshire
Wig Bank and supports Severn Hospice.
Monday 12th March at 2.30pm:
Everyone is welcome to join the Stretton & Shropshire
Cancer Care Group meeting at Mayfair to hear about
support and therapies available at the Hamar Centre at
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital. Meet one of the Hamar Centre
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team and learn about the counselling and support services
on offer – you will be surprised.
Tuesday 13th March, 10.30am-12.30pm: Living Well
with Cancer
A short talk from a specialist on the benefits of eating well
and moving more to help you feel better during and after
your cancer treatment. Myth busting about food and diet
and exercise you can and can’t do before, during and after
treatment. Speakers will be from the Macmillan Integrated
Therapy Service physiotherapy and dietetics team.
Wednesday 14th March 10am-12 noon: Finances and
Benefits – Caroline Morris
Caroline will be talking about the finances and benefits
available to support you though and after treatment. There
will be an opportunity to have one-to-one chats with
Caroline after her talk. Caroline is from the Macmillan
Welfare Rights Service.
There will also be a Macmillan Cancer Support
Information stand all week in the Health and Wellbeing
Centre.
These events have been organised by Stretton &
Shropshire Cancer Care Group, Mayfair Community
Centre and Macmillan Cancer Support.
For more information or to book a place call Mayfair on
01694 722077 or pop in to reception. Mayfair Community
and Health & Wellbeing Centre, Easthope Road, Church
Stretton. SY6 6BL.
Healthy Friendships
Mayfair are pleased to be able to announce that Healthy
Friendships will be running two weekly sessions at Mayfair.
A ‘Wellbeing Group’ and a ‘Friends Together – Memory
and Respite Group’ started at Mayfair in February. The
‘Wellbeing Group’ is for those who are experiencing mental
or emotional distress of any kind, and who feel isolated,
anxious or low in mood. Activities are aimed at reducing
isolation and encouraging participation. The group meets
every Monday at Mayfair from 2-4pm.
The ‘Friends Together – Memory and Respite Group’
gives those with dementia and their carers a supportive and
informal environment in which to meet new people and try
new activities. Carers are welcome to stay and participate in
the groups or take a couple of hours’ respite. Groups are led
by fully trained staff and supported by volunteers. Activities
include seated sports, music, relaxation, reminiscence,
cognitive stimulation and arts and crafts, guest speakers,
lunch clubs and occasional social outings. The group meets
on a Tuesday, from 2-4pm.
The Original Mayfair Art Group
We’re a group of independent people who like to draw
and paint. We each like to go our own way, but also seek
the unbiased opinion of others in the group. We enjoy
experimenting and trying new ways, sometimes attempting
to learn from professional and museum art. We call
ourselves the Original Mayfair Art Group. Does this sound
the sort of thing you might like to try? If so, we would love
to meet you and welcome you to the group. we meet in the
Art Room upstairs in the Mayfair Centre every Thursday at
2pm. Maybe see you there.
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The Gardener’s Tale

“I

ask you! She called him the gardener. Anyone could
see he wasn’t. It was early. I was getting my tools
ready. Perhaps I shouldn’t, being the festival, but
there’d been a burial Friday, unexpected, after I’d gone home
for Sabbath. I mean, you don’t hang around on Friday, it’s
special. Especially for Passover. Anyway, there’d be tidying to
do. They’d set guards. Odd that, but you know soldiers and
rubbish! Not that I saw them. They’d scarpered. That’s odd
too. ‘Deserting their post’, eh?
“Yes. Calling him the gardener. The very thought! Mind
you, with so much coming and going she wouldn’t know
who was there. That early too! First that bunch of women, all
agitated, spooked. Not into talking, either. Frighted!
“Then the other two, arguing; ‘Can’t you see? it’s like he
said.’ ‘Don’t be daft. You saw him strung up? Things like that
don’t happen.’
“They went, and I came in. They shouldn’t’ve been here,
mind you. It’s Joseph’s private garden, and grave, so what were
they doing? But I don’t invite trouble. But they were carrying
something – a shroud, now you ask. Perhaps I should’ve
stopped them. But between you and me, Joseph’s got a shekel
or two. He won’t notice if something walks.
“So this woman, crying, but I ask you! Calling him the
gardener. That’s my job. Look at my hands. No matter how
you wash there’s dirt. What with the guard I crept in, cautious
like. But they weren’t there. Now they’ve put it out – the
high-ups, I mean – they were asleep and woke up to find his
followers had nicked the body. Doesn’t ring true, that. Soldiers
don’t admit to sleeping on duty. Not if they want to keep their
heads – and they have. I saw them in the tavern, blabbing like
I’m telling you now, free with their tongues. Free with money,
too. It’s like they’d been told to gossip. I mean! Moving those
door-stones takes effort, and noise. It must’ve taken effort
to sleep through that! And if they were asleep, how come
they know who did it? That’s fishy – but don’t let on. Some
things aren’t safe out loud, if you get me – present company
excepted. But something spooked them, and they didn’t sleep
through it either. I’d like to know what it was, though.
“Him the gardener! Anyone could see he wasn’t. A
man’s got his pride! Mind you, his hands were bashed, wrists
battered. They were strong hands, a craftsman’s but not a
gardener’s. I saw. She wanted to grab him. He fended her off;
‘No, don’t hold me.’
And his clothes weren’t a gardener’s. They weren’t tucked
up, or grimy like mine. They were like the special ones for the
temple. Didn’t she see, tears or no tears?
“Then I saw. Gave me a turn, I’ll say. The grave was
broken. Poor woman! No wonder she wept. I smelt ointment
too. To put on the body, I suppose. It was a rush on Friday,
once they’d got him off the cross, Joseph and the servants.
He’d need spices, to mask the smell. Though how she was
going to get in I don’t know. She couldn’t move that stone
herself. Maybe the others did it between them. Anyroad, the
stone was pushed aside. They’ll get done for desecration. The
high-ups have put out new rules against that. Funny! Like
closing the stable after the donkey’s scarpered.
“There she was, staring at the perfume; the grave empty
and nothing to put it on, and then he’s there.
‘If you’ve taken him,’ she says, ‘show me. I’ll look after
him.’
Yes, she thought he was the gardener, and wanted to
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take over from him. She must’ve thought we’d been told he
couldn’t stay in Joseph’s grave – or maybe he’d know where
the soldiers had dumped him. Just like the high-ups to pull a
trick like that! Mind you, if so, you’d think they’d parade the
corpse. You know there’s rumours flying around, don’t you?
“Where was I? Yes, she talks to him like he was me. Then
he speaks. Her name, I think, gentle, reassuring. I picks that
up. She shrieks ‘teacher’ and tries to grab him. I mean, that’s
not proper. A woman doesn’t grab a man in public, specially
not a rabbi. He stops her. Quite right! Sends her packing. But
now you ask, he didn’t seem angry. Still that reassuring voice,
and he points towards the gate, and she hitches up her skirts
and runs. I nearly goes up to him then. After all, what was he
doing there? But I takes my eyes off him as I watches her go.
Pretty girl …. When I looks back, he’s not there. Can’t say
where he went. Just not there.
“I peeps in, though. Carefully. I mean, if I touched
anything I’d be unclean for the festival, but I looks. Strange!
After two days you expect a smell. Bodies … well, they rots.
But all I smells is that ointment. Inside? Nothing. It had been
used. The shelf ’s swept – where they puts the body. There’s
footprints, but from when?
“Then I hears it. Tramp, tramp. I scarpers, I can say. You
don’t mix it with those guys. All hell breaks loose. The officer
barks orders. The corporal marks the ground. They cordons
off the gates and starts a search, so – don’t tell, but there’s a
place I nip over next door. They press good wine, and their
gardener’s my mate. I goes over, then slips home. It’s Festival,
after all. I had a word with Joseph, mind you. He says he
knows, and I’m to keep stumm till he can explain.
“What do I make of it? You may well ask! That grave was
empty. That woman reckoned she’d met him – the one buried
there; him they strung up for challenging Rome and saying
we should change our ways. And something spooked the
guard.”
Greg Forster
A full version of this story is available from the author or on
St.Laurence’s bookstall.

Know your local history
Where Is It
Answer on page 42
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SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
CCTV INSTALLED
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554
Stretton Focus
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Anglican Voice

Making Everyone’s Life Easier
ave you ever thought how much easier it
would be if you could book your Doctor’s
appointment on line, order your repeat
prescriptions too, as well as viewing your test results, at
any time of the day or night?
Using Patient Access you can do all these things
securely and conveniently over the Internet at a time
that suits you.
The first thing you have to do is to go to the Surgery
and pick up a Patient Access leaflet containing the
necessary application form. This leaflet gives you all
the information you need to join the world of Patient
Access.
When you have filled in the short form, you will
need to take it into the Surgery along with photographic
identification (driving licence/passport/bus pass) if
you only want to book appointments and order repeat
prescriptions.
If however you want, in addition, to look at your
records/test results, you will need to produce proof of
address (bank or credit card statements). This facility is
only available if you are over 16.
Once your information has been processed you
will be given personal log in details. These, along with
a password of your choosing, will ensure details are
unique to you and will not be shared with anyone else.
All information that is sent to the Surgery via Patient
Access is secure. Your personal details are encrypted and
protected so they cannot be intercepted.
Why not try Patient Access this year and save
yourself a lot of time and effort.
As well as making things easier for you, it also
helps the Practice, by cutting down telephone calls and
appointments.
You, meanwhile, can be more in control of your
health and wellbeing.
H Claytonsmith
Strettondale Patient Participation Group

H

O

“You can be anything you want!”
hen I was growing up, I first wanted to
be an engine driver because we lived near
a railway line, then a cricketer playing for
England, then my heart was set on being a solicitor.
But after coming to faith in Christ, I began to feel this was
not God’s will for me, and eventually I found myself being
prompted in the direction of ordained ministry.
Now I am jolly glad I did not become a solicitor, as I don’t
think I would have been a very good one! Whilst some may
disagree (!), I think I did find my vocation and have been very
fulfilled in what I have been doing.
Obviously we cannot all be Prime Minister and sometimes
too many people wanting to be PM has not served our
country very well. We cannot all play for England and it is
wrong to build up people’s hopes, when they would be better
served pursuing another path of development. Surely we need
to be realistic with ourselves and honest with others about
their limitations.
So I am personally grateful that the One who knows me
inside out found the path that fitted me like a glove and has
steered my course, even if it has had bumps along the way.
As I particularly reflect in Lent, my own wishes may indulge
my lower nature but they are not always in my best interests.
A promise of God many have found helpful says, “I know
the plans I have for you, plans not to harm but to give you a
future and a hope” (Jer. 29:11).
Richard Hill

W

Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care

ur meeting on Monday 12th March marks the start of Cancer Awareness Week, which is being hosted by
Mayfair at the Health and Wellbeing Centre. Our meeting is held in the Jubilee Room at Mayfair and starts at
2.30pm. Everyone is welcome.
Our speaker, Jenny Lakin, the new co-ordinator at the Hamar Centre at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, will bring
us up to speed with the range of services offered to cancer patients. These range from counselling to complementary
therapies. The Hamar Centre has supported many of our members over the years and we look forward to a growing
relationship.
During Cancer Awareness Week different service providers will be discussing what they offer to people with cancer,
their carers and families. Members of Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care will be available throughout the week to
answer questions about the group and what it offers to local people affected by cancer.
Stretton & Shropshire Cancer Care meetings end with tea in the Mayfair café. If you have been affected by cancer
we welcome you to join us.
Roger Wilson
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Paul Tinsley Builder
No job too big, fast response, highest standards
Specialist in extensions, alterations, porches,
patios and fencing etc.
01694 781371 or mobile 07929 232999
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Bash it like Beckham!

S

uddenly croquet is catching the eye of one of Britain’s
best known celebrities. David Beckham has bought
a new house in the fashionable Cotswolds and added
a 60ft croquet lawn. One’s mind can’t help thinking
about those tough, hard-tackling and sometimes not very
gentlemanly footballing friends of his attempting the
genteel game of croquet. No, it is not the ‘vicious’ game that
everyone says it is!

around the country, like here in Church Stretton. Our game
goes by the name of Association Croquet and the most
accurate adjective for it is not ‘vicious’ but ‘skilful’. So, here
comes the clarification…
In Garden Croquet, as it is correctly called (likely to be
the game played by the Beckham’s guests) if you hit your
opponent’s ball into the proverbial bushes you have done
well as his or her ability to make progress has obviously
been made difficult, hence its being called ‘vicious’.
(Sadly croquet is not a contact sport so you can’t jab your
opponent in the ribs while the referee isn’t looking!)
In contrast, in Association Croquet you want to use
your opponent’s balls to progress around the lawn so need
to keep them in play. Here in Church Stretton our most
skilled players are capable of making twelve hoops in one
turn using all four balls on the lawn. This is the open-airlovers answer to snooker.

Mike Proctor
Photo: Geoff Taylor

Serious business in the glorious Shropshire sun.
Simon Nicol wields the mallet.
Photo: Geoff Taylor
However, something must be clarified. There is a
difference between the game played on country houses’
back lawns and the game played in dozens of croquet clubs
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If all this sounds daunting then fear not, because our
club offers newcomers five sessions of coaching to get
them going, without any obligation to join us. Moreover,
because it is a handicap sport, beginners get 14 bisques for
a game (a bisque represents an extra turn taken whenever
one wishes). It is not unusual for new players to beat
more experienced players in their first season thanks to
the handicap difference…as the writer of this article can
testify!
With around 30 members your local club has punched
beyond its weight this season by winning the West Midlands
Federation cup against far larger clubs such as Kenilworth,
Edgbaston and our good friends, and highly competitive
neighbours, in Shrewsbury. In all fairness it must also be
reported that they beat us in a local friendly match for the
A49 cup… but only just.
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Recipe of the Month
Boiled Fruit Loaf
hat could be more uplifting on a cold spring
afternoon than tea and homemade cake? This
recipe was passed to me some 40 years ago by
a Shropshire farming family and apart from being lovely,
it improves with keeping, can be served with or without a
smattering of butter and is made all in one saucepan (plus
loaf tin), so produces minimal washing up.

W

At rest in the shade. From left: Maxine Lainchbury,
Sally Bicker-Caarten, Liz Bourke, John Knowles.
Photo: Geoff Taylor.
However, if this all seems rather serious then please
come and watch our club afternoons on Tuesdays. Here you
will observe much fun and laughter with cake and biscuits
once a month, and a marvellous strawberry tea during the
interval on, of course, a sunny day. And, by the way, you
will be amazed at how much exercise you take in the course
of a game, so you keep fit as well!
So, don’t bash it like a Beckham but drive it, rush it,
roll it (no, not with your hand) or stop-shot it like the
skilled player you will become. Here’s the invitation: search
“Stretton Croquet” or telephone me on 01694 722610 and
swing it for pleasure.
Fane Conant
Secretary

1. Put the following ingredients into a saucepan.
● 1 cup soft brown sugar
● 1 cup mixed fruit
● 1 cup milk
● 113g/4oz margarine
Boil for 3-4 minutes. Leave to go cold.
Preheat oven to 180° C/160° C fan
2. Add:
● 2 cups plain flour
● ½ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
● ½ teaspoon baking powder
● 1 large egg
Mix well and pour into a loaf tin. Cook for 1 hour – or
until a skewer inserted comes out clean.
Heidi

(Eds) With sincere thanks to Her Ladyship for her years
of tremendous service to the magazine. We wish her
continued health and happiness in her retirement.

Trivia Corner No. 172
by Ken Willis
1. What stretch of water does Scotland’s Forth
Bridge span?
2. King’s Lynn is in which English county?
3. Where is the Isle of Sheppey?
4. What is mainland Britain’s most easterly town?
5. On which river is the Somerset town of Frome?
The highly prized West Midlands League Cup

Stretton Focus
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Rotary Club of
Church Stretton
Report and Thanks
hough Christmas
now seems to be a
long time ago, The
Rotary Club of Church
Stretton is pleased to report on our Tree of
Lights appeal for 2017. The Tree of Light
situated in the Square, Church Stretton has
always been a key part of the community’s
Christmas celebrations, brightening up the
town and being centre stage of Rotary’s
Carols in the Square.
Through the generosity of those who
sponsored a light, in memory of 400 loved
ones or causes, the Church Stretton Tree
of Light, together with the Tree of Light in
Craven Arms, raised over £2780.
Hope House Children’s Hospice,
Severn Hospice and Midlands Air
Ambulance each will receive a third share of
the money raised.
The Rotary Club of Church Stretton
must also thank the following for their help
and support in making the Tree of Light
appeal so successful:
Matthew Stephens (John Stephens
Landscaping), Wendy and Chris Davis
(Ragleth Inn), Mrs Martha Tryers (Two
Grow Heathrow Community Allotment
Trust), Stuart Wright (Wrights Estate
Agents), Sam Wood (McCartneys Estate
Agents), PCB Solicitors, Craven Arms
Community Centre and all others who
gave up their time.
Once again the community of Church
Stretton and Craven Arms have shown
how generous they are. The Rotary Club of
Church Stretton is most grateful to you all
and hopes to see you next year.
Thank you all for your support.
Peter Burt
President, Rotary Club of Church Stretton

T

Shrewsbury Police Choir
You supported us so well over
Christmas and at our Classic Cars in the
Square event that we now ask for your
support for our next event, a visit by the
ever popular Shrewsbury Police Choir, in aid
of our campaign to eliminate Polio from the
world, from 350,000 new cases every year
down to less than 50. The Choir will be
entertaining us at Church Stretton School
on Friday 16th March at 7.30 pm. Tickets
(£8) are available from Burway Books, John
Thomas Florists, Wrights or any Rotarian.
We look forward to seeing you.
George Roby
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Methodist Voice
Love is Come Again …
“Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.”

S

pring begins in March even though the weather gets muddled and
snows and sleets. However, we know the days are longer, the bare trees
are hazed, and spears of green produce glorious bursts of colour. There
is a feeling of quickening in the earth, of new beginnings.
Holy Week at the end of the month seems to suggest otherwise. It points
to tragedy and death in the story of Jesus of Nazareth. But, like winter there
will be a new beginning. There will be Easter.
“When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Jesus’ touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.”
(Carol by J.M.C. Cram)

Christopher George

Pazapa Fundraiser

C

hurch Stretton Club had an informative and inspirational talk
from Helen Crumpton, a local supporter and fund raiser for
Pazapa, a charity in Haiti established in 1987.
Its mission is to support the education , development and medical
treatment of children with special needs and to eventually integrate them
into the community at large. Haiti is a desperately poor country, blighted
by severe hurricanes and earthquakes, and these very disadvantaged
children have no other facilities to give them a much-needed start in life.
They are not accepted into the school system and are often neglected by
their families, being regarded as non-productive. Medical and surgical
treatments are provided as needed. For example, some children are
profoundly deaf and receive specialist support, and hearing aids are
provided at no cost. Surgery for conditions such as club foot is also
provided by international medical volunteers.
All education, supplies, medical care and nutrition are free to the
children. Pazapa receives no government support and relies entirely on
contributions.
We were
happy to
continue our
support for
Pazapa and the
photograph
shows Helen
Crumpton
receiving the
cheque from
President Lee
Crowhurst.

Mary Phillips, Club Correspondent, Church Stretton Inner Wheel
Tel. Inner Wheel Secretary 01694 771808
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Jason Gough
computing services

Hardware - Software
Consultancy
Repairs - Installation - Support
For Business and Home users
Over 20 Year’s Experience in the IT Industry

Contact Jason Gough on 01694 724752
Email: jason.gough@jg-compservices.com

4, High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6BU
01694 720189
info@thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
www.thedoorknockercompany.co.uk
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Leebotwood Art Group
Spring Exhibition

L

F

Artwork by Silvie Wright

ollowing their well received Art Exhibition in
2017, Leebotwood Art Group immediately
decided to book their next exhibition.
This will be held from Thursday 5th April until
Saturday 21st April in Church Stretton Library. The
group will be offering pictures and cards for sale.
This well established group has been running
successfully for many years and welcomes new members
at all levels.
The group meets on Wednesdays (1 to 4 pm) in
Leebotwood Village Hall and is run by Lesley Brown
(07990 501630).

ocal children Emily Frost and her friend Jacob Jones are
doing the Attingham Park Night Run on Saturday 3rd
March to raise funds for Church Stretton Swimming Pool!
Emily’s mum, Rachel, says “Last year Emily and Jacob
raised money for two charities on the run and raised £530
between them so we’re hoping this year we can do even better
than that!”
Church Stretton Leisure Centre was designated a Tier 2
centre in Shropshire Council’s Leisure Strategy, which was
approved last June. This means the community’s campaign
to keep the swimming pool in Church Stretton is now being
actively backed by the major players, including Shropshire
Council, for at least the next five years. Emily and Jacob are
active young campaigners showing their commitment to
keeping the pool open for future generations of children just
like themselves.
Support Emily and Jacob and the Pool by sponsoring
them – sponsorship forms are at reception at Church Stretton
Leisure Centre or go to https://www.gofundme.com/
EmilyandJacobrunforswimmingpool
Everyone at Stretton Pool Action says
“THANK YOU and GOOD LUCK to EMILY and
JACOB!”
Find out more about Stretton Pool Action by:
● Emailing strettonpoolaction@outlook.com
● Visiting our Facebook page Stretton Pool Action –SPA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1683627821907353/
● Ringing David Betton on 01694 723866
For more about the Attingham Park Night Run, see
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/attingham-park/features/nightrun-at-attingham

Acton Scott Gardening Club
March Meeting: Tips for Garden Design – Refurbishment,
Refreshment & Re-invigoration, with Mynd Hardy Plants
s a new gardening season begins, are your borders
looking tired? Do you have a problem area? Join us
as local experts Mynd Hardy plants offer a range
of practical ideas to help, whether you want a complete
makeover, to adopt a more contemporary colour or planting
scheme, or to change to a low maintenance garden.
Mynd Hardy Plants are based within the Victorian
Walled Garden of Delbury Hall in the beautiful Corvedale.
The meeting will take place on Thursday 8th March
2018, 7.30pm at Acton Scott Village Hall, SY6 6QN.
Everyone is welcome. Entrance is £2.50, with tea/coffee and
delicious cakes included!
For more information call 01694 781643 or e mail
actonscottgc@gmail.com

A
Artwork by Barbara Lewis
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PAUL FORRESTER
Quality Carpentry & Joinery
COVERING A RANGE OF SERVICES SPECIALISING IN:

Doors ~ Skirting & Architrav
e ~ Flooring
Kitchens ~ Bedrooms ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Lofts ~ Painting/Decorating ~ Storage Solutions
Work Stations ~ Sheds and Workshops
Gardens & Pav
i ng ~ Decking & Pergolas
For a Professional, Friendly and Enthusiastic Response
Call 07795 170938

JOHN HAMMOND
Building and Carpentry
Carpentry • Bathrooms
Interior Tiling • Kitchens
General Repairs and Maintenance
for Home and Garden
For a free Fixed Price Quotation,
call

01694 724060
07815 130793
WYNSTONE, CUNNERY ROAD,
CHURCH STRETTON,
SHROPSHIRE SY6 6AF
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Locally based
Plumber and Builder
General maintenance work
25+ years experience
Saniflo Engineer (separate
rates apply)
No job too small
£25.00 first hour/part
£20.00 per hour thereafter
Can price by job if over 1 day

Call GARY PARIS
01584 861844
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Local Groundworkers with over 25 years experience
✔ Extensions,
Drainage works, Landscaping
and Specialist Jobs
✔ Routine
Foundations, Retainer walls, Complex projects
Tel: 01694 722121 www.farmersplantservices.co.uk
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Gardening in March

fter such a cold winter it will be good to make a start
outside in our gardens. Check fences especially
panels which may have become unstable after such
strong, sometimes gale force winds and repair as necessary.
(Greenhouses may also need your attention.)
Prepare seed beds by weeding and levelling the ground,
raking to break up the soil.
If you are growing salad crops, these can be sown
between larger, slower growing vegetables, making use of
every available space. (Radish, Lettuce and Spring Onions
will mature in just a few weeks). Towards the end of the
month early potatoes can be planted, keeping fleece handy
to cover any early growth and to protect against frost.
Prune roses now, removing all debris and giving them a
liquid feed. Phlox, Asters and other late-flowering perennials
may need dividing if they are getting too large: every three
years is usually enough.
Strawberries are easy to grow - try planting some in
a container or hanging basket (about three in a basket is
plenty). Keep well-watered and fed and you should defeat
the slugs!
Our outings schedule for the summer season is now
available and looks very interesting with nine visits arranged
between May and September. Further details from 01694
720131.
This month’s meeting is on Tuesday 27th March at 7pm
in SHI.
Ena Hooper, Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

St Lawrence School 50th Anniversary
We need your help! In May our current building turns 50 years old and we are celebrating with
the children by putting together a display at our Spring Fair on 12th May.
We would love this display to include information, photos, memories and memorabilia of
life at school in the ‘new’ building, or indeed at the old site. Does anyone have anything they
could send in for us to look at with a view to adding to the display?
We also hope to arrange a reunion for any current or ex-pupils and staff when the display will
also be able to be viewed. The date of this is yet to be confirmed.
Please help us to evoke, with the children, the history that surrounds them every day!
Contact: friends.stlawrence@outlook.com

Wistanstow Bike Show
The 27th Shropshire Vintage & Classic Motorcycle Show & Autojumble at Wistanstow Village Hall will be held on
Sunday 18th March 2018 from 10.30am to 4.30pm.
This year the show will be in honour of the late Ron Maund, the founder of the show, and the Guest of Honour is
Speedway Ace Peter Collins MBE. Admission is £4 per person and all proceeds go to Wistanstow C.E Primary School.
Visit www.shropshirevintagebikeshow.co.uk or email wistanstowbikeshow@hotmail.co.uk
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STRETTON
CLEANING
Domestic
and
end of lets
and more!
Tel:07538 019817
07769 706403
web: strettoncleaning.co.uk

Country Home
Management
Help for the Harassed!
CLEANING, LAUNDRY
GARDEN, ERRANDS
HANDYMAN
HOUSE/PET SITTING
Tel 07817 112915 or
01588 660513
ONE CONTACT, MONTHLY
INVOICE, INSURANCE

ABBEY CARPETS
(Mark & Jane Brain)

12 Beaumont Rd. Church Stretton SY6 6BN
01694 722719 07527 886531
Over 35 yrs experience is our quality fitting guarantee
Personal Service throughout
Home Choose Available
Saturday appointments by arrangement

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 - 4pm
www.abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
Email: jane@abbeycarpetsltd.co.uk
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Church Stretton
Are Books Old Fashioned

W

hen was the last
time you picked up
a book? When was
the last time you picked up
your phone? Are the answers
the same? Probably not. We live
in a world where technology
is constantly evolving and
improving with most creations
benefitting humanity. However,
are we taking it for granted
and over using it? Have we
forgotten that there are other
ways to fill our time than
looking at a screen? Or is it time for smartphones to take
centre stage and let the humble book fall out of fashion?
The first book printed and published in England dates
back to the 15th Century, and before then, people were
writing on clay tablets and drawing on stone. Why should

we stop now? Why stop something that has continued for
hundreds of thousands of years because it doesn’t seem as
fashionable? Reading a book has a significant number of
benefits including reducing stress. In our busy lives, there are
countless issues faced daily which can cause stress. Yet, if you
pick up a book and read, it can relax your body by lowering
your heart rate and easing tension in your muscles; therefore
reducing stress by 68%. Even if time is against you, six
minutes can be enough to reduce stress levels by two thirds.
Furthermore, reading a book increases brain power
and intelligence. As Dr. Seuss once wrote: “The more that
you read, the more things you will know. The more things
that you learn, the more places you will go.” Diving into a
good book opens up a whole world of knowledge for both
children and adults. In fact, it was estimated that children’s
books expose them to 50% more words than prime time
TV or having conversations. Why should books, a tool
that can help so many, have to compete with technology to
survive?

Immigration: Friend or Foe

I

n recent years, the
complexities of immigration
have been headline news.
Media coverage over the years
has tended to cover the negative
aspects of migration rather
than the benefits. For instance,
research suggests that migration
has economic benefits for
both those countries which
receive migrants as well as those
countries from which they
come and that the elimination
of barriers to migration has
a hugely positive effect on world gross domestic product.
Immigrants bring with them skills and knowledge, they
bring diversity and widen our horizons. So how has this
negativity and hostility evolved?
Perhaps part of the answer is connected with numbers.
For example, if a single Martian were to arrive on Earth,

we would flock far and wide to see this phenomenon. We
would generally be interested and curious to find out about
his origins and background. Yet if a million Martians landed
in Shropshire, we would undoubtedly be fearful.
If one Martian were to set up home in Church Stretton,
they would need to integrate, to learn our language and
have some understandings of our customs and as a society
we would feel inquisitive about their culture and customs.
Conversely, if a thousand Martian’s set up home in Church
Stretton they would have less need to integrate and would
tend to live close together and remain segregated from
earthlings. Negativity towards immigration has arisen
because many perceive the large numbers result in the
migrants no longer integrating within society as they no
longer feel ‘alien’, therefore communities feel more wary and
in some cases threatened by this large-scale migration.
Hence, successful immigration has to be monitored to
ensure that the numbers entering a certain country are a
balance between being so large they create fear and result
in marginalisation and so small that the immigrants feel

The Plastic Island

I

magine this: You are a
sailor, travelling the seas
in a race that will take
you across all of the Pacific
Ocean. The landscape around
you is a vast, open stretch of
deep blue, no land for miles.
It’s beautiful. There are birds
singing overhead, swooping low
and rising again to silhouette
themselves against the sun; a
great ball of auburn warmth
hanging in a cloudless sky, its
dazzling rays dancing upon the water’s surface. And in this
atmosphere of bliss and tranquillity, you see an island. ..
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But this is no ordinary island, for it is not one formed of
earth and rock, nor is it an iceberg. No, the place you see
on the horizon is an enormous, synthetic mass; a grotesque
tangle of waste and debris: bags, bottles, cartons, cans,
buckets, tyres, chairs, containers... The list goes on, and on,
and on... And amongst this murderous mess lie hundreds
of animals, choking, suffocating, dying. The place you see
before you is The Plastic Island.
Now, take a step back into reality for a moment,
because you’re not really a sailor and you’re not really
in the Pacific Ocean, but there is an element of truth to
the scenario I just put you in. Because every year, more
than 8 million tons of plastic is dumped in our oceans,
and the effects of this are catastrophic. As a result of this
carelessness, a plastic island larger than the US state of Texas
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Student Journalists
However, technology does have its good points too.
It allows us to connect to all corners of the world, helps
us search for solutions to unanswered questions and take
snap shots of memories; technology has revolutionised
the human race. Yet, have we become addicted to our
smartphone screens?
Though so many argue that digital technology has had
a profound effect on the traditional book publishing and
retailing industries, has it also given the book a new lease
of life? Perhaps technology is simply helping books evolve
beyond its physical confines. Yes - books will always have
to compete with the latest smartphones or gadget for your
attention. But technology is embracing literature and tries to
bring the humble book into the modern-day era. E-books and
audiobooks for example, allow readers perhaps more freedom
in the sense that they can choose the book they want, from
any location with Wi-Fi, and start reading it within a couple
of seconds. This quick and easy option is perhaps a more
favourable one for people with modern day busy lives.

Yet, I hope that the era of the printed book is far from
over as I would choose a paperback book over a Kindle any
day. For me, reading a book is an escape from our hectic
day to day lives. A place that draws you in and connects
you to its characters. A place where the physical action
of turning each page invites you to dive deeper into an
unexpected story of words and wisdom. The weight and
smell of each text provokes memories that only a book can.
Although technology has revolutionised the simple book,
it doesn’t mean that they’re old fashioned. As George R R
Martin once said: “A reader lives a thousand lives before he
dies. The man who never reads lives only once.” So, whether
you read a book with or without technology, allow it to take
you on an adventure, and live a thousand different lives.
Just because the concept isn’t new doesn’t make it old
fashioned. We’ve had cutlery upon our dinner tables since
1000BC, and they’re still going strong! Therefore, I say,
long live the book!
Molly Portman

isolated and excluded.
It is evident to me that the media plays an enormous
role in our attitude towards migrants. For example, during
the Syrian crisis if a newspaper chose to print a picture
showing large groups of only young, work-aged men, it
sent the message that economic migrants not refugees were
seeking a new life in a country that can provide them with
a better standard of living. Such images breed resentment
in many. If, however, the media chose to print pictures
of starving babies, old and disabled people persecuted by
ISIS and forced to flee their home, with no more than the
clothes on their back, the media could evoke an entirely
different attitude. People would feel compassion for these
innocent people and therefore offer these ‘victims’ a safe
haven. The media should, I feel, be more accountable,
for their influence and power is enormous and they have
a responsibility to present a balanced picture. Alarmist
headlines might sell newspapers but it breeds prejudice.
In order to see an end to negativity and hostility
towards migration it is vital that we encourage the next

generation to embrace difference. A child of four has no
comprehension of their playmates ethnic, religious or
social background. They learn fear and prejudice from
adults, older children, television and other forms of media.
We have a duty to impress upon children the value of
difference and the importance of mutual respect and
need for humanity. Recent fears concerning uncontrolled
immigration has increased tensions. It is perhaps
understandable that individuals fear their jobs are under
threat and resources such as the NHS and education are
placed under more strain due to these migrants. However
immediate reaction to halt migration would deprive this
country of a huge human resource. The government, media,
teachers and parents have a role to play in educating adults
and children of the benefits of a multi-cultural society.
For migration to be successful we need balance and
we need integration but in order to make this possible we
should challenge ignorance and misinterpretations at every
opportunity.
Helena Crump

has formed in the North Pacific Ocean. It was discovered
by Charles J. Moore, a sailor who was returning home from
participating in a race when he found himself swamped
in waste. The huge garbage patch has collected in an area
called the North Pacific Gyre, a spot where many oceanic
currents meet, making these waters relatively stable and
therefore a place where debris can build up and remain
stationary. Plastics dumped in the ocean from all around
the world are accumulating in this area, and as a result, the
patch continues to grow in size. It is estimated to cover an
area of around 700,000 square kilometres, and could grow
to as much as 15,000,000 square kilometres by 2020, if we
continue to dump plastic at the rate we currently do.
I believe this is caused by a societal issue that manufactures
products to be ‘disposable’. As we live in such a ‘disposable’

society, we are used to using something, then throwing it
away. For example, how you buy a bottle of water, drink
it, and then throw out the bottle. If you put the bottle in
the bin, it will go off to a landfill site where it will sit with
millions of other bits of junk, for millions of years, without
biodegrading. Now that’s bad, but if you drop that bottle
on the floor, or litter it elsewhere, it will be blown away by
wind or washed away by rain, into a water source where
it will make its way into the sea to be added to the Plastic
Island.
So next time you use something and you’re about to
throw it away, think. ‘Could I reuse this?’, ‘Could I recycle
this?’ or ‘Could I reduce how much I use in the first place?’.
Jamie Scott
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South Shropshire
Interfaith Forum

In the Barber’s Chair
’ve just come back from Anthony’s Hair Studio in the
High Street. Whilst cutting my hair, Tony often shares
with me his thoughts and concerns about climate
change and the state of the world we are leaving for future
generations. But it’s not just talk. Tony sets us a good
example of someone who also takes action.
A change of car to one with really low CO2 emissions
and miserly fuel consumption. In refitting his hair salon
he asked the question, what could he do to save energy?
New water heater with the maximum of insulation; LED
strip lighting to replace the old fluorescent lights; more
energy efficient heaters; the most energy efficient laundry
equipment he could find (hairdressers get through a lot
of towels); and a careful monitoring of energy bills. His
quarterly electricity bill is down some £200. It won’t take
too long to recover the extra cost of his “green refit.” Well
done Tony, you must have the most energy efficient shop in
the Strettons. An example to us all.
At Stretton Climate Care we’d love to hear about your
energy saving ideas/efforts. We need good examples to share
with the community. The Strettons already lead the way
with numerous zero carbon electric cars, literally hundreds
of PV panels generating renewable electricity (our Academy
has dozens, and Agilent have just commissioned enough
panels to produce much of their electrical needs.) Quite
a few households also have solar hot water systems – all
helping to reduce their carbon emissions. Plastic carrier
bag use has remained low following the Co-op’s help a few
years ago to stop stocking them for a while (thanks John
Woolmer for getting this going). What should our next
challenge be? Zero plastic waste; more car sharing; seeking
out more locally sourced food when we shop; shunning
polyester clothing that with every wash sheds non biodegrading plastic fibres which end up in the oceans? There is
so much more we all can do right now. Don’t leave it up to
the Government with their 25 year ‘green’ plan. The greatest
harm we can all do is to assume someone else will save the
planet. They won’t.
Jon Cooke
Trustee, Stretton Climate Care
www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk

I

Sustainable Stretton
he next meeting of the Sustainable Stretton
discussion group will be on Tuesday 6th March at
2.30 pm at Housmans. Nigel McDonald will be
talking to us about the AONB’s new Sustainable Tourism
Strategy. All welcome.

T

Contact David Howard for further details on
01694 722904, or at dahowardscc@outlook.com
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Pilgrim Centre, Dale Street, Craven
Arms
Thursday 15th March, 12 noon to 1pm.
Conversion, Reversion or Desertion?
Round Table discussion about those who change their
faith. Led by David Wiseman.
David has always been involved in Inter Faith dialogue
during his ministry as a Priest in the Church of England.
From the Black Country to inner city Manchester, Tameside
and the East Midlands he has a particular interest in those
who embrace a faith different to their upbringing, and in
those who move within their faiths to different traditions.
Bring your own snack. Drinks provided.
Noel Beattie, noelbt8@talktalk.net

A

Stretton Players
Spring
Production
Some things you never forget

C

hoosing a play to perform is not always the easiest of
tasks. There are a number of different variables that
have to be taken into account. Will we do comedy
or drama, tragedy or farce? How big is the cast? What
people are available to be cast? Will they even want to be
cast? Can we physically stage the play? Would the play suit
our typical audience? Can we even get the rights to the play?
Some people choose to direct a play because they like
it and then worry about a cast; others look at the available
pool of actors and find a play that hopefully fits their
demographic.
There are thousands of plays out there: some good,
some bad and many indifferent. It would be impossible to
know all of them, and as scripts tend to cost in the region of
£10 apiece, you could waste a lot of money trying to find a
suitable play.
Having written plays myself in the past, some of which
have been longlisted in play writing competitions, I thought
the time had come to stage one and at the same time save
myself the bother of most of the above. It is, then, with
some trepidation that I will be presenting to you Some things
you never forget, where two estranged brothers are forced to
face some uncomfortable truths at their father’s funeral.
The play will be on the 19th, 20th and 21st April 2018,
at 7.30pm in the Silvester Horne Institute. Tickets will, as
usual, be available from John Thomas, Burway Books and
our website, www.strettonplayers.wordpress.com.
Please do come along and support us. The majority of
any profits we make will be given to charity. Which one will
be decided at a later date.
As always, if you are interested in any way, shape
or form in joining us, don’t hesitate to contact me by
email (simon.cleaton@yahoo.co.uk) or by phone on
07510390981.
Simon Cleaton
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PHILIP HOOPER
PIANO &
HARPSICHORD
TUNER
REPAIRS &
OVERHAULS
TEL:- 01694 724461

Church Stretton
Taxis

A. S. MORRIS & SON

Fully Licenced Hackney Carriage

Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton

Mervyn Price

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Local pick-ups, Long or
short runs, Airport transfers.
Any job considered.

PRIVATE CHAPEL

Call 07487 650889
Email: mervprice@
btinternet.com
www.churchstrettontaxi.com
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Tel: Church Stretton 722876
NIGHT AND DAY
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F J Roberts
Decorating
Internal and
external work

D. R. TIPTON
Decorator

G. H. JONES & SON
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Est. 1966

Wallpapering
Kitchen and
bathroom tiling
Fully Insured

Call Frazer on
07969 130011

Tel: 01694 723862
Mob: 07946 323819

E. B. JONES
PAINTER & DECORATOR
35 Years Experience
Interior & Exterior
All Work Guaranteed
Tel: Church Stretton 01694 724010

Telephone: Church Stretton
(01694) 722148
Mobile: 07808 670806

ANDREW WEBSTER
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEAR'S EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908

Roger Lucas
Painter
and
Decorator
01694 723237
07772 705856
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SHROPSHIRE
SWEEP
JON PROSSER
Tel: 01785 509333
Mobile: 07946 134783

CHIMNEY SWEEP
AND
VACUUM SERVICE
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2018 Arts Festival Drama Events

T

he meaning of the term ‘Drama Events’ could perhaps be clarified as follows. Initially, it
included all ‘non-music’ Festival events apart from the Art Exhibition. It evolved to take in the
Tribute events, because there was a group of enthusiasts keen to be involved and look after an
event of their own. There are, of course, some items such as ballet and classical jazz which are difficult
to pigeonhole, so this does explain to a degree why this article covers such a range of items ...

Kathleen Ferrier: Whattalife!
Wednesday 1st August, 7.30pm, School Theatre

One of Britain’s phenomenal singers of the 20th century,
Kathleen Ferrier’s life story is captured in this one woman
play by professional contralto Lucy Stevens in a unique and
engaging performance, accompanied by Elizabeth Marcus
on the piano. Kathleen Ferrier sang not just folk songs such
as her famous Blow the Wind Southerly, but high opera and
complex classical music. Having been discovered as a pianist
she, quite late in life, took singing lessons and became well
known as a much loved singer during and after the second
World War, dying tragically of cancer at the peak of her
singing career. The illness was well concealed from her very
many devoted followers who were absolutely shocked by the
unexpected death of this pillar of the musical world.
A talk by Phil Rickman, local author: The Merrily
Watkins novels: the pitfalls of creating a new and unique
series.
Friday 3rd August, 3pm, Parish Centre
Phil has just had published his fifteenth book in the
Merrily Watkins series of novels.
They are a genre of their own with
an Anglican vicar, Merrily, under
pressure, her future threatened by a
bishop committed to restricting her
role as diocesan exorcist for Hereford.
Suddenly there are events she can’t
talk about as she and her daughter
Jane find themselves potentially on the
wrong side of the law. Midwinter of the
Spirit, televised last year to worldwide
critical acclaim, was the first novel to
reflect the reality of exorcism in modern Britain.
Truly Yours, C.B.
Wednesday 8th August, 7.30pm, School Theatre
Charlotte Brontë (of Jane Eyre fame) published under the
pseudonym Currer Bell (C.B.). This one woman play about
Charlotte is written and performed by Alison Neil who is
returning by popular request. She has performed in our
festival at least twice before and she specialises in portraying
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strong and influencial
women in history, previously
bringing us The Sixth Wife
and The Shakespeare Ladies
Club, and we are delighted
to welcome her again. Truly
Yours, C.B. depicts Charlotte
and her remarkably talented
and sometimes ‘off the
wall’ family and their life at
Haworth. It touches on her
writing of Jane Eyre, Shirley
and Villette and relates the
story of her falling for a
married man, Constantine
Heger, and her writing “coarse” letters to him (quite a
surprise!).
Tribute Evening – All New Blues and Soul Revue
Saturday 4th August, 7.30pm, School Theatre
Remember the iconic 1980’s film The Blues Brothers? The
Blues Brothers were an American rhythm & blues and
soul band founded in 1978 by two comedians as part of a
musical sketch. The story is that two brothers (John Belushi
as Jake and Dan Aykroyd as Elwood, recently released from
a prison in the USA), set about raising money for good
causes and they invite exciting musicians to join them... and
the film is all developed from this. Elwood and Jake took on
a life of their own fronting these concerts.

In 1982 Dave Wiggins, acting as Elwood, developed
personally tailored shows – the All New Blues and Soul
Revue – incorporating music from both Blues Brothers films,
adding spontaneous comedy, choreographed dance routines
and, vitally, audience participation. “The Brothers” dance
vigorously themselves and get everyone on the floor... but
it’s not obligatory for those who prefer to watch! Their main
theme-song is Everybody needs somebody ... needs somebody ...
needs somebody ... to love. And they are quite mad ... but it is
great fun ... and so catchy. Do sort out your dancing shoes
and join Brenda, our own much loved compère, and Jake
and Elwood, with their two live musicians complementing
professionally recorded backing tracks to get you going for
our traditionally lively Tribute Evening.
Roger Stokes
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March Screenings
Acton Scott

Acton Scott Village Hall, Tuesday 20th March, 7.30pm:
The Death of Stalin (15). Running time 106mins.
Admission £4 (adults); £2 (students)

Love, life, and the struggles of a mother bringing up a son
in the the early 70s. The ignorance of a free spirit against
the needs of a young man trying to find his true character
and beliefs. Living in a bohemian household shared with
three like-minded spirited people to help pay the rent, his
mother tries to establish bonds that he cannot deal with.
She cannot deal with his inability to talk, and enlists the
help of other females in his life to share the burden of
his upbringing. Slowly life unravels for them all without
understanding how…
Refreshments.
All Stretton Village Hall, Tuesday 13th March, 8pm: In
Between (15). Running time 101 minutes. Admission £6

In the days following Stalin’s collapse, his core team of
ministers tussle for control; some want positive change in
the Soviet Union, others have more sinister motives. Their
one common trait? They’re all just desperately trying to
remain alive.
For more on the film see Church Stretton, below.
Refreshments available. Ample parking at the Hall. Level
access.
Enquiries 01694 781260.

All Stretton

All Stretton Village Hall, Friday 23rd March, 7.30pm:
20th Century Women (PG). Running time 116mins.
Tickets £4

In Between (originally Bar Bahar) is the story of three
Palestinian women living in an apartment in Tel Aviv
trying to find a balance between traditional and modern
culture. “Beautifully shot with a great soundtrack and three
characters you’ll want to remain friends with.”
Refreshments.
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Church Stretton

Church Stretton School, Monday 5th March, 7.30pm:
The Death of Stalin (15). Tickets £4 (adults); £2 (under
18s)
This satire is about what happens behind the scenes after
the Russian dictator Stalin collapses and dies in 1953. As it’s
directed and part-scripted by Armando Ianucci you can be
sure it will be darkly amusing. Who will succeed the cruel
dictator? Well, we all know who does but that does not spoil
the enjoyment of the comic subterfuge and machinations of
ministers and flunkies in the aftermath of the death.
Simon Russell Beale, Paddy Considine, Steve Buscemi,
Andrea Riseborough, Diana Quick, Paul Whitehouse and
Michael Palin are among the stars.
Banned in Russia!
For more on this film, see Acton Scott, above.
Parking. Refreshments in the interval. Enquiries 01694
724330.
For more information, reviews and trailers, see the
Stretton Flicks Facebook page.

national manhunt ensues, and the two are forced to put
aside their differences and work together to survive in this
hilarious and heartfelt adventure.
Home made cakes with your tea!

Live Relay Screenings at Church Stretton
School

We are working hard to make the school Theatre and Cinema
locally accessible and inclusive in Church Stretton
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT please!

Hope Bowdler

Hope Bowdler Village Hall, Wednesday 14th March,
7.30pm: Hunt for the Wilderpeople (12A). Running time
101 minutes. Tickets £4

The Royal Opera Live, Tuesday 6th
March, 6.45pm: Carmen. Tickets:
Adults £12; under 18s £6

The young soldier Don José intends to marry Micaëla, a girl
from his home village. But when he meets the sensual and
fiercely independent Carmen, he sacrifices everything to be
with her.
This ever-popular opera is given a fresh point of view in
Barrie Kosky’s highly physical production, originally created
for Frankfurt Opera. The Australian director is one of the
world’s most sought-after opera directors, whose Royal
Opera debut with Shostakovich’s The Nose in 2016 was
greeted with delight. For Carmen he has devised a far-fromtraditional version, incorporating music written by Bizet for
the score but not usually heard, and giving a new voice to
the opera’s endlessly fascinating central character.
Two rebels. One million hectares of untamed wilderness.
The hunt is on. Ricky (Julian Dennison) is a defiant young
city kid who finds himself on the run with his cantankerous
foster uncle (Sam Neill) in the wild New Zealand bush. A
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The National Theatre Live, Thursday
22nd March, 7.15pm: Julius Caesar
(Cert 15) Tickets: Adults £12; under
18s £6

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS PRODUCTION
INVOLVES THE USE OF STROBE LIGHTING
Caesar returns in triumph to Rome and the people pour
out of their homes to celebrate. Alarmed by the autocrat’s
popularity, the educated élite conspire to bring him down.
After his assassination, civil war erupts on the streets of the
capital.
Nicholas Hytner’s production will thrust the audience into
the street party that greets Caesar’s return, the congress that
witnesses his murder, the rally that assembles for his funeral
and the chaos that explodes in its wake.
The Royal Ballet Live, Tuesday 27th
March, 7.15 pm: Bernstein Centenary:
The Age of Anxiety. Tickets: Adults £12;
Under 18s £6

united all three of its associate choreographers to celebrate
the dynamic range and danceability of Bernstein’s music.
The programme includes two world premieres by Resident
Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic Associate
Christopher Wheeldon, marking each artist’s first foray into
Bernstein. At the heart of the programme is the first revival
of Artist in Residence Liam Scarlett’s The Age of Anxiety,
created in 2014 to Bernstein’s soul-searching Second
Symphony. Both symphony and ballet are inspired by W.H.
Auden’s masterful modernist poem, itself written in response
to the atmosphere of disillusionment and uncertainty that
followed the end of World War II.
Refreshments and ample parking. Enquiries and prebooking: 01694 722209. Online sales at www.artsalive.
co.uk
Book your pre-theatre meals for above screening in The
Place Restaurant and reserve seats at the Theatre. Sample
a fantastic meal prepared by our award-winning chef.
Two-course ‘gastro-quality’ meal with wine or soft drink
for £15. Essential to pre-book theatre meals early to
avoid disappointment on 01694 722209 or 725588 or by
email to alandavidfox@live.co.uk

Additional Events
As well as our live screenings (above), Church Stretton
School is hosting two important stage events in March:
On Friday 16th March at 7.30 pm we welcome the
Church Stretton Rotary Club and the Shrewsbury Police
Male Voice Choir. Formed in 1983 originally with seven
members, this big choir is made up of serving and retired
police officers, together with members of the Special
Constabulary. Their performance is always thrilling and a
treat not to be missed.

Leonard Bernstein was one of the first classical composers
in America to achieve both popular and critical acclaim.
He was eclectic in his sources – drawing on jazz and
modernism, the traditions of Jewish music and the
Broadway musical – and many of Bernstein’s scores are
remarkably well suited to dance. He was particularly
associated with Jerome Robbins, their credits together
including Fancy Free and West Side Story. To celebrate the
centenary year of the composer’s birth, The Royal Ballet has
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On Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th March at 7pm
we host our local Dance and Drama School: Shropshire
Academy of Performing Arts (formerly Stretton School
of Dance and Drama), who present their Overture 18, a
celebration and showcase of dance from our local young
talent.
Tickets £7; £5 children and other concessions.
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Library Event

URC Voice

Talk by Michael Brooks: ‘The Quantum Astrologer’s
Handbook’
Church Stretton Library, Wednesday 14th March,
2.30pm.

“I had a dream”
t a recent book fair I spent £1.50 on a
volume entitled Speeches that changed
the World. You can imagine many
of those selected. Churchill’s “blood sweat
and tears”, Kennedy’s “Ich bin ein Berliner”,
Martin Luther King’s “I had a dream”. This last set me
thinking about dreams.
Dreams and those who interpret them have always been
considered important. In Genesis, the first book of the Old
Testament, Joseph finds himself in prison with Pharaoh’s
cup bearer and baker. Each of them had a dream and the
cup bearer asked Joseph to interpret his. Joseph took an
optimistic view of the dream which featured a vine with
three branches, grapes pressed into a cup and the cup put
into Pharaoh’s hand. He told the cup bearer that he could
expect to be reinstated. The baker, encouraged by Joseph’s
positive interpretation of the cup bearer’s story asked for
Joseph’s view of his dream in which he carried three cake
baskets on his head. The top one had cakes for Pharaoh
and the local birds were pecking them. The interpretation
was not so positive. Joseph told the baker that far from
being reinstated he could expect to be hanged. Both
interpretations turned out to be correct.
Another Old Testament interpreter of dreams was
Daniel. King Nebuchadnezzar introduced a new twist by
asking his wise men to interpret his dream without him
telling them the subject. He reckoned that if they were
genuine wise men they would know what he had dreamed
without him having to tell them. They protested but the
king was not moved. He sentenced them all to death.
Daniel, however, did what the wise men could not. He told
the king that he had dreamed about a statue with a golden
head, silver body and feet of clay. The king was so impressed
that he fell to his knees and promptly promoted Daniel.
Most Old Testament examples of dreams are prophetic
in the sense of predicting what is going to happen. In the
New Testament they are often warnings. So, Joseph was
warned of Mary’s pregnancy. The wise men were warned to
avoid Herod; and Joseph, Mary and Jesus were warned to
flee to Egypt to avoid Herod’s wrath.
Martin Luther King’s dream did not fit either of these
categories. It was not about some future event or a specific
warning. It was about an idea, a Utopia, a kingdom of God
in which black and white children would play and grow up
together, racism would be a thing of the past and freedom
would ring from every corner of the land.
What is your dream?
Howard Bridge

A

cclaimed author,
Michael Brooks,
will visit Church
Stretton library to talk
on ‘Quantum Astrology
for Beginners’. Humans
have been trying to
make sense of the
universe since they
first looked up at the
stars, but how far have
we progressed? Should
we trust in spirituality,
astrology, formal religion
or science? Michael,
who holds a PhD in
Quantum Physics, has
spent the last few years
trying to answer this question by looking through the eyes
of a man who tried all of the above. Jerome Cardano is a
long-forgotten Milanese astrologer, mathematician and
scientist who spent his life searching for a way to make
sense of human existence. His astonishing journey led him
to audiences with dignitaries such as the Pope and the King
of England, to a humiliating arrest and imprisonment by
the Inquisition, and to the creation of the mathematical
ideas that underpin our best modern attempt at an answer:
Quantum Physics. In this talk, Michael will take us on
Jerome’s extraordinary journey and beyond, examining the
strange answers, ancient and modern, that have resulted
from humanity’s search for ultimate truth.
Michael Brooks is the author of bestselling science
title 13 Things That Don’t Make Sense. His new book, The
Quantum Astrologer’s Handbook, is a biography, a history of
science, an accessible explanation of quantum theory, and
an engrossing story which reads like the best kind of novel.
It is a science book like no other about a scientist like no
other.
Books will be available to purchase at the event.
Tickets £5, to include light refreshments, from Burway
Books and Church Stretton Library.

Mayfair Lottery Results for
January

38

£100

6

£50

252

£20

14

£10

312

A

Trivia Answers
1. Firth of Forth
2. Norfolk
3. Thames Estuary (Kent side)
4. Lowestoft
5. River Frome
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Promoting Well Being since 1982

THE Health & Beauty Clinic
Treatments Available:
• Make up for all occasions
• Massage
• Facials
• Manicure/ Pedicure
• Lycon Specialist Waxing
• Lash & Brow tints
• St. Tropez Ultimate Spray Tan
Certified Fitness Instructor
Pam Allsop
The Old Bakehouse, Churchway, Church Stretton
Tel: 01694 723899, Email: pamallsop@churchway.plus.com

'Sew' ciable sewing classes
and workshops
for beginners and advanced
At our workshops:
11 High Street, Church Stretton &
White Hart Cottage, All Stretton
Further details:
www.shropshirecreativeworkshops.co.uk

Marian 07507 747994
Lizzie 07973 342571
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Marion H. Murdoch, M.C.S.P.
Registered with the H.P.C.

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
REFLEX THERAPIST
"Gleneldon", 94 Watling Street South,
Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 7BH
Tel: (01694) 724152

Crown Podiatry Ltd & South Shropshire Chiropody
(under new management)
Full chiropody and podiatric services provided:
• nail cutting/nail deformities
• corns/callus and verrucas
• ingrowing toenails
• biomechanical assessments
• customised insoles
• neurovascular assessments
Fully qualified (3 years training) and fully insured
HCPC Registration No: CH33162
Tel: 07790 038367

Mr Pius Karena
Email: crownpodiatry@gmail.com

Every Wednesday at
Chapel House Therapy Centre, Ludlow

CAROLINE CRUMP
S.R.Ch., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
Dis. Medicine & Medical Science

STATE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST
Private Consultations
and Home Visits
ESSEX LODGE
FARM LANE
ALL STRETTON
Telephone: 723283
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Every Thursday at the
Mayfair Community Centre, Church Stretton

Stretton Fine Art
Restoration
Oils, Watercolours,
Prints etc
Free quotations
We have a
comprehensive selection
of paintings for sale.
Phone to view without
obligation

01694 722057
Stretton Focus

Church Stretton Town Council Community Matters
Town Council Budget 2018/2019
t the Town Council meeting on 16th January 2018,
Councillors agreed a Precept requirement
for 2018/2019 of £378,395, resulting in a Band D
Council Tax of £176.87, an increase of £6.13 for the year
(12 pence per week).
Services at Risk are still a key consideration for the
Town Council in the new financial year. We continue our
commitment to supporting sustainable services in the town,
by committing a further £30k for this purpose.
The future destination of the Library Service in Church
Stretton should be confirmed in the new financial year and
at the time of writing, the Council has received requests for
financial support from two prospective tenderers for this
service. The Town Council is committed to supporting a
sustainable library service in the town and has responded
positively to the requests received, providing that either is
Shropshire Council’s preferred contractor.
Shropshire Council will soon indicate the level of
financial support for the Swimming Pool and Leisure
Centre. There will inevitably be a considerable funding gap,
which the Town Council alone cannot hope to fill, and an
innovative, multi-agency partnership will be required if
community use of the Leisure Centre is to be secured.
Reductions in funding for Youth Services have led us
to develop a new project. Working with key partners and
stake-holders, we shall identify and map existing provision.
Outcomes from this project may well require funding
support.
Over and above these important services, Shropshire
Council has proposed, in their current budget consultation,
to cut the Environmental Maintenance Grant, which the
Town Council has received since 2008. This could leave
a £3k gap in our funds, which we shall need to address to
maintain service standards.
We are conducting a number of reviews across our
own services, to increase efficiencies and lower costs. We
continue to encourage volunteers to support us in our aims
and seek external sources of funding to increase capacity,
whenever this is possible.
We have also undertaken a thorough review of fees and
charges, which has led to some increases to fees that had not
been increased in recent years. Significant elements of the
Authority’s activities are underpinned by income generated
through fees and charges. Whilst being an important
element of the overall financing of the Council’s services
and activities, fees and charges also have an important role
in ensuring that service users pay fairly for the services that
they use and do not place an unfair burden on the precept
payer.
Further information on the content of the budget is
available as a printed leaflet from the town council office or
via the town council website www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk .

A

Silvester Horne Institute Charity (SHI)
Residents may not be aware that the Town Council
acts as the Trustee and Administrator for the Silvester
Horne Institute Charity. Over the years, the Council has
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improved the building, most significantly during 2011,
which saw completion of the new conservatory and other
key refurbishments.
For many years, the Council had been making an annual
grant to cover the deficit, between the income received from
lettings and the running costs of the building. During the
financial year 2011/12, this deficit grew to £10k.
In an attempt to reduce this deficit, the SHI Events
Group was formed and organised its inaugural event in
December 2011, which was a Christmas Market. Folk
music events were then held once a month, which proved to
be successful and the mainly musical events broadened and
became ‘Friday Night at the Horne’.
The SHI has become increasingly popular as a venue
and we have been able to attract performers of high calibre.
Performers and supporters travel here from all over the
country, often staying in Stretton, contributing to the town’s
economy.
We have now delivered over 45 events and increased
lettings, which has enabled us to eliminate the deficit and
create a reserve fund to assist future improvements to the
building.
None of this would have been possible without
your support and for this, we thank you. If you’ve not
experienced ‘Friday Night at the Horne’ please visit our
website www.silvesterhorneevents.co.uk for further details
and the programme of events.
Cllr M. Walker
Repairs to Street Lights
Every week we receive a number of reports of faulty street
lights. Our first task is to determine who the particular
street light belongs to, as some are owned and maintained
by Shropshire Council and others are the Town Council’s.
Shropshire Council lights are reported through to their
Customer Service Centre for action. Once reported to
Shropshire Council, please contact them for any further
information.
If it is a Town Council streetlight, we report it
immediately to our contractor, Prysmian, who have a
response time of five to ten days. If the light cannot easily
be repaired and requires additional components, or even
replacement of the column, this will obviously take longer.
On occasions, sensors on the lights are obstructed by
overhanging trees or foliage. If this is the case, we have to
identify the owner of the trees/foliage, and request that
this is cut back. Clearly the owner of the foliage needs time
to organise this pruning, which can create further delays.
If you have reported a faulty light, it may seem to you
that ‘nothing has been done’, but you can be assured that
everything is being done to get matters resolved.
To report a faulty streetlight, report it to us at 60 High
Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY. Call us on 01694 722113
or email reception@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk and if it is
Shropshire Council’s responsibility, we shall report it to
them and let you know.
Continues on page 42
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Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk .
The Shropshire Council website includes all documents
submitted with a planning application, including previous

related applications. There is now a free-to-use touch screen
with a direct link to the Planning Portal at Shropshire
Council within the Town Council offices for your
convenience.
Danny Chetwood, Town Clerk
Cllr Michael Braid, Chairman

Tropikal Vizions Steel Band
Friday 16th March at 7.30 pm
Tropikal Vizions have been sharing their
unique sounds of the Caribbean around
the world for many years ... and it can
be enjoyed by anyone and everyone even
if they are not musically minded ... It is
the youngest instrument in the world ...
originated in Trinidad ... we have shared
our unique sound with passengers on P&O
CARIBBEAN CRUISE LINERS for
many years and we would love to share our
authentic music with you. Evers Powell.

T

he steel drum is an idiophone
traditionally made from an old oil
drum, but today from high quality
steel. The bottom of the oil drum was
first pounded into a bowl, then shaped
with hammers to form distinct resonating
surfaces.
It did originate from Trinidad in the
1930s and locally the drums are called
pans; the players, pannists. Winston
‘Spree’ Simon of the John Steel Band is
credited with making the first Pan, and in
1946 had an audience with the Governor,
performing Ave Maria and God save the
King!
The band plays a range of styles from
traditional island songs to recent pop
songs, as well as reggae, bringing a real
taste of the Caribbean to the evening.
You might like to find a colourful shirt
or top with bright Caribbean colours to
wear, or perhaps you have a straw or sun
hat. We will come up with some cocktails
so that you can sit back, relax, and dream
you are on cruise ship.
As Evers said to me, “We like to
make people feel happy and enjoy
themselves.”
Don’t think I can add to that; but
look forward to seeing you on our
Caribbean Evening.
Tickets: Adult £12 Child £6.
Mike Walker
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Where Was It

T

he photo on page 16 is the firemark under the eaves of Brook
House at the foot of Burway Road. The plaque is one of the
interesting remnants of the era before public fire services. It shows
that the building was once insured against fire with The Salop Fire Office.
This company was formed in 1780 and became part of Sun Alliance
Insurance Ltd in 1959. During this early period it was the practice of fire
offices to mark insured premises by affixing their badge and as a result fire
marks can be seen on many older buildings.
The company advertised that it had a sufficient supply of fire engines,
buckets, ladders, fire-hooks etc. which were kept in constant readiness,
examined and oiled monthly, and when necessary repaired. One hundred
pounds value in houses, goods, merchandise, could be insured for the trifling
sum of two shillings per annum; if hazardous, only three shillings; or if
doubly hazardous, five shillings.
Insuring property in Church Stretton was rather pointless since on
detecting a fire a horse rider would need to gallop to Shrewsbury to the
insurance fire office to summon a fire engine. Horses would have to be
harnessed to take the fire engine and equipment to the fire, by which
time it would have taken control and probably destroyed the property!
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HILLSIDE PHARMACY
R.E. & C.O. ALMAN MPS
18 Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton
01694 722799

For all your medicines, toiletries and
photographic requirements

HILARY'S CHILDCARE
Church Stretton Nursery,
after school and holiday club,
Children 0 - 12 years. OFSTED
rated outstanding, qualified early
years teacher and forest school.
Call 01694 724270
www.hilaryschildminders.co.uk

BURWAY
BOOKS
Our delightful bookshop stocks a huge variety of
adult and children’s titles and if you can’t see what
you want on the shelves we can normally get it for
you within 24-48 hours.
Our knowledgeable booksellers are here to help you.
See our website for news of book groups and
author events www.burwaybooks.co.uk
(NB we do not stock second-hand books)
18 Beaumont Road, Church Stretton, SY6 6BN
Tel: 01694 723388, email: ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

Netley Boarding
Kennels & Cattery
at Dorrington
Open all year, vaccinated pets only
Heated kennels with outside runs
Friendly Family run business
Inspections welcomed
Collection and delivery service available

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-10 am & 4-5 pm
Sat-Sun 9-10 am

Den & Barb Oakley

Tel: 01743 718264 Mobile: 07803 240207
Stretton Focus
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Practical, No-nonsense, Planning and Building Advice!
Call for a friendly initial discussion regarding your project
Tel: 01694 720123
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
www.strataassociates.co.uk
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Churches in the Strettons
ANGLICAN CHURCH (The United Parish of St Laurence, Church Stretton, with St Michael & All Angels, All
Stretton, and All Saints, Little Stretton) Rector: Rev’ d Richard Hill (Tel: 722585)
Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Sunday Services
Holy Communion (a quiet reflective service) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 am
Morning Worship
Holy Communion ev
e ry Sunday, exce pt Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Refreshments in Parish Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20 until 11.05 am
Special Serv
i ce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.05 am
All ages 1st Sunday; children go out to groups other Sundays; Communion on the 4th Sunday
Crèche facilities prov
i ded with this servi ce eve ry Sunday
Groups for children and youth groups on all but 1st Sunday, when all ages stay together
Eve ning Worship. (On 4th Sunday Holy Communion with special prayers for Healing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 pm
Hot Chocolate Club - For all pupils in Church Stretton School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mondays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Oasis - For pupils in years 7-9 in Church Stretton School who would like to explore faith. Tuesdays 12.30 - 1.15 pm
Youthz
o ne - Sunday mornings during 11.05 servi ce for 11-16yrs (exce pt 1st Sunday in month); Meet in Church
Young people (11+): Contact the Office on 724224 or Sally Clilverd: sally@strettonparish.org.uk
Weekday Activities: Many house groups and activities are held throughout the week. Contact the Parish Office
for details or see church notice boards or leaflets in church.
Thursdays: Holy Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.30 am
All Saints, Little Stretton. A traditional Sunday Servi ce is held each Sunday
Week 1:
Ev
e ning Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 pm
Week
s 2, 4 and 5: Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
Week 3:
Morning Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
St Michael’s & All Angels, All Stretton (Local Ecumenical Partnership with URC) Contact: 724224
Sunday Services
Week 1: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 2: Holy Communion (Anglican)
10.30 am
Week 3: Morning Worship
10.30 am
Week 4: Holy Communion (URC)
10.30 am
Week 5: Holy Communion (Traditional Anglican)
10.30 am
e aris O fice is in the Parish Centre, Church St. (Tel: 724224).
Open 9am to 12.30pm Monday to Friday
Secretary: Jo Aze. Email: office@strettonparish.org.uk
METHODIST CHURCH Minister: Rev’ d Haze l Ratcliffe (Tel: 724923)
Website: www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk
Hall book
i ngs: Carole Coles (Tel: 724958)
Sunday Services
Morning Serv
i ce
10.30 am
Weekday Activities: Craft and Conv
e rsation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00am - 12.00noon
2nd Tuesday in month: Wive s and Friends group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays: Prayer Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.30 - 2.00pm
Wednesdays: Network . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays: Babies and toddlers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 am
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) Clerk: Sandy Fairhurst (Tel: 724287)
Sundays: Meetings for worship in the Silve ster Horne Committee Room; Children welcome . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
For details of home discussion groups which meet at 7.30 pm, please telephone the Clerk.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH Priest: Canon Jo nathan Mitchell (Tel: 01694 658091)
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Email: stmilburga@gmail.com
Sunday:
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.15 am
Wednesday - Friday: Daily Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
Saturday:
Ev
e ning Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.30 pm
Catholic Women’s League meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month following the morning Mass at 9.30.
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00 am
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Minister: (va cant)
Website: churchstretton.urc.org.uk
Sunday Services
Worship, with Activ
i ty Club for children, followed by refreshments in the church hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.30 am
(On the 1st Sunday in month worship includes Holy Communion)
Weekday Activities
Mondays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 pm
Wednesdays:
(Week 1) Ladies’ Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30 pm
Wednesdays:
Half hour meeting for prayer and discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30 am
For further information please telephone the Church Secretary (722107). Room hire (Tel: 722092)

Stretton Focus

March 2018

45

Clubs and Societies in Church Stretton with names of Secretary and contact details
Adult Community Learning
Allotment Gardens Association
All Stretton Village Hall
All Stretton History Society
All Stretton Village Society
Alz
h eimers Carer’s Support (Mayfair)
Amnesty, Church Stretton Group
Archers, Bowmen of Caradoc
Archers, Long Mynd
Army Cadet Force, Longmynd Valley
ArtsAlive (Church Stretton)
Arts Festival, Church Stretton & South Shropshire
Badminton Club (Monday 8-10pm)
Badminton Club (Junior and Adult, Wednesday)
Book Sales (Mayfair)
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Town
Bowling Club, Church Stretton Probus
Bowling Club, Indoor
Bowling Club, Ladies’
Bridge Club (Thursday 1-5pm, All Stretton Vlge Hall)
Bridleways Association, Long Mynd and District
Brownies, Church Stretton
Busy Bees Preschool
Camera Club, Longmynd
Cancer Care, Stretton and Shropshire
Cancer Research UK
Chamber of Trade, Church Stretton
Chess Club, Church Stretton
Choral Society, Stretton
Churches Together
Citiz
e ns Adv
i ce Bureau
Civic Society, The Strettons
Civ
i l Serv
i ce Retirement Fellowship, C S Group
Climate Care, Stretton
Club, Church Stretton & District
Country Mark
e t (ex WI)
Credit Union
Cricket Club
Croquet Club
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Tuesday Pack)
Cub Scouts, Longmynd (Wednesday Pack)
Darts, Church Stretton and District League
Dementia Carers’ Support
Dominoes, Church Stretton and District League
Dramatic Society, All Stretton Amateur
Ex
t end (Gentle Exercise) Mayfair
Fitness Classes
Flicks in the Sticks (All Stretton)
Flicks in the Sticks (Church Stretton)
Football Club, Church Stretton Town
Football Club, Magpies (5-16 years old)
Football Club, Stretton Red Rovers (6-15 years old)
Gardening Club, Acton Scott
Gardening Club, Church Stretton & District
Gliding, Midlands Gliding Club Ltd
Golf Club
Good Neighbours Thursday Lunch Club
Guiding, 2nd Church Stretton
Hockey Club, Stretton Juniors (5-15 years old)
Horse Show, Church Stretton
Interfaith Forum, South Shropshire
Inner Wheel Club, Church Stretton
Judo, Junior
Karate Club
Keep Fit, Stretton
Lesbian & Bisexual Women, Border Women Social Group
Line Dancing
Lions Club, Middlemarches
Local History Group
Long Mynd Adv
e nture Camp
Martial Arts, Freestyle
Masonic Lodge (Caer Caradoc)
Masonic Lodge (Longmynd)
Maysi Pro ect
Methodist Church Network Group
Mothers’ Union, Church Stretton
Neighbourhood Watch, Church Stretton
Ornithological Society, Stretton Branch
Parish Paths Partnership
Parkinson’s UK
Photography, Marches Independent
Pilates (ex
e rcise)
Pilates (exercise)
Pride of Place, Church Stretton
Probus, Strettondale
Rail User’s Association, Church Stretton
Railway Society, Strettons
Radio Control Model Club, Church Stretton
RAF Roundel Club
Rainbows, Church Stretton
Ramblers, The South Shropshire Group
Rangers (Girl Guides) Church Stretton Group
Readers Group at the Library
RNLI
Rotary Club of Church Stretton
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Pam Allsop
Alan Mileson
Liz Vinnamon
Ruth Grafton
Colin Osborne
Ja cki e Pennington
Barbara Parnell
Je remy Hilditch
Sue Williamson
Sgt Grey
Michael Walker
Gloria Carter
Mike Rounsefell
Alan Fox
Tony Crowe
Andrew Morton
Davi d Tarr
Alan Mileson
Mrs M Paine
Dom Wilson
Lynn Townsend
Judy Russell
Lorna Hart
Graham Brown
Lesley McIntyre
Sue Toghill
Alan Hyatt
Tom Williamson
Ru Trew
Lesley Richards
c/o Mayfair
Charles Simmonds
Jo hn Brewer
Davi d Howard
Mrs Sharon Davi es
Ann Lloyd
c/o Mayfair
Todd Cornehls
Fane Conant
Mrs Jane Wrench
Terry Davies
Mark Davies (Verd)
Emma Wilde
Martin Salisbury
Eric Huff
Nicola McPherson
Pam Allsop
Kate Latchford
Eric and Lesley Brown
Nick Cole
Nick Cole
Martin Watts
Julie Mitchell
Evelyn Dapling
Office
James Townsend
Margaret Hamer
Ana Ireland
Martin Watts
Sarah Davies
Canon Noel Beattie
Anne Tipper
Roger Houston
Dave Shephard
Lisa Ryan

723899
723999
724278
723187
724127
722077
720040
723593
722767
720132
724106
724162
725588
723292
723460
720387
723999
722489
723128
722667
724056
724812
01743 353485
723427
722713
723737
722767
724297
722068
722077
724117
722965
722904
723193
07889 143057
722077
07807 160860
722610
723923
723477
07588 517955
01743 341800
723253
723706
722077
723899
723378
724330
724362
724362
723543
07949 903487
723648
01588 650206
722281
722407
723390
723543
771370
725530
771808
01743 358415
724212
751369

Karen Hadley/Dave Bishop 07464 608747
Tricia Morris
01588 673525
Janette Murray
722465
Ian Price
722020
07852 961675
Chas Trendell
731303
Christopher Morris
07802 167521
Jenny Englefield
722077
Stella Jandrell
724531
Diana Coles
723548
Jeff Thomas
723255
David John
724772
John Goyne
723914
Richard Broughton
01743 718174
Geoff Taylor
723301
c/o Mayfair
722077
Sandra Liebrecht
781660
Trevor Halsey
Alan Stockbridge
722317
Davi d Aston
722604
Ian Dormor
723456
Tim Goodwin
720392
Al Ussher
724717
Tracey Prosser
07376 131885
Sue Jones
01588 672437
Ana Ireland
723390
Felicity
722535
Brian Bradley
722138
Preb David Crowhurst 01743 718049

pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
amileson@lineone.net
asvhbookings@yahoo.com
anegra@waitrose.com
colosborne@hotmail.co.uk
[Monthly, 2nd Friday, 2.00pm] www.mayfaircentre.org
www.bowmenofcaradoc.co.uk
sue@chelmickforge.co.uk
fontenay1@btinternet.com
carter555@f2s.com
midiblue@tiscali.co.uk
alandavidfox@live.co.uk
morton2@btinternet.com
amileson@lineone.net
www.bridgewebs.com/churchstretton
dave udy1@googlemail.co.uk
busybeespreschool@live.co.uk
secretary@longmyndcameraclub.co.uk
susantoghill@outlook.com
also Stuart Wright 722237
tswilliamson337@gmail.com
strettonchoral@gmail.com www.strettonchoral.org.uk
(Mayfair) [Thursdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
candp.simmonds@googlemail.com
www.churchstrettonclub.com; Facebook
: Club CSD
or (01694) 731274
(Mayfair) [Wednesdays] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
toddcornehls@hotmail.com
fane@conant.org.uk www.churchstrettoncroquet.org.uk
anewrench@f2s.com
mrterrydavies@hotmail.com
verddavies72@gmail.com
mail@plush-hill.co.uk
[Thursday mornings] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
pamallsop@churchway.plus.com
terri@artsalive.co.uk
ec.brown@btinternet.com
nick@eloc.eclipse.co.uk
nick@eloc.eclipse.co.uk
contact@redrovers.org.uk
actonscottgc@gmail.com
evedapling@waitrose.com
office@longmynd.com
secretary@churchstrettongolfclub.co.uk
(or Dawn Longmore 722328)
anaireland001@gmail.com
mlwatts@yahoo.co.uk
daviesblackhurst@aol.com
anne.tipper@gmail.com
RogerHoustonJudo@aol.com
daveshepard1379@gmail.com
borderwomen.net
southerncrossldc@gmail.com
csalhg@outlook.com
freestylemartiaarts.com/stretton
7z3a4c6346@gmail.com
www.longmyndlodge.org.uk
information@mayfaircentre.org.uk
da 1956scp@btinternet.com
effthomas7eh@btinternet.com
dalison@hotmail.co.uk
ohngoyne@btinternet.com
parky@twood.net
gtaylor.photo@btinternet,com
(Mayfair) [Tuesdays am] www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
selenaorme@yahoo.co.uk
trevorhalsey@btinternet.com
alan.stockbridge@btinternet.com
www.strettonrailusers.org.uk
i.dormor@daelnet.co.uk
tmgdwn@gmail.com
tracey.prosser@hotmail.co.uk
s. ones957@btinternet.com
anaireland001@gmail.com
churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
b.glenmoar@gmail.com
d.crowhurst@btinternet.com
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Round Table, Church Stretton
Royal British Legion
Rushbury and Cardington WI
Save the Children
Scottish Dancers, Stretton
Scouts, 2nd Longmynd Group
Scrappies - Shropshire Children’s Scrapstore
Senior Citiz
e ns, Church Stretton
Shropshire Strummers
Singers, The More Singers
Singers, Stretton Community
Sk
a tepark Group
Soaring Association, Long Mynd (model gliders)
Soaring Club, Long Mynd (Hangliding & paragliding)
Stepping Stones Nursery
Stretton Players
Strok
e Group, Church Stretton and District
Swing Band, Stretton
Table Tennis, Church Stretton
Table Tennis, Leebotwood
Table Tennis, Rushbury
T’ai Chi
Taiko Drumming
Taoist Tai Chi, Longmynd
Tennis Club
Theatre & Concert Group, Stretton
Traidcraft (fairly traded goods)
Tree Group, Church Stretton
Tuesday Day Centre, Church Stretton
United Nations Association, C S Branch
Univ
e rsity of the Third Age (U3A)
Visually Impaired Group (Mayfair)
Walkers are Welcome
Walk
i ng for Health
Walking Football
Wildlife Group, SACWG, Community
Wildlife Trust, Strettons Branch
Women’s Group, Church Stretton 1990
Women’s Institute, CS Marmaladies WI
Women’s Inst., Eaton u Heywood & Hope Bowdler
Women’s Inst., Rushbury and Cardington
Women’s Institute, All Stretton
Yoga
Yoga (Mayfair)
Youth Club (Mayfair)
Youth @ St Laurence’s

Paul Stephens
Les Mackey
Kaye Smith
Ann Hurst
Davi d Thomas
Brian Faulkner

722288
724992
771554
771622
722107
723567
328508
Margaret Haywood
722454
Adrian Thomas
724657
Deborah Croom-Johnson 07495 112795
Kate Buttolph
07974 382989
c/o Mayfair
722077
Tim Goodwin
720392
Tim Dunn
01588 672919
Anne Arkw right
722341
Simon Cleaton
07510 390981
Breda Parish
723485
Jamie Wrench
723923
Bernard Colvin
724084
Will Priestley
724223
Ian Pennington
771410
Ja mes Lanyon
722077
James Barrow
720169
Jo Lendon
01743 369787
Claire Hatfield
720123
Je nny or Graham Heath
722216
Maureen Clow
722000
Hilary Hymas
723208
Eileen Roberts
720086
Ruth Davies
724304
Lesley Brown
724330
George Jo nes
722207
John Woolmer
751245
Nicola McPherson
722077
Ken Willis
328514
Penny Bienz
724853
Wally Blake
724040
Jaki Moores
722940
Caroline Terrill
07771 922502
Alex Freeland
722532
Kaye Smith
771554
Kate Ratcliff
724422
Andrea Ford
724317
c/o Mayfair
722077
Nicola McPherson
722077
Sally Clilverd
724224

paul@woodnall.co.uk
sulesmackey@btinternet.com
ann.hurst46@gmail.com
bandcfaulkner@tiscali.co.uk
info@scrappies.org
adrianuke@googlemail.com
Annturner512@hotmail.com
kate@playonperformingarts.co.uk
www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
info@lmsa.org.uk www.lmsa.org.uk
coaching@longmynd.org
strettonplayers@gmail.com
or Iris Edwards 723178
amie.wrench@lineone.net
bernard colvin@hotmail.com
ianpennington133@btinternet.com
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
James@taikowest.com
olendon@hotmail.co.uk
mail@strataassociates.co.uk
heath@knollcrest.co.uk strettontheatreandconcert.net
(Mayfair) [Thursdays, 10.30 - 1.00]
hilaryhymas7@gmail.com
daviescs@btinternet.com
u3asites.org.uk/ churchstretton/contact
ohnwoolmer@fsmail.net
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
gordonwillis@go-plus.net
sacwg@shropscwgs.org.uk
gan ax@btinternet.com
marmaladieswi@gmail.com
alexfreeeland@hotmail.co.uk
kayerubetta.smith@btinternet.com
allstrettonwi@gmail.com
Ja ne Hider 723468
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
(Mayfair) www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
sally@strettonparish.org.uk

Additions and corrections to this list should be addressed to: The Editor, Stretton Focus, by email: editor@strettonfocus.org.uk
Church Stretton Town Councillors
Town Clerk: Danny Chetwood RFO Christine M Harvey Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm and 2.00 - 4.30pm
ouncil O fice 60 High Street, Church Stretton SY6 6BY. Tel: 722113, Fax: 723608. email: secretary@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk
South Ward
North Ward
Little Stretton Ward
Mik
e Bugiel
720104 or 723690
Davi d Wilks
723139 Mike Walke r (Deputy Mayor) 720132
Mark Morris
722741
Michael Braid (Mayor)
723364 Linda Ja y
07795 268643
Hilary Claytonsmith 781666
Bob Welch
722998 All Stretton Ward
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 Eileen Roberts
720086 Richard Hickm an
722006 or 07944 505146
Hilary Luff
724270
Sandra Bake r
724394
Shropshire (Unitary) Councillors for the Area
David Evans
01588 672179
email: david.evans@shropshire.gov.uk
Lee Chapman
723965 or 07458 117559 email: Lee.chapman@shropshire.gov.uk, Leechapman.cstc@gmail.com (for CS tc business)
MP for Ludlow Constituency: Philip Dunne, 54 Broad St, Ludlow, SY8 1GP, 01584 872187.
StrettonDale Area Partnership
Chairman: Richard Hubbard, rhubbard05@btinternet.com Deputy Chairman: John Sumner, 724678, ohn@thesumners.info
StettonDale Local Joint Comm, Lisa Bedford (Community Working, Shrops Council), 07990 085656 lisa.bedford@shropshire.gov.uk
Responsibilities for Public Services
Domestic rubbish: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9007
Street cleaning: Shropshire Council
0345 678 9006
Electricity power failure:
105
Gas emergencies
0800 111999
Last collection at Family Shopper letter box Weekd ays 6.00pm, Saturdays 12.00 noon, No collection Sundays and Bank Holidays
Some useful numbers
Medical Centre - appointments
722129
Medical Centre - general enquiries
722127
NHS Choices
111
Shropdoc
0333 222 6655
Church Stretton School
722209
St Lawrences C of E Primary School
722682
Shropshire Council (Shrewsbury)
0345 678 9000
South Shropshire Furniture Scheme
01584 877751
Good Neighbours Care Group
724242
Sports and Leisure Centre (Teme Leisure)
720051
Ring and Ride
720025
Church Stretton Library
722535
Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 783 1359 - 24hr support
Visitor Information Centre and Shropshire Customer First Point: 723133
South Shropshire Housing Association: 0300 3031190 (Housing and Support)
Police - Non emergency only 101, Emergency 999
Local Police Team Message Service (not to be used for crime or emergencies): 01743 264773 or csca.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
CS Local Police Team: PS 1396 Adrian Woolley; PC 2148 Ingrid Tozer; PCSO 6064 Lisa Thomas; PCSO 6417 David Baron; PCSO 40002 Julia St John-Martin
Neighbourhood Watch Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111. Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Police Station now closed, but there is a 24 hour telephone servi ce there connected to another centre.
Support at Mayfair Community Centre - run by the Community for the Community 722077
For activities and support groups at Mayfair, please refer to the entries under ‘Clubs and Societies’ and to their advertisement.
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Stretton Directory: Index to Advertisers
Accommodation
see Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Accountants and Bookkeeping
Amy Paul & Co ........................56
Caroline Salisbury .................. 56
Ja mes, Holyoak & Park
e r ........ 56
RLW ......................................... 56
Titanium Accountants .............. 56
Architects, Town Planning
Batch Valley Design................. 19
Fox Associates ........................ 19
Simon R Brown........................ 19
Strata ....................................... 43
Bathrooms
see Plumbers, Bathrooms, Kitchens
Beauty, Slimming
see Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Bed and Breakfast, Self Catering
see Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Bookshop
Burway Book
s .......................... 43
Builders, Plant & Equipment
A 2 Z Construction ................... 52
A Morgan ................................. 52
AP Property Serv
i ces. ............. 25
Ben Homden............................ 14
Door Knock
e r Company .......... 23
EJ & GJ Groom ....................... 52
Farmer Plant Serv
i ces ............. 25
Jo e Drury ................................. 52
Jo hn Hammond ....................... 25
Paul Tinsley ............................. 19
Peter Tip's Tipper..................... 14
Sherratt Builders ...................... 52
Town & Country Roofing .......... 19
Window, Door & Conserv. Co. . 25
Cafés
see Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Cards and Gifts
Stretton Print & Supplies ........ 37
Care - Homes and At Home
Barchester, Field House .......... 44
Bluebird Care........................... 44
Morris Care, Stretton Hall ........ 44
Carpenters & Joiners
Jo hn Hammond ....................... 25
Mark Terry................................ 19
Paul Forrester .......................... 25
Carpets
Abbey Carpets ......................... 27
Catering
Madeline Egan......................... 13
Cattery and Kennels
see also Pet Food and Pet Care
Netley ...................................... 43
Child Care
Hilary's Childcare ..................... 43
Chiropodists
Caroline Crump ...................... 40
Crown Podiatry ........................ 40
Cleaning and House Care
Cleanrite Serv
i ces ................... 27
Country Home Management ... 27
In Depth .................................. 27
Shaw Clean............................. 27
Stretton Cleaning ..................... 27
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Clocks and Fine Art Restoration
Adrian Donnelly Clock Repair.. 32
Stretton Fine Art Restoration ... 40
Clothes
Entertaining Elephants ............ 13
Coaches
Caradoc Coach Hire ................ 31
Community Centre
Mayfair .................................... 44
Ring & Ride (Mayfair) ..............44
Computing, Graphic and Web
Design
a son Gough ........................... 23
J
Nic Sansom ............................. 23
Stretton Internet ....................... 23
Webbex Technical Serv
i ces ..... 23
Cycle Repairs
Go Cycling ............................... 23
Decorators
see Painters & Decorators
DIY
Cyril Bason .............................. 14
Mynd DIY ................................. 43
Domestic Appliances & Repairs
A & B Smith ............................. 49
Norman J
o nes ......................... 49
Driving School
Campbell Wheatley ................. 31
Electrical Services, Lighting
A & B Smith ............................. 49
Box
a ll's Electrician ................... 49
Charles Ephraim ..................... 49
Electraphase............................ 49
Norman J
o nes ......................... 49
Stephen Morgan ...................... 49
Wheatley Electrical .................. 49
Estate Agents
Bluestone (Wrights) ................. 17
Miller Ev
a ns ............................. 17
Samuel Wood .......................... 17
Wrights ................................... 17
Fencing
Shropshire Fencing ................. 32
Financial Services & Insurance
Caleb Roberts.......................... 37
NFU Mutual ............................. 37
Philippa Gee ............................ 56
Floor and Carpet Cleaning
In Depth ................................... 27
Florist
o hn R Thomas ...................... 13
J
Food, Delicatessen
Entertaining Elephants ............ 13
a n Doesburg ......................... 13
v
Funeral Director
A S Morris & Son .................... 31
Garage Services
Burway Garage ....................... 31
Central Garage ........................ 31
MOT Clinic ............................... 31
Newington Garage................... 31
Garden Design, Landscaping
Ben Carter ............................... 14
Homden ................................... 14
o hn Stephens ........................ 14
J
Keith Warrington ..................... 14
Kev
i n Fryer .............................. 14
Town and Country Roofing ...... 19
Unique Landscapes ................. 14

Occasional Adverts not indexed

Garden Services & Supplies
Ben Carter ............................... 14
Carlo ........................................ 14
Church Stretton Tree Surgery.. 14
Cyril Bason .............................. 14
Door Knock
e r Company .......... 23
Farmer Plant Serv
i ces ............. 25
o hn Stephens......................... 14
J
Keith Warrington ...................... 14
Newington Garage................... 31
Oak Garden Serv
i ces ............. 14
Peter Tip's Tipper .................... 14
Tidy Garden ............................. 14
Trials and Tribulations ............. 31
Hairdressers, Health, Beauty
Anthony's ................................ 39
Health & Beauty Clinic ............. 39
Middletons ............................... 39
Rebecca Louise ....................... 39
Shampers ................................ 39
Heating, Fires, Cookers
see also Plumbers, Bathrooms & Heating
A & B Smith ............................. 49
Continental Fireplaces ............. 27
Homefix ..................................... 9
J Morris ...................................... 9
Lee Brown ................................. 9
Whiting Heating ....................... 49
Health, Therapies, Keep Fit
see also Physiotherapists
Birch Tree Reflexology ............ 40
Cate Gowlett ............................ 40
Marion Murdoch....................... 40
Mayfair ..................................... 44
Mobile Massage ...................... 40
Will Southee ............................ 40
Home Furnishings
Abbey Carpets ......................... 27
Broseley Blinds ........................ 39
Louise Watney ......................... 39
Home Maintenance
Odd J
o b & Handyman Serv
i ce 25
SMM .......................................... 9
Hotels, B&B and Self Catering
Botv
yl e Farm Cottages ............ 13
Eaton Manor ............................ 13
Madeline Egan......................... 13
Tregarthens ............................. 13
Willowbatch ............................. 13
House and Garden Clearance
Peter Tip's Tipper..................... 14

Pet Food and Pet Care
o hn R Thomas ....................... 13
J
Whiffy's Dog Grooming ............ 43
Pharmacy
Hillside Pharmacy ................... 43
Physiotherapists
Chris Turner ............................. 40
Marion Murdoch....................... 40
Piano Tuner and Repairs
Philip Hooper ........................... 31
Plumbers, Bathrooms, Kitchens
& Heating
Chris Graham Kitchen Fitting .... 9
Gary Paris................................ 25
Homefix ..................................... 9
J Morris ...................................... 9
Lee Brown ................................. 9
Peter Floyd ................................ 9
SMM .......................................... 9
Stretton Bathrooms.................... 9
Printing & Copying
Crav
e n Design & Print ............ 37
Marshbrook Print ..................... 37
Stretton Print & Supplies ........ 37
Restaurants, Cafés, Pubs
Berry's .................................... 13
The Royal Oak
, Cardington ..... 13
Sewing Classes
Shropshire Creative Workshops 39
Solicitors
L V Priestley & Son ................. 56
Storage
Crav
e n Self Storage ................ 17
Self Storage Containers .......... 17
Sweep
Shropshire Sweep ................... 32
Taxi
Church Stretton Tax
i s .............. 31
Tree Surgery and Logs
Church Stretton Tree Surgery.. 14
Keith Warrington ...................... 14
Kev
i n Fryer .............................. 14
Peter Tip's Tipper..................... 14
Windows
Window, Door & Conserv. Co. . 25

Wool
Insurance
See Financial Serv
i ces & Insurance Yarn in the Hills........................ 39
Keep Fit
see Health, Therapies, Keep Fit
Kennels
see Cattery and Kennels
Logs
see Tree Surgery and Logs
Moles and other Pests
Chris Sansom .......................... 32
Keith Warrington ...................... 14
Outdoor Clothing and Equipment
The Outdoor Depot .................. 23
Painters & Decorators
Andrew Webster ...................... 32
D R Tipton................................ 32
EBJ
o nes ................................ 32
F J Roberts .............................. 32
GHJ
o nes & Son .................... 32
Roger Lucas ............................ 32
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WHEATLEY ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION CONTRACTOR
INSPECTION & TEST PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING
LANDLORD'S INSPECTION & CERTIFICATION
NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS REWIRES
UPDATING OF CONSUMER UNITS (FUSEBOARDS)
SHOWERS EXTRA SOCKETS
SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL

51 HIGH STREET, CHURCH STRETTON
TEL: 01694 328305 MOBILE: 07939 571201
EMAIL:
PETEWHEATLEY@
HOTMAIL.CO.UK
ELECSA REG NO: EPP34178

Charles
Ephraim
Electrical
Installations
Est 1974

8 Wall Bank,
Wall-under-Heywood

Tel: 01694 771381

ros.ephraim@btconnect.com

Norman Jones Domestic Appliances
REPAIRS & SALES
WASHERS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS

COOKERS - OVENS - HOBS
Built In/Freestanding
Pete 07971 252069
07816 875233

Ansaphone 01588 638677
Stretton Focus
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Dream Big

I

write this in response to Chris Moores’ article in
February’s issue of Focus. His article is the literary
embodiment of this human failure to ‘dream big’ and is
why humanity has failed, thus far, to tackle climate change.
People see the problem as being so huge that it is beyond
anything they believe they could tackle. Scientists have
proved that feeling hopeless about a situation is cognitively
associated with lack of action. If we fail to think positively,
we fail to act at all. This is why doomsday writings such as
Mr Moores’ article are so dangerous and, frankly, if we all
thought like him, his predictions of disaster will indeed play
out. History is always led by inspired individuals who drive
large-scale change. Rather than dwelling on the mess we’re
in, I choose instead to focus on inspiring stories of climate
action and aim to copy their success.
Having spent my early years in Kenya, a particular
environmental heroine of mine is Wangari Maathai, born
in 1940 in Nyeri, a rural area of Kenya. The first woman
in East and Central Africa to earn a doctorate degree,
Professor Maathai was awarded the 2004 Nobel Prize for
her environmental work. In 1976, Maathai introduced
the idea of community-based tree planting. She continued
to develop this idea into a huge grassroots organisation,
the Green Belt Movement, whose main focus is poverty
reduction and environmental conservation through tree
planting.

Wangari Maathai
This movement of ordinary Kenyans has so far planted
over 51 million trees in Kenya. All because that young
Kikuyu girl from Nyeri once dreamed big.
Mr Moores mentions the Great Pacific Ocean Garbage
Patch in his article. There are five great rubbish patches in
our seas, where currents herd it together in immense plastic
islands. For a long time, the accepted idea was that they
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were too unassailably huge to even attempt doing anything
about. But a Dutch boy named Boyan Slat was so horrified
at the plastic he was diving amongst that he has devoted his
life since to dreaming big and solving the problem. Now
23, he has finally created a system of solar powered booms
which will collate the rubbish into areas which his team
will then periodically remove. Their predictions are that a
full scale roll out of his system could remove 50% of the
GPOGP in five years. He and his team at the The Ocean
Cleanup (www.theoceancleanup.com) need money and
support.
Wangari Maathai and her ‘can do’ attitude have changed
the world. Boyan Slat and his ‘can do’ attitude will change
the world. With the same attitude, we can all do the same.
Change is possible, is entirely within our reach.

Boyan Slat

If everyone
in Church
Stretton were
to decide
tomorrow to
avoid singleuse plastics,
every shop in
town would
be forced to
change its
stock and
seek out
alternatives.
Many shops
and the
market will
already let
you take

along your own bags and containers to have filled, rather
than accept unnecessary packaging. Practices such as buying
your household cleaning fluids, shampoo, detergent, and
cooking ingredients in 5 litre containers (or sourcing
refills) can save a huge number of smaller plastic bottles.
Seeking out eco energy providers such as Green Star Energy,
Ecotricity, or Solarplicity, who source 100% of their
electricity from renewable sources, sends a message to the
industry that they must invest more in renewables. Equally,
if every resident decided to lower their energy usage and
buy only electric cars from now on, we could affect great
change as a town. The next generation of electric cars due
on the market look exciting, affordable and finally offer
realistic mileage before recharge. By all doing our bit we can
create a wave of pressure herding Britain in the direction of
renewable energy and away from plastic and fossil fuels.
It is depressing, misleading and disempowering to
state, as Mr Moores does, that humanity does not have it in
itself to change the course of its future. We know, as does
anyone who watched the incredible Blue Planet II, that
without changing our course, there will simply be no future.
However, we are a species which has always responded to
crisis by finding solutions and I believe humankind will
make the right choices. I look forward to my hopes being
realised.
Charlie Carter
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Recycling Plastics
Do we need a new law?
ecently in a national newspaper, under a banner
entitled “Every piece of plastic should have recycling
information on it by law”, there were several letters
of which one particularly caught my eye, possibly because
it was written by the chairman of a company based here in
Shropshire.
This was clearly part of a long running thread on the
subject, as there were references to earlier letters. There
has been a lot of criticism against the perceived over-use
of plastic packaging, not just for food produce but also,
for example, wrappings around mailed magazines. Mike
Golding, chairman of TCL Packaging in Telford, wrote to
say that these plastics ARE recyclable – and can command
a decent price – but that there is a general ignorance of how
to do so, not helped by the lack of recycling information
printed on the packaging itself.
He made the valid point that “Almost all produce is
packaged in plastics scientifically engineered to manage
the gas atmosphere around it and extend shelf-life to avoid
waste”.
So, if we accept that these plastics are necessary, what
can we collectively do to recycle them, and thanks to a quick
search on the internet I was able to send him the following
emailed letter:

R

“Dear Mr Golding,
“I was interested to read your article printed in
Saturday’s Telegraph and am hoping you have a moment to
enlighten me with regard to the ‘ignorance’ you refer to.
“While I do my best to recycle everything, I have been
frustrated for the last 20 years by what to do with thin
plastic packaging. My local council collections, first in
Surrey and now in Shropshire, only appear to want formed
plastic in the recycle bin, so my general waste consists
almost exclusively of plastic film packaging.
“I’ve no idea where any of it goes to be honest but
have to trust (?) the collection agencies are doing their
best to recycle it all. If you know of anything else I can
personally be doing locally, here in Church Stretton, I
would be very happy to hear from you.
Regards, John Avery.”
It wasn’t long before I received his reply:
“John
“I share some of your concern and have just this
morning done an interview with the BBC which may
appear on a future Rip off Britain programme.
“The reason that both you and the recycling agencies
fail to handle film is because of the different varieties and
the possibility of cross contamination between them because
they are not all identified by type.
“I believe that because the mass of film compared to
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the mass of containers is small they would rather ensure
that they have good quality container recyclates rather than
risk adding a small amount of film that could contaminate
the greater quantity. Uncontaminated plastic commands a
higher price and can be reused more easily.
“The only way film is going to be recycled effectively is
with better marking and a better process to handle it.
“There are some mixed material plastics that will need
to go to for incineration, digestion or land fill but there is
no reason why any of it should end up in the sea.
“As for your specific question about Church Stretton,
you would do well to campaign for complete marking and
understand what can be put together. For instance, if you
put a supermarket carrier bag inside a milk bottle, then they
would happily recycle together, but there is a lot more to it
than just that.
“I wish you the best in your endeavour.
Kind regards, Mike Golding, Chairman.”
Heartening that there could be a reasonably simple answer.
I’d happily tuck film into a bottle of the same type - and
hope that I’m not alone in wanting to do the right thing
– but I’ve never spotted this information printed on film
packaging.
There are seven principal codes assigned to recyclable
plastics, a number inside a little triangle of arrows, and if
printing that on all plastics takes a law change then I guess
the campaign starts here. Anyone with me?
John Avery
Group Meeting
Wednesday 14th March at
7.30pm at the Silvester Horne
Institute, Church Stretton
oin our friendly group
when we plan campaigning activities and sign letters
in support of Human Rights worldwide.
We’ll also be sending postcards to our ‘adopted’
prisoner Ali Aarrass (pictured below) in Morocco. The UN
have declared that his treatment amounts to torture and is
inhuman in breach of international standards. He is being
denied medical treatment that is urgently required.
Liz Knowles

J

Ceilidh with The Compost Band
Silvester Horne was packed on Saturday 3rd February, when
the Compost Band got everyone dancing at the Amnesty
Ceilidh. Young and old practised their do-se-dos, and duck
and dives, sustained by a hot supper. £600 was raised for the
work of Amnesty International.
David Howard
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A. Morgan Builders
Local family business
For all your maintenance needs.
Extensions, alterations, roofing.
UPVC windows, doors & conservatories.
Garden walls and paving.
No job too small or large
Tel: 01694 751774 07930 332131
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Bird numbers in the Shropshire Hills
Red Grouse Counts on the Long Mynd

Curlew

R

ed Grouse are restricted to heathland, and the Long
Mynd (and Stiperstones) hold the only population
in England between Dartmoor and the Peak
District. Nationally, the population is falling, and it is on
the Amber List of Birds of Conservation Concern. The
Long Mynd Breeding Bird Project and Strettons Area
Community Wildlife Group, supported by the National
Trust, have organised a count each year since 2011, and
this is being repeated in 2018. It will update the results of
previous annual counts, and the results help the National
Trust’s management of the heathland to provide suitable
habitat. More helpers are needed, please.
All of the Grouse territories are on the flat heathland
plateau, and many are close to the road, so helpers don’t
have to leave it, although people who want to wander off
the beaten track can do so. Counts take place around sunset
on every Thursday evening between 5 April and 10 May,
and last about an hour and a half. Counts will also be held
on Monday or Tuesday evenings between these dates. The
Grouse are conspicuous at this time of day, so anyone can
help. You don’t need to be an expert. The methodology is
simple, and it’s your chance to get close-up views of this
wonderful bird, as well as to see other moorland specialties
and birds of prey. Please help.
People who have helped before have been sent a report
of the results, and have been asked to help again. Anyone
who wants to help this year is invited to a project briefing
at 7.30pm on Thursday 29th March 2018 at the National
Trust’s Chalet Pavilion in Carding Mill Valley. Refreshments
provided. For further information see the Community
Wildlife Groups website www.ShropsCWGs.org.uk or
contact Abbi Knight, the National Trust’s placement ranger:
Abbi.Knight@nationaltrust.org.uk 07807 447309
Lapwing and Curlew
apwing and Curlew have both suffered a massive
contraction in range and population decline in the
last 20 years or so, nationally and locally. Curlew
has been described as the UK’s highest bird conservation
priority, as we have an estimated 28% of the European
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breeding population, and 19-27% of the world population.
Strettons Area Community Wildlife Group and Church
Stretton branch of the Shropshire Ornithological Society
organised a survey in 2017 looking for both species, in an
area bounded by Leebotwood, Marshbrook, Shipton and
Church Preen. It complemented similar surveys carried out
by other Community Wildlife Groups in different parts of
the Shropshire Hills.
This area was divided into 30 2x2 kilometre squares and
surveyors were asked to make three visits, around 1st April,
1st May and mid-June, with each visit lasting around three
hours. Forty-three local people carried out survey work, and
in total spent over 330 hours doing it.
The populations found in 2017 were estimated at:perhaps more;
A detailed report of the methodology and results has
been supplied to all the participants. It can be downloaded
from the Community Wildlife Groups website, www.
ShropsCWGs.org.uk
Plans for 2018 and the Future
The survey will be repeated in 2018 and future years, so we
can get a better picture of the population and distribution
of Lapwing and Curlew, work with farmers to promote
conservation, and organise nest protection for Curlews.
New participants are needed in 2018. It’s easy and
enjoyable; simple instructions will be provided; and there’s
a fieldwork training session for anyone that wants it. If you
want to help, or would like further information, please
come to the meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 20th March
2018 at the Methodist Church Hall, Watling Street, Church
Stretton, or contact Leo Smith (leo@leosmith.org.uk 01694
720296), Nigel Green (nigel662@btinternet.com 01694
722043) or John Arnfield (arnfield.2@osu.edu 01694
724170).
Leo Smith
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News from the Stretton Wetlands

olunteers cheerily pushing heavy wheelbarrows of
stone into place; carrying wooden supports and
boards; banging in nails with energy – I was so
encouraged by the amazing support we received for building
the boardwalk across the wetlands. What a lovely bunch of
people we are blessed with in our small town!
Planning for a boardwalk
to enable people to actually
make use of the public footpath
through the wetlands to the
south of the town began a long
time back. For much of the
year the path has been either
submerged with water (over
the top of welly boots – my
useful technical measure) or so
overgrown it has been almost
impenetrable. Hence the desire
to improve the path so local
people can access the area, appreciate the surroundings and
walk to the other side of the valley. Plans were set in motion
by SACWG for a fund raising effort at the beginning
of 2017. This combined four local fundraising events, a
public fund and grant applications. The events comprised
a wildlife quiz, candlelit evening meal, plant sale and music
evening and were very well supported. They raised a total of
£2,210. There were a number
of generous personal donations
totalling £1,800, including
£250 from the local branch
of SWT. And of course there
was the inevitable long round
of grant applications with lots
of rejections but some very
encouraging agreements from
AONB, the Pathways Fund
(Long Mynd House), the Jean
Jackson Trust Fund and Severn
Trent, raising a further £9,250.
So a final total of £13,260 was
raised. This wasn’t as much as hoped, so other plans were
put on hold so we could focus on building the boardwalk
and putting up a couple of information boards.
Shropshire Council’s public access team agreed to
undertake the work and managed to creatively ‘stretch’ our
somewhat limited budget, particularly if we could guarantee
volunteers to help complete the work within a two-week
period. Work on the path was somewhat delayed and began
in late January at about the wettest time of year, after heavy
snow and rain. Building the boardwalk surrounded by mud
and water certainly added to the experience, and enabled
the team to fully appreciate why we needed it so badly!
Tarmac at Bayston Hill quarry generously donated 20 tons
of stone for the initial 50 metres of muddy pathway.
The National Trust volunteers and the Public Path
Partnership all contributed their volunteers and other folk
appeared to help. Walkers passing by wanted to know
how they could make a donation to the funds! It’s a very
satisfying feeling to hammer in boards perched over water
and mud, knowing they will hopefully still be there in 30
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years time to enable people to walk over
in comfort.
Among the more unusual birds
sighted in 2017 on the wetlands were
barn owl, little egret, marsh tit and
snipe. A water vole survey was carried out in June. The
evidence is still tentative but we live in hope that one day we
will have a confirmed sighting! More surveys will be carried
out during 2018.
Do come along to the
AGM of SACWG in Church
Stretton School at 7.30pm
on Thursday 1st March to
hear more about the wetlands
and many other local wildlife
projects, including the Batch
Valley tree-planting and
curlew and lapwing surveys.
Our annual report provides
full details of all that has been
going on (www.shropscwgs.org.
uk).
Isabel Carter
Important Dates – Survey Results for our Local Birdlife!
SACWG is the joint organiser of two bird surveys,
which both have meetings in March to consider results from
2017, and make plans for 2018. More details are given in
separate articles.
Lapwing and Curlew in the Strettons, at 7.30pm on
Tuesday 20th March (see p.53)
Red Grouse on the Long Mynd, at 7.30pm on Thursday
29th March (see p.53)

The Royal Society
for the Protection of
Birds
The South Shropshire Local Group of the RSPB has a
programme of talks and walks throughout 2018.
Talks (including refreshments) are £1.50 to Local Group
members and £4 to visitors. Under 18s half price.
Walks are free.
Coming up:
13th March: Walking the Malvern Hills: an illustrated
talk by Ian Butler
7.30pm at Culmington Village Hall
Enquiries: Carol Wood 07807 068304
17th March: Wildlife walk at Brandhill Gutter
10am Meet on the lane just south of Brandhill Farm
(SO 421788)
Lunch in pub or cafe.
Leader: Lionel Bridge 07568 357112
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
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Occasional Advertisements

Apartment in Crete

WANTED

Old Clocks & Watches

2-bed apartment with pool for rent
in Chorafakia, Crete
Direct flights to Chania from Birmingham,
Manchester and East Midlands
Perfect getaway for families and walkers
Low rates for early or late season
Contact David Owen at davido1@gmx.co.uk

Any Condition Considered
Please call Adrian on
01743 792930
or 07948 327498

For all your
surfacing and
construction
needs
• Resin Bound Gravel
• Block Paving, Landscaping
• Tarmac Driveways

Tel: 01743 761639
www.assetsurfacing.com

Occasional adverts are
not indexed

To place an occasional advertisement, please contact
adverts@strettonfocus.co.uk
Size: 60 x 35mm, price £7.50 per month

Thank You
Shropshire
Ornithological Society
Church Stretton Branch

T

he March meeting (the last until the autumn)
will be held on March 26th 2018, and features
‘Finland Through the Seasons’, an illustrated
talk by Philip Mugridge. Finland is a fantastic country
for wildlife. Phil has visited the country many times
throughout the year and he will show us birds, including
birds of prey, grouse species, owls and a variety of
northern passerines. He will also show us bears and other
mammals. The venue is the Methodist Church Hall,
Watling Street, Church Stretton and meetings commence
at 7.30pm. Admission is free to members; nonmembers are very welcome (Admission £2, including
refreshments). For more information on our meetings,
see our website at http://strettonssos.wordpress.com/.
John Arnfield

W

e would like to thank all those who helped us
raise £900 for the Swimming Pool Action (SPA)
Group at the switch-on of the Christmas lights
(with hot-dogs and home-made mulled wine) and at the
Christmas Eve carol service (with mince pies and more
mulled wine!): Berry’s staff and Saturday girls, Will at
Hough’s Butchers and, of course, all those who partook.
If you would like to support SPA you can find them on
Facebook.
Lynwen Gott, Berry’s
Can I give a great thank you to whoever was responsible
for the board-walk linking the Ludlow road to the A49
on the south side of town. Also I would like to thank the
workers who have done such a good job.
It has made a big difference to crossing that boggy
area. Prior to the new board-walk it was only passable in a
drought and then with wellies.
This will give another opportunity for shorter walks for
those not keen on climbing the Long Mynd.
Thank you.
Jean White
Editor’s note: Thanks should of course be directed to
SACWG who organised this work. See the article in this
month’s Focus.
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AMY PAUL & CO
ACCOUNTANTS
Established 1987

ACCOUNTS, TAX
BOOK-KEEPING,
VAT, PAYE
Clients visited anytime
Reasonable Fees
Call Amy Chapman
01694 720000
07768 436770
www.amypaulandco.co.uk

L.V. Priestley & Son
SOLICITORS
10 High Street
Church Stretton, SY6 6BU
Telephone (01694) 724440
Email: lvpandson@btconnect.com
EXPERTS in
Conveyancing and Leases
FREE estimates without obligation
All enquiries welcome
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