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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meeting
For details of all NT Events See Page 8

1 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Prayers for Peace
Drop in anytime between
10.00-4.00pm St Laurence’s Church

2 Saturday

Cancer Research UK
Plant Sale at the home of Doug Small.
10.00am to 12.30pm 6 Ragleth Rd

3 Sunday
NT Events

Carding Mill Valley history walk
10:00am - 12:30pm.
Church Stretton town walk
The Edwardian development of CS
Booking essential 1.30pm- 4:.0pm

St James’s Church, Cardington
Choral Evensong All welcome
6.30-7.30pm St James’s Church

See Page 29

6 Wednesday
NT Events

Dragonflies and Damselflies
A guided walk and talk
10:00am - 12:30pm

7 Thursday

Royal British Legion
Outing to RAF Cosford Museum
For details contact Ruth Grafton 723187

Church Stretton Area Partnership
Open Annual General Meeting
Speaker Cllr Cecilia Motley
7.00pm for 7.30pm SHI

8 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

Arts Festival
Fontanella
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On in the Strettons in July
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gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

CS Senior Citizens’
‘Chiropody’; Caroline Crump
2.30pm URC Hall

9 Saturday

Stretton Climate Care
Low-Carbon Homes Day
Exhibition and expert advice
9.30am on Parish Centre

See Page 34

Quiet Prayer or Reflection
10.00am-12 noon Methodist Church

See Page 34

10 Sunday

CS Methodist Church
E100 session: Miracle Man Moses
6.00pm Methodist Church Hall

See Page 34

11 Monday

PACT Surgery
2.00pm Mayfair

12 Tuesday

Methodist Wives and Friends
Bridges of Shrewsbury. Guided walk. 7.00pm
Meet St Chad’s Church Front Terrace.

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
‘George Eliot – a Daring Woman’ by Ina Taylor
7.15pm SHI

13 Wednesday

Rushbury School
Open Day. Visitors welcome
1.30-3.00pm; and from 3.30-7.00pm

See Page 18
National Trust

14 Thursday

CS Gardening Club

Abbreviations

AS = All Stretton
CA = Craven Arms
CMV = Carding Mill Valley
CS = Church Stretton
HB = Hope Bowdler
LS = Little Stretton
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9.15-11.45am Mayfair

16-17 Saturday-Sunday
NT Events

John Sankey’s “Marshall” agricultural steam
engine display. Drop in between 11:00am 3:00pm. CMV

16 Saturday

RSPB Craven Arms Branch
Wildlife walk at Bury Ditches Hill Fort
10.00am Meet in Forestry Commission car
park

See Page 24
NT Events

Rocks make the Landscape - the Geology of
Batch Valley. Booking essential
10:00am - 1:00pm.
‘Shropshire Bedlams’ and ‘Martha Rhoden’s
Tuppenny Dish!’ Collection taken
Booking not needed
3:00pm - 3:30pm

Cardington Country Fete
Entrance £1, under 12s free
2.00pm Old Vicarage Garden.

See Page 5

Ticklerton Folk Dance
Information: 01694 722418
8.00pm till late

St Laurence’s Church
‘Garage Praise’ with BBQ
Band “The Reign”
7.30pm Burway Garage

17 Sunday

Free Fun Day
Open-air Service led by ’The Reign’
11.00-12 noon
12.30-4.00pm Russell’s Meadow

See Page 31

Longmynd Adventure Camp
Open Day 2011.
Community and family fun day
11.00am-4.00pm LMAC

See Page 38

18 Monday

CS Area Local History Group
Guided history walk around All Stretton
village. All welcome.
2.30pm AS VH

19 Tuesday

Countrywomen’s Guild
“Pictures in Harmony” (different from
previous shows) I & H Templeton
2.15pm Parish Centre

All Stretton Women’s Institute
Jane Pugh – Singing Flower Arranger
7.30pm AS VH

22 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

CS Senior Citizens’
‘Hearing Problems’ Important talk and
demonstration by an audiologist
2.30pm URC Hall

24 Sunday

Cancer Research UK
Strawberry Cream Tea
Free entry ,Plant Stall,Cake Stall,Raffle
2.00-4.00pm Essex Lodge, All Stretton

24th July - 4th August
Arts Festival

See Page 7

26 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library
‘Clowning Around’ crafts and stories,
juggling and tricks;
Free but booking essential
2.30-3.30pm CS Library

See Page 24

CS and District Flower Club
Jane Pugh – Music my First Love
7.30pm AS VH

27 Wednesday
U3A

Film, Gone to Earth.
2.00pm Mayfair

NT Events
Pond Dipping
11:00am or 2:00pm

29 Friday

Country Market
9.15-11.45am Mayfair

31 Sunday

St Laurence’s Church
Pet Service. All welcome with any pets!
Speaker: Hazel Ratcliffe,
5.00pm Rectory Field

See Page 31
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Outing to Aberglasney Gardens. For Details
724371 or 722384

Country Market

JUly 2011

Talk and minibus tour. ‘Looking after our
Landscape’ - Eric Brown. To book 722077
2-4.00pm Mayfair Centre

15 Friday
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Walking Festival Goes With a Swing

T

he ninth Church Stretton Walking Festival was
greeted with gloriously sunny skies and, with 18
walks mostly full with walkers from all over the
country in attendance, it was again a superb success.
Festival Chair Alan Garner praised the organising committee
saying “Countless walkers
approached me and were
impressed with the festival’s
administration efficiency
and choice of programme
on offer. There are many
festivals all over Britain
to choose from so walkers
today do have experience of
how other festivals are run
– so it is particularly nice
to get plaudits for all the
unseen work that makes the
festival run smoothly.
The walks organisation
team of Lesley Brown
and Barbara Vickery got
the walks destinations,
descriptions and grades spot on, whilst Trevor Halsey’s
patient vigil on the email, taking and processing walks
bookings and fees was highly praised. Registration went
smoothly thanks to the combined efforts of Barbara, Trevor
and Joyce Hall. Finally, the après walks committee of
Barbara and Trevor, also did a sterling job organising the
social events and entertainments.”

This year, the Festival evening events were new,
departing from the previous quiz and disco themes. The
welcome dinner at the Golf Club was a rip-roaring success,
and the ceilidh on the Saturday evening lit up the whole
festival. After long walks in the day, it was surprising that
any one had the energy to
perform such heroics on the
dance floor – but they did
in fine style. The Caradoc
Ceilidh band, mainly local
lads and lasses, played
their impressive part in a
fabulous evening. The tired
eyes and feet on Sunday
morning maybe suggested a
little too much energy was
expended.
Festival goers were
well served by the eighteen
leaders who took part. All
the walks ended at local
cafes, a welcome cup of tea
being the order of the day.
We call our Festival 'The Friendly Festival' – we love to
welcome old friends as well as new, and there were walkers
who were doing their ninth year – so indeed they have
become fast friends of the leaders.
Everyone now looks forward to a 10th anniversary
festival next year – as they say strong oak trees do really grow
from very small acorns.”

‘The Story of Wool’
Wool Day
Church Stretton Parish Centre Saturday 20th August 2011
ome years ago, writing in Focus about the local farmers’
market, I wrote that ‘it is not just beautiful green
wallpaper’ all around us here in Church Stretton. The
countryside surrounding is a living working entity, where
hundreds of tons of food and products are being produced
all year round. The Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, which covers the Long Mynd and beyond,
has as its aims to conserve and enhance the natural beauty
of this wonderful area, taking into account the needs of
agriculture and other local industries, and social needs, and
actively to promote sustainable forms of social and economic
development. What more appropriate in this instance than
to encourage use and enjoyment of the significant abundant
local product, wool – with its excellent environmental
footprint? Vicky Woods, Farming Community Officer
with the AONB Partnership will tell us more about the
Shropshire Hills AONB and the role of sheep farming
within it.
I have been fortunate enough to live in another AONB,
spending my childhood and youth beneath the Sussex
Downs, grazed by Southdown sheep, and David Burden
of the Southdown Sheep Society will tell the story of this
ancient breed which extends from Roman times, mention
the Bayeux Tapestry, John Ellman of Glynde and more;
whilst Davina Stanhope returns to bring us up to date on her
prize-winning Tingewick flock of Cotswold sheep with its
excellent wool, and to tell the story of the local Clun Forest
sheep breed and its wool. I take the story to Kidderminster,
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where carpets – which use the
majority of British wool – have
been made since the 18th Century.
And John Thorley OBE FRAgS,
Chairman of The Campaign for
Wool, which is headed by HRH
The Prince of Wales, takes the
story national and international.
Focusing back on to individual crafts, demonstrations
include spinning, knitting and more.
Please bring your memories and pictures to share. There
will be competitions and stands – look out for leaflets in the
Tourist Information Centre and elsewhere.
Wool - wonderful variety and a significant part of
the fabric and culture of the UK. This event has received
funding from Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership’s
Sustainable Development Fund and some sponsorship from
The British Wool Marketing Board.
Ideas and information welcome.
Thelma Thompson 01694 722821 Wool Producer
Wool Day Promoter and Organiser

Prayers for Peace

Churches Together in the Strettons
Friday 1st July at St Laurence’s Church.
Drop in any time between 10.00am and 4.00pm
Specific prayer requests this month by Anglicans.
Queries please to Ruth Davies, phone 01694 724304
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An afternoon in Gulley Green

O

n 21st May, Gill and Richard Silk invited members
of Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch to
their home in Gulley Green.

We were shown the tiny lesser stitchwort and the
tightly budded spike of a common spotted orchid and it
was clear that Gill delights in wild flowers. Northern marsh
orchids also flower in one of the meadows. I was
interested to learn that yellow rattle, a semiparasitic annual, will decrease the lushness of
grass allowing a greater variety of flowers to grow
in the meadows.
Gill told us how she found a harvest
mouse nest after reading that they were none
in Shropshire. She has been trained to look
after, and monitor, dormice nest boxes and
often finds signs of these delightful mammals,
including sighting one from the kitchen
window.
It was lovely to see a garden closely packed
with well-established plants with plenty of
room for wildlife to flourish. Birds were
everywhere, busy feeding young and serenading
us on our walk. It is a fine example of how to
create a special garden for humans to enjoy
but also how to hold back from tidying up too
much. If you can leave an area in your garden
for nettles, brambles and other ‘weeds’ to grow
Twenty-four years ago, on a snowy winter's day, they fell in
and densely plant shrubberies and borders, then wildlife
love with a tiny cottage and many acres of land tucked under Caer can flourish too.
We were treated to a lovely array of cakes and tea, which
Caradoc. When the snow melted they discovered the property had
been a pig farm. Today, there is a beautiful home and gardens and finished off a very pleasant afternoon.
The Shropshire Wildlife Trust Strettons Branch runs two
wildflower meadows where slurry pits used to be.
Gill and Richard showed 20 members of our local SWT or three local events each year. Plans are being made for a visit
group round, pointing out large ant hills that indicate ancient to a wolf sanctuary later in the summer. Please look at our blog
meadow land and how the cowslips thrive on one area and
at: https://csswt.wordpress.com/ for more about the group.
If you would like to join the Shropshire Wildlife Trust
next door primroses do better, due to the complex geology
Strettons Branch please contact Ed Moseley on 01694 724729.
forming alkaline and acid soils that run into each other.

Cardington Country
Fete

The Stretton Focus AGM was held on
Tuesday 31st May.
A full report can be read on the
website,
www.strettonfocus.co.uk
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National Garden Scheme (Yellow Book): Sunday 14th August 1.00 – 6.00pm
ardington is a conservation village and one of the prettiest villages in
the county, nestling with its outlying hamlets under Caer Caradoc in
the beautiful upland hill country
of South Shropshire.
Spend an afternoon looking at wonderful
gardens in countryside designated as an
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Ten
gardens which will delight and inspire
you are open. We have an enthusiastic
band of gardeners ready to welcome
you to one of the most attractive group
openings in the Marches. This is just to
whet your appetite: immaculate cottage
gardens and wonderful topiary; two-acre
old vicarage garden with magnificent
views and sweeping lawns; self-sufficient
vegetable and fruit gardens; formal and
water gardens; romantic roomed garden
with annual wild flower meadow; tenacre conservation garden with natural
ponds and wonderful planting. Limited wheelchair access. Refreshments and
home made teas at Cardington Village Hall and Gully Green, with smoked
salmon and champagne at New Inn House. Admission £4, children free.
Tickets: Village Hall and outlying gardens.
Sue Akers

C
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Cardington Group Gardens Open
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Cardington - Traditional Country Fete.
Saturday, 16th July - starts at 2.00pm.
To be held in the grounds of the Old
Vicarage. A fun packed afternoon for
everyone. Attractions include Maypole
Dancing, Birds of Prey, Magic Workshop,
Bee Demonstration, Motorcycles, Bar
and Wine Tasting, Refreshments, Young
Farmers, Shropshire Wildlife and lots of
FREE GAMES FOR THE CHILDREN.
Admission £1/Children under 12 free.

5
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Free Events at the Arts Festival

T

he free 45-minute concerts at the Arts Festival have become
extremely popular, and we are delighted to present the 6th
consecutive season of Coffee Concerts and the 5th of Organ Recitals
this year. Tickets for evening events will be on sale at these concerts.
Coffee Concerts at St Laurence’s Church at 10.15am followed by
coffee, tea and home-made biscuits provided by Berry’s Coffee House.
Proceeds to Mayfair Community Centre.
Monday 25th July
Music by Mozart for piano and woodwind
Tuesday 26th July
Helen Wearing (viola) and Richard Walker (piano), including Brahms
Sonata in Eb
Wednesday 27th July
Russian and European songs with Stella Seaton-Sims and Phillip Ypres-Smith
Thursday 28th July
The Tocknell family and friends - music for horn, clarinet, violin and
piano
Friday 29th July
Piano recital by Lauren Hibberd: Beethoven, Mozart and Schubert
Saturday 30th July
The Shropshire Strummers make their debut at the Arts Festival

StRETTON FOCUS JUly 2011

Recitals of popular Organ Music at 12 noon
at All Saints’ Church, Little Stretton and Holy Trinity Church,
Wistanstow
At Little Stretton the Ragleth Inn will be open for coffee from 11.15am
and the Ragleth Inn and the Green Dragon are open for lunch afterwards,
At Wistanstow coffee will be served at the Village Hall from 11.00am
The Plough Inn will be closed for refurbishment during August but we
expect the Traveller’s Rest at Affcot to have re-opened.
Monday 1st August at Little Stretton: Allan Walker (Malvern College).

Wednesday 3rd August at Wistanstow: John Godwin(Shrewsbury
School)
Friday 5th August at Little Stretton: Richard Walker(St Chad’s,
Shrewsbury)
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National Trust Events
for July and August
July
Sunday 3rd Carding Mill
Valley history walk
A walk to look at the
industrial history of Carding
Mill Valley, with local
historian Alan Brisbourne.
10:00am - 12:30pm. Cost £5.
Booking essential 01694 723680.
Sunday 3rd Church Stretton town walk
A walk to examine the Edwardian development
of Church Stretton, led by local historian Alan
Brisbourne.
1:30pm- 4:30pm. Cost £5.
Booking essential 01694 723680.
Wednesday 6th Dragonflies and Damselflies
A guided walk and talk at Wildmoor Pool,
Long Mynd, led by County recorder, Ian
Cheeseborough.
10:00am - 12:30pm. Cost £5 adults, £2
children. Booking not needed. Meet at the
Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley to car
share.
Saturday 16th Rocks make the Landscape the Geology of Batch Valley.
Explore the Geology of Batch Valley, Long
Mynd - a guided walk led by Keith Hotchkiss
and Dr. Peter Toghill.
10:00am - 1:00pm. Cost £5. Booking essential
01694 723680.
Saturday 16th Shropshire Bedlams and
Martha Rhoden’s Tuppenny Dish!
Border Morris dancing, the local tradition. If
you thought Morris Dancing was tame, come
and be shaken!
3:00pm - 3:30pm. Collection taken. Booking
not needed. Meet at the Chalet Pavilion,
Carding Mill Valley.
Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th John Sankey’s
‘Marshall’ agricultural steam engine display.
Drop in between 11:00am - 3:00pm. Meet in
Carding Mill Valley.
August
Saturday 13th Stars in your
Skies - the Perseid Shower.
An introduction to meteors,
followed by observing this
magical spectacle, weather
permitting.
8:00pm – midnight. Cost £8 (includes light
refreshments). Booking essential
01694 723680.
Saturday 20th Rocks make the Landscape the Geology of Wenlock Edge. Explore the
Geology of Wenlock Edge- a guided walk led
by Christine Rayner.
10:00am - 1:00pm. Cost £5.
Booking essential 01694 723680

17/06/2011 14:33
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters

T

Letters
Re: Great Scientific Mysteries
(May 2011)
t seems to me an unscientific
approach to a mystery to set up an opposition to one's
ideas that is plainly ridiculous. Of course it is easy to
shoot down fairies and magic!
I do believe in a Creator God, but He is neither of those.
By all means let us study and research the roots of the world,
the solar system, ‘nature’ and all the rest of the amazing
mysteries by which we are surrounded. By so doing we shall
only be trying to 'think God’s thoughts after Him' (I think
it was a scientist who said that, but I can’t remember which
one!).
Anne Struthers

I

Eds: Come on readers, let's
have a few more letters!

StRETTON FOCUS
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A49/Sandford Avenue junction at the traffic lights
As many residents would have noticed, there is a marked
difference in the condition of the verges around the
traffic lights junction on the A49/Sandford Avenue. Our
frustration at this anomaly has been on-going for a number
of years. Our ground staff unofficially maintains the section
outside the Park, at our own cost, as we felt that although it
is not in our remit, this approach to our lovely park needed
to be kept tidy. However, despite repeatedly requesting that
the Highways Agency allow our staff to do the same on the
other three verges at this junction, we have hit a brick wall of
red tape and bureaucracy. The Highways Agency cite budget
cuts as the reason for not carrying out this work, stating that
they will only now cut ‘amenity grass’ when it poses a visual
hazard to the safety of motorists/pedestrians.
Negotiations are, at the time of writing, on-going but
it looks extremely likely that the Town Council will have to
make the decision to undertake this work itself, at a cost to
the town, if we are to see any improvement at this junction.
However, we are sure you will agree that it will be money
well spent to keep all four corners at the gateway to the town
in a presentable condition.
Local Development Framework (LDF) and the housing
needs programme in Church Stretton to 2026
Building houses in Church Stretton is always a rather
emotive issue and the SC consultation which took place last
year proved very confusing. Recently detailed discussions
took place with SC regarding forward development and it
is expected that a more rational and detailed report will be
available to residents in the coming months.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60 High
Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor

JUly 2011

Communication with the Public
he Town Council is continually trying to find ways of
communicating as fully as possible with the public.
Since amending the format of ‘Community Matters’
in Focus, we hope that we are more informative and give
a more thorough overview of what is happening in your
town. We also try to issue press releases to the local media on
important subjects as and when they arrive. In addition, the
minutes of meetings (once ratified) are posted in the office
window, Library and on the Town Website.
The Council office has a steady flow of residents either
calling in or phoning to raise issues on numerous and varied
matters. Reporting out-of-order street lights or water leaks;
problems concerning grass cutting, signage, planning matters
or play areas; booking the Silvester Horne Institute (SHI), to
name but a few, not to mention the more personal matters
relating to burials etc. Some matters raised by the public are
not in the remit of this Council but any concern is always
passed immediately to the appropriate body, whether it is
Shropshire Council, the Highways Agency, water authority,
Police or whoever.
Unfortunately, our efficiency in dealing with matters
is not always matched by the efficiency of others, but we
can assure residents that we keep chasing until matters are
resolved satisfactorily however frustrating the time-lapse may
be. It is important to keep lines of communication open
and feedback from the public on how we communicate with
them; any ideas on how this can be improved would be most
welcome.
Town Enhancement Scheme
The Public Consultation meeting took place in the SHI
on 15th June where residents were able to view plans
and options and present their constructive views. This
information has now been studied by Shropshire Council
(SC) and evaluated in order to reach a conclusion on the best
option for the town. The outcome of this consultation will
be presented to CSTC at the Town Council meeting on 26th
July for final recommendations to be made to SC.
Website Mark 3
As briefly mentioned in the last issue of Focus, intensive
development work is being undertaken and the formulation
of the Community Interest Company (CIC) should be
complete by September 2011. Should anyone experience
any problems accessing in the existing website during the
change-over period, please contact the Town council office
for assistance.
Silvester Horne Institute (SHI) - Update
The work is now underway for this very exciting project of
modernisation/restoration. The complete new heating system,
giving us more efficient and flexible heating, is now nearly
complete and the building work to create the much needed
extension is underway. It is hoped the work will cause as little
disruption as possible to users of the building with the final
‘break-through’ from the existing hall to the new extension
being programmed for mid-late September. We are keeping
in contact with our hirers so that they are fully informed of
the schedule, but again may we offer our apologies if any
inconvenience is caused. Please bear with us as the finished
product will be well worth it! Anyone wishing to book the SHI
for a special function (eg wedding reception) or for a training
event, group meeting, local produce or craft sale etc, please
contact the Town Council office to find out what the excellent
new facilities will have to offer; you won’t be disappointed!
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Parents’ Corner

What’s on – July
Saturday 9th Convert grassland to a wildflower meadow by
learning how to manage your soil. Identify local wildflowers
and gather seeds from these plants to start you off! 10.30am
to 12.30pm -: £5 at The Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre,
Craven Arms.
Saturday/Sunday 16th/17th –Living History Weekend
provided by the House of the Blackstar at Whittington
Castle, Castle Street, Whittington, Oswestry 11.00am.
Friday 29th – Craft Workshop at The Shropshire Wildlife
Trust in Shrewsbury.
Make a tin can into a wonderful pot for your garden, plant
it with flowers and watch them grow! This project not only
recycles, it creates new life. For children aged 5 and above.
Booking is essential. 10.30am-12.30pm. £3.00.
Phone - 01743 284280
Book Review
‘This Book is Totally Rubbish: A Maggie & Rose Activity
Book’
This book is all about recycling and making fun stuff out
of things you have at home like old newspapers, boxes
and plastic bottles. Each project has an easy-to-read set of
instructions with clear pictures and tells you what you need
to make it. There are some great ideas in the book and we
decided to make the Hanging Pen Sorter and the Stuff
Sorter. We made some changes like how we decorated it and
once they were finished they looked fantastic. It was a very
William’s joke of the month
good activity for a wet afternoon. We had lots of fun and
we’ll definitely use it again. I would recommend this book to Doctor Doctor I can’t get to sleep…
Well sit on the edge of the bed and you’ll soon drop off
other people.
Emma Alston
Adam, age 8 and Luke, age 6

Established in Church Stretton in 1972

WRIGHTS
(Principal: Stuart Wright FNAEA)

ESTATE AGENTS AND VALUERS
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• Residential and Commercial Sales
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• Free Valuations (sale purposes)
Branch Agents for leading
UK Building Society
www.wrightschurchstretton.co.uk
Email: sales@wrightschurchstretton.co.uk
32 SANDFORD AVENUE
CHURCH STRETTON, SY6 6BW
Tel: 01694 722237 Fax: 01694 724324

17/06/2011 14:33

Birdlife in your Garden

feather vanes to impart rigidity to the feather. Keeping its
plumage in tiptop condition is critical to a bird, both to
maintain efficient flight and to enhance its waterproofing
place for birds to drink and bathe can be a very
and insulating properties.
decorative addition to your garden and will enhance
Water bathing is but one of a number of grooming
its attractiveness to many species. A wildlife pond is
behaviours you may see in your garden. Many birds ‘dust
ideal but a much cheaper and highly effective alternative is
bathe’ by ruffling up their feathers, squatting close to the
the bird bath, either purchased or improvised from suitable
containers like plant pot saucers or dustbin lids. A bird bath ground and forcing dust or fine soil into the plumage by
body movements. House Sparrows are particularly fond of
should have sloping sides providing a shallow approach to
the water and a rough internal texture so that its users remain dust baths. It is believed that this helps rid birds of excess oils
and fats, dead skin and feather debris from their plumage
sure-footed. Ideally, it should have a variety of depths from
and may also dislodge parasites like ticks, lice and mites.
two and a half to ten centimetres (one to four inches) for
Garden birds also practise ‘anting’ either by adopting a
different sized birds but this can be achieved by adding flat
posture that permits ants to stream over the body (e.g. Jays
stones or even offering several baths of different depths in
and thrushes) or by taking ants in their beaks and applying
different parts of your garden. The volume should be large
enough so that even vigorous bathing by a Magpie or a flock them to the feathers (e.g. Starlings). It is not clear why birds
do this but one possibility is that the formic acid produced
of Starlings will not splash out all of the water. Location is
by the ants acts to remove parasites, skin flakes, oil and dirt
important. Birds are vulnerable while bathing, when they
and perhaps soothes the skin when new feathers are growing
may be distracted and when flight is impeded by plumage
heavy with water, so avoid putting your bird bath near cover in. Finally, ‘sunning’ by birds may also have a grooming
purpose. This involves birds raising their feathers to expose
that can be used by stalking cats. A thick layer of thorny
clippings, from rose, holly or pyracantha, can be placed below bare skin, spreading their wings and tail to maximise surface
nearby shrubs to limit their effectiveness for feline ambush.
Elevated bird baths, suspended or on pedestals, are safer than
those on the ground as they provide better visibility and are
harder for a cat to reach. Nearby perches are desirable to
provide a place for birds to preen following a bath and shade
is useful in summer as it reduces water loss by evaporation.
Baths should be cleaned frequently by scrubbing to remove
algae and droppings and should be topped up with clean
water daily, if possible. In cold weather, keep water unfrozen
by adding tepid water, warming the bath with a heat source
or by floating a tennis or ping-pong ball on the surface so
that its movement in the wind disrupts ice development.
Under no circumstances should substances like glycerine, oil,
A Wren 'sunning' on a garden fencepost (Photo: BTO Library)
anti-freeze or salt be added to bird baths to prevent freezing:
area and positioning themselves to intercept sunlight. This
these can be toxic and may damage the insulating and
may disturb parasites within the plumage to permit easy
waterproofing characteristics of a bird’s plumage.
removal during subsequent preening activity, although it
may also help to warm the bird during cold weather or cause
chemical changes in feather oils to produce vitamin D.
John Arnfield
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Birds will both drink and bathe at suitable water sources.
Seed-eating species, like finches, get very little moisture
from their food and need to drink several times a day.
Primarily insect-eating birds get some water from their prey
(caterpillars, worms etc) but still need to drink, especially
in the winter when their diet is modified to include more
seeds (e.g. tit species). Bathing helps to rid plumage of dirt
and excess oil and is usually followed by an intensive bout
of preening in which birds nibble their feathers with the
tip of their beaks to ‘zip up’ the hooked ‘barbules’ on their

July 2011 mag.indd 10

Trivia Corner No 92 by Ken Willis
1. Which sport is the only one represented in the
NATO alphabet?
2. With which sport, other than football, do you
associate Jackie Charlton?
3. The Bulls v The Rhinos is a local derby match in
which county?
4. Name the famous sportsman who lit the torch at the
1996 Olympics?
5. Which Tottenham Hotspur footballer has also
played for Wolves, Leeds, Liverpool and Celtic?

StRETTON FOCUS

As with all birds, bathing is an important activity for Starlings to
maintain their capacity to fly and to enhance the insulating and
waterproofing properties of their plumage (Photo: Josie Latus/BTO)
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The author is British Trust for Ornithology Ambassador
for the Garden BirdWatch (GBW) scheme in southern
Shropshire and is available to speak to local organizations
on GBW, as well as answering questions about garden birds
and feeding. GBW is the largest year-round survey of garden
birds in the world, and it is simple to take part. Why not give
the survey a go by contacting John on (01694) 724170 or at
arnfield.2@osu.edu to request a free three-week ‘taster’ pack!
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URC Voice

Quaker Voice

Reading between the Lines
eading between the lines is a very
useful skill to develop. That’s
because what’s written on the
lines, doesn’t always tell the whole story.
Or, to change the analogy, what people say often leaves a lot
unsaid. The space between the lines is not just empty space.
Reading between the lines is the ability to see deeper
than the immediate meaning of the words on the page. It
means being sensitive enough to hear what is not being said,
which may be more important than what is being said.
Of course, you must first of all attend to the words on
the line, before you start reading between the lines. You must
listen carefully to what is being said, before you look for
some unspoken communication. But don’t be afraid to probe
deeper than what is first presented to you.
Many people do have worries and concerns, fears
and anxieties, which soak up their emotional energy, and
prevent them living life as fully as they could. They won’t
be visiting the psychiatrist, but if they have friends who can
read between the lines, they can be encouraged to look a bit
deeper and find some relief.
If you are into religion, you will certainly need to read
between the lines. Otherwise you will get stuck on the
literal meaning, and miss the deeper allegorical and spiritual
significance of what you read. The purpose of Scripture is
not to give history lessons; not to give information about
how the world was made; and not to brainwash us into
saying that we believe what we know is incredible.
Reading between the lines, you will hear the living word
of the Spirit of God, speaking justice and peace, love and joy.
Donald Horsfield

y students gave me a card the other
day in what was to be their last official
lesson. ‘Not just maths,’ it said, ‘this is
further maths.’ I was really touched by their thanks. It set me
thinking about the whole business of saying thank you.
I’ve been in a position to say thank you a great deal
recently. I’m co-clerk of the committee responsible for
putting on a large scale Quaker Gathering. We are expecting
1700 Friends of all ages to arrive at Canterbury University
for the first week of August. My job is to have an overview of
the preparations, so I’m very aware of how much hard work
the team of volunteers is doing. There are a few bits which
have caused headaches, but lots of things are going well, so
I’ve had a lot of thanking to do. When one of the potential
problems finally got resolved my response was, ‘Phew, or
should that be thank God’.
Do we just say ‘thank you’ because it is polite to do so?
Or is it that we’ve learnt that it oils the works and makes it
more likely that that person will do something for us next
time we need them to? Both these are true, but they seem
rather self-serving reasons.
Perhaps it is more to do with ourselves and our
own mental processes. In saying ‘thank you’, we are
acknowledging our indebtedness, our need for others’ help
and the limits of what we can achieve by ourselves. We
soon become aware of the limits of what we can achieve
by ourselves. Thanking God seems to fit better with these
reasons as well, it’s not that God needs us to say thank you,
but rather he wants us to understand our dependence.
These reasons for saying thank you seem far from selfserving, in fact they have more to do with self-giving. Thank
you for reading Quaker Voice!
Lesley Richards

R

M

Rushbury School News
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he spring term was another busy time for pupils at
Rushbury. For the parents and Friends of Rushbury
School it also brought the annual muck lug. Fine
weather accompanied tractors and trailers as they visited
local villages and Church Stretton to deliver wheelbarrow
and trailer loads of manure from a local dairy farm. The
school is very grateful to the farmers who provided the
manure, vehicles and equipment; to the administrators for
organising the many deliveries and to the gardeners who
support the Friends and school with their contributions
including hot drinks and biscuits en route! As ever it was an
enjoyable time and great for meeting parents.
The whole school visited Millbrook Primary School,
Leegomery, Telford, followed by a trip to nearby Hadley
High Street. This formed part of the “British Week” theme
with children looking at various aspects of being British
including the variety of school communities beyond rural
Shropshire.
In December 2009 pupils visited Wenlock Edge and the
National Trust (NT) to help plant trees as part of the United
Nations Environment Programme: Billion Tree Campaign.
Severe weather led to a postponement of a return trip in
December 2010 and so in March pupils helped to extend
the number of trees planted in the area.. The school is most
grateful for the support provided by the NT warden Alistair
Heath.
The spring term had just finished when there were
some changes in the organisation of the school’s leadership.
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Mrs Caroline Harding-Jack had to return to her school in
Bridgnorth to take up the role of Headteacher following the
sudden absence of the Headteacher due to illness. We are very
grateful to Mrs Harding-Jack for planning and organising
the developments at
Rushbury School that
include a new IT suite with
laptop computers and a
wireless internet system.
The school’s library will
undergo a substantial
remodelling and the pupils
will learn to use software
to catalogue all of the books. There are further changes to the
school planned, including updating of the outdoor facilities.
Rushbury School is now led by acting Headteacher Mrs
Di Malyon from Bridgnorth and we hope that she is able to
settle into her new role quickly.
Recent school refurbishments have included changes to
the Sycamore’s room which is part of the old school building
(which is linked to the Wainwright Trust) and is used for
assemblies and the dining room. This room has been used
for meetings of the governing body, the School’s Friends
organisation, which raises money for school activities and
the local parish council. After-school activities have included
various clubs and recently included hip hop (street) dancing!
Later this term we will be having our annual Open Day
(July 13th) and we welcome visitors to the School.
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Toxic plants – a growing danger – Part 1

W

ith the long summer days comes the vision of
walks through long dappled grass, of plucking
wild herbs fragrant in the sun and of cool drinks
of freshly squeezed limes.
It isn’t widely known, however, that the sun, certain
plants and our skin, can make a fiery and toxic combination.
This is the story of my two summer walks just north of
Paris. The first one happened on a cloudy day and was cut
short by the rain. A week later the walk was repeated, this
time under blazing sun. Tall wild fennel grew by the sandy
footpath and it was simply too delicious to leave alone. On
each occasion I had plucked a handful of seeds, squeezed
them to release the aromatic oil and passed my hand under
the appreciative noses of my companions.
On the second walk a gust of wind blew dust in my
face; I wiped it off with my fingers and we walked on. A
strange sensation on my face occurred towards the evening.
It felt as if my skin had been invaded by fast-running ants,
just passing under the skin with light, barely touching feet.
There was nothing to see but the feeling continued, as my
fingers kept scanning the skin, just conscious that something
was happening. The following day I had to fly abroad on a
business trip. In the hotel room I started to get ready to meet
my colleagues when I stopped, my face like the Munch’s
‘Scream’, in front of a mirror. Across each of my cheeks, over
the cheek bones ran two dark-red, very clearly delineated,
parallel streaks of grotesque war paint. The skin wasn’t raised,
there was no blistering but it hurt, with a sensation of fire
raging just under the surface.
I ran the fingers over the marks and, instantly, and with
fury at my own carelessness, I remembered this very same

gesture of the day before when I
wiped the dust off my face with
fingers smeared with fennel oil.
My fury was justified, because
I had just managed to vividly
reproduce on my own face the
phototoxic reaction which, until then, I had only seen in
dermatological publications. A classic ‘medice, cura te ipsum’
case.
Because of my absence from home it took a week before
I could be seen by a dermatologist and thus began the slow
process of healing the skin. It took about a year of treatment
involving dermatological check-ups and the use of a series of
powerful creams before the signs more or less disappeared.
Luckily today all visible traces have gone, leaving only
a memory of my close encounter. My skin reaction was
typical of Phytophotodermatitis, skin inflammation caused
by simultaneous exposure to a phototoxic plant and
sunlight (UVA). It is a toxic dermal eruption that typically
begins within a day of exposure and peaks 2-3 days later.
It produces a strong ‘sunburn-like’ response which may be
accompanied by blisters, later followed by darkening of the
skin (hyperpigmentation).
These dramatic skin reactions have been observed since
antiquity and they still happen today. By now, however, the
mechanism of the reaction is well understood and so, with
advice and sensible precautions, you can stay safe in the sun
all summer long.
To find out how, read the next part of this article.
Barbara Hall PhD CBiol FSB
Eurotox Registered Toxicologist

Gardening in July

Acton Scott Gardening Club
– advance notice

F

St Laurence’s Church Free Fun Day
17th July 12.30 – 4.00pm
Russell’s Meadow, Church Stretton
All Welcome
Family fun and games
Bouncy castle, face painting,
Barbecue – free hotdog/burger
There will be a family open-air service between
11am and 12noon on Russell’s Meadow

StRETTON FOCUS
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T

his year’s Summer Show, which
is open to everyone, will be held
on Saturday 10th September.
There will be the usual categories
for food and flowers and children’s
categories. Once again there will also be
the ever popular Men Only baking challenge. For full details
and a copy of the schedule, please contact our club secretary,
Mary Phillips, on 01694 781205 or e-mail maryphillips1@
btinternet.com and put Summer Show Schedule in the
subject line or go to www.actonscott.com and follow the
links.

JUly 2011

lower borders will be abundant
with colour this month, however
keep dead heading to maintain
a show. If you feel that watering is
necessary, it is preferable to apply a good
soak rather than a light spray overhead.
Hoe the surface which will maintain a dusty mulch and
prevent weed seed germinating.
Warm weather will encourage blight to form in
damp conditions and powdery mildew may occur in dry
conditions. It may be necessary to apply fungicide and, as
aphids will possibly be present on young growth, soapy water
sprays may be helpful.
Many vegetables are now at their best so harvest them
when tender and tasty. If you have sweet peas as cordons,
then remove side shoots and tendrils for top class blooms.
Marrows and squashes will be growing rapidly and will
benefit from being watered with a liquid feed.
Soft fruit will need protection from birds. DVD discs are
a useful deterrent. Make sure that soft fruit is really ripe before
picking, particularly black currants. The June drop will no
doubt have thinned apples, but be quite drastic and leave
about 6 inches between fruits if you like good size specimens.
In the greenhouse ventilation will be very necessary
and damping down the floor will be beneficial in lowering
the temperature. Tomato plants will be setting fruit and as
previously mentioned, side shoots should be removed on
cordon varieties.
Ron Dapling
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club
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Shopping in The
New Market Stalls
We are sure no-one can have missed our new fruit and
vegetable stall on Thursdays. We are delighted that Green
Butts Farm Produce have been able to take on this service,

providing us with fresh produce at very reasonable prices,
with entertainment thrown in. If you haven’t been to the
Square on a Thursday, you are in for a treat!
We are also pleased to welcome to Church Stretton John
Doyle of Adam & Eve Spices. He stocks an amazing range
of spices, herbs, and ingredients for exotic cookery. Did you
know that it was possible to buy ground bay leaves? Well,
that’s just one of the more unusual items on his very wellstocked stall. Do take the time to check it out – you may find
you can buy more things here than you would have expected.

SummerFest
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y the time you read this the Chamber of Trade’s Third
SummerFest, will have been and gone, hopefully
leaving behind many happy memories.
Was the weather kind?				
Were the marquees up in time?
Did all the entertainers turn up?
Were there any lost children?
Did the plans for parking work as well as last year?
What about the straw bales, refuse bins, mobile toilets etc.
etc.?
Were the street decorations eye-catching?
Did the young people enjoy the evening concert of live
music?
Was the parade of vintage vehicles enjoyed by the
enthusiasts?
Did our town have an influx of visitors, bringing increased
trade?
Will those same visitors return?
Did St Laurence’s Church, Mayfair and Scrappies benefit?
Did we receive any compliments – or even complaints?
Answers to these questions (and no doubt many more)
will be mulled over at the debrief, when experiences gained
on the day will be incorporated into planning for next year’s
SummerFest.
As with other large events held in the Church Stretton
area, the Chamber of Trade could not have mounted
SummerFest without the enthusiasm and goodwill of masses
of volunteers – from all walks of life – all shapes and sizes just too many to mention here by name. It was the volunteers
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And New Shops!

This is a bumper month for shopping in The Strettons,
as in addition to the market stalls we have two splendid new
shops.

Turnstyle

If you have been along Beaumont Road recently you will
have noticed a few changes. We mentioned in an earlier issue
that Burway Books had moved further along the road into
spacious new premises. Their previous shop has now been
taken over by Turnstyle, which is almost as much a gallery as a

who secured any successes, giving
innumerable hours of valuable time
from the planning stages, on the day
itself and through to the final clear up.
Our Town Council offered full
support, and undertook tasks which included signage, stalls,
licences and in particular the minefield of Health & Safety.
Not forgetting the involvement and efforts of the Scouts
who also put their scout hut at our disposal – what would we
do without that scout hut?
Sincere thanks to everyone who assisted in any way (with
apologies for any omissions). We do hope you all enjoyed
SummerFest day, a day which gave us an opportunity to
showcase our lovely town and area.
Focus readers - a request to anyone who took photos
during SummerFest - would you consider sharing them with
us? Email to ermerton@btinternet.com
Eileen Roberts 01694 720086

May 2011
£100 329		
£20 594		

£50 350
£10 467
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g in The Strettons
giant strawberries, snakes and the new wave delights such as
every flavour of millions, toxic waste, fizz wiz and vampire
teeth etc, etc. Carole, who recently moved to Church

shop. David Weldon originally came from Stretton but
has spent many years working round the world as a musical
instrument restorer and repairer. He now specialises in
wood turning; almost all the beautiful objects in this shop
are created by him, and the majority are crafted from native
hardwood. There are elegant candlesticks, a wide range of
traditional and more modern chess sets, bowls and platters as
well as a range of jewellery and prints. For the aficionado of
the beauty of wood this is truly a treasure house.

Think Pink Think Sweets!!!!

The Sweet Bar has recently opened and is an Aladdin’s
cave of all the variety of sweets you could ever wish for.
Old fashioned sweets including aniseed balls, gob stoppers,
lemon sherbets, black jacks, liquorice, to name but a few.
The variety suits not only adults who remember good old
fashioned sweets but also children who love ‘pick and mix’,

Stretton is delighted with the response from everyone who
recalls the memories of buying sweets at the long gone
Palmers and Allsorts in Sandford Avenue. Some of us may
remember Mottram’s in Beaumont Road in the 1960s.
Carole who is following in her parents’ footsteps ( Jim
and Joan Power) of having a business in Church Stretton
has in addition to over 150 jars of sweets a selection of
hot drinks, slush puppies and a lovely Jersey ice cream.
Children’s toys are also on offer and Carole will provide
children’s party bags and wedding favours. The children’s
fishing nets are also popular.
Carole will be open seven days a week

Church Stretton Area Local History Group

150th Anniversary of the old Church Stretton School Forthcoming Activities

A

StRETTON FOCUS
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The CSALHG usually
meets once a month and
welcomes any new members
at any of the meetings.
The Group’s programme of
forthcoming activities is as
follows:
Monday 18 July. A joint activity with the All Stretton
History Group. A guided history walk around the village,
including a visit to the Church of St Michael and All
Angels. Meet at All Stretton village hall at 2.30pm.
Refreshments. For further details telephone 01694 723804
or email ivar.romo@googlemail.com
August. Summer break. No meeting.
Monday 19 September. Planning meeting for School
Anniversary exhibition. 2.30pm
Library. (See above)
Tuesday 27 September. Visit to Stokesay Court. £15 per
person – includes private tour and tea. If you would like to
join the tour, please email Guy Sjögren at
gsjogren@btinternet.com or Ann Patterson at ann.
patterson1@mypostoffice.co.uk.
Monday 3 October. Final planning meeting for School
Anniversary exhibition. 2.30pm Library.
Monday 28 November. Visit to be announced.
December. Christmas break. No meeting
Guy Sjögren
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s many readers will know, 2011 marks the 150th
anniversary of the opening of the ‘old’ Church
Stretton school. Tony Crowe and Barrie Raynor’s
new book 'Church Stretton through the Ages' tells us that
Church Stretton had a schoolmaster in 1589. But it was not
until almost two hundred years later that an actual school
was established at what is now Burway House.
Eventually, a new school was built in Church Street in
1861 and was to remain there for a hundred years. It is the
opening of this school one hundred and fifty years ago that
the Church Stretton Area Local History Group (CSALHG)
will be celebrating in October.
For the past few months, members of the Group have
been researching various aspects of the ‘old’ school – the
buildings, the management and teaching staff, pupils and
curriculum, and so on. One of the outcomes of this research
will be a small exhibition in the old school building – now
the Library – during the week 10-16 October, with an Open
Day on Sunday 16 October.
The Group’s researchers are currently to be found with
their heads buried in dusty documents in the Shropshire
Archives. However, should anyone have any form of
memorabilia of the school during the period 1861-1961 that
they are willing to share with the Group, they are asked to
leave their contact details with the Church Stretton Library
staff. A member of the Group will then get in touch.
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Scrappies itself are usually held during the school holidays
for different age groups and are dependent on receiving
funding, so that we can keep costs down for participants.
External workshops are ‘demand driven’ and are often held
as part of another event, such as a summer fayre, and can
be tailor made to your requirements. An experienced CRB
checked tutor will organise and run an event for you, at very
reasonable prices.
Do you accept household scrap?
Yes, but we have to be selective as certain items do not
shift. We will always take egg boxes, coffee jar lids, Pringles
lthough Scrappies has been in Church Stretton since boxes, washing-up liquid bottles and lots of pots of the same
1995 and feels well and truly part of the community, size which stack. From time to time we make a plea for
specific items as they are required for specific projects. At
we are often surprised at the number of people who
the moment we need you to save up your FRUIT SHOOT
have never heard of us or, if they have, have only a vague
idea of what we are about, and/or don’t know where we are. bottles. If you are not sure about an item/s give us a call
before bringing it in. We also take jumble (clothes, shoes
So for the uninitiated, or those who just need reminding,
and belts) some of which we sell and some goes to charities
here are 10 things you may not know about Scrappies but
in Africa and India.
were too scared to ask …
Scrappies - 01694 722511
What is Scrappies?
info@scrappies.org
www.scrappies.org
We are a scrap store. We collect clean, safe surplus items
from industry and sell them on to groups and individuals.
Who can use Scrappies?
Anyone! Originally aimed at children and schools, Scrappies
is available for anyone to use, providing the items purchased are
for your own or your group’s use and not for resale.
hurch Stretton Library will
Do I/we have to be members to use Scrappies?
be running the Summer
Yes, but membership is very reasonable. Annual membership
Reading Challenge again this
ranges from £8 to £23.75 depending on your status.
year during the Summer holidays.
What do you get for annual membership?
The Summer Reading Challenge is for Primary School aged
Free run of the scrap store in which you can buy
children to read up to six books during the school holidays
scrap by the trolley load or basket load. Certain items are
with opportunities to earn stickers and other small prizes
individually priced such as material/ribbon and stationery
items. We also offer a photocopying and laminating service. after each two books read. This year’s theme is ‘Circus Stars’.
Church Stretton Library will be holding three fortnightly
Members also receive a 20% discount on new items bought
circus-themed activity sessions linked to the challenge. These
from the art and craft shop.
events will be held on the following Tuesday afternoons:
Art & Craft Shop? I thought you were a scrap store?
We are primarily a scrap store but also have a separate art Tuesday 26th July 2.30-3.30pm - ‘Clowning Around’ crafts
and stories with a special visit from Sonny Pennington (a
and craft shop from which you can buy new items for arts
and crafts projects (all types of pens, paints, glitter, coloured local conjurer) who will be doing some juggling and tricks.
Tuesday 9th August 2.30-3.30pm - ‘Big Top’ crafts and
paper, coloured card, glue, clay, etc, etc). The shop is open
stories.
at the same time as the scrap store and is available for the
Tuesday 23rd August 2.30-3.30pm - ‘Circus Parade’ crafts
general public to use.
and stories.
When can I visit?
Tickets are free and available from the Library. Booking
We are based in Lutwyche Road, Church Stretton, SY6
is essential as places are limited.
6AT and are open on Saturday, 10am – 2pm; Wednesday,
11am – 7pm; Thursday, 10am – 4pm. You are welcome to
visit and join up at the same time! We sometimes cannot
open in bad weather so it’s best to ring ahead in those
circumstances to check we are here.
Who runs Scrappies?
Scrappies is a registered charity (1053752) and is run
The Craven Arms branch of the
on membership fees, sale of goods, and grants from local
RSPB has a programme of talks and walks
businesses and one-off sources. There are only three paid
throughout 2011. Events are 50p to Local
part-time members of staff and the rest are volunteers, to
Group Members and £2 to non-members
whom we are eternally grateful.
Coming up:
What do the volunteers do?
16th July – Wildlife walk at Bury Ditches Hill Fort
Everything! Without volunteers Scrappies could not
10.00am Meet in Forestry Commission car park
exist. We always need volunteers to keep the place clean and
(Grid reference: SO 334 839)
tidy, organise the stock, price the stock, work on the counter,
Morning walk.
drive the van to collect and unload goods, keep our many
Leader: Chris Bateman 01584 878362
databases up to date and run stalls at public events.
Evening meetings recommence on 14th September
Anything else?
For further information visit our website
In our spare time Scrappies run workshops, either at
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
Lutwyche Road or we can come to you. The workshops at

News from
Scrappies

A

Summer Activities
at the Library
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Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds
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Planning for a Heatwave

O

New Train Timetable
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Trivia Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Golf
Fishing
Mohamed Ali
Blue Peter
Robbie Keane

school holidays. Strangely, at
least one of these gaps is filled
on Saturdays, but there are fewer
trains on Sundays.
However, there is now a
train in each direction at around
11.00pm which will help those who want to go to the
theatre or concerts, or even linger over a meal.
Copies of the new timetable should be available at the
Visitor Information Centre or can be downloaded from
the Arriva Train Wales website (www.arrivatrainswales.
co.uk) where there is a useful facility to create a tailor-made
timetable showing only the destinations you are interested in.
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The new Arriva Trains Wales timetable is now in operation,
and is better than the original draft, largely thanks to the many
people who contacted the company with their comments. We
do have trains to and from Manchester in the middle of the
day, but fewer than before, and there are also trains to and
from Chester and Holyhead, which will enable us to have a
day out in Llandudno. The trains to and from Shrewsbury
no longer run on a ‘clock face’ timetable, and there are some
unwelcome gaps on weekdays including one northbound
between 9.05 am and 10.39am and another between 15.05pm
and 16.53pm. Southbound there is nothing between 11.39am
and 13.15pm or between 15.15pm and 16.50pm, which is
particularly irritating as there is no bus at 3.20 except during

O
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nce again this may be like taking
coals to Newcastle, but just a
reminder to keep our emergency
packs up to date.
Permanent Emergency Pack
Emergency numbers: Doctor, NHS Direct, ShropDoc.
Torch and spare batteries.
Candles and candle holders (preferably with glass protection
eg a jam jar).
Enough food and water for several days, including pet food.
It should be used and replaced regularly. Emergency food
should be dried or tinned – not frozen.
If possible, an alternative fuel supply should be kept
available, eg. An electric heater and kettle if gas or a little
calor gas camping stove if electric.
Hot water bottles.
Vacuum flask.
Emergency medicines (don’t let essential medication run to
the last day).
If hazardous epidemic or weather (hot or cold) is
forecast, check medicines, food store, emergency pack and
friends and neighbours.
Heatwave
Drink lots of cool drinks and eat cold food – salads etc.
Close curtains to keep out sun.
Open windows and curtains during cooler parts of the day
and at night where practical and safe.
Wear cool loose clothes.
Do not go out during hottest part of day (11 – 3pm).
Take cool showers or baths.
Always wear a hat when out to shade both face and back of
neck.
Sponge wrists and neck with cool water.
Use a hot water bottle filled with cold water.
Use protective sun cream and take water with you when
going outside.
Symptoms of Heatstroke
Cramp in arms, legs or stomach.
Confusion.
General weakness.
If symptoms persist, seek medical advice.
If you suspect that someone has heatstroke, phone 999.
You can cool them by using ventilation – electric fans or
wrapping in a damp sheet.
Give drinks if conscious.
Do not give aspirin or paracetamol.
Anne Stafford

ne of my
interests is to
breed canaries,
not for profit but for
pleasure. They are Rollers,
a type originating from the Hartz Mountains, in Germany
and bred only for their song. They are superb songsters.
I mention this because I am waiting now with
excitement the first young ones to hatch, to see their colours
and various markings. If I understood the rules of genetics
I would know already what to expect. It was a 19th century
Austrian monk, Gregor Mendel, who patiently unravelled
this complicated science of genetics and laid the foundations
for the benefits of plant and animal breeding that we enjoy
today. My science is to pair up two healthy birds and to be
happy with the outcome. I have faith in what the outcome
will be, even though I cannot guarantee it.
Sadly, with the financial downturn gripping the country
many people hope they will still have a job at the end of
this year; they cannot guarantee it. They have faith in their
company, in their employer, in the financial measures the
government is taking. Without this sort of trust in others,
even when they let us down, life would become intolerable
and mistrust and suspicion would take over.
Religious faith is somewhat different. I am asked to put
my trust in things I can never see, or understand fully. This
trust rests, not on evidence that can be laboratory tested
and verified, but on the word of a person, Jesus Christ. Not
surprisingly, many people find it impossible to take this leap
in the dark; because that is what religious faith is. They are
uncomfortable with this: seeing this almost as an insult to
their intelligence, and the abandonment of reason.
This is true. Faith is not reason but neither is it
unreasonable. This is not just playing with words. It is
not unreasonable to believe someone existed, who made
extraordinary claims, and did quite extraordinary things. It
would not be unreasonable to give some attention to what
that individual said and did. Reject it if you will. But at least
give it some consideration.
By the time you read this, I hope I will be enjoying the
additions to my canary family.
Father Kevin Callker C.S.S.R
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W

e received £1,583.27 in our
house-to-house collection in and
around Church Stretton during
April. That was more than last year’s collection and we are
surprised and delighted that people have been so generous
to the RNLI in these difficult times. Thank you very much
to those who helped us in the collections and all those who
supported us so well.
Richard M Turner Jones

Moonwalk

On behalf of Mayfair thank you to everyone for making
this year’s May Fayre so successful. This is a real community
event, made possible by the support of our local schools,
our golf club, dedicated volunteers and staff, and of course
those of you who come along on the day. It is an event we
all enjoy: the centre was buzzing with people having a good
time whilst raising approx £1,800 for the continued work of
the centre. Thank you.
Thank you also to the More Singers who held a
concert in April on behalf of Mayfair raising £255. The
singers have very generously continued to support Mayfair
through their performances.
The second Shropshire Wind Ensemble concert held
on 14th May raised £172: many thanks to this group for
donating the proceeds of both their concerts to Mayfair.
These are a few events which have raised money for
Mayfair recently, however we would also like to thank
everyone who enables the centre to continue its work by
raising funds through using the centre, events, donations,
lottery, Co-op Dividend points, membership and legacy.
Fundraising is an essential part of our work: Thank you.
Thank you also to Church Stretton Horse Show for
their continued support and generous cheque of £500
received last month.
Finally we would like to express our thanks to iDEA,
www.thinkidea.co.uk. for their sponsorship of our Annual
Report. Not only is it so professionally presented, but it has
saved us a great deal of time and money.
Sue Wood (Trustee)

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

very first Sunday of the month 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm.
The form of the service is based on the
traditional prayer book and has a particular
resonance, beauty and assurance in these troubled times.
The music often reflects this. The choir works hard to
produce an anthem suitable for the occasion.
If you think that you might enjoy starting (or ending)
the week with a contemplative service of this nature, then I
commend it to you.
John Shepherd, Choir Master
Cardington is a conservation village and one of the
prettiest villages in the county, nestling with its outlying
hamlets under Caer Caradoc in the beautiful upland hill
country of South Shropshire.
Sue Akers, PCC Secretary, Cardington
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St. James’s Church, Cardington

Answer in next month’s Focus
Last month's photo was
taken of a part of Clive
House, Sandford Avenue
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Thanks from Mayfair
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Choral evensong

Hilary Jones and Sheila Cashmore

Photos: Nigel Strachan

W

e would like to say a huge thank you to everyone
who sponsored us on our recent MoonWalk:
a 26.2 mile power walk around the streets of
London at midnight, wearing a decorated bra, to raise money
for breast cancer causes. Not content with just decorating our
bras we decided to dress as pink bunnies. Our first challenge
was to get to Hyde Park from Ealing in our costumes, using
public transport - to say we got a few amused looks (and the
occasional honk on a car horn!) would be putting it mildly.
We arrived at 8.00pm along with 17,000 other women
(and a few brave men) but our group didn’t actually set
off until 11.45pm. The route took us around Hyde Park,
past Buckingham Palace (we’re sure we saw the curtains
twitching), along the Embankment to Tower Bridge, past
the Tate Modern and London Eye, around Chelsea and
Kensington where we were cheered on by the men on the
night watch at a local fire station, and a Chelsea Pensioner
in full dress uniform at the Royal Chelsea Hospital, before
another long plod along the embankment back to Hyde Park.
Even though we’ve both done the Longmynd Hike this was
a very tough challenge - not so much for the distance, but the
fact that it was all on hard, unforgiving pavements. London
never sleeps and the constant buzz of traffic was a far cry from
the peace and quiet of the Shropshire Hills. But it was nice to
see the sun rise at about 4.00am across the Thames and the
atmosphere throughout the event was wonderful. We crossed
the finish line at 8.30am where we were presented with a medal
to remind us that we had actually been mad enough to walk the
streets of London in decorated bras.
Was it worth it? Yes - we raised about £1,300 in
sponsorship. Would we do it again? No - give us the hills of
home any day!!
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Mayfair News
Mayfair’s home-cooked lunch delivered to you at home
We are launching a private meals on wheels service in
response to the service being cut completely by Shropshire
Council, sometime in July.
• Do you find it
difficult to cook a
nutritional hot meal
for yourself?
• Have you just
come out of hospital
or feel unwell?
• Do you worry
about a relative, friend
or neighbour, would
you feel happier,
knowing someone
was popping in every
lunch time with a 2
course hot meal?
• Cooked fresh at
Mayfair and delivered
piping hot by Good
Neighbours
• Delivered 7 days a week, can have any combination
(ie just three days a week or just weekends.)
The service is provided for people of any age who are
unable to cook their own meals at home and have no other
way of getting a hot meal.
• This is a self-referral service
• Delivery available in the Strettons area
• Special diets catered for ie vegetarian/diabetic
• Contact Mayfair Community Centre 722077
Volunteer Walk Leaders Away Day at Walcot Hall
In mid-May around 50 volunteer walk leaders from across
Shropshire gathered in the wonderful surrounds of Walcot
Hall for a series of talks, to socialise and to have a walk in
the impressive grounds. Shropshire’s Director for Public
Health opened proceedings by highlighting the important
contribution made by the volunteers to both individual
walkers’ wellbeing and health of Shropshire in general. The
event was organised by Ian Pearmain, Mayfair Centre.

Anglican Voice

A God who can be known and loved
Some people think of God as an
impersonal force. Some have thought of Him
as a man with a grey beard sitting up in the
clouds, with human limitations. Surveys have shown that
virtually everyone has prayed at some time in their lives
showing that underneath they believe there is a God who
is personal. We do not fully understand the realm of the
Spirit but Jesus claimed to show us what God is like and few
would not find that picture attractive – a God full of love
who wants the best for us, a God who invites us to receive
His love and to love Him back in return. Indeed loving Him
rather than say money, fame or power is to know freedom
from the slavery of false aims in life, or idols.
The aim of genuine Christian ministry is to enable
people to know the living God and His love in all its facets.
To help us to do that in the Anglican Parish, Suzan Williams,
from Highley, will be ordained at Hereford Cathedral on
July 3rd, and will be moving into 26 Churchill Road with
husband Darren and 4 children. Her first services will be at
St. Laurence’s on the 10th when she will be sharing her own
story of how she came to know the living God.
We have appointed Mrs. Sarah Robinson as Children’s
and Family worker, in succession to Moriel Gidney. She
started on June 7th and is an experienced Primary School
teacher and has grown up children. Her husband, Alan,
often appears on the Victorian Farm TV programmes from
Acton Scott.
A special Garage Praise will be held at the Burway
Garage with the band ‘The Reign’ (from my last parish) on
Saturday July 16th at 7.30pm with BBQ and they will lead
the worship in the marquee on Russell’s Meadow on Sunday
17th at 11.05am, followed by the Funday from 12.30 - 4pm.
All are welcome even if it is just for a while.
A pet service will be held on Rectory Field at 5pm on
Sunday 31st, to which all are welcome with any pets! Hazel
Ratcliffe, the Methodist Minister and dog walker will be our
speaker and there will be coffee/tea, cake and juice.
Many opportunities to enjoy the love of God!!
Richard Hill
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Volunteers at Mayfair Thank You Tea Party
Nicola McPherson
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Photo shows: Finn Galtress, Bob Laventure, Ian Pearmain,
Prof. Rod Thomson, Gerry Richardson
Volunteer Thank You Party
On Wednesday 8th June Mayfair held its annual
Volunteer Thank You Party. Afternoon tea was prepared
and served by staff and trustees to over 80 of the many
magnificent volunteers who support Mayfair in many
different ways. We would like to take this opportunity to

thank everyone for the time they give
and the experience and skills they
share. Our volunteers are the face
of Mayfair and what a wonderful
smiling face that is! Thank you all!
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CS Health and Social Care
Partnership
A healthy turn-out on the night!
On the day that Andrew Lansley, Health Minister,
promised “substantial changes” in NHS reform, the people
of Church Stretton and surrounding area were learning in
more detail about what these changes might mean to them.
Some 65 people got together in Church Stretton School
on 2nd June to participate in an evening organised by
the Church Stretton Health and Social Care Partnership
(H&SCP). The evening had three aims:
• To inform everyone present of the changes envisaged
in health and social care
• To highlight the work being done by the H&SCP,
Medical Practice and Mayfair to provide high quality
care for the people of Church Stretton and area
• To allow those present to take part in discussions on
a whole range of health and social care issues
Presentations covered the current and proposed structure
of the NHS, health and social care and public accountability,
the work of the H&SCP (including emergency plan
arrangements and the proposed Health and Wellbeing
Centre), as well as a briefing on how the changes would be
reflected in the Medical Practice and whether a Patients’
Participation Group would be viable.
Following the first informative hour, people got down to
identifying the key health issues in Church Stretton and area
and assessing how patients could best support the work of
the Practice and contribute to the promotion of a healthier
community. Commenting on the evening, Anne Gee MBE,
JP, Chairman of the Church Stretton H&SCP said “I was
very encouraged by the strong attendance and keen interest
shown by everyone in the hall. There was an obvious wish
for more information to be made available in the coming
weeks and months.”
Following the success of this Open Health Forum, a
second evening has been arranged for 22nd September at
the Silvester Horne Institute at 5.30 for a 6.00pm start. The
guest speaker will be Professor Rod Thomson, Director of
Public Health at the Shropshire PCT. More details will be
available closer to the date.
Cllr Hilary Claytonsmith
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Rising fuel bills – turning down

the costs

S

tretton Climate Care is
there to help.
Fuel bills are going up and up. Experts predict a
rise of 15% this year. What will you do?
You do not have to sit and pay. Come to our Low
Carbon Homes Day. Find out practical ideas at the
Renewable Technologies exhibition. Visit local homes and
learn how you can make a real difference to your bills by
making your home more energy efficient.
Programmes with maps and full details (£2.50) will
be available in St Laurence’s Parish Centre from 9.30 am
onwards. Refreshments and lunch are also available.
You do not have to go on paying more and more. You
can take control. Find out how with Stretton Climate Care
on Saturday 9th July.
David Howard, Publicity Officer,
01694 722904 davidandtrish@hotmail.co.uk
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CS Area Partnership News

C

hurch Stretton Area Partnership (CSAP) is pleased
to announce that Cllr Cecilia Motley has agreed to
be our keynote Speaker at the open Annual General
Meeting of the Partnership on Thursday July 7th at 7.00pm
in the Silvester Horne Institute, Church Stretton. Cllr
Motley represents the Corvedale division on the Unitary
Council and holds the Cabinet Portfolio for Rural Affairs,
Carbon Reduction and Sustainability. This is a cross-cutting
rôle which enables her to promote the needs of rural areas
throughout the County. As a result she has a keen interest
in the delivery of the Government’s Localism Agenda.
It is hoped that her talk and possible other important
announcements affecting the town and surrounding area,
will attract a good attendance.
The general public will have the option of leaving
after this first half of the meeting but all members of the
Partnership will be encouraged to stay on for the formal
business of the AGM. This year, some key decisions
will be made about the future role and organisation of
the Partnership, firming up the relationship with the
Strettondale Local Joint Committee, as well as electing a
new Chairman and other committee members from across
the area. Nominations can be submitted to the Secretary in
advance of the meeting or else be proffered at the meeting.
Hilary Claytonsmith, Secretary, CSAP
g4jks@btinternet.com

Methodist Events
in July
Methodist Church Open for Quiet
Prayer or Reflection
Every month, on the second Saturday,
the Methodist Church in Watling Street South is open from
10.00am to 12.00 noon for anyone to come in and be quiet.
There is a sheet available for those who want guidance for
thoughts and prayers or people can just sit with their own
thoughts. You can come and go as you wish. Next door
in the church hall coffee/tea and biscuits are available and
people sit and chat. July 9th is the date this month, so if you
want a time of peace and quiet come along.
Miracle Man Moses
A basket hidden among reeds, a murder in a moment of
anger, a burning bush which doesn’t burn, plagues of locusts,
flies, boils and other “nasties” and the parting of the waves of
the Red Sea are all part of the story of the reluctant Moses.
This first part of his story will be considered during our next
session of E100 at 6pm in the Methodist Church Hall on
Sunday, 10th July. All these stories can be found in Exodus,
the second book in the Bible. The story of Moses will be
continued next month.
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Church Stretton Town Council

Performance and Plans 2008-2013

A

t the Annual Meeting of the
Strettons’ Civic Society in
May, the Mayor of Church
Stretton, Cllr Bob Welch, was asked
to report back on the Town Council’s
performance over the last three years and to share the
Council’s priorities in the coming two years. He outlined the
significant progress that has been made in implementing the
Town Plan 2008-13:
• the waiting list of local families needing affordable
housing had been reduced with new developments,
catching up after 16 years of no such housing being
built
• the promotion of the town, including national
awards for cleanliness, its historical plaques and
station gardens, has led to increasing numbers of
visitors year on year, so there are now no empty shops
• an upgraded website for both residents and visitors
will come online in September
• the play and leisure facilities have been greatly
enhanced with the new Sports and Leisure Centre,
the play areas and skate park in the Park and
Brooksbury Recreation Ground
• the central public toilets have been saved from
closure and cut-backs in bus and rail services have
been successfully resisted
• despite the economic downturn, these improvements
have been made with external funding so as to keep
precept rises to a minimum, aided by continuous
efficiency savings
The challenges for the coming two years include:
• negotiating with Shropshire Council a more rational
distribution of responsibility for local services e.g.
car parks
• pressing for the upgrading of ageing drains and
sewers
• implementing the extension and refurbishment of

the Silvester Horne Institute to become more selffinancing
• promoting integrated planning for housing,
employment, education, health, social care, leisure
and transport in the forward Strategic Plan
• supporting Mayfair in achieving the proposed
Health and Well-Being Centre
• progressing the more effective use of the Mynd
Industrial Estate and its approaches, plus lobbying
for an improved Broadband service
• completing the town centre enhancement
programme, including rationalising signage, to cater
for an ageing population and the increasing numbers
of visitors
• establishing the town as central to the
implementation of the new Sustainable Tourism
Strategy for the Shropshire Hills
• seeking external funding for upgrading the Sports
Pavilion and drainage on Brooksbury Recreation
Ground, as well as the toddler/disabled child play
area there and the Multi-Use Games Area in the Park
• continuing to support community organisations and
events, including the preparations for the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee in June 2012
However, the greatest challenge of all for the Town
Council, with a decreasing budget and rising demand/
expectation of local services, will be to make the hard choices
about which services to fund/discontinue or to charge service
users, rather than precept-payers. To assist the Council
in making those decisions, the Mayor distributed two
questionnaires to those attending on their priorities for local
services and forward planning. The Mayor stressed that town
councillors wished to work very much in partnership with
local residents and would welcome their active engagement
in tackling this challenging agenda.
Cllr Bob Welch
Church Stretton Town Mayor

The Home from Hospital Service
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from Hospital service
at age UK Shropshire
Telford & Wrekin, Stone
House, Corve St, Ludlow,
Shropshire SY8 1DG or
phone 01584 878046.
The Home from Hospital service co-ordinators wish to
ensure that every individual is aware of and can access the
service and the valuable support that is provided.
Volunteering
Would you like to be part of our valued team delivering
support for this service?
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for the
Home from Hospital service or would like more information
please contact us.
Jean and Jackie would welcome the opportunity to give
a talk or power point presentation to any group within the
area.

JUly 2011

Have you received or are you receiving hospital
treatment either as an in-patient or are attending an
outpatients department?
Would you, where possible, prefer to stay in your own
home to prevent an untimely hospital admission?
If you could access some practical support such as
shopping and paying bills, having your prescription picked
up from the GP, medicines collected from the pharmacist,
would this provide you with effective support? If you
were to have social visits for companionship, could any of
these support activities help you in the rebuilding of your
confidence whilst promoting your independence during your
recovery period?
Would you like to access this free service, which will
provide support for a few hours a week, for a period of up to
6 weeks?
Do you live in south Shropshire?
Have you already celebrated your 60th birthday?
If you have answered ‘yes’ to the above questions and
would like more information then please contact Home
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Catholic Voice
Cappadocia

In March, I had a holiday in Turkey in
a large, fairly unknown area – Cappadocia.
My first thoughts were of St. Paul and his
missionary journeys in Asia Minor.
At school I had drawn maps of his three
journeys and now I had the opportunity to cover some of
the same ground. Previously I visited Damascus and had
the privilege, by the ancient city walls, of reading aloud
to a group the story of St. Paul’s escape from his enemies
there. I had also been to Ephesus and stood where Paul had
spoken in the theatre. This time I visited Perga, a large
archaeological site with a magnificent theatre, and stadium –
both well preserved – and the forum, where Paul walked and
taught. Now I could fill in the landscape of his journeys.
Turkey is mountainous and most of the cities of Roman
Anatolia (and indeed of modern Turkey) are on or near
the coast. Paul went through the Tarsus Mountains from
his home city of Tarsus more than once. We too went
through them, from Antalya on the coast, for eight hours
by coach, northwards to Urgup, the centre for seeing
modern Cappadocia. Paul evangelized the south and west of
Anatolia; we ended up, above the snowline occasionally, in a
vast, high, plateau formed between two great extinct volcanic
mountains. Paul didn’t reach here, but the area is connected
to him and his work.

The St Lawrence Spring Fair was a great success. With
some very yummy cakes on sale, lots of plants for the garden
enthusiasts, craft stalls and plenty of entertainment for the
children, everyone had a very enjoyable time. The Friends
of St Lawrence have expressed their gratitude to all the
local businesses who donated prizes for the raffle and to the
school staff and parents who also came and helped on the
day. A fantastic sum of £557 was raised.
Zoe Keeling

National Trust Appeal for
Secondhand Books

Did you know that at the back of the tea room in the
Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley there is a second
hand book shop? We are always looking for contributions
to sell as this venture plays an important part in fund
raising. If you are having a clear out of good saleable
books, please bring them between 11 – 5pm and leave
them with a member of staff. Thank you

StRETTON FOCUS
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G

ood news for our under-11
girls’ football team who won
all three games in the semi
final of the SSFCA County Cup at
Shrewsbury School. All the girls played with great spirit and
determination and will now go on to play in the final at the
Greenhous Stadium. A huge well done to them.
There certainly have been plenty of activities going on
this term! The Year 4 children had a fantastic Activity Day at
Church Stretton School which was designed to support the
Design Technology curriculum. During the day they built
their own rocket launchers and lots of other exciting vehicles.
Class 5 went to Ludlow Museum for a Skeleton Workshop
where they looked at different types of bones in the human
body and saw the remains of a mammoth that had died in
the Ice Age. Class 2 also had a visit to Burway Books to listen
to some stories and to learn how a book shop is organised.
The children have shown a great deal of enthusiasm for
our new play facilities which have been installed in the Key
Stage 2 playground. We have an exciting new wooden shelter
which we can utilise as an outside classroom as it features
solar panels to provide an eco-friendly power supply. The
school has won a competition to own an allotment, so once
this is installed, the children will be super-busy growing even
more vegetables as well as looking after our chickens!

JUly 2011

After the division of the Roman Empire into East and
West, this area was under the rule of Byzantium (modern
Istanbul), and as a result of pressure from the Islamic east,
Christians began to move from the cities to villages inland.
Here in Cappadocia they discovered an area of weathered
lava, soft enough to carve into caves, houses and even
churches. The lava is being continually eroded by rain and
snow. The entrances to these dwellings and churches can
be many metres above ground so that you have to climb a
ladder to get in.
The churches are small without much daylight, and
are wonderfully decorated; walls and ceilings have iconic
paintings of the Gospel story; Byzantine figures, elongated,
colourful, and static. These are the churches where
Christians, descendants of those evangelized by Paul, found
refuge and fulfilment. Now there is an opportunity to visit
this area as new roads lead from the coast.
Mary Smith
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38 Church Stretton – an Historical Turning Point?
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A fruitful period
The period at the end of the first decade of the 21st century
may turn out to be a landmark in the recording of local history. This
thought occurred during a recent book launch of Church Stretton
through the Ages by Tony Crowe and Barrie Raynor. The occasion
was memorable for several reasons. It was probably the highlight
of a year during which significant local history innovations were
introduced. All originated independently but now form a vivid
and connected tapestry depicting the history of a market town in a
stunning environment in the heart of the Marches.
The book
Church Stretton through the Ages has been acclaimed as a
worthy addition of record for both local people and visitors to
the town. The launch location, the Silvester Horne Institute, is a
historic venue named after a local citizen whose contribution to
the community is featured in the book. Mayor of Church Stretton,
Councillor Bob Welch, welcomed all guests and recognised the
huge and powerful contribution that Tony and Barrie, working in
partnership, have made. The colourful and carefully constructed
story and illustrations of Church Stretton is a pleasure to read
and digest. Within three months, over 500 copies had been sold.
It is likely to be regarded as the main reference to local history by
students and scholars for years ahead.

Where could it lead?
Last month’s Stretton Focus article also mentions the Timeline
on the side of Antiques Centre, the Historic Plaques and also
Children’s History Quiz. Even more exciting are prospects of further
innovations and also the possibility of a heritage centre for Church
Stretton in the longer term. Two suggestions were made to gauge
the level of local interest. Firstly, by writing to Stretton Focus or,
secondly, by attending an exploratory meeting on Wednesday 22nd
June. Both suggestions are traditional ideas for a start to be made.
Learning
Establishing a compelling need for a heritage centre with
clear and audacious goals, underpinned by local values, would
lay a foundation stone. Resources could be accumulated and a
plan developed if a capable project leader and team were able to
communicate widely on the advantages for people to become
involved. Church Stretton has already had recognition for being
the best in the Environment and Culture section of the Market
Town Awards for the West of England, which is a solid base
to work from. Exhibiting local history and providing access to
resources is desirable for us now and for future generations and
is in fact a social responsibility which could provide a substantial
legacy for this beautiful and historic town.
Barrie Oxtoby, U3A Local History Group

Levels of interest
An article in last month’s edition of Stretton Focus invited
all local history enthusiasts to become part of a new movement.
Building on themes and subjects included in the article is one
way of responding and also learning more about local history. It’s
quite remarkable that two separate and new local history groups,
Church Stretton U3A Local History Group and Church Stretton
Area Local History Group were formed in 2010 and within a few
weeks of each other. Neither group knew of each other’s existence
at the time. Both are having a successful first year including one
joint meeting to explore aspects of local history together. Further
collaboration is being considered.

Recipe of the Month
Meat Balls with Tomato and Parmesan Sauce
This is a recipe to sing about; so simple and different. The sauce can be bought ready made in a jar from your local supermarket and is
very versatile; it can be used with any meat and is very good with chicken pieces. Good for experimenting with.
Ingredients:
a jar of tomato and parmesan pasta-bake sauce		
500gm raw lamb mince
250gm packet fusillini				
salt and ground black pepper
Method:
Add pepper and salt to the minced lamb and roll it into small meat balls as many as needed, about 1½
inches across. Brown the meat balls in a heated frying pan with a little olive oil. Place them in a casserole
dish and pour the sauce over them. Cover with foil and cook in a pre-heated oven at 325F (160C) (Gas Mark 3) for about an hour.
Cook the fusillini in salted boiling water for about eight minutes. I serve this dish with a few frozen sweet garden peas. Any lamb left
over can be used to make lamb rissoles, which can be frozen. But that’s another story!
		
‘Her Ladyship’
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Music at MLISADA

O

ne of the advantages of a son working for the British
Council is the variety of destinations for my annual
holiday. This year it was Uganda, and I went at Easter.
Before I left I was asked if I could look out for second-hand
brass instruments as well as buying valve and rotor oil, urgently
needed for a music school in Kampala. A wonderful shop in
Shrewsbury donated not only the oil but five recorders, several
reeds and spare trumpet mouthpieces and generous friends
produced a (new) trumpet and a flute. With all packed in a
battered, large wheeled suitcase, I was ready to go.
After a week by the sea in Kenya, we arrived in Kampala
to civic unrest, provoked by heavy-handed policing following
peaceful demonstrations. Innocent bystanders were killed
and injured and there were hundreds of arrests. Mercifully,
the universally condemned violence was short-lived.
On Saturday I was taken to Music, Life Skills and
Deprivation Alleviation (MLISADA) a run-down building
housing 80 children, all found living on the streets of
Kampala. This haven was founded by a remarkable man
called Segawa Bosco, himself a street child left an orphan at
the age of twelve with three young sisters to care for. One
day he overheard a teacher playing music he’d never heard
before and kept going back to listen. Eventually the teacher
taught him to play the trumpet. He formed a band in his
teens and played at functions to earn some money. Some
years later the present building was donated and, although it
is run down and too small, it is a haven for 80 children who
are sometimes joined by 30 or 40 others who come for the
day. They are all taught personal hygiene and life skills, and
go to school. After school they learn to play an instrument,
dancing, or acrobatics.
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particularly delighted with the flute because he had had an
instrument on loan and had had to return it the previous week.
Then it was time to go after much hugging and many
high fives, and as we bumped down the pot-holed lane I
reflected on the miracle of music and how it has transformed
the lives of these destitute children. Every one of them has a
tragic history. They are the innocent victims of war and Aids
and often the full horrors of their childhood are often not
revealed until long after the have been rescued. To be shown
how these children have been rescued, brought into a family,
taught survival skills and given hope for the future was a
truly inspiring experience.
I shall never forget Uganda.
Ann Moffatt.

50:50 Walk for Amnesty
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Church Stretton is now
a Fairtrade Town!

We have just received from Harriet Lamb, the Executive
Director of the Fairtrade Foundation, a certificate stating:
‘Presented to the people of Church Stretton. This
Certificate declares that you are now a Fairtrade Town.’
This makes us the fifth Fairtrade Town in Shropshire and
is the happy result of a comprehensive application on our
part – more details in a future issue of ‘Stretton Focus’.
Don Clow

StRETTON FOCUS

Within the compound there is a stage used for concerts.
About fifteen musicians played three pieces, without music,
starting on a quiet command from Bosco and all finishing
on the same note when he waved his hand. Apparently many
of the children cannot read music but are taught to count,
and it works! The acrobats, nine seven to ten year olds, then
leapt about the stage forming human pyramids with great
skill and obvious enjoyment.
Afterwards I handed over the instruments: the trumpet
was passed to Henry aged 10 (only two years at the haven but
already grade 3) who played The British Grenadiers without
music. The flute was passed to Tony (aged 14, two years
resident and a grade 4) who also played us a tune. He was
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Six members of Church Stretton Amnesty Group
have just celebrated the 50th Anniversary of Amnesty
International by walking 50 miles through the Shropshire
countryside. They were joined by others for individual days.
Starting and finishing in Church Stretton, the walk took
them over four days, through Much Wenlock, Ironbridge
and Shrewsbury. They were welcomed home at Brook House
on Monday 23rd May with a trumpet salute. Local Amnesty
members, including Much Wenlock and Shrewsbury, helped
with accommodation, and with ferrying luggage. At present,
the walk has resulted in more than £1,500 being donated
or pledged towards the work of Amnesty International. The
photograph shows the walkers at the finish at Brook House.
David Howard
Culmore, Clive Avenue, Church Stretton, SY6 7BL, Tel.:
01694 72290, Email: davidandtrish@hotmail.co.uk
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Civic Society Award for Longmynd Scouts

T

he Church Stretton Longmynd Scout Group
Council over the last three years and
is the first recipient of a new award from the
outlined plans for the coming period.
Strettons Civic Society. The Society wanted
He emphasised that the role of the
to recognise, in some tangible way, contributions
Town Council is to serve the community and stressed the
made by individuals, groups or businesses, which
Council’s wish to engage more with residents so that key
significantly enhance the town of Church Stretton.
decisions can be made with the agreement of as many people
Committee member Tony Thomas, who conceived the as possible. He also paid tribute to the many residents and
idea, presented a framed certificate to Scout organiser, organisations that work for the benefit of the community.
Brian Faulkner, at the Civic Society’s AGM and public
John Sumner, Chairman, Strettons Civic Society
meeting held in the SHI on the 24th May. The award
sumner_john1@sky.com
was made for the new hand-crafted wrought
iron gates at the entrance to their Scout Hut
in Church Street. The gates, made by Jack
Taylor, had been commissioned to celebrate
the Scouts’ centenary in 2010.
We think it very appropriate to publicly
recognise those who add to the attractiveness
of the town such as the Scout Group for
their new gates, a splendid example of skilled
craftsmanship. The gates have become an
attractive feature on Church Street which
will please residents and visitors alike for
years to come. This new award will not be
presented on a regular basis, but only when the
Society wishes to applaud some outstanding
improvement.
Guest speaker at the Society’s AGM,
which was open to the public, was Church
Stretton Mayor, Bob Welch. In an illustrated Presentation of a civic award to 2nd Longmynd Scouts. Tony Thomas,
talk, Mr Welch reviewed the work and
Civic Society, Brian Faulkner, Group Scout Leader and the designer and
achievements of Church Stretton Town
maker of the gates, Jack Taylor. Photo: John Corfield -

Methodist Voice
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T

he recently refurbished theatre and Convention Centre in Southport is a splendid home for the 2011
Methodist Conference being held there during the first week of July.
In the Year of the Bible the Waterfront suite will welcome Nick Spencer to deliver the Beckly Lecture, in
which he will examine the influence of the Bible on our national political life, and what it means and does not mean
for the future. Nick is the research director of a public theology think tank called Theos. His title is “History, Politics
and the English Bible”.
On each day of the Conference there will an exhibition arranged by the joint public issues team of the Baptist,
Methodist and United Reformed Churches, under the title “The English Bible from Wycliffe to Elvis”. The history
of the Bible will be brought to life with audio visuals of first edition King James Bibles once owned by famous people
including Florence Nightingale, along with lectures and films.
A personal highlight of Bible Year for me is a Geneva Bible, exhibited during a Service by one of our Church
Stretton local preachers and used for a reading. This version came after the Great Bible and before the Bishops’ Bible,
and all of them were before the now 400 year old King James version celebrated this year. The popular Geneva Bible
was printed in English Black lettering, archaic today. Its very wide margins contained many study notes, some of
which were tendentious. I happily celebrate 400 years of the King James Version, but am fully persuaded of the need
for new translations for new generations.
An important act of Conference is the ordination of new ministers and deacons. The 2011 Services are on
Sunday July 3rd at Leyland Road Methodist Church, Southport; at Linacre Methodist Mission, Liverpool; at
Liverpool Cathedral and at Chester Cathedral. Each person ordained will receive a signed copy of the Bible. In 1957
mine was signed by the then President, Dr Harold Roberts. It was a Revised Version. I never used it, because its
successor, the Revised Standard Version, was already published and being widely used. It was a waste of our peoples’
money to give young ministers a version that was already dated.
An infrequent but significant Conference event this year will be the introduction of a new hymn book, due to
be published in September. It has been seven years in the making. Dr Neil Richardson of Ludlow has worked on its
biblical index. The title is “Singing the Faith”. If you are able to put those words into Google you will find a brief
story of how it was compiled and authorised. I have ordered my copy and will use it every day. It will come with
“Singing the Faith Plus”, a free electronic facility to help preachers and others to use the main book. Future new
Ward Davies
hymns and worship material can be added as desired. 						
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Summer Serenade
A Delightful evening of Song and Harp

PAINTER/DECORATOR
01694 723237
Mob: 07772 705856
20 YEARS' EXPERIENCE

Wednesday 20th July, 7.30pm
St Laurence Church, Church Stretton
Featuring young local talent studying at the Royal College
of Music and the Guildhall School of Music and Drama
Emma Spandryzk - Harp
Bethan Langford - Mezzo Soprano
Jennie Witton - Soprano
Tickets £8 (to include a glass of wine) available from Burway
Books, John Thomas Florists and St Lawrence Primary School

FED UP WITH THE OLD DECOR? STOP!!!!

S M PLASTERING

Look no further. No job too big or small
Ring Bournes now for a quote
and general guidance
on 01743 467216 or 07786 393538

All Aspects Undertaken
to a high standard
Internal and External
Tel: 01743 271235 Mob: 07870 727731

My Shining Star

THE KITCHEN FACELIFT COMPANY

Energy Performance Certificates
EPCs £45 No Hidden Extras
Contact Rita Riley-Walsh
01694 245002 or 07811 282629 www.my-shining-star.co.uk

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC USE
SUITABLE FOR VEHICLES,
BUILDING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE,
GARDEN EQUIPMENT, WORKSHOP, ETC.
GOOD, DRY CONTAINERS
20 AND 40 FEET LENGTHS AVAILABLE
IN A SECURE YARD WITH 24 HOUR ACCESS
HGV PARKING ALSO AVAILABLE
TEL: 01694 724880 MOB: 07979 817554
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Transform your kitchen with
new doors and worktops
Call Martin for a FREE quotation on 722414
Holiday Home to rent in the Vendee, Pays de la Loire, France
La Perle Maison, is situated in the village Loge Fougereuse in the southern Vendee
5km from the town of La Chataignerie. Originally it was the house of the village
school master and attached to the Marie. It now provides attractive accommodation,
with views over the countryside for 7 people.
The house is fully furnished and there are 4 bedrooms, 2 shower rooms, 4 w/cs,
kitchen, dining room, and delightful salon - formerly the mayor's office.
The property is within easy driving distance of the Atlantic coast beaches, whilst the
historic port of La Rochelle is 75km. France's famous historical theme park
Le Puy de Fou is 38km or perhaps you would like to visit Futurescope.
A few kilometres away are the Forest of Mervent for walking and swimming in the
River Vendee, and the historic village of Vouvant home of the Tower of the mysterious
Melusine!
Open all the year and currently available from mid August at £650 per week.
For more information please telephone 01694 720132.
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French / Welsh / English lessons

For exams or pleasure All ages and abilities welcome
Qualified language teacher with five years experience
CELTA qualified to teach English as a foreign language
Willing to travel to client's homes if necessary
Tel: Miss A Leach, 07896 779378
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ALL WORK CONSIDERED
FRIENDLY and RELIABLE
£8.50 per hour
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
PLEASE CALL 07534 423853

StRETTON FOCUS

GARDENER / CLEANER / HANDYMAN
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