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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meeting

1 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Churches Together
Prayers for Peace
Drop in anytime between
10.00am– 4.00pm St Laurence’s Church

3 Sunday

National Trust
Fungal Foray on the slopes of Carding Mill
Valley and in Rectory Wood,
Adults £5, Children £2. Booking not needed
11.00am-1.00pm Meet at the Chalet Pavilion

See Page 18

Malcolm Saville’s Shropshire
Talks, a film, displays, bookstall.
£2 includes tea/coffee
4.00pm SHI

4 Monday

Flicks in the Sticks
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Cert 18)
7.30pm CS School £4

See Page 8

5 Tuesday

Engaging Issues
Talk and Discussion: 'For the Bible tells me so'.
Speaker: Dave Allen £3
7.20 for7.30pm URC

See Page 29

6 Wednesday

CS School Open Day
5.00pm-8.00pm
All welcome

Strettondale LJC
7.00pm – HB VH

See Page 24
Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No 1
7.30pm URC Hall

Photo: Yvonne Beaumont
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On in the Strettons in October

3

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

Flicks in the Sticks
‘The Hide’
7.30pm HB VH £4 (£2 children)

See Page 8

Dorrington Players Play Reading
7.30pm AS VH Committee Room
‘Never to late for love’
Admission free. Refreshments.

See Page 32

7 Thursday

CS School Open Day
9.30-11am
All welcome

8 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

CS School Open Day
9.30-11am All welcome

Volunteer Drop-in Sessions
For volunteers and voluntary groups.
10.00-12.00am CS Library

Church Stretton Senior Citizens Club
Meal for Club Members
12.15 for 12.30pm URC Hall

9 Saturday

‘Local Creative Enterprises’ Exhibition
SHI 11.00am to 4.30pm.

Rotary Club of Church Stretton
Cleobury Mortimer Concert Brass Band.
Tickets £5 7.30 CS School

See Page 29

Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care
Speaker: Robin Jukes-Hughes, on creating
his book ‘Portrait of the Shropshire Hills’
2.30pm Mayfair

Shropshire Literary Society

12 Tuesday

Royal British Legion CS Branch
Branch AGM All are welcome
10.30am.SHI.

See Page 17

Methodist Wives and Friends
Mary Smith talks about Antiques
Bring objects for discussion
8.00pm Methodist Hall

13 Wednesday

RSPB Craven Arms Branch
‘A Centenary at Venus Pool’ Illustrated talk by
Jim Almond
7.30pm at Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre

See Page 41

Circles of Support
7.00pm Mayfair
All welcome

See Page 24

14 Thursday
Fashion Show

Ladies’ and Men’s clothes from Edinburgh
Woollen Mill. £6 Proceeds to Methodist
Church
7.30pm CS Methodist Church

See Page 35

15 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
‘Agora’ Starring Rachel Weisz £4 tickets on
the door and interval refreshments. 723378
730pm AS VH

See Page 8

16 Saturday

Mothers’ Union Coffee Morning
and cake stall.
10.00-11.30am Parish Centre
All welcome

RSPB Craven Arms Branch
Wildlife walk at Hergest Ridge
10.00am Meet in small car park at end of
Ridgebourne Road

See Page 41
National Trust

10:00am–1:30pm ‘Rocks make the
Landscape, the Geology of the Long Mynd’
Walk led by Keith Hotchkiss and Peter Toghill.
£9, inc coach back to CMV Booking essential
722631

See Page 18
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Little Stretton Harvest Supper
Tickets £6.00 from Village Shop, or 723627.
7.30pm LS VH

See Page 11
RNLI

The Little Big Band Concert
Tickets £7.50, inc refreshments and draw
from Richard & Jill Turner Jones 724371
7.30pm CS School

See Page 41

Ticklerton Folk Dance
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton Village Hall

17 Sunday

Church Stretton Apple Fair
11.00am-4.00pm SHI £2

See Page 5

All Stretton History Group
Open invitation to Afternoon Tea AGM.
Speaker Alan Brisbourne
3.00pm AS VH

See Page 37

19 Tuesday

Countrywomen’s Guild
Haro Horsfield ‘Life in a Papua New Guinea
Village’
Visitors welcome £2
2.15pm Parish Centre

All Stretton Women’s Institute
Chocolate Gourmet – Janette Rowlett
7.30pm AS Village Hall

Engaging Issues
Living with Myths Speaker: Donald Horsfield
7.30pm URC

See Page 29

20 Wednesday

Long Mynd Camera Club
‘A Printer’s Progress’ by Peter Rees
All welcome
7.30pm URC Hall

21 Thursday

CS & District Rail Users' Assoc
7.30pm Methodist Church

22 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

continued on next page
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Talk on Milton by Julian Smith
7.30pm CS Library (rear entrance)
Visitors welcome
£2 includes refreshments

“Ora! Commodo Dragons of Indonesia” by
John Tucker
7.15pm SHI

October 2010

11 Monday

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
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What's on, continued
Soup and Apple Pie Lunch
In aid of Save the Children
12-1.30pm Parish Centre
£5 including tea/coffee

See Page 27

Ch. Str. Senior Citizens Club
Photography by John Corfield
2.30pm URC Hall

The Strettons Civic Society
Speaker: Phillip Dunne MP
‘The Future for Rural Towns, Villages
and Communities’
7.00pm SHI

‘Fordante’ concert
8.00pm AS Village Hall
£8 (Under 16s £4)

See Page 11

24 Sunday

United Nations Day Service
Speaker: Bishop Alistair McGowan.
Organised by United Nations
Association Branch.
3.30 pm St Laurence's Church

25 Monday

Shropshire Ornithological Soc.
Tanzanian Wildlife by Sue Brealey
Visitors welcome £2, inc
refreshments
7.30pm Methodist Church

26 Tuesday

CS and District Flower Club
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Workshop with Mrs J Cooke
Making a posy holder using bear
grass.
7.30pm AS Village Hall

CS and District Gardening Club
Talk by David Bates on 'Dahlias'
7.30pm SHI

29 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

30 Saturday

Church Stretton Book Fair
Free Admission. Proceeds to Cafe for
Hospice
10.00am-4.00pm SHI

Annual Charity Christmas
Card Sale
Many charities have stalls.
10.00 am - 12.00 URC Hall

See Page 4
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'Call My Bluff'
A wine evening with hot supper
Proceeds to Mayfair Community Trust
6.30 for 7pm. Tickets £12.50
available from Mayfair

Church Stretton Scouts
Live Music Event with local Band, Vladka.
Proceeds towards Scouts Jamboree in
Sweden.
7.30 till late! SHI

November

1 Monday

2 Tuesday

Engaging Issues
Living with Myths - A Response
Mike Bourke
7.20 for 7.30 p.m. URC

See Page 29

3 Wednesday

Stretton Climate Care
Dr Chris Endacott
7.30pm St Laurence’s Church

See Page 31

Flicks in the Sticks

‘The Hurt Locker’
7.30pm CS School £4

Book of the Month
‘Over the Farmer’s Gate,’ by Roger Evans

A

delightful book, full of amusing seasonal
anecdotes to bring a smile to your face
on a cold Autumn evening. As well as
running a dairy and poultry farm in South
Shropshire, Roger Evans is the award-winning
author of a column in ‘The Dairy Farmer’
magazine and ‘Western Daily Press’, and he has
built up quite a cult following over the years
with his witty and articulate observations.
In this book he takes an amusing look
at the joys and frustrations of farming
throughout the year, though it’s certainly not
necessary to be a farmer to enjoy reading his
tales. It’s a book that you can dip in and out
of, particularly if you are feeling in need of a
little light relief. From the trials and tribulations of animal
husbandry, to the challenges of running a rural B&B establishment and
sitting on the Board of Dairy UK, Roger recounts his first-hand experiences
throughout this book.

All Stretton Concert

T

he award winning five piece ensemble Fordante (cello, viola, violin, oboe,
piano), supported by the UK Arts Council and Shropshire Council, will
be giving a concert in All Stretton Village Hall on Saturday 23rd October
at 8pm.
The ensemble’s repertoire includes well known film music such as ‘Dr
Zhivago’, ‘The Godfather’, ‘Out of Africa’ and ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’
alongside Fordante’s own passionate, film inspired music. As one audience
member commented “an absolutely wonderful evening” which is created to be
inclusive and suitable for all audiences including those new to classical music.
Tickets are £8 (£4 for under 16s) on the door.

Charity Christmas Card Sale

T

he annual Church Stretton charity Christmas card sale
will take place between 10.00am and 12.00 in the URC
Hall on Saturday 30th October. Many charities will have stalls. Please
come prepared to buy all your Christmas charity cards.

21/09/2010 11:06
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Church Stretton’s 10th Apple Fair
Sunday 17th October 2010,

T

SHI, 11.00am to 4.00pm

Over 140 apple varieties in 2008
identified try to collect three good quality apples, and be sure
to bring a twig with a leaf on it. Because the demand is so
high we need to restrict people to two varieties each.
Looking back twenty years to those first discussions
we thought of returning to the subject of biodiversity this
year. Some real gains have been made but the battle to
ensure that we maintain and rebuild a natural variety in our
environment goes on. We plan a small exhibition looking at
the worldwide implications of the loss of species of all kinds,
and we will celebrate local ventures to create sustainable
diversity such as ‘Grow, Cook and Share’.
John Lloyd
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Newton Wonder and Nonpareil, thanks to Robert Hart who
had a forest garden in Rushbury.
Realising the work it takes to put on a good display (in
2008 we showed over 140 varieties, ,we decided that Church
Stretton’s Apple Fair should be a biennial event. Since then
the formula has remained largely unchanged because it has
been so successful. In 2004, we reached the national press. A
variety long believed to have disappeared was brought in by a
local couple and identified as Gypsy King. One tree survived
and it is good to know that grafts from that tree are now
producing fruit - a small piece of biodiversity re-established.
A good central display, giving the background
information about the apples we have collected and the
opportunity to touch and smell, is at the heart of the day. We
offer a chance for visitors to have their own ‘mystery’ apples
identified, and there is advice on selecting and planting apple
trees. There are stalls with an apple theme (juice, cider, wood,
preserves etc), a cider bar, and excellent wholefood catering
making the best use of apples. There is our long-established
‘longest apple-peel’ contest, quizzes and competitions. Bring
your own surplus apples along and there is the opportunity to
have them juiced (though please make sure they are washed
and in good condition). If you are bringing apples to be

October 2010

wenty years
ago, a few
of us were
gathered in the
Acorn Restaurant
to discuss the
environment,
mainly how
to encourage
recycling. Looking
for a way to
promote our
ideas, someone
mentioned an
Apple Fair in
London’s Covent
Garden they
Apple Fair organiser John Lloyd inspects had read about.
Somehow this
a rarity
caught our
imagination and we started to discuss biodiversity and what
this meant for the environment.
By focussing on apples, the Covent Garden Fair had
alerted the public to the loss of so many old apple varieties.
By the early nineties the supremacy of the supermarkets was
well established. They had become dominant in the sale of
fruit and vegetables. As a consequence they were directing
choice; what they wanted was continuity of supplies,
uniformity, ability to withstand automated handling,
and long shelf life (what they called ‘quality’). Hence the
ubiquitious Golden Delicious imported from France was all
the rage. Variety in texture, colour, smell and, above all, taste
had no part in their plans.
Centralised distribution was hard on English growers.
Whilst English apples are the best in the world (the climate
is right), orchards were mostly small and could only supply
local markets. Very few varieties could meet the demands
of the supermarkets and local suppliers were disadvantaged
because they could not supply high volumes. It was clear
that if this trend went on many wonderful old varieties,
often soft skinned and full of flavour, would be frozen out of
the market, leaving uneconomic orchards which would be
redeveloped and disappear.
Common Ground (http://www.commonground.org.uk)
was formed out of the Covent Garden venture which
invented ‘Apple Day’ as an attempt to counter this potential
loss of heritage. The idea was to bring to a wider public an
appreciation of the English apple with a chance to sample
some of the old varieties and to get to know about their
local roots. Without this campaign the public would not
know what they were missing because they were unlikely to
find these apples in the supermarkets since the small local
greengrocer/fruiterer had largely been forced out of business.
So with this example to emulate, and the knowledge that
Shropshire has a rich history of orchards, we set out to run
our first Apple Fair in 1992. We searched local gardens and
orchards to see what we could find. In one way or another
we managed to bring together a collection of fifty apple
varieties, which surprised even us, although many were
varieties we could not name. Fortunately we were soon to
identify some wonderful historical names, Court Pendu Plat,

Admission £2

21/09/2010 11:06
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Mayfair News
Tour of Mont Blanc

O

I

f you or someone you know suffers from stress, and the
associated tension and negative thoughts and feelings - don’t
worry- there is a growing scientific evidence base that a fresh
approach called ‘Mindfulness’ could help to give you back your life.
Following a successful initiative in the spring, Fiona
Robertson is to offer a second Mindfulness course in ‘Living Well
With Stress’ beginning on October 12th and running for eight
consecutive Tuesday evenings at the Mayfair Community Centre
in Church Stretton.
For further information about this or future courses or to
book a place please telephone Fiona on 01588 638416 or 07814
404325, or pick up a leaflet from Mayfair.

October 2010 mag.indd 6
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Photo Quiz - Where is it?
Last Month’s Photo
Window
Display,
Spice Corner
Answer in next month’s Focus

Photos: Nigel Strachan
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New Autumn Course for Stress Management

Crafty Afternoon: Fri October 22nd, 1.00pm - 3.00pm.
All are welcome at this relaxed and informal
afternoon where you can enjoy some company, coffee
and cake as well as having a go at a craft. Crèche for
children will be provided free of charge, but please book
in advance.
Demonstrations on decorating cookies and making
Christmas crafts will take place on Friday November 5th
1.30pm- 3.30pm – all welcome. If you fancy having a go
yourself why not come to a workshop on Monday 29th
November from 2.00pm - 4.00pm. Booking is essential.
Try something new for parents
Mayfair is in the process of arranging a series of taster
sessions for parents and carers of young children, where
a free crèche facility will be provided. Two topics have
been identified as of interest: cooking and crafts. To
find out more or make suggestions for sessions you are
interested in please contact Julie or Sarah at Mayfair
Creche 01694 722077. This has been funded by the
Marches Housing Charitable Trust.
Dates for Diary
Saturday October 30th 7.00pm start at Mayfair Centre:
Call my Bluff Wine Evening with hot supper;
Saturday November 6th: Book Sale by Phyllis and Tony
Crowe at Silvester Horne Institute 10.00am – 2.00pm

October 2010

n Thursday September 2nd Charles
Simmonds called to say he had
completed the Tour of Mont Blanc, a
world classic walk. Over the ten days Charles
covered 120 miles and 12 major passes: ups
and downs of 33,000 feet. The outstanding
mountain scenery was made more interesting
and exciting by the changing weather and
the sounds of rock falling. Find out more on
Wednesday 10th November, 7.30pm at Mayfair,
when Charles will be giving a slide show and
telling the full story. Tickets from Mayfair
Reception. Charles secured a huge amount of
sponsorship for the challenge so a big thank you
to him and all his supporters. We anticipate it
will raise over £2,500 for Mayfair.
Thank You
Mayfair would like to express sincere thanks to Tony and
Phyllis Crowe for the Book Sale held in September which raised
£1,715. Thank you so much for all your hard work and support.
We would also like to thank the helpers on the day and all those
who assisted with the moving of books to and fro.
Interested in being a CoCo volunteer?
Would you like to help people in their own homes anything from chatting, shopping, helping with forms? An
hour a week could make all the difference to someone’s life.
If you’d like to find out more please phone Dick Buchanan
at Mayfair on 01694 722024. All volunteers have training,
support and out of pocket expenses are reimbursed. An
induction training session will take place on October 11th and
18th so get in touch now - we’d love to hear from you.
New Course: Reading Between the Stitches
Although originally used as an economical way of utilising
remnants of fabric for warmth and comfort, quilts also
represent an artistic connection between culture and history.
The secrets and stories unfold within them, as we see that
they reflect the lives of the people who made them, creating a
visual interpretation and recording of the cultural history of a
particular time and place: joys and sorrows, hardship and success
are translated into quilts as a means of remembering loved
ones and expressing personal, political and spiritual views. This
course is designed to introduce you to a diversity of global textile
expression, giving you a fascinating insight into the history of
different cultures, their unique design forms and to teach you
some basic techniques used to implement them. Each Tuesday
from November 2nd - December 12th, 9.30am- 12.30pm at
Mayfair Community Centre. £48 for the course. Please book at
Mayfair reception or email stephaniejacobs@btinternet.com

21/09/2010 11:06
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Parents’ Corner

I

t’s hard to believe that our children have been back to school for over a month
and October is upon us! Autumn is a tremendous season to discover some
woodland-based activities. Regular strolls allow youngsters to see the changing
colours for themselves. Perhaps ask your child to choose a favourite tree (maybe
one close to your home or en route to school) then watch the leaves change
colour over the coming weeks. They may even want to collect and press some
leaves or autumn flowers and put them in a scrapbook. Another fun activity with
scrapbooks is to collect memories from family days out - tickets from museums
and cinema visits, photos of day trips, invitations to birthday parties, postcards
and drawings. It is tremendous fun for children to glue these into a scrapbook –
and wonderful for them to look back on in future years!
October dates for your diary
3rd, 10th & 17th October – Snailbeach Mines are open – for those of you who
haven’t managed to visit yet I can’t recommend it enough. You can go inside
the Locomotive Shed, Blacksmith’s Shop and Visitor Centre, walk around the
site with a self-led trail leaflet and go underground into Day Level with an
experienced guide. It is open 11am -4pm approximately. Site visit is free, but the
underground visit is £2 adult, £1 child. Really worth a trip!
23rd-31st October - there will be spooky happenings every day for Halloween!
Are you ready for a spine chilling experience?
Then take a trip to Park Hall near Oswestry
– call for more details or see their website 01691 671123 or www.parkhallfarm.co.uk .
31st October – there will be some Halloween events at Whittington Castle (which is
also close to Oswestry) –call 01691 662397.
Quick & easy Halloween craft ideas - for busy parents!!
• Make ghost finger pictures using black paper and white paint. Dip fingers into plates
or trays of white paint to make a spooky picture of ghostly shapes and blobs.
• Download or draw a pumpkin template, cut a few out and simply colour them
in (with orange paint or crayons) and draw or decorate with cut out eyes and scary
mouths. Hang them on the walls for instant Halloween decorations.
• Make jumbled up monsters - in advance cut out or draw lots of different body parts,
eg. a Frankenstein head with a bolt through the neck, or a witch with a crooked nose
and pointed hat, a scary Yeti or Dracula body, some hairy monster legs or witch’s legs
on a broomstick. Then get the children to make up their own scary creations using
different body parts and sticking them to paper or card.
• No Halloween scene would be complete without some bats flying around the room!
First create a suitable sized bat template for your child to trace onto black paper and
cut. Fold down the centre so it looks like it’s flying. Then make a hole through one of
the wings so the bats can be hung from the ceiling.
Emma Alston and Zoe Keeling

StRETTON FOCUS October 2010

Flicks in the Sticks
All Stretton. Friday 15th October ‘Agora’ All Stretton Village Hall 7.30pm Tickets £4
Rachel Weisz gives an outstanding performance as the mathematician and philosopher Hypatia in a
sword’n’sandals movie with a brain. Alejandro Amenábar has made an ambitious, cerebral and complex
movie set in fourth-century Alexandria, the era in which the famous library was destroyed.
Church Stretton Monday 4th October ‘The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Cert 18) Church Stretton School, 7.30pm.
Tickets £4 on the door
The film, which includes a few relatively brief scenes containing strong language and violence, is fundamentally a detective
mystery. Forty years ago, Harriet disappeared from a family gathering on the island owned and inhabited by her powerful
family. Her body was never found. Her uncle is convinced it was murder and that the killer is a member of his own tightly
knit but dysfunctional family. He employs a disgraced financial journalist and a tattooed, ruthless computer hacker to
investigate. When the pair link Harriet’s disappearance to a number of grotesque murders from almost forty years ago, they
begin to unravel a dark and appalling family history. But the family are a secretive clan and are about to show just how far
they are prepared to go to protect themselves.
Hope Bowdler Wednesday, 13th October. ‘The Hide’ Village Hall. 7.30pm Interval Refreshments. Tickets £4
(£2 for under-16’s)
Starring Alex McQueen, the film is set on the windswept Suffolk marshes where a mildly obsessive birdwatcher sits in the
hide with only the portrait of his ex-wife for company. Suddenly the storm blows the door open and a dishevelled stranger
stands in the entrance.
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters
• Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs
• Department for Energy & Climate Change
• Spotlight on the Shropshire Economy
• Shropshire Council (SC): Working with communities on
planning and regeneration for places in Shropshire:
(i) The Shropshire Regeneration Prospectus
(ii) The Tool Kit approach
(iii) Update on Site allocations & Management Development
(SAMDev)
(iv) Market Towns Revitalisation Programme
• SC Working together identifying efficiencies and cost
savings
• SC Parking Strategy
• Government: Consultation document :Local Referenda to
veto excessive Council Tax increases
• SC: Possible changes to the geographies of Local Joint
Committees
• SC: Local Transport Plan 3 Consultation
• SC: Consultation for Surface Water Management: Interim
Guidance for Developers
The Town Council always tries to ensure it considers all
consultation documents received and make representations
on each, which inevitably increases the workload not only on
office staff but also on our Town Councillors. And they say
August is a quiet month!
CCTV
Following quite lengthy consultations with the Police and
Shropshire Council, CCTV is to be installed in the Town
Park in a bid to help identify any anti-social behaviour.
Affordable Housing
Ashbrook development – Phase 1 (Windsor Place
replacement plus associated bungalows) is nearing
completion. Unfortunately there is no news yet of the
funding for Phase 2.
Shropshire Council has produced an informative booklet on
affordable housing in the County which can be viewed on
line at www.churchstretton.co.uk
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60
High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk ) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor

Harvest Supper
Little Stretton Village Hall

The Rotary Club’s two day
collection in August for the victims of the Pakistan floods
was a great success. Over £900 was collected which, when
added to the Club’s own donation, meant that sufficient
money was raised to buy two Shelterboxes (emergency
accommodation for ten people) and an Aquabox water
survival kit. Thanks go to the Co-operative store and those
who made donations.
John Lefley
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Trivia Corner No 83 by Ken Willis

1. What is the largest county of the Republic of Ireland?
2. On which New York island are Broadway, Wall Street,
Central Park and Greenwich Village?
3. In which country is the Nubian Desert?
4. What is the chief port of the Netherlands?
5. In which Island group is Bishop’s Rock, famous for its
lighthouse?

StRETTON FOCUS

Rotary Club
Pakistan Appeal

Saturday 16th October 7.30pm
Tickets £6.00 from Village Shop, or ring 723627.
Please bring your own wine.
Raffle for Lingen Davies Cancer Centre Appeal.
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County Parking Strategy
A public meeting was held on 2nd September to enable
members of the public to give their views on this strategy.
The Town Council considered the views presented and made
its recommendations to SC following its meeting on 7th
September. Please see separate report.
Silvester Horne Institute Project
Unfortunately the bid to Shropshire Council for £50,000
towards the proposed renovation programme (which
includes a new extension and heating system etc.) was
rejected. Shropshire Council allocated just over 60% of the
funding available to other projects in the County. However,
we soldier on with the invaluable help of our Regeneration
Officer, looking for alternative sources of funding. To help
boost the cause, we are staging a ‘LOCAL CREATIVE
ENTERPRISE’ exhibition of arts, crafts, photography, food
plus a book sale, at the SHI on Saturday 9th October 2010
from 11am to 4.30pm. Please support this event and help
boost our funds for the improvement of the SHI! (Please see
separate article)
Health and Social Care Awards 2010, West Midlands
Congratulations to the Church Health and Social Care
Partnership, formed just 18 months ago as a partnership
of local statutory and voluntary health and social care
organisations. One of its three targeted volunteer schemes,
the Frail and Vulnerable Scheme, has been nominated
this autumn as a Regional Finalist for the prestigious
West Midlands Health and Social Care Awards. Under
this scheme, local GPs have identified patients who have
repeat admissions to hospital for want of sufficient support
at home. This pilot scheme, run in conjunction with the
Mayfair Centre, has recruited and trained volunteers to
provide that support and is already demonstrating that it can
reduce costly and distressing hospital admissions.
Consultations
Recent consultation documents from Shropshire Council
and the Government have included:
• Planning Aid: ‘Good Practice Guide to Public Engagement
in Development Schemes’
• Destination Development Partnership
• Statement of Community Involvement for Shropshire:
draft document for consultation
• Draft Structural Reform Plans
• Department for Communities and Local Government
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Quaker Voice
All of us in search of the age-old Quaker roots

T

his August, twelve of us set off North to
discover the significance of the year 1652 and
the beginnings of Quakerism. Its founder,
George Fox was dismayed by the evil and godlessness
in the world and sought comfort and guidance from
many priests yet found none to help him. While in
a state of deep despair, he began to have what he
called ‘openings’. In the most important of these he
heard a voice telling him, ‘There is one even Christ
Jesus that can speak to thy condition.’ This simple
message changed him completely: He could through
Jesus gain direct access to the love and power of the
divine spirit. He began to preach this message across
the country, and in 1652 addressed over a thousand
people on Firbank Fell, Cumbria. Here he met
the Westmorland Seekers who were also searching
for a deeper spirituality. This was the period of
the Commonwealth when politics and religion
were in the melting pot. Many were receptive, and
the message spread regardless of persecution and
imprisonments.
So our first stop was Firbank Fell where George
Fox had addressed the crowd. We next visited nearby
Brigflatts Meeting House where the children had chosen
to ‘twin’ their loo with one they had funded in Africa.
Finally we visited the Quaker Tapestry in Kendal.
The idea of creating this came from children in a
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ast year local Stretton residents contributed
an amazing average of two pounds per
person to our branch of the Royal British
Legion – a record total of over £8,000. All this
money went straight to the RBL as, once again,
no expenses were claimed by any of our supportive volunteer
collectors.
The war in Afghanistan continues to claim and maim too
many precious lives. In addition to the £70 million spent last
year on providing financial, social and emotional support to
the millions who have served and are currently serving in the
Armed Forces, and their dependents, the Royal British Legion has
recently founded new Personnel Recovery Centres for wounded
personnel, Battle Back rehabilitation schemes, and a Be The Boss
scheme to help service leavers. Additionally it is the custodian of
Remembrance Sunday and the national Silences on Remembrance
Sunday and 11th November, and it helps to organise the
march past at the Cenotaph each winter. It is the major voice
for ex-Service people, and has helped to establish the National
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas.
May I please ask you once again to be as generous as possible
in supporting the Royal British Legion through our Branch Poppy
Appeal this year?
John Woolmer, Poppy Appeal Organiser, 01694 751245.

Royal British Legion News
Church Stretton Branch
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Somerset meeting. 4,000 men, women and children
from 15 countries contributed to stitching the 77
panels. Each panel illustrates a particular topic and
many include the colourful, unmistakable work of
children. There is Fox in his baggy trousers, arms
upraised, addressing the crowd. There are the boats
taking preachers to America. There are the Quaker
peacemakers at the United Nations.
Reflecting on all I had seen and heard, what
struck me most was the steadfastness and love of
these early Quakers. In Bristol, their meeting house
destroyed, they met in the street. Men were arrested,
and then the women, but still the children met for
worship until they too were arrested. In 1659, 144
Friends petitioned Parliament asking to change places
with Quakers suffering terribly in prison.
Some heritage to live up to.
Jean Heasman

The branch is now gearing up for a busy few weeks
in Church Stretton:
Friday 8th October: the branch Annual Lunch
from 12.30pm for 1.00pm at the Longmynd Hotel.
Tuesday 12th October, commencing at 10.30am,
the branch AGM at the Silvester Horne Institute in Church
Stretton. All are welcome.
Saturday 13th November: Poppy Day: volunteers always
appreciated to sell poppies. Please contact John Woolmer on
01694 751245 if you are able to help this important charity.
14th November: Remembrance Sunday: the parade will leave
Church Stretton Social Club at 9.30am for a Remembrance
Service in St Laurence’s Church, then proceed to the War
Memorial for 10.55am in time to observe the two minutes silence
at 11.00am and playing of the Last Post. This year, in response
to many requests, the sound at the War Memorial service, will be
amplified.
Tuesday 16th November: 7.30pm Autumn concert at Church
Stretton School Theatre by ‘The Jigsaw Sound’ You are guaranteed
a light and entertaining evening by a choir of 30 singers, with
some audience participation. Tickets cost £6 from John Thomas,
Florist; Wrights Estate Agents and Burway Books, and British
Legion Members.
Membership: anyone who wants to be a member of the Royal
British Legion, even if you were not in the Services, can join on
payment of a small subscription. Every penny that is collected on
the Poppy Appeal or from activities such as the concert goes to
help the people it is intended for. The member’s subscriptions pay
for the administration of this important charity.
For more information or if you want to help, please contact John
Evans on 01694 722400
John Corfield – Publicity Officer 01694 722473
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Letters to the Editors
Thank You Church Stretton!!
Plans for our summer holiday 2010 began
when an old teaching colleague of my mother’s,
sent her a brochure for the Church Stretton Arts
Festival. The variety of performers really appealed
to us and the opportunity to combine our interests
with a visit to old friends was irresistible!
My Mum and Eric (stepdad) arranged the
tickets in advance, and on 25th July 2010 I and
my two daughters, Chloe (15) and Lucy (12) set
off on the long train journey to Church Stretton.
Mum and Eric travelled on the previous Friday with the
caravan, our home for the week!
The train journey was really easy from Reading, with
only one change at Newport. The campsite was basic but had
all the necessary amenities and being self-catering we have
had the opportunity to utilize all the local shops in Church
Stretton. I would recommend Church Stretton as a good
base from which to explore southern Shropshire, it is a great
centre from which to embark on many day trips to the local
attractions eg Ironbridge and Blists Hill or to visit the local
towns such as Ludlow and Shrewsbury. Although the girls
and I were not into much walking, Mum and Eric enjoyed
Cardingmill Valley and their walk up Caradoc. We did
however venture (in the car!) to the top of the Long Mynd,
where we had a lovely picnic amongst the heather and sheep.
However, I digress. The main reason for our visit was
the Arts Festival itself. My eldest daughter Chloe plays many
instruments, principally the clarinet and saxophone, so she
was particularly looking forward to the musical concerts.
Her quote for the recital by Gábor Galavics, Hungarian
clarinettist was as follows:
“A superb mix of contemporary and classical music.
It suited the audience on the night, and was an excellent
introduction to the technical and lyrical aspects of the
instrument.” She loved it!!
I have to say though that my highlight of the week was
Jacqui Dankworth and the Midlands Youth Jazz Orchestra.
They were superb!! My youngest daughter loved it. As a fan
of the MGM musicals I have also instilled that interest in
my children, and although sung in a different style, some
of the songs were very familiar to us. The orchestra was
wonderfully loud and jazzy and along with Ms Dankworth’s
brilliant voice we could have been sitting in Ronnie Scott’s!!!
We have enjoyed our first visit to the area. There is
something for everyone whether it is outdoor pursuits,
browsing through antique and curiosity shops or a bit of
retail therapy in Shrewsbury (use the Park & Ride - it’s
excellent!). The Arts Festival is definitely worth visiting,
everyone was friendly and welcoming, although I would
advise people to check out the website and book early.
Thank you Church Stretton!!
Alison Rogers, Farnborough, Hampshire
Although this letter is over our usual word limit, we felt that it
would be a pity to abridge this enthusiastic endorsement of our
community and its festival (Eds).

Speed limits
I am moved to write to you after watching a
programme last night showing the horrific aftermath
of a road accident. The accident occurred as the
result of a young man driving at twice the speed
limit in a thirty mile an hour zone and crashing into
a car carrying a married couple and their baby.
In the last week I have been overtaken three
times when travelling at thirty miles an hour in a
thirty mile an hour zone in the Church Stretton
area. The first was in Hope Bowdler. A van passed
me in the thirty miles an hour zone and had to cross double
white lines to do so. The other two incidents were on
Sandford Avenue leading out of Stretton. One car passed me
as I was travelling up the hill, and later the same day I was
overtaken as I was travelling in the opposite direction.
Add to this the number of times I drive between Church
Stretton and Little Stretton at thirty miles per hour to find
that a vehicle has quickly caught up with me and ‘tail-gates’
me until I stop or turn off the road; or I see vehicles speeding
through the south end of Little Stretton at speeds of between
forty and fifty miles per hour.
If we are driving over the speed limit we are breaking
the law and being in a car does not mean that we are
above the law. There may be no speed cameras or police
presence to slow us down but it is still a matter of individual
responsibility. It seems that many of us need to pause and
think about the reasons for having thirty mile an hour speed
limits in and around the town and the damage we could do
to lives if we disregard the limits and cause an accident.
Bernard Ford
Peace
Everyone wants peace, yet the peace of the world does
not depend on politicians but on the heart and mind of
every individual. The day when all humans respect, forgive
and wish each other well, without exceptions; the day when
happiness is seen to rest on making others happy, not on
money, power, and fame; the day when no one wants to fight
or compete in order to get a false feeling and appearance of
superiority; the day when making money is seen as antisocial, because you always make it at someone else’s expense;
the day when competition is seen as not very nice because
if you want to win you want to see others lose; on that day
there will be peace in the world as in everyone’s heart.
Peace is a personal, not a political, achievement. It
belongs to the realm of morality, philosophy and psychology
– not of politics and economics. It starts in the heart of every
citizen.
Now people will tell you that the Government, the
media and public opinion say the exact opposite. In the
terms of the New Testament, those are “the World”. And in
the words of John the Evangelist, “The friends of the World
are the enemies of God.” Only Jesus and his teaching can
give us the peace which the world cannot give.
Simone Crawley

National Trust Events
Sunday, 3rd October, 11.00am-1.00pm Fungal Foray:
Come and search for fungi on the slopes of Carding Mill Valley and in Rectory Wood, with expert John Hughes!
Meet at the Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley SO443946. Adults £5, Children £2. Booking not needed
Saturday, 16th October, 10:00am-1.30pm ‘Rocks make the Landscape - the Geology of the Long Mynd’.
A guided walk led by Keith Hotchkiss and Dr. Peter Toghill. £9, includes coach back to Carding Mill Valley. Booking
essential Tel: 722631
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Town Centre Enhancement and Parking Strategy

T

Where do we get our ideas from?
hree pastors set out to change the world. They
preached according to every social agenda that
seemed relevant. They told people how to be
altruistic. But after many years they realised they were
failing. What they had done was to ditch anything
specifically Christian. As a result they were simply endorsing
the self-centred values of the world around, with its mantra
of ‘choice’.
It sounds very reasonable to say we need to find the
answer within. But is not that the problem? – ‘I’, ‘me’ and
‘mine’ then rule. Don’t we need an external source of life to
give us what we do not have of our own and to give us that
external authority for morality, which prevents our society
turning into ‘everyone does what is right in their own eyes’,
which in the end is a recipe for anarchy?
The three pastors came to see that their original idea
that they should not try to convert anyone meant, ‘I

want to leave you alone so that capitalism, consumerism,
materialism, and all the ideologies that control this culture
can have their way with you.’ They came to see that it
was ‘in confrontation with Jesus, that our notions about
what human beings need are rearranged’ and then positive
transformation can take place.
So they went back to the teaching of Jesus, starting
with confession and repentance, noting that the church
is the only organisation in the world that advertises itself
as ‘a company of sinners’! And they started teaching
that the authority of self needs to be replaced with the
authority of the One who gave His life for all and loves us
with an infinite love. Conversion leading to new creation
became their message and their ministries were renewed,
as they testify in ‘Good News in Exile’ edited by Walter
Brueggemann. Might this not be what our society really
needs today?
Richard Hill

T
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The Town Council and Church Stretton Area
Partnership jointly sponsored a public meeting on 2nd
September to consider how the Parking Strategy might
best be applied to Church Stretton. Influenced by that
discussion, the Town Council has made the following
recommendations to Shropshire Council:
a) Church Stretton should be treated the same as its
neighbouring towns, with no charging for on-street parking
and flexibility in the charging for off-street parking;
b) The two-hour on-street parking time limit should be
retained;
c) The two smaller car parks on Lion Meadow, adjacent
to the High St, should be free with a
one-hour time limit;
d) The parking charge refund
option, currently confined to the
Co-op, should be offered to other
traders in the town;
e) The charge for annual
season tickets should be lower than in larger towns, such as
Ludlow;
f ) Additional parking spaces should be created in
the main Lion Meadow car park by reducing the number
of recycling skips, when the domestic collection service is
extended to plastic bottles in December, and transferring
the clothing and shoe skips across the road to along the
Co-op wall to eliminate the nuisance to Queen’s Court
residents.
Shropshire Council intends to complete all of the
agreed changes by the summer of next year. The Town
Council hopes that Shropshire Council will accept all of
its recommendations on the Parking Strategy, which are
fully consistent with, and complementary to, its earlier
recommendations on the town centre enhancement.
The draft Parking Strategy can be viewed on the
Shropshire Council website www.shropshire.gov.uk or by
phoning 0345 678 9000 and comments should be sent by
email to transport@shropshire.gov.uk or post to Shirehall in
Shrewsbury, no later than Wednesday 13th October 2010
Church Stretton Town Council
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he Town Council made its recommendations
to Shropshire Council on priority town centre
enhancements back in April, following a fouryear period of research and consultation. The narrow
pavements in the High Street elicited differing views but
the Town Council recommended, on balance, that the
east side pavement be widened by eliminating the 6-7
on-street parking spaces and making compensatory parking
improvements in the Square and adjacent car parks.
On the recommendation of Cllr Gibson, our unitary
councillor, Shropshire Council has decided not to implement
the pavement widening nor to install a pedestrian platform
across the High Street at the junction
with Sandford Avenue but merely to
realign the pavements at this junction.
Shropshire Council has also decided
to introduce a 45-minute time limit
on the 6-7 parking spaces on the High
Street to promote faster turnover.
Pressed by the Town Council, Shropshire Council
has now agreed to monitor their changes over the next 12
months, in the context of the wider Parking Strategy changes
(see below), with a view to reconsidering the merits of the
Town Council’s original recommendations. SC has given
assurances that the savings of £40,000 in the Phase One
changes will be ring-fenced towards the cost of any Phase
Two work to improve the accessibility and pedestrianfriendliness of the High Street.
Shropshire Council has, though, agreed to the Town
Council’s other recommendations to:
a) Introduce a 20 mph speed limit in the town centre,
reducing and simplifying signage, as well as installing
additional cycle racks to encourage cycling, as in other
market towns across the county;
b) Install a pedestrian platform (as outside the Co-op) at
the junction of Easthope Rd and Sandford Ave;
c) Create a coach drop-off point adjacent to the public
toilets in Lutwyche Rd;
d) Enforce a two-hour parking limit on the existing 8
spaces on the Town Council-owned land in the Square.
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Adventure Camp Achieves £110,000 Funding Target
rustees of the Longmynd Adventure Camp received
three pieces of good news during August. The first
two came within hours of a special event held at
the Camp. Up to £25,000 was pledged or gifted by two
West Midlands based Charitable Trusts to complete the
Camp’s £36,000 second phase of refurbishments this winter.
The third piece of good news came a week later when the
charity was awarded £17,000 from the Shropshire Council
Community Fund. Combined with the already completed
Phase 1 refurbishments, a staggering £110,000 has so far
been raised to secure the future of the Camp’s long term
infrastructure.

T
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Special Army Children’s
Activity Day
The first two pieces
of good news coincided
with the last day of a
very special camp for
24 Army children based
at Tern Hill Barracks.
With their fathers about
to leave for the front
line in Afghanistan,
MOD welfare personnel
organised a respite break
at the Camp for these
deserving youngsters.
During the final day
of their break the children
lived like their fathers
will in the field – dining on field rations, donning facial
camouflage paints and some vigorous assault course training.
The latter included the challenge of a ‘paint ball’ rifle range
and the terrors of a slippery mat crawl with participants
being doused with water to hamper their progress.

Two teams revel on the assault course
with tyre pulls (middle photo) and a
water alley crawl (above).
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New Wheelchair
Path Opened
Relief from
all the excitement
came later that
afternoon when
representatives
from some of
the Camp’s
benefactors, media
and other guests
visited the Camp
to celebrate the
opening of a
wheelchair path.
The path was
formally opened
by a very special,
autistic young man
Jonathan Edwards
accompanied
by international

Jonathan Edwards cuts the wheelchair ribbon
assisted by former British & Irish Lions rugby
player, Tim Stimpson
rugby star Tim Stimpson and the Chair of Shropshire
Wooden Spoon, Glyn Dobbs. A team of Wooden Spoon
fundraising cyclists also dropped by for a welcome cup of tea
on their way from Bath to Bridgnorth.
Three Trustees – over 75 years of service
To add to the celebrations, long serving Trustees Don
Rogers, Malcolm Hoad and Peter Beaman received special
thanks for providing combined service to the Longmynd
Adventure Camp exceeding 75 years. However, there’s no
time to rest, as the Trustees gear up to project manage the
now fully funded winter works programme whilst launching
a £25,000 Phase 3 refurbishment programme.
The Charity is going to try to raise the funds for all or
part of the Phase 3 refurbishments during the remainder
of this year. It’s expected that competition for funding will
intensify next year when Government cuts really begin to
bite, so the Trustees are getting their skates on.
The next 50 years…
To ready itself for a very productive long term future, the
Charity is about to embark on a process of modernisation
without distressing its Baden Powell character and heritage.
Don Rogers sets the stage, “We recognise the need to expand
our small band of Trustees so that we have the essential skills
base to deliver a continuing success story. Once we update
our Business Plan we will doubtlessly launch a new blood
recruitment campaign next year.”
Once the refurbishment programme is completed
fundraising will be limited to funding the accommodation
costs of disadvantaged children. Less than £10 buys a single
night’s bunkhouse accommodation for one child, including
the cost of utilities.
This remarkable day in the Camp’s 52 year history
concluded with an excellent BBQ supper cooked by
members of Salopian Lodge of Charity No117.
All those attending declared the day a great success
returning home happy and replete.
Kim March
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The Longmynd Hike
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- How it started

he 43rd Longmynd Hike takes place over the
weekend of 2nd – 3rd October: for those who are
not familiar with this popular annual challenge, it
sees over 500 runners and walkers tackling a 50 mile course
across the South Shropshire Hills in 24 hours, starting and
finishing in Church Stretton (www.longmyndhike.org.uk
gives full details). Apart from an enforced break in 2001
because of foot and mouth, it has run every year since 1967
with only minor changes to the route.
So how did it all start? It was the vision and
determination of local man, George Davies, that brought
it into being. A keen Scout and Scout Leader since 1955,
George saw the 62 mile Fellsman’s Hike in Ingleborough,
Yorkshire advertised in ‘Scouter’ magazine. Along with
Brian Faulkner and a few other Scouts, George entered this
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checkpoints, check-in competitors at the HQ in Church
Stretton School, drive mini-buses to ferry retirees back
to HQ, operate radio communications, provide a cooked
breakfast … and much more. Peggy Davies was still
involved with providing a hot meal at the finish until the
year she died in 2005, the modern School kitchen being a
far cry from the old boilers in the Scout Hut. George’s two
sons, Terry and Michael, are both heavily involved with all
aspects of running the Hike (Terry often competes too: a
few years ago, accompanied by Joe Faulkner, he completed
it twice, once in each direction, over 48 hours to celebrate
his 50th birthday!). Brian Faulkner, too, still plays a huge
part in making it all run smoothly and to this day it remains
under the umbrella of the Scouts.
Very sadly the Hike lost two of its longest-serving
members in 2010: Ken Spurling was entry secretary
for many years and ran the control centre at the
School overnight. And the Hike’s founder, George
Davies, passed away in June aged 82. Focus readers
may have seen George’s coffin being taken through
the streets to the URC on an old wooden track cart,
draped in the flag of the 2nd Longmynd Scouts and
pulled by four longstanding Scouts. Officiating at
the funeral service, the Rev’d Ward Davis, father of
Longmynd Hike record holder Andy, said: “We meet
to celebrate George’s long life and to applaud the use
that he made of it … during the years since Peggy
died George had become increasingly frail, but we
will remember his cheery face beaming up from his
wheelchair as he was off-loaded from a vehicle to start
the Longmynd Hike, or hoisted onto the stage to
present the Hike awards….”
Indeed, the Longmynd Staff Trophy for the
challenging walk and despite failing at the first attempt
overall winner of the Hike will this year be re-named the
they entered again the following year and finished it. On
George Davies Trophy in his memory. George requested
returning to Church Stretton George said to his wife, Peggy: that his ashes be scattered on the Stiperstones, one of the
“If they can do that in a little village like Ingleborough, we’re toughest sections of the Hike, so that “I can see all you
going to do it here!”
buggers going across there”!
With the help of Brian and other
Scouts over a number of weekends,
George set up the Longmynd Hike route
by walking various potential routes and
camping out overnight. The first Hike
attracted 76 entries and set off from
the Scout Hut in Church Street: it was
won by a Flight Lieutenant from RAF
Cosford who walked the course in under
22 hours. Hike HQ was at the Scout
Hut, where Peggy Davies and her team
of helpers made stew and potatoes in the
big water boilers, and the Scout’s mothers
contributed apple pies and condensed
milk to welcome the hungry walkers
home!
The Hike quickly grew in popularity.
In the early 1970s John Jackson from
the Manchester area was the first person
to run the route. A few years later John
Wagstaffe from Tipton Harriers set a
record that stood for many years until it was broken by the
Hilary Jones
present holder, local man Andy Davies (7 hours 51 mins).
(With grateful thanks to Terry Davies for providing most of the
Over the years the Hike has continued to grow and
information about his late father and the Hike,
improve: from its humble beginnings in the Scout Hut, a
and to John Corfield for the photographs).
team of over 150 volunteers now help set up and run the
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Circles of Support and
Accountability

R

emember how Jesus treated the lepers, the outcasts of
society? They were shunned by everyone but not
by him. Who are the outcasts of today’s society? Are
there people who are prepared to support them?
Leaving the question of who the equivalent people might
be until later, and to answer the last question first; there is an
organisation that offers support and holds them accountable
for their actions as they attempt to form a new life after
having been rejected by their families and former friends.
Starting anew is not easy, but being friendless in a strange
place is really hard. Those who try without support have a
very high failure rate, failure which is costly for them, for
society and most of all for their victims. The work of the
people who volunteer for the project known as ‘Circles
of Support and Accountability’ demonstrates the impact
ordinary human relationships can have. Those who start anew
with their support have a vastly decreased rate of failure.
There will be an open meeting in the Mayfair Centre at
7pm on 13th October at which Juliet Ennis, the organiser in
North Wales, will talk about what the project does, how it
operates and what it has achieved.
All are welcome to come and learn about work quietly
being done to help today’s outcasts.
And who are these people I have described as the outcasts
of today?
People who have been released from prison having served
a sentence for a sex offence. Before you just move swiftly on,
can I ask you to read the article again and note how your
reactions change, then perhaps you will understand what I
mean about them being the outcasts of today’s society.
Lesley Richards
On behalf of Church Stretton Quaker Meeting

Age Concern News
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re you missing out? Despite 1.8
million pensioners living in poverty,
and many thousands more living
just above the breadline, Age UK is warning that up to
a staggering £5.4 billion in benefits remains unclaimed
by people in later life every year. This is because they are
unaware of the range of benefits available or don’t realise they
are eligible, think the claiming process is too complicated
and intrusive, or simply too proud to make a claim. Why
not make an appointment to see a Benefits Adviser at our
South Shropshire Office on the first Thursday of the month?
Please ring 01584 876039 or 01743 233123.
Diamond Appeal
Age Concern is celebrating its 60th anniversary this
year and we are launching an appeal to fund first one,
then hopefully several other drop-in centres for those with
dementia - and those who care for them. To get the first
drop-in centre up and running we need just £25,000. Can
you help by holding a fund-raising event such as coffee
morning or bring and buy for the appeal or could you
persuade a club or society, which you belong to, to dedicate
its next fundraiser to the appeal? To request a fundraising
pack to help you stage an event for the Diamond Appeal,
phone 01743 233123 Ext 231 or email
diamond.appeal@ageconcernshrops.org.uk.
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StrettonDale LJC News

LJC retains healthy flavour in spite of cuts
he StrettonDale Local Joint Committee (LJC) will
be celebrating the progress of the Church Stretton
Health and Social Care Partnership at its meeting on
Wednesday 6th October at 7.00pm at Hope Bowdler Village
Hall.
Last year the Partnership received a small grant from
the LJC to cover its start up and early running costs and
representatives. It has used the money well and is now
creating a visionary business plan. Though still in its draft
stage the plan outlines proposals for a Frail and Vulnerable
Service, a Compassionate Communities Service and an
Emergency Support Service.
The LJC meeting will hear about these proposals – all
of which involve local volunteers working in a co-ordinated
way with health and social care agencies. This is a timely
moment for innovative locality-based initiatives with the
future of Primary Care Trusts in doubt and Council social
care spending being reviewed for savings.
Shropshire Council’s potential spending cuts will
be the subject of consultation at the meeting. There
will also be news of the £3 million Market Towns
Revitalisation Programme in which Church Stretton has
been identified as one of six Shropshire towns to be a
leading beneficiary.
The well-attended July LJC meeting at Acton Scott Farm
Museum saw grants allocated to the Rushbury School House
Trustees (£500), the All Stretton History Group (£215),
the Mayfair Stroke Group (£750) and the Silvester Horne
Institute Charity (up to £5000).
Applications to be considered at the coming meeting
have been received from Church Stretton Croquet Club,
Church Stretton Area Tourism Group, the Homegrown
Project, Church Stretton Town Council (Multi Use
Games Area), University of the Third Age and Walking
for Wellbeing.
The following meeting of the LJC will be on January 20th
2011 at 7.00pm at the Silvester Horne Institute (TBC). The
closing date for the next round of grants is December 3rd.
For further information on the working of the Local
Joint Committee and grants please contact Peter Dunhill,
Shropshire Council’s Community Regeneration Officer for
the area on 01746 713230 or 07582 002008 or by emailing
peter.dunhill@shropshire.gov.uk.

T

Dementia Carers' Support

E

mma Wilde is currently the local dementia support
worker for Shropshire. She replaces Jo Wallis, who
replaced Jackie Pennington. Emma is based in
the office in Shrewsbury and questions about dementia,
whether Alzheimer’s, vascular dementia, Lewy body or
any other type of dementia may be addressed to her
directly on 01743 341800.
Once a month (on the second Friday at 2.00pm)
Emma facilitates a carers’ support group in the Jubilee
Lounge at Mayfair. For details about this it is best to
speak to Emma, or the society manager for Shropshire,
Lyn Jones, on the same contact number.
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Winter Floral Planters Teas to Please
Church Stretton
old winds blew, rain
Appeal 2010
Mayoral Charity Ball
threatened, and then the sun
he Town Council provided
shone on Monday. Despite, or
Saturday Nov 27th
summer planters again this year, even perhaps because of the weather,

T

with continuing (and much
appreciated) financial assistance from
traders, businesses, organisations and
residents. We are now looking at the
cost of the provision of winter plants
for the 16 pole mounted planters,
together with four hanging baskets
and three troughs for the Square, and
so we are seeking donations from
local businesses, organisations and
individuals in order to help provide the
best display possible.
The cost of one planter for the
winter season, with maintenance, will
be approximately £90, and so any
donation, however small, would be
greatly appreciated.
Please write to the Town Clerk,
60 High Street, Church Stretton with
your donation promise. The Town
Council is extremely grateful to all
those who have contributed in the past
and hope that local generosity will
continue this year.
Thank you.
Mrs CM Harvey, Town Clerk

Save the Children
Soup & Apple Pie Lunch
£5 (inc tea/coffee)
Friday 22nd October 12 noon1.30pm
At the Parish Centre
(Please note new venue!)
Pay at the door

Churches Together in the
Strettons

PRAYERS for PEACE
Friday October 1st
at
St Laurence's Church
DROP IN any time between
10am and 4pm
Specific prayer requests this
month by
St Milburga’s Church

Trivia Answers

1. Cork
2. Manhattan Island
3. Sudan
4. Rotterdam
5. Scilly Isles

S

o as to build on the success of last
year’s inaugural Ball, the wellknown party band, Trilogy, has
been booked this year to help dancers
of every kind to ‘do their thing’ – all, of
course, in smart dress with the option
of black tie.
The Church Stretton Mayoral
Charity Ball 2010 will take place on
Saturday 27th November from 6.30pm
until midnight at the Longmynd Hotel,
Church Stretton. The ticket price is
held at £35 each. This includes a drinks
reception and a Grand Buffet of Local
Shropshire Foods before the dancing.
To encourage groups of friends and
family to make it a really community
event, two bottles of complimentary
wine are being offered to all table
bookings of 10. All proceeds from
the event and from the raffle will go
to the Strettons Frail and Vulnerable
Scheme, nominated this year for a
West Midlands Health and Social Care
Award for innovation in pioneering
more integrated professional and
volunteer support, to enable chronically
ill local residents to remain in their
own homes rather than in hospital or
residential care.
Tickets will be on sale from the
beginning of October from Church
Stretton shops: Newsworld, Burway
Books, Peppers (formerly Stretton
Menswear) as well as from the
Longmynd Hotel and from the Town
Council Office, 01694 722113 or
you can e-mail personalassistant@
churchstetton-tc.gov.uk.
Discounted B&B overnight
accommodation is available at £30
per person for all those attending the
Ball, by phoning the Longmynd Hotel
01694 722244.
Come and get into the Christmas
party mood at a great night out – all in
a very good cause!
Cllr Bob Welch, Town Mayor

Stretton Focus Team Vacancy
The Focus team are seeking someone with basic
computer skills and internet access to fill a vacancy for a
Secretary/Administrator. Anyone interested please contact
the Chairman, Mike Edmunds, on 01694 723961.
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What's that Book? by
Anne Walters
(answer on page 38)

All Saints ‘Teas to Please’ was a
great success over the Bank Holiday
weekend, raising the splendid sum of
£4,444. Members and friends of the
church and volunteers from Mayfair
had worked hard beforehand, baking a
huge number and variety of appetising
cakes, and the knives of the sandwich
makers never left their hands,
especially on Monday. The kettle
was constantly on the boil! Everyone
associated with All Saints would
like to thank all who contributed in
any way to this success, which will
not only benefit the church but also
Mayfair and the Severn Hospice. And,
of course, thanks to all the people
who just came along to enjoy the
afternoons.
Hilary Bullock
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Christmas cards for sale; raffle

C

27
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Nordic Walking Day

T

Tuesday 19th October: ‘Living with Myths’
7.20pm for 7.30 pm, URC High Street, Church Stretton.
Speaker: Donald Horsfield.
Beginning with the emergence of human beings in our
evolving universe. Showing how the creation of Myth was
their way of responding to the awesome mystery of life. It
was their way of answering the deep questions about life
and death; pain and suffering; hopes and fears. Their way
of relating both to this world and the world beyond. Their
way of discovering truths to live by. Their way of finding
meaning and purpose in life.
World religions are but a variation on these themes. Any
contact with God, or a world beyond this world can only
be expressed in mythological language or in story form. The
big mistake religions have made is to take themselves too
seriously, and their beliefs too literally. An understanding
of Myth, and the truth it conveys, will set us free from the
disastrous confusion that world religions are now in.
Donald understands himself to be an open-ended
Christian, who believes that no one religion has exclusive
access to the truth about God. Therefore he needs to be open
to the truth wherever it comes from: believing that the truth
will set us free to live in peace with one another; in harmony
with the rest of creation; and therefore at one with God.
Tuesday 2nd November: ‘Living with Myths – A response’
7.20pm for 7.30 pm, URC High Street, Church Stretton.
Speaker: Mike Bourke.
Synopsis: A response to Donald Horsfield’s presentation,
focussing on myth, language and history. Traditional
Christianity has seen the divine will and purpose revealed
in history, especially in the incarnation. At the same time it
has emphasised that human language can express this only
indirectly. What is the relationship between myth and truth?
Mike Bourke was much involved in inter-faith relations
in Wolverhampton. He believes that we have much to learn
from one another, and also that Christian faith has some
unique things to offer.
Noel Beattie

THE CLEOBURY MORTIMER
CONCERT BRASS BAND
Musical Director: Mike Amplett

SATURDAY 9th OCTOBER
at 7.30pm
Tickets £5 (inc. light refreshments)
from Burway Books, John Thomas (Florist) and
Wrights Estate Agents
PROCEEDS TO ROTARY CLUB CHARITIES
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Mayfair Book Sale Thanks

I

am delighted to say that the book sale to raise funds for
Mayfair, held at the Silvester Horne Institute on Saturday
4th September, realised £1,715: a wonderful result. Our
figures show that 329 people attended on the day.
I am very grateful to everyone who donated books,
CDs etc for this event. As a result those who came had over
160 trays of books on display from which to choose. My
thanks go particularly to everyone who provided transport
and labour to help in moving many boxes of books to and
from the hall (a physically demanding task), to arranging
them and to stewarding the sale on the day. I am grateful
also to the ladies who helped by providing and serving the
refreshments. I hope they all feel that their efforts were
well rewarded. This sale, and that held earlier this year in
May (which raised £1,626), have together raised £3,341 for
Mayfair.
The next sale will be on Saturday 6th November, also
at the SHI, and again this will be in support of Mayfair, so
please keep the books etc coming in.
A.J.Crowe

StRETTON FOCUS

at
CHURCH STRETTON SCHOOL
THEATRE

Nordic Walking uses specially designed poles to
enhance your natural walking experience, and has its roots
in cross country skiing. It is a great way to have fun while
shaping up and improving your general fitness. Nordic
walking is totally different to walking with trekking poles.
It helps you to walk more miles and climb hills more easily,
despite it feeling like less effort, and you actually burn 46
per cent more calories than walking on its own.
To join in with this free event and to get yourself on
track to learning a new, fun and exciting way to enjoy
the beautiful Stretton countryside, contact Adrianna@
eatonmanor.co.uk or go to www.eatonmanornordicwalking.
com. Details also available from James at The Outdoor
Depot in Church Stretton. Call 01694 724293 to book
your place.

October 2010

Rotary Club of Church Stretton

o celebrate World Nordic Walking Day, a special
event will be held in Church Stretton on Sunday
10th October, forming part of a series of free events
being held all over the UK and across the world. Fully
qualified professional Nordic Walking instructors will be
on hand, with all the equipment you need, to help you get
a taste of one of the fastest growing outdoor health and
fitness activities.
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Shropshire Literary Society

S

hropshire Literary Society is very pleased the Malcolm
Saville Society is coming to Church Stretton (see
September Focus) and has kindly been invited to the
event on Sunday 3rd October at the Silvester Horne Institute.
Both of our societies are in the Alliance of Literary
Societies, which has over 100 members across the UK.
Most celebrate the work and life of one author, for example
Malcolm Saville, and range from Chaucer to Thomas
Traherne, from Dr. Samuel Johnson to Jane Austen, George
Eliot, Mary Webb to Barbara Pym, Graham Greene,
Anthony Powell, and John Clare to Dylan Thomas and
many more. Many have literary properties such as the Bronte
Parsonage. They arrange literary events and outings and
usually have a magazine. The Alliance itself runs a magazine
for and by its member societies with some guest writing.
The last issue was on ‘Regional Writing’ and the next will
be on ‘Lost in Translation’. The ALS also has links with a
European literary network, alg.
Shropshire Literary Society is a general
literary society with a wide range of events. This year
some of our meetings are themed around the idea of

‘politics and literature’. We also celebrate Shropshire’s
literary culture, this year with Ros Ephraim of Burway
Books: ‘Anecdotes of a Bookseller’, local author Douglas
Grounds on his biography of Archdeacon Joseph (Plymley)
Corbett, and Val Littlehales, Shropshire Storyteller: ‘A
Shropshire Miscellany’. There is a Christmas social and two
outings being planned. We also have a journal. Pick up a
programme in the library or come along to a meeting (dates
in Focus Diary) - you and your ideas will be most welcome.
Thelma Thompson Chairlady Shropshire Literary Society
Committee Member Alliance of Literary Societies
http://www.allianceofliterarysocieties.org.uk
At the meeting on Monday 11th October a talk will be
given entitled “I cannot praise a fugitive and cloistered
virtue” – John Milton, Poet and Politician.
The talk will be given by Julian Smith, BA M.Ed.
As usual, the venue is Church Stretton Library (rear
entrance) and the meeting will start at 7.30pm. Visitors most
welcome - £2 please. Refreshments will be provided.
Julian Smith

Hope Bowdler Musical Entertainment

StRETTON FOCUS October 2010

F

ollowing our Flower Festival with concert and film
night, which proved to be immensely popular and well
attended, our next fund raising event for the Church
and Parish Hall will be a winter concert with a buffet and
glass of wine on 20th November in Rushbury Village Hall.
Featuring in this will be Shrewsbury Concert Band and the
Mere Singers.
Shrewsbury Concert Band is a community band which
has been in existence since 1990 and has performed at many
venues large and small in and around Shropshire. Some of
the venues include The Music Hall at Shrewsbury, St Chad’s
Church Shrewsbury, Ludlow Festival, and Church Stretton
Food Festival where Pete Postlethwaite introduced us and
took up the baton for our first item while our conductor
Ken Lumley joined the flute section. The band has a very

wide and varied repertoire which includes classical band
music and music from well known musicals and films.
The Mere Singers directed by Mary Keith were formed
by Pentabus Theatre as a large body of singers to be the
voice of the water, singing the music of Mary Keith in their
acclaimed production of Precious Bane. More recently they
have appeared at Theatre Severn in Silhouette by Chris Eldon
Lee, a true story about a Shrewsbury undergarment factory,
which sadly closed in the early 1960s. The book on which it
was based was written by Nigel Hinton, a saxophonist in the
band.
For further information about the concert and tickets
please contact Jean Webb on 01694 722793 or
Barbara Stubbs on 01694 723418
Jean Webb

‘Campaign for Wool’ Week

Church Stretton School

11th -17th October
s I mentioned in April Focus,
HRH The Prince of Wales has
started a wool project. This
is now a global initiative under the
patronage of His Royal Highness, called
‘The Campaign for Wool’. Quoting
from the website: “It unites people and organisations across
the world that believe in the benefits and versatility of wool
from fashion through interiors to green technology”. Sheep
farmers, manufacturers, designers and retailers are all
involved. There is to be a Wool Week, 11th -17th October,
with displays and events and education on wool. See the
website to find out more: http://campaignforwool.org
I am especially delighted about the campaign for
I believe wool is a fantastic product which we produce
abundantly locally and should all be wearing and using
to keep warm. Thus we support local industry and help the
environment. In due course I hope to arrange something else
around wool.
Thelma Thompson (Sheep/wool producer,
Wool Day organiser 2009)

A
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Open Evening & Mornings

“Outstanding care” – Ofsted.
Open Evening: Wed. 6th
October, 5.00pm – 8.00pm
Come and see the school in
action:
• New Sports Centre
• New Construction Skills Centre
• Video Conferencing Suite
Try our school lunches, available at 5.00pm. Please book
through the school office for this free offer.
Open Mornings: Thurs 7th October and Fri 8th October
9.30am – 11.00am. Please ring or contact the school to
reserve a place on an Open Morning.
If you are unable to attend on these dates, or would like a
personal tour, please telephone for an appointment with
Mr Lunt, Headteacher 01694 722209.
Shrewsbury Road, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6EX
Email: office@churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk
Web: www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk
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Emergency Planning

T

he Health and Social Care Partnership was set
up in 2009 with the aim to promote greater
community involvement in shaping health and
social care in the Strettons and involves the Town Council,
Mayfair, Medical Centre and other organisations such as
Good Neighbours and Churches Together.
The compassionate communities project involves a
group of volunteers prepared to help anyone on their own
to access the services they need, whether it be help with
shopping, filling in forms, doctors’ appointments or just
a visit and a chat. The volunteers only do what they are
comfortable with and the people they are visiting remain
anonymous.
The Partnership is also looking to compile a list
of people willing to help in an emergency. This is not
to duplicate what other agencies are doing but to give
assistance on a personal level rather than as a trained
professional. Again, volunteers would only do what they
are comfortable with.
The Health and Social Care Partnership is in NO
way trying to replace the many voluntary organisations in
the Strettons but wants to promote awareness of what is
available should an emergency arise. It is concerned with
people who are isolated and would have problems fending
for themselves in cases of health, cold, pandemic etc. Under
these circumstances carers would be unable to come, hence
the need for cooperation between voluntary groups.
The Health and Social Care Partnership works in
collaberation with the police in case of severe weather, flu
outbreak etc. where there is a need to provide support for
basic things – food, company, bills to be paid etc. In case
of this sort of emergency there are two contacts – medical
and non-medical. Medical contacts will still go through
GP/Shropdoc. Social or non medical contacts would go
through the central contact point at Mayfair.
It is recognised that many people will just help their
neighbours in such circumstances and the intention is not
to replace that activity but to offer additional support and
a back up.
Anyone wishing to find out more or offer support
please contact Anne Stafford Town Councillor on 01694
722627 or Nicola McPherson at Mayfair 01694 722077.

Saturday 6th November 11am-4pm
Rushbury Village Hall
A place to buy or sell Christmas presents. Also
try a bowl of homemade soup and a roll for
lunch, or an afternoon tea.
Admission £1 per adult. Children free.
To book your stall call Karen - 01694 771597

C

ome and join us for a Fashion Show of
Ladies and Gents clothes from Edinburgh
Wool Mill demonstrated by models.
Tea and biscuits and a prize draw after the
show. It takes place on 14th October 7.30pm
in Church Stretton Methodist Church. Tickets
available from John R. Thomas, Burway Books
and Wright’s Estate Agents. Price £6 each.
Proceeds to Church Stretton Methodist Church
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Ornithological Society Talks

S

hropshire Ornithological Society presents talks on the
fourth Monday in each month. Talks start at 7.30pm in
the Methodist Church; non-members are welcome - £2
including refreshments. The first two speakers will be:
Oct 25th: ‘Tanzanian Wildlife’ by Sue Brealey.
Nov 22nd: ‘A Shropshire Birder’s Year’ by Jim Almond.

Reg’s Ramblings

A Higher Destiny – or a Mediocre Future?
aving just finished Max Arthur’s ‘Forgotten Voices
of The Great War’, I was not only appalled by the
memories of the carnage and sheer horror experienced
by those who took part in trench warfare on the so called
‘Western Front’, but also perplexed by the sheer inanity of the
conflict and the manner of the opposing generals’ ‘tactics’.
The High Command on both sides appeared to be obsessed
with launching ‘Big Offensives’ which inevitably ended in mass
slaughter and incredible suffering of their troops, with virtually
no tactical advantage resulting before returning to the status
quo and yet another period of preparation for the next ‘master
stroke’, all of which ultimately earned the scathing description:
“Lions led by Donkeys”.
Newspapers christened the conflict ‘The Great War’
or ‘The War To End All Wars’ when there was nothing
demonstrably ‘great’ about it save the extent of suffering and
horror experienced by the ordinary fighters of both sides,
manning the trenches for over four years in truly appalling
conditions.
Having been born some two years after the end of
hostilities, I came to realise a little of what those men had been
through, and yet the ex-servicemen who I came to know and
respect were remarkably modest and reticent to speak of their
deeds, moral courage and sheer stamina. This, I believe, was
indicative of the potential human spirit, not only to endure and
survive but, given the right leadership, to aspire to much higher
goals – a theme which I propose to enlarge on in my next
article!
Reg Heiron

H
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Fashion Show

The Silvester Horne Institute, High St, Church Stretton
Saturday 9th October, 11.00am to 4.00pm
e have introduced the first of many events
we hope to hold at the SHI to help raise
funds towards the restoration of this
wonderful community building. There will be several
local artists and other interesting exhibits, together
with a selection of ‘Focus’ front page covers for sale or
to order due to the retirement after five years of the
front page editor, Yvonne Beaumont. Tony Crowe, a
member of the Silvester Horne Community Project
Partnership, will also be presenting a Special Book
Sale.
The WI have kindly offered their services for teas,
coffees, drinks and snacks throughout the event. We
hope many residents will come and make it a big social
gathering to support this very important restoration
programme, and also make suggestions or offer help.
The future plans, ideas and aspirations of the SHI
Project will be on display by the Trustees of the SHI
charity (Church Stretton Town Council). For further
information contact: Tom Beaumont, Chairman,
Silvester Horne Community Project Partnership,
tel 01694-722533 or email tombeau17@btinternet.com

October 2010

Rushbury Autumn Craft Fair

Local Creative Enterprise Exhibition
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Whalebone: The Gathering Tour Anglican Voice

Friday 19th Nov 7.30pm
Little Stretton Village Hall
Admission: £7.50 on the door, £6.00 in advance
he Gathering Tour shows will include haunting
atmospheric tunes alongside the high energy acoustic
music that Whalebone have built a well deserved
reputation on. The evening will feature energetic and emotive
performances of original self-penned material, inventive
interpretations of traditional music and rock classics interlaced
with a few of the folklore tales and myths which inspired
the tunes.
With artistic
sensitivity
always at the
fore coupled
with their
charismatic
rapport at
live shows,
Whalebone
continue
to seduce
audiences wherever they perform.
Whalebone’s music is a marriage of folk music and classic
guitar rock played on acoustic guitars and fiddle, combining
upfront spellbinding musicianship, infectious driving rhythms
and exuberant presentation.
For tickets and more information: 01746 765268
www.whalebone-music.com,
www.ticketsource.co.uk/whalebone
‘Whalebone completely and utterly captivate with their passion
and sheer musicianship...’ Katy Jay
‘...it’s got that edge, that passion... it’s a musical manifesto.’ FATEA
‘Impeccable musicianship...well crafted arrangements...’ Brian Gullard
‘blistering... hugely enjoyable...’ Jazz Mann

T

August Weather

O

Afternoon Tea in All Stretton
3.00pm Sunday 17th October
All Stretton Village Hall
he All Stretton History Group want to establish
ourselves as an independent organisation. That
means that we need people to come and take part
in an AGM in order to pass our Constitution and vote in
a new committee.
The meeting will be a Village Hall event, where we’ll
arrange an exhibition of photographs and maps. Tea and
cakes will be served at no cost (although there will be a
collection plate!) before the AGM, which will be followed
by a local history talk by Alan Brisbourne on the subject
‘Some All Stretton questions which need answers’.
The date is Sunday, 17th October, at 3pm; the venue
is All Stretton Village Hall. Everybody with an interest in
the history of All Stretton and the local area is welcome
to join in. If you would like to acquaint yourself with the
Constitution beforehand, please contact Ivar Romo on
telephone 723804 or by email:
ivar.romo@googlemail.com.

T
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October 2010

h dear, what a let down! After
such a fine and hot start to the
summer the middle of July saw the
end of that and the start of several weeks of
changeable weather which continued right
through August. The rainfall figures say it
all: 3.26 inches compared with 1.06 last year, but there has
been worse - in 2008 we had over 4 inches. I don’t expect
many of us will forget the 25th when it rained all day, non
stop, though it has to be added that for the most part the
rain was a fine rain almost lower than a drizzle. But it hung
about the hills and in the valley making everything very, very
wet and making one think of putting on some heating as
the temperature fell to a miserable 62F. The day before the
stream from Carding Mill Valley down to Leasowes meadow
was completely dry but the day after the water was running
well. Added together, the rainfall on the 25th and 26th
amounted to 1.08 inches.
In spite of the wet weather the maximum temperature
this August was slightly better than last year: 79.7F (call it
80) compared with 78.8F (call it 79) last year. That was on
the 16th. We had a run of only five consecutive dry days and
a run of four consecutive wet days but it seemed far more
than that. The sun shone on 24 days, either all day or in and
out on showery days. The coldest day was the 26th when the
maximum temperature reached only 57F.
Robert Smart

Supporting one another
ver 100 of our members are in
home or other small groups. These
provide an opportunity to learn in an
informal setting and share questions, doubts, pains and joys.
Typically they begin and end with prayer, as the aim is to
meet with God and acknowledge that we need his help
to live for Him. There might be a song in some groups,
as the aim is to make contact with God and receive from
Him. All groups study the Bible as their main item,
as the truth sets us free, and the teaching of Jesus, we
believe, has transforming power. A time of prayer for
those who wish to pray out loud means the needs of
members can be placed into God’s hands and promises
from His word claimed. Part of the aim of groups is to
support one another with personal needs and also the
work which folks do both in the church and in the world
outside.
Finally, all groups are being urged to let discussion
lead not just to prayer but also to action, led and enabled
by God’s Spirit. Jesus emphasised that hearing must lead
to doing. Discussion was used by Him to enable His
followers to both follow Him better, and then to serve
Him. They also met in homes to practise these principles
and they turned the world upside down in one generation!
We also have discovery groups for those who just want
to explore issues of faith, without the expectations of the
regular groups. So if anybody wants to join a group, do
ask me or Doug Grounds, who oversees the groups and we
can find one that suits.
October 3rd sees our Harvest services: both at All
Stretton at 10.30am with Rev. Chris Walker, (who works
with the homeless), followed by lunch in the village hall;
and at Little Stretton at 3.00pm, preceded by lunch. At
St. Laurence’s, Harvest is on the 10th with Isabel Carter
talking on Climate Care, followed by lunch in the Parish
Centre. Harvest is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on
God’s goodness so all are welcome to come to any of these
events. Ring our office on 724224 for more details.
Richard Hill
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Inner Wheel Coffee Morning Recipe of the Month

O

n 14th August, June and Michael Flower very
kindly opened their house for the Inner Wheel
Club of Church Stretton to hold a Cake Break
Coffee Morning to raise funds for MS.
It was a most successful and different occasion as June had
invited some of the Mayfair Belly Dancers to entertain those
attending as well as the Tai Chi class to do a demonstration in
the garden! Over £500.00 was raised for the charity. The Inner
Wheel would like to thank everyone who came and helped to
make it such a splendid event and to thank June and Michael
especially for hosting it.
Margaret Stokes
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Belly Dancers: Rt to Lt Angela Jones, Mary Reilly,
Jo McAvoy and Sharon Wiggins

Inner Wheel Members Lee Crowhurst, Anne Tipper
and Jill Themans enjoying cakes in the kitchen!

New initiative at the Library

M

embers of the new local history group will be in
Church Stretton Library every Tuesday morning
from 10.30am to 1 pm, commencing on 7th
September. They are on hand to help with any local history
enquires, at any level and however bizarre, ‘What are
winberries?’ ‘How do I start my family history?’ ‘What did
Church Stretton look like in 1900?’, to ‘How many people
lived in Picklescott when my grandfather was alive?’ They
are able to draw on the library resources and contact the
Shropshire Archives to take research further. Local History
in its widest sense, is an exciting absorbing subject and we
are keen to discuss your interest with you and hopefully
open up new avenues.
Please come and see us on Tuesday mornings. Church
Stretton Library, Church Street, SY6 6DQ 01694 722535
Email: churchstretton.library@shropshire.gov.uk
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Home-Made Hash Browns
hy not make your own hash browns, they are much
nicer than the bought ones.
You can turn this recipe into a main dish with the addition
of cooked diced meat, corned beef or even sliced cooked
sausages.
Ingredients:
4 tbsps of olive oil
1 lb cooked potatoes (grated)
1 small onion (chopped)
salt and ground black pepper
a small knob of butter
Method:
Heat the oil in a large heavy-based frying pan until very hot,
then add the butter. Add the potatoes in a single layer, scatter
the onion on top and season well. Cook on a medium heat,
pressing the potatoes down with a spoon or spatula to squash
them together. When nicely browned underneath, turn them
over in sections and fry on the other side until brown and
crispy. Serve with anything or nothing but don’t forget the
tomato sauce.
Three cheers for the good old spud!
‘Her Ladyship’

W

Gardening in October

I

n the greenhouse remove summer crops of tomatoes,
cucumbers, peppers etc as they finish fruiting. Clear
away debris and give everything a thorough clean;
staging, glass and floor. Remove shading and install
insulation. Heaters to be used during winter should be
inspected and tested for safety.
Half hardy plants should come inside. Reduce watering
of established plants. Plant spring flowering bulbs outside
and also in pots for a greenhouse or conservatory.
This month many varieties of apples, pears etc can be
harvested, and pruning of most trees can be undertaken,
aiming to create a bowl effect, ie no over-crowding in the
centre. Remove any diseased or dead wood.
Soft fruit such as gooseberries and currants can be
pruned to create cordons which will carry fruiting spurs next
year. Spread as much compost and leaf mould that you have
accumulated or can obtain.
If you are rearranging herbaceous plants deal with this
task now, saving the outer growth and discarding the old
centre of the clump. Plant out wallflower
plants. Sweet peas can be sown this month
in pots in a greenhouse, well protected from
mice.
Salad leaves will be welcome in winter,
sow lettuce, May Queen, in pots or seed
trays and protect from slugs.
Reduce the frequency of lawn mowing
and keep the grass free from falling leaves.
There is still time to lay new turf.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, 26th October:
Mr David Bates will give a talk on dahlias.
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

What's that Book?
The French Lieutenant's Woman
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RNLI Concert

URC Voice

Saturday 16th October 2010, 7.30 pm at
Church Stretton School
he Little Big Band of Craven Arms is a
group of about 20 amateur musicians who play for fun and to
support community events in Shropshire. They have a talented
jazz singer, Naomi Payne. Their repertoire is a wide range of popular
music: swing, big band music, film and TV themes, ballads, bossa nova,
rock and pop classics.
Since the band started in 2006 its reputation has grown and it is
becoming increasingly busy. If you have not heard it play, now is your
chance. We hope you will find much which appeals to you.
For more information, go to www.toot-sweet.org.uk

An Appetite for Life
henever I go to
the library, I am
drawn like a magnet to the shelf of
discarded books. Seldom do I scan those books
without finding one that I can’t resist buying.
I already have a high regard for the words
of the Chief Rabbi, Sir Jonathan Sacks. He is
such a deeply spiritual man: he is a wise and
compassionate counsellor. I picked out his
book called ‘Celebrating Life’ and I am all the
better for having read it.
The book is a collection of his newspaper
articles and talks on the radio. They are full of
insight into the human condition, and show us
how to find ‘happiness in unexpected places’,
which is a subtitle of the book.
Just one phrase is enough to set you off
on a journey of thought, which will bring you
both spiritual treasure and intellectual delight.
One such phrase for me was the exhortation to
“develop an appetite for life”.
I’d never thought of that before! I have
developed lesser appetites for the likes of
wine, crosswords, poetry and cycling. But this
pointed me to something greater - something
which embraces the lesser into the whole,
and for which the only word I can think of is
GOD.
God is the Great Life-Force that creates and
fills the universe. Developing an appetite for
life, can bring you into touch, or communion
with this Life-Force.
Any good religion will stimulate this
appetite for life, so that people can begin to
enjoy living in God, and flow together with the
Life-Force.
Donald Horsfield

T

Tickets will be
£7.50 each to include
a glass of wine or a soft
drink and entry in a
draw.
Available from:
Burway Books, John
Thomas Florist,
Wright’s, Liz Madeley
(771744), Brenda
Pogson (722912), Brian
and Alison Bradley
(722138) and Richard
and Jill Turner Jones
(724371)

W

RSPB News

Scouts Halloween Disco
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Coming up:
13 October – ‘A Centenary at Venus Pool’, an
illustrated talk by Jim Almond.
7.30pm at the Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre, Craven Arms.
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
16 October – Wildlife walk at Hergest Ridge.
10.00am Meet in small car park at end of
Ridgebourne Road
(Grid reference: SO 278 567)
Morning walk. Bring picnic.
Leader: John Wells 01547-520840
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

StRETTON FOCUS

I

n 2011 the 22nd World Scout Jamboree will be
held in Sweden. The Church Stretton Scouts are
attending and they aim to help other worldwide
Scouts to attend, so the fundraising continues! You may have seen
the Scouts bag-packing over the August Bank holiday weekend at the
Church Stretton Co-op.
The next fundraising activity by the four
intrepid Church Stretton Scouts is a Live Music
Event on 30th October at the Silvester Horne
Institute from 7.30 till late!
So, put on your Hallowe’en glad rags and
prepare for some amazing cover versions from
local band Vladka! Entry £5 on the door. All ages welcome!
David Virden

October 2010

T

he Craven Arms branch
of the RSPB has a
programme of talks and
walks throughout 2010.
Events are 50p to Local Group
Members and £2 to non-members.

21/09/2010 11:06

42 Welcome for New Bishop

O

n Saturday 4th September, the Catholic
congregation at St Milburga’s were very happy to
welcome Bishop Mark Davies, on his first visit to
Church Stretton. He was celebrating the confirmation of
four young candidates during evening Mass. Afterwards,
enjoying refreshments, there was an opportunity for all to
meet and talk with their new Bishop.

Left to right: Father Ambrose Nicholson, Brendan Reidy,
Catriona Virden, Anouska Gwilliam,
Bishop Mark Davies, Blaithin Prosser

Catholic Voice

John Henry Cardinal Newman
n September 19th 2010, on the final
day of the visit of Pope Benedict XVI
to the UK, John Henry Cardinal
Newman, a Victorian scholar, thinker, theologian and poet
was Beatified, and was officially declared a saintly man.
Newman was born in London in 1801 and baptised
into the Church of England. He became a Fellow of Oriel
College Oxford, an Anglican clergyman, a teacher and
a student of Christian history and theology. In 1845 he

O

became a Catholic, and two years later he was ordained
in Rome as a priest, moves that labelled him ‘the most
dangerous man in England’.
Newman returned to England to live in Birmingham.
He used his exceptional gifts in the service of exploring
and defending the Christian faith. He wrote and published
works, hymns, poems and prayers, as profoundly
influential today as ever. He conducted correspondence
worldwide, helping people in their religious difficulties.
He had a passion for education and established the
Maryvale Institute, founded Oratories in Birmingham
and London, a Catholic school in Birmingham and the
Literary and Historical Society at University College,
Dublin.
In 1890, Cardinal Manning wrote, “the history of our
land will hereafter record the name of John Henry Newman
among the greatest of our people, as a confessor for the
faith, a great teacher of men, a preacher of justice, of piety ,
of compassion”.
In 1991, after thorough examination of his life and
work, Newman was declared Venerable. In July 2009, Pope
Benedict and the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in
Rome, recognised the scientifically inexplicable healing of
Deacon Jack Sullivan from a debilitating spinal illness. It
was hailed as a miracle resulting from prayers of intercession
to Cardinal Newman. A second miracle has to occur for
Newman to be Canonised, that is, declared a saint.
Newman is now venerated along with the ‘greats’ of the
English church. It was fitting that the Beatification Mass
took place in Birmingham, in the Archdiocese in which
Newman made his home, celebrated by Pope Benedict who
declares himself a lifelong devotee. The theme for the Papal
visit was ‘Heart speaks unto heart’, 16th C words chosen by
Newman as the motto for his coat of arms, for he believed
that true communication speaks ‘from our heart to hearts of
others around us’.
He is now known as Blessed John Henry Newman; a
man of wisdom and holiness with a passion for truth; a man
esteemed and loved; a man for today.
M Morton

StRETTON FOCUS October 2010

Summer School Fun

T

wenty lucky students who are starting at
Church Stretton School in September
have been enjoying a three-day
Summer School run by the Learning Support
Department. The aim of the Summer School,
organised by Mrs Caroline Blount, is to help
the students become familiar with their new
surroundings before the school opens on
7th September. During the Summer School,
the pupils have joined in with some literacy
and numeracy work and have enjoyed lots of
activities including PE and cooking. They have
also had a chance to learn staff names, the layout
of the school and how the school functions on a
daily basis.
Mrs Blount said, “Moving from a small,
rural primary school into a large secondary school can be
very daunting for young people. We hope to help some
of the less confident pupils to feel more comfortable with
the transition and to feel more a part of the school right

October 2010 mag.indd 22

from the very beginning. This school prides itself on its
caring environment and we want every pupil to feel that
they belong here. We are sure that this will enhance their
learning opportunities”.
John Corfield
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Occasional Advertisements
HENRY’S HOUSE CLEARANCE
- THE BIG TIDY UP!!!

We do:~
Full House Clearance
All Unwanted Household Items
Shed and Yard Clearance
Car and Caravan Removal
Small and Large Van with Driver for Hire
Home & Overseas Work & much, much more!
Call Henry in Clun 24/7 on
01588 640997 or 0797 4554090

Central Garage

E A Downes & Sons Ltd.
MOTs, 3 Wheeler Cars, Mini Buses, Light Commercial

ACCIDENT REPAIRS, 24 HOUR RECOVERY
SERVICE AND REPAIRS
Cambelt Change, Clutches, Diagnostics,
Exhausts Fitted
Ch Stretton 01694 723939, Shrewsbury 01743 368271

PHILIPPA GEE WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD
Independent Financial Advisers
featured in The Times, Telegraph, Independent &
Sunday Times
8 High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 6BU.
Telephone 01694 722 222. www.philippagee.co.uk
Philippa Gee Wealth Management Ltd is an appointed representative of
Paradigm Financial Advisers Ltd, Paradigm House, Brooke Court, Wilmslow,
Cheshire SK9 3ND which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

AJT

GAS & HEATING SERVICES

All Major Building Work Undertaken.

20 years experience.
Shropshire Trade Register Approved.
Fully Insured
Call Paul 01694 781371 or
email paultinsley@tiscali.co.uk
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BRIDGET CAMERON BEd(Hons), MA, NPQH
Tel: 01694 720 044/0845 362 8238 www.peridotassociates.co.uk

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
Industrial & domestic use
Suitable for vehicles,
building equipment, Furniture,
garden equipment, workshop, etc.
Good, dry containers
20 and 40 feet lengths available
in a secure yard with 24 hour access.
HGV parking also available
Tel: 01694 724880
Mob: 07979 817554

Ben Homden

Excavations
Landscaping & paving
Mini digger & driver for hire
Wheel barrow jobs no problem
01743 719904

07812 565684

Longmynd Barn, Netley, Dorrington, SY5 7JY

LOOKING FOR AN INDUSTRIAL
UNIT TO LET ON FLEXIBLE
TERMS?

THEN THE MYND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
IN CHURCH STRETTON IS THE PLACE
FOR YOU!
UNITS FROM 747 TO 2,474 SQ FT
CALL PXP ON 0845 054 0466

Stretton Clearance

All garden and domestic rubbish and
household appliances promptly removed.
Scrap cars bought for cash.
01694 724181 07968 685623

StRETTON FOCUS

PTB Home Extensions Specialist

For practical solutions, experienced advice, consultancy
and coaching contact:

October 2010

Installation, Repairs & Servicing
Gas, LPG, Oil, Solar
Ground & Air Source Heat Pumps
Adrian Turner Heating Engineer
Quarry House, Newcastle, Craven Arms, SY7 8QJ
Tel: 01588 640639 Mob: 07810 645781
Email: Adrianturner66@tiscali.co.uk

PERIDOT

Are you at a crossroads in your life or business?
Do you want a new career but do not know where to start?
Is family harmony something that would mean peace of
mind to you?
Develop your confidence and self-esteem
Achieve your dreams
Manage your life better
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Shopping in The Strettons

This month we are happy to welcome two new shops to the town centre

F

irstly a new look for our much-loved Stretton
Menswear, which will make a lot of local ladies very
happy! The shop has been re-launched as ‘Peppers’ and
will be complementing its existing range of men’s clothing
with a variety of classic ladies’ wear. You may have been
wondering what has been going on at the back of the shop,
and now you can see how the large extension will enable
both groups of customers to be given the personal service
that is characteristic of this wonderful shop.

Next, we hope our readers will take the time to venture
up Burway Road to visit Curiosity Corner, based on the
corner of the building next to the dentist’s surgery.
This shop offers a range of good quality second-hand
furniture at very reasonable prices, as well as items of home
ware such as lamps, curtains (occasionally) and, as the name
would imply, curiosities. It’s quite difficult to encapsulate
the type of goods you will find here, so go along and see for
yourself.

New businesses offer us a range of services

W
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a more community-based practice, and so have opened
their doors to us at 8 High Street (www.philippagee.co.uk),
offering intelligent financial advice including investment
and retirement planning. Philippa often gets asked to help
those who have experienced poor advice from other financial
advisers and prides herself on delivering a truly impartial
service. She doesn’t charge for an initial meeting and likes to
spend some time talking about the level of risk someone is
comfortable with, as she tends to find people want less risk,
not more. So whether you are looking for income or capital
growth, specific advice or general guidance, Philippa Gee
Wealth Management Ltd is available.
Andy Raine, Acupuncturist & Tai Chi teacher, comes
originally from Yorkshire and spent more than 20 years as
a Senior IT Business Consultant before studying Chinese
Medicine at the Northern College of Acupuncture on their
three year full-time ‘Masters level’ degree course.
Andy has been successfully treating patients for five
years, and is currently undertaking research into using
Acupuncture to reduce diabetic neuropathic pain.
At his fully approved Little Stretton Clinic
(www.3treasures.co.uk), Andy offers Acupuncture,
Acupressure, Chinese Massage and health advice based on
holistic principles - he is happy to chat and answer any
questions - just call 723434.
Peridot Associates, also in the High Street (www.
peridotassociates.co.uk) provide consultancy and training
courses in many areas of personal relationships and
interaction, including group counselling, confidence-building,
career advice and much more. It would be impossible to
explain everything that is on offer here, so we recommend our
readers either to look at the website or to pick up one of the
leaflets in the display cases outside the office.
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e chose a couple of years ago to write a short
feature about each of the shops in The Strettons,
in an attempt to encourage our readers to do more
of their shopping locally. We like to think that the series has
led to some surprises for people who thought that everything
here was more expensive than at the big stores or online. We
felt unable, as a small group of volunteer editors, to tackle
the task of writing about every business – some of which we
would be unaware of or would not feel able to comment on
after just a brief contact.
However, we have been made aware of a number of
businesses which have recently opened, and we hope in
future to be able to write just a few sentences about any new
arrivals. Our apologies to existing businesses if they feel hard
done by!
We start with Carl Jones Design, (www.carljonesdesign.
com) who specialise in graphic design, brand creation and
websites. The business started in London in 2001, but Carl
and his wife (also his business partner, who comes from
Shropshire) always planned to move here, and after a brief
sojourn in Church Stretton in 2004 followed by five years
in Shrewsbury they have returned here this year. Their
intention is to become more involved in the community
(they live in Church Stretton and are raising their young
family here), and with this in mind they take on a student
from the school each year.
Next, Philippa Gee, Independent Financial Advisor for
20 years, who grew up in All Stretton and has worked for
many years in the Midlands, gaining an enviable reputation
both locally and nationally – her opinion is quoted on a
regular basis in the national press as well as being featured
on Radio 4, BBC1 and even Richard & Judy! Philippa
and her husband Sean decided that they wanted to have
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14 Putting the Art Exhibition to Bed! “school’s out @ the arts festival”

I
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t is early September as I write this, and I’m still working
to put the exhibition to bed for this year! The Church
Stretton Art and Crafts Exhibition, which is part of our
Arts Festival, is a large undertaking for a small group of
dedicated volunteers and it takes a lot of work to put it on,
keep it running and tidy up afterwards! In the spring I plan
to write an article about the anatomy of the exhibition, so
you can find out how we put it together. For the moment,
however, I want to wrap up the 2010 show and let you know
how we did.
And that’s easy! We did remarkably well. In 2009
we had lots of visitors, but because of the recession they
weren’t buying very much and we had low sales. This year,
the visitors came again (over 1000 of them) and we sold
lots of artwork (73 items out of a total of 642 on show).
We experimented with card and book sales, too, and they
grossed over £850. We’ll definitely be selling cards again next
year.
We are contributing over £2,700 to Arts Festival funds
for 2010. This will help to support those programmes
which are not so profitable, bringing new and interesting
performers and events to Church Stretton.
But it is important to note that we have another nonmonetary purpose in mounting the Art Exhibition. We
want to reach as many people as possible, to show them
the range of talent we have in South Shropshire and inspire
them to try their hand at artistic endeavours. We will be
considering ways to bring more people into the exhibition

next year. How can we make it more accessible? How do
we let people know that it’s on? How can we expose more
people to the visual arts? How do we increase the range of
artwork shown at the exhibition (especially crafts and 3D
artwork)? Who shall we have for a guest artist next year?
If you have any ideas, comments or criticisms, please pass
them on to me (joanarnfield@hotmail.com or
01694 724170).
In conclusion, I must thank our team of wonderful
volunteers and guests for making this Exhibition the best
ever! Mike Gibson and the Long Mynd Camera Club
mounted a spectacular photography display, Sylvia Hudson,
Sue Cooper, Sue Mabbutt and the check-in/check-out
team made everything run smoothly as people brought in
their work for display and collected it afterwards, Sylvia’s
team of artists did a splendid job of hanging the work to
best advantage and all of our spouses worked very, very
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T

his new venture was designed to involve the younger
residents of the Church Stretton area in the annual
local Arts Festival, and proved extremely successful in
all respects.
The 53 participants, whose ages ranged from seven to
sixteen, first met the Coaches on Sunday 1st August and

worked extremely hard to produce a great show four days
later. They sang, they danced and they acted. They both
charmed and impressed a packed audience (not just of
parents and relatives either). But did the young people enjoy
doing it? We asked, and this is the feedback from them.
What do you think?
“Thank you so much for arranging “school’s out”. It was
a great experience and I hope it’s on next year.”
“My favourite part was the dancing, although I loved the
singing as well. My parents thought it was great!”
“Thank you for a brilliant time with all the coaches at
“school’s out”. I would really like to do it again next year so
please will you arrange it for us?”
“I thought it was a really good opportunity to make
friends and have fun!”
“I really enjoyed the experience, I gained new friends,
more confidence in performing, and experience in styles
of performing I hadn’t done much of before I went on the
summer school!”
“I met some really interesting, talented people and had
loads of fun with them!”
“I am so glad I did @School’s Out’, it boosted my
performing confidence so much and I enjoyed it so much,
that I am now considering taking up performing arts in the
future as a career! I would definitely do it again if possible!”
“Many thanks, It was an amazing opportunity and I
hope you come back to my school next year!”
Richard Carter and Liz Strachan
hard in the background. Thanks are also due to Steve Lunt,
headteacher of the school, for opening the exhibition and
to his wonderful site staff who helped us with everything
from carrying display boards to boiling water for coffee!
Steve Acton went even further and found a palm tree for
our Craven Arms Artwalk monkeys to hang in! My final
vote of thanks goes to our guest artist, Alison Holt. Her
textile art stunned all who saw it and her gracious and
co-operative manner charmed everyone who came into
contact with her.
Joan Arnfield, Art and Crafts Exhibition Organiser
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UNA News

L

et the children make a future – was
the title of an inspiring evening run
by the UNA branch to launch the
Haiti project for the next 5 years in the
Strettons and beyond. Inspiring – because
we had as our speaker the Revd. Lord Leslie
Griffiths, who spent the first decade of his ministry and
his marriage living and working in Haiti, and has recently
visited again after the Earthquake. He gave us a harrowing
story of its history, and a wonderful account of its people.
The full text is available and in subsequent articles will refer
to his account.
Meanwhile, we set our minds to win attention and
gather support for our project PAZAPA. The name in
Haitian Creole means, ‘step by step’ though in French,
‘Never alone or Always together’. Its staff and volunteers
have been quietly and purposefully making a difference to
the lives of disabled children in the Jacmel area since 1987.
More than 1750 disabled children who have passed through
PAZAPA, which is both a school and medical facility, have
learned to look beyond their limitations towards futures of
bright possibility.

Our future travel options

S

tretton Climate Care enjoyed a successful Low Carbon
Homes Open Day on Saturday 21st August when seven
homes in the Strettons area were opened to the public
to share learning and ideas. Visitors were very appreciative
of this opportunity and some came from as far afield as
Cheshire and Liverpool. The community bus was well used
as a means of travelling between the homes.
Their next meeting will be on Wednesday November
3rd when the speaker will be Dr Chris Endacott of Gfleet
Services. The title of his talk will be: ‘Can’t Pay, Won’t Pay’,
covering the challenging subject of our future travel options
assuming oil prices continue to rise. Will we be able to
afford to travel in the future unless we radically improve

S
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strengths and their weaknesses and ministers are no
exception.
How then does the Methodist Church go forward and
fulfil its ministry in Church Stretton? After the ‘getting
to know you’ period; meetings when we share with Hazel
what we have been doing in the past, how we do things
now and who does what, she will probably give us a few
thoughts on where she thinks she can help us continue or
expand these areas and what she might like us to try.
No doubt our services will be different; we’re used
to this in Methodism. We don’t have the same preacher
or team of people taking services each Sunday and each
person does things slightly differently. We’ll learn new
hymns and worship songs. We may have more dramatic
readings: we’ll have to wait and see.
However things progress one thing is certain – we’re
all in it together. We’ll all have to adapt and we’ll all be
praying for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, otherwise
everything we do will be in vain.
Ann Cooke
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eptember has always been a month
of new beginnings for me. Not only
was it the beginning of a new school
year but also the Methodist year. This year
we welcomed a new minister (Rev Hazel
Ratcliffe) to Church Stretton Methodist manse again and
Methodism in this area is facing restructuring.
New beginnings give us the opportunity to assess present
situations and make changes for the better – we hope.
Sometimes it quickly becomes obvious that further changes
are necessary. Most of us are not fond of change especially
when it affects our comfortable way of life. We don’t want
to change, but change we must if we are to grow and keep
up with society. So what about our attitude to ministry? A
new minister means a new ministry for the church; each
and every member. What do we expect our minister to be
and do? When compiling a profile of the type of minister
they wanted, a church was told “The Angel Gabriel is not
available”! We have to be realistic, all humans have their

the efficiency of transport or change its energy source? It’s
a topic that will impact on all of us and is sure to provoke
some lively debate.
Chris is a co-founder of Gfleet Services Ltd, based
in Shrewsbury. The company works with organisations
wishing to reduce the environmental, social and financial
cost of transport. With a background in environmental
biology, Chris has considerable experience in developing
sustainable transport policies. All are welcome. The venue
is St Laurence’s Parish Centre, Church Stretton at 7.30pm
on November 3rd. Dr Endacott’s talk will be followed by a
short AGM and refreshments. For further information
Isabel Carter 722296)
www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk
email: info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk
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Methodist Voice

Their building was completely destroyed on 12th January
2010, there are hundreds of disabled children in outlying
districts needing help, and so much resource is needed beyond
the immediate disaster crisis. If you want to know more or
help in any way please contact the Project Leader at 725530 or
noelandsuzanne@dsl.pipex.com
Noel Beattie
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Arts Festival News

B
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y the time you read this, the Festival will be a distant
memory, but it’s not too late to give a huge thank you
to everybody who helped to make 2010 probably the
most successful Festival ever, so where do we start? Firstly, we
thank you, the audiences who came in such large numbers,
with many people coming to event after event, leading to
several full houses. Then we have to thank the providers of
the venues, our own school, Concord College and several
local churches, plus all the performers at the Coffee Concerts
and Organ Recitals. Next come our sponsors, who support
us so generously and without whose help over the years
the Festival could not have continued. Then there are all
the people and businesses who display our banners, posters
and so on, ensuring that nobody can miss the Festival, plus
the County Library Service and the Information Centres,

planning. The brochures and flyers had already been
printed when the theatre company booked for the middle
Saturday had to pull out. Luckily, the Midland Youth Jazz
Orchestra, with Jacqui Dankworth, were available and
came to the rescue. Then, with less than a week to go, Ann
Widdecombe was called into hospital. Luckily, the same
agents suggested Tony Benn, so the day was again saved.
But it turned out to be a wonderful programme with a
good balance between serious classical events and quite a
few more accessible ones. In addition to our mainstream
concerts, there were six coffee concerts and three organ
recitals in our local churches, all free and all very well
attended, plus a very successful Art and Crafts Exhibition
(see separate feature).
We were delighted to have five ‘sell outs’ but this did
mean that there were many people waiting
desperately for cancellations or returns. There
is a way to avoid this, by becoming a Friend of
the Festival. This gives you priority booking,
before the tickets are available to the public, and
reserved seating. All this comes at the cost of
£5.00 for an individual or £7.50 for a couple,
a tiny sum for guaranteed seats and peace of
mind. Gloria Carter, on 01694 724106, would
welcome your phone call.
Finally, just to whet your appetites, a brief
mention of the 2011 Festival. Ann Widdecombe
will definitely be joining us and we hope to
feature opera as our closing event. More details
in future articles. Our AGM, to be held in
the SHI on 18th October will conclude with
the draw for Tanner’s Claret. We would be
delighted to welcome you. Thanks again for
everybody’s support.
George Roby.

taking our brochures to all of Shropshire and
neighbouring counties, coupled with the help
given by John Thomas and our Information
Centre with ticket sales. Next we must
acknowledge the help given by the families
who host many of our performers, luckily a
very enjoyable task. Lastly, thanks are due
to everyone who created and contributed to
‘school’s out’, the coaches, their buddies and,
above all, the children, all 53 of them, who
met for the first time on a Sunday, rehearsed
for only four days and gave us an excellent
performance on the Wednesday. That also
gave us a chance to meet the parents, many of
whom were probably not regular Festival-goers
and whom we hope to welcome in future years.
Nobody attending the events could
have guessed at the traumas involved in the

Photos: John Arnfield

Dorrington Players Play Reading

T

he Dorrington Players will be holding a play reading on Wednesday 6th October at 7.30pm in All Stretton Village
Hall Committee Room. The play will be the delightful ‘Never too late for love’ written by the Players’ own Jean
Bulley. All are welcome, and admission is free.
Advance Notice that the DPs’ well-known director Jim Rossell will present his production of the hilarious theatrical
thriller ‘Murder In Play’ by Simon Brett at the Silvester Horne Institute on 18th, 19th & 20th November.
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