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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meeting

1 Sunday

Garden Party at Egremont Farm,
Cake stall, Tombola, Grand Raffle
Sorry no dogs please. All proceeds are in aid
of Leukaemia Research.
2pm-5pm Egremont Farm Longville

3 Tuesday

Church Stretton Tree Group
Family Event – Summer Woodland Fun. Free.
Advance booking essential
on 01694 723208.
10.00am - 12 noon Rectory Wood

Church Stretton Library
Space themed story and craft session for
4 - 11 year olds, Please come along and
book in at the library. 2.30-3.30pm

4 Wednesday
National Trust

“Tangle and the Firesticks”- Create woodland
homes on Wenlock Edge Bring a picnic £2
Booking Essential 722631 11.00am-3:00pm

See Page 38

6 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Churches Together in the Strettons
Prayers for Peace
Drop in anytime between 10am -2.30pm
Methodist Church

7 Saturday

Dorrington Horticultural Society
82nd Annual Show
Exhibits available for viewing
at 2.30pm Dorrington Village Hall

9 Monday

Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care
Garden Party - by kind invitation of Mike and
Hilary Hymas
2.30pm Yeld House, Church Stretton

Photo: Yvonne Beaumont
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On in the Strettons in August

3

gular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

10 Tuesday

Church Stretton Library
Space themed story and craft session for
4 - 11 year olds,. Please come along and
book in at the library. 2.30-3.30pm

11 Wednesday
National Trust

Whinberry picking - Pacing the Pike! A
walk to explore Bodbury Bronze Age hill fort
and up onto Haddon Hill £2. Booking not
needed.11.00am-3.00pm Meet Chalet Pavilion, CMV See Page 35

12 Thursday

Shooting Stars, The Perseid Shower
Introductory explanation in the Chalet
Pavilion, Then outside. Booking Essential
722631 £6.50.
8.00-12.00pm. See Page 38

13 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

16 Monday

Mayfair/National Trust
‘Batches and Hollows of the Mynd’ by
Malcolm Loft (NT Warden) Pictures and bus
tour. Fully accessible transport. £8 (book at
Mayfair) inc tea and cakes.
2.00 – 4.00pm Mayfair

Mayfair Community Centre
Jumping & Training Technique Demonstration
by J.P Daker
Adults £5 Under 16’s £2.50 Inc tea & cake.
Proceeds to Mayfair, First Responder and
Air Ambulance.
2.30pm Bow House ( Bishops Castle)

See Page 17

Stretton Climate Care
Open Homes Day
8 Low Carbon Homes in the Strettons on show
1.30 – 5.30pm

See Page 5

Ticklerton Folk Dance
8.00 pm till late Ticklerton Village Hall

25 Wednesday
National Trust

Pond dipping . £2. Booking not needed.
11:00am – 12:30pm or 2.00pm – 3.30pm
Meet at the Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill
Valley

See Page 38

27 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

28, 29, 30 Saturday-Monday
Teas to Please

2-6 pm Little Stretton Church

See Page 37

28 Saturday

CS and District Gardening Club
Annual Summer Show
Open to the public from 2.30pm.Admission
by donation SHI

31 Tuesday
UNA

Haiti – its people, culture and future
Lord Leslie Griffiths
7.00 for 7.30pm Methodist Church

3 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Focus Inbox - (see page 5)

17 Tuesday

PACT Surgery
With PC Sean Bailey
4.00pm CS Library

All Stretton Women’s Institute

18 Wednesday
National Trust

See Page 38

20 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

21 Saturday

Rocks make the Landscape the Geology of Wenlock Edge. Guided walk.
£5. Booking Essential 722631
10:00am - 1:00pm

See Page 38
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Pond dipping . £2. Booking not needed.
11:00am – 12:30pm or 2:00pm – 3:30pm
Meet at the Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill
Valley

August 2010

Graphology by Anne Cummings
7.30pm AS Village Hall
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SummerFest
All for FREE, the Chamber of Trade hosted its second SummerFest on Saturday 19th June,
and what a day!

R
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esidents and visitors thronged our
tiny town which was decorated
with hundreds of large yellow
balloons, flags, metres of bunting and
15 themed banners designed and prepared
by Andrew especially for the event.
The atmosphere was exhilarating, traders’ and visitors’ stalls
throughout the town, roving groups of young people in
costumes, performing street art, car parks taken over by bands,
dancers, classic cars, bikes, steam engines and tractors. Mayfair
hosted the Halfway House Male Voice Choir, model train
exhibition, Stretton Stompers and craft workshops, whilst
Co-op staff organised a Mayfair ‘bath push’.
The Parish Centre complemented Rectory Field with family
activities, music and food and in Rectory Field, itself a mass of
people, parents with children (their dogs came too) enjoyed the
soft play area, the programme of events including Taiko Drumming, Stretton School of Dance and Drama, Stretton School
Street Beatz, bands, face and tattoo painting.
It was particularly pleasing to see so many Scouts,
Guides and young people all raising funds for their
individual projects, ‘soak the scout’ for example.
Information stalls featured the Arts Festival, Scrappies
Children’s Scrapstore, RNLI, Climate Care, the Golf
Club, SSAFA, National Trust and our newly-formed
local History Group. Rotary displayed and demonstrated
their emergency ShelterBox which is used worldwide in
disaster areas.
A new feature this year was the Midland Gliding Club’s
air activity section in Burway Road, with their gliding
simulator and Gerry’s gyrocopter. Vernon Kerswell
(‘Dragon’s Den’) demonstrated his range of flying
helicopters and Tim Goodwin displayed a selection of
flying model aircraft.
The evening musical event in Rectory Field was a huge
success. Everyone enjoyed 10K Runner, Smoke Feathers
and our local singer Katie Lewis with her new band The Custard
Connection.

The very popular Bedouin Shiver gave an additional
impromptu performance, to the delight of the crowds.
SummerFest was backed by many enthusiastic volunteers,
from scouts who erected marquees and the ladies who
fed everyone in sight, to the car marshals in Russells Meadow working to a military precision system devised by Guy.
The Chamber of Trade acknowledge with thanks the unstinting support given; Focus for continuous publicity during the
preceding months and the lovely front cover feature; John Corfield photography; Houghs and the Footballers for food
during the day and evening; Round Table who ran the bar; Bob Welch, Peter Dunhill, Peter Reiph and Gordon Cooper who
undertook signage and the unenviable task of health and safety.
The Planning Team consisted of Jane van Doesburg, John Gott, Eric Brown, Bob Welch, Peter Relph, Stuart Wright,
Richard Pepper, Martin Huszak, Guy Sjogren, Don Rogers, Andrew Middleton, Martin Musker, Reg Roberts and
John Chambers-Ross. It was great to see the town so alive – Church Stretton at its very best. If anyone would like to be part
of this great community initiative in the future, please do get in touch.
Eileen Roberts (01694 720086)
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In our Inbox

Outdoor Depot

he Stretton Focus Editors deal with up to 75 items
from contributors arriving by e-mail every month.
These are the lifeblood of Stretton Focus and there
would be no magazine without them. About 25 of these are
‘regular’ items, some of which are written by different people
each month – the ‘Voices’ for example. The others may
be items of news, notices of forthcoming events or items
of interest, and, of course, letters. The Editors take turns
monthly to respond to e-mailed contributions and to allocate
them to members of the team for editing and formatting
“Yes, - and...” you may be forgiven for thinking.
Well, every e-mail has a field for a title or heading which
gives the recipient an indication of the nature of its content,
which is very useful. But useful to whom? Heading your
e-mail “Focus Article” or “Item for Stretton Focus” is very
useful to the sender, as it stands out quite clearly from their
list of Sent Items, but sometimes our ‘Editor@strettonfocus’
inbox looks like the picture on Page 3 of this issue, with
many of the emails headed the same. Not so useful for the
editorial team!
May we put in a plea to all who send in items for
publication by e-mail to give it a clear title eg ‘Charity Fun
Run’ or ‘Christmas Fair’. This will be of immense help. And
if you want your event included in the What’s On pages,
could you please add “and WO” to your title. We usually
pick these up, but doing this will make sure it isn’t missed.
Finally, please keep your contributions coming. We
frequently hear how good Stretton Focus is, and that’s a
reflection of the lively community in which we live. It is that
community’s members – YOU – who make our Stretton
Focus.

hose of you who enjoy outdoor pursuits – and who
wouldn’t, in an area like this – will be delighted to
hear that the Outdoor Depot is going from strength
to strength. The new owner has made a few changes, though.

T

T

5

There are different brands of outdoor wear, featuring some
more technically advanced clothing - including the ‘Rolls
Royce’ of outdoor wear, Paramo. In addition there is a wider
range of boots and shoes, with a custom boot fitting service
including measurements not only of length and width but
also of arch length, which is vital to ensuring that the boot
bends in the right place.
Watch strap replacement is still on the menu, and the
increased space created by the interior re-ordering means
that you can spend a happy time just browsing. So call in
and see – something will surely take your fancy!

www.strettonclimatecare.org.uk
email: info@strettonclimatecare.org.uk
tel: 0752 849 3181

M
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You can buy the entry leaflet, which costs just £2 per
family or household and enables you to visit any or all of
the homes, from Plush Hill Cycle shop in the Market Place,
Church Stretton from mid August, and on the day itself from
a Stretton Climate Care stall in the Market Place, or in any of
the open homes. Look out for posters outside homes near you.
Parking is not easy at several of the homes and in the
spirit of low carbon living, we would encourage you not to
use your cars if possible. Walk, hop on a bike, book a bike
for hire from Plush Hill Cycles, or share cars. You can also
join a group cycling around together, leaving the Market
Place at 2.15pm. We have also arranged for the community
bus to leave the Market Place at 2.00pm to travel to Acton
Scott Farm and homes in Little Stretton, returning around
3.45pm. It will depart again at 4.00pm from the Market
Place towards Wall and Caradoc. All seats £1 per trip.
The leaflet has details of all the homes and a map to
help you find them. Each home will have useful information
sheets and a few will provide tea and cakes. Don’t miss
this great opportunity to learn, be inspired and have fun
exploring the Strettons.
For further information, please contact:
Publicity Officer, Isabel Carter (01694 722296)

August 2010

Low Carbon Homes - Open Day
ost of us have enjoyed an ‘open gardens’
somewhere. Memories of summer afternoons,
meeting up with friends, an opportunity to look
into other people’s private places: “Look at that, what a
good idea. We could try something similar.” “I’d never have
thought of doing that, but it does make me think about how
we could adapt the idea ourselves.”
Stretton Climate Care are doing something similar,
but instead of opening up gardens, they are opening up
homes. On Saturday 21st August this year, eight homes in
and around the Strettons are opening their doors to share a
variety of ideas on energy efficiency and low carbon living.
The ideas range from innovative approaches to insulation,
electric bikes and cars, rainwater harvesting to solar water
and photovoltaic panels. It’s a great opportunity to look
around, get ideas and advice from ordinary folk who have
tried out different ways of making their carbon footprints
smaller.
The homes include Acton Scott Farm, home of Tom
Acton (of Victorian Farm fame), and an off-grid cottage with
wind turbine under Caradoc. Homes are open from 1.30pm
to 5.30pm on Saturday 21st August.

16/07/2010 11:34

Escape in Time

O

bored and decided to chase away all the rabbits whilst the
film crew were setting up the first shot and the cameras were
pointing in the opposite direction.
Fortunately we had anticipated that
there might be a scarcity of rabbits once
the cameras turned up so we had arrived
an hour earlier in order to ensure we had
something to take back with us for the
main task which was to joint the rabbits.
After an hour’s filming and numerous
empty burrows we decided to have one last
go on the way back to our vehicles so that
the two dads who were competing in the
task could at least see how it was done. Just
as the cameras were being packed away,
rabbits started to appear from everywhere!
The crew rapidly re-focussed and got the
shots they wanted, which meant we could
all go back to the cottage at Acton Scott
for the main part of the challenge.
One of the dad’s was vegetarian, but he entered
wholeheartedly into the task of jointing the rabbit, having
watched Bob demonstrate how it should be done. Overnight
it was cooked, and next morning both families had a taste:
they were pleasantly surprised at how nice it was. Needless to
say, Inca and Maggi were there to clean up the leftovers!
I took the opportunity to speak to some of the crew

Note: ‘Escape in Time’ was shown on BBC2 throughout July,
having been rescheduled several times prior to that. I had been
informed that it was finally due to air in September, hence
this article did not appear in July’s Focus. Sorry if you missed
it, but watch out for the repeats – they’re sure to happen.
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and both families, all of whom sang the praises of the area
and said they would love to return.
The series will undoubtedly bring a whole new raft
of tourists to the area, and hopefully will benefit local
businesses. Acton Scott Historic Working Farm is all geared
up to welcome visitors, and many of the tasks shown on the
programme can be seen or tried out whilst there.
It was Ben Fogle’s first visit to South Shropshire: he
loved the hills and scenery and said it was one of the
loveliest places he had ever been. High praise indeed from
a man who has travelled throughout the world.
Hilary Jones

August 2010

nce again the Church Stretton area found itself
starring in a popular BBC2 series, albeit on children’s
television this time around. During the glorious,
sunny September of 2009 Lion TV
returned to the Acton Scott Estate
to film ‘Escape in Time’, a spin-off
programme from the hugely successful
‘Victorian Farm’ series. Having
advertised for families to take part in a
challenge where they would have to go
back in time and spend a week carrying
out a number of tasks using only the
tools and materials available in Victorian
times, they duly arrived back at Acton
Scott. Each week, for four weeks, two
families (mum, dad and two children)
competed against each other, being
judged and scored by individual experts
on how well they carried out each task.
With the original Victorian Farm
presenters, Alex Langlands, Peter Ginn and Ruth Goodman
tied up with new filming commitments, it fell to Lion TV and
the BBC to find a suitable presenter, and the ever-popular Ben
Fogle was only too happy to oblige. A number of the original
experts from Victorian Farm were brought back to demonstrate
their skills, along with some of the resident demonstrators from
Acton Scott Historic Working Farm. The Acton family helped
devise some of the tasks and kept a watchful eye on proceedings
throughout.
It was quite an eye-opener for the families, having to
perform everyday tasks without the aid of mechanisation or
electricity, and there were more than a few blisters along the
way. I spoke to the two mums who had been tasked with
doing the laundry by hand and they were both exhausted
and rather hand-sore. Other tasks involved mucking out
pigs, shepherding, dressing poultry and rabbits, making
bread, basket-weaving, spinning, cider making, ploughing,
butter making, hay making … and many more.
I was lucky enough to witness some of the filming during
the final week as my husband, Bob Jones, and his father Doug
were asked if they would demonstrate catching and jointing
rabbits. We met up with the film crew on the Long Mynd
(having first gained permission to do so from the National
Trust!), and shortly afterwards Ben Fogle turned up with his
beloved dogs, Maggi and Inca. It fell to Bob’s mum and me to
look after the two delightful canines whilst the filming took
place (after having the obligatory photograph taken in order
to impress family and friends: Aunty Hilary is now officially
“Cool” in the eyes of her young nephews who are big fans of
Ben). Ben’s dogs were far better behaved than my two who got

7
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Parents’ Corner

K

eeping our children entertained during the long summer
Trilobites! Dinosaurs! Fossils and Fun on August 20th.
Visit Shropshire Wildlife Trust for a fabulous fossil fun
holidays can be quite tiring - here are a few ideas of
day. We’ll be making replicas of real Shropshire Fossils, crafting
activities going on locally that might take their fancy.
Silurian Sea creatures and, of course, we’ll have some real ‘live’
fossils for you to look at too! 10.30am-12.30pm, £4.00 per
child.
Annual Ironbridge Coracle Regatta on 30th August
An annual event which attracts coraclers from all over the
country. Sprint races, relays, the highly competitive coracle
polo match and other daft games, plus stalls, other activities
and the chance to have a go yourself. 12noon-4.30pm. It’s
held at Dale End Park, Coalbrookdale, Ironbridge TF8 7DR
August crafts
Make a simple sailing boat….
You will need:
• A wide plastic lid (like the lid from a margarine tub)
• A drinking straw
• Heavy weight paper
• Kids’ scissors
• A hole punch
• Crayons, markers, and/or stickers
• A small wad of play dough
• Cut a triangle out of the heavy weight paper – this is
going to be the sail, so decorate it with crayons, pens
and stickers. Punch three holes along the edge of one
of the long sides of the triangle and then weave the
drinking straw through the holes to make the mast.
Put a small wad of the play dough in the middle of the
inside of the plastic lid and then push the end of the
drinking straw into the dough. Instant sailing boat!
Or make a summery sunflower…
You will need:
• 1 small plain paper plate
• Paper towel tube
• Green paper (1 sheet)
• Yellow paper (a few sheets)
• Scissors
• Pencil
• Sellotape
• Glue
• Stapler
• Sunflower seeds (a small handful)
To make the stem of the flower, cover the paper towel
tube with glue and then wrap the green paper all around it.
Take the yellow paper and trace about six of a child’s hand
prints on the paper. Cut them out and glue them on to the
One of the highlights of August is visiting the
paper plate making sure that it is totally covered. Put a small
Burwarton Show in Cleobury North near Bridgnorth,
layer of glue in the middle of the flower and sprinkle on the
which is on 5th August this year. This one day agricultural
sunflower seeds. Staple the flower head onto the stem. Make
show has something for everyone - cattle, sheep, goats,
an entire bouquet for a lovely present!
horses and ponies, heavy horses, tradestands, shopping,
crafts, conservation, plus main ring entertainment
8.30am–7.00pm.
There is to be a pre-Christmas sale of crafts at Mayfair Jubilee
A guaranteed fabulous day out for all the family - see you
Room on Tuesday 7th December. The proceeds will go to a
there! See www.burwartonshow.co.uk
charity of any participant’s choice.
Every Monday throughout August - Funday Mondays
Many people specialise in one particular craft, but do not
are being held in the Square in Shrewsbury Town Centre produce enough of the commodity to justify a one-man stall or
from 10am-4pm .We haven’t been to one ourselves but this a outlet for it. This sale offers the individual an opportunity to
free event and well worth checking out if you’re in town.
display their craft whilst also helping to raise funds for charity,
And a few others…
and hopefully offers inspiration for Christmas presents.
Pond dipping on August 18th at Cardingmill Valley ….
If anyone would like to join us in this enterprise we would
Dip into the stream to find out what’s lurking under the be delighted to hear from you, so please phone on 01694
rocks. Look under the microscope to make it 20 times as big! 724866 when we will look forward to hearing from you.
Times are 11am or 2pm £2.
Elspeth Keeling-Howard and Kate Montgomery.
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Strategic Investment in Church Stretton

S

hortly before its demise, the South Shropshire District
Council conceded that there had been strategic underinvestment in Church Stretton over several decades.
In partial atonement, it bequeathed some funding for the
new Sports and Leisure Centre. So, it is very good news
that, following lobbying from this town council and others,
Shropshire Council has recognised that market towns have a
key role to play in the economic regeneration of the county
in these straitened financial times.
Shropshire Council has committed itself to a major
‘Transformation Programme’, focusing on the three
priorities of Enterprise and Growth, Healthy, Safe and
Confident Communities and Protecting and Enhancing
the Environment. At the same time, it has launched a
Market Towns Revitalisation Programme, founded on a
commitment to devolve more resources and responsibility,
particularly to key town councils.
Leaving aside the sub-regional centre of Shrewsbury, it has
identified six towns which play an important sub-strategic role
in the county – Oswestry, Market Drayton and Whitchurch
in the north and Bridgnorth, Ludlow and Church Stretton in
the south. Although smaller than the others, Church Stretton
is included because of its central role in re-invigorating

the whole Shropshire Hills area.
Representatives of these six towns
will meet with unitary councillors
and Shropshire Council officers in a
Market Town Reference Group.
It is proposed that small task
groups of unitary and town councillors
and other community representatives
be set up in each town to develop projects with access to £2.5m
capital, to be matched by other funding. Other smaller towns in
the county will be given access to a £0.5m Market Town Capital
Challenge Fund.
In Church Stretton, it is proposed that the Strettondale
Local Joint Committee and the Church Stretton Area
Partnership discuss appropriate local partnership
arrangements. This Market Town Revitalisation Programme
provides an exciting opportunity for this town and
surrounding area. The council hopes that many local residents
will want to opt in to shaping the local plans and initiatives.
Please get in touch with the Town Clerk, if you wish to
be involved.
Cllr Bob Welch
Town Mayor

Anglican Voice
experienced healing in a variety of forms.
Back in the Strettons we are planning an open air service
With summer here, we have
on
Sunday
12th September on Russell’s Meadow (the sports
been seeking to make the most of the
field)
at
11.05am,
followed by the usual fun day activities
opportunities provided. A Pet Service
of
bouncy
castle,
BBQ,
face painting, games (even cricket!).
is being held on Sunday 1st August at
The
worship
will
be
led
by a band from my last parish called
4.00pm in the Rectory Field. Please bring your own pets,
‘The
Reign’
who
have
a
website
and have produced CD’s.
but may I just say, for insurance purposes, each person is
The
night
before
(Saturday
11th
September) they will be
responsible for the actions of their own pet! People may just
playing
at
a
major
event
targeted
at youth, but to which all
come and go but we expect the service to last about half an
are
welcome,
in
the
newly
refurbished
St. Laurence’s, which
hour. We hope to provide light refreshments (i.e. squash)
will
be
a
good
opportunity
to
see
the
new
facilities being put
afterwards.
through
their
paces!
People
may
come
and
go at any time at
About 40 people are going to a holiday convention
both
events.
called ‘New Wine’, at Shepton Mallet in Somerset, with a
‘Teas to Please’ will be at All Saints, Little Stretton, over
number of young people going to ‘Soul Survivor’. These
the
August
Bank holiday (see elsewhere in Focus). Come and
events are known for inspiring worship, Bible-based teaching
enjoy
a
very
nice tea.
relating God and His activity to our lives, and the working
Much
richly
to enjoy!
of the Holy Spirit. Every year there are reports of how
Richard Hill
folks have been profoundly touched by God, and many

Enjoying the Summer
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What’s that book?
......by Anne Walters

1. A Boston crab is a term from
which sport?
2. Including the cue ball, how
many balls are used in the game
of snooker?
3. Which chess piece is also called
a castle?
4. Which US tennis player won the
Men’s singles at Wimbledon in
1981, 1983 & 1984?
5. What is another name for
skittles?

August 2010

Trivia Corner No 81 by
Ken Willis

16/07/2010 11:34
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Mayfair News
Volunteers’ Thank You Party

Anyone interested in joining
the team is most welcome - please
call the Mayfair Community
Centre, Church Stretton, and ask
for Angela Jones to find out more.
Tel 722077.

‘An Eventful Summer!’

There are many unusual and interesting events coming
up this summer which will help to raise funds for Mayfair.

Jumping & Training Technique Demonstration
Doreen and her horse, Rossie, have a joint 100th
birthday (no, we’re not telling you ages, but together they
add up to 100 years and still ride out together).
To celebrate, Doreen is organising a fund raising event at
In June, the Mayfair Community Centre held its annual
Bow House (Nr Bishops Castle) where she stables her horse.
party to thank the volunteers who help at the Centre. This year J.P Daker, who is a well known rider, will give show jumping
there was an afternoon tea party complete with homemade
and dressage demonstrations.
cakes prepared by staff and the trustee team as well as a musical
The event will take place at Bow House, near Bishops
accompaniment by volunteers, John Garret and Mike Pickering. Castle on Saturday 21st August at 2.30pm.
Over 80 volunteers attended this relaxed and sociable occasion
The £5 entry (£2.50 for under-16s) will include tea and
when Mayfair says a special thank you to its volunteers.
cakes. All proceeds will go to Mayfair Community Centre,
First Responder & Air Ambulance.

Dorrington Annual Show
Mayfair will have a stall selling plants, handmade cards,
books & home made preserves/biscuits at the show which
takes place on Saturday 7th August from 2-5pm

Continued on page 18..........
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Cycling from London to Paris
‘The Mad Women’, Marion Murdoch and Jan Reeve will
be attempting to cycle from London to Paris in September
and this amazing ride should take four days. Please drop
into Stretton Print, Mayfair or the Physiotherapy Clinic to
sponsor them.
Marion and Jan will be paying all their own travel fees
and expenses.
Proceeds will go to the following:
65-70% Mayfair Community Centre
30-35% Revive MS Support

August 2010

Over 280 volunteers are registered, helping in many
different ways: driving, leading walks, playing in the crèche,
helping with youth club and Day Care, washing up and making
sandwiches, leading workshops and coaching individuals,
administration, visiting people in their own homes, advising
on aids and adaptations, organising events and fundraising and
so much more. Mayfair believes that it is the volunteers who
make it such a special place - not only giving their time and
skills but their good humour, kindness and friendship. This year
there were nine volunteers who were awarded 10 year badges in
appreciation for their long standing service and support.

Walking around Mont Blanc
Charles Simmonds (Mayfair Trustee) will be walking a
circuit of Mont Blanc in August and is looking for sponsors
to raise funds for Mayfair Community Centre. The tour
of Mont Blanc is a beautiful walk through outstanding
scenery around the highest mountain in the Alps. It starts at
Chamonix and goes anti clockwise from France to Italy, to
Switzerland and back to Chamonix. It takes 10 days, covers
120 miles and crosses 12 major passes with ups and downs of
33,000ft. It’s roughly equivalent of climbing Snowdon every
day for 10 days! Charles, at the age of 78, is probably getting
soft in the head to attempt a walk like this (his knees are not
too frisky either) so give him encouragement by sponsoring
him for Mayfair. Charles, who is paying his own expenses,
hopes to phone a progress report daily to Mayfair.
Sponsor forms are at Mayfair Community Centre.
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Mayfair News

.......continued from page 17

Sunday Lunches at Mayfair
Jo Jackson will be offering Traditional Sunday Lunches
at Mayfair Community Centre, with home cooked food, on
Sunday 15th August from 12noon - 2pm.
2 courses will cost £8.95 and 3 courses, £10.95.
Tea & Coffee will be included.
Bring your own drinks, if you wish, and glasses will be
provided.
Please book in advance, through Mayfair (722077).

Mayfair Lottery
results for June
£100
£20

498		
591		

£50
£10

628
33

Focus on Faith
Living with Myths
In everyday language, a myth is something that is simply
not true. But then, the question arises ‘What is truth?’ And
there is no final answer to that question. The full truth about
everything is deeper and wider than the human mind can grasp.
If something is a ‘myth’, it is obviously not true in any literal or
objective sense. But myth can be true in other ways. Myth comes in
story form, like a parable. But who would say that the parables of
the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son were not true?
They are not even meant to be true in a literal sense, but
they are full of ‘spiritual truth’.
Myth has been defined as “an art form that points
beyond historical fact, to what is timeless in human
existence”. And so it is a mistake to regard myth as being the
opposite of truth. Rather, myth is often a way of conveying
truth which cannot be told in any other way.
The truth conveyed by myth is the only way of talking
about God. God is not an object or a person somewhere in
creation, capable of being scientifically investigated, and the

result set down in a
form that is literally
and objectively true.
Any recorded conversations with God cannot possibly
be literally true. But they can be spiritually true, and indeed,
life-transforming.
Much of the Bible’s message is conveyed in this kind of
truth. You don’t have to force yourself to say that you believe
all the stories in the Bible are literally true.
In fact, the Christian faith is not about saying you
believe in any set of words, be they doctrines, creeds or
scriptures. The Christian faith is a personal experience of
discovering spiritual truth.
It is God’s Spirit communicating with your spirit, and revealing
to you the truth that you are a child of God, and loved by God.
So don’t be put off by thinking you have to believe the
incredible to be a Christian. Learning to live with myths you
can come to “know the truth, and the truth will set you free”.
Donald Horsfield

Nothing New under the Sun: Coppice Leasowes
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P

ress reports that 500 houses
are to be built in our area
jerked many to their feet and
make their views known. ‘Public
Consultations’ was the sceptically received message. Shropshire
Council presented maps and plans showing the ‘available’ open
spaces. By the end of one public meeting one map had been
amended and annotated so much it was barely comprehensible.
Land and the changes to its allocated use have inspired
subtle strategies, raised emotional energies, sometimes to the
point of violence, throughout all our recorded history. Land
always has been a controlling factor of our lives, whether it
was the right to collect firewood, graze animals, to grow crops
in our cottage gardens, or to build our homes and workplaces.
A coppice is one such example of controlled land use.
In a coppice, the trees are periodically cut down to almost
ground level. That results in new long straight shoots that can
be harvested for a multitude of uses. Buildings, bean poles,
charcoal and fence posts are a few examples. Harvesting is
repeated every few years according to the local needs.
Coppices had to be fenced off for a period of three, five
or seven years after harvesting to prevent cattle, sheep and
goats grazing the new shoots to allow them to develop into
the mix of sizes of timber that were thought to be needed.
Fencing the land inhibited graziers’ access. A grazier does
not have the same priorities as the wealthy landowner, or the
Crown who also controlled the use of land. You can rightly
imagine that there were heated arguments, violent struggles
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and even bribes influencing the decisions made.
Coppice Leasowes straddles the A49 just north of the
park. It is no longer a coppice in the true sense as there is
no coppice management plan in place, although there are a
couple of trees that show signs of pollarding and coppicing.
In 1998 it became the first area owned by a Parish or Town
Council ever to be designated a Local Nature Reserve.
In 1925, when the Town acquired the area from the
Lutwyche Estate, it was defined as being the ‘17 acres and
25 perches to the west of Watling Street’. The Deeds specify
‘...for the purpose of being used as public walks or pleasure
grounds’. To-day it is only 10 acres. The missing seven acres
and 25 perches were grabbed by whoever decided to build the
A49 bypass that has cut the Nature Reserve in two. I suppose,
with imagination, the A49 might be called a Public Walk.
Although Coppice Leasowes has its Local Nature Reserve
designation and the restriction of use in the Deeds, we must not
be complacent. There are reports that surveyors have measured
the site, and there may be a plan that uses the area as a new
access point to the A49 for a possible housing development area.
There is nothing new under the sun; we must not
accept authoritative assertions, nor acquiesce to foregone
conclusions whilst recognising the need for change, however,
Church Stretton Town Council asserts that it will continue
to protect the covenant in perpetuity.
For more information about Coppice Leasowes, contact
Cllr. Richard Hickman who chairs the management group.
rifhickman@btinternet.com
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters
and the Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership,
which is backing the commissioning of a
Feasibility Study to examine the possibilities.
The purpose of the Study is to inform future
consultation and decision-making.

Resident Engagement with
Community Business

This column seeks to give you factual
feedback on Town Council proposals and
decisions, because these can sometimes be
somewhat misrepresented in other media.
The Council has adopted as one of its
priorities for this year: “To increase resident
engagement in the community agenda”.
It is now exploring options for acting on
that priority. Councillors understand that,
unless there is a contentious issue, such as
parking, few are minded to attend the formal
proceedings of Council and its various committees. How
else can Councillors learn of the issues and positive ideas
that we know residents have about the forward agenda for
the town? Seeking invitations to speak at other community
organisation meetings? Questionnaires? Twitter/Facebook?
Please let us know what you think would work best.

Town Council Vacancy

An election has been called to fill the casual vacancy
for the Church Stretton South ward. If more than one
nomination is received by Shropshire Council before
the closing date of 13th July, an election will be held on
Thursday 5th August at the Silvester Horne Institute. If
this is the case, ballot papers will have been issued to all
constituents in South Ward who are entitled to vote. All are
encouraged to use their vote.

SummerFest

The Town Council is most grateful to
the Chamber of Trade for organising such
a successful event back in June, not only
bringing the community together to have a
great day out but also showcasing the town
so well to the many visitors filling our hotel
and B&B accommodation – see separate
report by Eileen Roberts and the support team of volunteers.

Burglaries

The town council shares the concern about the
continuing spate of domestic and commercial burglaries
in the area and is in regular dialogue with the local police,
who are following up some recent leads. In addition, the
Council will have discussions with the Chamber of Trade
about possible additional CCTV surveillance at key points.
All residents are asked to share information about anything
suspicious with the police to help restore our low-crime
status.

Anti-Social Behaviour

StRETTON FOCUS
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The town council recognises that the great majority of
residents, young and old, behave responsibly and treat each
other with mutual respect. However, the council continues
to receive complaints about that very small irresponsible
Site Allocations and Management of Development
minority, who engage in unruly behaviour, shouting and
Planning Consultation
swearing, graffiti-writing or else littering and dog-fouling.
The town council, along with a number of community
organisations, has submitted its response to this consultation, The Town Council is working closely with the police and
the civil enforcement officers of Shropshire Council to bear
which can be read on the town website, or a hard copy
down on this behaviour, for example, shortly installing
can be obtained from the Council Office. Councillors
CCTV in the park. However, wherever possible and it is
have set out general directions for future planning in the
deemed safe to do so, it is essential that responsible adults
town. Based on advice from Shropshire Council, they
challenge unacceptable behaviour. Alternatively, they are
have not commented on the individual sites identified in
asked to report such behaviour to the police, Shropshire
the consultation paper as possibly feasible. These have no
Council (Civil Enforcement) or the Town Council,
status in planning terms. The council has complained that
preferably with names. Unless the responsible majority
this should have been more adequately explained, as the
asserts itself, the irresponsible minority will grow.
consultation paper aroused unnecessary fears of extensive
Civic Reception for Youth
housing development.
The Town Council wishes to recognise and celebrate the
There will be a further round of consultation on more
many achievements of our young people over the last year.
specific planning proposals towards the end of the year.
The primary school tag rugby team are national champions
Town Centre Enhancement
and other youngsters have achieved success in sporting and
Shropshire Council, advised by their local unitary
other fields. Our Guides and Scouts are celebrating their
Councillor, will shortly be making their decisions on the
Town Council’s recommendations, as any work will have to centenaries, the former nationally, the latter locally. The
Council would like to be notified of any success of our local
be completed within this financial year.
youngsters over the last year, so that they can be invited to
County Parking Strategy
this Reception for Youth, to be held in the Silvester Horne
A draft Strategy has been issued by Shropshire Council
Institute, on Monday, 11th October.
for public consultation that will end in September. As
Planning Issues
the Town Council has already made plain, any parking
Full details of decisions and current planning
amendments must complement whatever is implemented
as a town centre enhancement. The council will be deciding applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
on its response at its meeting on September 7th. The draft
churchstretton.co.uk ) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Strategy paper can be found on the town web-site.
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Travel Hub Proposal
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor
Recently highlighted in the local press, this is one of the
proposals contained in a recent Marketing Strategy for the
Church Stretton area, commissioned by the Church Stretton
Area Partnership. At this stage, the Town Council is one of a
number of local organisations, including the National Trust
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Rotary
New gates for Scout HQ

When Roger Stokes became President
of Church Stretton Rotary Club he decided
that raising funds for local Scouts would be
a personal priority during his year in office.
A year later and Roger has been able
to hand over a cheque for £500, raised
by Rotary Club members, to Brian
Faulkner, Group Scoutmaster of the 2nd
Longmynd. The money will be used to fund most of the
cost of new iron gates at the Church Road Scout Hut. The
gates, which are being made by local blacksmith Jack Taylor,
incorporate a number of nostalgic images in their design.
Commenting on the donation Roger Stokes said “The
gates will be a lasting recognition of one hundred years
of Scouting in Church Stretton and will remind me of
the value I gained and happy times I enjoyed during my
membership of the 2nd Longmynd”.
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A nonagenarian looks back

Ghoulies and Ghosties Part II
On leaving Loch Ness, I cycled down the Great Glen
to join my uncle and aunt on holiday in Appin. There they
had rented Invernahyle, an ancient house where Scott had
written one of his novels. It is relevant to what follows to
say that the weather was perfect, with no wind, and that
I was fit and well. At the end of the evening I was shown
into a room, and settled down to a well-well-earned sleep.
I awoke ‘in the dead vast and middle of the night’ and
straight away felt a dreadful sense of oppression and cold
fear. Sleep was out of the question, and as a guest I could
hardly leave the room and blunder about a strange house
in the dark. Terrified, I sat or walked about until dawn. At
breakfast, when asked how I had slept, I had to be honest.
My uncle and aunt looked at each other and said “We
should not have put you in the haunted room”. Apparently
the room had an association with the Appin murder, the
most notorious murder in Highland history, an event which
Robert Louis Stevenson worked into his novels ‘Kidnapped’
and ‘Catriona’.
In 1752 Colin Campbell of Glenure, en route to evict
Stewart tenants, was shot and killed near Ballachulish. The
leading Stewart in the area, James Stewart of the Glen,
although innocent, was arrested and convicted of the crime
by a Campbell judge and jury in Inverary, and hanged on
the site of the murder. The local story goes that the real
murderer wanted to give himself up to save James, but was
locked in my bedroom to save him from himself. For good
measure, the body of a child was found sealed up in the wall
of the room.
The name of the murderer is kept secret by the locals,
but may have been Allan Breac, a soldier of fortune. James
Stewart’s bones, wired together, hung from the gibbet for
several years. Finally the gibbet was flung into the sea, but
kept being washed up on unwelcoming shores, first in
Appin at Port na Croise, the port of the cross, a name seized
on by the superstitious, and confirmed as fateful when it
was washed up again at another Port na Croise in Morvern.
Of course, I don’t believe a word of these stories
of hauntings, and it is totally irrelevant to add that my
mother’s maiden name was Mary Stuart.
David Hughes
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Engaging
Issues
Programme for
Series 6
2010 – 2011

We set out the
themes for the new
season, that we hope you will find a fascinating programme of
lectures and discussions. Nearly all the titles are working titles till
next month. All are on Tuesdays 7.30 pm in the URC, Church
Stretton, except the annual lecture on Sunday 28th November
at 7.00 pm. There will be time for questions and on Tuesdays
network groups to assist in further dialogue in the subject.
5th October: Overview of New Testament scholarship
– setting out a bigger picture of new religious thinking.
Speaker: Dave Allen
19th October: ‘Living with Myths’
Speaker: Donald Horsfield
2nd November: A response to ‘Living with Myths’ Speaker:
Mike Bourke
28th November: Sunday 7.00 pm – Annual lecture –
‘Conviction and Conflict’ – exploring a history of tensions
among the faiths, fundamentalism, conflict, terrorism
around the world and what hope for the future?
Speaker: Michael Nazir-Ali. In partnership with Churches
Together in Shropshire and Church Stretton, and Inter Faith.
7th December: Post modernism – living with many faiths
and cultures
Speaker: Beth Allen
11th January: How Politics, Religion and Law shape each
other, if they do.
Speaker: Charles West
25th January: Prisons, Restorative Justice.
Speaker: Doug Grounds
8th February: Right to Die/Assisted Dying.
Speaker: James Woodward
22nd February: ‘Reshaping Christianity – Mysticism,
Spirituality and Global Faith’.
Speaker: John Hetherington (Free To Believe Network).
Noel Beattie
noelandsuzanne@dsl.pipex.com
tel: 01694 725530
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News
New President for Church Stretton Rotary Club.

For the next twelve months Bill Ross will be President and
Len Bolton Vice-President of the Rotary Club of Church Stretton.
Looking back on a busy and successful year as President,
Roger Stokes highlighted the fundraising activities of the
Club which, thanks to the generosity of local residents and
Club members, had seen over £8,000 raised for good causes.
Beneficiaries had been as diverse as Rotary International’s
global campaign to eradicate Polio, three Shelterboxes sent
to victims of natural disasters, Severn Hospice, Hope House,
the Air Ambulance, Lingen Davies Appeal, local Scouts
Bill Ross and new Vice-President Len Bolton
and Guides, the Mayfair Centre and numerous other local
charities.
Bill aims to build on this success and says, “I have
derived great enjoyment and satisfaction as a member
of our Club and so a focus over the coming year will be
Christian Aid Week 2010
recruitment, so that more people can appreciate the benefits
The total from the Strettons for Christian Aid Week 2010
of Rotary Club membership”.
was £3,545.95 – a gratifying small increase over the previous
year, despite the continued difficult economic conditions.
Thanks are due to all who contributed, and special thanks are
due to the team of volunteer collectors and organisers who
his month will see much flower
have as usual worked so hard on behalf of the world’s needy.
blossom and fruit and vegetable
Roy Coad (Independent Examiner)
produce. Keep dead heading
LifeBoats
flower blossom: roses in particular look
We were given £638.03 at our Street Collection in Church
so much more attractive if dead blooms
Stretton on Saturday 3rd July. Last year we received £553 and we
are removed. Keep weeding where
are amazed and delighted by such a big increase. We wish to thank
necessary, and continue hoeing. Soft
everyone very much, both those who helped us with the collection
fruit will need attention, picking and
and the good people of the Strettons for their friendliness and
continued protection from birds. Mulch raspberry canes.
generous support. £638 would buy four Lifeboatmen’s helmets or
If you have both summer and autumn fruit canes, prune
15 pairs of boots. Yes, the kit is expensive but our crews need the
autumn fruiters to the ground to encourage new fruiting
best that we can find for the job.
growth in the spring. Summer fruiting canes should now be
Richard M. Turner Jones
bearing fruit, with new replacement canes growing strongly Cancer Research UK
alongside. Tie these new canes in to supporting wires, and
Church Stretton Local Committee wish to thank
cut canes to the ground after they have fruited. Only by
everyone who in any way supported our recent Coffee
pruning in this manner will you keep the fruiting periods
Morning and Garden Opening in aid of the above. It was
separate.
a bright, sunny, gorgeous morning; visitors came in good
Tomato plants in the greenhouse and outside will need
numbers, and most of all, £1,609.42 was raised for Cancer
attention, removing unwanted side shoots on cordon-type
Research UK. Included in this magnificent figure was the
plants and regular watering. Add a little liquid feed such as
sum of £750 donated by Barclays Bank plc, and our thanks
Tomorite to the water each time you water.
to it and, in particular, to Margaret Mulliner and her friends
If you enjoy propagating, cuttings can be taken now, as from Barclays who instigated and organised this donation.
semi-mature material will be available; softwood cuttings
Barbara and Charlie MacIntyre
will mostly be over and of course hardwood material will be Stretton SummerFest 2010
available in the autumn.
On behalf of the Chamber of Trade, I would like
One should not pull any more rhubarb: mulch and feed to say thank you to everyone who supported this year’s
with a balanced fertiliser. If you have an asparagus bed, feed SummerFest. We could not have done it without you!
and mulch and encourage the fern growth to develop for the
In particular, I would like to express our thanks to Eileen
rest of this season.
Roberts for her total, unswerving support and dedication
It should be possible to harvest many crops this month: to the SummerFest. Also to Eric Brown, who put in an
broad beans, peas, dwarf beans and early varieties of
enormous amount of time and hard work. The smooth
potatoes, as well as early salad crops, lettuce, carrots, beetroot running of this year’s event was largely due to Eileen and
etc, but do not forget to make regular sowings of appropriate Eric’s precision and attention to detail.
varieties for autumn and winter cropping. The seed
I would also like to thank Bob Welch and Peter Relph,
catalogues are helpful with information on varieties to sow at whose practical help and support were invaluable.
this time of year. Shallots and onions should now be mature,
The Chamber of Trade is hugely indebted to the many hours
and top growth may be bent flat and the bulbs gently
of work and effort put in, on a voluntary basis, by those who
eased up to sever the roots. This will encourage ripening in
value the idea of celebrating Church Stretton as a Community.
hopefully late summer sunshine. Let us all look forward to a
We have a lot to be proud of in Church Stretton and an
fine display of flowers and vegetable produce at our show on event such as the SummerFest can, in my view, only enhance
28th August.
the future of our town.
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club
Jane van Doesburg

Thank You

Gardening in August

T
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Letters
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Stretton SummerFest
A lot of people must have worked very hard indeed to
produce such a wonderful day as Church Stretton enjoyed
on 19th June. The planning and organisation was excellent,
and there was so much to do and see around town, with
something for all ages.
It was lovely to see the town dressed ‘en fete’ with flags
and balloons, to be able to wander among all the stalls set
out in streets free of traffic for the day, and to sit and enjoy
bands and the displays of all kinds. We were there all day, and
encountered so many friends, all equally thrilled with it all.
To all those responsible – a big Thank You, and
congratulations on a job well done!
Ann and Denis Ashworth
Obsession with Toxocara canis and dogs
There appears to be scaremongering in Church Stretton
and that some people believe the disease originates in dogs.
WRONG. Dogs can form part of a chain originating
in hosts such as rodents; this is why we regularly worm
to protect our pets. If you have a cat which is a mouser
and catches birds – don’t panic. Adopt a strict worming
programme. The best protection for children in play areas is
the old-fashioned fence.
Now we come to birds. The Richard Robinson field
is a popular feeding ground for birds and flocks appear,
particularly in spring, to eat. Then along comes the mower,
which chops up the grass and bird droppings and scatters
them over a wider area. In the new play area there is a stone
seat under a tree which has a scattering of bird droppings on
it. I have seen parents content to sit on these droppings. It
amazes me to see visitors to the Stretton Hills happy to eat
their food while surrounded by sheep and rabbit droppings.
Domestic and farm animals can be treated for parasites
but with wildlife there is no control. Church Stretton is in
the middle of the countryside, so wildlife must be expected
to visit the Richard Robinson Field.
Shirley Turner
Note from eds:
Newlands Veterinary Practice has confirmed that Toxocara
canis is indeed a parasite of dogs, the word ‘canis’ meaning ‘of
the dog’. Transmission to human beings occurs “most commonly
in children who have close contact with household pets, or
who have frequented areas such as public parks where there is
contamination of the ground by dog faeces…..Control is based
on…the safe disposal of dog faeces in homes and gardens, and on
the limitation of access by dogs to areas where children play, such
as public parks”. (Veterinary textbook)
Town Council Decide Against Prayer
Currently most Town Councils begin their meetings
with prayer. Prayers are also said at the beginning of each
business day in the House of Lords and House of Commons.
Our Town Council have decided, at their meeting on 22nd
June 2010, not to begin their meetings with prayer.
With Church being such a prominent part of the town
name, and so many of our community, whom councillors
represent, attending one of the seven churches in the
Strettons, or having a faith, it seems a particular shame
that our own Town Council have decided not to follow
the traditional system of government.
Councillors are called upon to make many difficult
decisions in the course of their duties and the saying of
prayers is a positive way of seeking help and guidance. God
hears and answers heartfelt prayer and it is surprising that
the Town Council think they can do it all by themselves.
Prayers also remind councillors that they are answerable, not

August 2010 magCS5.indd 14

only to themselves and their electorate,
but also, and ultimately, to God.
No explanation has been given by the
Town Council for their decision and one
is left to wonder why.
John Hughes
Rail Users News
I read with interest the Rail Users’
Association News in the July issue
of Stretton Focus. A couple of items
caught my eye.
Firstly there is reference to Cheap Day Rail fares between
Church Stretton and Birmingham. Whilst it is quite correct
to say that there are now late afternoon time limitations on
the use of Cheap Day Returns (CDRs) from Birmingham
New Street, the statement that it affects passengers from
Church Stretton is incorrect. Why? Quite simply there is no
such ticket as a Cheap Day Return from Church Stretton to
Birmingham, The only day ticket between these two stations
is a Standard Day Return (SDR) costing £16.30 (£10.75
with a railcard). SDRs do not have time restrictions.
I have looked at the possibility of buying a ticket to
Shrewsbury and a second one from Shrewsbury to Birmingham
but this works out dearer than buying the one through ticket
and the CDR from Shrewsbury would incur a time restriction.
So in this instance forget the split ticketing concept.
Although not relevant to Church Stretton, the time
restrictions quoted are also incorrect. The ban on, for
example, the return half of a CDR from Shrewsbury to
Birmingham is 16:25 to 18:00, not 16:30 to 18:30.
Where do I get my information from? I possess the
official ATOC fares manual published on CD and available
from the TSO http://www.tsoshop.co.uk/bookstore.
asp?trackid=002068&FO=1241783. Also I have checked
the fares against those available on line from National Rail
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/.
Secondly I read with interest the details of the new
shelters that are to be provided and suspect that these will
be similar to those erected on the Avocet Line (Exmouth to
Exeter) and if so I can confirm that vandals do have to try
very hard to inflict their moronic will upon them. Despite
what was written, I very much doubt that they will have
doors. Indeed I hope that they don’t as the vandals will have
a field day. Time will tell.
For those wishing to view the activities of another Rail
Users’ Group may I recommend the web site of the Avocet Line
Rail Users’ Group (ALRUG) http://www.avocetline.org.uk/.
To those that don’t recognise my name, I was born in
Minton and lived in Church Stretton from 1951 to 1968.
Even in those days I was involved in rail campaigning, old
habits seemingly die hard.
Tony Jackson

Acton Scott Garden Club
Summer Show
Saturday 11th September 2010, 2.00pm
at Acton Scott Village Hall
Admission £1.50 includes drink and biscuits
Children free with paying adult
The show is open to non-members for entries
Schedule available on www.actonscott.com or from
members
Entries to be exhibited between 10.30am and 12.00pm
on the day of the show.
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UN Forum
An Effective UN in a More Secure and Just World

What’s that book?
Answer: Northanger Abbey

StRETTON FOCUS
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and conventional weapons. He gave
carefully reasoned grounds for hope
that the international community
is ‘slowly and haltingly’ developing
rules and structures to minimise the
scourge of war.
Henry Bellingham MP spoke
on behalf of the Foreign Secretary. He confirmed the
UK’s commitment to the UN, “the only body that has the
legitimacy and moral authority to respond to global threats
to peace and security”. He stressed the need to eliminate
waste, inefficiency and duplication in the organisation. He
suggested more emphasis should be given to peace building
and conflict prevention. He was optimistic that more can be
done towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals.
Dame Margaret Anstee, former UN Under-Secretary
General and first female head of a UN peace keeping
mission, reminded us that the reform of the UN was first
called for as early as 1946! She listed eight practical steps for
reforming the UN to make it more effective. These included
• changing selection procedures for the Secretary
General and Heads of Agencies
• limiting leaders contracts to one term
• more positive reporting by the media
• strengthening the role of women in senior posts
• more administrative staff should have first hand
experience ‘at the sharp end’.
Zeinab Badawi, presenter of BBC World News Today
ably chaired the final panel of speakers and questions from
the floor.
Other speakers included Ambassador Kishore
Mahbubani, Professor at the National University of
Singapore and former President of the UN Security Council;
Dr Abiodun Williams, Vice-President of the Centre for
Conflict Analysis and Prevention and Edward Mortimer,
formerly chief script writer for UN Secretary-General Koffi
Annan.
I attended the first showing in the UK of Countdown
To Zero, a 90 minute film of the Inconvenient Truth
genre. There were interviews with Jimmy Carter, Mikhail
Gorbachev, Tony Blair and Pervez Musharraf. The film
demonstrated how easy it is for highly enriched material to
be obtained, smuggled and made into nuclear weapons. One
such smuggler was caught only because he became involved
with a gang dealing in stolen car batteries! We were told that
in Russia potatoes are better guarded than nuclear material.
The twin hazards of terrorists and nuclear accidents were
explored and the very clear message was that nuclear zero is
the only safe option.
We missed the final half hour of the Forum, which
included Lord Hannay’s closing remarks, in order to catch
the 6-10pm train. Three hours later we stepped on to
Church Stretton platform wondering how to make the best
use of the information and memories we had gained.
Ruth Davies
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The first ever UN Forum organised by UNA-UK
provided a memorable day out for two members of UNA
Shropshire Branch (Church Stretton) on Saturday 12th June.
We were waved off from Church Stretton station at
6.30am and arrived at Euston well on time at 9.30am. I was
glad to have been directed by a Quaker friend where to find
Friends House, just across Euston Road, facing the station.
In the registration room we began to see how well
organised the event was. Some 1,500 welcome packs
were laid out in alphabetical order ready to be picked up.
Everywhere we turned there were volunteer stewards ready
to give directions to places in the large building.
We went into the main hall with fifteen minutes to spare
before the first session. All the upholstered tip-up seats on
the ground floor seemed to be occupied so we went up to
the gallery where, as Pam said “It’s back to pews again”.
We had time to look around at some of the people in
the audience. The average age was considerably younger
than at any public meeting in the Strettons, with a good
number of students. There was also a wide ethnic variety.
The business began promptly at 10am with a welcome
by Lord Hannay, chair of UNA-UK and former British
Ambassador to the UN. Throughout the day the time
keeping was immaculate. Everything began and finished to
schedule without any feeling of being hustled.
The first guest speaker was Helen Clark, Prime Minister
of New Zealand 1999 to 2008.
She called for firmer action on implementing the eight
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). She emphasised
the importance of development which she said is more than
an increase in Gross Domestic Product. For people living
in poverty, the MDGs are the means to a better life with
access to basic education, health services, clean water and
sanitation, adequate food and income and a recognition of
the vital role of women.
She spoke and answered questions from the floor for an
hour in a compelling and interesting way. I felt she set a very
high tone for the day.
Mary Robinson, the first woman President of Ireland, UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights 1997 to 2002 spoke
about climate change. She explored the links between climate
change, human rights and development. She claimed that
climate change is not only a scientific and technical problem
but is also a threat to human rights, and not only a future
threat but a present reality. Climate change has been seen
mainly as bad for the environment but it is people who will
die. Because developing nations will suffer the most, we should
work for ‘climate justice’. “Failure to act is unacceptable” she
said.
Baroness Shirley Williams brought both good news
and bad news. The good news was
1. The Review Conference of the Nuclear non-Proliferation
Treaty in May ended with a measure of agreement on
steps to limit proliferation of nuclear weapons.
2. The Obama administration is set to adhere to the
President’s stated aim of a world free of nuclear arms.
The bad news was Iran, which she described as a
complicated state but not a rogue state.
Hans Blix, Swedish diplomat and politician, honorary
Chair of the World Nuclear Association (he of “no Weapons
of Mass Destruction found in Iraq”) spoke about nonproliferation, security and disarmament of both nuclear
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PAZAPA – A Partnership
with Haiti
UNA Shropshire (Church Stretton Branch)

Following the dreadful earthquake on Haiti, 12th
January, many people were moved to make an enormous
contribution to the Disasters Emergency Appeal. Of course
as time goes on Haiti moved from the headlines and other
emergencies and need filled its place. But Haiti is the poorest
country in the region, possibly in the world. Not because
of the earthquake but because of centuries of dictatorship,
slavery, oppression and corruption it has become a
dysfunctional state. More than half of the population is
under 18 years. If retained and educated they will provide
the future leadership.
Many of the people of Haiti have shown great courage
and faith to face starting all over again and with such
incredible resolve. They have help from the United Nations,
the European Commission, the World Bank and other
international agencies. It was PLAN International in Haiti
that introduced the UNA in Church Stretton to the small
organisation PAZAPA. PLAN is a Non-Governmental
Organisation working closely with the UN and other
agencies like ‘Save the Children’. It also makes it possible for
funding to go directly into the project people here wish to
support, rather than into general funds.
PAZAPA purchased a plot of land on the road to Jacmel
airport as the site for the much needed new centre. Jacmel,
in the south-east, is a large city and in PAZAPA has the
only facility that meets the physical, medical, educational
and training needs of disabled children and young adults.
The increasing number of young people needing help, the
scarcity of such a resource in the country and the diverse
disabilities all point to a need for larger and modernised
facilities. Amidst the trauma of the earthquake and the

Book of the Month

F

‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ by Harper Lee

August 2010
Written with humour as well as emotion, this will
always be a classic – Harper Lee only ever wrote this one
novel: it would be difficult to surpass.
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irst published in 1960, ‘To Kill a
Mockingbird’ reaches its 50th anniversary
this year. In celebration of the fact that
it is still a bestseller, two special anniversary
editions of the book have been published (also
an audio CD): if you have never read this
emotional story what better excuse could you
want than to buy one of these.
Set in the American Deep South in
the 1930s, it is a tale of small-town racial
prejudice and hypocrisy, as well as a touching
coming-of-age story. It is narrated by Scout,
the feisty young daughter of Atticus Finch - a
lawyer who defends a black man accused of
raping a white girl (who could forget Academy
Award winner Gregory Peck playing Atticus in
the movie?).
Along with her brother, Jem, and their
friend, Dill, Scout has to confront the
attitudes of the people around her and the
rising tide of loathing against the father she
adores – a widower doing his best to bring up
his children with correct values in a narrow-minded, bigoted
community who are all too ready to pass judgement on
others without looking inwards at themselves.
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state of the country, these young people are not regarded
as priority and are often casually written off as mentally
retarded and lost.
Getting to know PAZAPA, identifying the specific need
we can support possibly for five years or more, forming a
relationship with the staff and children, will be some of
the objectives of the next months. To help us understand
the culture and strengths of the Haitian people, we are
fortunate to have had an offer from the Lord Leslie Griffiths
to visit us for an evening. (See below for details.) Leslie is a
senior Methodist leader, having spent a significant part of
his life and work in Haiti, and visited there soon after the
earthquake. Roger Yates, a director of PLAN has promised
to visit us, and there is Marcus Torchon a Haitian currently
living in the Wirral through whom we hope to meet and
develop contacts with Haitian people in England.
If we are to play a meaningful part in the lives of these
young people we have to learn something about what makes
Haitians such astounding and admirable people despite
their terrible history. It will often shock us, but will also
delight and stir our passion for this place so far away.
Noel Beattie UNA 01694 725530
Haiti – its people, culture and future
Lord Leslie Griffiths
Tuesday, 31st August 7.00 for 7.30 pm
The Methodist Church, Church Stretton
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Hitting the Century on the Recreation Ground

B

y the end of the nineteenth century, the need for a
recreation ground in Church Stretton was apparent and
had been aired at various times by the residents of the
town. Each club (cricket, bowls, tennis, hockey and football)
had its own ground which usually relied upon the generosity
of a local farmer or publican to offer the site at a nominal rent.
Because of crop rotation or ‘fall-outs’ with the landlord, it was
not unusual to have a different ground each year. Although
the clubs levied annual subscriptions and staged many
fund-raising concerts and dances, they could never afford to
purchase their own land outright. The only exception was the
Golf Club which was a promotional club for the advertising of
the Land Company and as such, was financially supported.
The creation of Church Stretton UDC in 1899 did not
deliver a solution. Towns could neither advertise their attractions
nor create pleasure grounds using ratepayers money. This would
have necessitated an Act of Parliament. At this time, both the
RDC and UDC were still smarting from the costs incurred
opposing the Land Company’s Water Bill. With the ratepayers
clamouring for improvements to the town’s drainage system
and roads, the UDC would never be able to finance a recreation
ground. Such developments relied upon private benefactors
as would shortly be seen in Little Stretton where Mrs Gibbon
donated the land and paid for their new church. Later, she
would host ‘The Pony Society Show’ about which Church
Stretton businessmen would protest in the belief that it should
be on their own town display ground (if it had one!)
In November 1900, a public meeting was called in the
Town Hall to consider the amalgamation of Stretton’s sports
clubs to form an Athletics Union. It was said that a town
which called itself a resort needed a
good ground. The idea was agreed
to unanimously and a committee of
investigation was formed. Needless to
say, without funds, the idea did not
progress.
Building developments posed
new threats to the sporting interests
of the town. It became evident that
new construction along the Bristol
road (Ashbrook) would threaten
the town’s tennis courts. (The various private estate building
plans included recreation facilities for the exclusive use of their
purchasers.) Elsewhere, the hockey club alongside the railway
was unsure whether it could keep its ground as the railway
sidings were extended. In late 1904, the cricket club,which
played in the field behind the Gentleman’s Asylum, was
concerned for its future because the proposed sewerage scheme
would cut through its wicket the following year. Another
public meeting was called in December 1904 of all interested
parties to discuss the need for a recreation ground. The
meeting was attended by representatives from all of the clubs,
in particular, the town’s successful bowling club. They had the
finest green in Shropshire. It was pointed out that twice before,
the idea of a recreation ground had been mooted but nothing
happened.
Mr Benson’s return.
The reader is probably wondering where was Ralph B
Benson, Stretton’s squire and largest landowner? Mr Benson
had been absent from Stretton for some years, living at his
town house in London and visiting abroad. Fourteen years
previous, he had been asked for a suitable site and he had
offered Brooksbury Meadow but the offer was not taken
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up. The new building developments about the town now
placed land at a premium and it was unlikely that suitable
grounds would be freely given. From the biographies upon
Stella Benson, the Benson’s literary daughter, we learn that
her parents separated about this time. This would explain
why, in 1906, Ralph Benson appears in Church Stretton to
take up residence at Brook House. He was quickly embraced
by the townspeople and their society, some of whom could
foresee the possibility of their wants being fulfilled.
At the 1906 Cricket Club dinner over which the squire
presided, RBB was toasted as being one of the town’s great
sport supporters. The following year, Councillor Speke raised
the matter of a recreation ground for the district, at the UDC.
He said it was the duty of the council to provide facilities for
the health resort. Co. Harris thought everyone should pay for
their own sport. A motion which had been seconded by the
chair, Doctor Barnett to set up a committee to look into the
matter, was defeated. Co. Blower said he was in favour of a lake
but as to grounds, the ones he had seen were much abused.
In February 1908, ‘Strettonian’ addressing the cost of
rental of the cricket ground from Stretton House wrote ‘In
the meantime, we can only hope that the attractions of Stretton
will induce a few millionaires to build country residences in our
rising town, be lavish in the expenditure of their money for the
benefit of the town, and present the town with an ideal cricket
and recreation ground, lakes and gardens, and heaps of other
Utopian ideals.’
Mr Benson is elected to the UDC
No doubt, ‘Strettonian’ knew that the squire was
considering standing for the council. To prepare his election
platform, Mr Benson donated The
Longhills to the UDC in March
1908 which included its manorial
rights. This was described as a
handsome gift and became Stretton’s
first open-space. This piece of land
was historically used for markets and
fairs. The squire had also provided
a concert tea for the inmates of
the Workhouse. In the subsequent
election, RBB was returned with
the largest majority. As it happened, Stretton town was in
serious difficulties and a wave of bankruptcies was about to
envelop the area, the domino effect of which would bring
about many significant business and individual failures.
The town’s Attractions Association (CSAA- considered in a
previous article) was reformed. At a public meeting, it was
agreed that a lake would be of great benefit to the town.
With Mr Benson being described as a keen supporter of
the scheme, it was thought that there was every prospect of
the project being carried through. A new ‘Parks and Open
Spaces’ committee of 5 members was formed by the UDC to
administer these acquisitions.
After several years of desperate actions to revive the
fortunes of Church Stretton, it was evident that the town
was in decline. Sadly, the proposed lake never did come to
fruition encountering many intractable problems. (Over
the next 50 years, the idea would be revived several times
by council and individuals.) In May 1910, Co. Blower
announced to Council that the squire was donating Broad
Meadow to the Town after his failure to push the lake scheme
forward. The three acre field (which was not the site for the

Continued on page 35.........
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Catholic Voice

C

ontemplative meditation is a way of
deepening communion with God, who is the
life in us. It increases our awareness of Christ,
ever-present within us, letting His light and love be
brought to bear in all that we feel, think and do.
The Fellowship of Meditation is an ecumenical
organisation whose aim is to promote meditation in everyday
life. I have been a member of the Fellowship for over twentyfive years, and have found it a source of encouragement and
support gained from the practice.
Fundamental to the method used, are carefully chosen
sentences, based on the eternal truths and teaching in the
Bible. An example is, ‘My Peace I give unto you; My Peace
I leave with you,’ from John: Chapter 14, verse 27. Their
purpose is to focus attention on God and serve as channels
through which the power of the Spirit can enter our hearts,
developing and strengthening the spiritual life within us.
Key words like love, peace, light and joy, become anchorpoints to minimise mental distraction.
With practice, our minds become still. Ten minutes
is long enough to start with, and morning is usually the
best time of day to meditate. Meditating later in the day
is more likely to induce sleep! I have found the resulting
inner stillness does effect change, such as healing conflicts,
resentment, fears and anxieties. Moreover, by returning to the
words of life during the day, I have found it possible to cope
much better with the demands of life, and its busy schedule.
To get started in meditation, many find the support and
encouragement of a group invaluable to keep going. There is a
local group in Church Stretton, which at present meets monthly.
A quiet day of meditation is planned for mid-September, if
you would like to know more about this, or contemplative
meditation, please contact David John on 723651.
David John

StRETTON FOCUS

August 2010 magCS5.indd 18

‘H

ands up if you have a compost
heap,’ It’s not the normal sort of
request in the middle of the annual
lecture given to a religious society. There was
a commendable forest of hands, especially
considering that some present lived in places
where a compost heap was not a possibility. You could see it as
a reflection of how Quakers value putting faith into action in
small things like recycling your vegetable peelings as well as in
larger things like world peace. It’s a good question in other senses
as well. What do you do with old ideas that you have moved
on from? It is tempting to throw them in the rubbish bin. But
actually, well rotted down, they can inform and nurture your new
understandings.
Horticultural analogies are in vogue among Quakers
at the moment. At this Yearly Meeting, Barbara Windle
spoke about the problems if we don’t take care of the faith,
the worship, the run of the mill maintenance, because then
all the expressions of that faith in the world will run out
of steam. ‘If we don’t keep the grass roots watered, fed and
nurtured – if we don’t look critically at the garden structure,
trim back what’s overgrown, let new shoots find the light,
cherish the humble ground cover not just the exotics, then
the ...Quaker garden won’t thrive and what we do from our
Quakerism will get straggly and unsupported.’
She was speaking of the importance of committee work.
It’s work that makes many hearts sink. But it’s stuff that has
to be done to keep all the more obviously exciting things on
track. So for Barbara ‘its work that makes my heart sing.’
Lesley Richards

August 2010

intended lake) was gifted to be made available as a recreation
ground with the only proviso being that it be laid out as a
public pleasure ground with a portion set aside for bowling
and other games. It is evident from various speeches, that
Mr Benson was seriously ill and action needed to be taken
promptly. The gift was accepted unanimously by council and
motions were set afoot to have the deeds transferred.
Mr Benson donates the new pleasure grounds
In the interesting postcard view of the old station taken
c1905, supplied by Mr Ray Tipton, the meadow-land in
question lay to the right of the gate at which the horse
can be seen. The land adjacent to Sandford Avenue and
the station was identified for use by the Barn Owls, the
local entertainment group, upon which they had designs.
(Before the reader asks, Mr Tipton is unable to supply the
name of the horse. It should be borne in mind that the
A49 By-Pass did not exist at this time. The reader can espy
the flight of steps leading from the station platform to the
railway bridge. These steps can be discovered today in the
undergrowth.) It was necessary that a long-walk entrance
be provided to give access to the Recreation Field at the
rear of the Barn Owls’ land. The council clerk was asked
to negotiate with the railway company, the right of way
over the bridge embankment. One hundred years ago, in
July 1910, the UDC put its seal to the Recreation Ground
conveyance and took possession at Michaelmas quarter-day
in September. Gifts of plants, shrubs and trees came from
many individuals. Mr Benson died the following year.
Five years later in 1915, after the opening ceremony of the
new gates on the path to the Recreation Ground (the subject of
a future article), the recently bereaved Mrs Campbell-Hyslop,
widow of Stretton UDC’s first chairman, planted an oak tree
to commemorate the gift of the recreation land by the late Mr
Ralph Benson. The Council had sought the permission of Mrs
Benson to plant the tree and to call it the ‘Benson Oak’. Mrs
Campbell-Hyslop was given the silver spade with its inscription
to keep as a souvenir. Close-by, the newly formed band of the
Boy Scouts gave selections of music. The reader is invited to
locate and acquaint themselves with the Benson memorial oak
in a park which deserves their visitation.
Alan Brisbourne 01952 727119
Footnotes: As can be seen in the later photograph taken in
the 1920s, the land set aside for the Barn Owls’ Recreation
Hall would be included in the pleasure grounds. The
abandoned ‘Owls’ plans had included a theatre and swimming
pool. I understand that the Tennis Club held anniversary
celebrations recently and was unaware of their club’s existence
before the turn of the century. The hockey club was mixed,
although a ladies’ team did occasionally play. There were other
Edwardian clubs in town including rifle-shooting, air-gun,
quoits, roller-skating, coursing, cycling, etc.
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Sporting Success

C

ongratulations to the sporting achievers of Church
Stretton! This year’s Annual Sports & Leisure
Awards, given by South Shropshire Sports & Leisure
Advisory Group and the South Shropshire School Sport
Partnership, were presented at a ceremony at Ludlow Town
FC ground on 29th June. Some of our local winners were:
•
•
•
•

Katie Parkes (Church Stretton Secondary School)
2nd place, Young Leader of the Year)
Ralph Davies (St Lawrence Primary School, Church
Stretton) (Winner, Coach of the Year)
Church Stretton C/E Primary School Tag Rugby
U11 Team (Winners, Team of the Year)
Kay Lucas (2nd place, Olympic/Paralympic Role
Model)

D

Teas to Please

on’t forget to come along to Little Stretton
Church over the August Bank Holiday weekend.
As usual, a wonderful spread of sandwiches,
scones, cakes and biscuits will be available, together with a
range of stalls and games.
It’s the teatime event of the year for the whole family!
Saturday, Sunday and Monday
28th, 29th and 30th August from 2pm to 6pm.

P

Hedge Cutting Request

lease may I request the parishioners of the Strettons
to ensure that their hedges which are adjacent to
either the road or the footpath are cut well back.
This is particularly necessary where the hedges overhang.
It is about the right time now following the nesting season
and Shropshire Council would really appreciate house and
land owners checking and taking action.
Chris Jackson
Shropshire Council Highways Department

Part of the window - Studio
Restaurant, High Street
Photos by Nigel Strachan
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Photo Quiz - Where is it?
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Paris here we come!

Y

ou may have noticed some posters initially advertising
some mad woman doing something. Well, now there
are two!
Marion Murdoch (famous for
physiotherapy, singing and a huge black
and white Great Dane) was persuaded
by a friend to cycle from London to
Paris, and in turn Marion managed to
persuade Jan Reeve (famous for your
every need in printing supplies) to join
her.
Marion and Jan have combined
forces to raise money for The Mayfair
Community Centre (65-70% of total)
and Revive MS Support (30-35%). So
if you see them out and about on their
bikes give them a wave or even a cheer,
and if you wish to extend your support
with a bit of cash there are sponsor forms
at the following places:
Mayfair Community Centre
The Stretton Physiotherapy Clinic
Stretton Print & Supplies
A B Optics—Sandford Avenue

Events for August

Marion and Jan are paying their own travel costs on
this adventure, so all monies raised will go directly to the
charities.
The training is going well and
‘The Girls’ are very appreciative
of all the support they are already
being given. A Ceilidh is being
organized at the All Stretton
Village Hall as a welcome back
‘Victory’ dance on September
25th 2010. It should be a really
good fun evening, so put the date
in your diary and help to make it
a great success and a final push for
the fund raising. Posters with full
details will be advertising the event
by August.
All fund raising activities will
carry our little logo, for which
we thank Trina Guy (ex-Stretton
Print).
Thanks also to Plush Hill
Cycles who are servicing Marion’s
bike.

National Trust

Wednesday, 4th August ‘Tangle and the Firesticks’ Come to Wenlock Edge and create woodland homes in the style of
Benedict Blathwayt’s fabulous book. Bring a picnic.
11.00am – 3.00pm. £2. Booking Essential - 01694 722631
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Wednesday, 11th August - Whinberry picking and Pacing the
Pike! - Join us for an exhilarating walk along this steep narrow ridge
to explore Bodbury Bronze Age hill fort where you can rest and have
your picnic and then attempt the ‘big climb’ up onto Haddon Hill
where you can get purple fingers hunting for and eating whinberries.
Suitable clothing and footwear essential.
11.00am – 3.00pm Meet at the Chalet Pavilion, Carding Mill
Valley. £2. Booking not needed.
Wednesday 18th August and 25th August - Pond dipping Dip into the stream to find out what’s lurking under the rocks. You
can make whatever you find 20 times as big by looking at it under a
microscope!! Bring your wellies!!
11.00am – 12.30pm or 2.00pm – 3.30pm Meet at the Chalet
Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley. £2. Booking not needed.
Thursday 12th August - Shooting Stars, The Perseid Shower Come and witness a magical spectacle, the dramatic Perseid Shower,
plus Planets, Constellations, and Satellites! Introductory explanation
in the Chalet Pavilion, whilst having a delicious bowl of soup. We
then head outside to explore the sky. If cloudy may be moved to
Friday or Saturday.
8.00pm – 12.00pm. £6-50. Booking Essential - 01694 722631
Saturday 21st August - Rocks make the Landscape - the Geology
of Wenlock Edge - Time travel to Silurian Seas as you take a guided
walk along Wenlock Edge, led by Christine Rayner
10.00am – 1.00pm. £5. Booking Essential - 01694 722631
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Books: A thank you

N

o need to travel to Hay-on-Wye. Church
Stretton has its own mini second-hand
book culture, including The National
Trust. At the Carding Mill Valley pavilion we have
for sale a constantly-changing book choice from
children’s, cookery, countryside, popular fiction
and much more. At the time of writing we have
a signed Keith Floyd, a boxed set of ‘His Dark
Materials’ ‘The Blair Years’ and a pop-up book of
‘The Naughty Nineteen Hundreds’! So head for
your holiday reading and browse over afternoon
tea.
All of this is only possible because of generous
donors. Please accept this as a very big thank you.
Books miraculously keep appearing. If you have
books to donate (good condition please) they can
be left at the tea room or larger amounts collected.
(01694 723068)
All the funds raised support the National Trust
here.
We would also like to thank our regular
contributors especially Tony who, as well as
supporting other local charities, helps the NT.
Remember, as Groucho Marx said, “I find
television very educating. Every time somebody
turns on the set, I go into the other room and
read a book.” And he didn’t have the joy of Big
Brother!
Janet Beaumont-Nesbitt
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Recipe of the Month
Proposed Development Plan for Shropshire
tretton Climate Care has urged Shropshire Council
to include policies to promote renewable energy and
address climate change in its proposed Development
Plan for the area and to live up to the new Government’s
aims to encourage a low carbon Britain which were included
in the new budget.
Stretton Climate Care has responded to Shropshire
Council¹s consultation on plans and policies for housing,
jobs, community facilities and infrastructure which closes on
25th June.
Stretton Climate Care would like to see the
Development Plan live up to the aspiration contained in
Shropshire’s Community Strategy that Shropshire will be
recognised as a leader in responding to climate change by
setting out a framework for development that will encourage
the development of new low or zero carbon emission energy
supplies, the development of district heating schemes and
establishing infrastructure for electric cars to be able to park
and be re-charged, which would encourage more residents to
pursue this low carbon option.
Jon Cooke, Chair of Stretton Climate Care said ‘We want
Shropshire Council to include policies that encourage the
development of renewable energy based on wind and sun, and
biomass from wood. This would reduce our reliance on fuels
such as coal and oil whose extraction can have devastating
impacts on the local environment as well as creating more
greenhouse gases leading to further climate change. The
Plan should also ensure the development of district heating
schemes will enable individual properties to be efficiently
heated by renewable energy. We would also like to see every
car park in Shropshire have the facilities for recharging electric
cars using electricity from renewable sources’.

S

News

A

part from our Book of
the Month feature, and
Parent’s
Page, it is Focus policy not
to include book reviews or
notices of publication unless
specifically linked to a news
item, eg raising cash for
charity from sales of the book.
However, we appreciate that
there are a number of local
authors who have published books and, from time to time
we are happy to print a list of these books for information.
All of the following local writers have had books
published recently and have not already had a mention in
Focus. We would like to congratulate them:
Adult Books
‘A Dog’s Life’ by Sylvia Ann Baxter
‘My Time at Sea’ by Eden S Matthews
‘Christmas in Archangel’ by Ivan Hall
‘All About Pub Signs’ by Dorothy Nicolle
‘Cuelsin’ by J Lawrie-Welsh
‘Shropshire Place Names’ by Anthony Poulton-Smith
‘Help! I Think I Might be Psychic’ by Helen Leathers
and Diane Campkin
Children / Teen Books
‘The Boy Who Fell Down Exit 43’ by Harriet Goodwin
(Shortlisted for Blue Peter Award)
‘First Wolf ’ by Carole Anne Carr
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he Church Stretton U3A (University for The
Third Age), is growing rapidly. From a promising
start of 70 members at the first meeting in May,
we have now reached over 100 and there is still lots of
interest. In July we had our second ‘Monthly’ meeting
which this time included a speaker who gave us a very
interesting and enlightening illustrated talk on English
Pub Signs. I had no idea that the humble pub played
such a significant role in our social and political history!
There is no meeting in August so the next Monthly
meeting is on Wednesday 8th September at 2.00pm in
the Parish Centre…. all are welcome.
Groups News
There are now 16 established U3A Interest Groups
– and more in the pipeline. Most have had at least one
meeting and some have had several since starting up
in June. Everyone seems to be full of enthusiasm for
the new venture. If you are interested in joining any of
the groups or want to know more about them, contact
Barbara Vickery (724179).
If you would like to join the Church Stretton U3A,
please contact Barbara Thurston (722922)

Dinner is Ready – Mince Surprise!
We have our cooked meal
of the day at noon unless we
have guests. This is the first
time I have tried this recipe
and it was very good. It’s very
easy to make too. I hope you
like it.
Ingredients:
1 lb lean minced beef
l onion chopped
4 tbsp. steak sauce
1 tbsp. flour
15 oz. can of baked beans with the sauce
8 oz can sweetcorn (drained)
1½ cups garlic-flavoured croutons (crushed)
Method:
Pre-heat the oven to 160C (325F). Brown the beef and
onion in a large frying pan and drain.
Stir in the remaining ingredients except the croutons. Pour
into a greased baking dish (9 x 13 inches).
Sprinkle crouton crumbs on the top and bake for 45 minutes
or until it bubbles around the edges. You can make this
ahead of time, freeze, and when you need it, thaw and cook.
I served it with a jacket potato but mash would be good too.
Enjoy!
‘Her Ladyship’
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www.methodistchurch.org.uk
is the website address of the
Methodist Church in Britain.
I write during the Church’s
Annual Conference in Portsmouth, and
expect it to confirm the appointments of
ministers changing Circuits during August,
including Joseph Gomez going from Church
Stretton to Dudley, and Hazel Ratcliffe
coming from Dulwich to Church Stretton.
Locally we will say farewell to Joseph,
Catherine, Joshua, Lucy and Hannah on
Saturday 31st July, and welcome to Hazel and
her husband Phil on Saturday 4th September.
Hazel will also be welcomed at St Chad’s,
Shrewsbury, on Wednesday 1st September, at
a ceremony combined with the inauguration
of the new Shropshire and Marches
Circuit. This will be a historic occasion for
Methodism in the area.
‘Conference Live’ on the website allowed
me to see significant agenda reports which
have now been debated, like one about
‘Justice for Israel-Palestine’ and another about
the new hymn and song collection ‘Singing
the Faith’. A regular website feature is ‘Word
in Time’ studies in Bible readings. The studies
are illustrated each day with a picture, and
written by a different author each week.
Another click on the computer mouse gives
each author’s CV and photograph. Much of
the web content is available for PowerPoint
projection.
It was the Anglican Church Times which
drew my attention to the Methodist app for
iPhones, which offers the same studies as
the website, supplemented with a comment
and words for a prayer. Or the content can
be heard as a podcast. The app also offers
the latest news, along with related topical
podcasts, and tweets from the Methodist
Church.
Not everyone has access either to the
website or to an iPhone, or wishes to have
access. Some who have are concerned about
how these things are abused. But the internet
is here to stay. All the churches have their
national websites, and in Church Stretton
most of them have their local site. A recent
new iPhone issue sold 600,000 on its first
day. Information technology can be a way to
present Christian material, written, pictorial
and oral, to a whole tranche of new readers or
listeners. The Methodist Church is currently
working on making the app for iPhones
available on other smart phones. ‘A Word
in Time’ is based on the readings scheme
in the annual Methodist Prayer Handbook,
issued each August, but Christians from all
backgrounds who have opted to use the web
will find the studies informative and uplifting,
should they care to log on.
Ward Davies
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June Weather

S

ome play has been made by the Met office on how dry this year has
been; a figure quoted was around 3.50 inches for the first six months.
I guess this must be for the London area? As far
as we are concerned this year has been much wetter
than last! In January we had 3.20 inches for that month
alone let alone the next 5 months! This year we have
had 10.44 inches compared with 9.14 last year and
10.32 in 2008.
On the 8th we had 1.29 inches on that day
alone and a further 0.75 on the 13th. In all rain fell
on seven days in June though on 3 days it failed to register a depth and
so is classified as ‘trace’. What made June seem so dry was the warmth
with a run of 14 days with temperatures over 70. We had 4 days with
temperatures over 80 the maximum was 83 on the 26th followed by 81.5
the next day. There was even a frost on the 15th with a minimum grass
temperature of 30F (-1C) but the temperature that day rose to 72F(22C).
Thunder was heard twice during the month but nothing close to
Stretton.
The sun shone on 25 days and we had a run of 5 consecutive days of
dry weather. Only 5! Well, we had some rain and, as I said above, some
days the precipitation was so slight it failed to register yet, that alone,
meant that day had to go down as ‘not dry’ if you see what I mean. This
occurred at intervals and so broke up a really dry run otherwise we would
have had a run of 14 consecutive dry days from the 14th to the 27th.
Robert Smart

Reg’s Ramblings
Too Clever for our own Good – Part 7
he lack of wisdom displayed by our politicians in effectively
plugging knowledge too vigorously, which I highlighted in my
previous article, has, I believe, led to a considerable and dangerous
degree of social unrest. The first signs of this came in the late 1960s when
a plethora of social science graduates, unable to find a job, embarked
on a series of riots during the ‘Psychedelic Era’. At the same time they
challenged established standards of morality and decency with the ‘Lady
Chatterley’ case leading to a sharp reduction in censorship, together with
their espousal of ‘free love’ which ridiculed the idea of marriage as a prelude
to having children, and advocated multiple sexual partnerships. We are
now seeing the end results of those misguided ideas in a national context
which has been labelled ‘Broken Britain’.
Nor does this social anarchy end there, since I have read recently that
it has become quite common for graduates to be offered jobs devoid of
financial reward – that is: “unpaid but offering an opportunity to gain
experience which might be of use at a later date”.
As if all of this was not a cynical twist in values there has also emerged
a sort of educational snobbery whereby manual workers, including
skilled tradesmen, are regarded as second class citizens instead of essential
members of a cohesive and multi-skilled society. It is surely stating the
obvious to remind ourselves that a good, hardworking – and yes – skilled
labourer is a thoroughly valuable member of any civilised society. In any
community there is nothing so divisive as class warfare or social snobbery!
Reg Heiron
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Trivia Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Wrestling
22
Rook
John McEnroe
Ninepin
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Occasional Advertisements
HENRY’S HOUSE CLEARANCE
- THE BIG TIDY UP!!!

We do:~
Full House Clearance
All Unwanted Household Items
Shed and Yard Clearance
Car and Caravan Removal
Small and Large Van with Driver for Hire
Home & Overseas Work & much, much more!
Call Henry in Clun 24/7 on
01588 640997 or 0797 4554090

Central Garage

E A Downes & Sons Ltd.
MOTs, 3 Wheeler Cars, Mini Buses, Light Commercial

ACCIDENT, REPAIRS, 24 HOUR RECOVERY
SERVICE AND REPAIRS
Cambelt Change, Clutches, Diagnostics,
Exhausts Fitted

PERIDOT

Are you at a crossroads in your life or business?
Do you want a new career but do not know where to start?
Is family harmony something that would mean peace of
mind to you?
Develop your confidence and self-esteem
Achieve your dreams
Manage your life better
For practical solutions, experienced advice, consultancy
and coaching contact:
BRIDGET CAMERON BEd(Hons), MA, NPQH
Tel: 01694 720 044/0845 362 8238 www.peridotassociates.co.uk

HAYTON CONTRACTING
Tree Surgery
Forestry Contracting
Fencing
Firewood

Ch Stretton 01694 723939, Shrewsbury 01743 368271

Call Alex on:
01694 724986 / 07989 763366
www.haytoncontracting.co.uk

PHILIPPA GEE WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING

Independent Financial Advisers
featured in The Times, Telegraph, Independent &
Sunday Times
8 High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 6BU.
Telephone 01694 722 222. www.philippagee.co.uk
Philippa Gee Wealth Management Ltd is an appointed representative of
Paradigm Financial Advisers Ltd, Paradigm House, Brooke Court, Wilmslow,
Cheshire SK9 3ND which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

Stretton Clearance

All garden and domestic rubbish and
household appliances promptly removed.
Scrap cars bought for cash.
01694 724181 07968 685623

by
Becky Williams
07984 712914

BLUESTONE
Residential lettings and management We provide the following services:
•Residential lettings: tenant find only or full management service;
•Management of apartment blocks on behalf of landlords or
leaseholders.
We are a firm of Chartered Surveyors working in
the Church Stretton area in association with Wrights Estate Agents.
For more information call Richard or Jo Lewington
Tel:01743 874465 www.bluestonelettings.co.uk

3 tier fountain with otters for sale
Please contact: 01694 723207
August 2010
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