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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

1 FrIday

Morning After Event
New Years Day Charity Walk/Run
11.00am at CS Social Club, £5, £1 juniors,
£7 families.

3 Sunday

Shropshire Ramblers
Plush Hill to Long Golden Valley and Wild
Moor Pool. Meet at 10.30

See Page 11

4 Monday

Church Stretton Flicks in the Sticks
‘Faintheart’ £3.50 seniors, £1.50 juniors.
7.30 CS School

See Page 7

6 WedneSday

Methodist Network Group
Rev Joseph Gomez
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall
Long Mynd Camera Club
An Evening with Howard Humphries FRPS.
7.30pm URC Hall

8 FrIday

Churches Together Prayers for Peace
in St Laurence’s Church. Drop in between
10.00am. and .4.00pm.

9 SaTurday

Silk painting with Jenny FitzPatrick
Learn the techniques of how to paint on silk to
create your own work of art.
£20 Booking essential. Mayfair 01694 722077
St Laurence’s Church
‘New Beginnings’ Weekend
Speaker Brigadier Ian Dobbie ‘Experiencing
Building in Faith’. 4.30pm Parish Centre

See Page 35
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On in the Strettons in January

3

regular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

10 Sunday

Shropshire Ramblers
Meet at Hillside parking area, 10.20amCleobury North walk over Clee Burf, Boyn
Water & Big Wood

See Page 42

11 Monday

Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care
Talk by Robin Jukes-Hughes on his recent book ‘Portrait of the Shropshire Hills’.
2.30pm Mayfair
CS Local History Group
Come and have your say about Church Stretton’s history - 3.30pm CS Library

See Page 11

12 Tuesday

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
Speaker Joan Kerry; ‘Child Migrants’
7.15pm SHI
Engaging Issues
Andrew Allot, Head of Biology at Shrewsbury
School, will speak on ‘Darwin’ £3
7.20 for 7.30pm URC

13 Wednesday

16 Saturday

Grand Half Price Clearance Sale
Proceeds to Mayfair Admission 50p Children
free. 10.00-2.00pm SHI

See Page 42

Ticklerton Folk Dances
8.00pm till late Ticklerton VH For more information, 01694 722418

17 Sunday

Shropshire Ramblers
Meet at 10.00am at Ragleth Inn car park, Little Stretton, up Callow Hollow and back down
Ashes Hollow.

See Page 11

19 Tuesday

South Shropshire Inter Faith Forum:
Difference and Dialogue with Jews, Christians
and Muslims
7.20 - 9.30 pm URC
Town Centre Enhancement Options
Public Meeting Open to all.- 7.30pm SHI

See Page 22

20 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Mrs Williams: ‘Women’s Refuge’
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Methodist Network Group
Mike and Margaret Edwards – ‘And then we
went to...’
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

‘Hope Bowdler Flicks in the Sticks
Enchanted April’ Tickets £4 (under sixteen
£2) 7.30pm HB Village Hall.

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No 3 Subject Open
7.30pm URC Hall

See Page 41

See Page 41

14 Thursday

See Page 22

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Open Meeting Speaker Chris Neal of the
National Garden Scheme. £3.50
7.30pm AS Village Hall

See Page 41

See Page 41

Church Stretton Chamber of Trade Winter
Disco. Licensed Bar. Tickets £5 from Wrights
Estate Agents or Van Doesburg. 8.0012.00pm SHI

24 Sunday

Shropshire Ramblers
Meet at 10.30am Onny Trail car park, near
Craven Arms, 7 m. walk up one or two gentle
hills with good views.

See Page 11

25 Monday

Shropshire Ornithological Society
AGM followed by Leo Smith “Birds in the BAP
(Shropshire Biodiversity Action Plan) Visitors £2
7.30 Methodist Church
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The Parkinson’s Disease Society
Social event at the Mayfair centre 2.00pm4.00pm.

See Page 21

Engaging Issues
An advisor from the Citizens Advice Bureau
will speak on ‘Debt problems’
7.20-9.30pm URC.
CS and District Gardening Club
‘Vegetable Growing’ by Martin Ford
7.00 SHI Speaker 7.30pm

27 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Mike and Elizabeth Knight: ‘African Adventure’
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall
Stretton Climate Care / Tree Group
Andy Grundy, Midland Wood Fuels on “Why
Wood Heat?” Members £1.00, non-members £2.00
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

See Page 35

30 Saturday

Live music
Tickets £5 from the school (722209)
See page

31 Sunday

Education Sunday
St Laurence’s service: Speaker Chris Tay,
Head of Longden School
10.30am.Church Stretton School
Shropshire Ramblers
Meet at 10.00am. Ticklerton village hall,
walk to Hargrove Wood and Mount Flirt.

See Page 11

February 3 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Brenda Alexander ‘Care not custody’
2.30 Methodist Church Hall
Long Mynd Camera Club
‘Shropshire Wildlife’ by Jim Almond
7.30pm URC Hall

StRETTON FOCUS

Town Centre Enhancement Options
Public Meeting for residents, traders and
businesses affected. - 7.30pm SHI

RSPB Craven Arms Branch
Wildlife walk in the Welshpool area
10.00am Meet in car park at Llyn Coed y Dinas

26 Tuesday

JANUARY 2010

RSPB Craven Arms Branch
“A Lane in Brazil” an illustrated talk by Mike
Lane 7.30pm at the Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre

23 Saturday

Shropshire Literary Society
Annual General Meeting
Followed by play-reading “Knit One Purl
One” by Thelma Thompson All welcome
7.30 CS Library (rear entrance)

11/12/09 12:09:00
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Church Stretton Christmas Lights and Fayre

W

ell, the great British spirit was back in force for
this event last November. The sun never appeared,
it rained all day, (until 4.55pm) but the residents
and visitors attended well throughout the day. The stall
holders were never tiring despite the miserable weather
conditions, being spurred along by the continuous stream of
music from the old-fashion barrel organ.

they had seen there for a long time for the Christingle
Service, with some 80 children present.
Finally, a really big thank you to all the traders,
stallholders, and indeed everyone who helped to make this
miserable weather day successful.
Tom Beaumont
Events Co-ordinator

The shop traders put on excellent window displays, and
everyone should have been a winner for the time and effort
spent. 1st prize went to Rainbows End, 2nd to Stretton
Menswear, and 3rd to Victoria House B&B.
So, when the lights were switched on at 5.00pm by Steve
Lunt, the Head of Church Stretton Secondary School, the
rain had just stopped, and then we had SNOW, plus the
wonderful music from the Sabrina Brass Band, to give a
magical atmosphere!
Our ‘Mr Snowman’ then made another appearance
for the children who just loved this ‘street entertainer’ and
helped with the distribution of the lanterns to them. The
attendance at St Laurence’s Parish Church was the largest
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New Year Message from the Mayor

I

n 2009, we have begun to reap the benefits of working
ever more closely together. Together with the Chamber
of Trade and the Area Tourism Group, the Town Council
now has a Marketing Plan, drawing also on the feedback
of over 1,000 respondents to our shopping survey. Our
community has been delighted to welcome new businesses
into the town, with more in prospect – tangible evidence,
along with the increased visitor numbers this year, that
our community is bouncing back from recession. The
SummerFest was a joyful celebration of our community
cohesion. That community spirit was again on display,
despite a downpour, at the Christmas Lights Celebration –
aided by a snow shower!
The Council wants to play its part in forging a strong,
supportive community with a sustainable economy. So,
we are pleased to be making progress in reducing the
housing waiting list for local families. The Council has
at the same time been working hard to influence future
planning by Shropshire Council to ensure that there is
balanced investment in infrastructure, housing, transport,
employment opportunities and leisure facilities. In the next
few months we need to decide how best to enhance our town
centre to make it more pedestrian-friendly for residents and
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visitors alike – see the article elsewhere on Town Centre
Enhancement.
Working with parents and youngsters from our awardwinning primary and secondary schools, the Council has
added a new skatepark, play equipment and a new tennis
court to the park. In the coming year, a new creative play area
will be added off Churchill Road and the new Sports and
Leisure Centre will be opened. We want as many residents
as possible of all ages to make full use of both of these
community assets to promote their health and well-being.
The Council is doing its upmost to attract external
funding so that any increase in the precept can be kept to
a minimum. To that end also, the Council has signed up
to the 10:10 Campaign to reduce its carbon emissions by
10% this year and to save money into the bargain, not least
by replacing the inefficient heating system in the Silvester
Horne Institute. We hope many residents will follow
suit, helping to build up our collective resilience for the
challenges ahead.
I wish everyone a healthy and happy New Year.
Cllr Bob Welch
Town Mayor

11/12/09 12:09:02

Reading Aloud at St Dunstan’s

1

943, and the War had been going on for four years,
bringing a vast number of casualties, including
hundreds of men and women who had been blinded
or whose sight was severely affected. St Dunstan’s existed
for them, having been created in 1915 to care for the
blinded of the First World War. Its main training centre
was in Brighton: far too dangerous a place in war-time,
with its buildings overlooking the Channel and beyond,
German-occupied France. Therefore there was a wholesale
evacuation of men, women and equipment to safer areas,
and the peaceful little town of Church Stretton was chosen
as the new training centre, where the recently-blinded could
receive their first training in mobility, typing and Braille.
The organisation requisitioned the Longmynd Hotel, several
other hotels and private houses, and the Maltings.
One day, my mother received a letter. Could she spare
some time to come and read aloud to some of the blinded
officers, who were living in Battlefield (now Field House) in
Sandford Avenue? Well no, she couldn’t, but I had just left
school and was waiting to be called up; would I do?
I was summoned to Battlefield for an interview with Sir Ian
Fraser (later Lord Fraser), the blind Chairman of St Dunstan’s,
who came to visit the centre from time to time. I was handed
The Times - unfamiliar to me at the time - and asked to turn
to, and read, the Law Report. Nervous anyway, I did not do
it much justice, but it was fortunately followed by Gray’s
Anatomy. As I had done a good deal of biology at school, the
medical terms tripped happily off my tongue; Sir Ian threw
back his head and laughed, and said, “Start work tomorrow.”
The blinded officers, of whom there were seven or eight
in the house at the time, were all either trying to reacquaint
themselves with their peace-time professions or preparing
themselves for some new work, such as physiotherapy (hence
Gray’s Anatomy). Economics was also a popular choice, as
it helped to lay the foundation of a knowledge of business
affairs. They also enjoyed something a little less taxing: a
novel, or The Times crossword.
Amongst them was Bill, a captain in the Canadian
forces. He had been a mining engineer, and wanted to keep
abreast with developments in his field. He introduced me to
the Canadian Journal of Mining and Metallurgy (certainly
not subjects in my school’s curriculum). Fortunately I was
not expected to discuss - or even try to understand - what

we read, but merely read it as nearly as
possible to the speed at which a sighted
person would take it in. After about two
hours of reading, I would escort Bill up
to the Longmynd Hotel, where classes in
Braille and typing were held in the big rooms on the ground
floor; later I would go back to accompany him to Battlefield
again. Meanwhile Geoff, an ex-bank clerk with a razor-sharp
brain, would solve the crossword clues that I read to him; he
had lost one hand and was paralysed on the other side, so
his physical training was very limited, though he was able to
type, using a special device fitted to his arm.
After I had been at Battlefield for a while, it was
suggested that I might make it my full-time war work,
rather than being drafted into one of the armed services or
a factory, and this was arranged. In the end, I spent nearly
three years there, joining the Red Cross and carrying out
many other duties, though reading remained predominant.
Most of the men stayed from six to nine months before
going on to work, university or further training, but the
numbers in the house increased rather than lessened, as
casualties continued from many fronts. We had British,
Canadian, New Zealanders; a Pole and a Yugoslavian.
The reading aloud was sometimes very personal,
as no-one could read his own letters. Sometimes the
correspondence was routine business, sometimes regular
family news. The Yugoslavian had one in Cyrillic script: a
real test, as my knowledge of the characters was limited to
those which resembled Ancient Greek. It was not a great
success; I did better when someone got one in French.
The most touching of all was one which suddenly
arrived for Siggy, our Pole - a most charming and courteous
little man who always kissed ladies’ hands on introduction.
He suddenly, after a gap of some years, received a letter from
his wife in Poland, and it fell to me to try to read it - in
Polish, of course. He was overjoyed, and enormously grateful
for my stumbling efforts. I think another Pole on the Staff
probably re-read it to him more intelligently later on, but
the honour had been mine first.
These men, in spite of their handicaps, went on
to become politicians, clergy, welfare officers and
physiotherapists. I like to think that the reading helped.
Anne Walters

N
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inety Gift Boxes were filled with Christmas gifts
bound for Eastern Europe by the Inner Wheel
ladies pictured here. Each box contains a variety
of non perishable edibles, clothing, toiletries, games or toys
and stationery as well as a greetings card. Packing was an
enjoyable activity especially as it culminated in a delicious
lunch provided by Inner Wheel International representatives
Jill Themans and Sue March.
Many of the gifts were given by Inner Wheel friends,
and we would like to thank them all very much for their
generosity. It helped us to send a record number of boxes to
the charity!
Margaret Stokes

JANUARY 2010

Inner Wheel Club of Church Stretton
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Flicks in the Sticks –
Church Stretton

Hawthorn Replacement
Berry Pick

he Spring Season of Church Stretton’s Flicks
in the Sticks will open in the School Hall on
4th January with the light-hearted comedy
Faintheart and then over the next few months will
show dramas encompassing the worlds of cooking, evolution
science, poetry and people smuggling, all areas of human
endeavour well known to the residents of the Strettons.
The start times are 7.30pm (doors opening at 7.00pm)
and tickets remain at £3.50p for adults and £1.50p.
Refreshments will be available before and during the
showings and the tiered seating is padded.
FAINTHEART Comedy (Cert PG 90mins) – January 4
Set in the world of battle re-enactments, Faintheart
is a comedy that charts the epic quest of Viking Warrior
Readmund the Just, aka Richard the sales assistant, as he
attempts to win back the love of his long suffering wife Cath.
CREATION Drama (Cert PG 108 mins) – February 1
What happens when a world-renowned scientist, crushed
by the loss of his eldest daughter, conceives a book which
will prove the non-existence of God? This is the story of
Charles Darwin and his master work The Origin of Species.
It tells of a global revolution played out in the confines of
a small English village; a passionate marriage torn apart by
the most dangerous idea in history; and a theory saved from
extinction by the logic of a child.
BRIGHT STAR Drama (Cert PG 119 mins) – March 1
London 1818: A secret love affair begins between
23-year-old English poet, John Keats, and the girl next door,
Fanny Brawne, an outspoken student of high fashion. This
unlikely pair begins at odds, he thinking her a stylish minx,
while she is unimpressed, not only by his poetry but by
literature in general. However, when Fanny hears that Keats
is nursing his seriously ill younger brother, her efforts to
help touch Keats, and when she asks him to teach her about
poetry, he agrees. When Fanny’s alarmed mother and Keats’
best friend finally awake to their attachment, the relationship
has an unstoppable momentum. Intensely and helplessly
absorbed in each other, the young lovers are swept deeply
into powerful new sensations.
FROZEN RIVER Drama (Cert 15 97mins) – April 12
Set in a real-life smuggling zone on a Native American
reservation between New York State and Quebec where the
lure of fast money presents a daily challenge to single moms
who would otherwise be making minimum wage. Strapped
for money and having been deserted by her husband,
working class Ray, reluctantly teams up with Lila, a widowed
Mohawk Indian, to smuggle illegal immigrants across the
frozen St. Lawrence River from Canada to the US in the
trunk of a Dodge Spirit. Both women swear each trip will
be their last, but one final run across the river leads to a
showdown with the law on all sides.
JULIE AND JULIA Drama (Cert 12A 123 mins) – May 10
A woman verging on thirty and frustrated in a temp
secretary job takes on a yearlong culinary quest: cook all 524
recipes in Julia Child’s Mastering the Art of French Cooking.
She chronicles her trials and tribulations in a blog that
catches on with the food crowd.

alkers in Carding Mill Valley in early November,
were most curious when they saw hawthorn
berries being gathered by the bagfull. When asked
what they were going to be made into, I explained that
although the berries are edible, they are probably not worth
the effort. But there are hundreds of stressed Hawthorn trees
on the Long Mynd that are well over 100 years old and they
are not providing sufficient offspring. So there was a gang of
National Trust volunteers picking berries to grow more trees.
Hawthorn seeds,
like many plants, have
built in dormancy
mechanisms that
decrease the chance of
seeds germinating at
the wrong time of the
year, or in the wrong
place. It can take years
for all the seeds to
germinate, and some
seeds have to be eaten
by the right birds first.
So tricks have been
devised to speed things
up, such as filing
through the outer hard
seed layer to expose the
inner seed. Cycles of freezing and thawing can also work for
some seeds.
In our case, we are hoping to achieve 500 saplings
from the 27 kilos of berries that we picked. The berries
are being sent to Forestart, just north of Shrewsbury. They
are a specialist seed company who know how to break the
dormancy codes. They will treat the seeds which, after
germination, will be grown on until the saplings are large
enough to grow over the heather and bracken.
Richard Hickman

T

Last Month’s Photo

Answer in next month’s Focus

The answer to
December’s teasing
Christmas photograph
is The Church of the
Nativity, Bethlehem.
Probably taken some
time before a lot of
readers will remember!

StRETTON FOCUS
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Photo Quiz - Where is it?

JANUARY 2010

While we are assured that these films will be available
on the dates advertised, you are advised to check with the
posters around the town or ring 724330 if in any doubt.

W
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters
Town Centre Enhancements
At the Chamber of Trade meeting at the Parish Centre
on 10th December, proposals and associated issues were
discussed concerning the Market Square and High Street.
Many views and concerns were investigated, and a full report
on this very important subject will be available at the Town
Council offices in late January 2010.
There are two further meetings planned on this
topic with traders and residents on 14th January, and
the general public on 19th January. CSTC can then put
recommendations to the County at a meeting on 16th
February. For further information and details, please contact
CSTC at the High Street offices.
Health and Social Care Partnership
This very important group have looked at several projects
and ideas aimed at linking statutory and voluntary resources
more effectively, to improve care and response times. One
main area of concern would be especially frail and vulnerable
people. Other areas, in brief, would be to look into the needs
of those requiring ‘end of life’ care and to respond more
effectively to emergencies. Further details will be forthcoming
in the near future from this very active group of people.
Working together for a Safer Community
CSTC was represented at a recent forum, organised by
the West Mercia Police, Church Stretton Division. Among
the issues that were discussed were: educating vulnerable
people re burglary, anti-social behaviour, the Rural Watch
Scheme, parking advice re valuables in vehicles, and further
possible use of CCTV. Quarterly meetings with CSTC
representatives are planned for 2010.
Christmas Lights and Fayre
See the separate article in this issue, giving a more
detailed report, with photographs of this event.

‘Where to Stay’ Booklet
Ten thousand copies of this very popular booklet were
distributed, so it was decided by CSATG to re-print and
revise, add extra features, and widen distribution. This will
be a ‘main guide booklet’, available in early 2010, and will be
re-named ‘In and Around Church Stretton’.
As the previous version proved most successful, the
revised edition is an excellent way of marketing Church
Stretton for traders and accommodation providers alike and
is a very informative guide and asset to any visitor to the area.
New Sports/Leisure and Community Centre
This facility is scheduled to open in early 2010, with
an event to take place on 17th April in the grounds of the
Church Stretton Secondary School. A Community Advisory
Group was formed on 30th November 2009, to inform the
Management Board of the Leisure Centre of the needs of
the community. The company (Teme Leisure), who will be
engaged to manage this facility, have successfully run and
operated both the Ludlow and the Bishop Castle complexes.
Further details will be forthcoming in early 2010, to
ensure the success of the ‘event day’ on 17th April.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning
applications can be viewed in the Council Office window
at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk .
Brief details and decisions on one or two of the major
applications affecting the Parish may also be included in this
section in future editions of Focus but this will be subject to
space being available in each issue.
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor

Book of the Month
Night in the Snow by Rev Donald Carr

StRETTON FOCUS JANUARY 2010
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n Sunday 29th January 1865, having taken the
morning service at Woolstaston, the Reverend
Donald Carr set out for his other parish church at
Ratlinghope on the far side of the Long Mynd – a journey
he had made every Sunday in all weathers for many years
in order to take an afternoon service. Despite deep snow he
arrived at Ratlinghope, took the service, then left to return
to Woolstaston for the evening service. But the weather had
taken a turn for the worse and he became lost in a blinding
snow storm on top of the Long Mynd.
This little book (only 32 pages) tells the story of his epic
journey and amazing survival on one of the worst nights
Shropshire has ever known. Complete with a map of his
route and some old photographs and drawings, it makes
compulsive reading, especially as it takes place on the Long
Mynd, a setting most Focus readers will know well.
Hilary Jones

Country Market
Please note: there will be no Country Market in January
and February 2010. The Market will restart on Friday
19th March 2010, at Mayfair, 8.45am.
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Anglican Voice
New Beginnings
ew Beginnings is the title of a weekend (9th-10th
January) which we are holding with Brigadier Ian
Dobbie. Ian will be speaking under the title of ‘A
Soldier’s Question’. He will speak at a men’s breakfast on
Saturday 9th at 8am - all men who would like to come
should contact John Hughes on 722582 to book their meal.
At 12.30pm Ian will speak at a women’s lunch - contact
the parish office on 724224 or Mrs Cami Aston on 01584
861396 to book. Because he was also very involved in the
£2m development at St. Nicholas’ Sevenoaks, he will also
speak at an open meeting on Saturday 9th at 4.30pm on
‘Experiencing Building in Faith’. All these meetings will be
in the Parish Centre, Church St.
Our Church Council has decided definitely to go ahead
with the re-ordering of the interior of St Laurence’s with
new heating system etc. This followed the granting of the
faculty (official permission) the day before and the requisite
proportion of the funds required (given or promised) the
Sunday before! We are expecting builders to begin work on
Phase 1 of the Building in Faith project on 11th January,
which means clearing the church building before then.
Services will be held in the Parish Centre for up to six
months, but plans are well in hand for this. Any funerals

N

South Shropshire Rambles

R

amblers have five short walks in January, all on
Sundays. Visitors are welcome. Bring a snack and
drink, walking boots and waterproof clothing. Sorry
no dogs are allowed. For long walks, of which we have five,
ring the Rambles Secretary on 01547 530179.
3rd January, 10.30am. Frank & Frances Hay (01694
724723)lead from Plush Hill - Long Mynd a 6+ mile.(Exp.
217. GR 452 964) moderate walk to Golden Valley and
Wild Moor Pool.
10th January, 10.30. Frank O’Neil (01746 787325) leads
from Hillside parking area, Cleobury North (Exp. 217.
GR608 872) a 5.5.mile. walk over Clee Burf, Boyn Water
and Big Wood - steady ascent.

A
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24th January, 10.30am Eric Phillips (01694 781465) leads
from the Onny Trail car park, near Craven Arms (Exp. 217.
GR 429 845) a 7 mile. Walk up one or two gentle hills with
good views.
31st January , 10.30 Claire Cox (01694 722754) leads from
Ticklerton village hall (Exp.217. GR 485 909) a 5.5 mile.
pleasant easy walk to Hargrove Wood and Mount Flirt.

BIG LIVE MUSIC NIGHT
Classic Covers from ‘VLAADKA’
Hot Jazz from Ludlow’s ‘2CV’
Jazzydubfunk from Shropshire’s ‘Neotopia’
Indie Dance from Worcester’s ‘Skewwiff ’
Plus SPECIAL GUESTS

January 30th 7.30pm
Rushbury Village Hall ~ SY6 7DS
Fully Licensed Bar
Tickets £5 in advance
from the bands and reception at
Church Stretton School: 01694 722209
All proceeds to Church Stretton School PFA Funds

StRETTON FOCUS

very changeable month, with short
spells of dry weather and very long
spells of wet weather. Although
November did not set a new record for rain
with a total of 4.69in it was well above last year’s 2.83in
and the month’s mean rainfall of 2.69in. Most it fell in the
form of showers with no less than 17 days, and with more
continual rain we had only six completely dry days overall.
Temperatures held up well. The maximum was the same
as last year, 59F, and the minimum of 32F was well above
last year’s 24, which meant the mean temperature for the
month was a good 45.3F well above last year’s 41.5F. Frost
was scarce with only three frosts in the month. The lowest
was a mere 31F so none of those hard frosty mornings with
bright sunshine which help to lighten an otherwise dull
and miserable month. W S Gilbert thought ‘February was
a beastly month’. I think November must run it a close
second!

17th January, 10.00am Geoff Kynaston (01694 722738)
leads a 4.5+ mile. walk from the Ragleth Inn car park, Little
Stretton (Exp. 217. GR 442918) up Callow Hollow and
back down Ashes Hollow.
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November Weather

during this time can be held in the Parish
Centre or at another church in the Strettons. We
apologise for any inconvenience but believe the
price is worth paying if we end up with a building which,
while preserving the best of the old, is user-friendly for people
in the 21st century. Pamphlets are at the back of St Laurence’s
with full details, including how to make a gift, if anyone
should want to assist the parish church in this way. There are
also items for sale including pews!
Plans are also being worked on to provide a new
entrance with toilet and crèche facilities. Many are deterred
by having to go outside to the toilet and young families feel
much more at home with their babies under the same roof.
The plans will be put on show when they are ready.
On Education Sunday, 31st January, we are going to
amalgamate the 9.30 and 1105 services and meet at the
Church Stretton School, Shrewsbury Road, at 10.30am.
Our speaker will be Chris Tay, head of Longden School
and a member of Meole Brace church. The theme will be
being a lifelong learner. Local teachers and people involved
in education will take part in the service. All are welcome
whether involved in education or not.
So January 2010 will be a time of new beginnings in
many ways!
Richard Hill
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Mayoral Charity Ball on 14th November at the Longmynd
Hotel. Their generosity took many forms, whether in
The PFA (Parents and Friends Association) of Church
donating items for auction or for raffling or in bidding for
Stretton School are delighted to thank everyone involved in those items, not to mention the good spirits contributed by
making their pre-Christmas Craft Fayre so successful.
over 80 ball-goers, dressed in their finery, who all helped to
This event has always been very popular with the wider
make it a thoroughly enjoyable evening. Thanks to them
community and has been running for 22 years!
all, the event raised £1,000 for the two local charities, the
On 7th November the school was buzzing with nearly 60 Mayfair Trust and the Church Stretton Leisure Trust, the
professional stallholders selling a fantastic range of crafts and latter aiming to furnish the community area of the new
products. Many of our stallholders have become regulars, as
Sports and Leisure Centre, opening early in the New Year.
have visitors to the event. It’s definitely a date in the diaries
By popular demand, the Ball will be repeated next year,
each year. Between raffle ticket sales, funds from stallholders so please reserve Saturday 27th November in your diaries!
and the PFA Café, a magnificent £2,500 was raised.
Many thanks again.
Many thanks to everyone for their support and custom,
Bob Welch
and congratulations to our raffle ticket winners who were
Town Mayor
delighted with their prizes. We look forward to seeing you all
next November!
‘Focus on Gifts’ Gift Fair
Anyone interested in having a stall in November 2010
This themed gift fair, held on 11th November at the
should contact Mrs Debbie Lowther at Church Stretton
Parish Centre in aid of Breast Cancer Care, was a fabulous
School, telephone 01694 722209, for an application form.
success with plans to make this an annual event.
Pam Allsop, the organiser, said “We raised £1,150 for the
Mayoral Charity Ball
charity and I wish to thank all the volunteers who helped to
I would like to express my thanks to all of the individuals make the event such a success.”
Many thanks.
and businesses who so generously supported the inaugural
Pam Allsop, Tel. 01694 723899

‘Crafty’ Success Again

Reg’s Ramblings

Prize for Pies

Too Clever for our Own Good – Part 3

illiam Hough, of Hough & Sons Butchers in
Church Stretton, recently won three awards for
his pies at the English Winter Fair in Stafford.
The fair, which superseded the National Primestock Show,
promotes the very best of British livestock farming.

William was awarded Silver for his turkey, ham and
stuffing pie (achieving 94 out of a possible 100 points), and
two Bronzes for his medium and small pork pies.
William said, “It was my first time at a show, and we
have only been making our own pies for four months, so
I was delighted to win these awards. We now make all our
own pies on the premises.”
Editors: Congratulations to William and the team at Hough &
Sons on these awards.
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As well as huge achievements in transportation, the
twentieth century was also the era of development in
electronic communication. This began with Marconi proving
his theory of radio waves by sending a signal from Cornwall
to Newfoundland in 1901, with its subsequent development
for warlike purpose during World War One leading to a
proliferation of international bodies such as the BBC during
the 1920s.
John Logie Baird then developed a system of
transmitting visual images, ‘Television’, and World War Two
saw the subsequent construction of what was, in effect, the
world’s first computer at Bletchley Park.
In the immediate post-war period television became a
popular form of home entertainment but, at the same time,
a destructive influence on family life and the morals and
behavioural problems of our young folk.
Not only was the television set left on at meal times
in many households, but meals were often eaten in front
of a live screen, thereby killing family conversation,
communication and sense of community.
Additionally, the mental development of children is
corrupted further by the use of television as a form of childminding. This means sitting them in front of the screen for
hours on end with no selectivity of programmes but the
simple objective of ‘keeping them quiet’. It ensconces them
in a fantasy world instead of engaging in healthy outdoor
activities and association with their peers - an effect often
exacerbated by access to video games containing elements of
violence. Is there any wonder that we are witnessing so much
unruly and violent behaviour on the part of our young folk?
Reg Heiron
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Dear Editors . . .
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A response to John Woolmer’s ten points
As the LJC member for Church Stretton
I want to respond to John Woolmer’s message
in the recent edition of Focus. Like many
others he seems to misunderstand the role
of the LJC, which is a community group
seeking to resolve community matters and
concerns throughout the Strettondale area.
The problems he raises are aimed at Church
Stretton directly and should be directed to
the Council and in turn, responded to by them. It is important
to note that Unitary government was intended to enable local
Town and Parish Councils to talk individually to officers at
Shropshire Council, either directly to senior officers or through
the elected Unitary Councillor or Councillors without having
a District Council in between. Recent attempts to do this by a
number of town groups have been stifled by council bureaucracy,
as well as seeming political infighting by various groups of the
leading political party at Shropshire Council. Many of us feared
that bureaucratic control of our affairs and loss of representation
would result from Unitary and was one of the reasons we
residents in South Shropshire opposed Unitary, then for it to
be enforced without our consent. Now to deal directly with the
concerns he raises. I agree with his sentiments but let us not
forget that Church Stretton was runner-up in a recent national
competition about cleanest towns, admittedly as a result of
sterling efforts by Pride of Place volunteers and others. As for
antisocial behaviour and similar I have been impressed by the
recent efforts applied by our local police representative who seems
committed to dealing with this – let’s give him time! Certainly we
can always improve but let’s be grateful for what we have, which
is a credit to many volunteers in our town. I do take exception to
his final remarks (item 10) especially the implication that elected
representatives should take a more active role in listening and
responding to local problems. We do our best as volunteers under
difficult circumstances to meet all our residents’ ambitions and
deal with their concerns. We have a very responsive Town Clerk
and council officers who go out of their way to help residents. It
has been said many times, and I say it to you John - if you don’t
think you are being represented properly join the council, as we
are continually looking for new elected representatives and are
always ready to stand down, if the majority considers we are not
doing our job!!.
Peter Relph
Praise for Church Stretton Station.
Eleven Minutes Late, a Train Journey to the Soul of Britain,
by Matthew Engel contains the following paragraph. “Through
Needham Market, with its mysterious chimneys and towers like a
miniature Gormenghast, and Stowmarket, which does a nifty line
in cherry Madeira cake. I added them both to my list of favourites.
They joined Glasgow Central, Lancaster, Birmingham Moor
Street, rebuilt like a film set, tarty Sheffield, Church Stretton in
Shropshire, with its floral displays and its sign indicating latitude
and longitude (just in case the driver is lost), classical Huddersfield,
which could serve as the capital of a small but pretentious state
(Britain, perhaps), Kents Bank on the Barrow line, with its
splendid awning and its heavenly view and remote Dolau on the
Heart of Wales, lovingly maintained by the handful of locals.”
This is praise indeed, and a wonderful tribute to the
band of volunteers who have worked so hard to turn our
station into something quite outstanding. Any Railway buff
will enjoy the book and all of us in Church Stretton can be
grateful to everyone who has been part of this transformation.
George Roby
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Christmas through the ages
Through the 2000 years of Christianity Christmas has
changed its message according to the spirit of the age. It is
now linked to consumerism, and you won’t find Baby Jesus
in the Harrods Christmas shop.
At the beginning of Christianity, Jesus’ birth was not
involved. Christmas was meant to rival the pagan festivities
of the winter solstice, which celebrated the longest night,
the lengthening of days, the return of the sun. Christmas
exalted ‘Christ, the light of the world’. Hence the lighted
candle on every Irish window sill, the candles on fir trees in
northern Europe, and the blaze of lights at midnight mass.
Then, in the 13th century, at Grecchio in Italy, St Francis of
Assisi inaugurateds a Christmas crib, built by one of his friars.
He read the Gospel with such devotion that even men cried!
St Nicholas, whose feast day is on 6th December, was a 4th
century bishop of Mira, in Turkey. His name has always been
associated with children. His legend pictures him riding a horse
and dropping coins down the chimneys of mean dwellings. The
money fell in shoes and stockings, left in hearths to dry and keep
warm. Hence the Dutch story of Santa Claus, and the custom of
filling shoes or stockings with presents on Christmas day.
All those stories were associated with faith, thanksgiving,
generosity and goodwill. Are there any of those virtues left in
the modern version of Christmas?
Simone Crawley
Climate Change – a sceptic’s view
I think we must face up to the fact that the climate
change lobby are only interested in one thing, their own
lucrative careers. Wild claims from pseudo-scientists about
CO2 emissions bringing Armageddon are clearly nonsense,
because they deliberately ignore the major greenhouse
gas, water vapour, which is 70 times as powerful as carbon
dioxide in its effect upon our climate, yet we have no control
over the seas that it rises from.
Since 1998, which was very warm, the global temperature
has fallen slightly, but still we are in a mild phase, and oil,
gas and coal prices are in decline, because only half the usual
amount of fuel is being burned to heat homes and offices,
with emissions also down by a third as a result.
Lord Stern’s recent advice to stop eating meat is clearly
nonsense, because if we no longer kept cattle, sheep, pigs and
goats there would be no leather or wool, so synthetics based on oil
and coal, such as nylon and plastic, would be needed even more.
Importantly, if livestock were no longer kept, the
farmyard manure necessary to grow the organic vegetables
the veggie lobby want us to eat would no longer be produced
from animals, and more chemical fertilizers, also made from
oil, must inevitably be utilized. Ungrazed, the land would
quickly revert to scrub, and unfertilized, would produce no
food, so we would all die of starvation.
Certainly, don’t waste the earth’s resources with patio
heaters, huge cars, floodlighting (like we see at All Stretton Hall
‘retirement home’ – it’s simply unbelievable light pollution) and
manufactured pet foods, when scraps would be better for them,
but why pander to the extreme green lefties, who would create an
Orwellian society, and control everyone to satisfy their own ego?
Having lived here for 60 years, I have seen horrendous
winters – 1947, 1963, 1966 and 1981, and some good
summers, a measure of which is the size of marrows. This
summer was not a good one for marrows, which only grew
to half their normal size, and took longer to do this. I think
we have seen the peak of the ‘warm phase’, more’s the pity!
W F Kerswell
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Quaker Voice

Parkinson’s Disease Society

More on Diversity!

A

W

What’s That Book?
by Anne Walters
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Trivia Corner No 74 by Ken Willis
1. Alphabetically, which is the first day of the week?
2. Which nocturnal beetle emits a greenish light
from organs on its abdomen?
3. What is the common name for ‘pyrite’ or ‘iron
pyrites’?
4. Which National Holiday was first celebrated in
England in 1974?
5. Which Spanish city is the setting for Bizet’s
Carmen and Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro?

Does Anyone Recognise This Photo?

Found behind an old cabinet – if you recognise anyone
in this photo or can identify the occasion, please contact
Nicola or Helen on 722399
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Answer on page 35

re you living with Parkinson’s disease, or do you know
someone who is? If so, the Church Stretton support
group of the Parkinson’s Disease Society would like to
hear from you.
The group was formed a few years ago but has recently
become an official support group of the PDS.
The Parkinson’s Disease Society (PDS) exists with a
mission which is the conquest of Parkinson’s disease and the
alleviation of the suffering and distress it causes, through
effective research, education, welfare and communication.
It produce a large number of helpful leaflets and booklets to
assist sufferers and carers through the difficulties which the
disease causes.
The Church Stretton support group was formed to
assist the PDS in that mission and to support locally those
with Parkinson’s disease and their carers by providing help,
companionship and other assistance where necessary.
The group usually meets on the fourth Monday of
each month at the Mayfair centre at 2.30 pm. The meeting
generally takes the format of an interesting talk on various
subjects followed by a cup of tea. Anyone is welcome. The
January meeting however is on Tuesday 26th January 2010
and will be slightly different from the usual meeting, as
we are holding a social event at the Mayfair centre from
2.00pm to 4.00pm. We would love to see new faces so why
not come along to meet us? The event is open to those
with Parkinson’s, their carers or anyone with an interest in
Parkinson’s disease.
Richard Broughton 01743 718174
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e are fortunate in the Strettons
to have such a well produced
magazine as the Stretton Focus
to read each month. One of its strengths is its diversity, with
contributions by people with very different viewpoints.
Many will have noticed in a recent issue two contrasting
views on God’s part in the raising of funds for the new Parish
Church improvements, both views from well respected local
Christians. One suggested that in a world in which money
was desperately needed for humanitarian purposes, prayers
requesting money for the project will be listened to by God
with contempt. The other contributor reported back after
successful fundraising for the project with the headline,
“God Answers Prayers!!” (October Focus pages 21 and 42).
We have seen diversity in notions of God, with one
church minister suggesting that God does not live ‘out there’,
(August Focus), to have the view challenged by another
Christian who sees God as ‘living in heaven’ (which the
article implies is ‘out there’). (October Focus).
Unlike most churches, there are no creeds which
Quakers are expected to adhere to, and diversity of belief is
marked, (though I think it true to say most Quakers would
consider themselves to be liberal rather than fundamentalist
in their beliefs!) Last month’s Quaker Voice Focus article
states that “Living as part of a community where people
hold different views is both enriching and challenging”, and
suggests that in matters of religion listening to different view
points has an enriching rather than a negative effect.
Quaker Faith and Practice states:
“There will also be diversity of experience, of belief and
of language. Friends maintain that expressions of faith must
be related to personal experience. Some find traditional
Christian language full of meaning; some do not. Our
understanding of our own religious tradition may sometimes
be enhanced by insights of other faiths. The deeper realities
of our faith are beyond precise verbal formulation and our
way of worship based on silent waiting testifies to this.
Our diversity invites us both to speak what we know
to be true in our lives and to learn from others. Friends
are encouraged to listen to each other in humility and
understanding, trusting in the Spirit that goes beyond our
human effort and comprehension.” (Quaker Faith and
Practice 1.01)
Les Dobb
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Parents’ Corner
A big thank you

W

ork to start building the new play area on Richard
Robinson field should start very soon. A big thank
you to all the parents, children and residents who
helped decide which of the three tenders should be chosen
in the consultations. We felt right from the start that the
play area should be designed and chosen by those that were
going to use it – the children – and we are delighted that

they have been so involved. And
their involvement doesn’t stop there!
There are two competitions which
the children are also participating in –
one to name the play area and one to
design a secret garden which will then
be implemented.
Work starting in January will be to complete Phase
1 of the project. This will be to install pathways and
play equipment. Children felt that planting was very
important, not only for aesthetics, but as an integral
part of their play. Phase 2 will therefore involve creating
exciting spaces through placing well chosen plants, both
in visual and other sensory ways. Please be patient if the
play area looks a little bare whilst we move from Phase 1
to 2! We will get there as soon as we can!
The last phase of the project will be to build an
enclosed pre-school area which should provide a different
kind of play experience to that in the Town Park.
Focussing on natural, imaginative and non-prescriptive
play, pre-school children will be able to use their
creativity to gain a sense of adventure in a safe, secure
environment.
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank
you - to the Town Council for all their ongoing help
and support, head teachers Mr Lunt and Mr Langford

Town Centre Enhancement Options Church Stretton
ver the last 30 years, proposals have come forward on at least three
Union Workhouse
occasions to make the Square and High St. a more pedestrian-
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friendly area but none have ever been implemented because of the
difficulty in achieving a consensus on what precisely to do.
Residents may recall the Town Centre Enhancement Exhibition in
the Parish Centre back in October 2008. The majority feedback from that
event was again in favour of some form of enhancement, but, because
of uncertainty about the impact, there was general support for an initial
pilot scheme to test out the preferred options. Since then, the Shropshire
Council Transport Planning Unit has been working up costed options, as
part of its county-wide programme of upgrading market town centres, with
a spending limit of £200,000.
As was promised at the Strettondale Joint Committee back in July,
these options are now to be subject to a further public consultation before
any final decisions are made. In order to ensure that everyone has an
opportunity to have their say, the Town Council has arranged two public
meetings. The first of these will be for the residents, traders and businesses
immediately affected by these options. This will be held in the Silvester
Horne Institute on Thursday 14th January at 7.30pm. The second public
meeting, open to everyone, will be held on Tuesday 19th January again at
7.30pm at the same venue.
All of the views expressed will be taken into account by the Town
Council, which will make its final recommendations to Shropshire Council
about enhancements, including any pilot schemes, at its Council meeting
on Tuesday 16th February.
The Town Council is very conscious of the need to ensure majority
community backing for any proposed changes, so wishes to encourage as
many residents and businesses as possible to contribute to this important
decision-making process.
Please come along and share your views and/or put your comments in
writing to the Town Council no later than 31st January.
Cllr. Bob Welch, Town Mayor
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Information needed, please!

A

s a member of the Church Stretton
Area Local History Group ( previously
the Rectory Wood Community
History Group), I am researching life in
the Church Stretton Workhouse. The
original building used was in High Street,
but was replaced in 1838 by a purpose
built establishment, erected on Shrewsbury
Road. The workhouse survived into the
20th century, but by the 1930s, the County
Council was using part of the building as a
children’s home. In about 1959 the old site
was cleared. The present day schools now
stand on the spot. The only picture of the
workhouse that I am aware of is a sketch,
attributed to Mrs. K.W. Gaskell, in David
Bilbey’s book Church Stretton, published in
1985.
I wonder whether any readers have photos
of the workhouse building at any stage in
its life tucked away in their family archives?
Similarly, if anyone has any family history
stories or reminiscences about life in the local
workhouse I would be delighted to talk to
them.
My email address is carolyn.chutersmith@
hotmail.co.uk or telephone 01743 873461.
Carolyn Smith.
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for their willing cooperation and hospitality, PCs Bailey and Coffey for their
advice and time and not least the Play Partnership and Play Builder scheme
for funding us. Stretton’s children need good resources and hopefully this
play area will serve them well.

Film review – ‘Up’

Pixar’s latest classic for children is
‘Up’. When I say it’s for children, this
film is so fantastically spellbinding and
well paced that it more than matches
any movie I have seen recently. Written
and directed by the team who gave us
Monsters, Inc. and Finding Nemo,
‘Up’ begins in the 1930s depicting the relationship between Carl and Ellie
Fredricksen in a five minute compacted life story of a happy, but childless,
couple who have a dream to visit the legendary Paradise Falls. But, as the bills
mount up and life throws its usual challenges, their dream seems to be just
that. They grow old together, revealing as they do a touching, humorous and
beautiful relationship so believable that it is hard to see how animation could
possibly achieve it - never mind in just 5 movie minutes!
So, it is particularly devastating for Carl when, aged 78, Ellie dies. The
story continues as Carl becomes a stubborn and cantankerous widower who
is battling local real-estate bosses who want to send him to a nursing home so that they can construct a development
over the house that he and Ellie so carefully built. In an act of defiance, and in a last ditch attempt to visit Paradise Falls,
he ties up thousands of balloons to the roof of his house and sails off into the bright blue sky to fulfil his dream.
But there is one complication. Eight year old boy-scout Russell happens to be on the porch when the house takes
off. Here it is then that one of the most unlikely of duos come together for an amazing, hilarious (I cried at the alpha
dog), emotional and entertaining adventure. You have to see it.
Zoe Keeling

Opening of The Sports
and Leisure Centre.

P
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here should have been
few noticeable changes in
our region, when the new
national rail timetables came into
force on 13th December. One
improvement to the Wrexham and
Shropshire service to and from
Marylebone was the bringing forward of the last weekday
train from London, to 18.33hrs. Although one-and-a-half
hours earlier, its arrival at Shrewsbury at 21.51 does mean
that a connection train to Church Stretton can be caught.
This service also now stops at Leamington Spa and can pick
up and set down, in both directions, at Banbury.
Perhaps the most important piece of information to
come from the Newsletter No.83 for December 2009, was
that concern had been expressed within the committee about
the current inbalance of material in the Newsletter, and the
absence of travel news. Therefore, the Editor, Derek Askew
proposed to make it the last of the regular three monthly
Newsletters and to return to the former pattern of issuing
them as relevant travel news becomes available. Because of
the difficulty of obtaining news which will be of interest
to their members and readers of Focus, Derek suggested
that if anyone encounters any kind of travel information
which they feel would be of interest to others it would be
appreciated if they would pass it on to him or any other
committee member.
Rail Users’Committee Contact Details:
Newsletter Editor
Derek Askew 724786
Chairman
Jim Hibbert 724845
Secretary
Ian Dormor 723456
Membership Secretary
David Aston 722604
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lans are progressing well for the opening day of the
new centre, when it is hoped that an ambitious
celebration day will be really well supported by the
local community.
Local organisations, clubs, societies and businesses have
been invited to attend so they can network and showcase
what they do. The initial interest is most encouraging:
over 60 organisers have already expressed a wish to take
part and these will represent local countryside farming and
food organisations, churches, art and music societies, sport
and leisure clubs, trade and community groups.
Planned sporting exhibitions and games, art and
music events, have-a-go activities, and a wealth of displays
should mean that the new facilities at Church Stretton
School will prove THE place to be on Saturday 17th
April. Local residents are encouraged to attend in the hope
they will be impressed by the centre’s sporting and leisure
facilities and come to adopt it as a real community hub.
Head teacher Steve Lunt invites parents and locals
to visit the school on the 17th: “Our staff and students
are thrilled to be the recipients of these fantastic new
resources. Sport and games are already strong in the school
and this excellent new facility will spur us on to greater
heights. We are keen to work closely with the community
to ensure everyone has access to this state of the art
resource.”
Any shopkeeper, activity organiser or group leader who has
not yet been contacted and who would like to be involved,
please contact
Alan Fox on 01694 723867
or email office@foxassociates.eclipse.co.uk

Church Stretton and District
Rail Users’ Association News
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Catholic Voice
Living with Cancer

W
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hen I look back at my life I remember I
rarely had to visit a doctor. As a boy my
mother had a cure for all minor ailments and my
wife’s attitude to health was similar to my mother’s.
During April 2000 it was a surprise to find I had cancer
in my right kidney.
At the time I remember thinking, “I have been healthy,
now I have retired and this happens”. I was not shocked or
upset. I remember worrying about the effects on my family.
I prayed, “Lord God, help my family to cope with this news
and give me the strength to continue my life as normal and
be a support to them through this difficult time”. My wife,
Carey, was having her own battles with health problems and
I worried for her.
The first week in May I had my kidney removed and
the morning before the operation, Carey and I went to
Mass. Our Priest, Father Patrick Shivenan, gave us both
the Sacrament of the Sick. I knew then that everything
was going to be well and I left Church believing that the
operation was going to be successful.
During November 2003 I was once again diagnosed with
cancer in my left lung and in December the bottom lobe was
removed. The death of my beloved Carey in December 2005
left me shattered and I lost the will to continue to fight.
Following Carey’s death, I decided to travel and in
September 2006 toured the USA, and New Zealand. Early
this year I returned to New Zealand for I have fallen in love
with the country. In 2007 I had another cancer removed
from my sternum. For several months during 2008 I was
injecting myself with Interferon because I had multiple
micro secondary cancers. Today, I have active cancers in my
right lung.
The effect cancer has on my life is negligible: I walk the
hills with a friend most weekends; I play golf several times
a week; I travel whenever the mood strikes and I do not see
cancer as a barrier. I consider myself to be in reasonably good
health.
Over these years I have had a good and active life, thanks
to the support of my many friends and attentive children.
Above all, I believe my Faith and the love of my God
brought me through the most difficult times.
Patrick Doyle

Lent Group Courses with
Churches Together
When I survey…Christ’s cross and ours

T

his is the subject of this year’s Lent Groups and they
run from Monday 22nd February until Friday 26th
March. They are organised by the Stretton Churches
acting together, currently with a St Milburga’s chairperson, a
St Laurence’s secretary and a Methodist treasurer.
The groups give a brief five week opportunity, once a year,
to do something extra or something different in Lent –
an opportunity for church members and others to study
together, to enhance friendships across the boundaries of the
individual churches, to make new friendships in changing
membership rolls, and deepen old ones.
This year’s ‘York Course’ is about a central Christian
theme. The course book has been written by theologian
and author Revd John Pridmore. Discussion input is by
Revd John Bell (Iona and Church of Scotland), General Sir
Richard Dannatt (former Chief of General Staff ), Principal
Dr Christina Baxter (lay chair C of E Synod) and Rev Dr
Colin Morris (Methodist and former head of BBC religious
broadcasting):
• learn more about the Christian faith
• tackle the biggest questions facing humanity
• examine your own beliefs, in company with others.
Entry forms are available in the local churches from
Sunday 10th January until Sunday 24th January. The clock
is ticking.

Chamber of Trade
Winter Disco

C

hurch Stretton Chamber of Trade
will be holding their 2nd WINTER
DISCO on the evening of 23rd
January 2010 at the Silvester Horne Institute. This follows,
at great demand, last year’s fund raising disco which raised
over £600 for the successful Church Stretton Summerfest
to be held on the 19th June 2010. Tickets are £5 each from
Wrights Estate Agents or Van doesburg.
Stuart Wright Vice Chairman CSCOT

Chicken And Sweetcorn Stew

T

here is nothing more comforting and heart warming than a hot bowlful of stew
on a cold winter’s day. Meat can be used instead of chicken. Serves four people.
Ingredients:
4 skinless chicken breasts, chopped into chunks
Plain flour for dredging, 2 tbsp olive oil
1 onion, sliced, 1 garlic clove, crushed
5 oz can sweetcorn, 2 chicken stock cubes
1 tbsp. clear honey, 4 fl oz tomato sauce
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
Method:
Season the chicken with salt and pepper and dredge in the flour, shaking off any excess. Sauté the chicken in the
oil until golden. Remove from pan. Sweat the onion and garlic in the same pan until soft. Add the chicken, sweetcorn,
stock cubes, honey and tomato sauce. Simmer over a medium heat for at least 30 minutes, stirring regularly.
Serve hot with chunky boiled potatoes.
A Happy New Year to you all!
‘Her Ladyship’
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Old Times in Stretton’s Wild West

M
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uch of Stretton’s history has
been discarded or forgotten.
It is the same everywhere
when bereaved relatives have to sort
through the possessions of their departed.
Much Wenlock, Craven Arms, Bishop’s
Castle, Clun and Ludlow all have a local
repository of a kind. This is in addition to
the county store at Shropshire Archives.
Church Stretton has never had a museum
of local curiosities and memorabilia.
This is surprising when one considers
that Church Stretton was visited by tens
of thousands of excursionists. Other
than postcards, there are surprisingly
few photographs of the locale. There
were many local resident photographers
who snap-shotted every civic and
Four-in-hand on The Burway
special occasion, yet the photographs have
all disappeared. Fortunately, one photograph
to the church organ fund at Bishop’s Castle). Similarly, a
which I did not expect to see has survived and although of
suggestion that Teddy Roosevelt (above rear) was aboard has
poor quality, it is shown here. This photograph is a copy of also been discounted by the curator at Harvard. Teddy was
a copy kindly supplied to me by Mr Tony Crowe. It has not in England for King Edward’s funeral but is not known to
proved possible to identify the original owner but I would
have ventured elsewhere. Other candidates to be entertained
be very pleased to hear if anyone does know its source or
would include Buffalo Bill when he toured with his Wild
the whereabouts of a print (01952 727119). When Mr
West Show through this part of the world. Jenny Lister
George Lewis viewed this picture, he revealed that he too
(fashions) at The V&A museum has given a date for the
had a copy, and in addition, had another one taken some
photograph of between 1895 and 1905. This range would
time earlier. You wait a hundred years for one stagecoach to accommodate A E Housman but unfortunately for Stretton,
come along, and within minutes, a second arrives! This is an he is not to be recognized; hence the importance of flushing
important photograph in The Strettons’ archive, it does not out an original photograph.
exist in Shropshire Archives and to my knowledge has not
Pernaps this is all wishful thinking. The party may
previously been aired in any publication.
be simply a local wealthy wedding group enjoying a stag
For the past few weeks you will have no doubt
afternoon. I must pre-empt any pun that they commenced
enjoyed similar scenes on Christmas cards decorating your
from the Buck’s Head Inn although, Dabbs the manager
mantelpiece that show a four-in-hand mail coach. The
there at this time, did have conveyances for hire. Similarly, I
photograph was taken on The Burway as you have no doubt advise caution before the reader suggests that the Hill Shuttle
already recognized. This was never a stage-coaching route
Bus be replaced by this upgrade. Such an innovation would
and could only be a recreational drive: but a drive which
however, represent a talking point in any visit to Stretton
would have put any ride at Alton Towers to shame. We know (especially if the mayor was to ride shotgun). It ticks all the
that when guns were pulled up the hill, heavy horses had to boxes on sustainable transport.
be used, a challenge for which these horses would not have
This coach is a mail coach introduced in the 1820s
proved capable. In this instance, the gradient has proved
which would have plied the turnpike, changing horse
difficult requiring many of the party to walk alongside:
every 12 miles or so. The Talbot was Stretton’s staging post
senior readers will recall having to do such when using early inn on the Shrewsbury to Bristol run. As a passenger, you
coaches. There is a suggestion that the traces on the ground would have either travelled in the open or paid more, and
may have attached another pair of horses. Six-in-hand would enjoyed/endured the passage inside the bone-shaker. The
indeed have been very special and is occasionally seen in
railway, opened in Stretton in 1852, would have left these
western films.
coaches stranded like dinosaurs, but in remote areas, some
Is this an American party?
would have continued in use until the 1870s when the
Just what the group is about must be left to the reader
turnpikes were all opened in Shropshire. Like the typewriter
to decide. There is no information about this photograph or today, surviving coaches would have been considered relics,
the date when it was taken. The party is all male, evidently
relegated to the curio-museum or broken up.
well-attired and seemingly affluent. The driver appears in
Whilst it is possible that The Burway coach has
full livery with his top hat while a boy holds the post horn.
journeyed from outside the district, the lack of infrastructure
The only thing missing is a guard with a blunderbuss. As
at this time to supply fresh horses would have meant that
to who is in the party, is not known. In mid-Victorian
this would be unlikely. If the coach had been stored for
times, Americans were fond of such sojourns when visiting
several decades, one would hardly think it wise or possible,
the ‘quaint old country’. It would have been exciting to
in its wood-wormed condition to drag it out for a run,
find Mark Twain aboard but he has been eliminated by his
least of all, over the Burway of all places. If the coach
New York Society. I would have liked to have seen Andrew
had been in regular use by visitors to the district, there
Carnegie, the steel and railroad millionaire who was known would be reference to its hire or sighting. By the turn of
to take stage-coaching trips around England but this
continued on page 29
photograph is too late. (Locally, Carnegie donated £300
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posting conveyance familiarly known as the ‘Old Times’ coach.
the twentieth century, any such coach was a curiosity that
This picture could be of Old Times. Perhaps Blower had
attracted attention and would have been commented upon
stored these conveyances in Stretton where they would be
in newspapers or in postcards home.
safe? Co-incidentally in 1909, fire had
Old Times.
I have only found one significant
ravaged Blower’s large Shrewsbury
reference to a similar coach at
premises in which he stored furniture
this time and that was at Hyslop’s
for his business. As chief magistrate in
business at the foot of the Burway.
Shrewsbury, one must wonder upon the
Upon David Hyslop’s death in 1907,
cause. When his Shrewsbury site was
the establishment was taken over by
recently re-developed to accommodate
Benjamin Blower and managed by
the expanded Shropshire Archives
his son Frank. Ben Blower, mayor of
and Shrewsbury Reference Library,
Shrewsbury, had built Arden house
the archway to Blower’s business was
in Carding Mill Valley and was soon
successfully retained (largely due to the
to join Stretton UDC. At 3am one
efforts of Mr Tony Crowe). The archway
morning in early August 1909, a fire
next to what was the Clarendon Hotel,
was spotted at the Burway premises.
reads ‘Blower’s Repository’.
A roadman on The Burway.  
Finally: with access up the Burway
The local fire brigade attended with
the subject of current discussion, here
their pump but extra help was needed.
Shrewsbury’s apparatus was called at 4.30am arriving at 5.45am is a seasonal puzzle for the reader. Above is a photograph
showing a roadman on the incline. How does this
by which time, the fire was mostly out,(their pump would
photograph connect with Mr Percy Tarbuck?
have been horsed to Stretton.) We are told that a number of
Alan Brisbourne
carriages were consumed in the fire including the famous old
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Stretton and Shropshire Cancer Care
Willow Foundation
Established by Arsenal and Scotland goalkeeper Bob Wilson
and his wife Megs in memory of their daughter, Anna.
The Willow Foundation funds ‘special days out’ for patients
facing life-threatening disease aged between 16 and 40.
These days include the opera at Covent Garden, sport,
lessons from celebrity chefs - the scope of the ideas and
Launch of CancerLine
ambitions seems almost limitless. The charity is now ten
Following the merger of Macmillan and Cancer Backup
years old and has supplied more than 5,300 ‘special days’,
Macmillan’s have launched a new free phone service so
most of them to young people facing cancer. If you know of
there’s always someone around who can answer your
a younger patient who might benefit from a ‘special day out’
questions with accurate, balanced information and respond
with the emotional support you need, whenever you need it. Willow can be contacted at 01707 259777 or their website
The new service for people affected by cancer brings together at www.willowfoundation.org.uk
the CancerLine, benefits helpline, cancer information nurse Odyssey
helpline and YouthLine under one freephone number, 0808 Odyssey uses outdoor adventure, drawing on the majesty of
the environment and on art and music to help people with
808 00 00 which is available from Monday to Friday from
cancer combat the emotional and psychological devastation
9am–8pm.
A directory of cancer self help and support groups is available caused by the illness. It uses the stimulation of uncertainty
and surprise to help participants aged 18 to 84 rebuild
online, at http://www.macmillan.org.uk/HowWeCanHelp
confidence and regain their zest for life. It is open to people
in remission or cured of cancer and application is usually
Home Visits
If you would like to be visited at home, please call Rosemary made by cancer treatment centres, although Odyssey can be
contacted through their website at www.odyssey.org.uk/
Bradford on 01746 787625. Visits are very informal, by
Robin Jukes-Hughes - 718773 , Roger Wilson - 01584 878829
appointment only and may last up to one hour.
Forthcoming Events
11th January: Talk by Robin Jukes-Hughes on the experience
of creating his recent book ‘Portrait of the Shropshire Hills’.
8th February: Mrs Marion Murdoch - a talk on
complementary care. Meetings start at 2.30pm at Mayfair.
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L

adies, come and join us and bring a friend to the
Countrywomen’s Guild who meet every third
Tuesday in the month at 2.15pm - 3.45pm at the
Parish centre. We have lots of interesting speakers and
slide shows covering a wide range of topics, which will
be of interest to many people. This is always followed by
tea and biscuits and time to chat. We also have a day out
in June which we sometimes do as a mystery trip and in
January each year, we have a festive meal which everyone
enjoys. Please don’t hesitate, come along and join us.
You won’t regret it.

StRETTON FOCUS

R

ehearsals are underway for our
next pantomime which will be
performed on 18th, 19th and 20th
February 2010. ‘Dame MacBetty – the
Scottish Pantomime’ has a loose Shakespearean theme
and has been written especially for the Society by local
resident, Carole Richards who has done work for us in the
past.
Iris Lloyd (723143)

Countrywomen’s Guild

JANUARY 2010

All Stretton Amateur
Dramatic and Social Society
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We’re Not Out of the Woods Yet …
Recent developments in nuclear non-proliferation.
This is a brief summary of a presentation delivered to
the Shropshire (Church Stretton) Branch of United Nations
Association in the Methodist Hall on 26th November 2009.
The nuclear non-proliferation treaty (NPT) stands at the
centre of the global regime to combat the spread of nuclear
weapons. The NPT has successfully prevented the spread
of nuclear weapons across the globe, with only four states
acquiring a nuclear capability since it entered into force in
1970. The treaty makes a distinction between the nuclear
weapons states, those states that had already successfully
tested nuclear weapons when it was negotiated – the USA,
the UK, France, Russia and China – and the non-nuclear
weapons states.
But this distinction was never designed to remain in
perpetuity, for at the heart of the NPT is a grand bargain.
The non-nuclear weapons states agreed not to develop or
acquire nuclear weapons, and in return the nuclear weapons
states agreed to negotiate away their nuclear weapons ‘in
good faith’. In addition, all signatory states were guaranteed
the rights to enjoy the peaceful benefits of nuclear
technologies, i.e. nuclear power.
The NPT has faced a number of challenges in recent
years. North Korea has left the Treaty and has tested a
nuclear weapon. Iran looks certain to be trying to develop
the capacity to build a nuclear bomb of some sort, and three
states that have developed nuclear weapons, Israel, India and
Pakistan, remain outside the NPT. But one of the biggest
problems facing the Treaty has been the lack of progress
on nuclear disarmament by the nuclear weapons states.
Under the presidency of George W. Bush the US not only
backtracked on previous NPT commitments, but would
scarcely even acknowledge that these commitments existed.
This resulted in a crisis in the NPT, and after a disastrous
review conference in 2005 it looked like the NPT’s days
might be numbered.

President Obama has gone some way to
repairing the damage done. His Prague speech
gave a clear indication that he was committed
to rejuvenating the disarmament agenda.
His decision to abandon the US missile defence radars and
interceptors in Central Europe has smoothed the way for
the US and Russia to conclude a successor to the Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty which expires this December. This
will allow for further reductions in each of their nuclear
arsenals. President Obama has also given his backing to the
comprehensive test-ban treaty, a treaty banning all nuclear
tests that the US signed in 1996 but has yet to ratify.
Although Obama’s support is very welcome, ratification is
carried out by the senate, and will have to be approved by a
two-thirds majority. There is no guarantee that he will get
the 67 senators he needs.
Nevertheless, American leadership is excellent news, and
it may well be enough to paper over the cracks in the NPT
and prevent next year’s review conference from following
the example of 2005. But in the long run, if the nuclear
weapons states want their declared commitment to nuclear
disarmament to be taken seriously, they will have to make
some more convincing moves in that direction. For a start,
there will have to be some serious reductions in the numbers
of warheads they possess, and here the onus of responsibility
remains with the US and Russia. All the nuclear weapons
states need to reduce the salience of nuclear weapons in their
national security strategies and back this up with changes in
their nuclear posture. More generally, the nuclear weapon
states, and those states that rely on extended deterrence, need
to start to look at how they will provide for their security in
a world without nuclear weapons.
Nuclear disarmament is essential for the long term future of
the NPT, and the NPT is essential for international stability. There
has been some progress, but we are not out of the woods yet.
Tristan Price

URC Voice
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The Bible says

The only way out of this mess is for all
religions
to abandon belief in a God who
If you’re a churchgoer, you will often have heard that
writes
books,
and then decrees that people’s
phrase ‘the Bible says...’ It’s part of the preacher’s stock-ineternal
destiny
depends on interpreting
trade. We use it to clinch any argument, because ‘what the
correctly
what
these
ancient documents mean.
Bible says’ is the last word.
The
heart
of
all
religion
is that we love God by loving
But in fact, it’s just the beginning of the argument,
one
another
and
all
the
rest
is mere commentary. There are
because the Bible says different things to different people
different
ways
of
coming
to
this
conclusion, but the sooner
(and anyway, who decided that the Bible has the last word?).
we
all
agree
that
this
is
indeed
‘the
last word’, the better.
It was the evangelist Billy Graham’s favourite phrase. He was
Donald Horsfield
telling the people “You’d better believe what I say, because it’s
what the Bible says and so it is the word of God.” But of course,
it was only Billy Graham’s interpretation of the Bible: and there
is no end of other people with different interpretations.
There are some people today who like to call themselves
A Happy
‘Bible-believing Christians.’ They are there in all the main
New Year
stream churches. But they are also there in the Jehovah’s
Witnesses, the Christadelphians, the Seventh Day Adventists,
to all our Readers
the Plymouth Brethren and lots of others, each with their own
different and often contradictory interpretations.
from the Staff at Focus
So who’s right? Well, of course, if you’re a Bible-believing
Christian - you are! And all the others are wrong! But such
an attitude is both simplistic and dangerously arrogant, and
is responsible for the competitive chaos of the present-day
religious scene.
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Methodist Voice

Stars in your Skies.

s long ago as when Ancient Hebrew
prophets gave voice to their thoughts,
right up to the evangelical preachers on
television today, plus many others over the years have uttered
the words “thus saith the Lord”. My response was usually,
“how the heck did they know?” I am sure like many for years
I have had an ear cocked for “the voice” but never heard it. I
read the words of a poet “God speaks in the silences.” A lot
of help that was.
What is the answer? How do people genuinely believe
God has spoken specifically to them, distinguish these
messages from their own thoughts.
“Be still and know that I am God”, another well known
phrase. I tried, oh how I tried. All there was, was a babel
going on of memories, hopes, fears etc. No way God could
penetrate that lot… or was there?
I was asked a question. Did I have enough faith to spend
time listening, enough patience to keep trying. I said that I
thought that I did, but how could I be sure if I thought God
was speaking to me?
We are guided everyday of our lives by intuition and
experience of life in general. The best tip I have received is to
use the same thought processes as I do when evaluating other
things that I hear. In this case though, check these thoughts
from that inner voice against the likeness of God revealed to
us in Jesus Christ. Jesus shows us what God is like and so…!

ver 40 people spent the evening on the top of the
Long Mynd gazing at the planets, stars and meteors
last August. Many said they wanted more occasions
like that. So, in co-operation with the National Trust we
have arranged for more events dedicated to those people
who are just interested in the stars above and who would
like to find out more. This time though we have the active
support of a newcomer to the area, Dr Alan Longstaff, who
teaches astronomy at the Royal Observatory in Greenwich.
The first event is on Friday 19th March at 7.00pm. We are
meeting at the Chalet pavilion in Carding Mill Valley for
an introductory question and answer session. The meeting
includes refreshments (soup, roll & butter) in the price of
£6.50. Booking essential at the NT shop (01693 722631).
More information from me on 01694 722006, or email at
rifhickman@btinternet.com
Richard Hickman

A

Flicks in the Sticks - Hope Bowdler
Wednesday 13th January - Flicks in the Sticks will be
showing ENCHANTED APRIL in Hope Bowdler
Village Hall at 7.30pm. Tickets £4 (under sixteen £2) The
film is a charming tale of four women who find romance,
hope and liberation when spending a holiday in an
Italian villa overlooking the sea. The film stars Miranda
Richardson, Josie Lawrence and Joan Plowright who won
an award for her compelling performance.

O

Wood, the Fuel of the Past
and the Future

A

ndy Grundy from Midland
Wood Fuels will be giving a talk
‘Why Wood Heat?’ on Wednesday 27th January in
the Methodist Church hall at 7.30pm. His wide ranging talk
will cover different types of wood heating installations, the
various types of wood fuel, log, pellet, chip and their sources.
This will be of interest to business, large and small as
well as domestic householders who are considering going
over to wood as a heating fuel which is both competitive in
cost and offers the advantage of zero carbon emissions. Both
the Longmynd Hotel and the National Trust in Carding Mill
Valley have recently converted to this fuel source as well as
many local households. Andy will take questions re suitable
types of boilers, stoves and their installation.
This is a joint meeting organised by Stretton Climate
Care and Church Stretton Tree Group.
Admission, members £1.00, non-members £2.00
Jon Cooke
Tel: 01694723 205

W

WHAT’S THAT BOOK?
Answer to quiz on page 21:

“Gone with the wind”
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e are sorry to tell our readers that our
correspondent at the Church Stretton and
District Gardening Club has decided that she
can no longer continue to send a regular column. We
are sure that these contributions will be missed by many
amateur gardeners, and would like to thank her for all the
information we have received over the years.
Focus Editorial Team

JANUARY 2010

Thank you to our gardening
correspondent
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Mayfair News
Are you Resolving to Exercise in the New Year?
Have you resolved to really do something about your
fitness and overall health in the New Year?
Why not enrol for an exercise class at Mayfair? There is
a whole spectrum of classes to suit people with a wide range
of abilities, ages and aims. The tutors are all highly qualified,
experienced and up-to date.
Mayfair will be offering a free taster class for anyone who
has not been to an exercise class before, as a way of encouraging
people to come and have a go.

Time Table
Mondays
2.15 – 3.15pm
Falls Prevention with Tracey Oliver
5.15 – 6.45pm
Yoga with Jayne Evans
7.00 – 8.30pm
Yoga with Jayne Evans
Tuesdays
2.30 - 4.00pm
Therapeutic Yoga with Sue Lean
7.30 – 8.30pm
Belly Dancing with Jude McGillvary
Wednesdays
10.30 – 11.30am Stretch and Breathe with Jayne Evans
(Chair based Yoga)
1.15 – 2.15pm Pilates with Selina Liebrecht
2.15 – 3.15pm Pilates with Selina Liebrecht
Thursdays
9.45 – 10.45am
Extend with Hannah Litschmann
11.00 – 12noon
Extend with Hannah Litschmann
Fridays
9.00 – 10.15am
Tai Chi with James Lanyon
10.30 – 11.30am
Tai Chi (Beginners)
with James Lanyon
Craft Workshop at Mayfair
A workshop on Collograph Printing with Bee Allwood
will be held in the Art room at the Mayfair Community
Centre on Saturday 27th February 10am-4pm.
Make your own limited edition hand-made prints on an
etching press. Explore the versatility of collograph printing
techniques. Complete beginners are welcome, and no
previous experience is required. Prints can be made on paper
Continued on page 38...............
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Tai Chi classes include gentle exercises which involve
breathing techniques and relaxation and they provide and
ideal way of getting fitter in 2010. James Lanyon, the tutor,
says that the techniques are ideal for anyone who wants to feel
that they have more energy and a sense of being really WELL!
Also, if you are feeling more energetic do not forget Jude
McGillvary’s popular Belly Dancing classes!
Remember, if appropriate, that the crèche is available at
reduced cost for those participating in courses.
For further information about any of the courses, please
call Nicola McPherson at Mayfair on 01694 722077.

JANUARY 2010

Jayne Evans’ Monday evening Yoga classes welcome all
abilities to work on core strength, flexibility and stamina in a
peaceful and relaxing atmosphere.
She describes her Wednesday morning Stretch and
Breathe classes as ‘yoga on chairs’ intended for those who
don’t want to or aren’t able to get on the floor. These sessions
are especially good for those with limited mobility or who are
looking for a gentler yoga practice. There is some optional
standing work but no floor work. However, they still help
with coordination, balance and posture. One student, Sylvia
Meredith, says, “After two hip replacements, I was resigned
to no more yoga but, with Jayne’s class, I have regained
flexibility in safety and in a friendly group”. In all her classes,
Jayne stresses that no previous yoga experience is required
and that there is no pressure. All the students are encouraged
to work at their own pace and to their own ability.
Sue Lean’s Therapeutic Yoga classes have developed
from training she did last year on using yoga techniques to
help cope with living through the experience of cancer. She
has expanded it to be more inclusive, so the class is suitable
for anyone wanting to use the powerful tools of yoga for
their own healing and peace of mind. It combines gentle
exercises, breathing work, relaxation and meditation. Each
week there is a long yoga ‘nidra’ relaxation. This particular
technique can bring deep relaxation and release, and includes
the repetition of a positive resolve to accelerate the healing
process. It is not necessary to have any experience of yoga,
but each person must be able to find a comfortable position
either sitting or lying to relax for twenty minutes.
The Falls Prevention programme is a targeted exercise
programme for people who are at risk of falling. It is
beneficial for participants to go through the Health Service
Falls Service and 12 week starter course before joining our
programme. To find out more about this contact Nicola.
The Extend classes provide recreational movement to
music for the over-sixties and less able of any age. By carrying
out a range of rhythmic standing and sitting exercises,
sometimes using scarves, balls or sticks, ‘Extend’ classes aim to
mobilise all the joints of the body and to improve circulation,
balance and coordination – while having fun and fellowship.
Hannah, the tutor at Mayfair says that a genuine social feeling
has developed within the classes, that the members ‘look out
for one another’ and there is a lot of laughter. Often members
of the class have said, “I really did not feel like turning out
this morning but I am so glad I came, I feel really flexible now
and we had such a good laugh”.
“Pilates,” Selena Liebrecht explains, “is a bodyconditioning exercise. It strengthens deep core postural muscles,
bringing correct alignment and improving your posture.
It is perfect for balance, strength and flexibility and it
relieves tension. It is also great for the mind-body connection
as it teaches you to become aware and control the body and

it is also a great tool for relaxation. Pilates is
suitable for individuals new to exercise as it
is low impact and involves slow, controlled,
flowing movements.”
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Engaging Issues

.........continued from page 37
and fabric, with the opportunity to embellish them
further if you so desire. The cost is £25 and includes all basic Darwin
Darwin’s ideas were controversial when they were first
materials and refreshments.
Booking is essential. For more information or to book a published and they have remained so ever since. People think
of the current argument as being fiercest in the USA, but
place, please call in to Mayfair or phone 01694 722077
his theories also give rise to strongly held views here in the
Strettons. The Engaging Issues team thought it fitting to
Charitable Trust Mayfair Community Centre seeks new
round off his anniversary year by asking the Head of Biology
FUNDRAISING CHAIR PERSON
to come and speak about one of Shrewsbury School’s most
In the November edition of Focus we mentioned that
famous sons. Andrew Allott will be speaking about Darwin
we are looking for a Chairperson to lead our dedicated,
on 12th January; everybody is welcome.
experienced and versatile fundraising committee. As we go
Citizens Advice Bureau
into 2010 it is one of our main targets as a Trust to recruit
On Tuesday 26th January an advisor from the Citizens
this key volunteer to our team.
Advice Bureau will talk about their work with clients who
If you are a motivated individual with good people
seek help with financial difficulties, particularly debt. What
and organisational skills and would like to help your local
community centre in this way, you may be just that person. is the scale of these problems in Shropshire and how do
Local fundraising is essential to everything we do at Mayfair they affect family relationships? What are the ways in which
clients can be guided towards possible solutions? Come and
and it plays a substantial role in the continued work and
find out about the work of the Citizens Advice Bureau.
success of the centre.
Both evenings 7.20 for 7.30 at the United Reformed
If you or someone you know may be interested in this
important position we would greatly appreciate an informal chat. Church, Church Stretton. A donation of £3 enables us to
For more information please visit www.mayfaircentre.org.uk or meet our expenses.
Gill Jackson
contact Sue Wood on 01694722077

Arts Festival News

A

An exciting new development

StRETTON FOCUS JANUARY 2010

fter our special shows for children last year we are
following up with a Youth Performance Project.
This is to involve young people in a four day
course with experienced young adult actors as coaches in
music, dancing and drama. It will be open to those between
10 and 16 years of age. It is to be called ‘school’s out@ the
arts festival’ and it will culminate in a showcase performance
as part of the Festival on the evening of Wednesday 4 August
displaying that ‘Stretton’s Got Talent’.
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Cris

The Coaches

Lauren

The course will start on Sunday
1st August at Stretton School with
participants working each day from
10am to 4 pm in groups of about twelve,
with five coaches specialising in different
aspects of music, drama and dance. The cost for the four
day course will be £30. All coaches have worked with young
people producing shows and have CRB Certificates clearing
them for such work. Participants do not need experience
or special skills as the coaches are convinced that they can
develop some skills and find some parts for all to play in
evolving and producing their show.
Stretton Senior School, St Lawrence’s , Church Preen,
Longnor, Rushbury, Wistanstow Schools and the School of
Dance have kindly agreed to publicise the scheme and they
will have application forms. They are also available from
Richard Carter (724106). Applications should be in by 16th
April, the end of the Easter School Holiday. Places will be
limited and allocated on ‘first come’ basis within age groups
to maintain an age balance. Book early for ‘school’s out@
the arts festival’. It will be four days of creative fun with the
chance to make good friends and develop talents within a
team led by experienced young coaches. This will end up
with taking part in some capacity in a Showcase Show within
the full Arts Festival programme.
Roger Stokes

November 2009

Steve

£100 229
£20 452

£50 100
£20 581

Anthony & Catriona
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Tourism Group Welcomes Environmental Initiative

A

major ten year environmental agreement to protect
and enhance wildlife on the Long Mynd has been
welcomed by the
Church Stretton Tourism
Group. Lee Chapman, vice
chairman of the Group and
proprietor of the LongMynd
Hotel, says the Higher Level
Scheme (HLS), which is
likely to cost £2 million over
ten years, is an outstanding
opportunity, not only for
the wildlife, flora and fauna,
but for the Strettons and
Shropshire’s tourism too.
He says: “Whether you
are a walker, cyclist, horse
rider or simply come to
enjoy a picnic and the beauty
of the Shropshire Hills,
the opportunity to see the
heather in full bloom, gather
whinberries or capture a
glimpse of a rare upland bird
such as a hen harrier is an
utterly memorable experience.
The HLS agreement has
replaced the now expired
Environmentally Sensitive
Area (ESA) agreement which,
according to research, has
already benefited the Shropshire Hills massively through
environmental and conservation management. In 1997, at

the start of the ESA agreement, only 25% of the Long Mynd’s
heather bloomed; last year 90% of the heather flowered.
A similar story can be told of
rare upland birds, with numbers
increasing ten fold in some species.
Mr Chapman added: “It is
a great credit to all the groups
involved, the National Trust,
Natural England and to the
commoners, who graze their sheep
and ponies on the Long Mynd,
that they have achieved common
ground and recognised the big
picture.That big picture is vital,
primarily to the future survival of
rare birds, wildlife and fauna - the
Long Mynd is the largest Site of
Special Scientific Interest in the
West Midlands – and therefore
precious heritage for future
generations and to Shropshire’s
tourism industry.”
He said that to invest £2
million into the Long Mynd over
ten years may sound a lot, but
argued: “That figure is quickly put
in perspective when you consider
the value of our tourism industry to
the county’s economy and the jobs
it creates.”
Joy Fox, CSATG
Pictured Lee Chapman welcomes the new HLS scheme
for the Long Mynd.

News from Rushbury School

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

T

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Do come to our open meeting on the 14th January
2010, when Chris Neal of the National Garden Scheme will
be speaking about the scheme history in Shropshire, gardens
that open in Shropshire and giving tips on how to open your
own garden.
The meeting is in Acton Scott Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Admission £3.50 including refreshments.
Further information from Mary Phillips 01694 781205

StRETTON FOCUS
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he Craven Arms branch of the RSPB
has a programme of talks and walks
throughout 2010. Events are 50p
to Local Group Members and £2 to nonmembers
Coming up:
13th January – ‘A Lane in Brazil’ – an illustrated talk by
Mike Lane. 7.30pm at the Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre, Craven Arms.
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
23rd January – Wildlife walk in the Welshpool area.
10.00am Meet in car park at Llyn Coed y Dinas
(Grid reference: SJ 222 053)
Day walk (Lunch at ‘Charlies’) – Leader: John Wells 01547520840
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk

JANUARY 2010

he Governors of Rushbury School
recently held their autumn
meeting. Two new Governors have
joined and extended our expertise in the
performing arts: Cathy Griffiths, who
many will know as a teacher of Classical
Greek Dance, and Paul Blackwell of the Stretton School of Dance
and Drama. They join Jenni Carwithen who is a music teacher.
We said farewell to Alison Norris and to Brenda Ryan.
Brenda also has an interest in the performing arts with
appearances in the Cardington pantos and she maintained the
tradition of a resident of Roman Bank serving the school as a
(Foundation) Governor.
The school Harvest Assembly was held at St Edith’s Church,
Eaton. Pupils, parents and staff walked to the church where Rev.
Jill Groves led a short service to celebrate Harvest. St Edith’s
has undergone a transformation with a new roof fitted in recent
months.
Residents of Church Stretton may like to know that
during a recent open meeting for parents held at Cardington
to discuss the year ahead the committee of the school’s Friends
Association was elected. One of the events that will be of interest
to gardeners in Church Stretton and local villages is that we will
be running our annual “Muck Lug” in the spring - delivering
manure by the wheelbarrow and trailer load – more details to
follow from the Friends – Angela Woodcock tel. 01694 724528.
On behalf of the Governors - Aiden Foster, Chair.
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T

he recently formed Church Stretton Area Local History
Group have an exciting list of speakers and talks lined
up for the next year so why not come along and get
involved with the group. The talks will include subjects such
as ‘What effect did the coming of the railway have on Church
Stretton?’,’ and Gardens, from bog garden to mountain
biking’. Peter Reavil, Finds Liaison Officer, will be inviting
you to bring along your ‘finds’ and to hear about some of the
interesting historical objects discovered around Shropshire.
The group plans to have a launch event based at Church
Stretton Library at the end of February or early March which
will include displays, guided walks of Rectory Wood and Field,
the opening of a local history section and a talk by Tony Crowe.
Following the launch the group will have monthly
meetings which will alternate between talks by an invited
guest and discussions about local history.
The group are keen to be accessible and of interest to
as many local people as possible so we are developing a
questionnaire to find out what people are interested in doing
and when would be the most appropriate time to meet. If

you would like to take
part please look out for
questionnaires locally, such
as in the library, or contact us and we will send you one.
The next meeting of CSALHG is at 3.00pm on Monday
11th January 2010 at Church Stretton Library
It is open to anyone so why not come along and have
your say about Church Stretton’s history, find out who
knows what and learn how to find out your towns and areas
story! You don’t need any previous experience or knowledge
just an interest in your local area and an enquiring mind!
If you would like more information contact Clive Dean
at Shropshire Council on 01743 255909 or e-mail: clive.
dean@shropshire.gov.uk
Clive Dean
Conservation and Community Officer
Parks and Countryside Sites Team
Outdoor Recreation, Shropshire Council
Shirehall, Abbey Foregate
Shrewsbury SY2 6ND

Author Makes Donation to Church Funds

L

ocal author Judith Gordon (seated
on left) recently launched the
second book in her Chronicles of
Eternity series, The Weight of Time, and
took the opportunity to make a donation from the proceeds
of her previous book to St Edith’s Church in Eaton-underHeywood. The cheque, for £1,000, was presented to Nichola
Madeley who received it on behalf of the
church and thanked Judith for her generosity.
The money had been pledged towards the roof
fund: happily this work is finished now as it
was best to carry it out in the summer, and the
donation is part of the funds allocated to this.
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Grand Half Price Book Sale

T

housands of books of all types and for all ages!
All books at half the marked price. Light
refreshments, tea, coffee and biscuits available
All proceeds to Mayfair.

Trivia Answers
1. Friday
2. Firefly
3. Fool’s Gold
4. New Year’s Day
5. Seville

Senior Citizens Club
The club will not meet in January but will resume in
February. See February Focus for details.

10.00am-2.00pm Saturday 16th January 2010 at the
Silvester Horne Institute, Admission 50p. Children free.
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Occasional Advertisements
Electrical Contractors

Run by the Richardson family from Church Stretton
We offer a reliable and friendly service that includes:
• All Plumbing and Heating tasks (including emergency)
• Bathroom reﬁts a speciality
• Oil Boiler Servicing and Repair
• Painting
• Plastering and Tiling
• Solid Fuel Installation
We liaise with you to arrange guaranteed work
dates whatever the nature of the work.
To organise a free estimate please call Vanessa
on 01743 891530. Alternatively please e-mail
homeﬁxplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 01588 672093 or mobile 07956 563430

PLUMBING & BATHROOMS

ANDREW WEBSTER

Call PETER FLOYD
07885 585849 mobile
PLUMBING

01694 724779 home
Doreen Hall MA Counselling

We carry out all Electrical
work, from a new socket or
light to complete rewires.
All work carried out by a qualiﬁed Electrician and
guaranteed for 6 years.
Free quotes.
Free safety inspections.
10% discount for OAPs

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
CITY and GUILDS TRAINED
OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FIRST CLASS WORK GUARANTEED
AT VERY COMPETiTIVE RATES
TEL: 01694 724574
MOBILE: 07779 825908
KELSALL SERVICES

I am a Mature and Experienced
Counsellor and Supervisor
Ring 01694 751288
to book an initial meeting

Help is at hand for General Maintenance,
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Tiling and Plumbing.
And smaller jobs too.
Contact Ivan Kelsall
Home: 01694 771659 Mob: 07779 051180

24/7 ROOFING & GUTTERING SERVICES

Occasional Advertisements

FELT ROOFS, SLATING, TILING, ROOF CLEANING
SHEET ROOFING, GUTTER REPAIR,
Residential Or Commercial, Discounts For OAPs
Free No Obligation Quotes

Tel: 01584 878728 or 07977 560763

S
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hropshire Council is offering free trees this winter to
encourage people to plant native trees. The scheme is
particularly aimed at schools, parish and town councils,
community groups and land owners, but is open to anyone
as long as there is some public benefit to the planting.
Trees are usually supplied as small bare-rooted
transplants, between 40 and 90 cm tall. Rabbit spirals,
canes and mulch mats will also be included to protect trees
and help with weed control. As well as encouraging tree
planting the scheme will also help with short lengths of
native countryside hedging, but applications must include
hedgerow trees.
Applications will be considered up to 17th January and
trees will be supplied from mid to late February. Contact
one of the Tree Wardens if you are interested: Hilary
Hymas (723208), Jon Cooke (723205) or Geoff Kynaston
(722738).

1 column inch per month £7
2 column inches per month £14
Tel: 01694 722698
email: adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
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Community Tree Scheme
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