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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

1 MOnday

Flicks in the Sticks Church Stretton
Charlie Wilson’s War (15)
7.30pm CS School

See Page 18

2 Tuesday

NT Late Night Xmas Opening
4.30 – 7.30pm CMV

See Page 7

3 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
‘Doris and Sally – the Crafty Pair’
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Shropshire Six Way Digital Image Challenge
7.30pm URC Hall

Flicks in the Sticks Cardington
21 (12)
7.30pm Cardington Village Hall

4 Thursday

Arts and Crafts Demonstration
Demonstrations of creative ideas
4.30-9.00pm Mynd Art & Toys

See Page 38

5 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Churches Together in the Strettons
Prayers for Peace
10.00am – 4.00pm St Laurence’s Church

See Page 27

6 saTurday

Half Price Book Sale
In support of Mayfair
Admission 50p adult, children free
10.00am-1.00pm Parish Centre,

See Page38

Photo: Yvonne Beaumont
Artwork: Paul Miller and Yvonne Beaumont
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On in the Strettons in December

3

regular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

Christmas Family Craft Hour
2.30 - 3.30pm CS Library

See Page 27

Church Stretton Choral Society
A Touch of Christmas
7.30pm CS School

9 Tuesday

Church Stretton WI
Party for end of 90th year
7.15 SHI

All Stretton WI
Christmas Readings
Adrian Williams
7.30pm AS Village Hall

Engaging Issues: Explorations in
Faith and Experience
‘Is there a destiny after death?’
Revd. Dr John Polkinghorne, KBE, FRS
7.30 - 9.30 pm. URC
Tickets £3: See Page 38

10 Wednesday

Strettons Art Society
Christmas Social
7.00pm CS School

Methodist Network Group
Christmas Lunch
Longville Arms

Flicks in the Sticks
Mama Mia! (PG). £4
7.30pm HB Village Hall

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Senior Citizens Club
Christmas Lunch, Egerton Hotel
Leave CS 11.15 am

Mince Pies and Merriment

See Page 18

13 Saturday

Christmas Coffee Morning
AS Village Hall 10.30am
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Seasonal Entertainment
2.15pm Parish Centre

Flicks in the Sticks
Mamma Mia (PG)
7.30pm Acton Scott Village Hall

17 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Christmas Carols and readings

Long Mynd Camera Club
Club Competition No. 2
Subject: Industrial Heritage
7.30pm URC Hall

18 Thursday

Christmas Celebration
‘Thank you for your custom…’ with a drink
and a mince pie
10.00am – 12.00 noon and 2.00 – 3.30pm
CS Library
See Page 27

Church Stretton Area Tourism Group
AGM
Members and interested individuals are
cordially invited to attend.
7.30pm Longmynd Hotel

See Page 35

19 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Flicks in the Sticks All Stretton
Love Actually (15)
7.30 AS Village Hall

20 Saturday

The More Singers concert
O Magnum Mysterium (O Great Mystery)
A seasonal mix of music and readings
7.30pm Methodist Church

See Page 38

Abbreviations

AS = All Stretton
CA = Craven Arms
CMV = Carding Mill Valley
CS = Church Stretton
HB = Hope Bowdler
LS = Little Stretton
NT = National Trust
SHDC = Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre
SHI = Silvester Horne Institute
TC = Town Council
URC = United Reformed Church

Natural Therapy:
The Alexander Technique

H

ave you ever been told to stand up straight, or pull your shoulders back?
Although bad posture is often associated with slumping, actually forcing
yourself to sit or stand up straight is just as bad for you.
Bad posture causes muscles to shorten and our bodies to shrink. The Alexander
Technique works by addressing our habits of posture and movement that we have
spent a lifetime acquiring and of which we are mostly no longer aware.
The British Medical Journal has just published research showing that
Alexander Technique lessons give long-term benefit to chronic and recurrent
back pain. The clinical trial confirms that the ‘Alexander Technique is more
effective than other more traditional approaches to back pain’.
In a lesson, which is taught one-to-one, the teacher uses gentle hands-on
guidance and verbal instructions taking you through movements such as sitting,
standing and walking.
Although people often find the lessons relaxing, from a postural point of
view, we don’t really want all our muscles to be so relaxed that we flop around.
Muscles are there for a reason and that is to work; to support us and move us
around. During lessons you learn how to wake up lazy postural muscles so
they can support you better and work together in a co-ordinated way. This can
not only improve posture but also has a hugely beneficial effect on breathing,
digestion and circulation.
For any further information, contact the Mayfair Centre or telephone
Michelle Benjamin (MSTAT) on 01686 668262.
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Seasonal food and entertainment.
Tickets £5 from village shop, or call 723627
7.30pm LS Village Hall S

Countrywomen’s Guild
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Cafés in the Strettons

f you’re into teashop hopping, then Church Stretton is the place for you! It’s full of delightful little teashops where you
can relax, forget the outside world and indulge in all sorts of delicious delights. In fact you may well be amazed to learn
that there are no fewer than eleven establishments that fit the bill, all of which have their own unique charm.

Acorn

It’s always nice to feel that you can
‘discover’ something when you’re out
shopping – and that is precisely the feeling
you get when you ‘find’ the Acorn café.
Tucked away in a little ‘twitchell’ between
shops and up a flight of stairs, you might
easily miss it completely if you weren’t
looking, and that would be a dreadful
loss because this little establishment is
a veritable healthy eater’s emporium.
Its ‘You are what you eat’ philosophy,
ensures that customers have a wide range
of healthy menu options – no additives,
no preservatives – just plain old fashioned
natural goodness, all made on the premises – as its many food awards
certify! And on a nice day, make sure you also discover the quirky little
tea garden at the back – it’s full of unexpected delights.
OPEN: Daily 9.30am – 5.00pm (Closed Wednesdays)

Beaumont Café

‘Small but perfectly formed’ might be a good way to describe the
Beaumont Café. It’s one of
Church Stretton’s oldest cafes
and, whether you want a quick
cuppa while you’re waiting for
the bus, a take-away sandwich
or a full British breakfast, you’ll
find all needs catered for in this
little establishment. Plus, it has
that extra little attraction of
outdoor seating at the front in
nice weather, which brings a real
‘continental’ atmosphere to the
street.
OPEN: Mon – Wed 10.00am – 4.00pm,
Tues – Sat 9.00am – 5.00pm, Sun 10.00am – 4.30pm
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Berry’s

When I first visited Church Stretton
30 years ago, I actually stayed in Berry’s
when it was a highly recommended B&B
– renowned for its healthy breakfasts.
Years later, despite a change in status
from B&B to Café, it’s good to know
that its reputation for fine food remains
unchanged….even appearing in the 2009
Good Food Guide! But it’s not just about
the food, it’s also about the atmosphere
and Berry’s has it in abundance. Walking
into their Parlour is like going back to an
age when time was slower and life a lot
less hectic. The only danger here is that
once ensconced, you’ll never get out of the sofas! Berry’s caters for all
seasons - in the middle of winter when it’s freezing cold outside, you
will be welcomed by a blazing open fire, and on a hot summer’s day,
a lazy sojourn in their gorgeous walled garden with a glass of their
home-made cordial, will allow you to chill out and re-energise! You can
even come here for a drink in the evening as it is fully licensed!
OPEN: Daily 10.00am – 5.00pm,(Fri – Sat open until 10.00pm)
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Chalet Pavilion –
Carding Mill Valley

Architecturally, the NT Tearoom resembles
a Swiss chalet, - large, picture windows,
covered verandah, lots of wooden furniture

and the ‘piece de resistance’ - a huge, open
stone fireplace with a wood burning stove
which, when lit, just oozes atmosphere!
(Indeed it won’t surprise you to learn that
it was a Swiss Chalet –imported lock stock
and barrel early in the 20th century). And
outside – well, it doesn’t come much better
than this – right in the heart of Carding
Mill Valley, with hills in every direction,
what more could you want? And if you
start to feel restless surrounded by so much
nature, you could always pop into the shop
next door for some ‘retail therapy’!
OPEN: Daily 11.00am – 5.00pm (varies in
winter)

Church Stretton Golf Club

I wonder how many of you realise that
you can pop up to the Golf Club for your
morning cuppa or lunch? It’s a pretty
steep climb on foot but don’t let that stop
you because it’s well worth the effort. The
premises are fully licensed and available for
hire for private functions – and it’s hard

to imagine a more impressive venue – the
views from the terrace have to be seen to be
believed! Why book an expensive holiday
to Switzerland when you have the Church
Stretton Golf Club on your doorstep?
OPEN: Mon, Wed, Fri - Sun 11.00am –
3.00pm approx

14/11/08 12:08:25

5
Flinders

Walking down the steps
into Flinders is a wonderful
surprise. It can look a bit dark
from outside because you can’t
really see much through the
windows as the café is below
ground level, but you’ll be
amazed to discover what a
bright, cheerful place this is. Its
‘underground’ situation makes
it feel incredibly cosy and
snug and with a large menu
selection at reasonable prices,
it’s no surprise that Flinders
is so often packed. And don’t
worry if you haven’t got time to sit and eat in because
Flinders also does a great take-away service with sandwiches
to suit all tastes.
OPEN: Daily 9.00am - 5.00pm (4.00pm in winter)
Closed Sundays in winter

Hollybush

Situated just at the
bottom of the Burway,
the Hollybush is a
magnet for walkers
and bikers, either at
the start or end of their
day. It’s light, bright
and airy on the inside
and, on a sunny day,
you get the option
to sit out because the
Hollybush is one of
Church Stretton’s few
‘pavement cafés’….it’s a great spot for people-watching.
Oh and if nature calls while you are here, then you have
the added pleasure of a visit to their very own ‘TinkleShed’.
OPEN: Daily 9.30am (closing time varies). Closed Wed

Mayfair Café

I’m sure everyone in
the Strettons knows
about Mayfair but are
you aware that you
can go and use their
café even if you aren’t
using other facilities in
Mayfair? Whether you
want a mid morning
cup of tea and scone or
a substantial lunch – all
home-cooked, you can relax among friends in here and know
that you are also supporting a really good cause. Plus you
have some unexpected ‘extras’ available here - there certainly
aren’t many teashops around that also provide access to things
like massage, chiropody, computers, creche etc….
OPEN: Mon – Fri 10.00am – 4.00pm

Mr Bun

It would be difficult to miss Mr Bun. Its prime location and
the fact that it’s also the local
bakery, ensures frequent visits
from all of us – if only to buy
our daily bread! But be warned,
it’s a place full of temptations
because you may think you’re
going in to buy a loaf, only to
end up having a full English
breakfast as well! But what
better way to decide on the
loaf of your choice or your
lunchtime sandwich, than over
a hot steaming cuppa first thing in the morning? It’s not only
a great place for watching the world go by – (I guarantee that
you’ll see half of Church Stretton walking past as you sit sipping
your tea) but also for ‘being seen’ – (you run the risk of having
unexpected table guests in here!)
OPEN: Daily 8.30am – 5.00pm, (Closed Sunday in winter)

Victoria House
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This is an ‘undiscovered’
little gem on the High
Street that is of particular
If you’ve ever visited the
value to walkers as it is
Antiques Market, you can’t
available outside of usual
have failed to notice the café. opening hours. Most of
Despite the confusing nature the time, it is a B&B,
of the building, the café is
but at weekends, it adds
well signposted by ‘footsteps’ another dimension and
on the ground so if your nose becomes a haven for those who have just come down off
doesn’t lead you to it, your
the hills and are desperate for a cuppa and a slice of home
feet will! It’s cheerful, bright
made cake, or soup and a sandwich. Ladies beware though,
and airy atmosphere and
because it’s very tempting to browse Linda’s fabulous range
home cooked specialist Italian of jewellery while you are sipping your tea – so you may end
food is just what you need
up indulging in more than just a ‘cuppa’!
after you’ve wandered around OPEN: Sat – Sun + Bank Holiday Mondays, 11.00am – 6.00pm
the cluttered Market for a few
hours!
Still to Come
OPEN: Daily 9.30am - 5.30pm, Sundays 10.00 - 4.00pm
The final areas to be highlighted in our ‘Shopping’
series will be Pubs and Restaurants so ‘Watch this space’!

Maltings Tea Rooms
(Stretton Antiques Market)
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The National Trust

G

et Christmas off to a good start in
Carding Mill Valley on Tuesday
2nd December. The pavilion, shop
and tearoom will be lit up and open for
business between 4.30 – 7.30pm.
Why not come along after work for a little relaxation and to
soak up the Christmas atmosphere?
There will be lots of gift ideas, special offers and stocking fillers
and come and sample some Christmas goodies in the shop!
Authors of the local bestseller Wild Mynd will be available to
chat and sign copies.
Mulled wine and seasonal eats available in the tearoom
around the log fire.
4.45 and 6.15pm
Christmas cameo performed by the young people of the
Kaleidoscope Theatre Group.
5.30 and 7.00pm
Carols and seasonal music led by traditional songsters,
Rapsquillion.
If transport is a problem we can help with a FREE shuttle bus.
Departure times:
Bus 1
Depart:
All Stretton (bus stop)
4.30 and 5.30pm
Denehurst Court
4.40 and 5.40pm
Windsor Place
4.45 and 5.45pm
Co-op
4.50 and 5.50pm
Arrive: Cardingmill Valley
5.00 and 6.00pm
Bus 2
Depart:
Hope Bowdler (bus stop) 4.30 and 5.30pm
Little Stretton (Ragleth pub)
4.45 and 5.45pm
Arrive: Carding Mill Valley
5.00 and 6.00pm
Return: (using 1 bus) leaving Cardingmill Valley at 6.15 and
7.15pm

National Trust Appeal for Memories of
Wenlock Edge

£100
£20

October 2008
568
£50 611
64
£10 15
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L

ocal residents came in large numbers to the
exhibition of Traffic and Environmental
Enhancements back in October, initially in the
Parish Centre and later in the Visitor Information Centre.
This exhibition was arranged by the Traffic Management
Implementation Team (TMIT) of the Town Council and
the Church Stretton Area Partnership, with the support
of the County Council Transport Planning Unit (TPU),
based on the latter’s researches into the options proposed.
It is very encouraging that 180 troubled to give in
detailed feedback responses. The great majority recognised
that we have to make the town centre more accessible
and welcoming for both residents and visitors if we are to
increase the footfall and keep our shops in business.
Over three-quarters of respondents favoured removing
parking from the Square and creating an amenable civic
space that can be used flexibly for a variety of purposes. A
majority wished to combine this development with greater
pedestrian priority along that stretch of the High Street,
including probably a one-way traffic flow recognising
that the current narrow pavements are a significant
deterrent, especially to those with pushchairs or electric
buggies. Even more backed improved pedestrian crossing
points at the junctions of Easthope Road with both
Sandford Avenue and Lion Meadow, with slightly fewer
also favouring improvements at the top end of Sandford
Avenue.
The preferred options for a coach drop-off point
were either Lutwyche Road or Beaumont Road, so as to
be adjacent to the new public conveniences. A narrow
majority expressed a preference that the new 21-place car
park at Lutwyche Road should be reserved for long-stay
parking but many were undecided as to its best use. Half
of respondents agreed with the introduction of some
CCTV surveillance in the town centre, the other half
being either uncertain or opposed.
To read the full Report on this Consultation Exercise,
please go to the Town web-site www.churchstretton.co.uk
Guided by this feedback, the TMIT and the TPU will
now undertake more detailed feasibility studies, before
consulting again on specific proposals early in 2009. These
will have to be costed and fitted into a comprehensive
overall plan that minimises negative knock-on effects.
Implementation may have to be phased for financial
reasons but we now have a mandate to make progress on a
development programme that is vital to the future wellbeing of our town.
Cllr Bob Welch
Town Mayor

December 2008

T

he National Trust is appealing for people with
memories and photographs of Wenlock Edge to
contribute to an exciting new book.
Shropshire Hills Countryside Manager, Peter Carty, is
appealing for old photographs and reminiscences of people
with a connection to the site, such as Wenlock Quarry
workers, foresters and gamekeepers.
Peter is leading the project in conjunction with lead
writer Paul Evans, who is a Guardian and BBC Radio Four
journalist.
The book, which has yet to be titled, will follow on
from the success of the previous Shropshire Hills book Wild
Mynd, released in 2007.
Peter said: “We are delighted to have such an acclaimed
journalist as Paul on board to help us create this exciting new
book. Wenlock Edge is a fascinating place with lots of stories
to tell so we are hoping people will help us by sharing their
memories and photographs.”
Peter said he hoped that the bulk of the book would
be written by autumn 2009 with the aim of publishing by
autumn 2010.
Anyone who feels they have a memory and/or
photograph to contribute to the book should call Peter Carty
on: 01694 723068 or email: peter.carty@nationaltrust.org.uk

7

Trafﬁc and Environmental
Enhancements
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Sports Night at the Club

T

hursday evenings at Church Stretton and District
Club in Essex Road are special - the premises become
a hive of sporting activity and enjoyment. The place
is buzzing with competition, noise, concentration, quiet and
social camaraderie. Yes, all that is possible at the same time
within the walls of the Club! The reason is that dominoes,
pool and chess are played in a competitive spirit in different

StRETTON FOCUS December 2008

Members of the Church Stretton Domino ‘B’ Team - Deep in
concentration, Elsie Brooks and John Kesterton with the marker
(centre) Julia Kesterton

rooms at the Club, but inside local leagues for the respective
games. In addition, snooker and darts are practised in
preparation for a league match on another evening. The
place is both rockin’ and calm at the same time. How do
the Committee and Steward at the Club pull off such a
successful occasion of contrasting sports?
The Scene Early On
Arriving at about 7.30 pm, the keener pool players are
already practising for their local league game – not due to
start until 8.30 pm. There is ample space at that time of night
and the players make the most of the uninterrupted freedom
available to practise their shots. Another sign that Thursday
night is different is that the table layout is prepared for local
league dominoes. Both dominoes and pool take place in the
main lounge, with drinks and snacks provided on demand
all evening. The increasing volume of noise as the evening
progresses is often supplemented by a European UEFA
Soccer match on both of the large, flat screen televisions. The
screens are very well positioned for all to see wherever you
are seated or standing. It is felt that the atmosphere has been
further enriched since the smoking ban came into effect.
Next door, in the Club’s adjoining and biggest room, tables
are being set up for chess matches for teams to compete in
the Shropshire County Chess League. Given the nature of the
game, relative peace and quiet is essential for the players when
play is in progress. The chess players really like this room as it
is large enough for both the ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams to play matches
against league opponents at the same time on occasions when
that is necessary. David Williams, the Chess Club Secretary,
feels our chess teams are having a ‘steady season’ at the
moment. In the snooker room, also adjoining the main lounge
but in the opposite direction to chess, players drift in for a
practice or friendly game. The snooker team based at the Club
has recently restarted competitions on Tuesday evenings in the
local league after experiencing difficulties in forming a team on
a regular basis. However, entry into the Shrewsbury Snooker
League for the Church Stretton Club resumed last season.
Frank Edwards, the captain, reports a promotion from the 4th
to the 3rd Division for this season

December 2008 mag x.indd 7

Into the Action
Kevin Davies, captain of the Club ‘B’ team at dominoes
and Alan Brookes, a player as well as the Dominoes League
Chairman, are both experienced campaigners. Kevin talks
about the great atmosphere at the Club and the friendships
that emerge through the game. The Dominoes Team was
playing a league match against The Green from Wentnor,
and the spirit amongst the players, and the levels of
concentration were visible for all to see.
Nick Kelly, Acting Captain and Ken Spragg, team
member shared a genuine enthusiasm for the game of pool.
Both Nick and Ken thought the game to be an opportunity
to unwind from the rigours of the day, enjoy the social side
and also to pit their skill against other enthusiasts. “It is
competition without stress” said Ken and “the Club provide
the facilities to do just that”. The game in progress was
against another Church Stretton side, the Coppers Malt
All Stars. The secret of the game of pool, according to Nick
and Ken, was “not to let your opponent in”. For the current
season, Church Stretton ‘B’ Pool Team has an aspiration to
finish in the top three in the League.
The essence of competition
All teams like to win. The teams that play at the Club are
no different from any other. The venue is ideal in providing
facilities and an environment for all players whether they
are locals or the opposition from far corners of Shropshire.

‘Old Coppers All Stars’ Pool Team - (l to r) Clive Parry, Louise Butcher
(Captain). Tony Butcher, Chris Hall and Frank Edwards
Photos: John Corfield

Between September and April each year, well over 500
competitors pass through the portals of Church Stretton and
District Club. My guess is that they leave in a happier state
than when they entered. Whether you are into dominoes,
pool, chess or snooker, Thursday night at the Club
from 8.30pm to about 11.00 pm is the place to be. The
committee at our Essex Road Club should be congratulated
for providing facilities and friendship opportunities that are
much appreciated by the players.
Man at the Club

Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund
Brenda and John Alexander would like to say how much
they appreciated the support and goodwill of friends and
neighbours at their Open Day on Saturday 9th August.
The final sum raised £633.00. The date of the rag doll
Elaine’s birthday was 13th July.
Brenda Alexander
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters

Percy’s Memories
Photo Quiz
Where in the Strettons is this?

Focus wishes all readers
a Happy Christmas

StRETTON FOCUS
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Cunnery Road Cemetery
The Cunnery Road ‘Living’ Cemetery project (funded by the
Heritage lottery) is now completed and residents are urged
to have a look at this impressive Victorian Cemetery. A new
interpretation board highlights the delights and interesting
features to be found in the cemetery and thanks go to all
who helped with the project.
Play areas
As part of the unitary transition, South Shropshire District
Council is handing over the three children’s play areas (in
Richard Robinson field, Town Park and All Stretton) to the
Town Council.
SSDC has upgraded the All Stretton play area before handover. The other two areas will be handed to the Town
Council with a small dowry (£18k) to help towards their
upgrading.
Skate Park/BMX
The Skate Park/BMX group is now a formal working party
of the Council’s Outdoor Amenities Committee. We are
working closely together in order to replace the skate park
and revamp the BMX track. The group is working hard to
fundraise and the Council has pledged £2,000 as match
funding.
To tide the youngsters over the winter, the Council is trying
to hire the District’s mobile skate park which was a great
success in the summer holidays.
Planning Matters
Full details of District Council decisions and current
planning applications can be viewed in the Council Office
window at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.southshropshire.gov.uk
Apologies to those who miss their inclusion in Focus but
lack of space prevents this.
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
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Traffic Management
The Traffic Management presentation held in October was
very well attended and raised many issues for immediate and
future discussions.
Our Traffic Management Implementation Team (TMIT) has
held regular meetings with SCC and will continue to do so.
Representations made by the Town Council have brought
about the revision of the on-street waiting limit from one
hour to two hours which we hope will please residents,
traders and visitors.
Unitary
Discussions are still on-going between the Town Council,
County Council and District Council regarding services,
boundaries and assets etc. There are many details to resolve
before Unitary officially comes into force on 1st April 2009.
Town Plan – towards 2013
After consultation, the Town Council has adopted the
revised Town Plan and will be working towards the
implementation of this very comprehensive document
wherever possible over the next five years. As can be
appreciated, many factors govern the success of the
document – ie finances available, unitary controls and the
commitment of the community.
Brooksbury Recreation Ground and Russells Meadow
Pavilion:
The plans for the pavilion have been submitted to SSDC for
permission. Once approved, we can then start applying for
the all important grant funding.
Following the intensive public consultation on this matter,
the final plans took on board many of the suggestions made
by residents and so it is hoped that they will be pleased with
the finished result.
Affordable Housing - Street Meadow
Following the open-day, SSHA invited bids for these
properties. Those bidding are required to complete ‘local
connection’ forms which are submitted to the Town Council
to verify.
Following this procedure, SSHA hope that the first of the
properties will be occupied before Christmas 2008.
Sewerage plant, Little Stretton
The Council’s representative has now held several site
meetings and consultations with Severn Trent regarding
problems at the treatment plant near to the ‘Lazy Trout’.
There seems to have been some improvement and other
modifications are planned to hopefully resolve all of the
problems experienced by residents.
Town Council Vacancies
The three vacancies announced in last month’s Focus will
be filled by co-option as an election was not called by the
electorate. The deadline for anyone interested in being
co-opted has now passed. The co-options will take place at
the Town Council meeting on 16th December 2008.
Coppice Leasowes
A site walkabout in late October was held on both the
East and West meadows and the woodland area. An action
plan has now been drawn up to carry out the necessary
maintenance and project work. This all has to conform
to the conditions laid out in the Coppice Leasowes
Management Plan
Once the majority of this work has been carried out and the
interpretation boards installed, a celebration event will be
held – probably in early 2009.
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Our children’s winner, Catherine, said: “It is so calm and
peaceful. It has a lovely smell of new books and I can always
find a good book.”

StRETTON FOCUS

Owner, Ros Ephraim, presented Helen and Catherine with
their prizes and said, “I am so delighted for them both. They
are great customers and it’s nice to see their loyalty rewarded.”
How would you have fared with the quiz? Here are just
five of the questions for you to match the character to the
author (answers are at the end – no cheating!):
Character: 1. Dr Kay Scarpetta; 2. Inspector Morse; 3. Mr
J L P Matekoni; 4. Thursday Next; 5. Philip Pirrip.
Author: A. Colin Dexter; B. Charles Dickens; C. Patricia
Cornwell; D. Alexander McCall Smith; E. Jasper Fforde.
We have recently taken delivery of a great variety of
books and book-related gifts for Christmas and look forward
to welcoming new and old customers to the shop: we may be
small but our stock is huge (some have likened us to Doctor
Who’s Tardis!). We also reached the final 15 shortlist for
Independent Bookseller of the Year back in May: all in all it
has been a pretty good year! Let’s hope the current economic
situation doesn’t stop people from buying books … what
better way to escape than to bury one’s head in a good book.
Quiz answers: (1C, 2A, 3D, 4E, 5B)

December 2008
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s part of our Independent Bookseller’s Week
celebrations in July we offered customers the chance
to enter a national ‘Book Lover’s Quiz’. We were
delighted to be told that two of our customers had each
scooped a prize of £100 of book tokens: one in the adult
quiz and one in the children’s version. As well as matching
20 authors with their characters they had to say why they
loved their local book shop: Adult winner, Helen, said: “I
can go in with half a title and no author but they will still be
able to help me! A wonderful shop in town.”

Ros Ephraim and Helen

I

wonder how often the average resident shops in the
Co-op in a month? If my wife and I are anything to go
by, we must shop there at least twice a week, yet until
I recently worked with six of their excellent young staff, I
knew very little about the store or the employees. Let me tell
you some of what I’ve discovered.
The store is managed by Mike Bugeil: he almost looks too
young to be a manager and in control of up to 78 employees
(the third largest employer after Polymer and the secondary
school) but he has been in charge for a number of years
and all the staff and my friends who know him speak very
highly of him. He is liked and respected by all and he runs an
excellent ‘open door’ policy for many of his 30 or so parttime young staff (many of whom are at college or university)
so that, once they have passed their initial interviews and
checks, they are welcomed back with a minimum of fuss and
protocol. This is greatly appreciated and employees have a
family feeling that is welcoming and friendly.
I understand that expansion and renovation plans have
been put on hold for the time being but Mike sees a future
need for both. In the meantime he can often be seen hard at
work inside the store with his hands full, though he is in daily
contact with managers in Oxford and HQ. He believes in
leading by example and also in getting to know his customers.
An unheralded aspect of our Co-op to me is the willing
way they support a great many of our charities and local
organisations. There are at least seventeen charities whose
volunteers can be seen throughout the year using the foyer to
collect contributions from shoppers. There is also a food and
drink bin for the homeless in Shrewsbury, two bins for local
cats and dogs, discount, help and Dividend Points for the
Mayfair Centre, maintenance of the new bus shelter, help for
Christmas fairs, the Arts Festival and for CSATG and many
others, while the most impressive help and sponsorship,
running into many thousands of pounds, has been given to
the Food Fayre over the last few years.
Other sterling work includes the fact that the Co-op
is the largest Fair Trade seller in England with all their
chocolate, tea and coffee being sold to benefit local
indigenous growers. I cannot quite understand how we are
not yet a declared Fair Trade Town – unless some of our cafés
and other retail outlets have not joined this campaign?
The main disappointment I find when I shop there is an
absence of much local produce. I learn that Mike’s hands are
tied here for all purchases have to be authorised by Manchester
bosses, audits must be met and quality and quantity controls
make local produce difficult to buy or sell. Nevertheless, the
Co-op does have a ‘local harvest policy’ where suppliers within
a 40 mile radius are used whenever possible.
A recent action dear to my heart was the huge support
given to our attempt to reduce the town’s dependency on
plastic shopping bags. Without their lead and support our
purchase of over 2000 cotton bags for free distribution just
would not have happened : Mike has succeeded in making
our Co-op the very first in the Midlands to help reduce the
issue of plastic bags by donating a thousand free cotton bags
and now by charging for plastic ones.
You may have gathered by now that I’m quite a fan of
Mike and ‘his’ supermarket. Perhaps, by publicising a little
of the considerable work undertaken to help our community,
more residents may now do more of their shopping
here rather than in the giant Shrewsbury or Ludlow
supermarkets?
John Woolmer
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Prize Winners at Burway Books

Ros Ephraim and Catherine

Our Local Co-operative
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Catholic Voice

Christmas in Jakarta
y arrival
in Jakarta
coincided with
the monsoon. It was very
hot and very wet, so it
was a great relief to arrive at the airconditioned house to be welcomed by
the grandchildren. After a hearty supper,
I was shown into my cool and elegant
room – which even had a swimming
pool outside my French windows – and
collapsed gratefully into my huge bed.
It was still dark when I was
awakened, at 4.15am, by the call to
morning prayer. Muslims pray five
times daily and no-one is ever out of
earshot of a mosque. These beautiful
buildings are everywhere, even in the
smallest village. In addition, there are
prayer rooms in shopping malls, offices
and houses for general use. Would that I
were so assiduous about my daily prayer!
Although 80% of Indonesians are
Muslim, and therefore do not celebrate
Christmas, there were trees and lights
throughout the city. Surprisingly, there
was a heavy police presence round the
churches due to previous anti-Christian
demonstrations, but all was calm as I
arrived at the International Church on
Christmas morning. Surrounding the
church there were rows of chairs facing
a bank of video screens, all shaded
by huge awnings in readiness for the
expected overflow of congregation.
I found a seat in the already crowded
church. My preparatory prayers were
interrupted by the unmistakable strains
of “I’m dreaming of a white Christmas”,
sung reverently, like a hymn. As the
rising temperature was already over
80 degrees, I can only assume that the
visiting choir sang it for the benefit of
ex-pats from northern climes. Mass
was said in English, preceded by the
traditional procession to the Crib,
followed by the familiar liturgy and
carols. At the Sign of the Peace, when
this huge congregation of strangers
turned to greet each other, it really felt
that we were one family in Christ.
Back in chilly Shropshire, I mulled
over my impressions of Christmas in
Indonesia. The Muslims pray more
and drink less. There’s a thought for
Christians!
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Little Things

‘Look after the Watts and the Kilowatts
will look after themselves’
his 21st Century slogan echoes the
one many of us heard as children
‘look after the pennies and the
pounds look after themselves’. Doing little
things at home makes a big difference
to fuel bills and hence to addressing the
problems of climate change, as well as
perhaps alleviating some of the problems
of rising prices and the credit crunch.
What are these little things?
Stand by
It’s not just televisions and DVD
players that have stand by functions.
So do cordless phones, microwave
ovens, computers and printers. OK,
phones do need charging, but not
necessarily overnight. Sockets are
becoming available, often given
away free, which will switch off all
peripherals attached to a computer or
television, or why not just use the off
switch at the wall.
Laundry
Drying the washing can be done
quite easily without resorting to a
tumble dryer. There is a wide range of
clothes airers on the market (known far
more evocatively as clothes horses in
my childhood). My absolute favourite
is one that stands over my bath taking
up no floor space except when the bath
is in use. I also make good use of two
tier radiator airers, which are available
in supermarkets and DIY shops. These
don’t just have to go on radiators - they
can hang over the tops of doors, on
towel rails and picture rails, if anyone is
lucky enough to still have them. Why
not peg washing onto an airer and put it
outside on dry days in the winter? The
washing stays safe and it’s very easy to
bring it in and finish off drying it inside.
Lights
No account of saving money and
the climate would be complete without
mentioning light bulbs. Changing
normal incandescent bulbs for energy
efficient ones is the obvious step.
The bane of kitchen ceilings halogen
GU10s can also be replaced with LED
or compact fluorescent versions, which
have the added benefit of not heating
up the tops of people’s heads. Avoid
using fitments with high wattage bulbs.
For instance, we have one room with

T

both the centre light and wall lights on
dimmer switches and so energy efficient
bulbs would cost a fortune. The simple
low-cost solution has been to remove
all the light bulbs and use lamps with
efficient bulbs instead.
Microwaves
Of course if this has been switched
off at the socket, it needs to be switched
on again to be effective. Microwave
ovens on full power draw less than
half the power of a conventional
oven when heating. There is quite a
range of cookware available for use in
microwaves such as steamers, bacon
racks, egg boilers and poachers. With a
little practice these produce results that
are just as good as ‘normal’ cooking,
often in less time.
Rachel Finch-Lees

Flicks in the
Sticks – Church
Stretton
Charlie Wilson’s War (2008)
om Hanks brings out
the big guns, literally,
as a Texan congressman
who covertly funds Afghan
resistance against the invading
USSR in the true story of
Charlie Wilson’s War. His
indignation at the plight of
refugees, brutally displaced
by the Soviets in the 80s,
is matched only by his lust
for women and booze. With
help from Julia Roberts,
and spurred along by Philip
Seymour Hoffman, the result
has the energy of a classic
screwball comedy. Overall,
Charlie Wilson’s War boasts
an impressive arsenal of wit,
sophistication and scathing
political commentary. War
has rarely been this much fun,
but director Mike Nichols is
careful to offset the mischief
with a poignant reminder of
the days that lay ahead.
Church Stretton School
7.30pm, Monday 1st December

T

Little Stretton Village Hall presents ‘Mince Pies and Merriment’

On Friday 12th December at 7.30pm Little Stretton will be celebrating the approach of Christmas with its traditional
evening of ‘Mince Pies and Merriment’. In addition to a festive buffet, there will be a varied programme of readings and
sketches from the friends of Mary Stephenson. The evening will be rounded off by carol singing led by Trevor Morris and
his accordion. Tickets cost £5.00 from the village shop, or call 723627.
Please bring your own wine.
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Anglican Voice

G

od become a human being - sounds too good to be
true! Yet that is what the Christmas readings claim
about Jesus, who went on to claim to be God. Now,
if that is right, we have a fixed point for knowing God exists
and for finding out about him! After all, if someone goes
around claiming to be God, as C.S. Lewis put it, either they
must be mad, or evil, or right!! And Christians believe Jesus’
miracles, teaching and above all, his rising from the dead,
demonstrate that he was right - he was and is the Son of
God, as the carols say!
No wonder our dates, BC and AD, are based around
him, though the monk who worked them out missed four
years, so Jesus was probably born around 4 BC! But this is a
statement that he is the central figure of history. And, given
that there are more promises in Scripture for his second

St Laurence’s
Sunday 21st

coming than for his first, he is the key to the
future of the universe as well. Indeed, this will
be celebrated at the Advent services, leading
up to Christmas.
I have actually found that there is a move
towards reclaiming our Christian heritage and attendances
at many Christmas events have gone up considerably in
recent years. So please feel very welcome at any of the
various events in our churches and in the town. I am
personally looking forward very much to celebrating my
first Christmas here. We have special carol services and
services on Christmas day itself at St. Laurence’s, and at All
Stretton and Little Stretton.
May this be a very special Christmas for us all.
Richard Hill (Rector)

We Invite You to Join
our Christmas Services

StreTTON FOcUS
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10.30am Nativity
6.00pm Carol Service
Christmas Eve
11.00pm Midnight Communion
Christmas Day
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Family Celebration followed by short Holy Communion
St Michael’s, All Stretton
Sunday 21st
10.30am A Crib Service for all ages
Christmas Day
9.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 28th
6.00pm Christmas Songs of Praise
All Saints, Little Stretton
Sunday 21st
3.00pm Carol Service
Christmas Day 11.00am Holy Communion
United Reformed Church
Sunday 21st
10.30am Lessons and Carols
Christmas Day 10.00am Short Family Service
The Quakers, Silvester Horne Institute
Sunday 21st
10.30am Meeting for Worship
St Milburga’s, Church Stretton
Christmas Eve
11.30pm Carol Service followed by Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
9.15am Christmas Day Mass
St Walburga’s, Plowden
Christmas Eve
8.30pm Carol Service
Christmas Day 11.00am Christmas Day Mass
Methodist Church
Sunday 21st
10.30am Morning Service
4.00pm Carol Service (no evening service)
Christmas Eve
11.30pm Communion Service
Christmas Day 10.00am Family Worship
Sunday 28th
10.30am Morning Service (no evening service)
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Walk of The Month - Pools and Pipes

Distance: 3 miles
Time: 1.5 hours
n a hot sunny weekend, most people might seek
to avoid Carding Mill Valley on the grounds that
it is jam-packed with people enjoying a day out.
But have you ever asked yourself just why this valley is so
popular? Is it because there’s plenty of easy parking? Is it
because there’s a safe, shallow stream for the kids to play in?
Is it because there are decent loos and a great little tearoom
for refreshments? Or maybe because there’s a shop full of
wonderful gift ideas? Well there’s no doubt that Carding
Mill Valley boasts all these facilities - but you can’t get away
from the indisputable fact that it is also by far, the most
dramatic and picturesque of all the Long Mynd Valleys.
Wandering through this glorious landscape, with its steep

O

the direct, but somewhat unconventional route straight
down the steep slope, to the tearoom? You wouldn’t forget a
sight like that in a hurry!
Continue up the valley past the NT Tearoom. If, like
me, you are an early riser, this won’t be open yet but you
can anticipate its delights at the end of your walk. Pass by a
rather ugly block of flats on your left, which used to be the
actual Carding Mill that the valley is named after. There’s
no time or space to fill you in on its history here but you
can find out more at the end of the walk when you visit the
Tearoom. Cross over the footbridge at the stream, and walk
up to the top car park. Did you know that this used to be a
swimming pool - and not that long ago either? In fact you
can still see the depth pole at the far end of the car park.
Can’t you just imagine how glorious this must have been
when it was full of water, surrounded by these slopes? I wish
I’d seen it in those days.
Our path crosses the stream again - take the first
bridge on the left going up towards the reservoir. This is
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Carding Mill Valley
intersecting slopes, deep-cut side valleys, streams, pools and
waterfalls, it is easy to imagine that you are somewhere in the
Alps. (Not for nothing has this area earned the nickname of
‘Little Switzerland’.) And very tempting it is too, to follow
in the footsteps of most serious walkers and climb up into
the surrounding hills, but you must curb your energetic
tendencies because our walk today is an exploration of the
length and breadth of the delightful ‘inner’ world that makes
up Carding Mill Valley. Indeed, this series of monthly walks
would not be complete without a closer inspection of the
one valley that really puts us on the map!
So lets start at the lower car park. Even getting to this
point, (walking into the valley from the Shrewsbury Rd),
the scenery is spectacular - dramatic slopes on every side
and a gentle stream on the valley floor. I can remember my
very first Christmas in Church Stretton when it snowed on
Christmas Day and Boxing Day. Overnight, these hills were
magically transformed into a winter wonderland full of kids
(old and young!) having the time of their lives tobogganing
down the snow-covered slopes. It looked exactly like a
Christmas card!
This valley has
certainly seen
its fair share of
action. Do you
remember the
elderly gentleman
who took a
wrong turn on
the Burway and
NT Chalet Pavilion in Carding Mill Valley ended up taking
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Cow Ridge from Carding Mill Valley
New Pool Hollow and it follows a narrow stream along a
wide valley floor with the grandeur of Cow Ridge on your
right. Walk on until you reach a steep grassy slope in front
of you. Getting up here used to take a bit of effort but
recently, the National Trust have created a magnificent set
of stone steps on the left which makes the climb a whole
lot easier. Since I was among the volunteers who helped to
build them, I always enjoy overhearing people’s comments
as they use these steps – most are complimentary and
many think that they look really natural – as indeed they
do.

The reservoir in New Pool Hollow
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Once at the top, take some time to admire the old
reservoir that unbelievably used to supply the water for the
Stretton community. We’ve long outgrown it now of course
but thank God it is still here - no-one has thought to concrete
over it, so we can still appreciate its peculiarly eerie beauty,
(particularly on a grey, misty morning). I would love to
stand in the tower that marks the centre of this pool as this is
especially evocative, and often think it a shame that you can’t
actually get to it. Of course, I’d also probably de-rust the entire
structure and paint it lilac or bright pink - to really make it a
feature - but I realise that wouldn’t be to everybody’s taste!
Take the bridge to the left of the reservoir and cross
over the stile, up the set of steps (wooden ones this time but
also erected by the NT), into the small woodland area that
lies behind New Pool. This wood is regularly maintained
by the National Trust, whose volunteers can frequently be
seen working here, (although I seem to remember that our
last work visit was brought to a halt by a pair of nesting
ducks!) The path runs along one side of the reservoir and
back along the other. But when you get to the central point
by the weir, you’ll notice a stile into the valley beyond. It’s
well worth detouring a little way into this. Indeed, you can
actually follow the right hand fork of this valley right up to
the plateau of the Long Mynd - but that’s not our intention
today. Do I hear a sigh of relief ? You will be pleased to hear
that this walk is strictly low-level stuff.

StRETTON FOCUS
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Both these routes lead to the top but I haven’t forgotten that
I promised you only low level walking, so our path today
lies to the left. I like to think that the lower reaches of Light
Spout Hollow, up to the waterfall, are still contained within
the ‘inner world’ of Carding Mill Valley.
This path can be
tricky underfoot as it is
quite rocky and uneven
in places - but it is well
worth the effort because
it leads to the only real
waterfall in the whole
of the Long Mynd. The
narrow gorge-like valley
somehow draws you in,
so that you feel as if you
are plunging deep into
the unknown - the sides
getting rapidly steeper
until you suddenly
emerge at the dramatic
full stop that marks the
waterfall. At certain times
of the year, this can be a
raging torrent where you
Light Spout Waterfall
can’t hear yourself speak.
But I’ve also seen it completely frozen over - a silent spray of
icicles that sparkle in the sunlight. It doesn’t matter what season
you visit, you’ll find something to delight you here.
Take a few moments to have a look at the incredibly
natural-looking steps that the NT created here to open up
the valley beyond the Fall. (I’ve spent many hours on my
hands and knees here, sweeping these steps free of loose
debris in order to reduce the risk of slipping!) On another
occasion, you might choose to continue up here into the
upper reaches of Light
Spout Hollow - but
today, we retrace our
steps back along the
valley floor to the
junction with Motts
The valley above the reservoir in New Pool Hollow
Road. Re-cross the
stream here and return
I like this little valley. It has a quiet, ‘undiscovered’ air
via the lower path
about it and would be a great place to come to be by yourself that runs along the
for a while. Retrace your steps over the stile into the wood
bottom of Carding
again, and continue on the route around the pool to the
Mill Valley. Just after
other side emerging back onto the grassy plain in front of the the upper car park,
reservoir.
you’ll notice a rocky
Our path now follows ahead of you to the left. This
ridge on your left.
route is known as the ‘Pipe Walk’ - so named after the large This is The Pike - a
pipes which you will notice buried in the hillside as you
very descriptive name
walk its course. Once upon a time, these pipes carried water for a great ridge
from Light Spout Hollow into the old reservoir. Of course
climb. From here you
they aren’t used today but the name has stuck. Take care on can get to the Golf
this path as it is very narrow in places and has a sharp drop
Course and also onto The Pike from Carding Mill Valley
on the right side. Halfway along, the path crosses onto Cow Bodbury Hill for a look
Ridge and out of New Pool Hollow before swinging left and at the old Iron Age Hill Fort which tops this. But I suggest
back down into Carding Mill Valley proper. You now walk
that you keep that for another occasion, as the NT tearoom
above the valley floor on your right, until the path finally
should be in sight by now and I’m sure that you must be
descends to the stream where the valley forks into Light
feeling in need of a cuppa and a slice of well-earned cake!
Spout Hollow (on the left) and Motts Road (on the right).
Barbara Vickery
Photos by Trevor Halsey
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St Lawrence News

Quaker Voice

his summer one of our teachers, Mike
Gilford, visited Tanzania and has
established a link with a primary school
there. He writes: “Chihangu Primary School is
very remote. There is no running water and no electricity. I
felt very alone even though there were probably over 1,000
village elders, pupils, parents and staff waiting to welcome
me. When I arrived there was two hours of dancing, singing
and speech-making as part of my welcome, culminating in
the giving of gifts. The wonderful carved stool and masks
now adorn the entrance area at St Lawrence Primary. I found
the time at Chihangu an amazing experience. The people I
met were generous, warm and very friendly. They have very
little in terms of material possessions but in many ways they
have much more than us; they have time for one another,
they don’t hurry anywhere, they look after one another and
find laughter and pleasure in the simplest of things.”
Our pupils are learning more about the school and we
are exploring ways in which our school community can help
the school in Chihangu. Watch this space!
We also have other news. Both our boys and girls under-9
football teams have taken part in the finals of the Shropshire
Sports Partnership at Shrewsbury Sports Village. We are very
proud to have two teams as county champions! It is a great
achievement. Congratulations to them. Our Under-11 girls team
is now through to the last eight of the County Tournament and
the girls are looking forward to their next matches.
Finally all our children enjoyed a modern languages
day recently. Pupils learned interesting facts about other
countries in Europe. Parents who are native Dutch, French
and Portuguese speakers kindly gave their time to teach
some simple phrases. Children also tried speaking German,
Welsh and Norwegian and thoroughly enjoyed a French
cookery demonstration.
R Langford, Head teacher

ver the last few weeks the Engaging
Issues Team have been running another
series of stimulating and thought
provoking evenings of discussion. In October I attended one
particularly challenging and impassioned (for me) evening
when the speaker got us talking about poverty or rather
should I say People who are poor.
In an old TV comedy programme the character Wolfie
Smith use to say “Power to the People” - a freedom fighter’s
call. One conclusion from our discussion was that grand
projects might seem fine but often the most effective help
for those who are poor, have very little or nothing, is to ask
them what would make a difference and to empower them
to change things. There are poor people in the UK too,
as this country also has areas of deprivation, although it is
sometimes difficult to compare the two. Someone said to
me the other day, “How can we imagine what it is like to
be a five year old who has lost everything including family
through the tsunami in Sri Lanka?”
My view at the end of the evening was that we as
individuals can take personal responsibility to support
people who are poor (as I am sure many already do). There
are many organisations that support projects aimed at local
communities, sponsoring individual people, both in this
country and abroad. Some of us can afford to give regular
sponsorship but to take a story from the Bible, even the gift
of the widow’s mite had great value. So maybe even in these
more difficult financial times we could all manage to do our
small part to help give power to people who are poor.
Sandra Southee
NB Annual Engaging Issues Lecture
9th December ; Speaker Revd Dr John Polkinghorne.
Ticket only admission.
Contact Mrs Glenys Young 30 Alison Rd.
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October Weather
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ell, was it the first time we have had snow in October? No! It was reported as such in
London, the first time since 1934, but in Church Stretton we had between 1965 and 1977
snow in October on three separate occasions.
My books for that period are now with the Shropshire weather people with whom I have lost
contact but my summary shows that three occasions were recorded before 1977.
The first snow fell, this year, on the 28th and more on the 29th. In the town it didn’t appear to be
very much but on the hills there was quite a reasonable depth recorded and some days later I found
drifts a foot deep near the Shooting Box. In spite of that someone had tried to ride a bicycle through it!
The total precipitation for the month at 3.59 inches was not out of the ordinary. It has been as
high as 6 inches and as low as 0.7 and so 3.59 is, about, average for the month. The sun was more noticeable by its absence
this month. Most days were cloudy though we did have a few nice days when it genuinely seemed to be autumn but that
was before winter arrived!
Robert Smart

Trivia Corner no 61 by Ken Willis
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Who was the first English monarch to have a Christmas tree?
Which day is the last public holiday of the year?
On which day of the week will Christmas Day be in 2009?
What has Golden Queen and Golden King varieties, Holly, Ivy or Mistletoe?
In which of the first 4 books of the New Testament is the story of the 3 wise men following the star?
What colour is Santa’s Belt?
Which carol contains the line ‘O tidings of comfort and joy’?
Which of the gifts from the three Wise Men was a sign of divinity, frankincense or myrrh?
The Miracle on 34th street supposedly happened in which US city?
In pantomime, who was the mother of Aladdin?
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uge thanks go to the
Midcounties Co-operative for
helping to make their Church
Stretton store the first in the Midlands
to charge for plastic bags - in a further
attempt to help the town to become
Shropshire ’s first PBF. Thanks also for
their generosity in supplying us with
1000 free cotton bags which we have
distributed to local residents, with the
help of five wonderful members of
their staff during our three day launch.
A grant of £1000 from Shropshire
Community Recycling, cheques of
£500 from Veolia Environmental
Services, £250 from our Chamber
of Trade and £210 from our Town
Council enabled us to purchase locally
2000 ‘Church Stretton at the Heart
of the Shropshire Hills’ cotton bags.
With these, the Fair Trade Co-Op
bags and another 600 cotton bags
from Shropshire Waste Partnership,
almost 3000 bags were given out to
householders over the three days by our
small team of volunteers who included
members of Climate Care.
Any local householder still without
a free bag is encouraged to call in at the
Shropshire First & Visitor Information
Centre by the Library and ask for one,
but you will have to be quick: there
are now very few left, as so many have
already been distributed.
It was very gratifying to receive so
many positive comments from local
residents in support of the initiative,
and to see so many shoppers sporting
their new cotton bags through Church
Stretton. Long may this last!
We now look forward to the
photo competition - and seeing just
how widely scattered across the world
our Church Stretton bags will be
photographed. I’m hoping to submit
mine from somewhere on the coast of
the Red Sea .
John Woolmer
PBF Committee

The New Commercial
Notice Board at the
Co-op

W

ould readers kindly note
that this new board, erected
by the Town Council and
CSATG, is for long-term commercial
notices, and not one-off events.
The long established events board,
erected by the Civic Society outside the
Spar, on Sandford Avenue, is intended
more for one-off events and noncommercial notices.
It is hoped that the two separate
notice boards will be used appropriately
by advertisers: notices that fail to
comply with these differing aims
may well be removed, so as to give
appropriate advertising space to the
commercial notices on the new board.
CSATG

Christmas
Celebrations at
the Library

T

PRAYERS for PEACE

Friday December 5th 2008 at St Laurence’s Church
Drop in any time between 10 am and 4 pm
Specific prayer requests this month by Anglicans

StreTTON FOcUS

his year we are holding a
Christmas Family Craft hour on
Saturday 6th December 2.30 3.30pm. Bring your family and friends
to Church Stretton Library to make
seasonal decorations; we hope to make
a paper chain that will stretch the full
length of the library.
On Thursday 18th December,
10.00 – 12.00noon and 2.00 - 3.30pm,
we will serve a variety of beverages and
mince pies as a token of thanks for
your custom during 2008. It is also
the launch day for the family quiz,
which will be just the thing to pass
an idle hour or two, perhaps when
recovering from Christmas Dinner. The
‘Librarian’s Choice’ book list will also
be available, see if you can guess what
books each of the staff read!
We look forward to seeing you on
these days and wish you all seasonal
greetings and a good 2009. Email:
churchstretton.library@shropshire-cc.gov.uk
Tel: 01694-722335

Churches Together in the Strettons
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God and Father
Christmas
hristmas is
coming, and
Father Christmas
will be busy reading his
letters. He will be preparing for the big
annual adventure of delivering presents
to all good boys and girls.
It’s an exciting time for children of
the Western world, where the myth can
be given some form of reality. That is,
stockings will be filled, Rudolf ’s carrot
will disappear, Santa’s glass will be
empty and the mince pies eaten.
Of course, children eventually get
wise to what’s going on. It may be a
relief to some and a disappointment
to others. But the truth has to
be recognised and the necessary
adjustments made. There’s a passage
of Scripture where Paul writes “when
I grew up I put away childish things”,
and I don’t think there are many people
today who continue to believe in Father
Christmas in any literal way.
But for some reason, there are
people who continue to believe in a god
who lives in the sky (rather like Father
Christmas). This sky god looks down
from heaven, and delivers presents of
one sort or another, to those people
with whom he is pleased.
Much of the Christmas story is
written in such a way that it cannot
be taken literally. It is necessary for
grown-up people today to ‘get wise’,
to see through the story, and find the
reality that lies behind it.
The great spiritual insight of the
Christmas story is what is theologically
called the Incarnation. What it means
is that the reign of all sky gods is over.
God now has a human face. And for
Christians that face is the face of Jesus
of Nazareth.
God is now to be found in
Humanity, in human relationships
and the way we treat one another. And
according to Jesus, the highest form of
that relationship is love - because God
is Love.
Donald Horsfield

Plastic Bag Free
Church Stretton
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Plant of the Month – Mistletoe

W

e are all familiar with mistletoe around Christmas
time. It is big business with the plant being
grown commercially and sold in auctions. In
Tenbury Wells ‘England’s Mistletoe Town’, there is an annual
Mistletoe Festival in early December with a procession of the
Mistletoe Queen, mumming plays and much more.
European mistletoe (Viscum
album) is the only member of its
family to be native to Britain and it
is most commonly found south of a
line from the Humber to the Severn.
It is a shrubby, evergreen partial
parasite found most commonly on
branches of apple, poplar, hawthorn
and lime trees and more occasionally
on oak. It can grow into a plant
cluster 60-90m long with repeatedly
forked branches and those familiar
thick oval leaves which are wider
near their tips. As the plant has
green leaves, it can photosynthesise
and make its own sugars. However,
it takes mineral salts and water
from the veins of its host tree
through root-like structures which penetrate the branch.
The mistletoe does therefore ‘rob’ the tree which may grow
less well, especially if it is host to many plants. However, like
any efficient parasite, it does not kill its host and cut off its
means of life support.

Its flowers are tiny and borne in clusters from February
to April. The sexes are separate and only the plants with
female flowers bear the white berry-type fruits in November
and December. Every child is taught how the mistle thrush
eats the berries and wipes the sticky seeds off its beak on
to a new branch – a novel way of seed dispersal. The fruit
contains a viscous pulp and
the bird may find it difficult to
swallow the sticky mass or it may
regurgitate the seeds from its crop.
However, before you think
of ‘growing your own’ please
remember that although the seed
might soon germinate and start
to push a sucker into the branch,
it might be up to 4 years before
leaves appear. Growth continues at
a slow pace and berries will not be
produced unless male and female
plants are growing nearby and
pollination occurs. It will be easier
to buy from the mistletoe market
and grow your own holly!
NPT
This is the last of this very popular series. The editors
would like to thank ‘NPT’ and ‘BB’ for their delightful and
informative articles and paintings.

Putting Shropshire’s Birds on the Map

W

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

Last Month’s Photo

Answer in next month’s Focus

The Priory, Church St

StRETTON FOCUS
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John Arnfield, who is organising the fieldwork in
south-central Shropshire, said “The Shropshire Hills area
has a distinctive mix of bird species and it is important that
we get good observations on when and where they can be
found. Anyone who can identify most common birds can
play an important role in this. Carrying out the survey is
not difficult, and the local Area Co-ordinators will provide
advice, guidance and forms to record it all. Anyone who
wants to help is very welcome.”
If you want to assist, ring Allan on 01691 654245 or
John on 01694 724170.
For further information, please contact:
Leo Smith, Atlas Publicity Officer (01588 638577,
email leo.smith@dsl.pipex.com) or Allan Dawes (phone no.
above, email allandawes@btinternet.com), or visit the SOS
Website www.shropshirebirds.com, while the national Atlas
web site: www.birdatlas.net provides more information
about the national surveys.

December 2008

ork started on November 1st on the second year
of the Shropshire Bird Atlas. Last winter, half
the survey areas in the county were covered, but
there is more work to do. Surveys will start on the other half
over the coming winter, in the four months up to the end of
February.
Shropshire Ornithological Society is calling on all local
people with an interest in birds to help. Results will also
contribute to a new national atlas, being organised by the
British Trust for Ornithology. This is a very important
project, which is being supported by all major conservation
organisations. Anyone can help, and all records are valuable.
Records are needed of every bird species seen in each
small survey area during the winter, and again during the
breeding season. All local people can make an important
contribution by sending in records of the birds seen in their
garden or on their farm, or while out walking or visiting
the wider countryside. Some people will make an even
bigger contribution, by making several visits to a specific
survey area and recording everything seen. Experienced
birdwatchers can also help with timed counts.
Allan Dawes, the Atlas Organiser in Shropshire said,
“We’ve made an excellent start, but more helpers are still
needed. When we did the last Shropshire Atlas, well over
350 local people sent in records. Interest in birds and
wildlife has increased since then, so we hope for a lot more
helpers this time. Atlassing is very enjoyable – it takes us to
the quieter parts of our lovely county, where we wouldn’t
otherwise go. The results are very important, to help plan the
conservation of birds that are declining. Anyone interested in
birds can make an important contribution.”
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Dear Editors . . .
Another Architectural Gem
ay I be one of the first in what must
presumably be a potentially long
queue to offer my congratulations to
both South Shropshire Housing Association
and the District planners for creating the
masterpiece development on the former
Lutwyche Road car park. Not only has it
succeeded in totally masking the former dreary
view onto the lush green oasis of the recreation
ground, but it has also obliterated the tiresome distant view
of the Stretton Hills.
The building itself looks so impressive…small and low as
befits the surrounding housing, modest and architecturally
pleasing – no doubt using the same District architects who
brought us our much loved, highly functional and awardwinning public conveniences by the car park.
And what of the generous provision of promised
alternative portaloos and alternative car parking spaces? Of
course, neither was much wanted or needed - as former
public consultation and meetings proved: in any case,
outsider experts always know best and rightly don’t want
to listen to the uninformed bleatings of local residents.
No, those responsible for the creation of this gem must be
delighted to have given the town such valuable jewels: I
wonder where they live?
Name and address supplied

M

Evolution - The Continuing Debate
eading Michael Price’s letter in the November Focus, I
am saddened to think that there are still those (not,
I judge, Michael himself ) who think that in matters
of belief we have a stark choice between on the one hand an
atheistic take on the processes of nature and on the other a
simplistic (and somewhat juvenile) interpretation of sacred
texts. Many of us believe that both ideas are equally wrong,
and that we can accept both the findings of science and also
the knowledge of God that comes through the Bible, if rightly
interpreted and understood in the light of its long history.
Where I would take issue with Michael is in his
description of the 4004 creation theory as ‘the biblical
theory’. It is not biblical at all. Closely read and with due
literary analysis, Genesis 1 turns out to be what today we
would call a dramatic poem or chant, complete with what
today we might call ‘stage directions’ and an underlying
chorus accompaniment, that not only sits easily with
modern scientific theory but also calls forth respect for the
insights and sensitivity of the ancient writer (especially when
compared with the many other fanciful creation stories from
ancient cultures around the world). We should not disparage
the remarkable understanding and knowledge of those
ancient Middle Eastern civilisations.
For any who too easily dismiss Christian beliefs on
the basis of a superficial idea as to what they are, often
culled from press reports of vocal and unrepresentative
groups, I can only plead that they take time to find out
what Christians, in all their rich variety, really believe. They
might be surprised. But they would probably need to start
somewhere else than with attitudes to scientific discoveries.
Roy Coad
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rendered “became”: Gen 1:2 would then read, “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The
earth became formless (Hebrew tohuw) and empty (or
waste - Hebrew bohuw)”.
Would God create a desolate universe and then
have to fix it? Isaiah 45:18 replies, “He created it not in
tohuw”- the same word rendered “formless” in Gen 1.
Some colossal event in pre-history laid waste the entire
universe. Psalm 104:30 hints at an explanation of why
one planet, which through some lucky coincidences can
alone sustain life, hangs as a jewel amidst a cosmic scene
of desolation. It says simply, “You renew the face of the
earth”. Genesis 1:2-31 seems to relate to the re-creation or
renewing of the earth. We aren’t told how long the original
creation took or how much time passed between verses 1 and
2, but 4,000 million years in all might be a fair guess.
The Bible claims to be “God inspired” so Christians
would say God, not human writers, did know about bacteria.
That’s why He gave the ancient Hebrews effective laws of
quarantine, hygiene and sanitation. He also knew all along
that the earth was spherical (Isaiah 40:22) and that it “hangs
on nothing.” (Job 26:7).
The evolution debate seems pointless unless someone
can answer scientifically the chicken and egg conundrum, or
point to the scientific paper that conclusively disproves the
law of biogenesis. I accept there probably was a very big bang
a long time ago, and that there is natural selection, but I
want to know which evolved first, the male or the female?
Name and address supplied
Eds: This topic is now closed.

The Great Egg Mystery!
n mid October I found some packets of eggs at the
bottom of my garden. Mystified, I brought them in, and
asked neighbours if they had been expecting a delivery,
thinking someone put them in the wrong garden! No luck
here!
I then expected to receive a phone call from whoever left
them, thinking it may be a gift from a friend! No luck again.
I then thought it may have been mischievous school
children. But after further thought, it dawned on me that
perhaps someone had walked with loads of shopping down
the path at the rear of our garden, had found they had too
much shopping to carry easily, so left them, intending to
collect them later!
If that is the case, and it was you who left them, please
phone and I will gladly replace them! 01694 723372.
We’ve had some lovely omelettes from yours!
Les Dobb
Irritation, Not Anger
egular correspondent Simone Crawley’s latest letter
(Focus, November) dealt with the subject of anger.
Her contributions are likely to give rise to more
irritation than anger, dealing as they do with vague topics
unlikely to be of interest to townspeople. Earlier (Focus,
September) our present life was compared to that at the end
of the Roman Empire. This extreme assertion follows her
general theme which might be summarised as: “Stop the
world, I want to get off!”
Surely life, on this continent at least, is not as bad as
she makes out. Of course mankind’s progress has given rise
to significant problems and over-population is not the least
of these. She implies that there was some golden age, before
Evolution Debate: What the Bible Says
‘science’ came along to spoil everything, when an idyllic
he Bible nowhere says the earth is less than 10,000
years old; such ideas have added credibility to the ‘no- life was enjoyed by all. Perhaps she is thinking of the brief
between-the-wars period of genteel poverty described in
god’ school, undermining the faith of many.
In Genesis 1 verse 2 the word translated as “was” can be
Letters continue on next page
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Dear Editors, continued . . .
Reg’s Ramblings (Focus, November). In fact the lives of our
forebears have been described, probably accurately, as “nasty,
brutish and short”.
During our brief period on this wonderful planet we
should try to improve things as far as possible but also take
pleasure and satisfaction in our existence.
M J Rossiter
Planning Applications and Parking
e read with interest the summary of Church
Council matters, but we miss the notes about
planning applications which gave us an overview
of developments in our town. Although the applications are
posted on notice boards, Focus gave us a very good idea of
what was going on, and we could follow up more detailed
enquiries if we were interested. I seem to remember an
explanation some months ago of why the planning notes

were discontinued. If that remains the decision, could that
explanation be repeated?
Just to add to the recent controversy about parking, I am
watching with interest the effect of two-hour street parking.
My impression so far is that with one-hour parking it was
relatively easy to park in the street to pop into a shop or two,
with a parking time of less than half an hour. With two-hour
parking, this seems more difficult, leading to the anomaly
that I pay to park for half an hour, but get free parking for
two hours (if I can find an empty slot). Maybe the better
answer would have been to limit street parking to half an
hour (but with less draconian enforcement than we have
experienced).
David Jandrell
The content of Town Council Matters is determined by the
Council. Any readers wishing to comment are advised to contact
the Council directly - Eds

Focus on Faith

Knit and Natter Group

Is this really for me?
ost of us will be unwrapping Christmas presents this
month. They’re an important part of the seasonal
celebration, but in what way are they important?
First to be discarded are the silver bows and ties that
serve no purpose but decoration; like the commercial bits of
Christmas they are of no use to us.
Then we attack the wrapping paper which at least
shows us that there’s something special inside. This could
be likened to the Christmas story, the angels, crib scenes,
nativity plays and familiar carols.
Underneath there’s the box, more utilitarian than the
wrapping and stronger, more serviceable, containing some
precious thing that is not yet known. Take a second look at
the picture on the cover: we don’t yet know what is in the
box, nor can we predict where it will lead us. The stable may
have been utilitarian, but it protected a baby who may lead
us to a future we cannot foresee.
The protective work of the box is supplemented by
the rest of the packaging; the forms and ceremonies that
the churches have instituted to protect the central gift
of Christmas. But what is the gift that is inside all this
wrapping? A new understanding of how humankind relates
to the reality that is beyond them?
But the most important thing about a gift, whether
physical or spiritual, is the loving thought that was put into
it by the giver.
Is this really for me?
Lesley Richards

ince the end of September the snug at the Buck’s Head
has played host to a Knit and Natter Group. Meeting
every Wednesday from 5.30pm to 7.30pm the group is
a chance for novices and experts of all ages (and genders) to
get together and share each other’s company and experience.
It is enlightening to find that a significant number of men
claim to be able to knit, but only two so far have risked
doing so in public!
Several members have very comprehensive collections of
patterns going back decades - the hairstyles of the eighties
never cease to amaze. The range of styles of knitting is
quite surprising to non-knitters and knitters alike: we have
‘throwers’, what I can only describe as ‘Miss Marples’, and
‘European knitters’... you will have to come along to find out
what I mean. We have yet to have anybody doing crochet;
all other stitchcrafts, such as tapestry and cross stitch, would
also be very welcome.
As well as normal bar drinks, the Bucks Head serves hot
drinks including tea, coffee and hot chocolate all day, and
food is served from 6pm. The writer can highly recommend
the chips with mayonnaise.
Anybody of any age who is interested in coming along is
very welcome. If anyone wishes to learn to knit, there are a
wealth of people willing to help.
For more details please contact Rachel on 01694725509. Please note that there will not be a formal Knit and
Natter on 24th or 31st December.
Rachel Finch-Lees
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Flicks in the Sticks. We were also successful in launching
the first ever Food Fayre, Walking Festival and Ale Trail, as
well as a host of maps, furniture, booklets and guides – all of
which have helped publicise the local area.
A thank you lunch for the fifty or so regular CSATG
volunteers, friends and helpers was held in the Parish Centre
in November as a small way of saying a huge thank you to
them. Without their enthusiastic help, none of our many
achievements would have been successful. John Woolmer
The Annual General Meeting of the Tourism Group will
be held on Thursday 18th December at the Longmynd
Hotel, starting at 7.30pm. All members and interested
locals will be welcomed and be able to offer our new
Chairman their support and encouragement.

StRETTON FOCUS
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fter five years as chairman of the Tourism Group, I
shall shortly be handing over the reins to Alan Garner.
He has kindly agreed to step in and to lead the
Group into the foreseeable future at a very exciting
developmental stage in the history of Church Stretton.
In the past five years CSATG volunteers have sought to
improve the tourism infrastructure, widen the partnership
and responsibility of promoting the town and the local area,
and help make Church Stretton a neater, cleaner and more
welcoming town for both its residents and our visitors. We
have raised over £80,000 worth of grants – enabling us to
add considerably to the tourism infrastructure, and embark
on such schemes as Adopt a Station, Pride of Place, Station
Gardens, Walkers Are Welcome, Plastic Bag Reduction,
Better Welcome, Hanging Baskets, Six Towns Branding and
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Church Stretton Area Tourism Group News
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Role Reversal for Stretton
Apprentice

A

young Church Stretton electrician has gone back to
the college where he trained – this time as a
tutor. Luke Prosser, aged 24, first became a
student at Shrewsbury College of Arts and Technology in
2000, studying carpentry and joinery. After achieving his
qualification he worked as a shop-fitter
for two years before joining Clee Hill
Electrics. “By then I knew I wanted to
get a qualification in electrical work
and the company offered to let me
become an Apprentice. That involved
one day a week at college and four
at work. It meant I could train as an
electrician and earn a wage at the same
time.”
The problem for Luke was that
his job was not able to provide enough
‘hands on’ experience. “The company
was very supportive but as I went on it
became clear that I wouldn’t be able to
get enough evidence for my site diary.
I simply wasn’t doing enough wiring. I talked it over with
my tutors and they were very helpful. I worked at weekends
with some of the college staff to get extra hours and when a
vacancy came up I got taken on as a storeman. Because I was
then permanently on campus, I was able to focus even more
closely on my Apprenticeship requirements.”
Luke recently completed his Advanced Apprenticeship
and is now a fully qualified electrician. But that isn’t the end
of his college career. “Now I am working as an instructor
here, teaching youngsters who are just starting out on their
training. It’s an odd feeling, having been there myself not
that many years ago. But I’m enjoying it and am working
towards a teaching qualification.”

Christmas Tray Bake
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M

ostly indoor work this month with seed orders
to be completed and trays and pots to be washed
and stored ready for early sowings next month in
the greenhouse. With colder weather now make sure bird
feeders are topped up and fresh water is available - as well as
drinking they have to bathe, whatever the weather!
Vegetables and Fruit
Harvest sprouts, leeks and winter cabbage. Lift root crops,
clean off soil and store in a cool but frost-free shed or garage.
(Check regularly throughout the winter as rot will spread
very quickly.) Continue with tree planting and pruning
while they are dormant, providing the ground isn’t frozen.
Rhubarb can be divided now so lift the crowns, discarding
the old, woody centre. Remove weeds and fork in a general
purpose fertilizer and some well rotted compost. Replant
younger pieces each with at least one bud on them and water
in.
Lawns
Try to avoid a build-up of leaves by either
raking them up or, if conditions allow,
mowing and chopping them up with the grass
clippings, then straight on to the compost
heap! While it is the quiet season send the
mower for servicing. Keep off the lawn as
much as possible this month and next.
Shrubs and Flowers
Shrubs and trees can still be planted
this month. If the site is very cold
or windy they will benefit from a
temporary netting windbreak to help
them become established. If we get very
severe weather tender plants growing in
the soil can be protected with a thick
mulch of compost or chipped bark, and
large containers wrapped in ‘bubble’
polythene, with fleece covering the
plants growing in them. Always stand pots on ‘feet’ or low
bricks to prevent them becoming waterlogged.
Greenhouse
Take advantage of any mild sunny spells to open the
window around the middle of the day as this will help the
air circulation, and keep botrytis and pests at bay; mealybug, red spider mite and white fly can all
be around now. Water plants carefully,
keeping them on the dry side unless
they are flowering. Remove dead flowers
and leaves regularly. Poinsettias and
Hippeastrum bulbs are on sale now. These
bring a lot of colour into the home during
the dark days of winter. Keep Poinsettias
out of cold draughts (especially when bringing them home).
Hippeastrums (Amaryllis) are best when potted into a John
Innes compost for stability. Set the bulb so that only about
one third is in the soil. Water from the base and turn the pot
so that the plant grows straight. Put both plants in a warm
place (but not too warm!).
Ponds
Keep removing dead leaves etc, from the water. If the
weather is very cold place a plastic ball on the surface to
prevent the pond freezing over completely. (I’m sure if you
have a pond you know all this.)
There is no meeting this month so, from the club, have a
Happy Christmas and New Year!
From Church Stretton and District Gardening Club
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Leave some of these for Santa to eat and he will certainly
look after you! A quick and easy treat with a Christmas
flavour.
6 oz. raisins
1 teasp vanilla essence
3 tbsp rum
9 oz. butter
12 oz. SR flour
7 oz caster sugar.
4 eggs
5 oz ground almonds
1 1/2 oz blanched almonds
Icing sugar to dust.
Rinse the raisins and drain them well. Put them into a
bowl and add the rum. Leave to marinate while preparing
the cake. Preheat the oven to 180C (350F, Gas 4). Grease
a 14x10 inch baking tin and dust the
surface lightly with flour. Put flour,
butter, caster sugar, vanilla essence, eggs
and ground almonds into a bowl and
beat together, with an electric whisk, if
possible, until they are well blended and
smooth. Stir in the rum-soaked raisins
plus any liquid. Spoon the mixture into
the tin and spread it out with a spatula. Roughly chop the
almonds and sprinkle them over the top. Bake the mixture
for 30 minutes. Leave the tin to cool completely. Cut the
cake lengthways, then cut diagonally to form triangles.
Dust the triangles with icing sugar just before serving. Will
last for a week in an airtight container.
“Happy Christmas to all from Her Ladyship”
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Engaging Issues: Explorations Half Price Book Sale!
his year’s Half Price Book Sale in
in Faith and Experience
support of Mayfair will be held
The Revd. Dr John Polkinghorne, KBE, FRS

Is there a destiny after death?

Tuesday 9th December 2008
URC Church 7.25 for 7.30pm
e are fortunate to have attracted for our first
annual lecture such a distinguished physicist and
theologian and one of the most exciting living
thinkers. Dr Polkinghorne has made a huge contribution
to building understanding and respect between science
and religion and is a winner of the prestigious Templeton
prize for his leadership in this field. “I think that Science
and Religion ought to be friends, not foes. They are
complementary to each other. And if they are friends they
will have gifts to give to each other.”
He sees evolution as entirely compatible with a creative
God. Creativity is so endowed with potentiality for life that
allows creatures to make themselves. Evolution has been
extraordinarily fruitful but has an inescapable shadow side
to it. The potentiality of the world is brought to birth by the
shuffling explorations of contingency and chance. There will
be ragged edges and blind alleys. In other words nothing is
certain about how things turn out.
John is an entertaining speaker and our evening with
him in December promises some interesting twists and turns
and surprising thoughts.
All are welcome but you will need a ticket priced at £3
from Glenys Young: 01694 724647
Noel Beattie

W

Reg’s Ramblings
Christmas is coming!
ust as it has every year since that bright star appeared
in the sky above Bethlehem over two millenniums ago.
Surely no one would dispute the fact that, whilst Easter
is a momentous date for all Christians, Christmas is a time
of family togetherness and remembrance of friendships past
and present by the sending of cards, letters and goodwill
greetings. As I remarked in my last year’s Christmas essay,
the different races and cultures in our midst thoroughly
enjoy sharing in the festivities. Nevertheless, we should not
lose sight of the fact that the festival marks the birth of the
prophet Jesus who, in his all too short life, went around
preaching a doctrine of decency, helpfulness and regard for
others. It puzzles me greatly that Professor Dawkins and such
as his local disciple, Michael Price, should be so vehement
in condemning those who seek to pursue such a worthwhile
ethic in their daily lives.
Incidentally, in the course of a long life, during which I
experienced relative poverty during my childhood and spent
five and a half years on Army service during World War Two,
I have been able to observe a form of guidance over which
I have no apparent control but which seems to have guided
my destiny with an unerring hand - presumably the hand
of Fate! Meanwhile may I wish everyone, including Messrs
Dawkins and Price, a thoroughly enjoyable and happy
Christmas.
Reg Heiron
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at the Parish Centre, Church
Street, on Saturday 6th December from
10am to 1pm. Admission will be 50p
for an adult, with children free.
There will be a large number of
paperback and hardback novels and
books on many subjects - history, travel, biography, military,
gardening, cookery, art, literature, languages, science,
natural history etc. As usual, there will be a large selection of
attractive children’s books and videos.
All subjects will be separately displayed and labelled, so
those with a special interest can easily see what is available
for them.
A selection of CDs and DVDs will also be available.
However - Everything on Offer will be Sold at Half the
Marked Price!!!
Given the number of books on display, their
condition and the prices at which they will be sold, book
lovers will have a great opportunity to acquire some real
bargains.
In order to put as many books on display as possible,
and as the sale is during the morning only, refreshments will
not be available on this occasion.
Tony Crowe

The More Singers Concert

O

n Saturday 20th December at 7.30 pm in Church
Stretton Methodist Church the More Singers
(Director Richard Silk) perform O Magnum
Mysterium (O Great Mystery), a seasonal mix of music
and readings. Choral music in various styles spanning
four centuries is combined with carols for all to sing. The
accompanist and soloist on the organ is William Smallman.
Retiring collection in aid of charity.

Art and Craft Demonstration
at Mynd Art & Toys

C

ome and watch an artist at work and find out how
to inspire creativity with a range of construction
kits at Mynd Art & Toys on Thursday
December 4th from 4.30 pm till 9pm. Enjoy a glass of
wine and a mince pie while you watch!

Trivia Answers
1. Victoria
2.
Boxing Day
3.
Friday
4.
Holly
5.
Matthew
6.
Black
7.
God rest ye merry gentlemen
8.
Frankincense
9.
New York
10. Widow Twanky
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News from the Tree Group

T

he autumn was a busy time for the Tree Group. First
we had a display of trees for sale, information and
a tree quiz for children at the Apple Fair. This was
followed by an evening event in the form of a Tree Question
Time with a panel of experts and a very comprehensive
display of leaves, fruits and cones put together by Len Salt, a
former head gardener at the Birmingham Botanic Gardens.
The range of knowledge of our panel was staggering so they
were very able to cope with questions about our native trees
and garden conifers, and tree care and management, as well
as ideas for which trees to plant.
On the last Saturday in October a small group went
out gathering seeds and nuts in Ragleth Wood as part of
a national initiative by The Tree Council to promote the
growing of trees from local seed. This concept of ‘local
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Mayfair News
Christmas at the Creche

I

f you need an hour or two on the run up to Christmas for
shopping, wrapping presents,
chores, Christmas gatherings
with friends, getting your hair
done for a party, or just putting
your feet up and taking some
time for yourself – then why not
give the kids a chance to have an
hour or two playing in Mayfair
Creche – while you do what
needs to be done. The creche provides flexible childcare for
children aged 0-8. You can book as a one-off or on a regular
basis, for as little as half an hour or up to four hours. Staff
are child care trained and there are lots of toys and activities
for the children to enjoy while they are with us. It only
costs £2.60 an hour. To find out more pop into the creche
at Mayfair and talk to Sarah or Julie or call 01694 722077.
Normal opening hours are Monday to Friday 9.00am
–1.00pm and Tuesday and Thursday 1.00pm – 4.00pm..

Vacancy for a Volunteer:
Meetings Secretary to the Trustees –
Mayfair Community Centre

T
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Merry Christmas

and a very big thank you
to everyone who has supported
Mayfair during the year.
May 2009 be extra special for
you all
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here will be a meeting for members of the community
to meet their Local Policing Team to raise any
policing or community matters they wish, e.g. litter,
dog fouling or anything that may affect quality of life.
As this meeting will be near Christmas, free mince pies are
on offer!
The meeting will be held in the Committee Room,
Silvester Horne Institute at 7.00pm, 9th December.

December 2008

his is the ideal job for someone who enjoys writing and
would like to help support the chairman and the board.
What’s the job?
• Agree the agenda for trustees’ meetings with the chairman
and issue it to trustees a week before the meeting.
Five year old Eva Jones with her father Gareth
•
If papers have to be written for the meeting liaise with the
gathering acorns
Photo: John Corfield
writers and make sure they are ready in good time and
issued before the meeting.
provenance’ is that trees are adapted to local circumstances
• Write the minutes of the meeting, get the chairman to
and so are likely to flourish. As it can take two years for
agree them and then issue them to trustees.
some seeds to germinate we may have to be patient!
• If people are instructed to take action at the meeting take
TheTree Group is also involved with the Coppice
any follow-up action that is needed.
Leasowes Management Group. We are planning to plant
How much time will it take?
some trees and native species hedges, in line with the
management plan. If anyone would like to get involved with • There are four ordinary meetings held in February, May,
July and October, plus the AGM in May and an annual
practical work let us know or contact the Town Council.
budget meeting in November. Meetings usually last from
The Tree Group will also be undertaking a survey of trees in
6.00pm - 8.30 pm.
the town and surrounds and we are looking for volunteers
• Drafting the agenda, drafting the minutes and issuing the
to help with this task – you do not need to be an expert and
agreed minutes will take the equivalent of a day for each
training will be given.
of the 6 meetings.
We have organised more talks in the New Year. On
• Overall you will need to spend the equivalent of between
21st January at 7.30pm at the Methodist Church Hall Rob
10 and 12 days a year on this work, but some of it can be
McBride from Ellesmere will give an illustrated talk on his
done at a time to suit you either at Mayfair or at home.
hunt for ‘Veteran Trees’ which promises to be both inspiring
and entertaining. Non members are always very welcome.
You will not be thrown in at the deep end but will receive
Hilary Hymas, Chair, Church Stretton Tree Group adequate training and support.
Want to find out more?
to Nicola McPherson, David Oliver (Chairman) or
Partners And Communities Together (PACT) Speak
Charles Simmonds. Tel 01694 722077
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42 Arts Festival News

F

or all the jazz lovers in the Strettons, the really good
always charging far less than many similar organizations.
news is that our final evening in the 2009 Festival will To maintain this level of quality costs more each year. We
feature Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen, so make sure you are eternally grateful to the companies and individuals who
don’t book your holidays
sponsor and support us and welcome our
during the Festival. We are,
aim of bringing top level entertainment into
of course, launching the
the heart of our community. This also helps
Festival at Concord College
to promote Church Stretton as a tourist
with the world renowned
destination, we hope to the benefit of our
clarinetist, Emma Johnson.
business sector. Could you, as a business or
Patricia Hartshorne came
an individual, help to support us, financially
to the 2008 Festival with
or in any other way? If so, we would love to
her Me and Marlene act,
hear from you.
which was brilliant. We were
The Tanners free wine draw is always
so impressed that we have
a popular part of the Festival and the
invited her for 2009 and she
information on the form shows how people
Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen
will be joining us for another
come from all over the country, many
one-woman show, playing two parts, in an Alan Bennett
returning every year, to visit the Festival and enjoy our
play, Alternative Medicine. That covers the beginning and
lovely scenery. Nicely in time for Christmas, this year’s lucky
the end of the Festival but we shall be revealing over the next winners are: Sarah Armstrong from Shrewsbury, Mrs. Hay
few months all the exciting events we have arranged for the
and Derrick Coleby, both from Church Stretton, and Mary
rest of the programme.
Phillips from Acton Scott. Congratulations to them and our
It seems amazing for a community of this size, but next thanks for their support. A Happy Christmas and a Happy
year will be our 43rd Annual Festival. In all these years
New Year to all our readers.
we have welcomed musicians and actors of national and
As ever, queries, offers of sponsorship or help to George
international status, as well as inviting the stars of the future, Roby on 01694 722159.

Methodist Voice

A Sideways Look at Christmas
he wooden staff awarded to the winner
of the Longmynd Hike will be displayed
in our home for a year. We are proud of
our son’s achievement, as we were when he came home with
the shield for ‘outstanding performance of 2007’. But really
I have done nothing to deserve these trophies, other than
give birth to a healthy child with strong legs. All those years
ago I couldn’t possibly have imagined he would become a fell
runner and a pace setter for the Fifty Mile Hike.
In the same way Mary had no idea what her son, Jesus,
would achieve.
At Christmastime we remember how that birth was
surrounded by astonishing events – busy angels, midwifery
in a stable, wise men stargazing, a fearful king. The young
mother was well aware that this was no ordinary child; she
had great hopes for him. “Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart.”
We too do well to ponder on the Christmas story. Every
baby is special. As a society we should see that no stumbling
block is left in the way of children and ensure that babies
across the world are given a good environment in which
to grow up. As a church we care for and nurture children
and young people in our Junior Church. When we sing
carols and hear again the old familiar story we pray that old
and young together will grasp more of the wonder and the
challenge of the good news about Jesus.
Methodist News
In October the renewed worship area was rededicated
during a Sunday morning service. Many of us had been
anxious about moving the pulpit and communion table, and
about replacing the pews with chairs but the service was a
time for rejoicing. Four years ago we began the Way Ahead
process, aiming for a more dynamic expression of Christian
faith in both church and community. On the day of the
rededication the minister’s sermon carried another note. He
spoke not of the Way Ahead, but a ‘Step Ahead’. Planning
way ahead can be daunting but most of us can manage one
step at a time.
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Second Sunday at Six has now passed its first birthday.
These are informal gatherings around coffee tables when a
different issue is considered each month. This has proved to
be both stimulating and enjoyable. Look for each month’s
topic in Focus.
www.churchstretton-methodistchurch.org.uk Ruth Davies
To celebrate the centenary of the birth of

Olivier Messiaen (1908-92)

Richard Walker will play
LA NATIVITÉ

(Nine meditations for organ)

St Chad’s, Shrewsbury

Wednesday December 10th at 7.30pm
followed by mulled wine and mince pies

During the performance, pictures by artists from
the 12th to the 16th centuries will be projected
Admission free, retiring collection

Peter Tipton
wishes all his customers
a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

Need Help With Your Garden?
Ring JIM FRENCH
01743 233890
14/11/08 12:08:43

Occasional Advertisements
OCHRE BUILDING DESIGN LTD
Architectural Design and
Project Management,
Planning, Building Regulations and
Contract Administration for both
Commercial and Domestic Projects.
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“Caring for the whole family’s Health with gentle healing hands”

Lynne Aitken BSc Ost. Rgn Rm
GOsC REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
ONIBURY COMMUNITY
OSTEOPATHIC PRACTICE

Tel: 01743 891938
Mob: 07902 343989
email: ochredesign@btinternet.com

70 Onibury, Craven Arms
Tel: 01584 856337 Mobile: 07966 628921

Michael Evans

A B OPTICS CHURCH STRETTON

Qualiﬁed Professional Counsellor

• Home Visits Available
• All types of Contact Lenses – includes free trial
• NHS selection of frames for Children and Adults
• Designer frames available –
Gucci, Playboy,Bench and Ted Baker
• New Opening Hours
20 Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton, SY6 6BW

MBACP. Dip Couns, Cert. CBT
Tel: 01694 771 579
Email: mikecounselling@tiscali.co.uk

Just off the A49 near Onibury level crossing

01694 723039

Doreen Hall MA Counselling

Heating and Plumbing

I am a Mature and Experienced
Counsellor and Supervisor
Ring 01694 751288
to book an initial meeting

OIL BOILER
SERVICING AND REPAIR

CAROLE RICHARDS M.ED.,
PERSONAL TUITION

for G.C.S.E. English and English Literature
also KS2 and KS3

Tel: 01694 724529

Tel: Dave 01588 673279
December 2008 mag x.indd 23

Tel. Simon 01694 771347

Wenlock Furnishings
re-upholstery and soft furnishings

Stretton, Shropshire

Full re-upholstery of sofas and chairs
Curtains made to measure Footstools made to order
All types of soft furnishings and upholstery
Caravans, camper vans
Alterations and repairs
Would you like to learn how to make soft furnishings and
upholstery?
Teaching courses are available.

Tel 01694 781608

DOG CRECHE, DOG WALKING,
PET SITTING
Stressful kennel visits can now be a thing of the past ...
Pet sitting, dog walks, cat feeding or dog care.
I can come to you or your dog can come to me.
Overnight stays or daytime care.
Individual walks and ball games and lots of attention.
Whatever your pet needs.

CALL Sue Corﬁeld on 01588 673441
or 07747 786085
References available.

StreTTON FOcUS

Heating Services
Boilers Fires Cookers
Installation Service Repairs
Gas Safety Certiﬁcates
Natural Gas & LPG
Caravans and Park Homes

201462

Boilers, Fires and Cookers
Servicing and Repairs
Fault Finding
Power Flushing
Hot and cold water problems ﬁxed
No Jobs Too Small

December 2008

If your oil boiler has not been serviced
for over 12 months,
give us a call to get it serviced by an
OFTEC registered technician.
Call Vanessa to arrange an
appointment on 01743 891530

Oil Fired, Natural Gas, and LPG
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