Stretton

FOCUS
November 208

Community Voice of the Strettons £1.00

A Carpet of leaves
in Rectory Wood

November 2008 mag.indd 1

17/10/08 12:28:57

(founded 1967)

Average monthly sales 1,500 copies
(About 65% of households in Church Stretton)

Chairman
Mike Edmunds 723961
Editors
Barbara Vickery 724179
Gay Walker 722257
Nigel and Liz Strachan 724442
Hilary Jones 781459
Cover Editor
Yvonne Beaumont 722533
Computer Production
Barrie Raynor 723928
Rowland Jackson 722390
Paul Miller 724596
Distribution
Richard Carter 724106
Advertising
Graham Young 724647
Treasurer
Robert Woodier 720016
Secretary
Gloria Carter 724106
Directors

Mike Edmunds (Chmn), Gloria Carter (Sec),
Sandie Johnson, Pat Oxtoby, Barrie Raynor
(V Chmn), Peter Relph, Lesley Richards, Robert Woodier
(Treas), Peter Wright

email address

editor@strettonfocus.org.uk

Advertisements

Rates for block and occasional
advertisements may be obtained (send
s.a.e.) from the Advertising Manager,
Graham Young, 30 Alison Road,
Church Stretton, SY6 7AT,
Tel: 01694 724647 or email
adverts@strettonfocus.org.uk
to whom copy should be sent.

The Stretton Focus Management Board cannot
accept responsibility for any product or service
advertised. Acceptance of an advertisement does
not imply any form of approval or recommendation.
Advertisers are required to comply with the British Code
of Advertising Practice.

StreTToN FoCUS November 2008

Submission of articles

If possible, please submit material
electronically to
editor@strettonfocus.org.uk as an
attachment with a pertinent title, not
simply ‘Focus Article’. Typed or legible
handwritten copy, discs, CDs with
original unimproved digital photographs
or good quality glossy photographs may
be left at Wrights, Estate Agent, Sandford
Avenue clearly labelled ‘Stretton Focus’.
All copy must be received by noon on the
date below.
Disclaimer

Stretton Focus prints a wide range of articles
and letters. The views expressed by signed articles are
those of their authors and not necessarily those of the
Management Board.

Copy day

is normally the ﬁrst Monday of the
month.
For the December 2008 issue it is
Monday 3rd November (12 noon).
For the January issue it will be Monday
1st December.

The December Stretton Focus will be
distributed on Friday 28th November
Outlets

may be purchased
by annual subscription (delivered) or
directly from Newsworld (Sandford
Avenue), Co-op, Spar, Longmynd Filling
Station (A49), Visitor Information Centre
(Church St) and the Churches.
Stretton Focus

© 2008 Stretton Focus Limited
Registration No. 6237590 Inc in England
Registered Office: 49 Ludlow Road,
Church Stretton, SY6 6AD
ISSN 1479–7356

In Focus
News
4
7
8
14
14
14
17
17
18
27
32
32
32
32
37
37
41
41
42
42

Cunnery Road Cemetery Project
SSDC News
Rectory Wood and History Group
Are You a Carer?
Food Fayre Donates £37K
Coppice Leasowes
A Touch of Christmas
Table Tennis
All Stretton Bunkhouse
Are You a Francophile?
All Stretton Artists’ Calendar
Bridge Lessons
Mayfair Book Sale
tART (Transport to Art) Events
Bag2School
Rotary Club News
Shape up for SHAPE
Sponsored Swim for SHAPE
RNLI News
Lawn Tennis Club

4
5
7
14
21
24
31
31
32
33
37
38
38
38

Skatepark Promises Auction
NT Late Night Xmas Opening
Christmas Tree Lights
A Christmas Sparkle
Tuesday Day Centre
Mayfair Winter Talks
Flicks in the Sticks
Mayfair News
Arts Alive
Ludlow Choral Society Evening
Dorrington Players
Are Wars Inevitable?
Friends of St Laurence’s Quiz
South Shropshire Rambles

2
8
11
11
18
18
21
22
24
27
29
29
31
34
34
35
38
42
42

What’s On
Anglican Voice
Mayfair Lottery
Town Council Matters
Weather
Methodist Voice
Recipe
Walk of the Month
Focus on Faith
Trivia Corner
Plant of the Month
Catholic Voice
Gardening in November
Letters
Quaker Voice
September Weather
Trivia Answers
Thank Yous
Where is it? Photo Quiz

5
13
13
21
24
27
35
38
41

It’s a Dog’s Life
What’s in a Name?
Natural Therapy – Counselling
Is That Tree Safe?
Nuclear Weapons
Maths in the 18th Century
Know Your Borderland
Percy’s Water Memories
Reg’s Ramblings

Forthcoming Events
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Other

What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

1 SaTurday
RNLI

Christmas Card Sale
URC Hall 10.00am – 12.00am.

See Page 42

3 Monday

Flicks in the Sticks – Church Stretton
‘The Englishman Who Went Up a Hill and
Came Down a Mountain’
Tickets £3 on the door 7.30pm CS School

See Page 31

5 WedneSday

Methodist Network Group
Rev Joseph Gomez
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
Auction of Photographic and Associated
Items and Raffles 7.30pm URC Hall

7 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Churches Together
Prayers for Peace
10.00am-4.00pm St Laurence’s Church

Arts Alive presents
The Last Waltz by the Quondam Theatre Company
Adults £6 Child £4 Family £16
7.30pm AS Village Hall

See Page 32

8 SaTurday

RNLI Christmas Card Sale
9.30am-4.00pm Market Square

Amnesty International
Morning of Help and Hope for Human Rights
Coffee, Cake and Conversations
10.00am – 12.30pm URC

Church Stretton School
Craft Fayre 10.00am-4.00pm CS School

This month’s cover
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Photo: Yvonne Beaumont

2

Printed by WPG, Welshpool

November 2008 mag.indd 2

17/10/08 12:28:58

On in the Strettons in November

3

regular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

9 Sunday

Are wars inevitable?
6.00pm Methodist Church Hall

See Page 38

10 Monday

Shropshire Literary Society
‘Story-telling in the Middle Ages – the case of
Tristan and Isolde’ Dr David Howard
7.30pm CS Library
Visitors (£2) welcome

11 Tuesday

CS Women’s Institute
Annual General Meeting
7.15pm SHI

Engaging Issues
‘Changing Attitudes’
by Colin Coward.
7.25 for 7.30pm URC

Methodist Wives and Friends
‘Reminiscences of a GP’ by Dr Beach
8.00pm Methodist Church Hall

12 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Section Meeting at Craven Arms
2.30pm Bring and Buy

Strettons Art Society
‘Fabrics’ by Euryl Stevens
7.00pm CS School

Mayfair Winter Talks

See Page 24

Methodist Network Group
Roden Rescue Centre
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Flicks in the Sticks – Hope Bowdler
‘Elegy’

7.30pm HB Village Hall

14 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Senior Citizens Club
Speaker: M V Haywood
2.30pm URC Hall

See Page 31

Age Concern Tuesday Day Centre
Coffee Morning
Cakes, Bring & Buy, Bric-a-brac, Books,
Raffle
10.00am – 12noon URC Hall

See Page 21

15 Saturday
RNLI

Christmas Card Sale
9.30am-4.00pm Market Square

18 Tuesday

Countrywomen’s Guild
‘Reminiscences’ Geoff Mountford –
2.15pm Parish Centre

All Stretton WI
AGM
7.30pm AS Village Hall

Methodist Network Group
‘Pictures in Harmony’
by Hilary and Ian Templeton
Tickets £5.00 (inc refreshments)
from 724521 or 724304.
7:30pm Methodist Church

19 Wednesday

Methodist Network Group
Roden Rescue Centre
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Church Stretton Tree Group
‘Sex and the Single Tree’
by Mike Kelly
Members £1.00 Non-members £2.00
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall

Long Mynd Camera Club
‘Pictures in Harmony’
by Ian & Hilary Templeton
(In aid of the Air Ambulance Service)
7.30pm URC Hall

20 - 22 Thurs, Fri, Saturday
Dorrington Players

‘My Three Angels’
£5 in advance or £6 on the door.
Children half price.
SHI 7.30pm

See Page 37

21 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

All Stretton Women’s Institute
‘Annual General Meeting’
7.30pm AS Village Hall

Promises Auction
To support replacement Skatepark
7.00pm CS School

See Page 4

22 Saturday

‘Celebrate Your Creativity’
Fun day for all the Family
10.00am - 6.00pm Mayfair

See Page 31

Friends of St Laurence’s Church
A Fun Quiz Evening
Tickets £5
7.30pm Parish Centre

See Page 38

Ceilidh in aid of SHAPE
Details and tickets from Linda Bott
at the Medical Centre
7.30pm Dorrington Village Hall

See Page 41

C S Christmas Lights Switch-on
By Mrs Ann Gee, High Sheriff
of Shropshire
5.15pm (approx) The Square

See Page 7

22-23 Saturday and Sunday
Art Exhibition

To launch ‘Artists’ Calendar’
AS Village Hall

See Page 32

Abbreviations

AS = All Stretton
CA = Craven Arms
CMV = Carding Mill Valley
CS = Church Stretton
HB = Hope Bowdler
LS = Little Stretton
NT = National Trust
SHDC = Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre
SHI = Silvester Horne Institute
TC = Town Council
URC = United Reformed Church
‘What’s on’ continued on next page

November 2008 mag.indd 3

StRETTON FOCUS

See Page 31

‘Closing the Ring’
7.30pm AS Village Hall

November 2008

‘Hidden Gambia’ by Margret Thompson &
Gretel Steeb Tickets £3.00
Mayfair 7.15 for 7.30pm.

Flicks in the Sticks - AS

17/10/08 12:28:59
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What’s On - continued

24 Monday

Shropshire Ornithological Society
‘Birds of Southern Texas’ by Mike Wilkes FRPS
£2 non-members. 7.30pm Methodist Hall

25 TueSday

CS & District Gardening Club
‘Principles of Pruning’ By John Fannin
7.00pm SHI

CS & District Flower Club
‘Wishing on a Star’ by Rose-Marie Tree
7.30pm AS Village Hall

Engaging Issues
‘What are we searching for?’
by Gill Jackson and Lesley Richards
7.25 for 7.30 pm in URC Church Hall

26 WedneSday

Methodist Network Group
‘Cambodian Closure’ Annette Jandrell
2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

United Nations Association - local branch
‘60 Years of UN Peacekeeping ‘ + AGM
Inc. refreshments 7.00pm Methodist Hall

28 Friday

Country Market

8.45am Mayfair

Friday 21st November 2008

A

team of young skatepark users and parents has swung into action in an
effort to raise funds which will be used to help replace the town’s
skatepark and BMX track. Following a successful day of bag packing by
the youngsters for customers at the Co-op in October, a second fundraising event
is planned for November.
On Friday 21st November, a Promises
Auction will be staged in Church Stretton
School Hall. More than 60 lots, which
have been most generously donated
by local businesses, shops, parents and
friends, will be up for auction on the
exciting and very varied catalogue led by
auctioneer Paul Stevens. In addition to
the auction, young musicians from the
school will keep the audience entertained
as they enjoy the bar refreshments. The
event commences at 7.00pm and entry is
free.
The auction promises to be a fun-filled
and most entertaining evening – definitely
a date for your diary! We look forward to
seeing you all on the night.
Chris Bolton

Cunnery Road Cemetery Project

T

he restoration project of the Victorian cemetery located in Cunnery Road,
Church Stretton, has been underway since 2006 with funding from the
Local Heritage Initiative, Heritage Lottery Fund. This project has involved
the restoration of many memorials as well as flora, fauna and wildlife surveys and
Rail Users Association
‘The Severn Valley Railway’, By Jason Houlders improvements in access.
Assistance has also
Members free; non-members £1
been forthcoming from
7.30pm Methodist Church Hall
Caring for God’s Acre
and a new interpretation
Wine and Cheese Evening
board is being produced
Tickets £8.50 from 723648 or 720103
by them for this site. A
7.30pm HB Village Hall
successful photographic
competition involving
Friends of St Lawrence Primary School
youngsters from the local
Christmas Sparkle Evening Tickets £2.50
Mayfair Group took place
7.30pm St Lawrence Primary School
in the summer, as did a
See Page 14
very informative geology
talk/walk around the
29 SaTurday
cemetery by Dr Peter Toghill.
Stretton Cancer Care
Currently, the stone wall that borders the western edge of the cemetery is
Grand Christmas Bazaar. Stalls
being restored to its former glory in traditional materials with lime and mortar.
include Toys, Christmas Gifts, Cakes,
The work on the wall is being implemented by David Marpole of Wentnor, and
Books, White Elephant, Raffle and
members of staff from Church Stretton Town Council workforce. Added to this
Refreshments. Free entry. All Welcome.
working party, are the much appreciated National Trust volunteers who kindly
10.00am to 12noon. SHI
give up their time for the project on a Tuesday. The National Trust supply tools
and equipment for the volunteers whilst they are active on the project, and for
2 deCeMBer TueSday
this the Town Council are very grateful. The Town council would like to take this
NT Late Night Xmas Opening
opportunity to thank everyone who has been involved in this much worthwhile
4.30 – 7.30pm CMV See Page 5
project.
A celebration event to mark the completion of the work will be held
3 deCeMBer WedneSday
sometime in November – details to be announced later.
Methodist Network Group
For more information – please contact Sandie Johnson on 01694 724273
‘Doris and Sally – the Crafty Pair
Senior Citizens Club
Sue Roberts
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Fundraising for Replacement
Skatepark - Promises Auction

2.30pm URC Hall

2.30pm Methodist Church Hall

November 2008 mag.indd 4

17/10/08 12:28:59

5

It’s a Dog’s Life

S

National Trust Late Night
Christmas Opening
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top to pat a dog and speak to its owner in Church
behaved dogs are retrained by a dog behaviour specialist
Stretton, and the odds are that the lucky pooch is a
before any attempt is made to re-home them. The shop you
rescue dog. Our town has the reputation for being a
see in the Square is just the tip of the iceberg. Every day,
‘dog friendly town’ and most of
volunteers are receiving calls about
the dog owners are responsible
unwanted dogs and arranging to pick
people. A dog will give you
them up. The first priority is to get
years of good company, keep
them to a safe place by arranging for
you healthy with regular
temporary accommodation, either
walks and reward you with
with a foster carer, or booking them
unconditional love.
into a local kennel. Sick dogs are taken
When you walk through
to the vet for treatment. Prospective
the Square and pass the Doggy
new owners are vetted to ensure that
Shop you are faced with a
each dog goes to the most suitable
window full of pictures of
home. If a dog needs veterinary
a variety of dogs. Big ones,
treatment at a later date, financial help
little ones, fat ones, thin ones,
is often given if it is needed. No two
pretty ones and some not so
days are the same, and an emergency
pretty, but all needing a good
is when you are faced with six new
Robby - comfy and happy in his new home
home. How did they become
homeless dogs on one day and all the
homeless? Well, for a start it was not of the dog’s own
local kennels are full. The volunteers rise to the occasion and
choosing. Sometimes the previous owner has died, or gone
they should be applauded for their dedication.
Where does all the money come from? It is quite simple
into long time care. Others are just unwanted birthday or
- YOU. The goods sold in the shop and
Christmas presents. They looked
donations from the public bring in a
so cute when they were puppies.
certain amount of money. Also some
But they need feeding, training,
kind people who do not have either
exercising and loving. One owner
the time or ability to look after a dog
was heard to say “it seemed like
often sponsor a dog with a monthly
a good idea at the time”. Others
contribution. Occasionally money is
are dumped when the owners
left to the organisation in a will. One
go on holiday, or a partnership
thing is for sure, there is never a surplus
breaks up. Every dog has a
of money. So often we ‘tut tut’ when we
different story.
see television programmes about dogs
Take Orphan Annie as
that have been neglected and mistreated
an example. The little Yorkie
and then we go happily on with our
was found wandering through
lives. Could you possibly just stop and
Telford, unkempt, painfully
think about what you can do to give
thin and with a badly swollen
a neglected and homeless dog a better
face, and without a collar or a
microchip. Picked up by the Dog Orphan Annie - loved and adored by new owners life? No room for a dog? How about
a regular donation of either money or
Warden and without anyone
dog food? They say a dog is for life. You can make it a better
coming forward to claim her, she was rescued by our own
life. The shop is open seven days a week, and out of hours
dog Samaritans and taken to a vet. The swollen face was
enquiries can be made by phone to 01588 676106.
caused by a piece of bone lodged in her gum, and most
Joan D Cowan
of her teeth were badly infected. One operation later she
was minus most of her teeth and looking for a new owner.
First of all she was fostered by a local resident, who quickly
discovered that she was completely house trained, obedient
and with a loving nature. A good bath, nourishing light
meals and a week of TLC and she was a really bonny little
Start Christmas off in mighty fine style with
thing, ready for a permanent home. She is one of the lucky
the National Trust in Cardingmill Valley on
ones, adored by her new owners, and basking in the joy of a
Tuesday 2nd December, 4.30 – 7.30pm
comfortable home.
• Warm yourselves around our wood
All of those other dogs are still waiting for a new home.
burning stoves
The lucky ones are being fostered locally, and the rest are
•
Festive
food and drink to enjoy in the tearoom
staring through the bars of pens in a variety of boarding
•
Christmas
gift ideas in the shop
kennels spread throughout the area. You will probably think
•
Carol
singing
with the three piece vocal harmony group,
that most of them are mongrels or cross breeds, but you
Rapsquillion
would be mistaken. At the time of writing there is a 12 week
• Christmas cameos from the fabulous Kaleidoscope
old Cocker Spaniel, a Springer Spaniel, various Labradors,
Theatre Company
five Patterdale terriers, a Yorkshire terrier, and an Italian
•
Local
transport courtesy of Ring & Ride – more details
Spinone, to name but a few. The bill for boarding dogs in
in
next
month’s Focus.
kennels was over £2,000 last month. Only those dogs that
An
event
not
to be missed!
are terminally ill and in great pain are put down. Badly
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Church Stretton’s Christmas Trees and Lights - the 22nd year

I

n 1987 there was a feeling of gloom in the town due
to the abysmal weather (some things never change!)
and so the traders decided that a little lightening of the
atmosphere was needed. Ever since then - this is the 22nd
year - local traders have been responsible for arranging the
display of lights around the town and the erection of the 40ft
Christmas tree in The Square.
The 1km of lighting cable contains over 1,500 bulbs,
all of which are laboriously checked before erection by John
Thomas. Health & Safety regulations have to be followed,
permissions are obtained and all connections are tested and
certified by a local firm.
On two Sundays in October and November, Stuart
Wright and Don Rogers (a former trader), accompanied by
volunteer ‘ladder men’ erect the lights around various areas
of the town. In late November, the 40ft Christmas tree is
erected in The Square, courtesy of Ian Beaver and his willing
lads from Shropshire Building Supplies, who collect, erect
and dismantle the tree - along with Matthew Stevens driving
his cherrypicker. Long gone are the days when Don and
Gary would climb up a swaying ladder, leaning on the back
of a lorry, in order to change a bulb, with heavy cables of
lights around their shoulders!
100 small Christmas trees are ordered by John Thomas.
They are cut to size/shape at the rear of his premises by
volunteers before being fixed (by the ladder men) into metal
holders high on shop fronts.

7

For the past ten years the Rotary Club has made use of
the tree for a Carol Service on Christmas Eve, as well as for
their ‘Tree of Light’ initiative remembering loved ones who
are no longer with us, and to date has raised over £15,000
for charity.
All the above tasks take around four weeks to
complete, weather permitting, to be ready for the
switch-on (this year 22nd November during Christmas
celebrations in The Square) and then, of course, everything
has to be dismantled after New Year, to be packed away
on David and Richard Pepper’s premises, ready for the
following year!
Traders pay the cost of all electricity used, and collect
donations from the Town Council, local organisations and
residents to meet the cost of wiring, replacement bulbs,
professional fees, etc. Church Stretton traders recognise
and appreciate, the support given by the Town Council,
Shropshire Building Supplies, Rotary and volunteers,
including Brian Evans, Russell Lane and Gary Hughes, not
forgetting refreshments supplied by Berry’s and the Acorn
restaurants.
Our tree and lights must be the envy of other small
towns and if any reader would like to be part of this
wonderful Christmas display and give a helping hand,
please do contact Stuart Wright 722237 or David Pepper
on 722724.
Eileen Roberts

SSDC News
Grassroots Grants
rants of between £250 and £5000 are available for
Shropshire Voluntary and Community Groups. The
purpose of the grant programme is to support small informal
voluntary and community groups and organisations, many
of whom are dependent on volunteers. Groups must be
active in their community for at least 12 months prior to
making an application. Applicants also need to demonstrate
their income is less than £20,000 per annum taken as an
average over the last three financial years.
Types of projects the grant can fund:

G
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room house entirely from reclaimed building materials.
The aim of the exercise was to show that useable and
attractive buildings can be built using discarded but readily
available materials, and also to draw attention to the
amount of building waste being sent needlessly to landfill
waste sites.
Whilst South Shropshire District Council is not
encouraging local residents to build their own houses to
the same standard as the ‘throwaway’ house, we should
remember that in the third world whole families live in
worse conditions.
• capital grants for equipment
The house was one of the many interesting features
• funding for local events and workshops
of the recent 2008 Ludlow Green Festival and follows
• staff costs to enable the employment of individuals
on from the Straw Bale House built by SSDC in
• contribution to rent costs
2007. Jake Berriman, Head of Planning and Building
• training costs for volunteers
at SSDC explains the Council’s involvement in these
• activities that support community activity
projects: “I am convinced that we cannot continue
• additional activities to expand an existing funded
indefinitely to build housing which is harmful to
project
our global environment. In South Shropshire there
• funding to support an organisation to achieve a quality is a groundswell of support for more sustainable
or other standard
construction methods.”
The temporary house attracted a lot of interest –
For more info and application forms contact Nickie
several visitors wanted one for their garden! The idea of
Edwards on 01743 237872 nickie.edwards@shropshire-rcc. building using reclaimed materials, really struck a chord
org.uk or visit the website http://www.shropshire-rcc.org.uk/ with one visitor describing it as ‘inspirational’. At the
grants_and_funding/shropshire_grassroots_grants
end of the Green Festival the house was dismantled and
reconstructed at Llanidloes Green Fair in October.
The ‘throwaway’ house at Ludlow Green Fair
Jake Berriman – Head of Planning & Building Control
Under the direction of Colin Richards, South
Telephone:01584 813337
Shropshire’s Conservation Officer, the Council built a oneEmail:planningpolicyteam@southshropshire.gov.uk
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Anglican Voice
Introducing the Reverend Richard Hill
ever in all the times we have driven
up and down the A49 between my
wife Elaine’s relatives and mine, did
we ever think that we would be called to stay in this beautiful
part of the world. Elaine’s sister and family have lived in the
Shrewsbury area, and now in Abcott, for over 20 years, and
until about five years ago I had relatives south of Hereford in
Llanwarne. So it is a part of the world we have already come to
love and enjoy, and took a hill walk in the area soon after our
honeymoon!
Just so people know a little about us: before coming to
Church Stretton, I was vicar of St Barnabas Church, in a

StreTToN FoCUS November 2008

N

village called Swanland, on the outskirts of Hull for 22 years.
For those who might know the area, it is very near the Humber
Bridge, and I organised the service for the 25th Anniversary of
the bridge. During that time, we saw a completely new church
building erected, as the previous one was too small, and along
with that, we were given a new vicarage. With the growth of
the church, St Barnabas became a separate parish in 1997.
Although I was born in London, Elaine is from Hull, and we
were married in 1989. So, although we were there a long time,
there were major changes along the way.
Elaine is very artistic and likes to paint portraits in oils.
She also makes cards and was librarian for the local branch
of the Fine Arts Society. I played league cricket for a local
village, Welton, and also for the
Diocese, being their main opening
bowler. We have both belonged to
local railway societies and I have
brought with me a large model
railway! I was involved in many
local initiatives to help people find
a personal relationship with God
through Jesus. In particular, our
Alpha Courses were very popular, and we had over 90 on one.
I was a founding trustee of the Crossline telephone helpline in
Hull and also featured on local radio fairly often.
We have had a wonderful welcome since arriving here in
Church Stretton and already got to know a number of people
and begun to explore all this area has to offer. Having been a
school governor for 17 years and involved in all the Swanland
village festivals, I look forward immensely to being involved in
the community and all that goes on here and contributing in
every way I can.
Richard Hill
Inducted as Rector of the Parish of Church Stretton with All
Stretton and Little Stretton on 18 October.
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Rectory Wood and Field
Community History Group
Calling anybody who is interested in researching local
history
live Dean from Shropshire County Council
Countryside Service is heading an exciting
new project to help local people to find out
more about the history of Rectory Wood and the
surrounding area, especially such features as the ice
house and grotto.
Anyone from the local community is welcome to join
the group and get involved in research, catalogue photos,
help scan documents, or take part in archaeological
excavations. No previous experience is necessary, guidance
and training is being provided by Shropshire Archives and
the Archaeology Service. This is a great opportunity to
find out how to research your local history.
The scheme is supported by a grant from the Heritage
Lottery Fund, a large proportion of the funds is allocated
to the restoration of the boundary wall and repair of the
Ice House Pool dam. Another proportion will be used to
research the history of the 10ha site and create a mobile
display of the results to tour the area. The extent of the
research will, hopefully, cover the full history of the park/
gardens and how the area has been used up to the present
day.
Rectory Wood (7ha) and Rectory Field (3ha) are
owned and maintained by Shropshire County Council
and is a Countryside Heritage Site that is open for public
recreation. It may be entered from Church Lane, by the
Parish Centre. The area stretches along the side of the
Long Mynd near the entrance of Town Brook Hollow, so
called because the brook was the main source of Church
Stretton’s water supply. There is another entrance off
Cunnery Road (the name originates from coney the old
word for rabbit)
As the name indicates, the area was once part of
the rector’s property. Church Stretton provided a rich
living for its ministers, one of whom was Professor John
Mainwearing, (1749 -1807) theologian, Fellow of St.
John’s College, Cambridge. He had an influential circle
of friends, including Lancelot ‘Capability Brown’, the
famous landscape designer. It is not known how much
influence he had on the landscaping of the woods, as the
pool was already in existence. During the next few years
an ornate entrance was erected and a rock garden created
alongside other features. Again our knowledge of the
chronology of changes over the century is not complete
although it is believed some of the formal walks to allow
the gentry to take their exercise in ‘wild’ countryside in
the most congenial manner, were laid out in this first
stage.
The full 2004 Archaeological Survey of Rectory Wood
and Field, along with other information is available at
Church Stretton library, to consult, photocopy etc.
If this brief introduction has created an interest in
helping out with the historical research, loaning photos
or contributing local knowledge of this important area,
please contact; Clive Dean - 01691 624448,
clive.dean @shropshire.gov.uk or
Pat Holbourn-Williams - 01694 722535 the librarian
at Church Stretton Library. Call in, phone or email
churchstretton,library@shropshire.gov.uk.

C
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters

September 2008
£100 443
£50 452
£20 462
£10 360
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November 2008 mag.indd 8

Ashbrook development
The Newt Migration Works programme has been
implemented and carried out under licence from Natural
England prior to the construction work commencing. A
Traffic Management plan is to be discussed in more detail
prior to the formal start on site which is now expected to be
January 2009.
Brooksbury Recreation Ground and Russell’s Meadow
Pavilion
Further to the exhibition of the draft plans during the
first two weeks in September and the Special Council
Meeting held on 16th September 2009 the project has now
progressed to the preparation for planning permission and
grant applications stages. The design has been agreed and
finalised to a standard which will be of benefit not only to
the wide age range of local footballers and cricketers but also
to the whole of the community.
Christmas Celebrations 2008
We are delighted to announce that the official switch-on of
the Christmas lights in Church Stretton will be carried out
by Mrs Anne Gee, High Sheriff of Shropshire on Saturday
22nd November 2008 at approximately 5.15pm.
During the fun-packed day, Mayfair Community Centre will
be hosting an Activity Day and Workshops together with the
traditional indulgence of ‘Pies & Pudding’.
There will be a fun fair in the Square especially for
smaller children together with plenty of festive stalls along
Churchway. The Round Table will be touring the town
with its Santa’s Sleigh which will enhance the wonderful
Christmas displays in the shop windows of the town. A
Christingle parade of children and parents will leave St
Laurence’s Church to meet in the Square in time for the
‘switch-on’ ceremony and the accompanying signing of
carols around the Christmas tree. The evening will hopefully
continue with the camaraderie enjoyed by all at the
beginning of the festive season.
For further information please contact the Events
Co-ordinator (Tom Beaumont) on 722533.
Market Square
The painting of the lamp posts and bollards etc. should now
be completed in the town livery colours of green and gold.
Planning Matters
Full details of District Council decisions and current
planning applications can be viewed in the Council Office
window at 60 High Street and on the Town Council website
(www.churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.southshropshire.gov.uk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
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Town Council Vacancies
The Town Council is sorry to say goodbye to three very hard
working councillors, Beryl Smith, David Haigh and Tony
Smith, who have all contributed a great deal to the town
during their terms of office. The three vacancies have been
advertised and the formal procedures leading up to elections
or co-options are being followed. We should be able to
announce the names of the three new Councillors in the
next issue of Focus.
Markets
Thursday market
This market is thriving under the new franchisee and now
has more stalls and activity. Due to the number of stalls
attending, we are looking at the possibility of expanding into
Churchway for some future occasions.
Farmers’ Market
Due to the very low attendance it has been decided to
replace this market with a ‘local product and crafts’ (LP
& C) market, to be held on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of
the month, starting in November. Note that there will be
a smaller market on the Saturdays in between the LP & C
markets.
Coppice Leasowes
The joint partnership between the Town Council’s Coppice
Leasowes Management Group (CLMG) and Shropshire
Wildlife Trust was successful in being awarded a grant of
£4,500 from the Church Stretton Area Partnership.
*See the separate article for more details on this project.
Notice Boards
The first of the public notice boards to publicise Town
Council, Unitary and Partnership matters has been erected
on the green area at the bottom of Sandford Avenue and the
junction with Hazler Road. Apart from one objection from
a resident, feedback from other local residents has been very
favourable and supportive.
The second board has been erected on the town park railing
and the others will be located somewhere in the Russell’s
Meadow/Richard Robinson field area and the Burway Road
triangle.
The aim of these boards is to keep the public up-to-date in
council and partnership matters and the general response so
far is very encouraging.
Affordable Housing
Street Meadow
The open-day event is now scheduled for early November
and so anyone interested in either rental or purchase of these
units should contact South Shropshire Housing Association
(SSHA) at Craven Arms (01588 676200) It should be
noted that to be eligible for one of these properties there is a
requirement to prove a ‘local connection’.
Lutwyche Road
Construction is progressing well and again anyone interested
in this development should contact SSHA.
Watling Street North/Cwms Lane
The construction of these properties is progressing well and
the first six units for rent should be ready for occupation
by the spring 2009. The construction company (Harpers)
have been excellent in adhering to the agreed Traffic
Management/Calming programme and acted immediately
upon a request from your local Councillor to install signs to
calm the ‘trade traffic’ to and from existing residences. The
construction traffic has been well monitored and controlled.
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Table Tennis – an opportunity to expand?

T

able tennis is a game that everybody has played and
can play,” said Ian Marshall. The quotation is from
a local person who is also a top commentator and
journalist on national and international table tennis. As
Editor of Publications for the International Table Tennis
Federation, Ian is just back from an 11 weeks world trip.
At the Olympic Games in Beijing, you may have heard Ian
commentating on BBC TV. Ian is a great advocate of this
popular sport and recommends it to anyone from the age of
8 to 80+.

S

everal new members have been
welcomed to the choir this
season, and we are now putting
the final touches to our Christmas
Magnificat concert, which will be on
Saturday 6th December at 7.30pm in
Church Stretton School.
The main work is John Rutter’s attractive Magnificat
(where would Christmas be without this popular composer?)
plus orchestral pieces by Vaughan Williams and Elgar, and
carols for choir and audience.
We are very pleased to have Sarah Westwood as our
soloist. Sarah sang with us in Handel’s Messiah last year, and
is one of the Midlands’ most talented sopranos.
Ensemble Musicale, led by David Joyce, will once again
provide orchestral support, with Richard Silk at the organ
and piano.
Tickets (£8 adult, £3 child) are now on sale at John
Thomas Florists, Burway Books or from any choir member.
For further information contact the choir secretary, Pam
Cole (Tel: 723604).
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A Touch of Christmas
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Local Clubs
The Church Stretton area currently has two well
established table tennis clubs in Rushbury and Leebotwood.
Both clubs, not surprisingly, play in their respective village
halls. The ambiance and space at both venues are ideal for
the game of table tennis. Rushbury is the slightly bigger
club with 15 members compared with Leebotwood’s eight.
Both clubs compete in the Shrewsbury and District Table
Tennis League. Rushbury sponsors four teams (one team has
three players) and has a team in the premier division whilst
Leebotwood sponsors two teams.
Rushbury
Ian Pennington and Barry Pinches are leaders at the
four-table venue at Rushbury. The club has led a nomadic
existence over at least four decades. Amongst the venues
regarded as home are Church Stretton, Ticklerton,
Cardington and Church Preen. The move to Rushbury
was about ten years ago. Ian devotes much of his time to
coaching others to play table tennis. He has regular Monday
lunchtime slots at Church Stretton School during term-time.
Between 40 and 60 students descend on the four tables to
learn and play the game and also receive the benefit of Ian’s
long experience. Ian believes that speed of play and quickness
to react are characteristics of junior players chosen for the
Shropshire County squad. For those that really want to
play, the sport is great for physical fitness, developing handeye co-ordination, stimulating the mind in out-thinking
opponents, offers travel to new destinations and forges lasting
friendships with fellow athletes. Learning to catch a ball
with your other hand also happens quite naturally contends
Ian. Sonny Pennington, a 14 year old from Church Stretton
School, is now a member of the under 14 county squad.
Leebotwood
At the first practice session of the season, the
Leebotwood Club had a full turn out to prepare for the
2008/2009 season. Will Priestley expressed his personal
enthusiasm for the game as “deriving much pleasure in
trying to control a fast moving ball and being able to read

the spin an opponent places on the ball”. Other Leebotwood
Club members shared their passion and commitment
to table tennis for a variety of reasons: ‘a battle of wits
between contrasting styles’; ‘a fast and inexpensive game for
young people’; ‘constantly trying to improve and learn’; ‘an
opportunity to let off steam at the end of a stressful day’.
A booster
Finally, with the opening of the new Sport and Leisure
Centre in Church Stretton in mind for next year, it is back
to Ian Marshall. Both of the local clubs have expressed hope
that the prospects for expansion of the game locally will be
realised at the new Centre. Ian feels it is important to try
and involve whole families in the sport as the age of players
is unimportant. Novices should begin to compete from the
very beginning as challenging opponents in a competitive
spirit is the lifeblood of the game. Ian feels this is crucial
even if it means disregarding some of the rules at the start!
Ian has kindly offered coaching sessions for a new Club and
also to organise exhibition matches as one way of inspiring
new players to raise their game. Help with acquisition of kit
is also ‘on the table’!
For readers interested in finding out more, names and
telephone numbers plus details of organisers for both local
clubs can be found on Focus yellow pages.
Man at the Net Photos: Paul Miller
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The Making of All Stretton Bunkhouse

L

ittle did we think that a telephone call received whilst
on holiday in the south of France would lead to a series
of meetings which would be the start of All Stretton
Bunkhouse coming to fruition and would bring us to the
position we find ourselves in today.
The initial idea came from Barrie Raynor as part of the
Church Stretton Strategic Area Partnership in a bid to promote
tourism in the area. His help and advice led us to apply for a
grant from Defra to provide matched funding for the scheme,
which was based on an old barn and stables at ‘Meadow Green’
in Batch Valley. All these ideas were converted into a working
drawing by the architect and project leader Geoffrey Smith and
were the basis for what we have in place today.
With planning permission having been granted, the work
went ahead over the winter
months of 2005 leading into
the spring of 2006.
During the period of
time that building was
proceeding, we had been in
touch with the YHA to get
their input to the work being
done. Although we had been
in contact with them at the
beginning of the project, they
needed to inspect the final
work to make sure it came
up to the required standard.
The day of the inspection
came and it did pass the
requirements; it looked as if
we had joined the Enterprise groups that work under the YHA
umbrella. We now had capacity for ten people to stay with full
self-catering facilities and were officially classed as a bunkhouse.
Being part of the YHA helped us immensely with kitting the
place out as this was very new territory for us.
In May 2006 we were at the point of opening the
bunkhouse for business, with publicity being handled by the
YHA and our own website www.allstrettonbunkhouse.co.uk
which provided pictures of the area, a booking form and a

map of how to find us. Although the bookings were small
initially, by the time that the official opening had been done
by Shropshire’s favourite actor Pete Postlethwaite, things were
beginning to gather momentum.
Now, the bunkhouse is in regular use with groups and
individuals coming to stay from as far afield as New Zealand,
Mexico, Spain, Germany and France. In addition we seem
to be a popular overnight stay for the many cyclists travelling
from John o’Groats to Land’s End – or Land’s End to John
o’Groats. Walking groups, Cycling clubs, Fell Running clubs,
geology students and those who just want to get away from it
all have been amongst our guests. All seem to appreciate the
local welcome and the diverse interests that the Strettons have to
offer. The repeat bookings support these views.
We would like to say
thank you to all who have
supported the venture and
continue to do so – not least,
the staff at the Yew Tree who
fit in our ‘bunkers’ for meals,
the neighbours who cheerfully
give directions to lost bunkers
and assist in digging the odd
one out of the stream and our
trusty relief wardens, Cath
and Mya who let us escape
once in a while!
We do promote all the
local events, so do let us
know if you have anything
planned and want our
visitors to know about it. We are particularly keen to hear from
other accommodation providers close to us, as we do have an
overflow on occasion when our nearest hostels (Bridges and
Clun) cannot help.
It’s not so very long since that phone message reached us in
the South of France but it has certainly changed our lives and given
many the opportunity to find their way to this beautiful countryside.
Frankie and Mike Goode, All Stretton Bunkhouse
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Methodist Voice

I

n these days when the electorate is increasingly critical of
its politicians, regarding them with a degree of cynicism
and scepticism and often seeing them as out of touch and
ineffective, it is hardly surprising that the Church has also come
under scrutiny.
The Church was born in controversy. At birth it was
persecuted for its teaching and its followers were martyred.
Yet, arguably, when it became acceptable under the emperor
Constantine it also lost its uniqueness and its vitality, because
by virtue of the fact that it was politically expedient to be a
Christian its uniqueness was diluted.
In the Old Testament, when the priesthood became
compromised by ‘political correctness’ God raised up prophets.
These men, often chosen from the labouring classes, were noted
for their independence and their fearless proclamation of ‘truth’
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
In the New Testament Jesus Himself was constantly in
conflict with the religious leaders of his day, because they
misused both their office and their teachings to ‘political’ ends.
Many of His miracles and parables were directed to exposing the
hypocrisy of their interpretation of the Law, and when finally
Jesus was condemned to death it was the priests who delivered
Him to the Roman authorities, stating that it was better to
sacrifice one ‘Man’ than that they as a nation should suffer.
So what then is the role of the Church in society today?
Is it simply another social club, catering for the elderly, the
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sick and the infirm? Is it a relic of a past age,
outmoded and in terminal decline? Does society
see it as an irrelevant anachronism when the
State supplies our welfare from the cradle to the
grave?
In the beginning of Methodism the Wesleys saw that the
need of the nation was not met by material success nor by social
welfare. The basic need of all people was a new relationship
with God through the redeeming work of Christ on the Cross
and that this message in the power of God’s Holy Spirit would
bring conviction of sin. The resultant ‘conversion’ would in
turn bring new hope, new faith, and through obedience to the
teachings of love, of uprightness, of justice, a new world order
was possible.
A recent contributor to one of our national newspapers
remarked of the outspoken comments of one of our British
prelates, “I don’t agree with him, but this is what bishops ought
to do” ie speak out plainly.
The apostle Paul used a colloquial metaphor, “If the
trumpet give an uncertain sound who shall prepare for battle?”
Perhaps then the role of the Church is to act as the unequivocal
‘voice of God’, speaking plainly and without fear or favour. But,
and yes there is a ‘but’, perhaps this means that the Church
needs to put its own house in order first.
Ken Hathaway.
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Is That Tree Safe?

W

Maple Glazed Gammon

T

his is a special treat I cook
occasionally for my husband
who loves gammon and
there are some very good small
gammon joints in the shops at the
moment.
Ingredients:
A small gammon joint (approx 1lb)
2 teaspoons caster sugar
4 canned peach halves
1 lemon (strain juice)
3 tablespoons maple syrup
1 tablespoon olive oil
Pre-heat the oven to 180C (350F) (Gas 4). Wrap the
gammon in a piece of foil and place it on a baking tray.
Roast for 30 minutes. Open out the foil and roast for
a further 30 minutes. Allow to cool and slice into six.
Pour the gammon juices into a bowl and skim off the fat.
Heat the olive oil in a small frying pan, add the sugar and
continue heating until golden. Add the gammon juices,
lemon juice and maple syrup and heat until bubbling and
slightly thickened.
Arrange the gammon on plates, top with the sliced
peaches and pour over the maple glaze.
Season with ground black pepper and serve with
creamy potatoes, mashed with chopped chives, and
green beans.
Serves 2.
‘Her Ladyship’
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T

he Tuesday Day Centre, which is affiliated to Age
Concern, has been actively running since 1982. It is
staffed by a wonderful team of volunteers and meets
each week in the URC Hall
It cares for elderly, frail and sometimes lonely people,
giving them a really good day out once a week where there
is plenty of fun and laughter, great company and a first class
meal. Members come through referral from the medical
centre, district nurses, Age Concern or word of mouth.
Since the Day Centre began, all the cooking has been
done by the wonderful team of Hazel and Eric Frost, and
we cannot praise them or thank them enough for their
commitment and devotion to our Day Centre. Sadly at the
end of this year Hazel and Eric are retiring and we wish
them health and happiness in the years ahead. We at the
Centre know only too well how much we are going to miss
them and all they have done.
On Friday 14th November we are holding our annual
Coffee Morning at the URC Hall in Church Stretton from
10am-12 noon. There will be a raffle, cake stall, books and
bric-a-brac. Please come along and support us.
Should anyone be interested in coming along to see
how the Day Centre is run they can be sure of a very warm
welcome.
Jean Morgan
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e are very lucky in the Strettons to have so many
large trees that soften and add to the landscape
of the district. Most of these trees are in private
ownership, but we all get the benefit from them, and we
would all miss them if they were to suddenly disappear.
Thankfully that is extremely unlikely, especially as many of
the trees enjoy the protection of Tree Preservation Orders
and sympathetic owners.
There is no such thing as a completely safe tree, and any
tree owner should be aware of the fact that they are legally
obliged to keep their trees reasonably safe by preventing
harm which is foreseeable to anyone that they owe a Duty
of Care. In practice this is pretty much everybody, and is
particularly important in the case of trees next to roads or
property boundaries. Thankfully the national average number
of people killed by falling trees is very low (about five or six),
however the damage to property runs into many millions of
pounds, and no-one wants to be responsible for either.
If someone is harmed by a tree, and the cause is judged
to be reasonably foreseeable, the owner of the tree may be
found negligent and liable to any damages, which can be
considerable. Insurance may be invalidated by the judgement
of negligence, which means that the tree owner would have
to pay themselves. Ignorance is not an adequate defence.
How can you avoid this situation if you own a tree that
could cause harm if it failed?
The best advice is to have your trees regularly inspected
by an arboriculturalist. Second best is to inspect the trees
regularly yourself, and make a record of these inspections.
For most trees an annual inspection in the early Autumn
should be adequate – this allows the trees to be inspected
when they are still in leaf, but will also show any fungal
fruiting bodies (mushrooms, brackets etc.), as this is the time
of year when they generally appear. It is also a good idea to
inspect trees after storms and high winds.
If you feel your knowledge of trees is minimal, the
Royal Horticultural Society, Forestry Commission and
Arboricultural Association offer advice and information on
their websites, and there are many reference books available.
The inspection only needs to be a visual one, and you are
looking for obvious defects. The important thing is to
look at all parts of the tree from the roots to the tips of the
branches, from as many angles as possible. Take photos and
write a dated record of the inspection.
Roots – Look for exposed roots, cracks in the soil, wet areas
and signs of the soil being pumped to the surface by the
tree rocking. Fungal fruiting bodies such as Honey Fungus
(Armillaria spp.) can also be found around the root zone
Stem and Branches – Look for loose or dead bark,
exudations (‘bleeding’) from the bark, bulges, splits, cracks
and all branch unions, especially those with very sharp
angles. Fungal fruiting bodies on these parts of the tree can
indicate areas of internal decay.
Twigs and Foliage – Look for dead and dying areas, leaf
colour, size and number.
If any of the above is unusual or obviously defective,
then a more expert opinion should be sought from an
arboriculturalist before embarking on any drastic action –
this could actually save money spent on unnecessary tree
work, that itself could cause damage to the health or amenity
of the tree.
Gareth Jones, Arboriculturalist
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Walk of the Month: Ragleth Round
You are now actually standing on the lower slopes of
Ragleth Hill and I’m sure you will be heartened to learn that
from here, it is uphill all the way! Continue along the path
until you reach the first waymarker post. You will almost
s I was thinking about this month’s ‘Walk’, I was
conscious of the fact that we are nearing the end of certainly need to stop here to catch your breath and admire
the already amazing views of the Long Mynd behind you.
this series and it suddenly hit me that we haven’t
included one of my all time favourite hills - Ragleth. I have From the post, continue uphill, veering slightly left until you
a soft spot for Ragleth, not only because it was the first of reach a stile in the top left hand corner of the field where you
the Stretton Hills that I climbed when I arrived here, but can take another break. I always think of this walk in three
also because it has such stunning views of the Long Mynd sections – lower slopes, midway and upper reaches, and you
and Church Stretton. And unlike it’s brooding neighbour have just accomplished the lower slopes. The best is yet to
come!
Caradoc, and the relentless ‘Lawley’, Ragleth does not
demand that you kill yourself to appreciate its beauty. It
offers you options for both gentle strolls as well as tough
climbs. Now I can sense at this point that some of you may
be contemplating a gentle, pleasant stroll - but I’m afraid
that you would be wrong! Today’s walk is the toughest
you can possibly do up this hill - and certainly one of the
most strenuous walks in all the Stretton Hills - so prepare
yourself…!.
Distance: 4.5 miles
Time: approx 2- 2.5 hours

A

StRETTON FOCUS November 2008

The stile at the south end of Ragleth Hill
Once over the stile, the ground becomes very steep and
quite slippery underfoot, particularly in wet weather. But
you could console yourself with the thought of just how
much more dangerous it would be to come down this slope!
I’ve seen people sliding down on their bottoms – and not
The Green Dragon Inn, Little Stretton
accidentally either! So in my view, going up here is definitely
the right way! And if you can bear to look up at this point,
From the Green Dragon pub in Little Stretton, take
the small road opposite (Crown Lane), which leads to the you will notice some hawthorn trees in the middle distance
next to a fence corner - this marks the end of the ‘midway’
A49. Unfortunately there’s no way of getting to Ragleth
without crossing this particular monster. Turn right onto the section and is your next goal. So, head down, watch your
A49 and walk a short distance until you see a small road on footing and just plod on.
the opposite side. Cross and walk up here, turning almost
immediately left up a track. (It may look like a private track
but it leads to the public footpath we need to follow). Pass
the house on your right and go through a couple of gates to
arrive at a graveside. This must be one of the most cared for
graves that I have ever seen because almost every time I pass
it, there is something new that has been added or changed.
It’s worth taking a quiet moment to stop and read the poems
here.

The path above the grave
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View over the Long Mynd
Once at the trees, you’ll really begin to see the
splendour of the Long Mynd being unveiled just across
the valley…. as well as the south Shropshire hills in the
distance to the south. And if you’re lucky, you’ll probably
see buzzards gliding the skies above you - they seem to
hunt a lot in this area. But we can’t stand around forever it’s time to look up once again. Now I know that it might
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not be a welcome sight but you need to look on the
bright side. You have already accomplished the first two
difficult sections of Ragleth so you are now two thirds of
the way up - and it’s only a short stretch to the top. Of
course it is the toughest stretch but it will be worth it honest!
The path here becomes a series of actual ‘steps’ which
have been eroded into the hillside by generations of walkers.
Believe it or not, this actually makes the going easier as your
feet are generally on level ground, so you could almost forget
that you are going uphill at all! Your first goal is to aim for
the rocky outcrop immediately above you to the left. The
path leads you directly to it, so stop and catch your breath
again here.
By now you should be feeling that excitement of nearing
the top - anticipating not just the views (which believe
me, are magnificent), but also that wonderful sense of
achievement. It doesn’t matter how many hills I climb or
how many times I climb the same hill, I always feel that I’ve
achieved something worthwhile. The path to the last stretch
of the climb lies at a slight distance east of the rock. Take
your time going up here - you will probably need to stop at
least once, but there’s no rush. Prepare yourself to be hit by
strong gusts of wind as you emerge onto the grassy knoll at
the top of Ragleth… it’s definitely one of the windiest spots
for miles around. But clinging to the marker pole at the top
is simply part of the experience of Ragleth. It’s been a tough
climb and it feels right that conditions up here should match
that.
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Now you can see why this is such a magical spot. It
feels as if are standing on an island surrounded by
hills… the Long Mynd to the west, the Stretton
Hills to the north, the Clee Hills to the east, the
Malverns (on a clear day) to the south east and the
hills of South Shrophire and the Brecon Beacons to
the south. And sometimes, when there are mists in
the valleys, you can feel as if you are gazing out onto
the world’s highest peaks….it’s simply breathtaking.
I wish we could just sit and enjoy it all but we
have more to accomplish yet on this walk so we
can’t hang around for too long. From the pole, walk
straight downhill following the wide grassy track
beneath you. Take care going down this first slope as
it’s full of rabbit holes. The path sticks to the ridgeline
along the length of Ragleth. Those of you breathing
a sigh of relief - don’t, because this path has some
considerable ups and downs!
Eventually you will see a left hand fork in the
View over Church Stretton
path take this towards a rocky outcrop, and continue
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Ridge walk on Ragleth looking northwards towards Caradoc

gently down the
western side of
the hill into the
woods ahead of
you. Go through
the trees and
at the fence
line, turn left.
Continue with
the fence on your
right, around a
right hand bend,
until you see a
small left-hand
path branching
downhill away
from the main
route. Take this
to join another
fence, which will
now be on your
right. Follow this
until you reach
a stile on your
Ragleth Woods
right. This leads
you into a large field where your path is diagonally right,
downhill. As you leave the trees on your left you emerge
onto a wide grassy path with magnificent views of Church
Stretton below and the Long Mynd immediately in front
of you. I just love this spot - in fact, if I won the lottery,
this is where I would want to build my house - the whole
panorama is simply breathtaking. This is a great place to
simply sit and watch the evening sun setting over the Mynd
- and what a sight that is! From here, just follow the path
through the gate, past a few houses and onto Clive Avenue
where you continue right downhill to emerge onto Watling
Street South at the Methodist Church. Cross over the A49
and the railway line back into Church Stretton. Walk up
Sandford Avenue to reach the High Street, and from here,
you can either follow the Ludlow Road to Little Stretton
admiring the views of the surrounding hills, or you can take
the footpath that runs behind the Long Mynd Hotel (up
Cunnery Lane), to Little Stretton, (which I described in the
March 08 issue of Focus). Either way, you’ll end up back at
the pub, where they do a great pot of tea and some fantastic
pub grub.
Barbara Vickery. Photos: Trevor Halsey
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What do we Know About Nuclear Weapons?

A

ll Stretton Batch was the home of Tristan Price until the age of four,
and now he is a young man working for a PhD on the Nuclear NonProliferation Treaty (NPT) at Aberystwyth University. He focussed on
this important subject as he lectured and answered questions at a public meeting
at the Methodist hall in July, arranged by the Church Stretton United Nations
Association of which he is a member.
The Treaty came into force in 1970 and is due for review in 2010. It was
made on the assumption that the spread of nuclear weapons would increase
tension in the world, and the possibility of war. It distinguishes states with tested
nuclear weapons prior to the Treaty (USA, Russia, UK, France, China) and nonnuclear weapon states. The latter agreed not to acquire nuclear weapons, and to
be open to scrutiny and international control whilst receiving nuclear technology
for peaceful use. The nuclear weapon states were, and are, committed to negotiate
to disarm.
The Treaty is based on three mutually reinforcing pillars, not all of which
remain sturdy.
Pillar 1
Non-proliferation of nuclear weapons (stopping the spread of ‘nukes’). Yet Israel,
India, Pakistan and North Korea now possess them, and a question remains about
Iran. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) engaged to detect and
inspect, has a budget 130 times smaller than the UK arms budget.
Pillar 2
Progress towards nuclear disarmament (getting rid of ‘nukes’). This is the weakest
pillar. All nuclear weapon states are modernising their nuclear arsenals.
Pillar 3
Access to nuclear technology for civil use (‘safe’ use of nuclear power). The main
challenge is how to ensure a state can acquire civil nuclear technology under NPT
and not use it for clandestine weaponry. However we hear and read a little about
Iran, and about Trident.
Tristan Price provided a huge amount of information in an easy and stimulating
way. The audience of UNA members and others went away both sobered and
encouraged.
Food for thought
Each of the 200 Trident warheads has a potential explosive power seven times that
of the Hiroshima bomb.
The UK could be a useful leader in the NPT.
“The problems are vast but not insurmountable”(Tristan)
Pam Rush

Music, War, and Peace

W

e once had a ‘war to end
war’ - but since then there
have been more wars than
ever before. We seem to be more
skilled in the arts of war than of peace.
The military talk about ‘pin-point
bombing’, but the result is that in
today’s wars there are more civilians
killed than soldiers (mainly women and
children).
“The minstrel boy to the war is
gone”, but what kind of music did he
play or hear, and where is he now? “In
the ranks of death you will find him”
- how sad that the great gift of music
should be used to stir the passions of
war.
At the end of the first world war
the poet Siegfried Sassoon wrote that
“everyone suddenly burst out singing”,
which is understandable. What a relief
it must have been to end the senseless
slaughter of millions of young lives.
He went on to say that “the singing
will never be done” – but he was
wrong.
Wilfred Owen, our own Shropshire
poet heard “the shrill demented choirs
of wailing shells”, one of which killed
him, aged 25. Those ‘choirs’ have
continued to make their demented
music to the present day.
Make Music not War should be
the rallying cry of all religions, but
especially of those who claim to follow
the Prince of Peace. As a country we
spend billions of pounds every year on
the armaments industry. How much
‘Hidden Gambia’ by Margret Thompson and Gretel Steeb
do we invest in the peace industry? The
Wednesday 12th November, Mayfair Centre, Jubilee Room
world is saturated with weapons of war,
many of them made here and sold to
7.15pm - Meet the speakers, and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit
unstable countries where dictators rule
7.30pm - Slide show begins
and life is cheap.
8.30pm - Interval to taste the special Gambian dish ‘Domeda’, cooked by
In all Scriptures there is a call
Margret, Gretel & Catherine Gomez.
to abandon war and learn the art of
9.00pm - Question time
making peace. Peacemakers are children
£3.00 tickets beforehand from Mayfair (preferred) or on the door.
of God. There is a ‘music of heaven’
Margret’s son Mark has known the smallest African state of Gambia for more
to which we should be listening and
than ten years, since, as a student he helped to build a holiday camp on an island
responding; not hearing the cacophony
in the River Gambia. Earlier this year, Mark guided Margret and her German
of world governments hungry for power
friend around this lovely country which has simply grown up around the mighty
river, being surrounded on three sides by Senegal. They travelled from the Atlantic and domination.
At this year’s Proms, Daniel
coast to Bird Safari Camp, and Gretel’s slides reflect Mark’s deep knowledge of
this beautiful country. So please come and join us on Wednesday, 12th November Barenboim conducted an orchestra of
young Arabs and Israelis - and they
and learn of some of the dark history of this amazing country, with its diversity
produced the kind of music which is
of wildlife (over 540 species of birds) and habitat; from deserted sandy Atlantic
greater than any composer can write. It
beaches, through mangrove swamps to the tranquil islands of the Gambia River.
During the interval we will taste the special Gambian dish, ‘Domeda’, cooked from was indeed the ‘music of heaven’, which
is made wherever the human family is
as near authentic ingredients as possible by the two speakers and Catherine (the
new Methodist Minister’s wife) who, for those who have not met her, is Gambian. living in harmony.
Donald Horsfield
Meriel Blake for Mayfair Fundraising Committee
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Mayfair Winter Talks
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Maths in the 18th Century

I

have just had a leather bound book repaired, and I
thought that perhaps your readers might like to hear of
maths in the 18th Century, and possibly do some of the
two hundred year old questions. The book is The Tutor’s
Guide, being a Complete System Arithmetic. The first edition
was in 1771, but in my 1779 edition, there was written in
the inside cover, ‘Elizabeth Johnson, her book’. Strange that
her name should be remembered when it is possible that her
gravestone has gone.
The Declaration of Independence was in 1776 but
England did not accept this until the Treaty of Paris in
1783. No doubt the French Royalty enjoyed rubbing our
noses in the dust as they were important enemies of ours in
America. The British were besieged in Yorktown in 1781 by
the French Navy. We may have helped the Revolutionaries,
as it is possible that the taxes needed to pay for the war made
revolution likely in 1789. Cornwallis was besieged by 7,000
French and 8,850 American troops; the Royal Navy lost
command of the sea and, with no supplies, Yorktown was
lost. A decisive defeat; Cornwallis had 6,500 men.
The maths book has this to say about the American
currency: ‘In exchange with our Colonies in America and
the West Indies, Accounts are kept, and the Money divided,
as in England; their money is called Currency. The scarcity
of Cash obliges them to substitute a Paper Currency for
carrying on their Trade; which being subject to Casualties,
suffer a very great Discount for Sterling, in the Purchase of
Bills of Exchange’.
Example 1. Philadelphia is indebted to London
£1474 16s 0d Currency, what Sterling may London reckon
to be remitted, when the Exchange is 64 per Cent?”
In this book a pound is not £ but ∫ (ell) from ‘Libra’.

27
Example 2. Jamaica is indebted to London ∫1470 12s 8d
Sterling, with how much Currency will London be credited
at Jamaica, when the Exchange is 36½ per Cent?
Of course, silver money of any nation was legal tender. The
Maria Thaler was of recognised value and possible the origin
of the word ‘dollar’.
Example 3. Dublin draws upon London for ∫740 14s 6d
Irish, Exchange at 12 per Cent, how much Sterling must
London pay Dublin to Discharge the Bill?
This question puzzles me. Was the Irish pound different
from the English pound? Must have been!
Example 4. A Privateer took a Prize, the private Men’s Share
came to ∫474 17s 11 ½d and the Officers received as much,
besides ∫467 unknown to the private men; how much did
the officers receive?
There are lots of examples of exchange rates with ‘Spanish
Rials and Pieces of 8 or dollars’ and French ‘Deniers, Sols,
Livres and crowns’.
Example 5. A noted Highwayman having committed a
robbery, not suspecting a Pursuit, fled Northward at the Rate
of nine leagues a day; one of Sir John Fielding’s Men, upon
the Scent, follows him in a progressive Motion, only three
Leagues the first Day, five the Second, seven the Third, and
so on, increasing every Day’s Journey two Leagues: in how
many Days will the Highwayman be overtaken?
Example 6. If 16 weeks pay come to ∫14 16s what is that per
year?
Example 7. If 1 cwt of Cheese costs 26s what will 40cwt of
the same come to? How much a kilo?
There are lots more, but I must add the information in the
following table
Years of the World

Years before Christ

Some have dated their Events from the Creation of the World

0000

4004

Others from the Deluge or Flood

1636

2348

The Greeks from their Olympiads of 4 years each

3228

1776

We from the Birth of Christ

4004

AD

The Mahometans from the Hegira

4626

622

Are you a Francophile?
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Trivia Corner No 60
by Ken Willis

1.What name is given to the line
marking the edge of the field of play
on a soccer pitch?
2. In which Jane Austen novel did Henry
Knightley marry Miss Woodhouse?
3. What is Canada’s largest port on the
Pacific?
4. What is the name of the reddishbrown dye obtained from Egyptian
privet?
5.‘Brevity is the soul of wit’ comes from
which Shakespeare play?

StRETTON FOCUS
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o you feel linguistically disadvantaged when you are
shopping at your local French market or when your neighbour asks
you for un petit verre? Language classes are few and far between these
days; travelling distances expensive and not so easy on a wintry evening.
I am a language teacher who ran a successful French group in Craven
Arms for a couple of years, but have now moved to Church Stretton and am
wondering if there is a need for a similar group here.
Adult beginners, improvers or just ‘lapsed’ - we’ll all get on fine
together while learning vocabulary and grammar, improving pronunciation
(articulatory phonetics!), listening, reading aloud and playing language
games.
To keep costs down (avoiding rent) the group would meet one evening
a week (term time) at Pearmain, 59 Shrewsbury Road. If you are interested
please contact Elin Gibbon, tel: 01694 723362 or
e-mail: elingibbon@metronet.co.uk

November 2008
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Plant of the Month – Blowing in the Wind

I

n this penultimate ‘Plant of the Month’ three types of
plant have been chosen with little in common except
their use of the wind to get around in the autumn!

The first is that conspicuous coloniser of disturbed
ground, rosebay willowherb (Chamaenerion angustifolium).
This plant with its spikes of purple flowers has been around
for centuries but has become more common over the last
hundred years or so, possibly because of the invasion of a
robust strain from North America. Also known as fireweed
because of its dominance of land which has recently been
burned or bombed, it does spread into clumps vegetatively.
However, it invades new sites by means of tiny plumed seeds

which are shed when the long capsular fruits split. A single
plant can produce up to 80,000 seeds in the autumn and,
when these catch the wind, 50% have been shown to be
carried over 100m and theoretically they could travel over
100km.
The chance of landing on a suitable site for germination
is slight and it is usual for wind dispersed plants to produce
numerous seeds. This is also true of traveller’s joy (Clematis
vitalba) which can produce 17,000 seeds from just a small
portion of a plant. This woody climber (a relation of the
cultivated clematis) climbs by twisting its leaf stalks around
the stems of other plants. The fruits develop long feathery
styles which catch the wind eventually. The fruits stay on the
plants until late in the winter giving the shaggy structures
responsible for the alternative name, old man’s beard. This
is a common sight in areas where the soil is calcareous. For
anyone travelling south on the A49 in the autumn it is
striking how the hedges and trees are seen to be suddenly
covered with old man’s beard on Dinmore Hill.
Thistles are known for ‘thistledown’ (as well as prickles)!
Thistledown is simply the name for the parachutes of hairs
carrying the fruits of the plants.
Spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare) which reproduces only
by seed can produce as many as 8,400 seeds per plant
(although only about 10% are likely to develop). They are
easily outdistanced by rosebay as most seeds are dispersed
less than 2m from the parent - although these days many
are carried long distances in baled hay! The most persistent
and nuisance weed thistle is the creeping thistle (Cirsium
arvense). This spreads into persistent clumps by means of
creeping shoots from which the upright flowering shoots
arise and it can expand radially by 6-12m each year. This
forms the main means of dispersal as, although it produces
parachuted fruits from its female flower heads, these
parachutes become easily detached leaving the fruits behind.
The thistledown is therefore often fruitless.
NPT

Catholic Voice
New Vestments for St. Milburga’s

StreTToN FoCUS
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decided that the cross should be formed from gold
ribbon sewn onto the surface of the chasuble fabric
and the lamb should be made from wool. I made a foundation
of knitted fabric and onto that applied pure wool
tops which are carded wool. From that fabric I cut
out a lamb and this was applied to the front of the
chasuble. To ensure that everything would look
right, I first made a ‘toile’ or test garment out of
calico and did a test run of the decoration.
Sourcing the correct colours for liturgical wear
is quite difficult, but fortunately I have a friend
who makes vestments for, among other places,
Lichfield Cathedral, and she was able to supply the
correct green and white lightweight fabric.
Once I had made my toile, making the actual
chasubles was relatively simple and thanks to my
good friends at Westhope College who provided valuable advice
on the best methods to use, I was very pleased with the results.
I felt extremely privileged to have been able to use my
talents as a dressmaker in the service of St Milburga’s and
I hope that the vestments I have made will enhance our
worship over the coming years.
Valerie Ray

November 2008

F

ather Ambrose asked me if I would be willing to make
him two chasubles and matching stoles - a green set
and a white set for the Church. Making vestments
isn’t like ordinary dressmaking of which I do a
great deal. It is something to be approached in
a mindful, prayerful way. After all, it is a huge
privilege to make something which is going to be
used regularly in the praise of God and which will
be seen by the whole congregation.
For those who are not familiar with church vestments,
the chasuble is the outermost liturgical vestment worn
by clergy for the celebration of the Eucharist. It is not
specific to the Roman Catholic tradition but is also worn
by Anglicans and some Methodists. Its colour is dependant
upon the Liturgical season.
After discussion about the decoration on the
chasubles, we settled on the Lamb of God. The symbolism
of the Lamb of God appears throughout the Bible and in
our Mass we refer frequently to the Lamb, meaning our Lord
Jesus Christ. We felt that the lamb was also most appropriate
to this area where we actually have more sheep than people.
Having decided on what should form the decoration,
my next problem was how to render such things in fabric. I
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Dear Editors . . .
Wishy–Washy Liberals
applaud the Reverend Donald Horsfield (URC Voice
September) for striking a chord on behalf of those who
take up the middle ground. Benjamin Franklin once
said, “in this world nothing can be said to be certain except
death and taxes”. Those who insist on absolute certainties
on matters of faith find it difficult to move outside their
comfort zone and often they become unable to have a
rational discussion with people who think differently.
Mutual tolerance between those who have different
perceptions of faith (and even no faith) is a first requirement
for harmony, and hopefully respect and love will follow.
After Donald’s piece, no longer does the term ‘wishy-washy’
appear to me to be derogatory.
Graham Young
(N.B. Although Graham is a member of Focus staff, this letter
does not necessarily reflect official Focus views - Eds)

I

Reflection on dealing with anger
he BBC programme on anger, with Griff Rhys Jones,
was interesting, but an important point was missing.
Feelings of anger, shame and guilt are beneficial
and necessary when translated into action: Jesus upsetting
the tables of the money-lenders; revolutionaries building
barricades; Berliners pulling down the Berlin Wall. All those
actions were inspired by anger. Feelings of anger, shame and
guilt should not be brooded over, in case they might turn
into hatred and fear. If they cannot be used positively, they
should be defused and dismissed from our mind. Nursing
such feelings is painful, self-destroying and a complete waste
of time and energy.
Simone Crawley

T

all its life forms created at the same time
and essentially unchanging. For this they
have not one shred of physical evidence,
just some early writings by someone
with very limited access to facts – he
could not have known, for example, of
the existence of micro-organisms, the
vast size of the Earth, or the distance and
nature of the Sun and stars.
The geological and palaeontological
evidence for the age of the Earth and
evolution of life is overwhelming and there for anyone to
see but – and this is the essential difference – if indisputable
evidence were to come up to disprove it, Dawkins, I and any
other responsible scientist would accept that the theory needed
to be changed. In contrast, the more evidence that comes up to
disprove the biblical theory, the more some people apparently
feel obliged to cling to it – belief in the face of all the evidence
is a test of their ‘faith’. Furthermore, they seem to believe that
this blind faith gives them a moral superiority over the rest of
us. Who, I wonder, is showing more humility?
If some people still wish to put God at the start of the
universe and of all life, then they are welcome to do so but in
that case I ask them to accept that God endowed us with two
eyes, two ears and a brain and presumably intended us to use
them: please don’t castigate Richard Dawkins, me, or anyone
else for doing just that.
Michael Price

In defence of ‘Scruffiest Shop’
write in answer to David Morgan’s remarks. I was
shocked to read how ignorant some are! I wouldn’t swap
Knowledge, wisdom, humility: the continuing debate
John’s place for ‘all the tea in China’, as the saying goes.
awkins and I believe that the Earth is more than
4000 million years old, has come into being through I just love to pop in even for a chat. He is wonderful, with
processes governed by natural laws, and that life on a lovely smile and a chair to sit on – more than I can say
it has evolved over geological time and is still evolving (that’s for some other shops. Since he moved there it’s more like a
warehouse to me, and I enjoy looking at his stock.
why, for example, bacteria become resistant to antibiotics).
I hope I have made my point. You can’t judge the book
Some people in this country apparently prefer to believe that
by its cover.
the entire universe is less than ten thousand years old and
Isobel V Booth
was knocked up in a few days by a supernatural being, with

D
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Quakers at the United Nations
The Quaker, William Penn, in
1693 published An essay Toward the
Present and Future Peace of Europe, in
which he set out a vision for holding
meetings of the leaders so that they
could have discussions face to face. This
is at the root of the Quaker work at the
UN; the Quaker Houses in Geneva and
New York provide a place where people
can indeed come, and discuss face to
face, off the record.
The result, at its best, is an
opportunity to really explore difficult
and sensitive issues that it is impossible
to do in the more formal processes of
the UN. On some issues, with enough
discussion, we can come to understand
each other and to agree on ways
forward. On others we may come to
understand each other but continue to
disagree. But even then, we can disagree
better if we know why we disagree, in
the sense that they are real disagreements
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and not misunderstandings or political
posturings.
Of course, they do not always
work. In fact, this is the reason why
Quakers are needed to organise these
events. If they don’t work, none of
the participants lose face, it is just our
problem. Similarly, if it is we who
invite people to the meeting, then
those who are not invited can blame
us. Most significantly, because it is our
invitation, all the participants come on
an equal footing to neutral territory,
whereas if Ambassador X invites, it is
his meeting, he controls the agenda and
the territory.
Each Quaker UN office also has
a programme of work, whether on
economic issues at the World Trade
Organisation, or on small arms, or
refugee protection.
There is no doubt that the Quaker
work at the UN has made a difference.

To take a few examples:
conscientious objection
to military service (on
which QUNO has worked since
1950) is now recognised as a matter of
international human rights law; child
soldiers (on which QUNO has worked
since 1979) are now recognised as an
issue and sending children into battle
is prohibited, and those who recruit
and use, at least the younger ones, are
now being prosecuted for doing so.
These are slow processes, but part of
the Quaker aspect of the work is the
willingness to stay with the engagement
over a long period.
We work to persuade people about
the issues, so that their understanding
and approach change. Convincing
people often bears more lasting fruit
than external pressure.
Rachel Brett abridged by Olive
MacDermott
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Know Your Borderland - Odds and Ends

T

September Weather

A

fter the wet weather during the
‘summer’ September was a refreshing
change. After a wet start with 3.27
inches in the first week the month then
went dry and no more rain fell during the
last three weeks a consecutive run of 19 dry
days. The 4th was the wettest day, that was when they had
so much rain in South Wales and Northumberland which
caused so much flooding and even a fatality so the 2.25
inches we had was small by comparison.
Temperatures were nothing special, the best was 71.6F
(22C) on the 19th and a few very pleasant days we enjoyed
at that time. We had a run of sixteen consecutive days with
temperatures over 60F giving us a most enjoyable spell of
warm weather. No frosts, the nearest was 35F (2C) on the
27th.
Robert Smart

StRETTON FOCUS
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with Clifford Castle, dating from the early 19th Century.
The Rev. Thomas Lewis vouched for the truth of the
story, which was told to him by a man he attended on his
deathbed. This man said that he was once in an ale house
and saw through the window a spectral clergyman on
horseback, who lifted his hat, bowed, raised a glass and said
“Attoch chwi syr” (to your health, sir). The apparition then
told him to go to Clifford Castle, find money in a certain
place, and throw it into the Wye. “Do this, I charge thee, or
thou shalt have no rest!” The man could indeed find no rest,
until one dark night he went to the castle, found the money
and threw it into the river, and thenceforth he was left in
peace.
One of the most renowned women of the Vale of Clwyd
in the l6th century was Katherine of Berain, praised for her
intelligence and beauty. When her first husband died, she
followed custom by going to the church on the arm of a
local gentleman, in this case Sir Richard Clough, returning
on the arm of another, Morris Wynn, a twice-widowed
gentleman who took the opportunity to propose marriage,
only to hear that he had been forestalled by Clough on the
way in! However, she promised Wynn her hand if Clough
should die, which happened four years later. When Wynn in
turn died, this redoubtable lady took on a fourth husband,
Edward Thelwall. No wonder she was called Mam Cymru,
the Mother of Wales!
George Borrow recorded in Wild Wales that, near
Llansilin, he noticed a boy driving a team of horses, he was
whipping his horses, who were straining up the ascent, and
was swearing at them most frightfully in English. I addressed
him in that language, but he answered “Dim Saesneg”, and
then again fell to cursing his horses in English. Overtaking
him I said in Welsh: “What do you mean by saying you
have no English? You were talking English just now to your
horses.” “Yes, I have English enough for my horses, and
that is all.” Said I: “Why don’t you speak Welsh to your
horses?” “It’s of no use speaking Welsh to them, Welsh isn’t
strong enough.” “Isn’t Myn Diawl (go to the devil) tolerably
strong?” said I. “Not strong enough for horses,” said the boy
“If I were to say Myn Diawl to my horses they would laugh
at me.”
JH
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he planned series of Know Your Borderland is now
completed, but in the course of research the author
stumbled upon a few unusual items which it is hoped
will also entertain Focus readers.
At the time of the Napoleonic wars Llanfyllin was a
very isolated place, so local folk were very surprised when
in 1812 they were suddenly required to accommodate
some 150 French and German prisoners of war, mostly
officers. One of them was Lt. Pierre Augeraud, captured at
Badajoz. He fell in love with the daughter of the Rector, the
Rev. William Williams, who forbade the match and even
arranged for Augeraud to be repatriated to France. But true
love cannot be quenched, and he returned after the war to
claim his bride, taking her to France. In a reverse move,
their son came to England and married an English girl. The
sequel is inscribed on a plaque attached to the tomb of the
Rev. Williams in Llanfyllin churchyard: “In loving memory
of William Augeraud who died December 25 1913, great
grandson of the above William Williams and grandson of
Capt. Augeraud, French prisoner of war at Llanfyllin 1812”.
The paroled prisoners in Welshpool were allowed to go
as far as the nearest milestone in any direction. But, strongly
attracted to a dance at Forden, they hired a man to dig up
the first milestone on that road, and carry it in front of them
in a wheelbarrow the five miles to Forden.
Ella M Leather’s Folklore of Herefordshire is a rich
mine of fascinating material, from which I select an account
of a funeral in Pembridge in 1838, as recorded by a local
doctor: “I attended the funeral of a young man, who was
very unexpectedly removed to an eternal world....when I
was eyewitness to a most foolish custom. I had assembled
the mourners together....and on the way to the church we
sang the 90th psalm. When we reached the churchyard, we
were led all the way round it, it being the custom to carry
the corpse round the churchyard the way of the sun. The
clergyman….was about to enter in another direction....and
he being the head of the procession, when someone cried
out, “Sir, you are going the wrong way: it is the other.” ’
On the way to the church, the party halted at a crossroads,
and solemnly announced the death to the bees, “for they
foolishly affirm that if they do not, the bees will all be sure
to die.”
In Chirk Castle is a room full of historical records,
mainly relating to the Myddelton family. Displayed there
is a strange log of wood, blackened by time, and hollow
down the centre. The attached notice explains that “This
wooden water main is a relic of London’s first clean water
supply....exhumed at Clerkenwell in 1895. The project was
engineered by Sir Hugh Myddelton.” He was a versatile man,
a goldsmith, a clothworker and promoter of coal mines.
In 1613 he supervised the construction of a 38-mile canal,
the New River, to bring water from pure chalk springs in
Hertfordshire to Islington, where there is a statue to him.
Two miles east of Hay, the ruins of Clifford Castle
overlook the river Wye. It was probably while campaigning
along the Welsh Border that King Henry II here first set eyes
on Rosamund Clifford, Fair Rosamund, said to have been
the most beautiful woman of her day. Henry’s marriage to
Eleanor of Aquitaine had been a loveless political alliance
where indifference turned to hatred when she plotted against
him. Henry took Rosamund as his mistress and eventually
declared her to be his de facto wife.
I record here without comment a strange story associated
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Dorrington Players
Present - My Three Angels

I

t is Christmas Eve, 1910 and the atmosphere
is tropical. We are in French Guiana and the
stage is set for a delightfully twisting comedy
for which you will need all of your emotions on
standby. My Three Angels, by Sam and Bella
Spewack, is to be performed by the Dorrington
Players this month. The play centres around the
life and troubles of Felix Dulay - a rather gentle
and gullible shopkeeper who finds himself, his
business and his family in peril. Regularly taken
advantage of, the unfortunate soul finds his home
invaded by a group of criminals from the local
penal colony who have been working on the roof.
Their rather unconventional behaviour on the
arrival of some unwelcome guests has surprising
results. What will become of Felix and his family?
My Three Angels is possessed of everything
theatrical from farce to romance and tension to
high drama. Humphrey Bogart fans might know

A

“bag2school”
in partnership with

Church Stretton School
Do you have any unwanted second hand
clothing, bedding, curtains, shoes, belts
and handbags which you would be willing to donate to the
“bag2school” campaign and help raise funds for Church
Stretton School?
Please fill up a bin bag and leave it on the grass outside
the school by 9.00am on Tuesday 18th November 2008
Thank you for your support
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Polio Eradication – Garden Party
s part of the Rotary International’s objective to
eliminate Polio, the Church Stretton Club held
a Garden Party on Sunday 7th September 2008 at the home
of Rotarian Darroll Harrison. Forty-eight club members, their wives
and partners, and
invited guests
were provided
with a hot meal
and drinks by
the Rotary Club,
prepared by Vera
Harrison, Sheila
Roberts and
Cathy Feetham.
£620 was raised
and this will
go towards the
campaign.
The photograph shows Club President, Adam Williamson, presenting
Vera, Cathy and Sheila with bouquets of flowers as a token of
appreciation from the club.
The Club was grateful for the help of local businesses and to Mr
Parkes for his help in providing space for parking.
Tree of Light
Once again the club will be involved with the Christmas
Tree in the Square in Church Stretton. As in previous
years lights will be placed on the tree and each light
can be sponsored in memory of friends and for causes.
Sponsorship forms will be made available during
November through the local press and from the Parish Church.
The Otesha Project – (for more information see http://otesha.org.uk/)
The club is sponsoring Daisy Pelton from Frodesley who has cycled
from Northampton, through the West Midlands and down the coast
of Wales finishing in Herefordshire as part of this project. The project
is where young people take sustainable living personally. At the heart
of the Otesha Project you’ll find a two-wheeled revolution. Every
summer, teams of young people are hopping on bikes and travelling
across the UK, stopping at schools, festivals and communities along
the way to perform the Otesha play and generally make the world a
better place.
Tony Nicholls
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it better as the film We’re no Angels - full of irony
and paradox, it is both surprising and heartwarming.
The play which is directed by Sue Roberts
has a cast of ten which includes several well
established members. The group is also
delighted to welcome four actors who have never
performed with the Dorrington Players before.
Dorrington Players have a reputation for
setting a high standard in their performances and
this is a ‘not to be missed’ play! You will not be
disappointed by this intriguing fable or its telling.
The performances are on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday November 20 - 22 at the Silvester
Horne Institute, 7.30pm start. Tickets are £5
in advance from Burway Books, 10 Beaumont
Road, and John R Thomas, Florist, 3 Sandford
Avenue, or £6 on the door. Children pay half
price.
The Dorrington Players would also like
to extend an invitation to anyone wishing to
take part in future performances or assist with
productions. Members are of all ages - the only
prerequisite is a sense of humour. If you are
interested in joining a fun and friendly amateur
dramatics group, please contact Helen Townend
on 01694 751376.
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Rotary Club of Church
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South Shropshire Rambles Percy’s Water Memories

Short & long walks for November
e have two walks each Sunday, one for
those wishing to take an easier walk,
entitled ‘short’ walks and more demanding
walks of nine to twelve miles. We have an attractive
bonfire party on 9th November in which we hope
to have both long and short walkers joining at the
end of their walks for soup & pizza and a grand
bonfire. Walkers are invited to bring their own
drinks, together with a packed lunch or snack if
felt necessary. All walks are free, and we welcome
newcomers but regretfully, dogs are not allowed.
Walking boots are advised.
Our walks for November are as follows:
2nd November Ursula Woodhouse, (phone: 01584
781376), leads a nine mile walk at 10.00am from
Church Lane Cottage, Rochford (Ursula’s house).
Landranger map 138. grid reference (g.r.) 632677.
Varied terrain and good views.
The same day Susan and Derek Bartlett (phone
01694 724581), lead a five mile walk at 10.30am
from Harley Jenkin’s car park, Bishop’s Castle.
Middle Woodbatch using the Shropshire Way.
9th November Two walks to join at the end for
a social gathering. Both beginning at The Grove
(Christine Buxton’s house), Thrift Wicket Lane,
Hayton’s Bent (entry from north-west only) Explorer
(Exp.) map 217. g.r. 520802. Firstly, at 10.00am
Martin Shepley (phone: 01584 841242), will lead a
nine mile walk to Peaton Strand and Witchcot Dingle.
Secondly, Christine (phone: 01584 823590), will lead
an undulating five mile walk, at 11.00am, through
woodland & farm tracks. See the autumn tints.
16th November Phil & Cheryl Johnston, (phone:
01584 861487), will lead a 12mile walk at 10.00am,
from the Bog Car Park exp. 216 g.r. 357978 to
Corndon & Mitchells Fold. Dinner if wished at
Stiperstones Inn.
On the same day Graham Young (phone: 01743
872394), will lead a five mile walk from the
Methodist Church, east side of A49 in Church
Stretton, at 10.30am. Exp. 217, g.r. 457935, to
Ragdon and Chelmick.
23rd November Jayne and John Grant (phone:
01584 873094),will lead a nine mile walk from
Ludlow Eco Park along improved paths on meadows
& hills, to east of Ludlow. Exp. 203, g.r. 529744.
The same day Bob Harty, (phone: 07897 445954),
will lead a seven to eight mile walk from Lydham
village hall on the A488, at 10.00am, to Mitchell’s
Fold & Hyssington Church. This is a linear walk (so
bring a bus pass or bus fare). Exp. 216 g.r. 336910.
30th November Rob Skelton (phone: 01584
878899), will lead an 11mile walk from Clee picnic
area, at 10.00am, to Abdon Burf, Tugford Heath, Clee
St.Margaret & Clee Liberty. Exp. 217 g.r. 603871.
On the same day Phil & Betty Smith (phone: 01547
540479), lead a six mile walk at 10.30am, from
Aston on Clun village hall car park, over Wart &
Hopesay Hills. Exp. 217 g.r. 395815.
Joy Nisbet.Chair South Shropshire Ramblers’ Association.
45 Shrewsbury Road, Church Stretton.
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Trivia Answers
1. Touch line 2. Emma 3. Vancouver
4. Henna 5. Hamlet
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‘Flowing on’ from recent Focus Articles
escribing how Church Stretton failed in its efforts to turn it
into a spa town, I, like many more residents, find it difficult
to comprehend how such a crackpot scheme was ever
envisaged. However, from my own knowledge of the situation it was
a commercial venture based at the Longmynd Hotel, an outstanding
structure, nestling amid the tall trees, a jewel in Church Stretton’s
many crowns. However that may be, water is ever essential to our
lives as a feature in our daily needs.
Credit is due to our early planners in that they provided
reservoirs which were ample for our needs at the time, but when
the increase in population within the Strettons, outstripped their
capacity, a firm remedy had to be found.
Having discussed the issue with Severn Trent I was informed
that, because the high cost of funding and maintaining a new
reservoir or increasing the size of the present ones was not viable, it
was deemed less costly and more efficient to supply Church Stretton
by way of the present piping already in situ, but with the water
supplied via Severn Trent Water.
Water is a good servant but a bad master. Sudden cloudbursts
can quickly turn our tranquil streams into raging torrents. I vividly
recall the water converging beyond the Chalet Pavilion, the force
of which was enough to remove the penny slot machines (ie ‘What
the Butler Saw’ and ‘The Horse Racing’ etc). Residents living just
beyond the cattle grid were to see their gardens washed away on
more than one occasion.
Prior to Trevor Hill being made up, water found its way down
the hill by carving deep gullies. It then joined forces with water from
Cardingmill Valley. As more houses were built, particular attention
has been given to a more efficient drainage system, still with a few
problems, but no job for Noah yet!
During World War II American forces occupied a portion of
The Old Maltings, 34 and 36 Sandford Avenue, and also land and
buildings adjacent, just off Easthope Road. These buildings were
used for their ablutions.
The Americans were concerned that the present water supply
would not be adequate for their needs so without further ado they
promptly installed a bore hole and pumping station.
When I became owner of the property I had lucrative ideas of
setting up a bottling station there. However, on being made aware of
the urgent need for a new extension to the Medical Centre, the plans
were altered. They had their own portion and the remainder housed
a very desirable development know as St Dunstans Court.
Percy Edward Tarbuck

D

The Friends of St. Laurence’s Church
Saturday 22nd November
A fun quiz evening at 7.30pm
Come singly or in groups to make up tables of
six. Tickets; £5 (including light refreshments
and a complimentary glass of wine) are
available from the Parish Centre, John Thomas,
Burway Books, the Chairman (781241)
or the Secretary (723467).

Are Wars Inevitable?

O

n Remembrance Sunday (9th November) not only will
we be remembering those who have died or had life
changing experiences as the result of warfare but also
thinking about our own attitudes to war and what influence we
could have on their inevitability. Come along to the Methodist
Church Hall at 6pm and share your thoughts. If you are against
all warfare what do you see as a realistic alternative? Can pacifism
really work? This could be a lively debate – do come.
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Sponsored Swim for the Shropshire Health for Africa Project (SHAPE)

I

n Ethiopia one child in eight dies before it reaches its fifth birthday. This shocking fact is due to illnesses which are easily
and cheaply preventable and treatable. Staff from our excellent medical centre have been inspired to help the people of
Ethiopia. We are doing a sponsored swim to help them with their fundraising. By supporting our swim you will be helping
to save lives. It’s also a great way to say thank you to the medical centre staff for all
their unstinting work in our community.
The sponsored swim will take place on Monday 8th December at the South
Shropshire Leisure Centre, Ludlow. A group of us travel there from Mayfair most
Mondays. The sponsored swim will be a corporate one, so please sponsor us as a
bunch. We hope to swim a grand total of 250 lengths altogether. Some will swim
one length, others more as the arthritis allows. All that matters is that we make lots
of money for SHAPE! Our photo shows some of the participants going off to train.
Official sponsor forms can be found at the doctors’ surgery, the tourist information
office and the different churches in the Strettons. Please help us to help SHAPE.
Peter and Sheena Thomas
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Shape up for SHAPE

P

eter Thomas’ sponsored swim is part of SHAPE’s ‘Shape
up for SHAPE’ campaign, to both improve our own
health, and at the same time to raise funds to provide
health care for a rural farming community in Ethiopia.
SHAPE, (the Shropshire Health for Africa project,
charity no 1124253) has been set up by a group of
individuals based around the medical centre in Church
Stretton. Both Dr Digby Bennett and Dr Jenny Howard are
trustees. The charity is our response to the gulf in healthcare
provision between the richer countries of the world, like
ourselves, and that of the poorest, notably in sub-Saharan
Africa. We know that many of the diseases that kill both
children and adults are simple and cheap to treat with the
right knowledge and equipment.
We were introduced to the specific health care needs
faced by Ethiopia through contacts in the UK, and in
November 2007 three of us went out to see the problems
for ourselves. We have identified an area where we would
like to start working. It is in the Ethiopian highlands; about
two hours drive from Addis Ababa, an area classified by the
UN as a food-insecure area. This means that if the harvest
is poor, as it has been this year because the rains failed, the

population will need food aid and more pressure will be
put on healthcare services. We are planning to provide
medicines, equipment, buildings, and training, depending
on the community’s needs and priorities. Photos of this area
and more information about SHAPE can be found on our
website. www.shapeafrica.org.uk.
Local supporters are ‘shaping up for SHAPE’ in a
variety of ways. Jo Allwood and Alison Oakley are taking
part in the Great South run through Portsmouth on 26th
October and Sally Cooke is slimming to ‘get in great
SHAPE’. If you would like to join her, Karen Kennedy
at the medical centre has a supply of official sponsorship
forms, and an even greater supply of support and
encouragement! Sally is also our fundraising co-ordinator,
so do e-mail her cooke682@btinternet.com with ideas and
offers of help.
Another way to get in shape is to come and join us
on the dance floor. There will be a Ceilidh in Dorrington
Village Hall on Saturday 22nd November, 7.30 for 8pm.
More details and tickets from Linda Bott at the medical
centre.
Sally Cooke

Reg’s Ramblings

B
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long experience. I recall my own mother as a prime example of
such beneficence. We youngsters never took part in criminal
behaviour or destruction for fear of the shame which it would
bring to our family, and doors were regularly left unlocked
with complete confidence that there would be no invasion of
property or privacy.
Fast forward to the end of World War Two when the
huge reconstruction of towns and cities and the demand
for consumer goods brought ‘full employment’ but a
continuation of food shortage until President Truman’s
enlightened aid programme heralded a period of general
prosperity from the early Sixties on, save for the odd minor
recession.
Unfortunately, the late Sixties saw beginning of an
era of personal and sexual indulgence on the part of
many, coinciding with a substantial reduction in church
attendance so that we have gross over-indulgence on the
part of many of our citizens and a society riven by greed,
violence and excess which adds up to spiritual poverty on a
grand scale
In terms of true happiness, I preferred my early material
poverty by a huge margin.
Reg Heiron

November 2008

Which is the Worst Poverty?
orn the third child of a farm labourer (later to become
a gardener), soon after the end of World War One, I
had first hand experience of the widespread and severe
poverty which afflicted communities and nations worldwide
after those years of slaughter and destruction. The meagre
wages of that time were actually reduced by the General
Strike of 1926 and the ‘Wall Street Crash’ of 1929 leading to
America’s ‘Great Depression’. Britain had over three million
unemployed when the National Government was formed in
1931.
A minor recovery seemed to be on the way in the midthirties but this was aborted by Hitler’s aggression which led to
World War Two.
Despite the widespread and general poverty of the interwar years, the vast majority of us lower orders enjoyed great
happiness as members of close-knit and loving families wherein
mothers did not go out to work save for minor cleaning jobs and
suchlike whilst children were at school. Our home environment
gave us a sense of love, closeness and security and neighbourly
help in times of trouble was the order of the day in the form
of physical assistance or the provision of delicious soups and
suchlike, concocted at the cost of a few pence on the basis of
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42 RNLI News

Coffee Morning 10th September
We made £342.99 and we are very grateful to
all those who supported us. Thank you.
Concert 20th September
We had an audience of about 225 people and we made
over £1100 for Barmouth Lifeboat Station. Many people
have told us how much they enjoyed hearing the Llanfair
Caereinion Male Voice Choir and Aled Wyn Davies. Thank
you all very much. Aled and the Choir said that they greatly
enjoyed themselves and how wonderful it was to have such
an appreciative audience.
Several of the Choir said that the acoustics of the School
Hall were excellent and helpful to them. Two of the Choir
were overheard saying that it was probably the best hall they
had ever sung in. Those comments are a fine tribute to those
involved in designing the acoustics. Patrick Cheshire, who
was until recently our Area Fundraising Manager, presented
our Committee with a framed ‘Certificate of Thanks’ from
the Council of the RNLI which records appreciation of

Church Stretton
Lawn Tennis Club

T
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he Church Stretton Lawn Tennis Club held its
annual knockout mixed doubles championship on
Sunday 14th September 2008. Play commenced at
10.30am until 1.30pm when 10 members took part in a
round robin style tournament with equal amounts of sets
played. Luckily the weather was fine and everyone enjoyed
the event. The Men’s winner was Alexander Wright and
Ladies’ winner Alison Rudd-Clarke. The club, which plays
mainly on Sundays throughout the wintry months, would
welcome new members of all standards.
For further details contact John Cook 01694 722547

Tournament Players, 14th Sept 2008

Wenlock Furnishings
re-upholstery and soft furnishings

Church Stretton
Branch’s long
commitment to the
Lifeboat Service. The
certificate is signed by Admiral
Sir Jock Slater, Chairman of the
RNLI, and Andrew Freemantle,
Chief Executive. The branch
was founded in 1976 and we
are pleased to say that out of the
original Committee Mrs. Daphne
Heiron still lives here. Thank you
for your continuing good work.
Christmas cards
We shall be selling Christmas cards, calendars and diaries
at the Combined Charities event in the URC Hall on
Saturday 1st November and at our own stall in the square on
Saturdays 8th & 15th November. Please come along.
Richard Turner Jones

Gateway Club

M
O

any thanks to all the helpers and those who
attended the coffee morning on 6th September.
We raised £225 which will provide social events
for adults with learning difficulties.
John Miles

n 27th September 2008 a group of year 7, 8 and 9
children, all pupils at Church Stretton School,
had a toy sale in Church Stretton Square in aid of
Children in Need. We would all like to thank everybody
that so kindly donated their unwanted toys and games, and
came to support us on that date. Also a special thank you to
Kaboodle, and Newsworld who helped a lot.
We raised a great
amount of £110.37
on that Saturday
which will all go to
Children in Need.
So thanks again to all
those people, we really
wouldn’t have been
able to do it without
them. The small
amount of donations
that were left were donated to the Red Cross charity shop
and the books to the National Trust.

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

Last Month’s Photo

Stretton, Shropshire

Full re-upholstery of sofas and chairs
Curtains made to measure. Footstools made to order
All types of soft furnishings and upholstery
Caravans, camper vans
Alterations and repairs
Would you like to learn how to make soft furnishings and
upholstery?
Teaching courses are available.

Tel 01694 781608

Answer in next month’s Focus

The Library Roof

Stretton Focus wishes to apologise to the owner of Wenlock Furnishings for errors to the telephone number in recent issues
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Occasional Advertisements
OCHRE BUILDING DESIGN LTD
Architectural Design and
Project Management,
Planning, Building Regulations and
Contract Administration for both
Commercial and Domestic Projects.

Tel: 01743 891938
Mob: 07902 343989
email: ochredesign@btinternet.com

Michael Evans
Qualified Professional Counsellor
MBACP. Dip Couns, Cert. CBT
Tel: 01694 771 579
Email: mikecounselling@tiscali.co.uk

George Bullock

Painter and Decorator
Tel: Dorrington 01743 718797
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Doreen Hall MA Counselling
I am a Mature and Experienced
Counsellor and Supervisor
Ring 01694 751288
to book an initial meeting

OIL BOILER
SERVICING AND REPAIR

Church Stretton and surrounding areas.
Are you caring for someone with dementia?
Would you like to find out more about the disease?
We meet informally on the 2nd Friday of the month.
2pm. At the Mayfair Centre.
We offer information and support and the chance to meet
with other people in a similar situation.
Why not drop in for a cup of coffee?
If you would like to attend but need help with transport,
a “sitting service” or have any other difficulties
please contact Jackie 07832 113535
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Lynne Aitken BSc Ost. Rgn Rm
GOsC REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
ONIBURY COMMUNITY
OSTEOPATHIC PRACTICE

70 Onibury, Craven Arms
Tel: 01584 856337 Mobile: 07966 628921
Just off the A49 near Onibury level crossing

Milly’s Menus
creative cooking
for all occasions
01694 781403
melissarees@tiscali.co.uk
Heating Services
Boilers Fires Cookers
Installation Service Repairs
Gas Safety Certificates
Natural Gas & LPG
Caravans and Park Homes

Tel: Dave 01588 673279
AIMS Accountants for Business

Time to change your Accountant?
Invest a moment and find out what we offer...
All fees agreed in advance
Complete Accounting and Tax Solutions
Local Presence and National Strength
Why would you want to work with anyone
else?

SUE NICHOLS, ACMA Tel: 01694 720142

E: sue.nichols@aims.co.uk W: www.aims.co.uk

A B OPTICS CHURCH STRETTON
01694 723039

• Home Visits Available
• All types of Contact Lenses – includes free trial
• NHS selection of frames for Children and Adults
• Designer frames available –
Gucci, Playboy,Bench and Ted Baker
• New Opening Hours
20 Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton, SY6 6BW

StRETTON FOCUS

Alzheimers Society Shropshire Branch.

“Caring for the whole family’s Health with gentle healing hands”

November 2008

If your oil boiler has not been serviced
for over 12 months,
give us a call to get it serviced by an
OFTEC registered technician.
Call Vanessa to arrange an
appointment on 01743 891530
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What’s in a Name?
The meaning of some Shropshire place names

I

C

ounselling is sometimes
called the ‘talking cure’, but
it is very different from an
everyday conversation. Counselling
is confidential and freely chosen. It
is a way of working together that
enables someone to take a step back
from the pressures of life and have
the time and space to talk without
fear of being judged. A qualified and
experienced counsellor will provide a
safe and private place to meet, where
client and counsellor can discuss
the client’s concerns, questions and
goals, and negotiate a fee. Only
if both agree will the counselling
continue.
Counselling offers support to
people going through difficult times,
perhaps through bereavement,
crisis, stress, exhaustion or loss
of confidence, health problems,
depression, anxiety or relationship
difficulties. Sometimes, past trauma
can go on affecting someone,
limiting their potential. Counselling
can help them feel safe enough to
talk about past experiences and
make sense of the confusion of
painful memories. It can enable
someone to come to terms with
what has happened, feel more in
control of their life and help find a
better way forward.
Most of us have times when
we ask ‘What really matters?
What’s life all about?’ A
counsellor can act as a ‘sounding
board’ for someone who wants
to take stock of their life, and
offers support and challenge
to those who want to explore a
more meaningful way of being.
Counselling can help people
clarify the meaning of their
feelings and values as guides to
their own decisions. It can also
help someone reflect on their
priorities and become more aware
of their thoughts and feelings,
values and choices, and to become
more confident and resourceful
in making decisions and taking
action to achieve their goals. It is
particularly useful for anyone who
wants to make changes and live in
a more satisfying way.
Sue Wilson
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n 628 Anglo-Saxons began to invade
our area, under the leadership of
the pagan king Penda. In 641 he
defeated and killed the Christian King
of Northumbria, Oswald, at the battle of
Maserfelt, thought to be near the site of
Oswestry (St. Oswald’s Tree, probably a
cross). Incoming Saxon farmers cleared
the woodland, hence -ley, a clearing.
There are at least 10 -ley names in the
Telford area, formerly covered by the
Forest of the Wrekin. Lee Brockhurst
would mean the clearing near the
wooded hill where badgers dwell. In
the cleared land Saxon farmers founded
their -hams (homestead) and -tons
(tun, a fenced farm or village). Thus we
have Wheaton and Ryton and Shipton
(sheep farm). A common Shropshire
name-ending is -wardine, meaning an
enclosure around a settlement, often a
farm, a word allied to garth and garden.
Cheswardine must mean ‘cheese farm’
(Cheswurthin 1212) and at Shepwardine
they kept sheep. Wrockwardine is near
the Wrekin. Stanwardine no doubt
had stone walls. Saxon personal names
are seen in Woolstaston (Wulfstan)
and Wistanstow (St. Wigstan’s holy
place or church). (Defence against
the Welsh, and later the Danes, called
for earthworks, indicated by -bury
(and -borough) endings: Pontesbury.
Onibury, Rushbury and Chirbury
(fortified place with a church), and there
are over fifty more in Shropshire.
After the Norman conquest in 1066
the land and its parishes or manors were
granted to Norman families, whose
names were added to villages. Thus
the lord of Acton Pigot was Ralph fitz
Picot, Acton Scott was held by Walter
le Scot(1240), Ashford Carbonel was
held by William Carbonel (1180),
Hope Bowdler by Robert de Bullers
(1201), Aston Botterell by William
Boterell (1203), and Eaton Constantine
by Thomas de Costentin (1242). His
ancestors came from the Côtentin
peninsula in Normandy. Leegomery’s
lord was Alured de Cambrai (1155), and

another Alured
added his name
to All Stretton
(1262). Holdgate
took its name
from one Helgot
(DB), a Saxon.
Unusually,
Sutton Maddock
was held by a Welshman, Madoc, in
1188. He was a grandson of a prince of
Powys, and the manor had been given
to the family by Henry 1st in gratitude
for translation services. Some parishes
were held by the church and added the
priest’s name. Thus Preston Gubbals
was the tun held by the Saxon priest
Godebold (DB).
Acton was Anglo-Saxon for ‘village
by the oak tree’, and Aston ‘village by
the ash tree’. Nash was originally ‘at an
ash’. Hope signifies a-small enclosed
valley. Millichope probably had a mill.
Ratlinghope (pronounced Ratchup)
was Rotelingehope in DB, which would
mean ‘the valley of Rotel’s people’,
and we have our very own Wallop,
on Long Mountain, near the Welsh
border, where it must surely come from
Saxon walh-hop, valley of the Welsh.
Batch is common in Shropshire place
names and indicates a stream or beck,
or its associated valley. We have the
Batch in All Stretton, and Snailbeach
contains the same word. Pulverbatch
was Polrebec in DB, the first part
presumably being the stream name.
Batchcott would mean a streamside
cottage, and that leads us to other -cott
names such as Smethcott, the cottage
of the smith(s) and Picklescott, the
cottage of one Pikel (1231). Walcot and
Walton may refer to Welsh hamlets,
‘walh’ being a derogatory name for
the Welsh, also meaning ‘slave’. Wyke
comes from -wic, a farm, usually a
dairy farm, Ceolmund’s-wick ended up
as Chelmick. Butter was produced at
Bitterley (Buterlie DB). Berwick meant
‘barley-farm’ often an outlying farm
on an estate. There was a rye farm at
Ruyton-of the- Eleven Towns. It was a
one-time borough, with a market until
1407, and had 10 villages attached to it.
Perhaps now the reader, as he or she
comes upon an unusual place name, will
pause for a moment to pay homage to
that shadowy forebear who first invented
the name.
DH

Natural therapy:
Counselling
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14 Church Stretton Food Fayre Donates £37K!

T

he Church Stretton Community Leisure Centre
Fund will receive a massive boost of £25K from
Church Stretton Food Fayre profits. Eight other local
organisations will share £12K and these are Church Stretton
School, Mayfair Centre, St Lawrence Primary School, Shropshire
Hills Shuttle Bus, Church Stretton Town Council specifically
for planters, Church Stretton Walking Festival, Church Stretton
British Legion and Church Stretton Carers Group.
The distribution of £37K is due to an announcement
at the recent volunteer debriefing meeting and BBQ. The
Church Stretton Food Fayre Committee has reluctantly
decided to disband and will no longer hold an annual Food
Fayre in Church Stretton. The success and growth of the
event in six years, culminating in a record 7000 visitors
this year, has posed many challenges for a purely volunteer
organisation. Difficulties in finding a suitable site within
the town boundaries, (with good access and sufficient off
road parking to ensure full public safety), is perhaps the
main reason for the decision to ‘quit whilst ahead’! The
uncertainty of the British weather also played a part this

year because the very real threat of a last
minute cancellation would have cost
the Food Fayre in the region of £20K
if marquee erection had to be stopped,
exhibitor fees refunded and other supplier
deposits lost.
Such a large donation to so many local good causes is
viewed as a real credit to everyone who has been involved in
the Church Stretton Food Fayre from day one. The current
Committee wishes to thank all it’s supporters from many
quarters and hope all will understand their decision to stop
and distribute all the money to those who will surely put it
to great use. Since the news that the Church Stretton Food
Fayre is to finish many Commitee members and volunteers
have let it be known that they are willing to offer their
individual skills and expertise in running a community
event to another ‘body’ like the Church Stretton Chamber
of Trade. Church Stretton surely needs a new and innovative
event of some sort to ‘show case’ itself for the benefit of the
whole community?
Clive Mabbutt

you a Carer?
New lease of life for Coppice Are
Carer Support Service Carers line
01743 341995
Leasowes Nature Reserve
o you provide unpaid help to
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A

grant application of £4,500 submitted by the joint
venture partnership of CSTC Coppice Leasowes
Management Group (CLMG) & Shropshire
Wildlife Trust (SWT) has been awarded by the Church
Stretton Area Partnership towards the first phase of the
three year project.
This initial stage will be for the creation of new wetlands
areas, and scrapes on the west meadow, and generally
to improve the infrastructure on both the east and west
meadows.
It is hoped that with future successful grants, more
volunteer involvement to enhance the environment and
gain additional habitat, this Nature Reserve can develop
more towards its full potential. This will hopefully
provide opportunities for community involvement,
social engagement for the education of both young and
old, and more of an awareness, and future enjoyment
for residents. Several illustrated awareness boards will be
installed, and following the completion of the first phase,
it is hoped to hold an open day sometime in January
2009.
Further details from Tom Beaumont, Chairman CLMG,
Tel 01694-722533.
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a relative, friend or neighbour,
young or old, who cannot
manage at home without your support
due to frailty, long-term physical or
mental health problems or a learning disability?
If so, then you are a carer.
There may be times when you feel the need for outside
help; local help and support is available in the form of
the Carer Support Service at the Community Council of
Shropshire.
We can help
• We can put you in touch with other helpful services.
• We can help you get practical aids & equipment.
• We can offer you a Carer’s Assessment.
• We can offer training in the handling & moving of people
confined to bed or wheelchair, and ways to cope with
stress.
• We can help you access learning and leisure activities, if
that is what you want.
We can listen. We are here to help.
The Community Council of Shropshire. A Company limited
by guarantee. No. 4652487. Reg. Charity no. 1096779
Glenda Jordan

A Christmas Sparkle

T

he Friends of St Lawrence Primary School would like to invite the ladies of Church Stretton to our Christmas
Sparkle evening on Friday 28th November. We will be offering lots of pampering, so come along and join us for a
fun and relaxing evening. We will have the following to help make your evening sparkle:
★ Beauty treatments
★ A range of complementary therapies
★ Christmas craft stalls
★ Chocolate fountain
★ Christmas flower arrangement demonstrations
★ Children’s Clothes
Lots, lots more
Come and join us.
Tickets are £2.50, and include a glass of wine.
If you would like any further information about the evening or would like to have a stall please contact Jean Molloy on
01694 724506
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Gardening in November

A

quieter time for a while with no urgent
sowing or planting dates to adhere to.
Lawns
Rake up fallen leaves and compost them. Mow
as necessary with the blades set high. Finish
laying turf or making repairs as soon as possible.
Greenhouse
Insulation will be needed now; Bubblewrap polythene is very
good, and if you are buying new this year the larger bubble is
better. A taut wire along the roof ridge will hold it up securely.
Make sure any heater is clean and safe to use. Store dahlias and
cyclamen tubers in boxes of dry compost under the work bench.
chrysanthemums, if not hardy should also be cleaned of soil and
similarly stored in this way - inspect them regularly for any signs
of rotting. Pot on cuttings taken earlier into small pots and water
sparingly. Water pot plants without splashing the foliage and turn
them regularly to ensure even growth.
Vegetables
Harvest as needed and clear vacant ground of weeds. Manure can
be applied now. Check your stored potatoes and other root crops,
removing those that are not keeping well.
Flowers
Now is a good time to plant bare-root roses and other shrubs.
Plant tulips either in pots or straight into the ground. Tidy the
beds, leaving some dead stems as shelter for insects, and seedheads for the birds. A small pile of logs and woody material is also
useful shelter for beneficial wildlife, allowing frogs and toads to
hibernate safely. If you are planning a bonfire for the 5th please
don’t build it in advance - all sorts of small creatures may well be
inside hibernating and unable to escape.
Fruit
Bare-root trees can be planted now, also raspberries, currants and
strawberries. Add a general purpose fertilizer to the soil as you
plant, and stake trees securely. Check on these through the winter
and if frost has lifted the plants tread them down very carefully.
Prune established trees now and tie summer raspberry canes to
their supports, if not already dealt with. Pick and store any late
apples left on the trees if they are sound.
Our next meeting is a talk entitled ‘The Principles of
Pruning’, to be given by John Fannin, on Tuesday 25th November
at 7.30pm, starting with tea and coffee at 7.00 pm in SHI.
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club

I
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Church Stretton School

T

he Church Stretton branch of Flicks
in the Sticks is maintaining its entry
fee at £3, believed to be the lowest in
the South Shropshire area. In order to keep
this going the number of film goers will need
to increase. Regular patrons might consider
bringing a friend to sample the hospitality.

The Englishman who went up a
hill but came down a mountain
Monday 3rd November at 7.30 pm
The residents of a small Welsh town are proud
of their neighbouring mountain. Then a couple
of English surveyors arrive but unfortunately, it
is found to be somewhat short of the requisite
1,000 feet. Cue a less than ethical attempt
by the locals to extend it, then persuade the
surveyors to measure it again. Enjoyably quaint
comedy built around Hugh Grant on top
form. Tara Fitzgerald is a comparatively spiky
love interest, and among the locals, Kenneth
Griffith’s over-pious pastor and Colm Meaney’s
randy landlord Morgan the Goat stand out.
Plenty of understated gags to savour, lovelylooking scenery and some nice observations on
Anglo-Celtic relations.

All Stretton Village Hall
Closing the Ring. Rated 12
Friday 14th November at 7.30pm.
Directed by Richard Attenborough, starring
Christopher Plummer, Shirley MacLaine and
Pete Postlethwaite. A young man searches for
the rightful owner of a ring that belonged to a
WW2 US pilot who crashed just outside Belfast
in 1944.

Love Actually.

Rated 12
Friday 19th December at 7.30pm.
Romantic comedy directed by Richard Curtis,
starring Bill Nighy, Hugh Grant, Emma
Thompson
£4 on the door. Interval refreshments and comfy
seats

Hope Bowdler Village Hall
Elegy
Wednesday 12th November at 7.30pm.
Beautifully adapted from Philip Roth’s 2001
novel The Dying Animal, this melancholy
meditation on aging and desire hangs on an
exquisite performance from Penelope Cruz as a
young woman who becomes the love object of a
man twice her age. It’s easily her finest Englishlanguage performance to date.
Tickets £4 on the door.

StRETTON FOCUS

A Day to Celebrate Our Creativity
ndulge, relax, be creative, and express yourself. Join us on this
day of celebration. There will be lots to do including many
types of dance, workshops, one-to one pamper sessions as
well as musical entertainment from local talent. Feeling inspired
or just plain curious? Put this date in your diary, Saturday 22nd
November. It will be a day for all ages to have fun, and enjoy
a laugh (whether you are taking part or simply watching and
listening). Refreshments will be served all day including lunch in
the comfortable surroundings of Mayfair Community Centre.
Indulge in scrumptious homemade puddings and pies! Other
activities include: ‘Giving and Receiving workshops’- (learn
how to massage); be creative in the art room; face painting;
activities in the crèche and tombola. Booking forms at Mayfair
Community Centre. Monies raised on the day will go to Mayfair
Community Centre and Cancer Research UK.
Enquiries, please contact Angela at Mayfair, 722077
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32 Mayfair Book Sale

I

am very pleased to be able to tell you that the book sale held at the Silvester
Horne Institute, Church Stretton, on Saturday 27th September, to raise
funds for the Mayfair Community Centre was very successful. Over 320
people visited the sale and business was brisk throughout the morning. Over
200 boxes of books were displayed, a total of between 4000-5000 books of all
kinds (adult and children), fiction and non-fiction, as well as a large number of
compact discs. After deduction of expenses the sale realised £1977 for Mayfair.
My sincere thanks go to the people of the area who responded, as always,
so generously to my appeals for books, so enabling such a large selection of
good quality books to be put out at each of my sales. My thanks are also due
to the many volunteers who helped with the arduous task of moving a large
number of boxes of books to and from this address and of arranging them in
the hall Their contribution of transport and willing help generally is vital and
is much appreciated. I must also thank the ladies who provided food and ran
the kitchen. The refreshments (and the cakes were delicious) are a very popular
feature of these sales and are much appreciated!
My next sale, also on behalf of Mayfair, will be on Saturday 6th December
2008. However, on this occasion, as the SHI is not available, the sale will be at
the Parish Centre in Church Street. It will be from 10am to 1pm.
Obviously, it takes time for a large number of books to be brought together,
sorted, priced and organised into subject categories, so may I remind everyone
that I am happy to receive books at any time and will collect them if that is
helpful. My telephone no. is 01694 723292.
Tony Crowe

All Stretton Artists’ Calendar

StRETTON FOCUS NOVEMBER 2008

T

welve artists in All Stretton have kindly offered an original picture to
be made into a calendar for 2009. The pictures are executed in several
different types of media and cover many subject matters, some of them
of local interest; the pictures have been collated to form a unique calendar full of
interest, vibrancy and colour demonstrating the great talents of all these artists.
The publishing costs of this calendar have been sponsored by several very
generous people living in All Stretton. It is a limited edition. It goes on sale in
mid- October for £5.00 and all the profits will go towards the Church Stretton
Sports and Leisure Centre. To launch the calendar, an Art Exhibition is to be
held in All Stretton Village Hall on Saturday November 22nd, 2.30-6.00pm,
and Sunday November 23rd, 10-00am-3.30.pm. This exhibition will display
the twelve pictures used in the calendar together with further examples of the
artists’ work.
Thumbnails of all the pictures and the front cover, can be viewed on www.
allstrettonhistory.org.uk. Please contact Heather Hathaway on 01694 722537
if you would like to place an order.

Bridge Lessons

C

raven Arms Bridge Club is organising a series of six classes, ‘An introduction
to Acol Bridge’. Acol is the standard type of Bridge overseen by The
English Bridge Union. The classes are intended for absolute beginners and
those wishing to return to modern Bridge after a lapse of some years.
There will be a small charge and classes will be held at Culmington Village
Hall on Tuesdays at 7.00pm, starting in February 2009, and given by qualified
Bridge teachers. Anyone interested should phone 01588 672315.
Roger Stokes

Arts Alive
The Last Waltz by the Quondam Theatre Company
poignant comedy with music and songs about the final working day in a
rural railway signal box.
Friday 7th November at 7.30pm. All Stretton Village Hall.
Tickets: Adult £6, Child £4, Family £16 Telephone 01694 732278

A
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tART (Transport to
Art) Events
tART, transport to art, provides low
cost transport for people who live in
Bridgnorth and South Shropshire districts,
and who can’t get to art events. For info &
booking please ring 01694 720012 email:
ringandride@btconnect.com
Please book your event ticket direct
with the ticket organisers. Please book
transport minimum 48 hours before
event.
Thurs 6th Nov 7.30pm Stardust –
Chitraleka, Asian Dance & Music, The
Edge Arts Centre, Much Wenlock,
01952 728509
Fri 7th Nov 7.30pm Quondam
Theatre, The Last Waltz, musical
comedy, All Stretton Village Hall,
01694 723378
Sat 8th Nov 2.30pm matinee Swan
Lake by Vienna Festival Ballet,
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 01952
382382
Sat 8th Nov 7.30pm Maxim Rysanov
& Katya Apekisheva – violin, piano,
cello - Moor Park School, Nr Ludlow,
01584 876141
Fri 14th Nov 8pm Ben Osborne – Dog
Days, Lion Nights, Cardington Village
Hall, 01694 771295
Sat 15th Nov 7.30pm AJTC Theatre
– On The Black Hill, SpArC, Bishops
Castle, 01588 630321
Sat 15th Nov 7pm Ben Osborne – Dog
Days, Lion Nights, Hope Village Hall,
01743 891561
Fri 21st Nov 8pm Have Box Will
Travel by Charlie Dark, musician and
DJ, SpArC,, Bishops Castle, 01588
630321
Sat 22nd Nov 2.30pm Matinee
Scrooge by Musical Theatre Academy,
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 01952
382382
Thurs 27th Nov 7pm Under 18’s
Band Night – performance & showcase
of local bands, Oakengates Theatre,
Telford, 01952 382382
Sat 29th Nov 7.30pm Shoo Shoo
Baby – dry humour, rich harmonies,
wonderful costumes – Habberley
Village Hall, 01743 790126
Sat 29th Nov 12 noon Theatre of
Widdershins – Rapunzel & The Tower
of Doom (age 4+), Shifnal Village Hall,
01952 462787
Sun 30th Nov 6pm Theatre of
Widdershins – Rapunzel & The Tower
of Doom (age 4+), Birchmeadow
Centre, Broseley, 01952 882119
tART listings at
www.mayfaircentre.org.uk
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