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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

1 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

3 SUNDAY

Tea with Bee
£3 to include tea/cakes
+Plant sale. Proceeds to Mayfair
3.00 – 5.00pm Corner Lodge, Trevor Hill,
Church Stretton

4 MONDAY

Play Day – children’s activities
Church Stretton Town Park
12-4pm
Admission Free

5 TUESDAY

Senior Citizens Club
Evening Mystery Tour
6.00 – 9.00pm Ashbrook Court

8 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Farmers Market
9.00 - 1.00pm Market Square

Senior Citizens Club
Talk by Ray Hills
2.30pm URC Hall

10 SUNDAY
Tree Trail

£1.00 for non-members,
2.00pm Parish Centre

See Page 3➤

11 MONDAY

CS Women’s Institute
The URC Garden – with a shared tea
(Red, white and blue theme)
2.30pm URC Church

15 FRIDAY

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

16 SATURDAY

Acton Scott Gardening Club
Summer Show
2.00pm AS Village Hall

See Page 24➤

19 TUESDAY

CS & District Flower Club
Garden Party £5 to inc. afternoon teas
2.30pm Hazler Hill Farm

See Page 38➤
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On in the Strettons in August
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regular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

24 – 25 SUNDAY – MONDAY

All Stretton Women’s Institute

Church Stretton Food Fayre

Reflextherapy with Marion Murdoch
7.30pm AS Village Hall

See Page 21➤

20 WEDNESDAY

29 FRIDAY

Bus Tour plus Slideshow

Country Market

With the National Trust
£8. Details and booking: 722631

8.45am Mayfair

20 - 22 WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY
Pyramid Rock

9.25am Parish Centre

See Page 41➤

The Oﬃcial Church Stretton web site is at
www.churchstretton.co.uk

22 FRIDAY

Country Market
Farmers Market
9.00 – 1.00pm Market Square

‘Bling’ – Design a Teashirt Workshop
£3.50 per person.
10.00 – 1.00pm Mayfair

See Page 42➤

Senior Citizens Club
‘Slides on Norway’ by Janet Longstaff
2.30pm URC Hall

I

f you love trees and you think they are important then you will be interested
in the newly formed Church Stretton Tree Group, which is organising a
series of events over the coming year. Membership is open to all people
interested in the aims of the group which include raising awareness of the
importance of trees and hedgerows, safeguarding our tree cover, planting and
caring for trees and encouraging community involvement. One of the first main
tasks is to plan a survey of significant trees in the parish which we hope will
involve as many people as possible. We do not expect volunteers to be experts so
we will be offering training and plenty of guidance.

Tree Trail

23 – 25 SATURDAY – MONDAY
Teas to Please

2.30 – 6.00pm each day
LS – All Saints' Church

See Page 27➤

Cardington Flower Festival

24 SUNDAY

Pyramid Rock Finale

StRETTON FOCUS

THIS MONTH’S COVER

See Page 41➤

On Sunday 10th August at 2.00pm there will be a Tree Trail around the
town led by Tree Group member Geoff Kynaston and two knowledgeable
colleagues from the International Tree Foundation, John Tuer and Len Salt
(retired head gardener of the Birmingham Botanical Gardens). The walk will
start from outside the Parish Centre and will last around 2 hours. The cost
will be £1.00 for non-members and there will be no charge for Tree Group
members. You can of course join on the day for an annual subscription of £5.00.
No dogs please. The trail covers a wide range of interesting and notable trees
and will be a good start in identifying some of our town trees.
We are hoping to
recruit more members
to help with the planned
activities and support
the work of the group.
More events will be
held in the autumn,
including talks and an
open Question and
Answer event on trees
with an expert panel
to be held on 21st
October at 7.00pm at
the Methodist Church
Hall – put the date in
your diary now.
Oak trees in Clive Avenue
If you would like
more information about the group’s activities and how you can get involved
please contact Hilary Hymas (email: hilary.hymas@virgin.net or tel: 723208) or
Jill Evans membership secretary on 722009.
Hilary Hymas, chair of the Tree Group.

AUgUST 2008

10.30 - 11.30am Parish Centre

Artwork: Paul Miller
Background Photo: Yvonne Beaumont

AS = All Stretton
CA = Craven Arms
CMV = Carding Mill Valley
CS = Church Stretton
HB = Hope Bowdler
LS = Little Stretton
NT = National Trust
SHDC = Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre
SHI = Silvester Horne Institute
TC = Town Council
URC = United Reformed Church

Church Stretton Tree Group

8.45am Mayfair

August 2008 mag.indd 3

Abbreviations

10.00 - 5.00pm School Playing Field

18/7/08 12:11:06

4

Shopping in The Strettons

B

ack up the east side of the High Street to the crossroads this month, taking in more splendid establishments which
would be the envy of many people living in bigger towns and cities.

Mynd Art & Toys

W

hat a pleasure it is to see the beautifully crafted wooden toys in this shop.
Toys like this will last for ever, and your children will be able to pass them
on to your grandchildren! The shop itself is such a wonderland of delightful
playthings that, whatever the age of the child or the size of your budget you will be
able to find something here, and probably something that you won’t find in the bigger
shops. Once you have indulged your children or grandchildren, don’t forget to look
for a treat for yourself among the various local art and crafts on display. Add to this
the wide range of art materials, pictures and card, as well as the skill of the proprietor
in framing and helping you to choose a frame, and you will see that this is a shop to
treasure.

Clee Hill Electrics

I

f you have always assumed that it was bound to be cheaper to shop
for electrical goods in the big stores, think again. On your doorstep is
a shop that can often rival the major chains for price, and which will
deliver and install your purchase at a time to suit you without giving you
the hard sell over questionable insurance policies. If you aren’t clear about
the bewildering array of audio-visual equipment now available, they will
explain how to choose what is most suitable for you, and also come and
set it all up for you. And finally, there is
the very useful facility of being able to
take in your used batteries for recycling.

Salts

T

his is another of Church Stretton’s ‘Tardis’ shops – from the outside it looks like a
small kitchen equipment store, but once you are inside there is an amazing amount
to choose from. Not only can you find cooking utensils and kitchen tools, but there
are stylish crockery, cutlery, gadgets, cookery books, small electrical items such as torches,
dozens of greetings cards of all types and much more. In addition, their range of jams and
marmalades makes this a shop you have to visit! The firm has been in business from its
purpose-built premises ever since 1901, and once you have been in you can see why. Don’t
forget to look at the outside of the building as you come out – it is one of the more notable
buildings of the town.
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The Dog Shop

H

ere is another place in the town where you can happily spend
an hour or two browsing among the multitude of second hand
goods; many a grandparent must bless this shop for its wide
selection of toys for visiting grandchildren, some of them at knock
down prices. There seems to be no limit to the range of things available,
from the usual clothes, books and toys to pot plants, golf clubs, kitchen
equipment and small items of furniture. We must also mention the work
that the charity does to help to care for and re-home unwanted dogs.
Many of the pets that you see around Church Stretton will have been
taken in by generous people who have seen the photo of the animal in the
window and decided to take
pity on it.

Sue Ryder Shop

T

he Sue Ryder Foundation is one of the unsung heroes of the charity
world, working tirelessly to improve the lives of people with debilitating
and terminal illnesses. This shop has a splendid collection of goods on
sale, mostly second hand, and all of good quality. The shop has very little space,
but nevertheless there is every chance that you will find something here to
enjoy. We are lucky that our three charity shops have different characters, and
that we can not only buy things which are often as good as new, but also find a
welcoming home for things that we can no longer use.
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van Doesburgs

H

ow many of our readers can pass the window of van Doesburgs without feeling
a strong temptation to pop in and buy something, even though we know we
shouldn’t? The food here is just so delicious - not only the excellent local produce,
delicatessen and cheeses but also the wonderful home-made meals, bread, cakes, salads and
puddings – that it would be easy to provide a complete dinner party for guests without
doing any cooking at all. The made-to-order sandwiches provide more than just a snack if
you are off into the hills with a packed meal, and if you would rather just sit in the sun for
lunch you can get a hot drink to go with it.

Stretton Traidcraft

W

StRETTON FOCUS
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in the uneasy peace. While Traidcraft’s Nairobi-based
partners were relatively unaffected, this has not been the case
for rural-based producers and key areas in the Rift Valley
have become out-of-bounds to anybody from the ‘wrong’
community. The loss of access to markets has caused real
hardship as their products cannot be got to market.
The situation in Zimbabwe is even worse. The producer
‘Design Inc’ based in the capital Harare has for many years
been a Traidcraft supplier but now its business is suffering
greatly from hyper-inflation. Initially, their full complement
of staff had been able to report for work but the future was
uncertain. Production has continued but because of the
uncertain climate their products are not appearing in the
Traidcraft catalogue for the time being, nevertheless products
are being advertised by Traidcraft as-and-when they become
available. The situation has since deteriorated as inflation has
caused the cost of travel by public transport to soar to the
extent that the Design Inc. workforce is finding it extremely
difficult to be able to meet travel costs and the factory has
had to resort to a three-day week.
The Indian Ocean tsunami of Boxing Day 2004 had a
devastating impact on many coastal communities of South
India. Traidcraft is now involved in an EU project on the
India State
of Kerala to
help small
enterprises get
off the ground.
The trainers
have been
working with
local groups
and the trained
are now ‘master
trainers’ passing
on what they
have learnt to
others.
It is
gratifying to
see the greatly
increasing
availability of
Fair Trade products in shops, including Church Stretton
shops. Complacency with what has been achieved is
certainly not appropriate for there is still a long way to go to
obtain a fair deal for producers in the developing world (and
for those in the UK too).
Don Clow

August 2008

hat is sold on the Traidcraft stall at Mayfair
every Thursday morning is helping to fulfil the
Traidcraft plc’s primary objective of helping
the poor work their way out of poverty. Last year, Stretton
Traidcraft sold about £8800 worth of foods, crafts, and paper
goods – our highest annual turnover since we started up! The
Stretton Traidcraft team are very grateful for all those who
support us whether at Mayfair or at other events and far, far
more important than supporting us is that you have been
helping to make a real difference to lives of thousands of the
poorest in the developing world.
Producers trying to work their way out of poverty
not infrequently encounter major stumbling blocks in
achieving that end and Traidcraft often is able to help
suppliers to survive. One of the key features of Traidcraft’s
activities is to develop and maintain long-term relationships
with producers. This is well illustrated by the Jute Works
in Bangladesh. Its products appeared in the very first
Traidcraft catalogue over twenty years ago and still feature
in the current catalogue. In spite of the 2007 floods the
Bangladeshis have succeeded in maintaining production. The
Jute Works Director said they did not want aid but ‘what we
require for our artisans is an opportunity to work’. This is a
typical response – most people want
to work their way out of poverty.
A well-established trading
relationship can be critical should
natural disaster or man-made
catastrophe hit a community and
Traidcraft is often able to help those
who had suffered to pick up the
pieces.
This year the news has been
dominated (until the media lost
interest) by other major disasters
in Asia – cyclone Nargis hitting
Myanmar and the major earthquake
in southern China. Although
disasters may stem from natural
causes, the consequences for poor
people are often magnified by
human incompetence or stupidity.
What Traidcraft is often able to do
in such situations is to help rebuild people’s livelihood by
providing them with the means to work their way out of
poverty by providing a market for goods they produce and
the training to make their small businesses more effective.
Earlier in the year several development projects in Kenya
were halted because of serious politically-motivated tribal
conflict. Fortunately they are now re-establishing themselves
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Cleanest Town Competition Clean Britain Awards 2008
By Order of the Mayor:
It is hereby decreed that, from the first day of
August to the last day of October 2008, any person
or persons seen dropping litter or in any other way
besmirching the appearance of our fair town will
be deemed to be sabotaging our rightful claim to
be judged the “Cleanest Town” in the land. The
punishment for said offences is to be consigned
forthwith to the public workhouse for ten full days
and be put to hard labour breaking stones.

O

h to have the same powers that my
mayoral predecessors had in dealing with
miscreants of yore! Instead, I am confined
to beseeching all residents to regard themselves
as honorary “Pride of Place” Volunteers for the
duration of the judging for the “Cleanest Town”
competition. It is, in very large measure, due to
the unstinting efforts of the 17 permanent such
Volunteers over the last five years that Church
Stretton has been nominated for this prestigious
Award. By way of thanks and support to those
Volunteers, I hope the rest of us will rally round
for the three months of the judging, as many did
in the clean-up weekend at the end of July, and
each take responsibility for not creating any litter
ourselves, and, if necessary, reminding others of
their responsibility (especially in the rail station
shelters with bins within ten yards!). The children
of St. Lawrence’s School and local Scouts have
already set an example by pledging to undertake
periodic litter picks. Would not it be good if
we all, of any age, took pride in keeping our
community clean, not just for three months, but
for all time!
Bob Welch
Town Mayor& Chairman
Church Stretton Town Council

Please Help Us To Help You

W

hilst local authorities are mostly responsible for
promoting cleanliness throughout the UK, the expanded
Clean Britain Awards now include local community
groups involved in cleaning initiatives in conjunction with their
Councils. This is the chief reason why SSDC Streetscene officers
decided to enter Church Stretton into this prestigious national
award – the first Shropshire town to have been entered.
The inspection criteria cover…roadways - including gutters
and drains; pavements; pathways and cycle ways; steps; verges and
banks; parks, gardens and public areas; public car parks; public
toilets; signage & street furniture; litter & waste bins; public access
areas such as bus and train stations and shopping areas. Towns will
be inspected and graded for: first impression, overall standards
of cleanliness, litter and other detritus, fly tipping, chewing gum
deposit, dog fouling deposit, waste bin provision, street furniture
cleanliness, graffiti and overgrown hedgerows.
These prestigious awards are promoted by the British Cleaning
Council, sponsored by Cleaning & Maintenance & Gum Busters,
and endorsed by Network Rail, the Highways Agency, CPRE,
Encams, Visit Britain and CIWM. What an opportunity for our
Town Council, Pride of Place and Church Stretton residents to
help gain extra real support from SSDC, Network Rail and the
Highways Agency - and give us even more community Pride of
Place in our pretty little town.
Towns will be visually inspected from a resident or visitor’s
perspective – with impressions gained for each criteria noted by the
inspector. ALL the town will be included, and inspection visits will
take place at anytime between August and the end of October: they
will be unannounced and will last a minimum of half a day. Awards
will be announced in March 2009.
Residents, please, if you can, join the campaign and do your
bit to help keep your pavement, street, area and town even neater,
cleaner and more attractive this summer and autumn! We hope to
announce our co-ordination plans very soon which will tie in with
the planned clean up on the week-end of the 26th and 27th July.
Pride of Place Team – (Tel: 751245)

Transport to Arts Events

1.What is the longest river that flows into the mediterranean?
2.Which English artist gave his name to devices or contraptions that are absurdly complex in design?
3.What was the name of Henry VIII’s fourth wife?
4.What is the name of the home of English rugby union?
5.What is a group of eight singers called?
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Trivia Corner No 57 by Ken Willis

August 2008

tART, transport to Art could be the answer! Bridgnorth District Council and South Shropshire
District Council have worked in partnership to create a transport scheme to arts events for people
who live in these districts, with the help of Shropshire Access Partnership funding. As the scheme
is funded charges to passengers are kept really low. The scheme is being run by Church Stretton Ring and Ride, working in
partnership with other community transport providers across the area. If you have an event you’d like to register with this
scheme or are interested in travelling to one of the events please call tel: 01694 720012 or email: ringandride@btconnect.com
19th July - 3rd August Church Stretton Arts Festival info 01694 724094
Sunday 24th August 12 noon to 6 pm Open air concert part of Bridgnorth Music Festival, Bridgnorth High Street, Free.
Raising funds for Hope House
Sunday 24th & Monday 25th August 11am - 5pm Children’s Festival - Family based, free entry, Sports, Arts, Fun, Toddler
area. Coaching, competitions etc., Oldbury Wells School, Bridgnorth, Free admission 07929 835795
Friday 29th, Saturday 30th, Sunday 31st August Shrewsbury International Street Theatre Festival. FREE

18/7/08 12:11:08
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Coppice Leasowes Nature Reserve (CLNR)

I

t would appear that not everybody is aware that we have
a Nature Reserve in Church Stretton, which is sometimes
referred to as Primrose Wood to ‘where one walks the dog’.
Well, this Open Space became the first ever Local Nature
Reserve owned by a Parish or Town Council in England on 1
September 1998. The land was donated to Church Stretton
Town Council in December 1997. Many local residents have
helped in the formulation and preservation of this reserve,
which is situated either side of the A49, since that time.
Following the CLNR Management Group Meeting
on 16 June, it was agreed to investigate the development
of a Wetlands Area on the west side of the A49, to where
sheep can be seen grazing, for part of the year. On viewing
the site with Shropshire Wildlife Trust (SWT) it was
decided to undertake a joint venture between CLNR &
SWT to prepare a grant application for a wetlands area,
and to enhance other areas of Coppice Leasowes. If this is
successful, we could develop a more active Nature Reserve

for wildlife, wild flower planting, for the enjoyment of
Church Stretton residents, and the visitors who enjoy this
area of natural beauty.
This venture will need to take into account many
other factors, such as existing watercourses, co-ordination
and co-operation with various authorities, and to also gain
‘match-funding’ towards the grant. The CLNR is therefore
pleased to be working in conjunction with the SWT County
Area office, and the local Church Stretton Branch on this
proposed scheme.
As mentioned under ‘Council Matters’ we are thinking
of forming a ‘Friends of Coppice Leasowes Group’ somewhat
similar to the volunteer base to the National Trust & the
CSATG station gardening group, also the Rectory Wood
group.
Further information can be obtained from Councillor
Tom Beaumont, Chairman of CLNR Management Group.
Cllr Tom Beaumont

StRETTON FOCUS August 2008

Bugs and Beasties in the Cemetery

An intrepid group of children and parents spent a morning exploring
the hidden delights of the old cemetery in Cunnery Road. The event was
funded by Caring for God’s Acre and was run by Shropshire Wildlife Trust in
conjunction with the local
branch. Thirteen youngsters
armed with nets and bug
pots found a multitude of
woodlice, spiders - including
wolf spiders, a brilliantly
coloured cardinal beetle,
dung flies and a predator
empid fly. The event was
part of an invertebrate
survey which is being carried
out by Ian Cheeseborough
for the Wildlife Trust. It was
an enjoyable event and we
hope to do more of this sort
of thing. Anyone interested
can contact Diane Monether at Shropshire Wildlife Trust on 01743 284296 or
email dianem@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk
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Church Stretton Town Council – Community Matters
Feedback

Brooksbury Recreation Ground
Following the Public meeting in May, a questionnaire
was
distributed at various locations in the town and an
he Town Council genuinely wants to hear your
excellent
response was received. These responses are being
views and to receive responses to its requests for
collated
and,
together with feedback from local sporting
information on the topics set out below – the
clubs,
will
be
used to formulate a draft proposal for the new
deadline for feedback on all this month’s items is Friday
pavilion
and
improvements
to the fields. Once this has been
19 September, except for the response to the Unitary
done,
a
further
public
meeting
will be called before the final
Council proposals, for which the deadline is Wednesday
design
is
submitted
for
planning
permission. Again, please
13 August. We are making arrangements for you to be able
keep
an
eye
on
local
notice
boards
and Website for further
to give feedback in the future on the town web-site www.
details.
churchstretton.co.uk but, for the present, please either email
Parking Enforcement
to enquiries@churchstretton.co.uk or in writing to: Town
The Town Council is working closely with the Chamber
Clerk, Church Stretton Town Council, 60, High Street,
of
Trade
in pressing for a more sensible parking enforcement
Church Stretton, SY6 6BY.
regime
that
does not frighten shoppers away to the manifest
Town Plan 2008-2013
detriment
of
local traders, as well as backing the extension
For the first time, the Town Council has set out its
of
the
time
restriction
on on-street parking from one to
priorities for what it wants to achieve between now and the
two
hours.
A
related
issue
is whether town centre residents
next full local election. This draft Plan has now been issued
would
wish
to
have
a
residents’
permit scheme and, if so,
for public consultation. Copies will be available in the Town
what
cost
would
they
regard
as
reasonable?
Please make your
Council office, the Library and the Visitor Information
views
known
on
any
parking-related
issues,
as well as to
Centre and it is posted on the town’s website.
the
forthcoming
formal
public
consultation
by the County
The Plan identifies six main priorities relating to:
Council
specifically
on
the
proposed
change
in the on-street
sustaining social and economic well-being, establishing the
parking
time
restriction.
Details
can
be
found
on the Town
town’s marketing profile as the “Heart of the Shropshire
Website.
Hills”, making the town centre more pedestrian-friendly,
Re-cycling Skips
safeguarding local shops and markets by increasing the
Now that South Shropshire Housing Association
footfall, while reducing the carbon footprint, upgrading
has
started
building on the Lutwyche Road ‘car park’, it
community facilities and the drainage infra-structure
is
necessary
to re-locate the re-cycling skips there. The
and promoting more joined-up planning by working
Council
has
also received representations from the residents
constructively with the new unitary authority.
in
King’s
and
Queen’s Court, asking for the re-cycling
The Plan also lists an extensive range of subsidiary
skips
in
the
Lion
Meadow car park (opposite the Co-op)
aims that we wish to advance, substantially by working in
to
be
transferred
to
the SSDC coach park by the station
partnership with other organisations and businesses, as well
(currently
the
location
of green re-cycling only on Tuesdays),
as interested individuals, so offers of assistance with any of
because
of
the
day
and
night noise nuisance, the litter and
these aims, in which you are interested, will be gratefully
a
worsening
rat
infestation.
The Town Council is in urgent
received. The Council recognises that it can only be effective
consultation
with
the
re-cycling
contractors and with SSDC
by working with others.
but
would
welcome
feedback
from
others on this resident
Council By-Elections
recommendation
for
re-locating
all
of the re-cycling skips
The Council was pleased to receive more offers of
together
on
the
coach
park.
co-option to the Council than the three council seats
Community Event Dates 2009
now vacant (two in Church Stretton South and one in
The Town Council is working closely with the Chamber
All Stretton). The Council decided that the fairest way of
of
Trade
and Christmas Lights Committee to co-ordinate the
selecting candidates, in keeping with our “Quality” status
switching-on
of the Christmas lights with a Christmas Fayre.
would be by election. Accordingly, subject to 10 electors for
For
the
last
two years, the Town Council has produced,
each ward calling for elections, it is hoped that contested
in
association
with
the Area Tourism Group a well-received
elections will take place later this month. We do hope that
calendar
leaflet
of
(non-commercial)
community and
as many residents as possible will take part in the voting,
sporting
events
throughout
the
coming
year, sharing this
demonstrating the increasing local interest in community
information
with
other
promotional
publications.
This
affairs.
has
proved
challenging
as
many
community
organisations,
Unitary Council
running major events that they wish to promote widely
As from April 2009, Shropshire will become a Unitary
Council and South Shropshire District Council will cease to have not been confirming the dates for the events early
exist. The Town Council is working hard in negotiating with enough in the preceding year to meet the print deadlines of
local, regional and national publications. For that reason,
both Councils in order to secure a good deal for Church
Stretton. We are fighting our corner to ensure that the grass community organisations are urgently requested to supply
roots tier is not overlooked in terms of services and funding. to the Town Council, in writing as soon as possible, the
following information about their main events in 2009:
St Dunstan’s Plaque
• the title of the community event
The Council has ordered a commemorative plaque
• the date(s) of the event
which will be sited at the Maltings (Stretton Antiques
• a contact phone number (that they are willing to have
Market) by kind permission of Percy Tarbuck. The plaque
published)
commemorates the strong link the town has with St.
•
a
web-site address (if available)
Dunstan’s and the use of that building between 1940 and
continued on page 13
1946 as a rehabilitation centre for blind service men and
women.

T
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Church Stretton Town Council ... continued
Market
As from 1 August 2008, a new person will be operating
the franchise for the Town Council, for the Thursday
market. We hope to increase the variety of stallholders but to
definitely keep the long-standing ones, ie. fish, greengrocer,
meats, plants etc. The greengrocer lorry will be parked in
the allocated area in Churchway and all debris/boxes etc. to
be regularly cleared from walkways. Constructive feedback
from residents would be appreciated in the future months, in
writing, to the Town Council office in the High Street.
A similar investigation will also be conducted for the
fortnightly farmers’ Friday market and again the possibility
of going ‘the franchise way’ to where applications will be
invited in due course.
There is, in addition to these two markets, a Saturday
representation on the Market Square which will operate on a
more temporary basis throughout the year.

Coppice Leasowes Nature Reserves (CLNR)
Following a meeting of the Coppice Leasowes
Management Group (CLMG) on 16th June 2008, we would
like to inform residents of future aspirations to develop
this nature reserve to introduce a wildfowl wetlands area
on the west side of the A49. This will be in conjunction
with the Shropshire Wildlife Trust. As one can appreciate
there are many areas to investigate with respect to water
courses, grants and various institutions, to maybe form
partnership arrangements. When further details are known
and developed we will keep the residents of Church Stretton
informed but in the meantime, we are thinking of forming
a “Friends of Coppice Leasowes Group”. Further details can
be obtained from Cllr Tom Beaumont, Chairman of the
CLNR. Please telephone him on: 01694 722533.
Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Tom Beaumont, Councillor

Church Stretton and District Chamber of Trade

B

Swedish Chicken.

Aug 08 four extra.indd 1

Heat margarine and curry powder
in a frying pan and brown the
chicken in the curry mixture.
Sprinkle the chicken with garlic
salt, and a dash of cayenne
pepper. Pack chicken pieces in
a roasting tin. Put one teasp of
orange juice and one teasp honey
on each thigh. Cover and cook
slowly in oven for one hour. Serve
with rice, salad and dry wine.
It is really good!

“Her Ladyship”

StRETTON FOCUS
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never could resist a recipe with a story to it. This one was
given to me by a friend some time ago.
It is a recipe that was dedicated to Oil Patch Wives and
the men who were the pioneers of the oil and gas industry
at the start of the development of oil and gas in Alberta,
Canada.
Ingredients:
10 chicken thighs with skin
3 tablespoons margarine
2 tablespoons curry powder
1 teasp Fresh orange juice and.1 teasp honey for each thigh
garlic salt and cayenne pepper

AUGUST 2008

rief synopsis of meeting convened by Chamber of Trade with Park Right – 9th June 2008 Present: Councillors from
Town, District and County Councils, Leader of Shrewsbury and Atcham and Park Right. Letter of support from
Philip Dunne MP
Martin Huszak, Chairman of the Chairman of the Chamber of Trade said that County and District Councils are
pouring money into economic development plans and tourism strategies. Walkers are Welcome and Better Welcome
volunteers are beavering away to improve tourism but, with one fell swoop, Park Right is undoing all their efforts.
Traders and members of the public addressed many concerns, particularly how the present Park Right regime had a
detrimental effect on their economic and social life. They felt that wardens were inconsiderate and aggressive and were
driving visitors out of Church Stretton into other towns. Everyone recognised that enforcement is needed and those who
flout the law repeatedly should receive a ticket, but administration should be fair with due regard to the logistical problems
of the area. However, the system of enforcement between market towns in Shropshire was inequitable, some towns receiving
non-stop enforcement, whilst others remained virtually untouched.
The Chamber of Trade and the Town Council were pleased to learn that at last the County Council recognised there
were problems and were now endeavouring to address and rectify them. It was reported that the no-return within two hours
regulation will no longer apply in areas such as Sandford Avenue, where it is unworkable.
Included in the issues discussed were:
• Traffic Wardens – reduction in the number of days present in Church Stretton; a warden particularly dedicated to
Church Stretton, community-minded and sympathetic to the particular needs of the area.
• Increase in observation time before a ticket was issued is to be investigated.
• On-street parking: One to two hours increase, although supported by the Town Council, SCC now report that any
change must be advertised around the end of June. The Chamber of Trade will produce a standard letter, available in various
shops/cafes, and strongly urged traders and residents to sign, indicating their preference for either one or two hours on-street
parking.
The Chamber of Trade and the Town Council were very pleased with the outcome of the meeting and spoke as one
in the interests of their town and community. They have agreed to meet at a later date to monitor proposed changes and
progress on the various other issues raised at the meeting.
Martin Huszak, Chairman, Church Stretton & District Chamber of Trade
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Quaker Voice

Y

ou know the story about asking
directions and being told, “If I were
you, I wouldn’t start from here.” I’ve
been reminded of it several times recently.
Today I have been trying to work out
how to get to a committee meeting in London that starts at
10am on a Sunday morning. It is definitely not something
to be attempted if you are starting from Church Stretton!
(The best answer I came up with was to drive to Pershore on
Saturday evening, leave the car with a Friend there, get the
train to Paddington and stay over night.)
I also thought of it when I put my head round the door
of a colleague’s classroom where an A-level Maths lesson was
just finishing. “Where is God?” one of the sixth form boys
was asking. The conversation went nowhere. He repeated the
question, still nothing. If he wanted a discussion about belief
in God, or the existence of God then, I thought, “I wouldn’t
start from here.” My colleague indicated I should join
in. “That’s not a very useful question,” I said, “it assumes
a particular understanding of God”. The conversation
got going. One of the students started to use the word
anthropomorphic and then realised he wasn’t going to be
understood. “Thinking that God is a man up there with a
long white beard” he explained. I collected what I needed
and left. I don’t know if the conversation got anywhere but
at least the exploration had set off.
Sometimes the blockage to our understanding comes
from starting from the wrong place. If we start by making
an assumption, then it is not always easy to stand back and
free ourselves sufficiently to find a better starting place. I
assumed that if my meeting was on Sunday, then I had to
leave home very early that morning. It took me a long time
to start looking at the options for leaving home on Saturday
evening. It’s even harder to untangle yourself when you are
asking questions about God.
Lesley Richards

June Weather

Methodist Voice

Everything has its consequences ….
urrounded by the peace and tranquillity
of our beautiful countryside and relative
affluence of our community, it is
tempting to become a little complacent and feel protected in
our microcosm from the economic turmoil the whole world
is currently experiencing. Global increases in fuel and food
costs, world-wide economic downturn, fears of inflation
etc. are heard daily on the news yet on the surface life in
the Strettons is much as normal. We don’t have food riots,
generally there’s petrol at the pumps, we’re not intimidated
at the voting booths and climate change is not yet having a
devastating effect on our local environment, yet our relative
ease and affluence may sometimes be to the detriment of
others far away.
Next time you jet off for that foreign holiday or purchase
some consumer goods that are just the latest fashion or not
absolutely necessary, please consider the ethical consequences
of your actions. Are that flight and its associated CO2
emissions really justified? Is the bargain fashion exploiting
child labour somewhere? Is the latest must have appliance
just replacing something which will be thrown away?
Everything we do has its consequences which we all
sometimes would prefer to ignore.
Jon Cooke

S

T

1997 - £2217.62
1998 - £2355.00
1999 - £2174.01
2000 - £2376.97
2001 - £3059.84
2002 - £2501.45
2003 - £3550.93
2004 - £3574.57
2005 - £3566.40
2006 - £3554.20
2007 - £3916.51
2008 - £4580.72
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ot a very inspiring month in fact rather on the cool
side if anything; we never seem to get shot of that
chilly wind. Only on one day was it really warm
enough to sunbathe and the summer barbecue was hardly
used. There were only two days over 80F the 9th and 10th
and after that it was downhill all the way. The highest ever
in June was 86F in 2000 and the most days of 80F and over
was in 2004 when we had six such days.
Rainfall wasn’t much to write home
about either, just 1.28 inches. The mean
rainfall for June is 2.69 inches so we were
well below that but even so above the 0.48
in 1976 but what a change from last year
when we had those dreadful downpours
which did so much damage in Doncaster
and Tewkesbury and left us with 6.72
inches. No thunder recorded during the
month.
We had 24 dry days and the sun shone on 20 of them.
The longest dry run was from the 1st to the 12th. Thereafter
the mainly dry month was punctuated here and there by a
day of showers.
Robert Smart
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Christian Aid Week

hanks to all donors, and especially to all who
worked so hard as collectors and organisers, for
the magnificent result of this year’s Christian Aid
Week - a total of £4,580.72. This is by a wide margin
the best result ever!

T

Roy Coad

Save the Children

hank you to everyone who gave generously to
our street collection on Saturday 21st June. A
grand total of £198.77 was collected, mostly in
pouring rain.
Thank you, also, those stalwarts who stood in the rain
and never complained. Their efforts were well rewarded.
E A Wainwright
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Come for Food – Stay for Fun

T

hat’s the motto of our Food Fayre and that’s exactly
what you should expect when you come along this
bank holiday weekend – lots of food and fun! Our
two day programme is included
in this issue of the magazine so
there’s no excuse for missing out
on anything during the weekend.
We’ve tried hard to ensure that
many of our major attractions
don’t clash although with so
much going on, you’ll probably
have to make some choices. With
all day cookery demonstrations,
all day kids entertainments, all
day music plus lots of other
timetabled attractions, – there’ll
be something for everyone to
enjoy. And let's not forget the
food, drink and craft stalls which
will be there – make sure you bring lots of cash to buy the
delicious delicacies that will tempt you as you browse the
stalls, many of which will be new this year.

And don’t forget that the weekend is also about
relaxing… so do remember to spare some time to chill out sit, chat and just pass the time of day (hopefully in glorious
sunshine). There will be plenty of
eateries to tempt your tastebuds
whether you want breakfast,
lunch or simply mid morning
snacks….. and lots of liquid
refreshments too. We’ve got it all
covered!
And if you want something
a bit more energetic, then come
along on Sunday evening and bop
to the sounds of The Trensetts
playing all those ‘golden oldies’
we still remember from the sixties
and seventies.
As a special ‘taster’ we
include here the recipes that
our celebrity chef will be cooking on the day – all healthy
eating and easy to make choices which should get your
mouth watering.

AUgUST 2008
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More recipes on next page
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South Shropshire Ramblers Five short Sunday walks for August

StRETTON FOCUS AUgUST 2008

A

s part of the summer walks programme, South
Shropshire Ramblers Association are organising four
short walks of 5 to 7 miles (about 3 - 4 hours) during
August 2008. Each will be arranged by a walks leader. The
pace will be gentle to suit all members of the group. Visitors
are very welcome; regret no dogs, walking boots advised.
Bring a snack and a drink and wear suitable outdoor clothing
for the English summer!

woodland, with just one hill. (Note that this Brockton is
reached from Craven Arms by travelling west along the A489
taking the turn through Lydbury North and continuing for a
mile. Or from Bishop’s Castle, travel south along the B4385
for 2 miles.) Map ref 328 858 Exp 216 Leader: Joy –
tel: 01694 722512

August 31st meet at 10.30am at The Bog car park for a
gentle meander over the Stiperstones. Boots essential for any
walks on these rocks! Map ref 357 978 Exp 217 Leader:
August 3rd meet at 10.30am at Bishop’s Castle auction yard
for a 7 mile walk over the Wintles and along the Camlad valley. Frank – tel: 01746 787325
Map ref 324 886 Exp 216 Leader: Bob – tel: 07897 445954
Time to try a longer walk? On Sunday August 3rd we
meet at 10.00am in Bucknell, by the village school, for a
August 10th meet at 10.30am by the river bridge in
Leintwardine for a 7 mile walk through the hills and valleys longer walk of 9 miles. We make a flat start from Bucknell
of Shelderton with excellent views. Map ref 405738 Exp 203 village and go along the river Redlake across Adleymoor and
open fields. This is followed by a short climb up to Hopton
Leaders: Phil & Betty – tel: 01547 540479
Wood, where the walk now takes a gently undulating route
through mixed woodland, finishing with a balcony walk and
August 17th meet at 10.30am at the East side of Church
Stretton station for a robust walk of 5 miles over Ragdon and fine views up the Redlake valley to Chapel Lawn. We then
make a gentle descent through Bucknell Wood to finish.
Helmeth. Map ref 456 936 Exp 217 Leader: Claire –
There are plenty of stops along the way to admire the views.
tel: 01694 722754
Map ref 354 736 Exp 201 Leader: Mike –
tel: 01547 530179
August 24th meet at 10.30am at the lay by near the bridge
Martin Shepley
in Brockton for a gentle walk along sunken lanes and scenic
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Food Fayre Programme 2008
Main
Arena

Cookery Marquee

Entertainment
Marquee
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Showground

SUNDAY 24th AUG
Craft Workshops * Blacksmith
Demonstrations & Horse Shoeing * Childrens
Circus Skills * Bouncy Castles * Face
Painting * Climbing Wall - ON ALL DAY!

10:00

11:00

12:00

Falconry
Display
12:00 to
12:45

Cottage Herbery
Essential Herbs
11:15 to 11:45

Youth Band 11:15
to 12:00

Mark Earnden & Junior
Chef Prize Winner
Healthy Food for Modern
Families 12:00 to 13:00

Youth Band
12:45 to 13:30

Graeme Perks
Young Chef Awards
13:30 to 13:45

13:00

The Chef from
The Pound
14:00 to 15:00
Mark Earnden Great
British Fast Food/
Fair Trade Smoothies
15:30 to 16:30

14:00

15:00

FOOD FAYRE OFFICIAL OPENING
11.00am

Gardeners' Question Time
with Radio Shropshire
13:00 to 14:00
Funk Band
14:15 to 15:00
Funk Band
15:45 to 16:30

17:00
MONDAY 25th AUG
10:00

11:00

12:00

Folk
Dancing
10:45 to
11:15

Ray Hall of The White
House 10.15 to 11:00

Folk
Dancing
12:45 to
13:15

Mark Earnden & Junior
Chef Prize Winner
Healthy Food for Modern
Families
12:00 to 13:00

Brass Band
12:15 to 12:45

Brass Band
13:15 to 13:45

Falconry
Display
15:00 to
15:45

Ed Van Doesburg
14:15 to 15:00

Mark Earnden Great
British Fast Food/Fair
Trade Smoothies
15:30 to 16:30
Brass Band
16:15 to 16:45

16:00
17:00
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Belly Dancing
14:00 to 15:00

FOOD

FAYRE CLOSES
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Folk
Dancing
14:15 to
14:45

August 2008

15:00

Craft Workshops * Blacksmith
Demonstrations & Horse Shoeing * Childrens
Circus Skills * Bouncy Castles * Face
Painting * Climbing Wall - ON ALL DAY !

Falconry
Display
11:30 to
12:15

13:00

14:00

Brass Band
10:15 to 10:45
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Walk of the Month – Bog Bakes and Stiperscones (part 2)
Distance: 4 miles
Time: 2 hours

I

StRETTON FOCUS August 2008

left you last month, happily munching your way
through your lunch at the pub after your long
morning’s walk. I hope you’ve taken in your
surroundings because the Stiperstones Inn really is an
amazing place. (I’m convinced it’s really a 21st Century
Brigadoon …. only popping into existence whenever some
weary walkers reach it’s welcoming door!) It has that sleepy,
undisturbed atmosphere of a place that’s been dormant for
years. You walk in and you see the same faces inside as you
saw the last time you visited – which could be months ago
for you but for them… who knows? Whatever its location
in the space-time continuum, there’s no doubt that this
place has multiple functions – including shop, post office,
internet cafe and community centre. But beware - it’s
a bit like the Bog - once there, you’ll find it incredibly
hard to leave! Not only is the atmosphere welcoming, the
internal layout interesting, the hospitality great and the
food fantastic, but it has the extra attraction of the shop/
Post Office next door. This is just like Dr Who’s Tardis –
tiny on the outside but impossibly big once you get in.
This place sells everything – and cheaply. In particular, it’s
a chocoholics paradise as there is a fantastic selection here –
all much cheaper than you’ll find in the more usual outlets.
Not that you’ll have any room for chocolate after the huge
lunch portions you’ve just polished off in the pub! But you
could always get some to nibble on the way back to the
Bog. (Did I mention by the way that this particular walk
is all about eating? You will definitely be consuming more
calories than you use up today!)
Ok – I think you’ve procrastinated long enough – time
to hit the road again or we won’t get back to the Bog before
it closes – and that would never do! Leaving the pub, turn
right, going slightly back along the road you came in on
and immediately right again into a wide track going up
Perkins Beach Dingle. Now’s when you will regret that huge
Ploughmans or that enormous wedge of Whinberry pie you
indulged in at the pub, because it’s a long uphill climb back
to the top of the Stiperstones ridge. There is a lower level
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Looking back down Perkins Beach Dingle

alternative but where would be the fun in that? After all, it
wouldn’t be a proper walk if you didn’t expend some effort!
So come on – head down, grit your teeth and dig in for the
long haul up…. a mere 30 minutes to the top, that’s all!
Watch out for the black and white border collie that lives
in the farmhouse on your left - just before you reach a gate.
This dog adores walkers and runs like mad when he sees you
coming. He rushes all the way behind his house to reach
the top field near the path where he then dashes up and
down until you finally reach him. If you had a pot of tea at
the pub - you might still have a biscuit left over to give this
eager beaver. (Being a very ‘sophisticated’ establishment, the
Stiperstones Inn always gives you biscuits with your tea). But
adorable as this dog is, you can’t linger here forever – your
hill awaits!

Looking west from Shepherd's Rock (see below)
Just after a large scree area, the path forks uphill to
the right. (Make sure you don’t continue straight ahead at
this point). Eventually the path narrows into a small gully,
which continues to the top of the ridge, finally emerging at
the cairn you passed on your outward journey earlier today.
You’re now back at Shepherd’s Rock and have done the first
half of a figure of eight.
I once witnessed a very peculiar sight at this
very cairn. I was out with Alan Garner (from Secret
Hills Holidays), leading a group of walkers around
the Stiperstones. Alan was telling one of his ‘mobile
stories’ and had stopped at this point for another
thrilling instalment. Now bear in mind that Alan
is a ‘dramatic’ storyteller who likes to engage his
arms as well as his voice in the action. He held his
audience in stunned silence for the entire fiveminute episode but had inadvertently managed to
capture the passing interest of a whole herd of cows
as well. We suddenly realised that our little group
was entirely surrounded by them, all staring at
Alan in rapt attention as if they understood every
word he said! It was a really eerie scene and just
goes to prove how curious cows really are!
After catching your breath for a while and
admiring the 360 degree views, cross straight over
the intersection at the cairn to walk downhill until
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you reach a gate into a field. Be warned - this particular field
can be very muddy at times. Follow the path diagonally
downhill to the right to eventually join a wide track. At this
point, turn right to walk along a hedge line (on your right) –
another potential mud bath I’m afraid – but it doesn’t last for
long. Go through the gate onto a well-defined track into a
small wood. Continuing along here will take you eventually
to the all-weather disability trail that runs along the east side
of the Stiperstones - just below the ridgeline.

of road walking now – until you reach the next junction –
turn right here for a short distance and you’ll see a kissing
gate on your left. Go through this and head for the next
kissing gate diagonally right downhill on the other side
of the field. You should be able to see the Bog waiting for
you at the bottom the valley now … time to put on a final

The Bog Visitor Centre

Two views of the Long Mynd from the All Ability Trail

be an old school house and was in fact, the first school in
the country to get central heating. All the old pipe work
and radiators are still in place – as are the original gas lamp
fittings still on the walls. After you’ve had your fill of tea
and scones/cakes – do take some time to meander through
the amazing collection of items this place has to offer.
(Incidentally, if you manage to finesse the scones recipe out
of the volunteer ladies, please, please, please let me have it!)
Barbara Vickery

StRETTON FOCUS
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Tea at The Bog

August 2008

It’s easy walking now - all the way back. Don’t forget
to admire the views of the Long Mynd to your left. Also
along this route, you’ll discover a number of ‘boxes’ with
handles. These are designed as information points – turning
the handle will deliver some verbal information about your
immediate environment. This is not as simple as it sounds
however. What you get is an indistinct, disembodied voice
which is not easy to follow – I’m not sure if ‘clarity’ depends
on the speed at which you turn the handle, but it sounds to
me like an old tape which is winding down. But by all means
– have a play!
This trail takes you to the main Stiperstones car park
- you should be able to see the road back to Bridges and
Church Stretton on your left. But when you reach this, you
turn right heading back towards the Bog. There’s a little bit

spurt as you think of a hot pot of tea and those wonderful
cakes. Through the kissing gate and then start walking
towards the bottom left corner of the next field where you
will find another kissing gate leading to a narrow path.
This gate is not visible until you are very close to it as it
is hidden by bushes. Follow the narrow path downhill
through the bushes to emerge back where you started…in
the Bog carpark, having completed a walk through not just
landscape – but time itself!
Just a short dash now down the road, to reach the
‘delights’ of the Bog Visitor Centre. This actually used to
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RNLI concert featuring the Llanfair Caereinion Male Voice Choir

L

lanfair Caereinion Male Voice Choir was formed
in 1956 and gives many concerts every year both
in mid-Wales and over the border in Shropshire
and Staffordshire. It has taken part in larger concerts at
eisteddfodau and massed concerts of 1000 voices at the
Royal Albert Hall. It has sung on the radio and on television.
The Choir is a registered charity and is pleased that its
concerts provide opportunities for other good causes to
receive funds, such as its performance for the RNLI.
Aled Wyn Davies – tenor soloist
Aled Wyn Davies started his
career as a folk-singer, but after
winning all the important prizes
in folk-singing at the Llangollen
International Eisteddfod in 1999
and the National Eisteddfod
of Wales in 2001, he started to
broaden his horizons as a tenor
soloist. One of Aled’s greatest
achievements so far is the fact
that he has won the national
tenor solo competition three times in succession in 2004,
2005 and 2006. Then he won the ultimate accolade at the
Swansea National Eisteddfod of Wales in 2006, the famous
Blue Riband vocal prize. Over the last two years, Aled has
had considerable success at all of our major eisteddfodau
including “Singer of the Year” at the Llangollen International
Eisteddfod in 2005, and the prestigious Blue Riband at the
Cardigan Musical Festival in July 2006.
In March 2006, he was approached by the renowned
classical promoter Raymond Gubbay Ltd. and was invited
to perform as their tenor soloist in their “Last Night of the
Proms” series of concerts. This was a great opportunity for

Aled, and he performed at established
venues including the Bridgewater Hall,
Manchester and the Symphony Hall in Birmingham.
Aled has travelled twice to Los Angeles to perform as
guest soloist in St. David’s day concerts and in the autumn
of 2003 he visited New Zealand and Australia to appear as
guest soloist during Côr Godre’r Aran’s three week concert
tour. Over the last few years he has been singing on classical
and operatic cruises for Swan Hellenic and has visited
various countries around North America, the Far East,
Italy and South America. In November 2007 he performed
in six concerts in Patagonia, Argentina as guest soloist with
Côr Godre’r Aran, and in March, 2008 he performed in
St David’s day concerts in Johannesburg, South Africa.
In August, 2008 he is going to Chicago, USA as guest
soloist at the prestigious National Gymanfa Ganu of North
America.
In November, 2006, Aled released his debut album,
Nodau Aur fy Nghân, with the Welsh recording label Sain.
For more information, go to Aled’s website:
www.aledwyndavies.com
Aled is a prime example of the strength of the Welsh
culture at its best. He is a young man who is still a farmer in
his work from day to day but at the same time Aled has used
his talents to the maximum by achieving his ultimate goals
in the world of singing.
The concert is at Church Stretton School on Saturday
20 September, at 7.30pm and tickets are priced at £7.50
each and are available from John Thomas (Florist), Wrights
Estate Agents, Burway Books, Muriel Taylor 722805, Brenda
Pogson 722912, Liz Madeley 771744 and Jill & Richard
Turner Jones 724371
Richard Turner Jones

URC Voice
The Long and Short of it
he ‘long and short of it’ usually refers to getting the
essential meaning of a situation in a few sort words:
perhaps highlighting the essence of a discussion in a
memorable phrase.
Jesus had many discussions with different people about our relationship with God,
and the place of religion in everyday life. Such discussions can be endless! But for Jesus
the long and short of it was always “love God, and love others as you love yourself ”.
In one form or another that way of thinking lies at the heart of all religions.
The trouble is that religion itself gets in the way, and can be an obstacle to the
realisation of its own raison d’être.
What happens is that religions claim exclusive rights and privileged access
to God; and then spend their time and energies trying to convert others to their
point of view. Religions then become an end in themselves. They codify their
beliefs in creeds and doctrinal statements, and claim that it is necessary to believe
these in order to find salvation, or acceptance with God. God, it is claimed, has
revealed these truths and they must be believed without question.
It’s about time religions woke up to the dangers of making such claims, and
started moving towards reconciliation with each other, instead of confrontation.
Religions have been ‘too long’ on God and ‘too short’ on humanity. We
should stop making exclusive claims for our beliefs, and focus more directly on
the fact that “we cannot love God whom we have not seen, if we don’t love the
people we have seen”.
As Christians, our ‘long-term goal’ is for God’s Kingdom to come on earth,
as Jesus prayed: and our ‘short-term aim’ should be to express the values of that
Kingdom in our daily lives.
Donald Horsfield
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Acton Scott
Gardening Club
Summer Show Saturday
August 16th
Are you growing vegetables or
flowers? Can you bake a cake? Why
not enter our friendly Summer Show
Classes for all ages …
Enter on the day from 10.30 –
12noon at Acton Scott Village Hall.
Show opens at 2.00pm.
With presentations by Krissi
Carpenter of Radio Shropshire
Entry forms from: Cyril Bason's
(Craven Arms) or John Thomas
(Church Stretton)
If you are not entering, come and
join us for a cuppa.
Everyone welcome
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Gardening in August

A

less frantic time now that
everything is growing well. It is
a good idea to take photographs
of different parts of the garden at
various times as a record to refer to
during the winter months and to
identify ‘weak’ or bare areas. (So much
easier now with digital cameras). It is
easy to get carried away in spring and
plant much too closely so that everything is fighting for space
by midsummer.
Vegetables Harvesting is well under way. Potatoes and beetroot
require careful lifting, keeping damage to a minimum. Clear the
ground as it becomes vacant, add a sprinkling of general fertilizer and
sow salad crops to keep supplies coming.
Flowers Deadheading and feeding keeps beds and borders
tidy and attractive and prolongs flowering. Autumn crocus
planted now will flower in just a few weeks. It is a good time to
take hydrangea cuttings; cut leafy shoots approximately 3 inches
long just below a leaf joint and insert the cuttings round the edge
of a pot of compost. Place in a shady part of the greenhouse to
root in 3 to 4 weeks.
Greenhouse Ventilation, regular watering and feeding are still
the main priorities. Tomatoes and cucumbers will need feeding
every 10 days or so to keep them fruiting. Remove lower leaves
as they die off. Cuttings of fuchsia, pelargonium and penstemon
can be taken. Overwinter them until next spring when they can
be planted out after the frosts have finished. Remember to pinch
out the centres to keep them bushy. Also, pots of annual seeds can
be sown and kept inside over the winter; they will flower earlier,
providing welcome colour. Calendula, pansy, and viola are all
good for sowing at almost any time of the year.
Lawns Continue to mow regularly and remove persistent
weeds by hand if possible.
Fruit Pick fruit as it ripens, removing any which have brown
rot. Clean strawberry beds when they finish fruiting, removing old
leaves and straw mulch. Summer raspberries need their old canes
cut out and the new canes tied in. Remove weeds and give them a
good feed.
Don’t forget our Summer Show which is on 23rd August........
there is always a good plant stall.
From Church Stretton and District Gardening Club.
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Swimming Pool Summer
Opening Times
New Monday Evening Weekly Lane Swim Added
Monday
Fun Splash: 10.00am -11.00am
Fun Splash: 11.00am -12.00 noon
Lane Swim: 7.00pm -8.00pm
Tuesday
Fun Splash: 10.00am -11.00am
Thursday
Fun Splash: 11.00am -12.00 noon
Friday
Lane/Open Swim: 9.00am -10.00am
Fun Splash: 10.00am -11.00am
Fun Splash: 11.00am -12.00 noon
Lane/Open Swim: 12.00 noon -1.00pm
Lane Swim: 7.00pm -8.00pm
Saturday
Lane Swim: 9.00am -10.00am
Fun Splash: 10.00am -11.00am
Sunday
Lane Swim: 9.00am -10.00am
Fun Splash: 10.00am -11.00am
PLEASE NOTE: THE POOL IS CLOSED FROM
MONDAY 11th AUGUST to FRIDAY 15th
AUGUST and on BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY
25th AUGUST
Prices: Adults: £2.90, Children under 16: £1.95,
Spectators: 30p, Under 5s: Free
Please bring the correct money if you can.

Teas to Please

A

ll Saints' Church Little Stretton will be
holding their annual ‘Teas to Please’ on
Saturday, Sunday and Monday - August
23rd, 24th and 25th from 2.30 – 6.00pm each day
in the garden of All Saints' Church.
Margaret Morris Tel: 722569

The way we were
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orn into a working class family in the early 1920s, I spent
my childhood in what, by today’s standards, would be
regarded as dire poverty.
With the nation’s finances already devastated by the cost
of fighting- World War One, or ‘The Great War’ as it was
known until the Nineteen-Forties, those finances were damaged
further by the General Strike in 1926 and the Wall Street Crash
in 1929, with the result that wage rates were niggardly and ‘The
Dole’ a mere pittance, scarcely sufficient to keep body and soul
together for those unfortunate enough to be one of over three
million unemployed by 1931 - an unfortunate fact which forced
Ramsay McDonald to form a ‘National Government’ with the
Conservatives and Liberals. Moreover, this was at a time when few
women were in paid employment.
By the yardstick of today’s standard of living our situation
would have been viewed as intolerable, yet we not only managed

to survive but were almost all members of close knit and loving
families, with divorce seen as the province of the upper and
‘upper middle’ classes and an underlying irony that, overall,
we were better off than them in terms of real happiness. In
passing, single parenthood was almost universally regarded as
reprehensible and ‘one parent families’ virtually non-existent.
Add to this a vast amount of sporting activity and a
widespread tendency to ‘keep smiling through’ and a deep
laid patriotism ingrained from the recent war, and one had a
nation which was close knit and happy within itself. Unlawful
behaviour was the province of a small core of hardened criminals
and ‘hooligans’, with even a minor infringement of the law a
source of deep shame to one’s family.
That deep laid patriotism and close knit communal spirit
were to prove invaluable amid the devastation of communities by
the aerial bombardment of towns and cities during World War
Two, as well as motivation and pride to those destined to fight
for their country on land, sea and in the air!
Reg Heiron.
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Plant of the Month – Bilberry

A

long with ling, the bilberry, (Vaccinium myrtillus) a frequenter of acid moors
and woods, is one of the most common plants on the Long Mynd. Although
these two plants look quite different, they are both members of the same
plant family – the Ericaceae.
From April onwards the low growing vertical green shoots of the
bilberries can be seen with their tiny oval leaves, and their rounded,
urn-shaped flowers soon start to bloom. The flowers are only about
6mm long and pinkish green in colour. However, when one thinks
of bilberries it is the edible fruits which come to mind. In July and
August, the ovaries of the flowers ripen into black berries with a
violet bloom. Bilberries can be picked patiently one by one or with a
‘Whinberry Comb’.
This brings us to names. Most botany books give bilberries,
alternative names of whortleberries, blaeberries, huckleberries and even
say that it is similar to the American blueberry but very few mention
‘whinberries’. It seems that whinberry is a fairly local name being a
term used in Wales and spilling over into Shropshire and Lancashire. It
may have originated because it is often found growing amongst gorse, which
is often called ‘whin’ in Scotland. Unfortunately for this theory, the little berry is known
as blaeberry in Scotland (meaning blueberry).
Locally, whinberries have proved a useful crop as they have been used for dyeing
wool, as well as for food. As recently as the year 2000, which produced a bumper crop on
the Stiperstones, two retired people collected 360kg. They sold these to several outlets
which made whinberry pies, crumbles, muffins and sauce. The entire sales from the
whole Stiperstones and Clun area can be worth thousands of pounds a year. Who cares what they are called?
NPT

Woodwind Winner!

O
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Piano, accompanied by Chris Bolton.
n Wednesday 11th June, at Church Stretton School
Friends of the late Philip Cunningham joined the
ten accomplished young woodwind players, seven
prizewinners and pupils of Bedstone College in a delightful
girls and three boys, valiantly fought for the title of
‘Most deserving young woodwind player in South Shropshire’. evening of high quality music making. Owen Thorpe
(violin), Mark Purdy (violin) and David Charlston
Against the numerical odds the boys prevailed. First place
went to Greg Hearle (clarinet) from Church Stretton School, (piano) thrilled the audience with five light-hearted pieces
by Shostakovich, and Emma Pearson gave a rousing
for his energetic performance of the fourth movement –
Molto Allegro – from Sonata for Clarinet and Piano by Saint- performance of Handel’s “Where’er You Walk.”
The concert also featured three former winners of the
Saens, and Timothy Engstrom (clarinet) from Moffats School
prize. Flautists Emily Tucker (2004 winner) and Sophie
was runner-up with Prelude from Five Bagatelles for clarinet
Mawhinney
and piano by Finzi.
(2005 winner
On Wednesday
and Shropshire
2nd July the beautiful
Young Musician
setting of Bedstone
of the Year 2008)
College provided a
played two
perfect backdrop for
enchanting duets,
the seventh annual
Sonatine No 1
Philip Cunningham
by Hans Kohler
memorial concert,
and Rondo
where the prizes
by Frederich
are traditionally
Kuhlau, and
presented.
the 2007
Trustees of the
winner Bethany
Philip Cunningham
HawksworthMemorial Trust,
Brookes (clarinet)
Ruth Cunningham,
played the
Andrew Chapman
challenging 3rd
and Richard Elliot
movement of
presented the
Weber’s Grand
cheques. Timothy
Greg Hearle and Timothy Engstrom
Duo Concertant
treated the audience
accompanied by David Charlston.
to a flawless rendition of the Prelude from Finzi’s Five
Anyone who would like to be informed about future
Bagatelles accompanied by Philip Engelheart, and Greg then
concerts or is interested in finding out more about the
enthralled the audience by playing the second movement
Philip Cunningham Memorial Trust can email the Trust at:
of Poulenc’s Sonata for Clarinet and Piano, and the first
pcmemorialtrust@topmail.co.uk
movement of Malcolm Arnold’s Sonatine for Clarinet and
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Book Sale for Mayfair

T

he Autumn Book Sale is in aid of Mayfair, our local
centre for community services, which carries out such
excellent work.
The sale will be at the Silvester Horne Institute, High
Street, Church Stretton, on Saturday 27 September. It will
open at 10a.m. and continue until 4pm. Admission will be
50p for adults, with children free.
As usual there will be a very wide selection of books
suitable for all ages and interests. This will include a very
good selection of children’s books, 100s of paperback and
hardback novels at 50p, £1 and £2, and, at prices starting at
50p, books for adults on many subjects. These will include
history, travel, biography, military, gardening, cookery,
art, literature, language, science, etc. with, as usual, all the
subjects separately arranged and labelled.
All books are very reasonably priced, and the sale will
give book lovers a great opportunity to acquire some real
bargains. In addition, there will be the usual refreshments,
tea, coffee, cakes etc. provided by a group of Mayfair
volunteers.
The similar sale last autumn raised over £2000 for
Mayfair I hope this year to exceed this figure. With the help
of your readers I am sure we can achieve this.
I am always ready to receive donations of books, CDs
and DVDs, but may I make a plea. Please do not include
with your donations: library discards, out of date textbooks,
technical manuals, guidebooks and annuals (eg. last year’s
National Trust Yearbook), Reader’s Digest Condensed books,
books intended for school class use and lastly any books that
are not in good, re-sellable physical condition. I simply have
to discard these and the petrol cost of trips to the tip to do so
is increasing almost day by day.
To arrange collection or delivery, please ring me on
01694 723292.
There will, as usual, be a publicity display about the
Book Sale in the window of Messrs. PCB Solicitors, in
Sandford Avenue, for two weeks beforehand. I am very
grateful to them for providing this valuable facility but
would ask people to note that this display is for pre-sale
publicity purposes only and that the books on show cannot
be bought until the sale itself.
A.J.Crowe

C

hurch Stretton’s new Mayor Bob Welch, was elected
to lead the Area Partnership at their well attended
AGM on Thursday 19 June following Beryl Smith’s
decision to step down. Joan Arnfield who serves on the Food
Fayre committee, was elected Vice Chair.
Two former Chairs, Trevor Davies (who led the
Partnership from its start in 2001 to 2004) and David Hill
(from 2004 to 2007), spoke of the Partnership’s progress over
the last 8 years and showed how much has been achieved.
Broadband, investment in local tourism, affordable housing,
a Ring and Ride service, a Town Development Plan, Pride of
Place initiatives, a Recycling Centre and a highly successful
Community Chest grant scheme (with 90 small community
projects funded to date) are activities that have been
developed and delivered over the last 4-5 years.
Colin Richards Conservation Officer South Shropshire
District Council gave a presentation on the surprisingly
diverse and occasionally exotic buildings in the area.
He encouraged everyone to look up above ground level
when walking through Church Stretton’s streets to see
for themselves the interesting features that can be found
throughout the town.
The final talk was given by Sam Hine (Head of
Regeneration and Partnerships at SSDC and currently acting
Head of Economic Regeneration at SCC) who explained
the Community Working proposals for the new Unitary
Council. The Partnership was generally pleased to hear that
Council officer support in the community would continue
under the new authority.
New Chairman Bob Welch said “It was good to remind
ourselves of the many achievements of the Partnership.
These have stemmed from town and surrounding rural
parish councils working ever more closely together with
community organisations. In the coming year it will be vital
for us to ensure that, as is central government’s declared
intention, the new unitary arrangements in the county will
further empower us to build on the Partnership’s “record of
achievement”. Contacts:
Sam Hine - 01585 813206 - sam.hine@shropshire.gov.uk
Bob Welch - 07970807116 - bob.welch@btinternet.com
Eileen Roberts

Distributors we need – just two
An important job, perhaps for you
For Shrewsbury and Lutwyche Roads
I therefore thought to write this ode.

So if you can, and I hope you will
Please give it thought, or better still
Pick up the ‘phone and make that call
And I’ll tell you more about it all.
Richard Carter, Distribution Manager 724106

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Nile
Heath Robinson
Anne of Cleves
Twickenham
Octet

Tea with Bee
On Sunday 3rd Aug 3 – 5pm
At Corner Lodge, Trevor Hill,
Church Stretton
£3 – to include tea/cakes
and Plant sale
All proceeds to Mayfair
Charity no. 1061049
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It’s not too hard, no need to fret
‘Cos lots of help is what you’ll get
Nor will it take lots of your time
Half an hour a month will be just fine.

Trivia - Answers
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Your Magazine Needs YOU !!!
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Church Stretton Area Partnership Annual General Meeting
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32 Your magistrates in your community

“Y

until you arrive at court; one minute
you could be sentencing a defendant
to custody on a serious assault case,
the next dealing with a parking
offence.
That’s a fairly common response
Yet another day or evening you
when people find out you are a
might be visiting a school, college or
magistrate. It comes as a surprise to
many to learn that the majority of cases community group to talk to people
about what you do in court as a bench
heard in magistrates’ courts are dealt
of three ordinary people from the
with by unpaid volunteers from the
community.
local community.
Magistrates come from all sections
Magistrates provide the backbone
of society. Virtually anyone can apply
for the criminal justice system dealing
to be a magistrate from the age of 18
with over 95% of all criminal cases,
with retirement from the bench at 70.
about 1.5 million cases per year.
The gender balance is virtually 50/50
Although there are many offences
and magistrates include teachers,
which magistrates deal with on a daily
basis such as shoplifting, drink-driving, doctors, accountants, decorators,
shop assistants, chemists, managing
possession of drugs and criminal
damage, there are other unusual matters directors, farmers, nurses, cleaners
and we are awaiting the baker and the
such as cruelty to animals, health
candlestick maker.
and safety matters and increasingly
At Telford and South Shropshire
environmental issues.
Every day in court is different:
Court we have a group of magistrates
you never know what the cases will be who work as a team of ‘Magistrates
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ou’re a magistrate but you
don’t get paid! You do it for
nothing?”

in the Community’. They go out to
groups such as Rotary, Inner Wheel,
Probus, U3A, reading groups and WIs,
to give presentations concerning the
things that go on in court. The aim
is to inform interested people about
what is happening as far as justice is
concerned in their local community
and to answer questions which the
public are keen to have answered. This
group also visits schools and colleges
delivering sections of the National
Curriculum Citizenship syllabus
concerned with the court and justice
system in this country.
All these presentation are free of
charge and serve to publicise what is
the concerns of us all that we live in
a society which is rightly and justly
governed, by local people in the local
area.
If you wish to know more or
have a group of magistrates visit your
group for a talk please contact Telford
Magistrates Court on 01952 204500.

Focus on Faith

Natural Healing

I

H

t was a perfectly ordinary Thursday evening, and I
was leading an Alpha group as usual. We listened
to the talk, and then the group gathered round me.
I had seen Cheryl come in, and I groaned – a more
angry and sullen young woman it would be difficult to
find anywhere – but as she came towards the group I
realised that her face had changed. She looked relaxed
and at peace, and for the first time, I saw her smile.
I could not imagine what had made such a huge
difference.
Before we could sit down she started to talk. “I
want to become a Christian. Will you pray with me?”
she asked. I looked at her face again, and thought,
‘You already have!’ - but we still prayed together. Then
immediately she was full of questions. “Do I have to
stop taking drugs? And what about alcohol?” and then
what for her was the big one – “Can I still have my
one-night stands?”
Through my time in the ministry, I have seen a
number of people come to faith – some gradually,
some at a definite point. For some, the change has been
imperceptible, but for quite a number, (like Cheryl),
it has been so obvious that everyone around them has
been asking what has happened.
The intellectual arguments for faith are helpful,
but what really encourages me are the people who have
come to faith in Jesus, and found their lives turned
upside down and transformed. They convince me
that faith is not just intellectual, but is a life-changing
relationship with God as we know him in Jesus.
Joan M Warner.
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ave you ever stopped to think how amazing it is
that cuts heal until the skin is as good as new, colds
and fevers disappear, bones mend and coughs clear?
Have you ever put a hand on a child’s sore knee or tummy,
or felt comforted by a hug? These are all examples of the
magic of natural healing at work. We are all natural healers
of course, but we can learn to use this gift for ourselves and
others, by becoming more aware of it and how it works.
To do this we need to understand the importance of
energy, which is the vehicle for healing. What is it that
animates us? What is this life force within us that allows us
to move and think and heal? Although it has been written
about often for over two thousand years, we are only
now beginning to accept more widely, that the basic and
fundamental ingredient of our universe and all that is in it,
is energy, vibrating at many different levels. We are in fact
living in the most glorious and diverse energy soup and at
the moment we are sleepwalking through it. This might
seem only mildly interesting until we realise that as energy
receivers and transmitters, we can work with this energy
consciously, and therein lies the magic!
With practice, we can all open to receive healing energy
both for ourselves and to send to others. Those who work
as healers, have just practiced energy awareness and learned
to channel loving energy. In fact it is what we are all meant
to be doing, and how changed our world would be if the
majority of us were focussed on transmitting joy, love and
healing! It could even be at least as much fun as watching
Come Dancing!! All you have to do is set your intention –
your internal sat nav – and en-joy yourself!
Sue Lean
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Dear Editors . . .
Letters to the editors should not exceed
400 words and must be accompanied
by a name and means of contact
Traffic Wardens
nteresting that in the 40 minutes up to
9.00am today (Saturday 28th June 2008),
four vehicles parked illegally on the
pedestrian crossing approach, three parked
outside Barclays Bank and several others chose
to park elsewhere on double yellow lines despite
the availability of nearby parking spaces.
It would be interesting to know how the
people of Church Stretton view this when, for
the sake of personal convenience, we compromise the flow of
town traffic and also the safety of those using the pedestrian
crossing. Sometimes traffic warden “bashing” is a great
bandwagon to be on (perhaps occasionally with some feeling
of justification), but perhaps also a bit more thought needs
to go into some of the reasons why Shropshire wardens are
considered necessary in the first place?
Perhaps when we have our first fatal accident on an
obscured pedestrian crossing we may understand a little
better? Is that what it will take? Could be tough on the school
child or senior citizen who always trusted the green man.
Robert Leivers

I

Garden Bonfires
am a resident of Sandford Avenue who is bothered on
a weekly basis with the nuisance caused by bonfires in
neighbouring gardens.
The bonfire gets its name from the medieval bon-fire
of animal bones. While modern day bonfire ingredients
may not be as gruesome, they still cause pollution and local
nuisance. So what’s wrong with bonfires? Bonfires add to
the general background level of air pollution, containing
pollutants including carbon monoxide, dioxins and particles.
Emissions from bonfires can have damaging health effects,
especially for bronchitis sufferers, asthmatics, people with
heart conditions and children. The smoke, smuts and smell
from bonfires are the subject of many complaints to local
authorities. Smoke prevents your neighbours from enjoying
their gardens, opening windows or hanging washing out, and
reduces visibility in the neighbourhood and on roads. Fire
can spread to fences or buildings and scorch trees and plants.
What’s the alternative to bonfires? Composting garden
waste will produce a useful soil conditioner or, when shredded,
mulching material. In Church Stretton we are all provided
with green wheelie bins and on Tuesday afternoons we can take
excess garden waste to the skip parked near the train station.
Perhaps those residents who insist on lighting bonfires
don’t mean to cause a nuisance and haven’t stopped to
consider whether their neighbours are sitting in their gardens
with their windows open and a washing line loaded with
clean clothes. It’s hard to be patient when your garden is
filled with smoke for the second time that week and you
have to wash all your laundry again, dash upstairs to close
your windows and forget about relaxing in your garden in
the sunshine.
So the next time you think about lighting up in your garden
please think about your neighbours and our local environment
or, at the very least, inform nearby residents in advance!
Mrs C. Levin
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Energy Self-Sufficiency for Church
Stretton?
note that in last month’s Stretton Focus
mention was made that Church Stretton
was once self-sufficient in energy, making
its own gas, coke and electricity. Maybe
the coal used in these plants came from the
nearby Leebotwood coal and clay mines?
However, if modern technology was
used, Church Stretton could once again be
self-sufficient in energy, converting all its
domestic, garden and trade waste into energy
via a 100% non-polluting plant, such as is
used in Switzerland, burning half the total
refuse of Germany.
Or, if we wanted to be really ‘green’, then
cover the Long Mynd with wind turbines, and provide
the whole area with free electricity as compensation for
the ‘eyesores’ that would be visible!
Of course it will not happen, and power cuts will
inevitably be the result of lack of planning for energy
needs, of that we must be certain. Buy more winter
clothing! UK car use is already down by 20%, but that
is the result of the free bus passes for over 60s. If the
government really wanted to reduce oil consumption,
then it should make bus and train travel free to all, but
how would it be paid for?
Well, an 80% cut in road maintenance, car parking,
policing, road traffic accidents and oil imports would
more than cover the cost, according to a recent study,
which said that if all closed railway lines were re-opened,
and a few more added, then Britain could manage with
only a tenth of the present road traffic.
WF Kerswell

I

An Anti-Social Mentality
he main reason why ASBOs and ‘naming and
shaming’ tactics do not work is because they do
not address the root cause of the problem.
In primitive societies, every child is welcome and
valued as a member of the tribe. In ours, love and respect
are conditional on competing and winning.
Everyone needs to be accepted and valued. It is
necessary for health and happiness. Those who, through
no fault of their own, cannot win will be either angry
and violent or depressed and suicidal. The former will
look for recognition in gangs of fellow losers, and will
want to take revenge on a society which rejects them.
If we are honest, we will admit that the world we
present to the young is fundamentally antisocial. We tell
them that the aim of life is to get rich and famous.
Now, we can only get rich at someone else’s expense;
and we can only win if the other side loses. If this is our
life purpose, we are bound to despise or ignore the losers,
whose failure ensures our success. Deep down, we have
an antisocial mentality!
Simone Crawley

T

Amnesty International
It is more difficult for Amnesty International to
attract new supporters than for many other charitable
organisations. Why? Because there is no visible end
product, no heart warming pictures of laughing children
splashing in newly supplied water.
Amnesty’s mission is to bring an end to the horror
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and injustice in many countries, rich as well as poor,
where basic human rights are denied to some individuals
or groups. Frequently those punished have done nothing
against the law but are merely thought to disagree with
the regime or to have conscientious objections. So
holding certain philosophical or religious beliefs can
bring imprisonment without trial, disappearance or
even execution. Preventing this abuse is not easy, it is
a slow, painstaking and piecemeal process of attitude
change which requires hundreds of tactful and courteous
approaches to powerful or influential people like state
governors, judges, prison chiefs and religious leaders.
Sometimes it has amazing and fast results as when a
prisoner awaiting death is suddenly released without
explanation. Sometimes it takes years, or has no
observable result at all.
Amnesty will help its members to go about the
appeal process efficiently by supplying names and
histories along with suggestions about the line to take in
a particular case.
We will be holding a small but, we hope, powerful
event in the market square on the morning of Saturday
13th September. Please do join us then. Stop for a
moment, tell us your ideas. Watch the press for more
details nearer the time.
Maureen Lee
Amnesty International, Church Stretton Branch

are so valued and often win prizes. Dawkins’ insistence
that people give reasoned explanations for their assertions
may be annoying, particularly to “people of faith”, but it
is not strident. That adjective is far more appropriately
applied to the words and actions of evangelical
fundamentalists who are doing so much to poison the
world at this time.
Dick Ward is as entitled to his point of view as anyone
else, but he should avoid giving an inappropriate label
simply on the basis of philosophical disagreement.
David Howard

Letter in Reply to Catholic Voice, June 2008
am appalled in many ways by the article by Dick
Ward under Catholic Voice (Focus, June, p 32).
Appalled by the arrogance with which he assumes to
know Richard Dawkins’ thought processes. Appalled that
a man who discusses atheists cannot even spell the word.
But most of all I am appalled that someone who describes
himself as a biologist and teacher is so ignorant of the
mechanism of evolution.
On pp 214-222 of his book The God Delusion,
Dawkins not only makes clear that he and most people
share the feelings of compassion and altruism that Ward
prides himself on, he also explains that such feelings
are perfectly in line with Darwinian theory. There are
many examples in the animal world of altruism between
individuals, and the animals seem to manage very well
without religion.
Mountain Bikes
n the June 2008 issue there was a letter by Steve
For an organism or a species to be successful in the
Garner. We would like to respond to his letter with
evolutionary sense – in the sense that its descendants will
the following comments. The beautiful Long Mynd
continue to flourish – its genes must be passed on to the
is appreciated and enjoyed not only by walkers but by
next generation. How is that most likely to happen? If
mountain bikers and other users alike. Sometimes it can be
some of the carriers of those genes survive and reproduce.
a place of solitude and quiet reflection, other times for fun
As Dawkins explains, that may require the genes to be
and excitement. It is open to all. However, all of us who are ‘selfish’, but not necessarily the organism or the species.
out on these hills should follow the Countryside Code. This As for altruism coming only from Jesus Christ, if you
means people on bikes and horseback should stay on the
asked a scientist to write a set of instructions to ensure
appropriate rights of way. Footpaths should not be used by
the future of mankind, then those instructions would
mountain bikers (or horse riders) and most mountain bikers probably be very close to the ten commandments – or
do not abuse this beautiful landscape in such a way.
at least, those of the commandments after the first few
Degradation and erosion of the hillside can occur
that deal with graven images, God punishing the greatin a number of ways and whilst mountain bikes can
grandchildren of those that displease him (so much for a
cause such damage, other users can too. For instance,
loving, caring God!) and the rest of the mumbo-jumbo.
walking around wet flush areas on footpaths can extend Killing, stealing, lying and cheating each other may in
damage, scrambling over rocky outcrops can remove
the short term help an individual but they will not in
plant communities, disturbance of ground nesting birds the long term ensure the future of the species, the social
by dogs, and litter dropping, to name a few. Rather than group or even the individual’s immediate family.
point the finger at certain user types let us all consider
Mr Ward represents a religion that, to cite but a
the fragility of this local environment and use it in a way few shortcomings, threatened Galileo with torture for
that is respectful, leaving as small a footprint (or tyre
pointing out that the earth goes around the sun and
track) as possible.
today condemns millions of women to misery, pain,
Graham and Julie Cowley poverty and sometimes death by denying them the right
and some local mountain bikers to birth control or abortion, even when their conception
may have resulted from rape or when delivery of the child
Strident?
may lead to their deaths. To borrow a biblical analogy,
ick Ward (Catholic Voice, Focus, June 2008)
perhaps he should remove the beam from his own eye
describes Professor Richard Dawkins as
before searching too closely for the mote in Richard
“strident”. I assume that by this he means he
Dawkins’.
does not like what the Professor says or writes.
Michael Price
When one reads what Professor Dawkins writes, or
hears him on radio or television, one is struck not by his Editor’s note: the spelling mistake was a result of mis-typing
stridency but on the contrary by his calm, reasoned and from a hard copy original (and missed by our team, alas)
moderate language. Indeed much of his writing is also
rather than an error on the part of the author.
notable for its clarity and beauty, which is why his books
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Church Stretton Town FC – Phoenix from the Ashes?

S

I

t was all change at the Church Stretton Rotary Club on 24th June as
outgoing president Leo Williams handed over the official president’s chain
of office to new president Adam Williamson.
Leo said, “I thoroughly enjoyed my year as president of the Rotary
Club of Church Stretton. We have had a full year of service and help in the community and
internationally. My very best wishes go to my successor Adam.”
Adam Williamson said, “I am looking forward to my year in office and I realise that it is a very
great honour and responsibility to take over the presidency in a thriving and successful club. I hope
very much that we will be able to continue to serve the community and enjoy the support which we
always had in the past.”
Tony Nicholls
Leo Williams, left, with new president Adam Williamson. Photo: John Corfield.
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occer clubs, throughout the length and breadth of
Ken and Rick’s first job was to find out which players
the land, are now re-grouping as the new season
would still be with the Club for 2008/9. Opportunity to
approaches. Taking stock from the previous season and strengthen the side in key positions could then be assessed
planning for the future makes the time between seasons a
and actions taken. Good progress is reported on this front.
very busy period – particularly for managers and coaches.
The Club also has a brand new kit and Central Garage is the
For Church Stretton Town FC, the summer of 2008 has
welcome sponsor. The first training session was set for the
been challenging to say the least! Relegation from the top
9th July and momentum has started to develop.
division has loomed
Thoughts from the
since the end of last
Players
season and has now
Phil Hill has played
been confirmed. For a
for Church Stretton
short period, the future
Town for over 15 years
appeared to be bleak
and could be regarded
and the danger of the
as a stalwart centre-half.
club folding completely
Ex Church Stretton
was very real indeed.
schoolboy, Phil is
The main reason for the
relishing the challenge
difficult circumstances
of a new season, under
was the ‘coming and
new management and
going’ of the managers
“with a great bunch of
and coaches who
lads” that will also have
provided the necessary
CSFC (in green and yellow) v Market Drayton Photo: John Corfield
“a lot of fun together”.
leadership for the team.
Phil is complimentary
The Town’s Team
about the pitch at Russells Meadow. He says the playing surface
However, the town’s football club has a long and
allows any team to play good football and the players enjoy
honourable history of providing local players with the
competing on it.
opportunity to test and develop their skills at a serious
Jake Heirons is a relative newcomer with two seasons
amateur standard with top teams across the county. The
under his belt and also plays in the ‘back four’. Jake played
club has a distinguished record of success and many aspiring over 30 games last season and the opportunity for a regular
youngsters from junior clubs will set their sights on playing
game made the season enjoyable. Jake is hoping that the new
for the Town. Lasting friendships have been forged on the
management team can recruit a striker that can hit the back
soccer pitch in years gone by. Good times and not-so-good
of the net on a frequent basis for the coming season.
times are all part of the true sporting experience and the
Join us!
loyalty to the Club from ex-players in the Church Stretton
Both Ken and Rick appreciate the support of a good
area remains quite outstanding. Anyone who attends a match committee to help run a Club that costs in excess of £2000
in Russells Meadow and stands amongst the spectators will
a season. Fortunately for Church Stretton Town FC, whilst
be well aware of the ‘old days’!
managers and coaches have moved on from last season, the
Church Stretton’s Football Heritage
committee that includes Elaine Hill as
If you are
The plight of the club had been known amongst the
Secretary has remained steadfast. The
interested
in
soccer fraternity in the Strettons since May. Storm clouds
first fund-raising event of the season will
being
part
of
had gathered and a chink of light was not yet on the horizon be a Race Night at Church Stretton and
the
new
set-up,
- until Ken Hartley bumped into Richard Corfield one day
District Club in Essex Road on Friday, 5th
Ken on
outside the newsagents in Sandford Avenue. Ken and Rick
September. Guests and visitors are welcome
07970
048477
are both ex-players from Church Stretton Town FC. Both
join in the fun.
or
Rick
on
agreed that the Club is ‘more than just a game’, as enjoyable
Ken Hartley is particularly upbeat
07980
550607
as the game is to players, it is part of Church Stretton’s
about the team prospects for a swift
will be delighted
heritage. If future players were to derive as much benefit
return to the top division and he can’t
to hear from
and pleasure as they had done, then they had better do
wait for the ‘kick-off ’ and the first match.
you.
something about it and quickly.
Man on the Touchline
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What’s In A Name? The Meaning of some Shropshire Place Names. Part 1

T

he names of England's villages include some that are
very odd, such as Christmas Pie, Good Easter, Nether
Wallop and Wyre Piddle. How did such names come
about? The pronunciation of a name tends to drift over time, so
one needs to look at the form of the name in early documents
such as Domesday Book (DB) in 1086.
There are plenty of unusual village names to be found
in Shropshire, such as Ruyton-of-the-Eleven-Towns, Preston
Gubbals, Eaton Constantine and Llanfair Waterdine. But quite
ordinary names deserve to be explained as well, though there is
only room here to skim the surface.
The names of hills and rivers tend to be the oldest in the
landscape, and foremost among these is the Wrekin, a name
which may be pre-Celtic. The inhabitants of the Wrekin’s Iron
Age hill-fort appear to have been relocated by the Roman
conquerors, together with the hill name, to Viroconium,
perpetuated in Wroxeter (Wroxcestre 1155). The Romans also left
us stone-paved roads, called straet by the Saxons, hence Stretton

and Watling Street. Strefford contains the same root. The rural
inhabitants spoke (early) Welsh, and some of their place-names
have survived, notably Long Mynd (mynydd, mountain), and
Minton is the village by the Mynd. Other survivals are Knockin
(cnycyn, a small hillock), Hodnet (hawdd-nant, pleasant valley)
and Cruckton (cruc, a small rounded hill). In the Dark Ages there
is a Welsh reference to the burial of a Prince of Powys at Eglwysau
Bassa, a pre-Saxon church now Baschurch.
To be continued.
DH

Catholic Voice

I

have just finished reading the summer edition of
“Mission Today” outlining the work of Catholic
missionaries and lay volunteers from around the
world. There were reports of so many missionaries
murdered whilst engaged in helping those in need,
and descriptions of so much effort being put into trying to mediate
and alleviate the suffering in war torn areas around the world.
What courage and self-sacrifice.
My thoughts then turned to the early missionaries in Oceania
and more specifically to New Zealand, in the early 1800s. I was
over there earlier this year visiting family and friends and again
visited Pompallier House in the beautiful little town of Russell in
the Bay of Islands.
In France on Christmas Eve 1836, Bishop Pompallier who had
been appointed Vicar Apostolic of Western Oceania, sailed from
Le Havre for Western Oceania with four Marist priests and three
Marist brothers. I tried to imagine their thoughts on contemplating
the dangerous sea voyage under sail around Cape Horn. They
too were certainly prepared to carry out Christ’s directive of “Go
out and preach to all nations.” One priest died on the voyage out
and another, Fr. Pierre Chanel who stayed and worked on Futuna
Island, was martyred for his faith four years later and canonized in
1954, thus becoming the South Pacific’s first saint.
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Age Concern - Volunteering for
‘Home from Hospice Service’

S

outh Shropshire ‘Home from Hospital
Service’ has been in operation for 9 years
and aims to provide short-term non-medical
support to individuals who live in South
Shropshire, are over 60 and who wish to
remain independent in their own homes.
Volunteer supporters are needed - no
special requirements are required except
for being reliable, understanding and
patient. You must be able to spare 2-3 hours
per week for a period of 6 consecutive
weeks. Car and non-car drivers are equally
welcome. All expenses will be reimbursed.
What tasks might you do?
Accompany user to doctor’s surgery
Visit for companionship
Accompany user on short walks or to the town
Shopping and paying bills
Collecting prescriptions
What do I do the become a Volunteer?
Contact Jackie or Jean at 01584 878046
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Bishop Pompallier lived and worked in New Zealand for over
30 years during its most eventful history including the Maori Wars
when he tried to mediate between the Maoris and the British.
He was responsible for the 4th article in the Treaty of Waitangi
whereby all citizens of New Zealand were guaranteed the right to
spiritual freedom. He began his ministry in Russell and Pompallier
House was apparently built by the Marist brothers themselves
using the rammed earth method. It housed printing presses from
France for the purpose of printing catechisms in Maori.
Bishop Pompallier made several hazardous journeys to and
from N.Z. Ireland and France bringing priests and nuns, including
Sisters of Mercy to Auckland. Those Sisters had learnt to speak
the Maori language fluently whilst still in Ireland! This sounds
remarkable but way back in 1820 Chief Honi Hika, who liked
missionaries but was lethal to all Maoris not in his tribe, had
accompanied Rev. Marsden to London and then to Oxford to
assist in the compilation of a Maori dictionary! Apparently, with
just a little help, those first Sisters of Mercy built their three-storey
convent themselves!
I humbly sat looking at my red mission box and read:
“To be a Christian is to be a missionary.”

Helen Townend

All Stretton Village Show.

Afternoon Garden Party

fter a gap of several years All Stretton
Village Hall is this year holding a Village
Show on Saturday 6th September. So now
is the time for all you gardeners to think of
entering your produce. The cost is 50p per
entry up to four classes. Four or more entries
is £2 in total. The list of classes is on the
notice board outside the Village Hall. For
more information and to obtain an entry
form please contact Beryl Frank on 724153.
Teas will be served, from
2.00pm
Jean Huff

C

hurch Stretton and District
Flower Club are holding a
Garden Party at Hazler Hill Farm,
Church Stretton on Tuesday 19th
August at 2.30pm. Tickets are £5
and will include afternoon tea.
There will be a raffle, produce and
plant stall and ‘Bring and Buy’. A
donation will be made to the Marie
Curie Cancer Care.
Tickets are available from
Val Hotchkiss on 723130

The Walcot Walk

Sunday September 7th

Walcot Hall, Lydbury North

Sponsored Walks of 2,4 or 9 miles
2 miles depart 10.00am – 2.30pm
4 miles depart 10.00am – 1.00pm
9 miles depart 10.00am – 11.00am
Limited wheelchair access. Homemade refreshments are available.
Gardens open 10.00am – 4.00pm
Dogs not permitted on walks. Children must be accompanied by an adult
Sponsorship forms available from Age Concern 01584 876039
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Primary School News

Y

ear 6 of St Lawrence Primary School recently
spent a day at the ‘crucial crew’ event in
Bridgnorth. Designed to enhance child safety,
pupils learnt about a variety of topics which included
Crime Stoppers, stranger danger, alcohol and drugs,
healthy eating, 999 calls and coastguards. Also with safety in
mind some of our older children have completed a cycling
awareness programme, held after school, to improve their
road safety.
As one of seven classes in Shropshire that reached the
finals of the Inchcape Design a Kart competition, Class
8 received funding to actually build their go-kart. They
spent two afternoons learning the basics of electric circuitry,
mechanical drives, brakes, steering (and team work!). The
finished kart will be assessed and raced against other teams at
Enginuity in Telford.
In sport, our tag rugby team represented South
Shropshire at the county championships held at RAF
Cosford. They won all five games, beating Bridgnorth,
Telford, Shrewsbury, North Shropshire and Oswestry teams
to become the county champions for the second successive
year. Well done to them!
The whole school enjoyed sports day. In the morning the
Key Stage 2 children competed in traditional track events. In
the afternoon the whole school competed in a ‘round robin’
competition. The Caradoc team were overall winners. As
always, the oldest children helped the youngest ones through
the various events.
Our Friends group has been busy fundraising for the
school, this time via a collection of unwanted clothing
and soft furnishings. They also provided much needed
refreshments during sports day. We are grateful.
Two infant classes have visited Blue Planet to learn about
sea creatures. Class 3 wrote, “We went to find the rays in

the tank. The rays were very, very squidgy. There
were colourful fish in the huge tanks. Some were
small and some were really big. Some of the fish
had very big tails. Francesca’s favourite fish was the
one that could turn pink and all sorts of colours.
Matthew liked the lobster best. Everyone had different
favourites.”
Many children who learn instruments have had an
opportunity to perform for parents. There were ensemble
and individual performances. Instruments included the harp
and electric guitars (although not at the same time!). Some
of our Year 3 and 4 children also performed in Shropshire
Sings in Shrewsbury this month. They joined 600 other
children from 20 other primary schools in the county. They
sang for over an hour and thoroughly enjoyed being part of
such a large choir.
One of our staff, Mr Gilford, will be visiting Tanzania
this summer. For two weeks he will be working and
developing an association with an African school. Our
pupils have raised money via cake sales to buy vegetable
seeds, sewing items, puzzles, books
and other items for Mr Gilford to
distribute there. Having a link with a
school so different to our own will add
a different dimension to future studies
of geography and culture.
Finally, Mrs Beach is retiring. She
has taught at St Lawrence Primary
School for just over 20 years, teaching
two generations of several families
during that time. We thank her for her
service to both our school and wider
community and wish her every happiness in her retirement.
Dick Langford, Head Teacher

Anglican Voice

A

StRETTON FOCUS

August 2008 mag.indd 21

and Uncles and everyone will be
welcome to come along and join in
the fun.
Pyramid Rock is for children aged 5-11 yrs.
Application forms have been distributed through local
schools but if any parent has not received one and wishes
their child to attend, please apply to Iris Parker (724707).
Parents and Guardians please bring your child/children to
the Parish Centre at 9.25am on Wednesday 20th August
where they will be welcomed and shown to their groups by
the Pharaoh's helpers and you will receive your collection
tickets.
Last
year's
‘Landlubbers
Holiday
Club’ was a
great success
and children
and helpers
can look
forward to
an equally
fun filled
happy
Egyptian
Last year - walking the plank!
Experience.

AUgUST 2008

lthough summer seems to be making a
very reluctant start this year, with the
good news that Revd Richard Hill has
been appointed as the next Rector of this parish, plans are
already being made for the autumn. Richard and his wife
Elaine are joining us from Swanland, near Hull so they are
exchanging a low lying area prone to flooding for the delights
of this ‘hill station’. After nearly a year of being without
a rector, we are looking forward to receiving his ministry
amongst us. Richard will be instituted and inducted at St
Laurence's Church on Saturday 18th October at 2pm.
Unfortunately Richard will not be here in time for this
year’s Holiday Club - Pyramid Rock. Set in Ancient Egypt,
Pyramid Rock will
take place in St.
Laurence’s Parish
Centre on 20th
– 22nd August.
There will be
songs, drama,
stories of Joseph,
games, craft and
workbooks all
set among the
pyramids of Egypt. On the following Sunday, 24th August,
Pyramid Rock will have its finale at 10.30am – 11.30am
when Mums and Dads, Grandmas and Grandpas, Aunts
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Mayfair Café: Come to Lunch – Stay to Chat! Summer Activities at Mayfair
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lthough shoppers in Stretton do pop in for a quick
coffee, tea or lunch, it is a more common experience
for visitors to the sociable café in the heart of
Mayfair Community Centre to linger over their meals,
chat to acquaintances and get to know new people. In fact,
feedback suggests that 87% of diners have made friends
over the tables. There is
no pressure to dash off;
busy mothers with small
children, newcomers and
people who live alone,
who would otherwise have
to cook for themselves,
all find the atmosphere
relaxing and friendly.
Within Mayfair from
10am - 12 on weekdays there is a ‘listener’ accessible for
anyone who feels the need to discuss something and the café
also makes an ideal setting for an informal talk.
A customer said recently:
I come regularly because it is great to find a place where the
helpers are happy to care for my individual needs and everyone
is so friendly.
The kitchen is a hive of activity, staffed by a cook and
support cook and at least four volunteers every day. As well
as serving café users, the kitchen also provides meals for Day
Care and the Crèche at Mayfair. ‘Meals on Wheels’ are also
cooked here 365 days a year and these are distributed by
‘Good Neighbours’.
All this would not be possible without the help of
the four volunteers each weekday. They help by making
sandwiches, serving teas and coffee, waiting on tables
and, of course, washing up! There is great team work and
camaraderie; anyone wishing to join would be most welcome
and much appreciated - however much time you are able
to give - just a couple of hours one day a week would be
wonderful. Also if you could cover an odd afternoon when
someone is on holiday, this would be extremely helpful.
If you would like to find out more about this, please call
Angela Jones or Jayne Chard at 01694 722077 or call in at
the Mayfair Community Centre.
Facts and Figures:
The café is open on weekdays from 10am–3pm.
Coffee/tea and homemade cakes: 10am–12 and 2–3pm
Lunches: 12–2pm
The lunch menu varies daily and consists of a wide range
of home cooked meals such as cottage pie, roast chicken
or fish cakes and sweets such as bread and butter/summer
puddings or fruit pies.
Light snacks such as sandwiches and filled jacket potatoes
are also available.
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Holiday Club for parents and children
under 5 will operate through the summer
holidays starting on Tuesdays for 10-12
starting July 29th. Using the activity room there will be toys
for the children to play with and a chance for parents/carers
to get together too. All children need to be accompanied by
an adult.
Summer Club for 8-11 year olds. Tuesdays 10-4 during
summer holidays, starting July 22nd. A days activities
including arts and crafts and getting out and about exploring
the area. Cost £7 a day including snacks but bring your own
lunch and a change of clothes. Booking is needed – please
call Mayfair on 722077.
Friday 22nd August 10-1 - “Bling”
An art workshop working with professional artist Lee Lewis
and designer maker Genevieve Lewis creating new designer
T-shirts. Be the envy of all your family and friends with a
one off fabulous T-shirt. Make bold statements or make
everything sparkle.
We will decorate T-shirts with jewels, sequins, beads,
fabric paint and marker pens. We can use Tie dye and batik.
Open to all ages. The materials: beads, sequins, fabric
swatches, string, fabric paint, dye, wax, old jewellery, and
marker pens.
All materials provided but please wear old clothes and a
T-shirt or bag/rucksack you would like to transform.
Cost per session: £3:50 per person.
Places limited so book now to avoid disappointment.
Call Mayfair Community Centre for more details or
Lee Lewis on: 07714 89 86 50 - WRVS Project Manager
Do you have a hearing or sight loss? Come to the mobile
Resource unit on September 5th from 9-1 am at Mayfair
Community Centre. There be lots of equipment that may
well be of use to you as well as information and advice. For
more information contact Erika on 01743 342168.
Thank you
On behalf of everyone at Mayfair a huge thank you to the
More Singers for a delightful concert held at Concorde
college on June 14th the soloist Steve Garner was quite
exceptional. They brought the audience music from the
16th to the 20th Century raising $492 towards the work
of Mayfair Centre. Many thanks Sue Wood – Fundraising
Chair.
Exciting opportunity – advance notice
Mayfair is delighted to offer a workshop with local renowned
sculptor, Jane Robbins. This is an amazing opportunity to
work with Jane who has created such works as the bronzes of
Linda McCartney and Fred Dibnah. We will announce the
details of the workshop in September’s Focus – it will take
place one weekend in October.

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

Last Month’s Photo

May 2008
£100 554
£50 147
£20 451
£10 386

Stretton Antiques Market
Answer in next month’s Focus

Photos by David Morgans
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Occasional Advertisements

THE FIELD HOUSE

Part of the Barchester Healthcare Group,
offering excellent levels of care and providing
residents with an enjoyable quality of life.
One of the most sought after care homes in
the Shropshire/Staffordshire region.
Field House Drive, Off Sandford Avenue
Church Stretton SY6 7AA
Tel: 01694 723787

Michael Evans
Qualified Professional Counsellor
MBACP. Dip Couns, Cert. CBT
Tel: 01694 771579
Email: mikecounselling@tiscali.co.uk

Wenlock Furnishings
re-upholstery and soft furnishings

Stretton, Shropshire

Full re-upholstery of sofas and chairs
Curtains made to measure. Footstools made to order
All types of soft furnishings and upholstery
Caravans, camper vans and boat re-furbishments
Alterations and repairs
Would you like to learn how to make soft furnishings and
upholstery?
Teaching courses are available.

Tel 01694 781608

Get your Finances into shape in 2008

Frankwell Financial

Catchpole & Frogitt
Private Wine Merchants

www.pullthecork.com
We have recently opened an office in Church Stretton
and would like to hear from you if you are:
Interested in wine?
Like talking to people? Love a challenge?
Looking for flexible hours?
To find out more call Moira on 01694 722522

Dudgeley Mill Kitchens - All Stretton
Free Range Eggs, Jams, Marmalade and Preserves
Baked goods and speciality cakes made to order
Catering for small parties and events
Vegetables in season, Bed and Breakfast Accommodation
Call 01694 723461 or 01694 723522
Website: www.Dudgeleymillkitchens.com
Email: Dudgeleymillkitchens@gmail.com

Jinlye Guest House
All Stretton. Tel: 01694 723243

Looking for an extra special venue for your celebration?
Then why not enjoy the delights of Jinlye?
Perfect for small private parties, family celebrations
or just for a memorable afternoon tea with friends at any
time of the year.
Don’t Forget to visit the Gardens this summer GARDENS OPEN throughout June - September

HOLIDAY COASTAL COTTAGE - NORTHUMBERLAND

W. H. BARNETT

Andrew Wright
Tel: 07799 350189
Chiddingstone, Hazler Road,
Church Stretton, SY6 7AQ

George Bullock

Painter and Decorator
Satisfaction Assured
New tel. number Dorrington 01743 718797
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General Builder & Plasterer
Tel: 01588 672568 after 6pm
Mobile: 07891 963458

P J LATHAM
Painter and Decorator

01743 791897

07986 141169

StRETTON FOCUS

Window Cleaning Service

Your home may be reposessed if you do not keep up
repayments on your mortgage
For mortgage you can choose how we are paid: Pay a fee, usually
0.5% of the loan amount or we can accept commission from a lender

August 2008

Independent Financial Advisors
Mortgages and Re Mortgages
Life Assurance Pensions Investments
For independent expert advice and solutions
Contact Nigel Emsley
Tel: 01694 720054 or Mob: 07803 181855 www.frankwell.co.uk

Newly refurbished single storey, centrally heated, stone cottage,
three miles from Bamburgh, on the Northumberland Heritage
Coastline. Beautifully furnished and well equipped,
Curlew Cottage provides a superb base to explore this stunning part
of the country. Sleeps 4 in great comfort, both bedrooms en-suite.
Situated one mile from a long sandy beach with castles,
golf courses and seabird sanctuaries nearby.
For brochure contact Pat Malcolm on 01694 722147 or
email: pamalcolm@madasafish.com
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