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Three Men in a Bow Tie

T

his highly entertaining stage show is coming
to Church Stretton this month. The musical
trio perform songs and monologues in a
style which has a touch of Flanders and Swan about
it. The three stars are all Shropshire men who have
performed over 200 times in the area as well as at the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe last summer.
On stage, the stars do not take themselves seriously,
but in real life, John Moore is Director of Music at
Shrewsbury School, Chris Eldon Lee works for the
BBC on Radio 4 and Radio Shropshire, and Martin
Jones is a Pontesbury dairy farmer (who says he
writes his deeply poetic songs and monologues when
he is around the back end of cows). The three work
brilliantly together and produce one of the funniest
and slickest shows around.
They are performing at Church Stretton School for
one night only at 7.30 pm on Saturday 14 th February.
Tickets are available from John Thomas (Florist) or
by phone on 01694 724100.
The event is sponsored by the Church Stretton Area
Tourism Group.

Submission of articles. Material on 31⁄2” disks or CDs, and
typed or handwritten copy together with good quality glossy
colour or monochrome photographs should be handed
directly to Stretton Focus c/o Wrights, Estate Agent,
Sandford Avenue by noon on the date below. Material may
also be sent by e-mail to editor@strettonfocus.org.uk as an
attachment by the same copy date.
Disclaimer. Stretton Focus prints a wide range of articles
and letters. The views expressed by signed articles are
those of their authors and not necessarily those of the
Management Board.
Copy day is normally the first Monday of the month. For the
March issue it is Monday 2nd February 2004 (12.00 noon).

Oh! There’s Freda the Female Farmer as well.
Photographs courtesy of The Shropshire Star

The March Stretton Focus will be distributed on Friday
27th February.
Outlets. Stretton Focus may be purchased by annual
subscription (delivered) or directly from Newsworld
(Sandford Avenue), All Stretton Stores, Co-op, the Esso
Filling Station and the Churches.
© 2004 Stretton Focus

ISSN 1479-7356

The Official Church Stretton web site is at
www.churchstretton.co.uk.
Have you visited it yet?

Stretton Focus is printed by WPG, Welshpool
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What`s On in the Strettons

February 24th
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Race and Lunch
12.15pm – Don`t miss out on the Great Pancake Race
from the library to the Parish Centre. Bring your own pan
– pancakes are provided. Entrance 50p. Get your friends
to sponsor you!

I

f you wish to know the times of
regular meetings of societies and
groups, please consult the list of
societies and their contacts in the
central ‘yellow pages’.

12.30pm –A Pancake Lunch. A 2 course lunch will be
served in the Parish Centre. Tickets £3.00. You do not
need to have raced first!

February 6th
Flicks in the Sticks
‘Very Annie Mary’ (15) on Friday 6th February at 7.30pm
in All Stretton Village Hall. Tickets £3

All proceeds go to support the Bible Society in the work
of making the Bible known through translations into new
languages, modern versions, as audio-cassettes, CDs, in
Braille, as bible portions or selections, bible comics or new
reader formats.

February 8th
‘A year in the Life of the Shropshire Hills’
on Sunday 8th February 2pm – 4pm in the Chalet
Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley. National Trust staff will
present some of the work done in 2003 and some work
they plan to do in 2004. £4 per adult (includes hot berry
spiced cup and biscuits). Children admitted free to talk.

February 28th

Inner Wheel Club of Church Stretton
‘INTRADA’ A brass ensemble charity concert in aid of
Inner Wheel Charities

February 11th
Adventures of a Wildlife Photographer
Mike Leach
A very interesting, internationally famous wildlife
photographer, writer and raconteur with wonderful
photographs. Wed. 11th February at 7.30pm at Hope
Bowdler Village Hall. Admission £3, under 16’s £1.50.

The Inner Wheel Club of Church Stretton proudly
presents a brass band ensemble at Church Stretton School
on 28th February 2004.
The programme, starting at 7.30pm, will cater for all
tastes and ages from classics to jazz. Tickets, £8, are
available from John Thomas Florist and Burway Books.
and are inclusive of a glass of wine or a soft drink.

February 14th
Three Men in a Bow Tie
Church Stretton School 7.30pm on Saturday 14th
February. Tickets (£7.50) are available from John Thomas
(Florist) or by phone on 01694 724100. For details see
page 2

Club spokes person Barbara MacIntyre says, ‘You are
guaranteed yet another enjoyable evening from Chris
Andrews, another part of the talented Wardale family,
with ten of his musical friends’.
Contact: Barbara MacIntyre, Inner Wheel,
Tel. No. 01694-723246

February 19th, 20th and 21st
All Stretton Amateur Dramatic Society
This year`s pantomime will be ‘Jack and Jill in Pantoland’
by Eric Fowler, with performances on 19th, 20th and 21st
February at 7.30pm, also Saturday matinee at 2pm.
Tickets available at Burway Books and All Stretton Stores.

New Look Focus

T

his month we have four extra pages. These yellow
pages are filled with local information and the
index of advertisements. The Focus Diary has
been reorganised so that local organisations with regular
meetings are included in the yellow pages. If your
organisation is not represented and you would like it to be
listed, please let us know, giving us the relevant details.

February 20th
Shropshire Wildlife Trust – Strettons Branch
The next meeting is to be a talk by Tim Ashley on ‘The
Shropshire Lapwing Project’ on Friday, February 20th at
7.30pm in the URC Hall. (Please note changed venue.)

Irregular meetings and other Stretton area events will
now be publicised separately in our ‘What`s On in the
Strettons’ feature. If you would like us to include such an
activity for you, please can you let us have the information
by the copy date (first Monday of the month). The later
date for inclusion in Focus Diary no longer applies.

February 20th
Rotary Club of Church Stretton

Quiz Night

Saturday 20th February at 7.30pm
Silvester Horne Institute

We should like to take this opportunity to thank Ward
Davies once again for collating the Focus Diary so well
over the last ten years.
Editor

Raising funds for local charities
Please come and support this.
Stretton Focus
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Bird of the Month – February: Raven
The tumbling display flight of
Ravens, accompanied by their loud,
far carrying “cronk” call, is the
most evocative sight of
the uplands in late winter.
The pair wheel and soar
together on flat wings, their
flight so synchronised that
the wings appear
to be joined
at the tips.
Ravens breed very early. The nest is probably
already completed, but it is not lined, usually
with wool and moss, until just before the eggs
are laid. This normally occurs in the second half
of this month, and unless the winter is especially
hostile, most females will be incubating before
the end of February.

A

Because some Ravens have colour-rings, a few local
farmers believe they have been released here and that
is why the local population is growing. This is not
true – nests were located in the wild and the tree had
to be climbed so young that were already several weeks
old could be ringed before they fledged. The growing
population is attributed to the increase in carrion
left lying round the uplands. Sheep carcasses used
to be removed and taken to the knackers yard, but
the financial incentive for this disappeared when the
Government changed the regulations governing the
use of materials reclaimed from carcasses, to combat
the spread of BSE in the early 1990s.
Leo Smith

I

ncubation takes three weeks and fledging another
six – family parties may be seen throughout the
South Shropshire Hills any time from early May
onwards. Breeding is timed to coincide with the
lambing season – Ravens are omnivorous and largely
eat carrion. They are nature’s refuse collectors, and
clear afterbirth and corpses from the open hillsides.
Half of all young Ravens die before they are fourteen
months old and mortality continues to be high
until the few remaining birds become established in
breeding pairs, usually when they are 3-5 years old.
Once they acquire territories, breeding birds may
live until they are 10 years old or more. Because
many young birds need to be born to ensure that
sufficient reach breeding age, there are always more
immature birds, three years old or less, than there are
adult breeding birds. Small flocks, and occasionally
much larger ones, can be seen all over the Shropshire
Hills, but Caer Caradoc, Haddon Hill and the other
parts of the Long Mynd plateau and particularly the
Stiperstones (between the car park and Cranberry
Rock) are all good places for seeing flocks of Ravens.

The Raven Study Group would be very pleased if
any Focus reader could notify us of a Ravens’ nest,
particularly if it is being used for the first time this
year.
If you know of a Ravens’ nest, or suspect one, please
ring Leo Smith on 01588 638577.
We will come and check the nesting pair for colourrings and if either bird has one, we will be able to tell
you its life history.

The population is growing, but Ravens are very
territorial and nests are widely spaced, so the
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The Shropshire
Raven Study
Group has been
monitoring the
local population
since 1994.
Colour-rings were
put on 781 nestlings from 223 nests in Shropshire,
plus 20 nestlings from 6 Herefordshire nests, in the six
years 1994-1999. There is a different coloured ring
for each year and every ring has two unique letters.
We are now visiting all known nest sites and trying to
find new ones, to see whether any of the nesting birds
has a colour-ring. If it has, with luck and patience, it
is possible to read the letters through a telescope, so
we know how old the bird is and where it came from.
Ravens’ nest is likely to be found if birds are
seen carrying nesting material into a wood,
or displaying frequently over it, or loafing
about in the trees just before eggs are laid. The
most commonly observed evidence of an active nest
is seeing Ravens drive off other predatory birds
– particularly Buzzards – when the nest is established.
There are now several nests in the hills around Church
Stretton and we are discovering new ones every year.

The nest is one of the largest made by British
birds. The sticks are big, and the cup is so deep
that the sitting female is usually invisible below
the rim – this provides her with shelter from
driving storms and cold biting winds.

Stretton Focus

population is still small – perhaps only 250 breeding
pairs in the whole of Shropshire.
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Methodist Voice
Christmas 2003
hristmas celebrations started
early, on 3 December 2003,
to be exact, when the Ladies
Network held their Christmas Lunch.

C

It began with an extensive buffet meal,
followed by in-house entertainment,
including carols, community singing
and a quiz. This was enjoyed by a
large turn out, including friends from
our churches at Lower Netchwood and
Aston Munslow.
The Carol Service was held on Sunday
21 December 2003 and was led by
Harry Clarke. The Church Choir
sang and also, together with the
Junior Church, gave a fine musical
presentation of ‘The Stable Story’.
The service was thoroughly enjoyed by
a large congregation and the collection
in aid of NCH Action for Children
amounted to £175.95.
The midnight service on Christmas
Eve was led by Revd. Tony Hearle and
we were pleased to receive a group of
international visitors.
Christmas Day service was again very
well attended and we were delighted to
see so many visitors.
Retiring collections at various
Christmas services were donated to:
- Christian Aid (Network), HIV/AIDS
Programme for Africa, NCH Action
for Children, Iran Disaster Relief
Fund, Methodist Development and
Relief Fund.
The Covenant Service
n 25 December 1747 and
on many other occasions,
John Wesley strongly urged

O
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Methodists to renew their covenant
with God. His first formal Covenant
Service was held in the French church
at Spitalfields on 11 August 1755.
The emphasis of the current service
is one of God’s readiness to
enfold us in generous love,
not dependent on our own
deserving. Our response, also
in love, springs with penitent
joy from thankful recognition
of God’s grace.
The covenant is not a oneto one transaction between
individuals and God, but the
act of the whole community.
The service is meant to lead us
to that commitment which all
worship seeks, both to inspire
and strengthen.
The general custom of the Methodist
Church is that this service is held once a
year. Our service for 2004, conducted
by Revd. Ward Davies (deputising
for Revd. Joan Warner) was held on
Sunday 4 January and we were able to
meet, as generations have met before
us, to renew the covenant which bound
them, and binds us, to God.
The South Shropshire Circuit
Our Circuit is probably one of
the largest, geographically, in
the Methodist Connexion. The
Superintendent Minister is Revd.
Deanne Snelling who is responsible
for three Ludlow churches. The Zion
and Broad Street churches have now
been amalgamated and are known
as Ludlow Methodist Church. The
Zion church has been sold and
refurbishment of the amalgamated
church will begin in the near future.
Revd. Pauline Gates is responsible
for the six churches in the Tenbury
Sector. Here in Church Stretton, our
own Minister Revd. Joan Warner is
responsible for the churches at Craven
Arms, Aston Munslow and Netchwood
(Ditton Priors).
Over the next few months I will
devote a column to the organisation of
the Methodist Church which I hope
readers of the Focus will find both
interesting and informative.
West Midland Show 2004
This has been moved to Sat/Sun
26/27 June. In conjunction with

this, the Show
Management
have agreed that
we can conclude
the show with a
Songs of Praise
at 6.00 p.m.
on the Sunday. To enable people to
come to this, the admission charge will
be waived after 5.00 p.m. We now
need the following: firstly, as many
people as possible to support this
event as the opportunity for a large
open-air Christian Witness does not
arise very often, so please get it in your
diaries and start making the necessary
arrangements. Secondly, this venture
will take a lot of organising and there
must be some Christians in the county
with experience of this type of event
who could share their expertise. If you
can help in any way, please contact me
on 01694 771625.
The Sunday Service on Radio
he Sunday Service broadcast
act of worship on BBC
Radio Shropshire is to be
switched from weekly to monthly
from January. BBC Hereford and
Worcester’s equivalent has been
axed completely. Lichfield Diocese,
together with Hereford and Worcester
Dioceses, are taking this up with
the BBC and are asking them to
reconsider. If necessary, and with
your support, the Diocese will
mount a full campaign to restore
this programme, which delivers the
station to one of the biggest audiences
of the week. The Sunday Service is
broadcast at 7.05 a.m. each Sunday
morning and comes from different
Christian churches throughout
Shropshire. The production is
shared with the radio station by
Revd. Chris Penn, Priest in Charge
of Llanyblodwel and Trefonen and
of Llanymynech and of Morton;
and by Annie Holden, the station’s
former religious producer who is
now Director of Communications
at Hereford Diocese. If you wish
to support the campaign to keep
‘Sunday Service’, you can write to
Mr. Tim Pemberton, Managing Editor,
BBC Radio Shropshire, 2-4 Boscobel
Avenue, Shrewsbury, SY1 3TT.

T
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Church Stretton Jottings: The Church Stretton Posting Establishment.
Part Two.

T

he Church Stretton Posting
Establishment, situated in
Burway Road, was started
by David Hyslop, a Scot. A David
Hyslop is first listed in Mercer and
Crocker’s “Directory of Shropshire”
of 1877 as a “post-horse master”.
In Porter’s Directory of 1888/9 he
advertises as a carriage proprietor
and is listed as running a Posting
Establishment in the commercial
section.

He built and occupied “Beaconsfield”
on the south side of Burway Road
by demolishing a row of very small
cottages and replacing them with a
small terrace of four houses. I think it
likely that “Beaconsfield” is the house
at the right hand end.
“Beaconsfield” later became the
residence of Frank Blower when
Managing Director. This terrace
was demolished in the 1950s or
60s (1962?) to make way for a car
showroom, now the “Crown Carpets”
shop.

Beaconsfield (right hand end)

It is interesting to see, from the
contents of the adverts. over a
number of years, the change in the
scope of the business reflecting,
inevitably, the change in the nature
of transport. As can be seen from
the 1908 advertisement, the
business was initially concerned
with horses and horse drawn
transport. However, with the
coming of the car, the emphasis
gradually changed. The first
mention of the motor car appeared
in the 1916 advertisement when
there were “open and closed
motors for hire” and “motor runs”
were mentioned.
The name “Central Garage” was
added to the advertisement in
1920 when in addition to having
“motors for hire and motor
runs a speciality”, “tyres, tubes,
petrol, benzol, oils and greases”
were stocked and “overhauls
and repairs” undertaken. By the
1928 edition, the business had
changed to one concerned with
motor vehicles.

1908
His name then appears in a number
of directories, including Kelly’s
and Wilding’s, in which he is
variously described as “licensed to
let post horses” a jobmaster and a
coal merchant. Although Hyslop
advertised a number of services in the
1905 “Church Stretton Illustrated”
(including “Funerals furnished”, the
hire of horse drawn vehicles and as a
coal merchant), it is not until the 1908
issue of “Church Stretton Illustrated”
that the name “Church Stretton
Posting Establishment Ltd” appears in
the advertisement.
Stretton Focus
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1928

The original name of the business
was present but only in small type.
The title “Central Garage” was
predominant as was the description
“Motor Engineers”. The telegraphic
address, given for the first time, was
“Central Garage, Church Stretton”.
All mention of horses had disappeared
and though the photograph in the
1908 edition was still in use it was
entitled “Reminiscences of the past”.

cellulose spraying” among its services
and it was both an A.A. and an R.A.C.
garage. It boasted of both private cars
and a 14 seater coach for hire!

My copy of the 1937 (and last) edition
of “Church Stretton Illustrated” lacks
some of the preliminary pages but I
can find no advertisement in it though
the business remained (and remains)
in existence, albeit now in another
location. If any reader of these notes
The technical capability of the business has any further information, I would
be pleased to hear from him/her.
was increasing. The 1933 advert.
A.J.Crowe
includes “cylinder re-boring and
- xx -
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The Church Stretton
Christmas Fayre

C

onsidering the atrocious weather on the day and the
very limited budget we had to spend on publicity,
the Tourism Group was delighted to see so many
children and smiling adult faces in and around the Square
at the Christmas Fayre in December
It may be of interest to know that there were no entrance
charges made to stall-holders or the public but, thanks to
the proceeds from the raffle and voluntary contributions
from the public, a total of £176 was raised in the Square
that evening. This almost paid for the £130 cost of insuring
the event and the £100 hire charge for the public address
system: the deficit was generously made up by the Food
Fayre fund, while the Christmas Lights Committee very
kindly sponsored the excellent brass band. Also collected
that evening by Berry`s was the sum of £200 for Cancer
Care, and a similar sum was collected by the Mayfair
Community Centre: sincere thanks to all who contributed!
Finally, our grateful thanks to all the voluntary organisations
and the many individuals who made the evening possible
by working so hard to make this an enjoyable first-ever
community-run Christmas Fayre. Who knows, it could
even be repeated next year?
John Woolmer, Church Stretton Area Tourism Group

Weather – December 2003

D

Thank you to all who helped and joined in “Carols in the
Square” on Christmas Eve. There were more people there
than ever. Nearly £600 was raised for the Air Ambulance
Service as a result of the generosity of those attending.
Marion Murdoch kindly led the Rotary Choir and Trevor
Morris provided the musical accompaniment on the
accordion yet again.

C.S. and District Chamber of Trade
Christmas Window Dressing Competition

T

he above event took place on the evening of the
Christmas Fair on 12th December 2003. The
Chairman wishes to thank all those businesses that
entered and also those who did not enter yet brightened up
their shops with decorations. First Place in the competition
was Stretton Menswear (£50 prize money), Second Place
was the Hillside Chemist (£20 prize money) and Highly
Commended was awarded to Flinders.
Stuart Wright, Chairman

B

erry’s raised £650 for Stretton Cancer Care (£200
from Tombola and Guess the Weight of the Cake at
the Christmas Fayre, and £450 from mulled wine
and mince pies on Christmas Eve). Thank you to all our
customers.

Royal British Legion, Poppy Appeal 2003

T

he Church Stretton Branch of the Royal British Legion
wish to thank the people of Church Stretton and
District for their help and generosity during the Poppy
Appeal last November. The magnificent sum of over £4500
was raised from poppy sales and Remembrance Sunday church
collections. Thank you so much; we are very grateful to you
all. You may like to know that all this money goes towards
the welfare work of the Royal British Legion – the cost of the
Legion`s organisation is borne by members` subscriptions.
Derek Crompton, Poppy Appeal Organiser

With only 14 days of sunshine it was a rather dismal
month. The maximum temperature, however, was well
above last year at 56.3F on the 13th compared with last
year’s 54.5F. The average temperature was 42.77F against
41.81F last year.
Snow fell on two days, the 21st and the 28th, but did
not settle in the valley. However, it did persist on the
Longmynd for several days making the Burway road
treacherous in places even for 4 x 4 vehicles, yet motorists
still persisted in trying to use it. The last four days were
particularly cold with frosts every day and temperatures no
higher than the low 40’s.
Robert Smart
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T

he Tree of Light was a great success, raising over
£2000 for local charities while giving people a chance
to remember their loved ones and their special causes.
We thank all who supported this and we hope that such an
opportunity of remembrance gave pleasure.

Berry’s

ecember was a pretty mixed
affair with a lot more rain than
we have had for many a month,
in fact since October 2002. The total
rain for the month was 4.51 inches with
just over an inch falling on the first day.
After that we had rain on 13 more days
with 0.78 inches on the 20th and
0.50 inches on the 26th being the most notable. The rain
was well spread out and we had only four consecutive wet
days at any one time, that being from the 11th to the 14th.
In between we had short dry spells with some frosts, ten
frosts in total. The lowest ground temperature was 22.1F
on the 8th.

Stretton Focus

Rotary Club of Church Stretton

Cancer Research UK

T

he Church Stretton Local Committee members
would like to thank everyone who has supported
them during the past 12 months and enabled them
to raise over £8000 for research into the causes, prevention
and eventual complete cure for cancer.
H. M. Souter, Chairman
February 2004
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Anglican Voice

A

s many of you reading this will know,
the Anglican Church said farewell to
the rector, Jonathan Millard, and his
wife Jill (former editor of Focus) last November. They are
now in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and moved into their new
home on December 23rd! Unlike the Anglican Church in this
country, the Episcopal Church doesn’t provide a house…so
not only have they moved continents but they had to relocate
themselves, re-house, find schools and so on. Anyone who
has ever moved will not envy them the task – particularly
moving into a new home two days before Christmas!
The vacancy left here (often called the interregnum) is not
automatically filled by the curate! A process begins that
– God willing – leads to the appointment of a new rector.

The post will be advertised during January and February
with applications being received throughout this time. If all
goes to schedule, there will be interviews in early March.
During all this process, of course, the church carries on!
In our case we are very grateful for the ministry of retired
clergy, non-stipendiary ministers and lay-readers for filling
the gaps in the schedules. Vacancies can be times when
churches pull together to sustain and grow the ministry of
the church. That is the case here. What we have to resist is
the temptation to sit back and assume that everything will
be done by the new rector, once he or she arrives.
Throughout this whole time, we need to pray for God’s
guidance, sustaining love and courage. Although no-one
expected a vacancy – it is the case that in such a situation
we can grow in faith, hope and love and above all, continue
to share the good news of Jesus with all.

Each Church within the Church of England has either
trustees or is under a Bishop`s appointment. Either way
the church has a say in who is to come and take on the
role. The Anglican Church in the Strettons shares the
responsibility for appointing with the Church Patronage
Trust and the Diocesan Bishop (usually his representative).

As to who it will be…watch this space!
Jon Hutchinson, Assistant Curate

Firstly the church writes a document called the ‘Statement
of Needs’ (sometimes referred to as the Parish Profile).
Contributions to this were made at an open meeting in
November. The final version of this document is passed by
the PCC (the elected Parochial Church Council) and is the
document sent to prospective candidates. The PCC also votes
on issues that might affect who would be considered, whether
the candidates can be either male or female for example.
The PCC elects representatives who, along with the patronage
trust and Bishop’s representative, will conduct the interviews.
The vacancy is advertised, the Patronage Trust draws up a
shortlist and interviews take place. If there is a successful
candidate, a suitable date is arranged for giving notice at his
or her own church with the announcement being given here
simultaneously.

Jonathan and Jill Millard at their ‘Farewell lunch’
Photo: Richard Warren

Town Directories for Church Stretton

F

ollowing the successful production of 10,000 copies
of a much needed new Town Visitor Guide last
Spring and two Events Calendars for the area, the
Church Stretton Area Tourism Group is now in the process
of producing some new publications designed to list and
describe the many attractions of the Strettons.

offices, libraries and Tourist Information Centres.

Thousands of copies of ‘Where to Stay, Eat and Drink In
and Around Church Stretton’ are due to be published shortly,
also a Town Directory that lists the shops and services
the area has to offer is on its way to local printers. These
publications should be of real interest to both residents and
visitors and will be widely and freely available to the public
from all the participating shops, cafes, public houses, hotels,
guest houses and businesses – as well as from the Council
Stretton Focus
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The Church Stretton Chamber of Trade is giving generous
support to the Town Directory to help meet printing and
publishing costs. It is hoped that all our publications will
be regularly updated on an annual basis in order to provide
people with comprehensive and accurate details of local
accommodation, eating places, shops, services and events in
and around the town.
Hopefully our latest leaflets/booklets will soon be found
and used in all the homes of local residents and in the hands
of many of our tourists/visitors. We would welcome your
comments as to their effectiveness!
Church Stretton Area Tourism Group
February 2004
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Well Well Well -120 Years of Natural Success

T

he name Well Well Well often gets a reaction, as you
might expect, and to those who do not know us it
does not give too many clues away as to our line of
business. Those who do know us may not be aware that we
are part of the largest, British, water bottling company with
a heritage to be proud of.
The Stretton Hills
Mineral Water
Company opened a
purpose built waterbottling factory on the
Shrewsbury Road in
1883. Documented
records of water bottling
date back to this time.
Records indicate even
earlier exploitation of
the Long Mynd waters
at The Church Stretton
Aerated Water Company
in Carding Mill valley.
Entries for both water companies
appear in Kelly’s Directory of 1885.

still visible today
and can be read
when filling-up
at the courtesy
tap “This is one
of the purest
waters which has
ever come under
my notice or of
which I have seen
any record”.

Our records indicate water bottling ceased at the start of the
Second World War in 1938/ 39 and between this time to 1971
the site was used primarily as a distribution depot. ‘Matured’
locals, many of whom may have worked at some time at the
plant, may have a better recollection of this period.
Wells Soft Drinks of Tenbury Wells realised the potential
of the bottled water market and the quality of the Stretton
waters and ultimately purchased our site in 1975. Through
their guidance and brand portfolio our products became
household names and starting appearing nationally on the
shelves of the Country’s leading supermarkets.

Gazebo in the grounds

At this time The Stretton Hills Mineral Water Co. supplied
crated carboys of water by rail to Liverpool for use on ships
supplying the transatlantic trade.
Both water companies existed happily side-by-side for a
number of years though the mineral water company in
Carding Mill closed and no mention of it is made after 1906.
Meanwhile Jewsbury and Brown Ltd had acquired the Stretton
Hills Co. and the reputation of its Cwm Dale waters grew.

In 1985 in response to growing consumer usage and
awareness, tighter bottling controls were introduced in the
shape of Natural Mineral Water Regulations, requiring
inspection, approval and recognition of all Natural Mineral
Water sources. This process can take two years to achieve
by building up the data to demonstrate the stability, quality

Through the various advertising campaigns we had the
proud boast of existing during five reigns in which time
we had held Royal Warrants of Appointment for Queen
Victoria, Edward VII, George V and the late Queen
Mother.

Q

ueen Victoria, herself, is believed to have been so
impressed with the quality of our water that she
decreed that the governors of our colonies should
all enjoy a regular supply of “Stretton Water”. Cwm Dale
water was subsequently shipped to all corners of the world.

A variety of bottles used today
and consistency of the source. Once approved, a Natural
Mineral Water can only be bottled and sold under a single
commercial designation and reference to the water’s origin
must appear on the bottle label.

Our company also had the distinction of reproducing
a portrait of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, the Queen
Mother as part of our advertising campaign. This painting,
by David Jagger, was believed to be much admired by Her
Majesty and a personal message appears on the back of the
original. The reproduction hangs in the Factory Manager’s
office. (see opposite page)

O

To further enhance the reputation of the Stretton Waters
and their superior quality Francis Sutton F.C.S., F.I.C.
(1831-1917), an eminent analytical chemist of his day,
passed very favourable comments about the quality of Cwm
Dale Spring. A marble plaque recording these comments is
Stretton Focus
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ur factory achieved greater success as demand
for bottled water started to grow significantly
during 1980’s/ 90’s. Knowing the space
limitations of our plant in Stretton, Wells Soft Drinks
developed a second water bottling plant in Cumbria and
first started bottling there in 1990/ 91. The larger plant
in Cumbria is located in the picturesque Eden Valley and
draws it’s water from what is believed to be the largest
aquifer in Europe.
Today our site in Church Stretton bottles from four Natural
Mineral Water sources, all of which differ in mineral
February 2004
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composition that allow us to market our waters to different
customers. Three of our sources have local designations
‘Stretton Hills’, ‘Ashbrook Mountain Spring’ and ‘Carding
Mill Spring’ and account for high proportion of our annual
volume. Our Company brand ‘Aqua-Pura’ is the official
bottled water for the Great British Athletics Team, Women
in Athletics, UK Athletics and Jaguar Racing’s Formula 1
and Formula 3 teams.

A batch for wrap
our products are of a good, consistent quality that more
than satisfies the stringent requirements of Natural Mineral
Water Regulations. We are very privileged to be in such a

A satisfied Royal customer
Our site has received major investment in recent years and
it remains a major employer in the Town employing up to
seventy people at times of peak demand. Average number of
On the conveyor belt, with Roy Fletcher and
David McPhail
beautiful location, bottling superior quality water and a
thriving market place in which to sell our local products
nationally.
Mike Beasley, Factory Manager

The bottling process
bottles sold weekly has been in the region of half a million
and while demand is seasonal the nature of the factory is
such that stock building is a requirement and production
rarely stops. This year has been an exceptional year for us;
a good summer has seen high demand continue well into
September.

Mike Beasley, Factory Manager, with Steve Hughes,
Factory Engineer
All photographs by Paul Miller

In keeping with our proud history our focus remains very
much on the quality of our water. All products follow a
strict testing regime and a number of accreditations ensure
Stretton Focus
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Shropshire Wildlife Trust
Strettons Branch

Quaker Voice

I

recently attended a ‘Quiet Day’ with a Jesuit
Priest at the Quaker Center at Woodbrooke.
We were asked to reflect on our inner dreams and to
recognise that these might be what God would wish us to do.

Conservation and Farming

W

here in Shropshire is the farm where nesting
yellowhammers have become abundant and
where the milking cows found an experimental
small field of sunflowers so irresistible that their grazing
field had to be moved well away?

‘God’s Dream’ an extract of a poem by Charles Peguy.
(1873 – 1914)
‘I myself will dream a dream within you..
Good dreams come from Me, you know..
My dreams seem impossible, not too practical,
Not for the cautious man or women…
A little risky sometimes, a trifle brash perhaps..

Mr Robert Kynaston entertained a large group of members
and friends of the Strettons branch of The Shropshire
Wildlife Trust with a delightful talk, and beautiful slides, at
their last meeting of 2003.

Some of my friends prefer
To rest more comfortably
In sounder sleep, with visionless eyes..
But from those who share My dreams
I ask a little patience,
A little humour,
Some small courage,
And a listening heart…
I will do the rest

Mr Kynaston’s 242 acre farm is at Great Hollaston, west of
Shrewsbury on flat land but on the edge of Shropshire Hills
area. He has one hundred milking cows, 40 acres of woodland
and grows cereal crops in rotation. His Integrated Farm
Management practice is promoted by an organisation called
‘LEAF’ (Linking Environment and Farming). Groups from
schools and interested organisations can book for guided tours.
Crop rotation means cereal weeds are less likely to build up.
Two metre grass margins under hedges are left uncultivated
and unsprayed so many seed bearing grasses and weeds
thrive providing food for yellowhammers and many seedeating birds. These methods attract some income through
the Stewardship Scheme.

Then they will risk, and wonder at their daring..
Run, and marvel at their speed..
Build, and stand in awe at the beauty of their building…
You will meet Me often as you work,
In your companions who share the risk…
In your friends who believe in you enough
To lend their own hearts
To you building..
In the people who stand in your doorway,
Stay awhile,
And walk away knowing that they too can find a
dream.

Other conservation work that receives some finance but
needs much greater attention to management includes
leaving boggy areas to form ponds. They become insectrich, suiting the insect-eating birds. Awkward field corners
(difficult to manage with large machines) are planted with
trees - but he must avoid ash, hazel and rowan which have
proved beloved of deer and do not survive.
A practical way of disposing of polluting drainage from
cattle yards and buildings is to form ‘settling lagoons’ with
reed beds to clear and purify liquid.
Over-wintered stubble, some spring-sown cereals and the
2-metre fallow margins help nesting birds whose chicks
cannot thrive in tall vegetation. Internal hedges are cut
every three years to allow birds, mammals and insects to
benefit. Sheltering windbreaks are planted round outskirts
of woodlands helping all kinds of wild creatures to thrive.
Margot Daniel

There will be sun-filled days,
And sometimes it will rain..
A little variety..
Both come from Me.
So come now, be content,
It is My dream you dream.
For me this poem emphasizes the importance of taking
guidance from our heart and having faith that even our
wildest dream can come true.

Focus on Faith

W

hat does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he
has faith and has not works? Can his faith save
him? If a brother or sister is ill clad and in lack of
daily food, and if one of you says to them “Go in peace, be
warmed and filled” without giving them the things needed
for the body, what does it profit? So faith by itself, if it has
no works, is dead.
But some will say, “You have faith and I have works”.
Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my
Stretton Focus
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works will show you my faith. You believe that God is one;
you do well. Even the demons believe and shudder. Do
you want to be shown, you shallow man, that faith apart
from works is barren? Was not Abraham our father justified
by works, when he offered his son Isaac upon the altar?
You see that faith was active along with his words… he was
called the friend of God. You see that a man is justified by
works and not by faith alone… For as the body apart from
the spirit is dead, so faith apart from works is dead.
James Ch.2 vv 14-26
February 2004
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Leap into February

Dear Editor ...

Happy Birthday to those of you with
birthdays on February 29th.

Vision – What vision?

W

ith the population of
the Strettons standing at
about 4,200, this should
mean that there are about three of
you in our area. (Work it out!).
Searching the internet shows that
you share the misfortune of having
a birthday only every four years
with figures from the past such as the singer Dinah Shore
(born 1916), the band leader Jimmy Dorsey (1904) and the
composer Rossini (1792).

However, should anyone be born on February 29th this year
and should that person reach the age of 92 (in 2096) then
he or she will have to wait eight years for the next birthday
as the year 2100 will not be a leap year!
Leap year, with its extra day every four years, was first
suggested by Julius Caesar in 45BC. It was an attempt
to align the calendar year with the exact time it takes the
earth to rotate once around the sun. However, the earth
does not complete its circuit in exactly 365.25 days but
in an inconvenient 365.24219 days! So over time the
calendar became out of kilter with the seasons. Corrections
were made to the calendar by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582
which included changing the rule for leap years. Since
then century years are only leap years, with an extra day, if
they are divisible by 400. So 2000 was a leap year but not
1900 and 2100. The calendar is still not perfect and it is
accumulating an error of one day in 3236 years. Someone
else`s problem!
In these liberated times, this may not
be relevant but it may still be worth a
young lady waiting until February 29th
to propose. Tradition has it that if the
young man refuses her he must buy her
a dress and a pair of kid gloves, which is
some compensation.
Apparently there is an old English saying:
‘A leap year
Is never a good sheep year.’
Believe that and you will believe anything. However, did
Foot and Mouth Disease arrive in this country in the last
months of 2000?
Advance Notice

Marmalade Market
Hope Bowdler Mothers’ Union will be selling home-made
marmalade (£1 a Jar) in The Square, Church Stretton
on Sat. 6th March 2004 from 9.30am.

Stretton Focus

February 2004 mag

A

s the Community Voice of
the Strettons, I am writing
to you in the hope that my
letter may provoke some sort of
positive response from those who
are conducting the Church Stretton
Partnership - apparently on our
behalf.
According to the few articles I have
managed to read recently in the Focus and the local press,
it is my understanding that representatives of the town
- including the Town Council - are meant to be preparing
a vision for the town and area as to how/what we want it to
look, perform and contain over the next decade.
I had always imagined ‘vision’ to mean something along
the lines of imaginative foresight or scene of unusual
beauty. Certainly if a vision of the town is to be created one
would hope that it should ultimately lead to tangible and
considerable improvements in appearance, performance,
health, amenities and facilities.
I find it extremely worrying therefore when I read of one
organisation not wanting the visionary proposed railway
station development as it is deemed to be ‘too ambitious’.
Apparently the school swimming pool is perfectly adequate
and only needs minor ‘tweaking’, also a small fitness centre
can be ‘tacked’ onto the back of the pool and a secondhand porta-cabin can adequately serve our best needs
as an improved Tourist Information Centre. What sort
of impression will these visions of splendour give to our
visitors - not only of the Town - but also of its leaders?
Surely we should look on the vision as an opportunity to
use imaginative foresight so that our residents and visitors
gain quality amenities and facilities - not just patched-up,
tweaked or second-hand ones? But perhaps we shall get our
deserved/just deserts? .
S. Mabbutt

I

n last month`s magazine, Les Dobbs refers to something
said by Winston Churchill – “The mood and temper of
the public with regard to the treatment of criminals is one
of the most unfailing tests of the civilisation of any country”.
I would like (as a newcomer to Church Stretton) to adapt
those words as to how I feel about the ambience of Curch
Stretton. The mood and temper of the residents with regard to
the treatment of newcomers is one of the most unfailing tests of
the civilisation of any town.
Since I came here I have had every kindness shown to me by
individuals and organisations (and they will know who they
are). This generosity of spirit and helpfulness has made
me feel that Church Stretton has a very kind and happy
atmosphere and I would like all those who have contributed
to it to accept my thanks.
Margaret Sucksmith (Mrs)
February 2004
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Dear Editor ...continued

I

was interested to read in the December issue
the informative Quaker article on Prison
Reform. I was horrified at some of the
information about women prisoners today in
Holloway to which one of my patients was sent
on several occasions when picked up for offences
while being addicted to heroin. She died in her
early twenties. The following may help to put
some figures on your generalisations and bring
home the urgency of prison reform.
For both male and female prisoners the judiciary
should think harder about imposing more community
rehabilitation orders (CRO) instead of a sentence in prison.
At the present time there are 75,000 prisoners in jail and
the figure is expected to rise to 100,000 within 5 years.
This is at a cost of £3000 per prisoner per week whilst a
community rehabilitation order costs £3000 per year.
According to Chuck Colson (Mr Nixon’s chief of staff
- imprisoned after Watergate) in his book “Justice that
Restores”, 71% of sentenced offenders in 1997 were for
non-violent offences in the UK, which is the same as in the
USA, and 14% convicted for drug offences.
To prevent the prison explosion that is occurring, this 71%
should be targeted for CRO, as the reoffending rate after
CRO is only 20% as opposed to 75% for young offenders
having custodial sentences who re-offend within 2 years and
60% for the mature prisoner.
For a further lowering of the reoffence rate, there must be
a change of heart and soul from within. This is seen often

if the prisoner actually meets a victim (not his
own but another) and is brought face to face
with the effect crime has on victim and offender.
The importance of saying “sorry” and acting
sorry cannot be overemphasised. After this
the need for forgiveness and reconciliation can
occur and the prisoner may then take steps to
ensure he never repeats his folly. This is exactly
the value of the Sycamore Tree Course run by
the Prison Fellowship in partnership with the
prison Chaplains.
At the moment 125,000 children have a parent in prison
with the terrible break up of family life and breakdown of
marriage. There is also the fact that often a man’s sentence
begins when he comes out and tries to find accommodation
away from his old haunts and friends who were not caught.
The prisoner also has to look for a job which he can hold
down for more than a few months against the possible
prejudice of the employer to employ ex-prisoners.
If these changes could occur then the Quakers outlook for
2095 AD will indeed be hopeful and England would cease
to be at or very near the top echelon of European countries
with very high rates of custodial sentences.
Finally our aim should not be; - “to make the punishment
fit the crime” - but rather to enable the punishment to
reform the criminal by all means at our disposal or, as St
Paul said, “While we have the opportunity let us do good
to all people” (victim and offender) Galations 6.v.10.
Martin Plumptre

Walking 4 Marathons for Cancer Research

“I

magine what Christmas must be like in Heaven”.
These were the words of my Goddaughter,
speaking about her grandmother who died
suddenly last month. These words, spoken so trustingly,
hold up our faith and hope that God is indeed looking after
missing loved ones, that they are in a better place and that
they are happy.
Sadly, our Christmas too was marred by sad news. My
husband’s father, a kind and loving family man, was
diagnosed with terminal cancer. Thus Christmas for us
was bittersweet as we fought to carry on the Christmas
celebrations for the sake of the children, while thinking
every day that this would be our last Christmas together as
a family.
Cancer is a disease which knows no social, age or gender
boundaries. Every person who has known someone with
cancer, or indeed suffered it themselves, knows the terror
the word cancer strikes to the very heart. I will never
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forget at 16 watching the expression on my mother’s face
as she received a phone call from the doctor telling her she
had breast cancer; she had had to insist on a biopsy as the
doctors told her it was ‘just a cyst’. She was lucky and beat
the breast cancer.
To raise money for research to prevent and cure cancer, my
husband and I intend to walk ‘4 Marathons in 4 Weeks’,
starting on Sunday, 1st February. We will be walking 26
miles during the course of each week.
All money raised will go to Cancer Research. We will
be placing our sponsorship forms throughout the town.
Please, if you see them give generously.
Cancer Research also accepts donations directly via phone,
post or their online web site.
Many thanks in advance to anyone who supports us in our
walk or donates to Cancer Research.
Sharon Nichols, 01694 723385
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Roman Catholic Voice

Rotary Club of Church Stretton

S

W

Shortcuts are, therefore, not usually encouraged by
the more conventional churches where virtue is said to
be found in following the well-tried methods of our
religious ancestors. This is sometimes expressed in
the saying “If it was good enough for them, it should
be good enough for you”, or “There is no easy way to
perfection”.

Candidates would need to be in a position to arrange the time
off with their employer. They should be willing to undergo a
selection process and to undertake some speaking engagements
about their work and life. They should have no direct links with
the Rotary Club ( this is stipulated to avoid any appearance of
favouring candidates through such connections).

Group Study Exchange Scheme

Time for a Quick Change

hortcuts are supposed to get you
to the place you want to go to
more quickly than the official
way. They are sometimes unofficial,
sometimes prohibited, sometimes
the result of laziness. We are often
discouraged from taking shortcuts because some feel
that they are slightly unlawful and if we take one, we
are ourselves not as moral as others who follow the
traditional route.

e are looking for suitable
candidates to apply to join a
group of about 5 to visit Brazil
for about five weeks in 2005. The scheme
is aimed at working people between the
ages of 25 and 40 who show potential
for senior positions in their occupation
eventually. The aim is to exchange groups of such people
internationally to foster understanding of different countries
and cultures. Hospitality is arranged through local Rotary
Clubs and a full programme of visits is organised by them.

Some time ago I was speaking to someone who had
left his normal employment to study for a teaching
degree. It involved not just the lectures and the essays
but the whole experience of university life. Although
he was older than most of the students, he found
the exhilaration of the social opportunities a new
experience, and after it was all over he was asked to try
and sum it all up in one short sentence. He was quick
with his reply. It went like this: If a thing doesn’t work
you can change it.

Anyone interested should contact Rotarian Alan Tipper on
01694 771808

O

ur President, Pat Doyle, had a major operation in
December but he has recovered very well and is
chairing our meetings again. His next major target
is to win the Rotary District Golf Championship! We are
delighted to have him back with us and we wish him all the
best.
Just before his operation Pat presented a cheque for £100
to Jean Jarvis, the Chief Officer of the South Shropshire
Furniture Scheme. Jean explained that the money would be
used to help finance keeping the vans on the road. She said
that it is quite difficult to raise the money for such running
expenditure. £5000 a year is needed to fund the vital
transport which picks up furniture and delivers it.

In today’s world, where computers are part of our life and
new spheres of knowledge appear every day, where people
are experimenting with new ways of living and seeking
to reconcile old principles with the demands of progress,
we can quite easily become either disillusioned, critical,
resigned or simply opt out.

A donation of £250 is being made to the charity “Rotarian
Elimination of Malaria in Tanzania” REMIT! The chairman
of the Rotary Club in Britain, Keith Stoyel, has been heavily
involved with this work and the cheque will be presented to
him when he joins us at our Jubilee Dinner on 11 March.

Then I wonder how Jesus felt, when he saw what kind of
world he had come into. “He was in the world which came
into being through him, and the world did not recognise
him. He came into his own, and his own people did not
accept him”.
I wonder what he felt about shortcuts?
There was a famous church man called John Henry
Newman. He lived from 1801 until 1890. One of his
wisest remarks is often quoted in books about religion, but
really it is about everything in life. “To be mature is to have
changed often”.
Is there perhaps a short cut to maturity or do mature people
learn to see shortcuts as part of the journey to maturity and is maturity the end of our road? Jesus said, “I have not
come to change the law, but to bring it to maturity”.
Mind, if you take shortcuts you sometimes get mud on your
boots!
Fr. Joseph Donlan
Stretton Focus
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The Club is still looking for local schools who would be
willing to help with filling an Aquabox. These are for
assisting in disaster areas overseas. They contain equipment
for basic survival for a family and the empty box can be
used, with the chemicals provided, to make up enough
purified water for about three months. Details can be
obtained from Alan Tipper on 771808. We are also
involved in providing “Shelter Boxes” filled with clothes and
household items for people in disaster areas; many of these
were used after the earthquake in Iran.
We shall be arranging the holiday week in Blackpool for Senior
Citizens again this year. The dates are the 15-22 July and
anyone interested should contact Darroll Harrison on 720177.
Roger Stokes
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Mayfair Community Centre - Here to Support YOU
Support groups:

Cancer Care
2nd Monday of each month
Contact: Robin Jukes Hughes 01694 724024

2.30-4.30

Carers Group
1st & 3rd Wednesday
Contact: Jean Maddox c/o 01694 722127

2.00-4.00

Stroke Club
2nd Thursday
Contact: Alma Harrell c/o Mayfair 01694 722077

2.15-4.15

Visual Impairment Club
3rd Thursday
Contact: Mr & Mrs Jones 01694 781224

2.00-400

Men’s Club
Dr Griffiths c/o 01694 722077

4th Thursday

10.00-12.00

Arthritis Group
3rd Friday
Contact: Janet Longstaff 01694 751274

Support Services:

10.30-12.30

Careers Advice

1st Wednesday

10.00-12.00 drop-in

DIAL (Disability Info & Advice)

Every Wednesday

10.30-1.00 drop-in

Citizens Advice Bureau

Every Thursday

10.00-12.00 drop-in

Credit Union

Every Thursday

10.00 -12.00 drop-in

Ecumenical Communion

1st Thursday

1.30-2.00

Bereavement Befrienders

Every Thursday & Friday

10.00-12.00

Therapy Information Service

2nd, 3rd, 4th Friday

10.00-12.00

Hearing Aid Repairs

1st Friday

10.00-12.00

Starting in March Churches Together will have a representative available at Mayfair on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesdays
from 10-2 p.m.
The Centre is also a warm and comfortable venue for community groups, private parties/celebrations, weekend courses,
conferences, as a resource for other providers e.g. colleges, private tutors, therapists etc.
For further information ring or call in and ask for Julie or Meg:- Mayfair Community Centre, Easthope Road, Church Stretton.
Phone:-01694 722077 email :- information @mayfaircentre.org.uk

Mayfair Lottery Result
for December
No..446...£100
157...£50
221...£20
521...£10
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Congratulations!

C

ongratulations to Pete Postlethwaite
who was awarded an OBE in the New
Year’s Honours List.

The renowned actor, who lives in Minton, has
starred in films such as Brassed Off and The
Shipping Forecast as well as making numerous
television appearances. He featured on the
cover of Focus in March 2002 photographed in
connection with his show Scaramouche Jones.

February 2004
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The Herbary – the Crocus

M

ost people are familiar with the
beautiful crocus plants that deliver
their welcome message of colour and
a burgeoning spring in the still, dark depths of
winter. Unlike their autumn flowering cousins,
which normally flower in shades of purple,
lilac or pinky/lilac shades, late winter-to-spring
flowering crocus’ either flower naturally in
shades of yellow, white or blue, or have been
encouraged via the medium of propagation to sparkle in many
varied hues. In terms of purity of whiteness ‘Snow Bunting’
even tries to outdo snow itself! While Crocus tommasinianus
has a named variety ‘Ruby Red’ which carries rich reddish
purple flowers.

it really does perk up rice in risotto dishes and also seafood
recipes. Many of the world’s best chefs seem to agree that it is
best to infuse saffron strands before adding them to whatever
dish is being cooked. The liquid can either be warm water or
white wine.
Saffron also used to be used for colouring butter and cheese.
Shakespeare, in ‘A Winter’s Tale’ refers to it being used as a
colouring in pear pies. Among its various uses saffron is still
used today for making Saffron Cakes, especially in Cornwall,
Devon and Ireland. Probably because of the yellow colour
they impart to the mixture, these cakes are very popular at
Easter.

Cooks however value the crocus family for one particular
species C. Sativas (the Saffron crocus). It takes no less than
1,500 flower heads to produce 1gram of saffron strands, or
to put the quantity in larger terms 80,000 flowers to produce
one pound! The best quality saffron comes from Iran and
Kashmir. Small pockets of high quality saffron are also located
in the drier regions of Spain. This gives the clue to the type of
growing conditions needed by saffron. Growing saffron in dry,
arid conditions enhances the redness of its stamens and delivers
a more intense yellow dye in its dry form.
As might be expected the French, Italians and Spanish became
the first of our nearest neighbours to use saffron in cooking.
Their cooks quickly came to appreciate the beautiful rich
yellow colour it imparts to food and also its unique aroma.
Having used saffron I have to say I do like the aroma, it is
gently pungent, with a hint of spiciness –

URC Voice

M

ost people benefit from a word of encouragement!
Indeed the world would be a better place if more
people encouraged others in almost every area of
life. Parents can influence their children profoundly, either
negatively by criticising them again and again, or positively
by finding grounds to encourage them. Admittedly there can
be times when this is hard, because behaviour has become
atrocious, but the more criticism is meted out the worse the
situation is likely to become.
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Saffron has had a number of associations with religion in
various forms. It had a place in Bronze Age Minoan religious
culture and also provided part of the wealth of that land.
Egypt and Rome used saffron as a cloth and hair dye, and
Cleopatra used it as an aromatic, seductive essence. The priests
of Buddha made saffron the colour of their religious robes after
the death of Buddha. The Cretans held the flower sacred and
saffron is mentioned as one of the sweet-smelling herbs in the
Song of Solomon – Ch 4 v14.
Margaret Smith

his old ways and inflict punishment on
them, Barnabas simply met up with him and
brought him to meet those who had been wary
of his actions. On another occasion he was
prepared to risk a working partnership because
he wanted to give a young man a second chance to prove his
reliability. Our community can always benefit from those
prepared to follow the example of Barnabas!

Years ago a friend of mine worked at the end of a production
line. His job was to inspect the final product and
communicate his findings to the person responsible for the said
item. He worked out that he could have a significant effect on
the work force. If he could find a reason to encourage, even
if the work was not quite up to standard, the atmosphere in
the factory was markedly different from when all he did was
complain about the incompetence of each member of staff!
In the Bible we can read about a guy called Barnabas, whose
name meant “son of encouragement”. His words and deeds
were invariably positive and affirming. He was quick to
donate some of his assets to help the spread of Christianity.
He had faith, not only in God but in people. When people
were avoiding a new Christian, for fear he might return to

S

affron was introduced into Britain in the 14th century
and it was sold at many of the autumn ‘Goose Fairs’.
A particularly popular venue was Saffron Walden. It
became a tradition for the Corporation of Saffron Walden to
give a gift of saffron to visiting royalty. From the mighty to the
lowest, saffron is also enjoyed by mice, rats and squirrels, while
birds just love tearing the petals to bits, don’t they!

There is no need to pile ‘false flannel’ on someone, but the
right words, or the supportive deeds, can change another
person’s day or week! Who could we encourage today?
Catch the Vision long with other United Reformed Churches around
the country we are currently encouraging one another
to look positively at the years ahead. We recognise
the importance of being a church which is centred upon the
gospel, and called to make a difference to our society. We face
the challenge of attempting to be a vibrant, sustainable, faith
community, which is seen to be lively, diverse, inclusive and
flexible. This can only begin to be more visibly recognised as
we seek God’s guidance, enthusiasm and strength in prayer.
Your constructive comments would be very welcome, as would
your prayers.
Norman Smith

A
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Reg On Delinquency

Arts Festival

Part 2: How can we halt the spread?

Y

ou will have noticed in my previous article how,
in one way or another, delinquency is always the
product of conditions and attitudes in the home
and although politicians constantly prate about restoring
family values they are by definition powerless to do so.
The only effective counter lies in the hands of ordinary
law-abiding citizens like you and me and we must get
together in concerted will, hopefully with the backing
and sponsorship of Churches and voluntary youth
organisations to support our efforts.
Our common aim should be to restore family values and
the love and closeness which have been victims of the
late sixties “Social Revolution”. Such love and closeness
can only be achieved if we strive ceaselessly to establish
the concept that having children is a furtherance of the
precept that marriage is a binding contract based on
genuine love rather than temporary carnal desire.
Should anyone doubt this as the way to genuine and
lasting happiness, I suggest that they take note of the
high proportion of elderly married couples who live
together in love and contentment. The phrase “It all
starts in the home” is a deep-seated truism, with parents’
contribution to a happy home being the priceless gifts of
time and discipline, the two greatest gifts one can give to
any child.
Starting with discipline, this is not the stuff of weals
across the back as described by the politically correct
lobby on the basis of a few inadequate parents with a
sadistic streak, nor the reluctant obedience instilled
by bellowing and bullying sergeant-majors. The only
effective discipline is self-discipline and the only way
that can be inculcated is on a basis of respect and
affection.

T

o earn that respect, parents have to show selfdiscipline themselves, as well as devoting time
to such things as reading and teaching reading
skills to their children and listening sympathetically to
their problems. At the same time, they must insist on
obedience using consistency. Against a background of
love, this can be enforced by a word of disapproval or
even a glance, though some parents may have to add a
strategic slap to reinforce the message.

L

ast month’s article mentioned
our Spring event, so here are the
full details. Firstly, our grateful
thanks are due to Mr. Panton Corbett,
of Longnor, who has not only booked
the players, but is also sponsoring
the evening. He first introduced us to Diva Opera, so his
support has been invaluable. There are a few changes to
the original ideas, so the event will now feature a String
Quartet and a pianist. The programme consists of a Mozart
String Quartet Kochel No. 421 in D minor, a Haydn String
Quartet Op. 77 No.1 and the Piano Quintet in A Major
Op.81 by Dvorak. The date is confirmed as Saturday
March 13th, the venue Concord College, the time 7.30 pm,
the ticket price £7.00, to include a glass of wine. The
players are Homi Kanga, violin, Margaret Bateman, piano,
Robin Brightman, violin, David Ogden, viola and Emma
Wallace, cello. They are all professionally trained musicians,
with a large clutch of prizes between them and have all
played in, and in some cases led, the leading orchestras
of this country, the LPO, the LSO, BBCSO, Halle etc.
and in most of the major concert halls here and abroad.
Tickets can be obtained from our Ticket Secretary, Gerald
Bolton, on 01694 723807, from John Thomas (Florists),
Sandford Avenue, Church Stretton, or from Burway Books,
Beaumont Road, Church Stretton. Proceeds from the
evening will go towards new sound and lighting equipment
at the Church Stretton School Theatre.
Turning to the Summer Festival, this confirms the dates
as Saturday July 24th. to Saturday August 7th. The Festival
starts with Diva Opera performing Donizetti’s “Lucia di
Lammermoor” at Concord College, with the usual picnic
facilities. On Sunday we head for Wistanstow, where
the ever-popular Gabriel Woolf returns, with “A Life of
Sensations”, based on the life and works of John Keats.
Next, on Monday, 26th, comes the official opening of the
Art and Crafts Exhibition, to be performed by our new
President, Professor Andrew Downes. A highlight this
year will be the return of photography as a major element,
under the auspices of the Long Mynd Camera Club. On
Wednesday, in a radical departure from normal, we bring
you the Backbeat Beatles, the leading Beatles tribute
band. On Wednesday, our President will give a talk on
Composers - more details later. Then, on Thursday -what
a busy week!- we have our New Generation slot, with
sopranos and baritone in a glorious medley. Friday sees
the welcome return of Rohan McCullough in “A Journey
through a Storyteller’s Life”. The first week ends with the
internationally renowned Dante Quartet.

Concurrent with all this, parents should accept the
inalienable truth that (the love of ) money is the root
of all evil and never use it to bribe their children to
obedience or to finance over-indulgence but only, in
special circumstances, as deserved reward.

M

I leave you with these thoughts and an assurance that, if
we allow such thoughts to guide our future actions we
can achieve minor miracles in the way of turning round
our failing society.
Reg Heiron

As usual, any queries, comments, offers of help or
sponsorship would be welcomed by me, George Roby, on
01694 722159.
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ore details, and an outline of the second week,
will appear in next month’s issue, but meanwhile,
if you’re not already a Friend of the Festival,
which gives you three weeks priority booking and seat
reservations at some events, it would pay you to contact
Gerald Bolton and join us. It’s very cheap.
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Church Stretton Town Council
Abstract of the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting of
15 December 2003.
QUESTIONS FROM PUBLIC ON AGENDA ITEMS
Church Street Development. A number of members of
the public spoke of their concerns about the latest planning
application. A detailed record of the points raised appears
in the full minutes. Concerns centred on traffic, the
density of development, and deficiencies in the consultation
process.
PLANNING - District Decisions
• Variation of Condition to allow the use of UPVC
windows, land adjoining Craigmore, Clive Avenue.
Approved subject to condition:
• Felling, crown thinning of trees, Old Rectory House,
Burway Road. Approved subject to condition that felled
trees be replaced in accordance with an agreed scheme.
• Erection of extension to dwelling, etc., Castle Cottage,
Castle Hill, All Stretton. Approved, subject to use of
approved external materials.
• Erection of a conservatory extension to dwelling,
Overbatch House, Castle Hill, All Stretton. Approved,
subject to use of approved external materials.
• Felling of 2 Pine trees, Gaerstones, All Stretton.
Approved, provided the felled trees be replaced by other
trees of same species.
• Erection of extension and alterations to dwelling, Bryn
Tirion, All Stretton. Approved subject to type of external
materials

PLANNING – Town Council Responses to District
• Erection of extension to annexe, Bircher Cottage, Ludlow
Road, Little Stretton. No objection.
• Erection of extension to dwelling, etc., Berries Mount,
Caradoc Drive. No objection.
• Erection of a replacement dwelling, Deepacre, Sandford
Avenue. Object, as it would be out of keeping in scale and
character and so does not comply with HG9 para 2 of SSLP.
• Erection of extension to dwelling, Elmsdale, Ludlow
Road, Little Stretton. No objection.
• Erection of an ancillary domestic outbuilding, 7 Poplar
Drive. No objection, but request a condition that it must
be used only as a garden shed.
• Erection of a dwelling and garage, 51 Stretton Farm Road.
No objection.
• Erection of a dwelling, garden area between nos. 123 and
129 Watling Street South, Church Stretton. No objection,
but several concerns forwarded to District.
• Erection of 9 dwellings, and demolition of existing
buildings on land off Church Street (22-34 Church Street).
The Chairman will attend the meeting of the SSDC
Development Control Committee on Wednesday, 10
December, when this matter is being discussed.
[Update: Since the meeting, SSDC Planning Committee has
postponed this matter until their January meeting.]
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South Shropshire Local Plan Inquiry.
A copy of the submission sent to SSDC was discussed and
one section was replaced with a statement to the effect that
the Town Council would wish to see the most effective
provision for leisure facilities in Church Stretton which, in
order to be viable, would need to be attached to the school
premises. The Health Check questionnaire (which had been
available to all) had shown that leisure facilities were top of
most residents’ wish list.
OTHER MATTERS
Precept Requirement for 2004/05
It was confirmed that the 2004/05 Precept requirement for
the Town Council be set at £98,324.00, giving a Band D of
£50.56, the same as for this year.

PLANNING APPEAL – Appeal Decision
The Planning Inspectorate has allowed the Appeal regarding
land between ‘Linmar’ and Caradoc’, Ludlow Road, Little
Stretton, but imposed several conditions.

Stretton Focus

• Installation of dormer windows, Brooklyn, Batch Valley,
All Stretton. No objection.
• Erection of holiday accommodation units, Oakbank,
Cunnery Road. No objection.
• Erection of extension, Brockhurst Barn, Brockhurst. No
objection.
• Erection of a replacement garage and car port, Dudgeley
House, All Stretton. Report awaited.

The Chairman commented that the Town Council is
working to a very tight budget in order to keep the Town
element of the Council Tax down – this leaves very little
room for manoeuvre as some reserves have been used in
order to achieve the status quo. The Council may need to
look to raising the precept next year or borrowing on its
assets.
Church Stretton Partnership
A public meeting is to be held at Church Stretton School
on Tuesday 27th January 2004 to enable the Consultants to
present their findings prior to application for grant aid.
HIGHWAY MATTERS
A49 at Traffic Lights
A reply had been received from Amey Mouchel re. timing
of the lights and traffic build-up on A49 – they say they did
not observe this problem when they made a site visit and
wish the Council to provide further information.
Cutting of the Verges
The verges along the A49 are cut three times per year and
the verges on the approaches to Church Stretton are cut
six times per year. There is the possibility of sponsorship to
increase the frequency. A copy of guidance notes has been
received and will be passed to the Tourism Group’s Roadside
floral decoration Sub-Committee.
Watling Street South – Residents’ meeting on 12
December 2003
The SCC responses/proposals are now awaited.
Traffic Calming, Watling Street North – Shropshire
Homes proposals
The contractors have submitted improved plans showing
traffic calming measures for this road.
February 2004
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Town Council - continued]
Traffic Calming outside the Schools
The Clerk had written to SCC asking that they consider the
possibility of adding more zig-zag lines to increase the safety
for children. SCC replied that they would be willing to
discuss this, but have no funds to undertake work until after
April 2004.
Roadworks over railway bridge, Sandford Avenue
A question had been raised whether there would be any
traffic calming measures at the A49 junctions with the Little
Stretton roads, as it was feared that southbound cars from
the town may have difficulty in turning out on to the A49.
A response on this from SCC was awaited.
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
Litter
The Clerk had written to the owner of the premises in
Sandford Avenue regarding the provision of a litter bin by
his shop – he declined to provide one.
Concern was expressed about rubbish left on Rectory
Field. The Field is not Town Council property but people
assume it is. The Chairman reported that the Rectory
Wood & Field Interest Group will meet shortly and will
hopefully have grant aid to form a “Friends of RW & F”,
interpretation boards etc. and so the profile will be raised.

She thought for a while, then explained very seriously that
only Jesus could be born at Christmas because it was his
special day and that is why she had to wait until the next
day to be born. After a short thoughtful pause she added,
‘Does it mean being next day to Jesus makes me special?’
One can imagine what my thoughts were, but I had to
explain, quite rightly, that all children are special and loved
by Jesus and so they are.

I hope that what I say and write will inspire citizens of all
ages to join me in the fight for our fair share. Biblically
stating, I hope I am not “As of a voice of one crying in the
wilderness” nor lose my head as did ‘John the Baptist’.
Just remember he lit a torch that has yet to be extinguished.
Percy Edward Tarbuck

Church Stretton and District
Rail Users´ Association

Dogs on Playing fields
It was agreed to purchase a Polaroid Camera for the Dog
Warden to use at his discretion.
Dogs on outdoor area by Park
Signs are to be placed to emphasise ‘no dogs allowed’ (and
to inform owners that the Dog Warden has a camera) on
the outdoor area north of the recreation ground (i.e. BMX/
Skateboard and field)

A

mong the several changes affecting
Church Stretton in the New Year
timetable is the following:
There will be no more through trains to
and from London Waterloo on Mondays to Fridays.
Those on Saturday will still run. It will still be possible
to travel to Waterloo with a change at Newport for the
time being.

SWIMMING POOL/LEISURE FACILITIES
A discussion paper argued that a short-term goal ought to
be aimed for to improve existing facilities at the pool, to
include a small gym, plus male & female changing rooms
etc. The pool management group has applied for grants.

It is expected that on some weekends over the coming
months, sections of the line between Shrewsbury and
Hereford will be completely closed for engineering works!

‘Flicks in the Sticks’
A resident has asked if it would be possible to have “Flicks
in the Sticks” in Church Stretton as well as the outlying
villages. The Clerk will explore this further.
Don Clow
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B

efore Christmas, I was returning back over ‘The
Mynd’ from lunch at ‘The Horseshoes’, accompanied
by my granddaughter, Holly, who was seven on
Boxing Day, when I pointed out a clump of fir trees - the
venue of ‘Christmas Tree Farm’. I had to explain that we
could not pay Santa a visit because he was away preparing
the Christmas toys.

Reflecting on the various articles I have written, it should
be apparent that, although by now I am a ‘Golden Oldie’,
my concern for the younger generation is, and will continue
to be, my main concern in year 2004. Church Stretton in
terms of revenue to the coffers of South Shropshire District
Council is ‘The Jewel in the Crown’. It is the second
largest town, but at the very bottom of the pile in terms of
facilities for health and leisure for young and old. Millions
of pounds are being pumped into communities south of the
Marshbrook border.

Recycling
SSDC has not replied as yet to TC letter of 13 November
regarding the provision of plastic and cardboard recycling
facilities at the Crossways site on a Tuesday. As part of the
Best Value Review they are considering the provision of
on-street recycling facilities.. Sites suggested: Rectory Field;
playing fields; skate park and additional cardboard/plastics
facilities on Lion Meadow car park.
With regard to the problem outside the carpet shop in
Burway Road, the proprietor had apologised and explained
there had been a problem with collection, which he hoped
was now rectified.
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Percy`s Christmas Leftovers
- and his hopes for 2004

Arriva Trains have now taken over our franchise from the
National Express Group and the operating name of Wales
& Borders is now Arriva Trains Wales. The borders
seem to have become blurred!
February 2004
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Stretton Choral Society

South Shropshire Furniture
Scheme

“P

lease arrange for some
snow!” was an eager plea
from one of our musicians
as the Choral Society (with Musical
Director David Hart and organist
David Goodall) prepared to welcome
Christmas to the Strettons.

W

hy not join the Scrap Heap Challenge for
Gardens? Come along to our one-day Workshop
and learn how to create
garden mobiles, hanging baskets, bird
feeders, etc. from re-cycled materials
on Saturday 6th March 2004
10am – 4.30pm at The Craft
Workshop, S.S.F.S.,11 Burway Road.
Tutor Jackie Russell will show you
how to create from scrap! For further
details please phone 01694 724464.
(Booking essential)

There was no snow, alas, but the lights of the town
greeted all the visitors on the evening of 6th December and
‘Christmas Joys’ rang out to a full house.
There was a hushed expectancy as Bach’s Christmas
Oratorio began the music for the evening. Soloists Cheryl
Hockham and Judith Carder together with Ensemble
Musicale were warmly welcomed back and were joined by
David Corden and Laurence Cole. Enthusiastic applause
demonstrated the popularity of the work.

Other Daytime Courses, (£5 per day or £3 per half day)
include Creative Feltwork, Monday 10am – 12.30pm & 11.30pm (Tutor Lucy Nickless); Paint Effects on Furniture,
Tuesday 10am – 12.30pm & 1 – 3.30pm
(Tutor Frans Wesselman); Rug Making, Thursday 10am
– 12.30pm & 1 – 3.30pm (Tutor Lucy Nickless); Paper
Sculpture, Friday 10am – 12.30pm & 1 – 3.30pm (Tutor
Janice Barratt).

The traditional mince pies and punch were served by Mrs
Souter and helpers and congratulations went to John and
Kate Harris for winning the splendid hamper of Christmas
Fare donated by the choir and raffled after the interval.
The choir then showed its versatility by singing carols from
many countries with varied and interesting settings sung to
the age-old words. As usual the audience were in tuneful
voice and sang heartily under the watchful eye of the
conductor.
‘Mozart in May’, the Society’s Spring
Concert on Saturday, 8th May will
include Solemn Vespers, Ave Verum
Corpus, the Coronation Mass and
Symphony No. 30. Soloists will be
Catherine Mason – soprano; Harriet
Goodwin – Mezzo-Soprano, a familiar
figure at our concerts; Paul Mocroft
– bass and all the way from Alabama in the U.S.A. we shall
welcome Stephen Cary – tenor.
Pam Cole

Questions and Answers
No answers this month
– just two questions.

Q&A

Questions
• Why is the B4370 through All Stretton being
renumbered B5477?
• The attractive January cover of Stretton Focus featuring
sheep in a winter scene raises a question. The red patches
on their backs presumably is a marking to show their
ownership; but why have some got blue markings as well?

Stretton Focus
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Items made will be sold to generate income to fund
our collection and delivery service – you will have the
opportunity to purchase your work if you wish.
We are trying to build up a team of
volunteers to produce crafts using
recycled materials. If you have some
time to spare contact Sue for an
informal chat on 01694 724464

Broccoli Casserole
This recipe is one that I picked up from my sister Mary
in the U.S.A. many years ago. I have used it very often as
broccoli is a favourite of mine.
2 heads of broccoli
1⁄2 cup of mayonnaise
1⁄2 cup Cream of Mushroom Soup
1 small onion
(grated or finely chopped)
1 egg (beaten)
1⁄2 cup grated Cheddar cheese (sharp)
1 pkt. bread crumbs.
Cook broccoli for five minutes, drain and chop. Mix
together the mayonnaise, mushroom soup, onion, egg
and grated cheese. Combine all the ingredients and place
in a casserole dish. Sprinkle the top with seasoned bread
crumbs.
Bake at 350F (160C) (Gas mark 4-5) for 45 minutes.
Hope you enjoy it.
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Church Stretton Railway Station New members wanted for
sers of the railway station will have noticed changes
local Arthritis Care group
to the appearance of the station – hopefully the

U

vast majority will have approved. Gone are the
long stretches of rusty, off-white railings. They have now
been replaced by 240 newly painted sections in dark blue
Hammerite paint; gone is the large skip piled high with
rubbish collected from the bank and station surrounds;
gone are the many old and battered signs, now replaced by
new signs and maps. There are now new bicycle racks on
both platforms, newly painted benches and lamp-post bases,
and the vegetation thrusting its way through many of the
railings has been trimmed.
Our thanks must go to Paul Evans and Andy Moore of
Wales & Borders (now Arriva Trains) for their support and
for providing us with many of these improvements, also
for allowing the small body of painters to descend on the
station on seventeen occasions to do much of the painting.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the regulars
- Barrie Raynor, Bill Forsythe, John Bennett, Trevor and
Sandie Johnson, Pat Rivett and my wife, Eileen, - for all
their time, skills and tenacity, and I can now recommend
them as fully qualified time-served railing painters!

There is still a good deal to be done at the station before
we can be proud of the area but at least much of the
neglect, graffiti and litter has been reduced. There is now a
burgeoning sense of ownership that had been sadly lacking
before the painters arrived.
John Woolmer
Church Stretton Area Tourism Group

Were you in the Land Army
in WW2?

We meet at Mayfair Community Centre, on the third
Friday of each month (except January, July and August).
The meeting runs from 11am to 12.30pm and includes
refreshments followed by a talk/demonstration by our guest
speaker.

Trivia Corner - No 3
by Ken Willis

We have been holding a series of very successful ‘Evacuee’
sessions for school children at Acton Scott Historic
Working Farm. The sessions are based on the memories of
two brothers from Liverpool who were privately evacuated
to Marsh Farm for the duration of the war. They both
attended Acton Scott School and remember their time in
Shropshire with great affection. They remember writing
their own school reports to be sent home to their parents!
One of our farm hands has taken on
the role of a land army girl during the
sessions. We are looking for a land army tie,
armband, hat or any other clothing from
the period that she could use to make her
role more authentic. Do you have any of
these items that you would be willing to
donate to the museum?
Please phone Acton Scott on 01694 781306 if you can help
us with this request. Thank you.
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It isn’t always easy to be cheerful when you are experiencing
a lot of pain with everyday tasks, so we give each other help
and support. But we don’t focus just on the medical issues
of having arthritis: we have enjoyed a variety of events,
such as group outings, talks on nutrition, physiotherapy,
homeopathy, aroma therapy, hospital waiting lists, allergy
testing, plus demonstrations of yoga, pilates, tai chi and
reflexology, to name just a few. We are always open to ideas
from members and we are always pleased to see new faces at
our meetings. We will make you very welcome. You don’t
need to have arthritis - if you see a talk advertised that you
like the sound of, then do please come along. You’ll find
that we’re a very friendly bunch!

For more information, please contact Janet Longstaff, on
01694 751274

Do you have any items of uniform you
have kept as mementoes?

Stretton Focus

O

ur local branch of Arthritis Care, the Church
Stretton Self-Help group, has been running since
April 1997. The group was formed following
a ‘Challenging Arthritis’ course, organised by the charity
Arthritis Care. The course was designed to help people
manage their arthritis and those of us that attended found it
to be so informative and helpful that we decided to launch
our own self-help group! We now have about 40 members
- but we know that there are more people out there who
could also benefit from our mix of informative talks and
informal get-togethers.

1. What was Grace Kelly’s last movie before she became
Princess Grace of Monaco?
2. Which is the northernmost of North America’s Great Lakes?
3. Who played Soames Forsyte in the classic 1960s TV saga?
4. Which cricketer, knighted in 1953, was a famous opening
batsman with his partner Herbert Sutcliffe?
5. Who would be recognised by the nickname ‘The Man with
the Golden Flute’?

Answers to No 2
1. The Straits of Gibraltar
2. St. Vitus’ Dance
3. New Zealand
4. Chrysler Building
5. Humphry Bogart
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Stretton Cancer Care –The First Ten Years

T

he idea of Stretton Cancer Care was born ten years ago
when Robin and Doreen met for the first time while
visiting the Shropshire & Mid Wales Hospice. They
both had the idea of forming a group; Robin because he had
worked as a counsellor at a cancer support centre in London,
and Doreen because she had recently had cancer and had
received little support. The Inaugural Meeting was held in
the Mayfair Centre on 10th January 1994. About a dozen
members were present, of whom two, Mary Hall and Jean
White are still with the group today. Jane Wrench, a former
nurse at a Cancer Help Centre, joined the counselling team
in 1994, and her place was taken by Alexandra Jukes-Hughes,
a practising psychotherapist, five years later.
It was agreed that the aim of the group should be to give
help and care to people in the Strettons and surrounding
area who have cancer, their families and anyone who has
been bereaved by cancer. This has since been modified
to include South Shropshire, following the demise of the
cancer group in Ludlow. Membership now stands at 41.

Most of the money needed to run Stretton Cancer Care
has come from two annual fund raising events – a
Summer Coffee Morning in June/July and a Christmas
Bazaar in December. Legacies and donations from
local individuals and organizations have also been very
helpful. The latter have included the United Reformed
Church, Stretton Print, and most recently Berry’s
Coffee House who adopted Stretton Cancer Care as
their annual charity this year and raised an astonishing
total of £650 for the group’s funds. The money is used
for administrative purposes and for helping members
financially, with anything connected with their disease
or bereavement.

Group meetings have been held monthly at the Mayfair
Community Centre since 1994. These meetings enable
members to get together to give each other mutual support
and they usually begin with a talk on a subject connected
with cancer. Speakers during the past few years have
included the senior Clinical Oncologist for Shropshire
(twice), the Medical Director of the Hospice, the Cancer
Services Manager for Shropshire (twice) and various
specialist cancer doctors and nurses. Complementary
therapies covered have included Nutrition, Homoeopathy,
and Reflexology – among many others. Social events have
included slide shows, annual Summer Outings, a 1940’s
Dinner Dance and Christmas Lunches.
Other activities undertaken by the group include Home and
Hospital Visiting, Individual Counselling, advice on Diet and
Complementary Therapies, a Monthly Newsletter to keep
members in touch and inform them about ways in which
they can help to fight their illness and an extensive Library of
books, videos and tapes about cancer and its treatments.

Focus Database
Do you have some spare time for
spending on voluntary work?
Would you like to help to create and/or
maintain a database for Stretton Focus?
t would be extremely helpful to the present editorial
team, and those of years to come, to have a relational
database from which they could derive information.
For example, if they want to know if there have been articles
on a certain topic before, how wonderful it would be to
press a button and find out at a glance just when this topic
has been covered in the past!

Stretton Focus
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The immediate future for Stretton Cancer Care looks secure.
The membership is strong and supportive and the group’s
financial position has never been better. However Doreen
Hall has now retired from active membership of the group
to concentrate on her other interests, and one or more
people are urgently needed to take her place – either from
within or outside the group - to help run it. Please call
Robin or Alex on 01694 724024 if you feel you would like
to help.
Robin Jukes-Hughes
Stretton Focus was first published in 1967 and monthly editions
have appeared ever since. We have some records, as the late
Mrs Hettie Dormer created an index on catalogue cards which
covers thirty-one years from the first issue in February 1967 to
the issue for December 1997. Mr. Colin Balmforth, who died
last year, transcribed the card file without editing onto a 31⁄2``
floppy disc using word for Windows 95.

Are you an enthusiastic computer buff?

I

Inevitably a number of members have died of cancer
during the past ten years. In almost every case they
have died at peace with themselves and the world. The
support which we have been able to give to members at
this critical period of their lives has been perhaps the most
important and rewarding part of our work. Many more
members have survived the disease and its treatment to
carry on leading full and useful lives. Among them are
several people who have made truly remarkable recoveries
from advanced cancer – cases in which doctors had given
up all hope of their recovery. These people invariably
showed a very strong will to live, they learned as much
as possible about their condition and they treated their
disease holistically, exploring every avenue of traditional
and complementary medicine in their determination to
fight the disease.

Copies of all issues since 1980 are in the Reference Section
of Church Stretton Public Library. Copies of all past issues
can be consulted in the Shropshire Records and Research
Centre in Shrewsbury
If you are interested in helping with such a project, possibly
as part of a small team of two or three people, please call
one of the co-editors or one of the computer production
team for further information. Thank you.
Editor
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Occasional Advertisements
ING
PRESS

Good Neighbours. Local people
providing help to local people

EMS ?

PROBL

IRONING SERVICE

COMPETITIVE RATES
FREE Local Collection & Delivery

We exist to help the elderly in the Strettons &
surrounding district. This is just some of what we do:
Transport by car for medical care. Daily delivery of
Meals on Wheels. Thursday Day Centre.
Support for bereavement and volunteer
home visiting.
For more details please call us on 01694
724242

01694 771883

Costa del Sol
Well equipped, New, Ground Floor, Holiday Apartment
To let. Quiet location in select urbanization
Near Nerja and Torrox
Sleeps 4/6, Lovely open views, Communal pool and
gardens. Good amenities nearby.
Details/prices Christopher & Helen Morris, 724492

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE MARKETING

For help in developing and
implementing strategy and all
aspects of Marketing your business

PROFESSIONAL PIANIST
has vacancies for piano pupils.
Beginners especially welcome.
Call Susie Allan (BA Hons Oxon)
on 01694 781688

Richard Mulford BSc (Hons) Mktg., CIM DipM
01694 724873 or mobile 07792 493763

Out and About

W

the Mobile phone. Box Office 01584 878141 for details
about what is on offer each day. To whet your appetite
Live link up! and TXT TLK: Learn a new Language are
two of these thoroughly modern workshops.

hy not liven up the dull days of February by
sampling some of the entertainment offered by
Shrewsbury Music Hall?

The Charles Darwin Memorial Lecture on Sun. 8th Feb.
2.30pm given by Prof. Paul Pearson is entitled
James Hutton and Charles Darwin: The Discovery of
Evolution by Natural Selection. The parallel interests
of these two great scientists from different centuries are
revealed, as are the opposite conclusions they reached.
Tickets £4 (Concessions £2.50)

Ludlow Amateur Dramatic Society’s production of
An Inspector Calls, J.B.Priestley’s well-known play is
presented on Fri. 27th & Sat. 28th Feb. 7.30pm.

Fri. 20th & Sat. 21st Feb. 7.30pm sees the return of Focus,
the production company of the Shrewsbury Youth Theatre
presenting A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare’s
classic comedy , designed specifically to be relevant to
young people or watching the Bard for the first time.
Tickets £6.50 (Concessions £5).
There is a free lunchtime concert on Tues. 24th Feb.
1.10pm – 1.55pm, with Duo Manoso (flute & guitar).
If you prefer going south to Ludlow, then the Assembly
Rooms are the venue for a showing of the famous tearjerker
Brief Encounter, directed by David Lean on Sun. 15th
& Mon. 16th Feb. 7.30pm, especially with Valentines in
mind, as tissues and heart shaped chocolates are on the
house! There will be cabaret seating in the auditorium.
Adults £4.50 (Concessions £3.50, under 12’s £3).
From Sun. 15th – Fri. 20th Feb. there are half-term
workshops for adults, young people and children.
Turn it On is a series of sessions about, using or concerning
Stretton Focus
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