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What’s On in

If you wish to know the times of regular meetin

2 WedneSday

Dorrington Players
Play reading for fun. Members of the public
welcome No charge. Refs inc.
7.30pm AS Village Hall Committee Room.

See Page 38

4 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Mayfair Community Centre
Tea Concert by The Belmont String Quartet.
Tickets £5 from Reception. 3.00pm Mayfair

See Page 29

Hope Bowdler B.B.Q
Whole-cooked local lamb and puddings! Tickets £6 for adults and £4 for children (722644
or 720103)
6.30pm HB Village Hall

See Page 29

5 SaTurday

All Stretton Flower and Produce Show
2.00-4.00pm AS Village Hall

7 MOnday

Church Stretton Flicks in the Sticks
The Young Victoria Tickets £3.50 and £1.50.
Refreshments available during interval
7.30pm CS School

See Page 13

8 TueSday

Church Stretton Women’s Institute
‘Making Handcrafted Cards’ Sandy Pearce
7.15pm SHI

Church Stretton Methodist Wives
AGM followed by Fish and Chip Supper
7.30pm Methodist Hall
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On in the Strettons in September

3

regular meetings of societies and groups, please consult the list of societies and their contacts in the yellow pages.

9 WedneSday
RNLI

Coffee Morning. Cakes etc for sale, rafﬂe.
10.30am to 12 noon Alpenrose, 17 Alison
Road, Church Stretton

See Page 34

Stretton Arts Society
Portrait Workshop, Presenter: Rob Guy
7.00-9.00 CS School

RSPB
‘Birds in the Biodiversity Action Plan’, talk by
Leo Smith
7.30pm Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre,
Craven Arms

See Page 22

Hope Bowdler Flicks in the Sticks
‘Bunch of Amateurs’
Refreshments. Tickets £4
7.30pm HB Village Hall

See Page 18

11 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Church Stretton Senior Citizens
Talk on Bees by Tom Hall
2.30pm URC Hall

12 and 13 SaTurday – Sunday
National Trust

Heritage Open Days: guided tours of the
Carding Mill Valley Reservoir Tunnel
10.30am-4.00pm NT Shop CMV

See Page 18

South Shropshire Inter Faith Forum
Visiting Hindu, Sikh and Muslim communities
9.15am Pick up at Church Stretton Methodist
Church.

See Page 32

Young Musicians of Shropshire
See Page 35
Mayfair Centre
Celebrating New Zealand
Tickets £10 01694 722077
7.00 for 7.30pm Mayfair

A monthly informal meeting.
Today - looking at St Paul’s ideas
6.00pm Methodist Church

14 MOnday

Stretton Cancer Care
Talk by Dr Adrian Penny and Sister Sandra
Bradbury of Stone House Hospital.
‘Enhancing the Healing Environment at the
End of Life.’
2.30pm Mayfair

See Page 31

15 TueSday

Countrywomen’s Guild
‘The Role of the Town Clerk’ Christine Harvey
2.15pm Parish Centre

All Stretton Women’s Institute
‘My Favourite Dishes’ Pauline Greenhough
7.30pm AS Village Hall

17 THurSday

Save the Children’s Work in Indonesia
Talk and slide show by Jenny Paul. Tickets:
£3.00 (including coffee and cakes)
10.15 for 10.30am,URC Hall

See Page 22

18 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

19 SaTurday
RSPB

Wildlife walk at Wyre Forest (Forestry Commission)
10.00am Meet outside the Visitor Centre

See Page 22

Mayfair Community Centre
Quiz with Ken Willis
Proceeds to the Centre
7.30pm Mayfair

Ticklerton Folk Dances

Engaging Issues
Brian Davis, former Education Ofﬁcer for
CAFOD. ‘Catholic social teaching’
7.20pm URC

See Page 32

23 WedneSday

Long Mynd Camera Club
‘Buena Vista – Views of Cuba’ and
‘Peru – Train to Machu Picchu’
Presenter Stuart Anthony
7.30pm URC Hall

See Page 5

25 Friday

Country Market
8.45am Mayfair

Church Stretton Inner Wheel
Coffee Morning in aid of Macmillan Nurses
– cakes, bric-a-brac, book stalls, and a
rafﬂe!
10.30am to 12.00 AS Village Hall

Church Stretton Senior Citizens
David Oliver, retired head teacher of Church
Stretton School
2.30pm URC Hall

Mayfair Community Centre
Fashion Show with clothes from ‘Peppermint
Patti’ Tickets £8, include a glass of wine
8.00pm Mayfair

See Page 29

26 SaTurday
Swap Shop

10.00am to 1.00pm Parish Centre

See Page 35

Church Stretton Methodist Church
Concert by Jig Saw in aid of ‘The Ark’ charity for the homeless
7.30pm Methodist Church

See Page 31

Continued on Page 4

Ticklerton Village Hall
8pm till late

22 TueSday

Church Stretton and District Flower
Club
‘Aladdin’s Cave’ Sandra Snell
7.30pm AS Village Hall

See Page 42

Except yellow pages
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Concert Tickets £6 at Burway Books
2.30pm Methodist Church

Sunday at Six
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Longmynd Adventure Camp Update

T

he Longmynd Adventure Camp Trustees are pleased
to announce that the £60,000 refurbishment of the
Longmynd Adventure has been completed on time,
despite a last minute major set back. Just as the finishing
line was in sight, the Charity suddenly had to find £7,000
to fund the unexpected replacement of all its existing toilet
and shower block partitions. It had little option but to
take on a community loan and launch an appeal for help
through the community and county Press.
Chairman Don Rogers said “We are just so grateful to
the Stretton Focus and all the local Press who did a stunning
job for us in our hour of need. The response in the depths
of the continuing credit crunch says a lot about our
generous and compassionate Salopian community”.
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Outgoing Rotary Club of Shrewsbury President, Ian
Gillogaley presents a cheque for £1,500 to Longmynd
Adventure Camp Secretary, Kim March
Secretary and Fundraising Officer Kim March
picked up on the theme, “In May we faced the prospect
of servicing debt for the next 12 -18 months. However,
since our predicament was publicised, this timeline has
substantially improved.
“The Charity has received a number of donations and
other offers to help raise funds. Recent donations include
£500 from the Shropshire Masonic Charitable Association
and a £1,500 from the Rotary Club of Shrewsbury. We
offer our sincere thanks to both organisations and our other
donors, both past and present. We also thank a group of
Longmynd Hikers who will be raising sponsorship monies
on our behalf in early October”.
The Charity plans to send all its financial supporters an
‘end of project’ report later in the year. Kim March said,

“My role as Fundraising Officer is definitely not redundant,
as we plan to boost both the numbers of the needier
children using the Camp and midweek usage by our local
community. In addition to researching these opportunities,
we also need to raise awareness of the Camp’s facilities and
are hopeful of securing National Lottery funding to help us
achieve these objectives.”

Young Visitors

In late July we welcomed a group of children from the
Sparkbrook area of Birmingham for a weeks’ stay at the
Camp. Despite the ‘wash out’ weather there were plenty of
smiles. Church Stretton Round Table treated the children to a
sausage and chips supper when the planned BBQ was rained
off. There’s no electronic media at the Camp, so residents have
to make their own entertainment. It’s good to see that not all
the playground games from yesteryear have died out.

The Charity expects to accommodate up to 700 children
at the Camp this year, some of whom will have never visited
the countryside before. The primary aim is to help urban
children discover more about their natural environment and
themselves among the glorious South Shropshire Hills by
generating additional funding.
For more information please visit
www.longmyndcamp.org.uk.
Appeal to Long Mynd Hike Entrants
If you are entering the 50 mile Long Mynd Hike on
Saturday, October 3rd this year and would like to raise
sponsorship funds to benefit the Longmynd Adventure
Camp please contact their Secretary, Kim March 724991.

“What’s On” .....continued......

27 Sunday

Stretton Churches
‘Back to Church Sunday’
Churches in the Strettons extend a very warm
welcome at any time, but today, to any of the
services

See Page 42

29 Tuesday

Strettondale Local Joint Committee

Church Stretton Gardening Club
‘Wild Flowers of the Long Mynd’ Caroline Uff
7.00pm Refreshments
7.30pm Speaker SHI

October 2 Friday
RNLI

Quiz Evening. Tickets £5
7.30 pm HB Village Hall

See Page 34

3 Saturday

Book Sale for Mayfair Centre
by Tony Crowe
Admission 50p Children free
10.00am-4.00pm SHI

Craven Arms Men’s Chorus
Tickets £6 Proceeds to CS Senior Citizens.
7.30 pm United Reformed Church

See Page 21

7.00pm Rushbury Village Hall

See Page 13
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Grow your Own – the Allotment Phenomenon

I

f you need more exercise, like fresh air and a peaceful
environment, enjoy eating fresh vegetables and fruit then
an allotment could be the answer to your desires.
Allotments are the ‘in thing’ at present and have received
publicity from television programmes such as Gardeners’
World and River Cottage, although
both of these painted a somewhat
idyllic picture of allotment
gardening! The reality is that,
although allotments are fun, they
do require regular work throughout
the year.
Allotments are nothing new.
Indeed the legislation which
governs them was established over
100 years ago in 1908, and the
bulk of this legislation is still in
force. The main element of it is the
duty placed upon local authorities
to provide allotments where a
demand has been identified in their
area.
This was the case in Church
Stretton when, in 2004, over 30
people asked the Town Council to
provide allotments. The Stretton
Allotment Gardens Association
was formed to progress the project
with the Town Council, and in
2006 a lease was taken up on a
site adjacent to the Greenhills
cemetery.
Initially 48 plots of 60sqm were set out and allocated
to those who wanted a plot in August 2006. Demand has
increased over the 3 years since the site started and there
are now 66 plots, all of which are occupied. The ages
of plotholders vary from 10 to 70 years old with a large
proportion of them being of working age. Whoever said
Stretton was solely populated by older people!

Although the plots are small by allotment standards
they are easily managed and sufficient to grow a large
proportion of the fruit and vegetables needed for a
family. Many different approaches have been adopted by
plotholders; deep raised beds, shallow raised beds and
conventional beds allowing for
crop rotation, which is important
to avoid disease building up in
the soil.
Some plotholders have many
years of experience and some are
new to allotment gardening. As
such, a camaraderie has developed
and there is always advice available
on how to grow various crops and
deal with the problems of pests, or
simply just to pass the time of day
while leaning on your spade. This
is, perhaps, the most rewarding
aspect of this community project
apart, maybe, from sitting in
the peaceful environment of the
orchard on the site with a thermos
of tea and a biscuit on a warm
sunny (!) day in summer.
The creation of allotments has
been a success story for Stretton.
Judging by the attention given
to the plots, and the quality and
variety of the crops being grown,
there is every reason to believe the
site will continue to flourish.
With the trend to smaller and smaller gardens the
availability of allotments will become more and more
important for giving people the opportunity to enjoy
gardening, keep fit and benefit from growing and eating
their own produce.
Alan Mileson, Chairman
Stretton Allotment Gardens Association

T
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alternate Wednesdays at 7.30pm. It always has a warm
welcome for visitors, and those considering joining the
Club are invited to attend three meetings as a trial, before
subscribing.
So if you want to start a really enjoyable hobby or
improve your creative skills, contact Club Secretary, Graham
Brown, on 01743 353485 or visit our website:
www.longmyndcameraclub.co.uk

Photo Quiz - Where is it?

Last Month’s Photo

Answer in next month’s Focus

Shampers Windows!
Photos: Nigel Strachan
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he past year has been particularly
significant for the Long Mynd
Camera Club. Thanks to an
award from the National Lottery for new
digital equipment, the club has been
able, for the first time, to project digital
images. This has proved so popular with club members that
35mm slides are no longer included in competitions.
Our forthcoming season will include practical evenings
focusing on ‘Discovering Digital’ and a new feature this year
will be ‘Photo Clinics’. These sessions will be held after each
Club Competition for members to raise any questions they
have about photography in general, not just digital imaging.
We start our new season on 23rd September, with two
stunning audio visual presentations featuring Cuba and
Machu Picchu, presented by Stuart Anthony. Also included
in the new programme are various speakers, slide shows and
competitions for prints and digital images.
The Club, which is very friendly, meets in the United
Reformed Church Hall, High Street, Church Stretton, on

SeptembEr 2009

Camera Club – Digital Switchover

14/8/09 12:15:49

Parents’ Corner

Amidst all this we all know how difficult and stressful
being a parent can be at times, we urge you all to take
some time out for yourself – and don’t feel guilty! It’s the
hardest thing to sit down on the sofa and read a magazine,
but try it for half an hour – watch some inane telly –
without worrying about the housework that needs doing.
The world will not end if a few cobwebs aren’t tackled
that very minute. Relax, we’re all human! Part of being a
parent is about being a good listener , so by recharging
your batteries now and again , you’ll be able to have
the patience and be in a happier, less stressed frame of
mind when they all come charging home making various
demands.
Oh and if all else fails when they’re all tucked up in
bed….phone a friend for a chat, have a long soak in the
bath and reward yourself with a nice glass of Pinot Grigio!
SONG: Autumn-time is coming (sung to the tune of Frère
Jacques)
Red leaves falling, Red leaves falling
On the ground, On the ground
Autumn-time is coming, Autumn-time is coming
All around, All around
Orange leaves falling, Orange leaves falling
On the ground, On the ground
Autumn-time is coming, Autumn-time is coming
All around, All around
Brown leaves scattered, Brown leaves scattered
On the ground, On the ground
Autumn-time is here now, Autumn-time is here now
All around, All around

StRETTON FOCUS
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Perhaps now could be the time to take up a hobby
together. Early in the school week make a plan for the
weekend. This will be something you can all look forward
to during the week. My friends and I all find that using a
visual star chart is immensely useful in getting our little
ones to behave. It’s useful to remind them that good
behaviour and nice manners and being helpful around
the home mean that you’ll have a treat at the weekend,
perhaps a swimming trip or a visit to a museum or the
cinema.

SeptembEr 2009

Recommended Title
The Utterly Otterleys by Mairi Hedderwick
Mairi Hedderwick’s (creator of
Katie Morag) latest story is about
the Utterly Otterley family who
live in a cosy burrow near the river
where everything is just about
perfect. I adore this book as does
my son who is almost four. I
think the reason it’s so appealing
is the fact that the text is child
friendly and the tiny details in the
illustrations are brilliantly drawn.
A truly charming tale with the
underlying moral that the grass isn’t always greener elsewhere….
Easy Recipe for Welsh Rarebit
One leek, sliced
40g (1½ oz) butter
225g (8oz) mature cheddar, grated
1tsp wholegrain mustard
4tbsp whole milk
8 thick slices fresh white crusty bread
Preheat the grill to high. Put the leeks and 20g (¾ oz) butter
in a saucepan and cook until the leeks are tender. Add the
cheese, remaining butter, mustard and milk, and heat gently,
stirring occasionally, until the cheese is melted and the mixture
is smooth and creamy. Season to taste. Then, lightly toast the
bread under the grill on both sides. Top with the leek and
cheese mixture and grill until golden and bubbling. –Yummy!!
Back to school
September is here! Let’s hope everyone reading this has
enjoyed a fun filled summer holiday, even if we did spend a
lot of it in our wellies! It’s back to school time and for some
children it may be the huge milestone of BIG school for the
first time . In our experience as parents this can often be a
daunting situation, so it’s important to boost your children’s
confidence and dispel any anxieties they may have. Here are
a few things to think /discuss with your child before their
first day back at school:
Friendships develop gradually; sharing can often be
the key to making new friends so get your child used
to co-operating with others. Remind your child of how
good it feels when children share toys and join in with
their games, and that you would expect him/her to do the
same. Emphasise the fact that very soon there is going to
be a whole new set of routines. This can often be a tricky
transition after almost two months of summer holidays. On
Day One of Big School, hard as it may seem, make a swift
exit. This will be much less painful for both of you than a
drawn out goodbye.
Explain the importance of good behaviour - there are
simple rules for the classroom for example sitting still and
putting up a hand to ask a question (perhaps even practise
these at home for a short time the week before term starts).
During these first few weeks, make sure they get plenty of
sleep and also by getting up a little bit earlier, you’ll have
time to be able to enjoy a relaxed breakfast together, allowing
time to deal with any upsets and still get to school in plenty
of time. Put out all the things they will need for the next day,
believe me you’ll thank yourself in the morning. Make sure
to make some time to sit with them and chat to them about
their day, ask what they did, try not to criticise or impose
your views, take an interest, listen to them, talk to them and
help them to build their own confidence as individuals.

7
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Community Food Project Expands its Area of Interest

T

he Craven Arms Community Food (CACF) began
5 years ago with a small group based in Craven
Arms and its wider hinterland. An intensive series of
discussions led to the development of a Logical Framework
Plan.
Initial aims were: to support
the holding of a Farmers’ Market
(initially every 3 months and
soon increased to monthly)
based at the Discovery Centre;
to initiate a Community Food
Garden and to support growing
and cooking in Primary schools
and to focus on food education
and support for local producers
as primary aims.
As part of the Market Towns
Initiative, money was made
available to support farmers’
markets in six South Shropshire
towns, allowing the development
of basic equipment to run markets and training for
stallholders. Each town market developed its own style with
generally low rents and a growing local food culture. Primary
aims were to foster an interest and education in local,
community food with customers who supported a quality
food initiative. Further support came from South Shropshire
District Council, the AONB and from the Shropshire
Community Council. Most of these markets have survived,
apart from the Church Stretton one. See:
www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/thingstodo/market.htm
A new initiative from the South Shropshire Housing
Association (SSHA) has led to the development of a
Community Garden in the Onny Meadows. This is now
well established and plot holders are taking responsibility

for the area. This is a highly complementary activity to the
Farmers Market and the Primary School garden initiative.
During 2009, CACF, SSHA and Ludlow 21 together
bid to the Lottery Fund for a Local Food project; ‘Grow,
Cook and Share’ (gardens), in
Craven Arms and Ludlow in
which three primary schools
and three Community Centres
are involved as partners. With
the changes brought by the
Unitary Council in Shropshire,
it was logical to extend the remit
of Craven Arms Community
Food. The new group will be
called “Community Food”
(Church Stretton and Craven
Arms areas). New initiatives
that will be discussed in the
near future will be a monthly
organic food and local produce
market in Church Stretton and a
community supported food project - a partnership between
a local farmer and a group of local families (and maybe the
schools) who are interested in “buying in” to a regular supply
of locally grown vegetables and fruits. - see Community
Supported Agriculture. http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.
co.uk/about/csa/index.cfm
Anyone wishing to participate in the newly enlarged
Community Food project should get in touch with David
Gibbon, Pearmain, 59 Shrewsbury Road, Church Stretton
SY6 6EX. 01694 723362. We will arrange an early meeting
to discuss how we proceed. Meanwhile, there is a regular
farmers’ market at Craven Arms on the first Saturday of
every month outside the Discovery Centre.
David Gibbon

Long Mynd Hike – Cheer them Home

StRETTON FOCUS September 2009

F

or readers who are not familiar with this annual event,
the Long Mynd Hike is a 50 mile competition that
takes place over the first weekend of October every
year: this year is the 42nd event and it will be on 3rd and 4th
October. It follows a set figure-of-eight route over the rugged
countryside of South Shropshire and the Welsh Marches,
with about 8,000 feet of climbing covering eight summits.
The start is at 13:00 hours on the Saturday where around
500 competitors will set off from a field near the foot of
Caradoc, and the object is to complete the course in under
24 hours, either running or walking.
Having completed the Hike myself in 2003 (in 21½
hours in case you’re interested) I know what a challenge it can
be and I also know how spurred-on I was by the support and
encouragement I received at the checkpoints and at various
points around the course: family and friends had stayed up
through the night to follow my progress, and it was a lovely
surprise to be greeted by a cheering group of local people
on top of the final hill, Ragleth. As I walked back through
Church Stretton with fellow walker Sheila Cashmore, the staff
at Newsworld had put out balloons and welcome signs and
insisted we had a celebratory Bucks Fizz to see us through the
final few steps back to the finish at Church Stretton School.
Now, I’m not saying you need to bring Bucks Fizz,
but I’m sure competitors would love to be welcomed back

Sptember 2009 mag.indd 7

through Church Stretton, so if you have a little time to spare
why not turn up either in the town or at the school and
cheer them home. The leading runners will be back before
midnight (yes, honestly – the current record is under 9
hours) and the rest of the finishers will arrive back between
then and 1.00pm on the Sunday. So put the date in your
diary (we’re including this in the September Focus to give
you plenty of notice – the October issue doesn’t come out
until the weekend of the Hike), pick your time, pack your
umbrella and waterproofs (just in case it rains!), select your
spot (near the railway bridge would be a good idea as they
take various routes back to the school after that) and give
them a warm Church Stretton welcome – you may well
recognise some of the competitors as a lot of local people
take part. Full details of the route are on the website www.
longmyndhike.org.uk. I will be with the team at Shelve
checkpoint this year, roughly the half way point, helping
to check competitors in and out, dispensing hot drinks,
and trying to stay awake until about 3.00am when the final
walkers have been ushered safely on to the next checkpoint
on top of Corndon Hill.
Look out in November Focus for pictures and reports
of the 2009 event, meanwhile, come out and show your
support for this fabulous local event.
Hilary Jones

14/8/09 12:15:50
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Church Stretton Town Council - Community Matters

Correction: The Dorrington Players

wish to point out that their next production
‘And This Was Odd’ is by Kenneth Horne, son of
Church Stretton’s Silvester Horne, not grandson.

StRETTON FOCUS
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discussion at one of the Partnership meetings and, as a result,
a schedule has been produced to action accordingly by the
various groups concerned, ie CSATG, Chamber of Trade and
CSTC. Therefore we are hoping that some of these issues
will be implemented during the course of the next six to
twelve months.
Affordable Housing:
Lutwyche Road – All housing units have now been ‘let’ and
are much appreciated by the local families that have now
moved in.
Ashbrook Development - Further to the ‘hold’ on this
development due to a ‘Village Green’ application for this
site, and the added expense in bringing in a QC to evaluate
the situation, a conclusion has been reached. The application
to support a ‘Village Green’ concept has been withdrawn
and therefore SSHA will be going ahead with the housing
development as approved by Planning some considerable
time ago. This news was much appreciated by the Windsor
Place residents, who are looking forward to their new facility.
Watling Street North - The first phase of six housing
units were released for occupation in August and much
appreciated by the local residents who have been successful.
The remaining 15 housing units are still under construction
and will be released at the end of 2009. The reason for this
phasing is the storage space for equipment, etc, during the
construction by the contractor, and to keep the building
work secure from the occupied housing units. Further details
will be released during this year on whether the remaining
units will be to rent or equity shared ownership. All enquiries
on these remaining 15 units should be made to SSHA at
Craven Arms HQ.
Lutwyche Road Car Park
Now that the car park, owned and operated by CSTC,
is fully operational, we have contacted the peoples who
had expressed an interest in purchasing a Season Ticket
contracted space. As there are a limited number of contract
spaces available, the decision has been made that these spaces
will be allocated on a ‘first come first served’ basis. The
take-up of this scheme will be monitored and amended as
appropriate as will the ‘Pay and Display’ machine facility.
CSTC Market
It has been decided, with our market franchisee (Steve
Bownes), to hold a special Saturday Market on 19th
September 2009. This will be to incorporate the Church
Stretton traders, as well as our other market traders, and
hopefully give a ‘themed atmosphere’ for the town. If this is
successful, it may then be repeated as a quarterly event.
Planning Issues
Full details of decisions and current planning applications
can be viewed in the Council Office window at 60
High Street and on the Town Council website (www.
churchstretton.co.uk) or at www.shropshire.gov.uk
Mrs Christine Harvey, Town Clerk
Cllr Tom Beaumont, Town Councillor
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Casual vacancy
A vacancy for a seat on the Town Council representing the
Little Stretton Ward was declared on 29th July due to the
resignation of Chris Proctor. The Council wishes to thank
Chris for his input during his term of office and wish him
well for the future.
Please keep an eye on local notice boards or on our website
for information on whether an election has been called or if
the Town Council is to co-opt for this seat.
Silvester Horne Institute (SHI)
After losing Stretton School of Dance and Drama, who have
now moved to their own premises, we are wanting to look at
this building, with a view to updating the facilities in order
to attract more bookings and encourage more community
use. The SHI is a registered charity, with the Town Council
owning and managing the building as Corporate Trustees.
The Charity includes two other small charities, The Holt
Endowment and the Town Hall Charity. In fact, we could
refer to this building as the ‘Town Hall’, as the various
outlying parishes have their village or parish halls. Therefore,
to promote this idea, we would need to embark on a
programme of modernisation, and to this end we have set
up a small working group to look into this issue and seek
possible grants to enable any work required to be carried out.
Any input from the community (whether users of the SHI or
not) would be welcome.
The ‘Big Lunch’ Picnic in the Park
Back in July, the CSTC decided to have the ‘Open Day’
in the town park, to coincide with the ‘Big Lunch’ theme
throughout the UK. Although the weather wasn’t overbrilliant, there was still a reasonable gathering of parents
and children who attended with their picnics. The children
enjoyed the Crazy Golf and tennis, and even some of the
adults went back to try their skills at tennis. The town park
does cost a reasonable amount to maintain and is well used
by the Bowls, Tennis and Croquet Clubs and, indeed, by
youngsters on the recently re-vamped skateboard facility.
As a visitor recently remarked to us, this facility is unique,
as many such ‘town parks’ are closing around the country,
due to expense of upkeep. We therefore ask all residents to
support these facilities, as the income is much needed to help
offset the costs.
Play area in the Park
Following consultation with the Primary School children a
scheme was devised to paint the existing swings/slides and
see-saw and to add some new equipment (similar to All
Stretton Play area) which is due to be installed in September.
This will, hopefully, add to the all inclusive nature of the
Park and encourage families to enjoy the facilities.
Russells Meadow Pavilion
Following the successful launch of the ‘buy a brick’ campaign
in June, another session was held in the Co-op foyer on 29th
August. A sponsored walk was also held in June and the
local football/cricket clubs are planning other fund-raising
events. Please see the office window for the amount of funds
raised so far. Applications for external funding have been
made to various bodies (such as Sport England and Football
Foundation) and so a start date depends on the success of
these bids.
Shopping Retail Survey
Some time ago, a very comprehensive shopping retail survey
was undertaken in Church Stretton and the results fully
documented. This document was then the subject of a
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Water, Water Everywhere...

I

t was somewhat ironic, that in a town famous for its
plentiful clean waters, Church Stretton should experience
a water famine with supplies curtailed to three hours a
day in 1899. The town was supplied with water from the
small privately owned reservoir in Townbrook Hollow. When
an eminent engineer who resided in the neighbourhood was
consulted (this could only be E.S.Cobbold), he said it was
a matter of storage capacity. Assuming a daily consumption
of 20 gallons per day, per individual in a town with a
population of 600, he said that the reservoir’s capacity
was sufficient only for 12 days. Church Stretton was growing
rapidly. Its population had already exceeded 600 which was
raised in the summer season when the town was invaded by
long-stay visitors. Unlike many of the local residents, these
visitors from the large cities expected flushing lavatories
and increasingly, plumbed baths. Cobbold suggested that
a meter in every house would check the wasted water – a
remedy which has yet to be implemented! He went on to
recommend that a larger reservoir should be constructed in a
valley with a higher elevation than Townbrook Hollow.
Water Wars
And so began the saga of the new reservoir in New Pool
Hollow off Carding Mill Valley, the plans for which were
soon laid down in a Bill of Parliament by the London-based
private syndicate of the Church Stretton Land Company. The
CS Land Company had to move quickly. As it was opening
up new roads around the town the company needed to be
assured that building plots could receive water and that there
was sufficient water pressure to reach the new properties on
the higher ground. While this is a story for another time,
Church Stretton’s chief resident Captain C W CampbellHyslop who believed in public ownership of utilities,

continued on page 18
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the pockets of the Land Company syndicate would prove
deeper than those of the councils. At the Board of Inquiry at
the House of Lords, the objectors were over-ruled leaving the
RDC and the emerging UDC with red-faces, a very large bill
to pay and the considerable ire of their ratepayers.
Even before work on the reservoir had commenced,
work began immediately on laying the water pipes
up Carding Mill Valley in order to collect and deliver
supplementary water into Townbrook Reservoir direct from
the CMV stream. In one of the few photographs which have
surfaced showing utilities being laid in Church Stretton, the
workers can be seen near the ford in CMV. As a result of
recent stream erosion, this pipeline is currently exposed in
two locations crossing the valley stream, immediately above
this site and further downstream, alongside the road bridge.
On Time and On Budget ...
Casual labourers were recruited to quarry and build
the dam for the new reservoir. Work was hindered by
inclement weather especially by a two feet deep snowfall
in December 1901 when work had to be stopped and the
men redeployed to clear the town’s streets. When a few
months later, Shropshire experienced cases of smallpox, the
threat of further delay to his timetable persuaded the works
manager George Milletts, to ask Dr Higginson to inoculate
the workforce who were housed in wooden huts at the works
in the valley. This action and the prejudice of residents
gave rise to rumours in Church Stretton that there was a
smallpox outbreak among the labourers at the reservoir;
casual workmen being the chief suspects for any outbreak.
At the time of its opening on October 25th 1902 by Lady
Meyrick, the water level was already 32 feet deep and rising.
(This busy weekend would prove to be The Strettons’ finest
hour. The previous day,
the Lord Bishop had
consecrated the new
church in All Stretton.
It was the juxtaposition
of these two significant
events which encouraged
a Stretton wit to observe
that ‘he was glad to see
that Cleanliness was still
next to Godliness’) The
reservoir was completed
on time having taken
fifteen months to build.
Although the plans had
been submitted in the
days of the Old Queen,
the reservoir was opened
in the Edwardian era and
should be regarded as a
work of this period. The
new storage pool held
12 million gallons with
the capacity to supply
five times more than the
demand from Church
Stretton. There was now
much spare capacity to allow for the growth of the town.
It had a reserve of 120 days supply which would allow
for any prolonged drought or freeze. (In 1925, one of the
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persuaded the Rural District Council to oppose this Water
Bill while he spear-headed the municipalization of the town.
It was the need for water in 1899 which brought into being,
the Urban District Council of Church Stretton (and of which
CWCH would be its first chairman). As events unfolded,
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driest summers on record, no rain fell in Stretton for 29
consecutive days.)
Unfortunately although taken, there are no photographs
extant of the opening ceremony. Similarly, there are few shots
around the new reservoir despite its declared attraction
to visitors who were now recommended to visit the new
attraction of the reservoir’s spillway in addition to Light Spout.
In what must be one of the least exciting postcard views, a
poor picture exists of the new reservoir. It looked very different
from that which we see today. The dam’s height was higher
with the water level almost to the metal gantry of the walkway.
The spillway is on the extreme left and cascaded out of shot.

Carding Mill Valley
Reservoir Tunnel
Heritage Open Days
12th - 13th September 2009

A

unique opportunity to
visit this relic from
the start of the 20th
Century, never before open to
the public. The reservoir was
built between 1899 and 1902
to supply water to the growing town of Church Stretton
and was rendered redundant in 1977 when mains water was
introduced. The tunnel is 6ft high and 450ft long to the
bottom of a shaft leading up to a metal tower rising out of
the water. The tunnel carried a 9” feed pipe.
The National Trust have arranged for the Shropshire
Mines Trust to offer guided underground tours of the access
tunnel beneath
the Carding Mill
Valley Reservoir
during the 2009
Heritage Weekend
The high quality of the water supplied (initially,
on September 12th
unfiltered) from this reservoir was central to Church Stretton’s -13th. Visitors will
reputation and future development. While many people
have a guided walk up
today would wish to think that they drink the water off
to the tunnel entrance
the hill, the fact is that like most of Shropshire, the town’s
and can go on an
drinking water comes from the River Severn supplied from
optional guided walk
the works at Shrewsbury. The New Pool Hollow reservoir was around the reservoir
decommissioned by Severn Trent in the seventies and, after
after coming out.
safety work had been completed, handed over to the National Opening Times: 10.30am – 4.00pm
Trust. The modern concrete spillway which Severn Trent
All Tours start from the National Trust Shop at the Chalet
provided is without doubt a considerable intrusion into the
Pavilion, Carding Mill Valley and everyone must report here
landscape but fortunately, it did not destroy one of Stretton’s first to book in and be allocated to a group. Minimum age
Edwardian wonders. (I say this in the knowledge that I can no is 6 years old. Numbers may be limited so pre-booking is
longer visit other Edwardian edifices eg The Tower Buildings, recommended Tel. 01694 722631.
White House, Denehurst Hotel and no doubt soon, the
Charge: FREE but donations to the Shropshire Mines Trust
greatest hidden achievement of Stretton UDC, the Edwardian welcome.
sewerage system and works). Beneath the reshaped, lowered
Wear stout boots plus a warm top for underground and
dam embankment lies the original reservoir access tunnel.
bring a torch. Helmets will be supplied. Access to the tunnel
Two teams of welsh miners were employed to dig the 400
is not suitable for the disabled – note that there is a 25
feet tunnel which leads from the base of the tower below the
minute walk up to the tunnel entrance.
reservoir to beyond the dam wall. This tunnel constructed
through solid rock was provided in order that the reservoir
More details at
could be emptied at times of emergency or when maintenance http://shropshiremines.org.uk/cardingmill/cardingmill.htm
was needed. Running along the tunnel is the original cast iron For further information contact Andy Wood:
pipe which supplied the town.
Tel: 01743-718668
Alan Brisbourne. Email: andrewgbwood@hotmail.com

Hope Bowdler

Forthcoming Events

Flicks in the Sticks

In the Village Hall on the second Wednesday of the month. Films start at 7.30pm.
Home-made refreshments are available in the interval. Tickets £4
9th September
Bunch of Amateurs
14th October
Australia
11th November The Baker
9th December
Young Victoria
Barbecue
In Hope Bowdler Village Hall on Friday 4th September at 6.30pm. Whole-cooked local lamb and puddings! Tickets £6
for adults and £4 for children (722644 or 720103)
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Proposed Refurbishment of St Laurence’s Church

I

In order to make the church lighter and brighter the
rough-stoned walls are to be plastered and lime-washed and
improved lighting installed throughout.
Two of the choir stalls will be re-sited against the side
walls of the chancel and eleven free-standing pews will be
retained in the nave, five on the vestry (south) side and
six on the north side. A screen, which can be raised and
lowered, will be placed behind the chancel arch for power
point presentations and smaller screens strategically placed
on pillars for those who are unable to see the main screen.
The audio system will be updated and improved to cater
for the new acoustics.
Finally the main seating, other than the pews already
mentioned, will consist of comfortable chairs, some with
arms, which will be placed in a semicircular configuration
radiating from the dais. This will link the transepts with
the nave to make, as far as possible, a unified body of the
congregation instead of the three very separate bodies of
south transept, nave and north transept that exists at present.
Of course, as the chairs are free standing, they can be
rearranged whenever required.
As a result of all these changes the church will be far
more adaptable not only for the use of the members of St
Laurence’s but also hopefully for concerts, talks, conferences
etc. It does after all hold the greatest number of people of
any venue in the town and it would be good to see it being
used for the benefit of all.
If anyone is interested in seeing a diagram of the
proposed alterations there is a display board in the church.
All the aforementioned changes come under Phase 1 of the
reordering. Phase 2, on which we hope to embark in a year or
two, will consist of a new welcoming area in an extension on
the north west corner of the church. More information on this
will be given before that work is undertaken.
Obviously this is going to be a costly project but the
Rector and PCC feel that with prayer and faith the money
will be forthcoming. If the work is God’s will then we must
believe what we read in Philippians 4:19 “He also promises
to meet all our needs” and in Matthew 6:13 “Put first God’s
kingdom and all our needs will be met.”
Our expectation is that the work of Phase 1 will begin
next January and take about six months to complete.
Susan Roberts

Shropshire Literary Society

T
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C

raven Arms
Men’s
Chorus
will be performing
on Saturday 3rd
October at 7.30
pm in the United
Reformed Church.
Tickets will be available from
Burway Books, Wright’s Estate
Agents and John Thomas.
Proceeds to go to Church
Stretton Senior Citizens.
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he first event of the 2009-2010 programme will be at Church Stretton
Public Library (rear entrance) on Monday 28th September, starting at
7.30pm. This will be an interactive discussion evening on ‘My favourite
historical novel’. Please bring texts to read and to share you enthusiasm.
The Society usually meets on a Monday at 7.30pm in Church Stretton library
for talks and discussions. We also have theatre outings, social evenings and other
literary activities. The subscription for the year is £10; members also pay £1 each
meeting. Visitors are asked to pay £2. Light refreshments are provided.
The Society brings together all who love literature to share ideas and to further
literary knowledge. We have a varied and interesting programme for the year and
discussions are always lively and informative. Please come to the meeting on 28th
September – you will be very welcome and we don’t think you will be disappointed.
For full details and dates pick up a programme in the Public Library or ring
Thelma Thompson for further information on 01694 722821. Details of each
month’s meeting or meetings will also be given in that month’s Stretton Focus.
Julian Smith, (Hon. Treasurer)

Craven Arms
Men’s Chorus
Entertains
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t is many years since it was first mooted that the time
had come to make changes to the inside of St Laurence’s
Church and at last we are within sight of this becoming
a reality.
We have a beautiful historic church which is arguably
the town’s most treasured possession, yet the furnishings and
layout inside are no longer suitable for the 21st century for
the following reasons.
The church was unheated when the Victorians
introduced the present pews so they were designed to be as
draught free as possible by being raised on a platform and
enclosed back and front. A heating system was later added
but that is noisy and creates draughts and is no longer fit for
purpose.
The pulpit was an essential feature. There was no loud
speaker system then and it was necessary for the preacher
to be seen by all as he projected his voice to the best of his
ability. However, because the pews are fixed, and because the
very wide pillars restrict the sight lines, there are parts of the
church where those seated are unable to see the pulpit and
others where the lectern is out of view.
All public buildings are now required to be accessible to
wheel chairs, mobility scooters and pushchairs. Because the
aisles are narrow and most of the flooring is raised about six
inches above the aisles it is extremely difficult to negotiate
the corners and to find somewhere to park without causing
an obstruction.
It is therefore planned to make the following changes.
The pews will be removed and also the raised platform
on which they sit.
The glass screens, which have formed the Emmaus
chapel since 1982, will be removed bringing that space back
into the body of the church.
The pulpit, which is of some intrinsic value, is to be
re-sited on the southern side of the south east pillar.
The chancel steps are to be extended forward to form a
semi-circular dais under the tower and the step near the top
altar is to be removed thus making the chancel and the semicircular dais all one level. This will result in the carved screen
at the east end being lowered, thereby revealing more of the
bottom of the east window.
Under-floor heating is to be installed with stone tiled
flooring throughout.
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22 Save the Children
Happy 90th Birthday!
his year, Save the Children is celebrating its 90th
Birthday. To help recognise 90 years of the work
of Save the Children, staff member, Jenny Paul,
who recently visited the work of the charity in Indonesia,
will be giving a talk and slide show about:

T
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‘Save the Children’s Work in Indonesia’
on Thursday 17th September 10.15 for 10.30am,
at the United Reformed Church Hall, Church Stretton.
Tickets: £3.00 (including coffee and cakes).
For tickets, please phone 01694 722823 or just come along
on the day and pay at the door.
Jenny got to see, first hand, the extreme poverty in the country and
meet some of the children the charity is helping. In Indonesia, the average
wage is less than $2 a day, compared to the luxurious average of over $100
a day in the UK.
Please come and enjoy a coffee and a cake whilst you hear about
children who have learnt for the first time how to wash their hands and
use a latrine,
helping
them to stay
hygienic and
preventing
them from
contracting
diarrhoea and
worms. Hear
as well about
community
projects run by
volunteers, to
ensure children
stay healthy
and to immunise them against diseases. And find out why 90% of the
children placed in the country’s ‘orphanages’ actually have parents – and
see the awful conditions these poor children are living in.
Jenny writes:
‘The charity was set up in 1919, to help save the lives of starving
children after World War 1. Over the years, Save the Children have
indeed saved many millions of children – in situations including the
Russian Famine in 1921, the Korean War in the 1950s, the Ethiopian
Famine in 1984, and the Tsunami in 2004. They were also behind free
school milk
and school
meals, and
they started
the concept
of playgroups;
somewhere safe
for children
to play while
parents
worked.
Today, they’re
still saving
children’s
lives in over
110 countries
around the world, including here in the UK.
We hope you can come along to hear about Jenny’s experiences in
Indonesia.
Church Stretton Branch, Save the Children
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July Weather

Y

es, it’s the same ‘icon’ as last year
showing another wet July. I think a
rewrite of a Mikado song might be in
order:“The Barbies that sizzle in Spring, tra-la
Bring threats of rain and sunshine
As we merrily dance and we sing, tra-la
We don’t like the terrible thought, Tra-la
Of a summer of showers and rain,
of a summer of showers and rain.
And that’s what we mean as we say that the
spring
Is as welcome as barbies that burn everything
Tra-la-la-la-ah” etc
Well, can you blame
me? What another sodden
July! This is the third in
a row, 6.38 inches 2007,
5.12 inches 2008 and now
5.61 inches with nearly 2
inches in one day. Compare January with July
and, well, ought we to change our holiday
plans? 0.93in 2007, 4.54in 2008 and 2.66in
2009. July is thus nearly 3 times wetter than
January! Wettest day this January was a
meagre .79 of an inch, July 1.99 inches.
The month started well, with a burst of very
hot weather, two days being over 80 the rest
in the high seventies, but once the rain started
it didn’t know when to stop. Only 16 days
over 70, the same as last year, a very poor
performance for a month that, usually, is the
warmest of the year.
Robert Smart

The Royal Society
for the Protection of
Birds

T

he Craven Arms
branch of the RSPB
has a programme of
talks and walks throughout
2009. Events are 50p to Local
Group Members and £2 to
non-members.
Coming up:
9th September – ‘Birds in the Biodiversity
Action Plan’, an illustrated talk by Leo Smith.
7.30pm at the Shropshire Hills Discovery
Centre, Craven Arms
Enquiries: Alvin Botting 01547-540176
19th September – Wildlife walk at Wyre
Forest (Forestry Commission)
10.00am Meet outside the Visitor Centre
(Grid reference: SO 753 742)
Morning walk - Leader: Christine Bateman
01584-878362
For further information visit our website
www.rspbsouthshropshire.co.uk
Trevor Halsey
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Church Stretton School Summer Sport

I

Book of the Month

I
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‘Discovering Shropshire Towns’ by Dorothy Nicolle
f you’re trying to think of ideas for a day out, either for yourself or any visitors, this
recently published little book may inspire you to visit some of Shropshire’s other
lovely towns, or even take a more in-depth look at Church Stretton. The author is
a professional tourist guide for the Heart of England region and each of her 16 town
walks takes you past a number of significant and interesting buildings (see if you can
spot the ‘deliberate mistake’ on the Church Stretton walk!). She also includes snippets
of local history which give an interesting insight into each town’s past and might make
you want to learn more.
Well known local personalities from the past also get a mention – some you may
already be familiar with.
The walks are all fairly short, thus allowing plenty of time to explore on your own,
linger at places of particular interest, or visit the shops and cafes.
Hilary Jones
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Hockey Champions after beating Adams
f you walk past the School along Shrewsbury Road,
Grammar in the Final of both age groups,
there is usually a hive of activity on the sports field
winning both finals on ‘flicks’, the hockey
every day in term time. Meeting with teachers Tom
Ward, Martin Longhurst and Alison Moore and chatting equivalent of a penalty shoot-out.
Athletics
about sport in the curriculum was an eye-opener. The
The School entered four strong teams to compete in the
School has enjoyed an outstanding summer in sport and
Athletics County Cup at Telford. Nineteen schools entered
the following commentary on individual sports helps to
and we managed to get three of our four teams into the
explain some achievements.
top eight for the finals; a great achievement. The pupils did
Cricket
themselves proud with under-13 girls finishing 3rd, underChurch Stretton School boys are now the under15 boys 5th and under-13
13 South Shropshire
boys finishing 7th in the
Champions after beating
county.
off competition from
At the Shropshire County
four other schools in the
Championships at Telford,
tournament. Captain
the School entered several
Usman Ahmad’s team won
of their top athletes. Amy
all four games which saw
Partridge finished 2nd in
him lift the trophy at the
the 800m final and Graham
end of June.
Morris finished 2nd in the
The team’s success may
400m. They were both
not be just a coincidence
subsequently selected for the
Church Stretton Town CC
Shropshire team and went
has started an under 13
on to run for the county at
cricket team. Collaboration
Birmingham’s International
between Martin Nichols,
U15 Cricket Team
stadium.
Town Captain and Tom Ward
earlier this year bodes well for the future of cricket in both Schools Partnership Games
Town and School. The under-15 team were runners up in These multi-sport games are a replacement for the popular
Youth Games and four schools took 11 teams to Ludlow to
the 20/20 Cricket County Vase competition.
compete in a variety of events. Of the 11 events, Church
Rugby
Stretton won six, which included: girls tag rugby, boys tag
Kieran Pinches, Rob Higgins and Ross McKaill were
rugby, boys Futsal (a form of football), boys cricket and girls
all selected for the Midlands in a 12-a-side rugby
netball. The School also had 2nd places in Bowls, Tennis,
tournament. Tom Chard represented Worcester academy
Badminton and Table Tennis. 86 pupils took part across three
but unfortunately came back to school with a broken
school years and first place went to Church Stretton School.
collar bone which has now healed and is already looking
The new Sports Centre
forward to next season. Students decided they needed a
With sport such a significant part of our lives and with the
new rugby kit for the team. and raised £600 to buy it by
potential for building relationships internationally, Church
staging a sponsored run. The under-13 girls tag rugby
Stretton School is playing its part. Even before the new
have also been in the news after winning all their county
Sports Centre opens next spring, the signs are that many
championships matches at Telford Rugby Club. Emily
young people are finding fulfilment in the joys of sports.
Williams was the team’s Captain.
Badminton, volleyball, basketball and cycling are potentially
Hockey
new, additional sports. Standards can only further improve
Achievements in hockey are extraordinary as the School
with the advent of the latest training facilities in a whole
does not have an astroturf pitch, there are no other local
hockey clubs and even Stretton Juniors Hockey Club has variety of sports. However, the combination of enthusiastic
to play in Ludlow as there are no local pitches. The under- students and a great coaching team will remain the bedrock
14 and under-15 teams were both crowned County Boys on which ‘Sport in the Strettons’ is built.
Man on Track
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Catholic Voice
Toilet duty!
es, Mrs Jones is on toilet duty”, was
the answer I received, when as a young
priest, I visited the Infants School and
asked to see Mrs Jones. It was playtime and the children had
to be supervised in the toilets in case of ‘accidents’.
Little did I realise that these words would follow me to
Church Stretton, when I inherited a church without a toilet.
The nearest one is in the Priest’s House, some fifty yards
away, which involves having a key in a strategic place for
those in need. At baptisms, weddings and funerals especially,
one trustworthy person has to be on toilet duty. Indeed, it
has become a semi-liturgical service!
However, all this is about to change. In our new
extension to the church, we have incorporated a toilet
that is disability-friendly and have also included a ramp
to make it easier to access the church. The porch will be
much larger with the door facing the car park to facilitate an
easy entrance for coffins at funerals. Until now Keith, our
friendly undertaker, has had to make nimble manoeuvres
to get the coffin in. The nave of the church too is having a
makeover; out go the benches and in come the chairs.
This will greatly enhance the building as a place of
worship and meeting place. With the moveable chairs and
tables readily to hand in the store-room, the building can
quickly become a home for groups and parish meetings. The
sanctuary area will have a moveable screen to be installed as
needed. Our sacristy too will be changed to facilitate tea and
coffee making with a fridge and storage cupboards for all the
crockery and cutlery.
All in all, these changes will provide a comfortable
environment for celebrating Mass and the Sacraments and
secondly, will allow us to meet together as a parish for prayer
meetings, discussions and social occasions.
This will also enable us to get to know one another
better and help us to grow as a community with the
objective of helping the Kingdom of God to increase and
develop in this area.
Father Ambrose Nicholson, Parish Priest

Y
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Flu Clinics

T

hese are the dates of the drop-in seasonal flu
clinics at the medical centre and the list of ‘at risk’
groups for whom vaccination is recommended by
the Department of Health.
Clinic dates:
Saturday
12th September
9am – 12noon
Saturday
26th September
9am – 12noon
Groups at risk from influenza:
Everyone aged 65 years and over
People aged under 65 year with underlying problems
such as:
• Asthma (requiring continuous or repeated use of steroids)
• Chronic heart disease
• Chronic liver disease
• Chronic neurological disease
• Chronic renal disease
• Chronic respiratory disease
• Diabetes
• Immunosuppression
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Rectory Wood
Heritage Project

S

hropshire Council Parks and Countryside Sites Team
will soon begin on repairs to the boundary wall and ice
house pool dam as part of the Rectory Wood Heritage
Project.
Supported by funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund,
the project involves the regeneration and enhancement of
Rectory Wood and Field
The work will involve taking down and rebuilding a
large section of the boundary wall located at the junction
of Church Street and Burway Road, to avoid the structure
falling.
At present the wall which is an important historic feature
of the site, is being pushed over by the roots and trunks of
four large trees and is in danger of collapsing into the road.
Work will involve the felling of four large mature trees
adjacent to the boundary wall on Church Street.
The ice house pool dam will also be restored to its
former glory and the entrance gates and pillars will also be
refurbished.
The project has already supported the creation of several
community groups and projects including the Rectory Wood
Community History Group, who are researching a variety
of topics including ‘The landscape history of Rectory Wood’
and ‘Shropshire ice houses’.
Councillor Steve Charmley, Portfolio Holder for Culture
and leisure, says “This is part of a very exciting project
which also involves working with the local community and
Shropshire Archives and Archaeology Services to find out
more about the landscape history of Rectory Wood and
interpret that information for the public.”
Clive Dean, Shropshire
Councils, Community and
Conservation Officer said,
“Although the removal
of the trees is regrettable,
further specimen trees will
be replanted to replace
those felled. Rectory Wood
is an extremely important
site for wildlife as well as
being of historical and
archaeological importance.
The Rectory Wood
Heritage project will help
rejuvenate this recreational
site for local residents and visitors to enjoy.”
The project has also funded a community archaeological
project led by Shropshire Council’s Archaeology Service.
Local volunteers carried out a ‘dig’ of the Ice House and
some building foundations within the wood with startling
results.
The results so far have highlighted the important
landscape history contained within this site, the design of
the landscape having been influenced by the famous English
Landscape Architect Capability Brown. It is hoped that
further funding will be obtained to carry out more detailed
research to follow up on discoveries from this project.
For more information about the project call Parks and
Countryside Sites Team on 01743 255909.
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A Scrappies Volunteer - a life on the heap

I
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I have sorted boxes, rolls of paper, cardboard, bits of
wood, sacks that have contained dried onion and herbs
(the pong stayed on me for days). A whole afternoon was
spent in the tomb known as ‘the recycling room’ sorting the
over-generous cast offs from Shropshire Hospitals; sheets,
blankets, nurses uniforms - do they really have that many
working for them?
As I have a screwdriver of my very own, I get lumbered
with some of the more practical tasks; fixing shelves, doors,
lights etc. I still regard the zenith of my achievements as
the sugar sack/Wendy house construction. This entailed
suspending from the roof a fabric sack that in a previous life
had contained a cubic metre of Tate & Lyle’s finest sugar.
The idea, (Irene’s), is that these can be used as play houses
for small children by inserting a supporting frame inside.
A caring adult can thus entomb a child or two for several
hours, under the delusion that they are happily ‘playing
house’ within.
So Pete, make a frame from scrap timber and suspend
the cube from the roof then people can see how they could
be used - simple says I. All goes well until, working alone,
I hoist the construction skywards. SNAP goes the hoisting
string, DOWN comes the creation onto yours truly standing
below. At this point the fact that the blasted thing still has
copious quantities of sticky sugar in it becomes obvious. So,
picture the scene as viewed by the customers: a large white
cube staggering around with a pair of size tens protruding
from below, a muttering and swearing coming from within
that then goes into uncontrollable giggles.
After a few months it becomes obvious that this scrap
lark does demand a certain temperament and crazed outlook
on life. This was confirmed for me on going to my first
‘Scrap Swop’. This is a meeting of like minded folk, all
sharing the same manic outlook on the re-use of industrial
waste. From the four comers of our bewildered nation they
come. The Transits packed to the wipers with the detritus of
modern manufacturing, each hoping to lumber others with
the stacks of junk they wished they had never said ‘thanks’
for in some God forsaken loading bay.
The venue chosen is aptly a rugby ground outside of
Mansfield. Onto its turf are lined up the doors of some
thirty Transits, their contents disgorged onto the pitch. A
viewing takes place and then a whistle (aptly) blown. All hell
breaks loose.
With arms and legs flying these people, who on first
meeting seemed so well mannered and genteel, turn out to
be the storm troopers of scrap. No money changes hands
of course. The master plan is to suss out what you want
and from which piles, and go like hell to get it. Meanwhile
hoping that your own heap of goodies will disappear. If it
doesn’t you have to take it back home plus the stuff you’ve
just gleaned.
So I wondered which poor souls ended up with about
four miles of elastic, and do they need psychological help?
The life of this recent Scrappies volunteer rolls on. Each
week new challenges, new scrap horizons to contemplate.
The vision is Irene’s............
“Pete, I’d like you to go with us to Wolverhampton next
week. I know where we could pick up a few hundred bits of
wood cut from the inside of toilet seats.”
Irene, what could I say?
Pete Johnson
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RENE! We’ve got a volunteer!” That’s how this sorry
episode began last November on just another cloudy
and rainy Wednesday afternoon in Church Stretton. My
wife Kate and I had just popped in to drop off a few empty
plastic margarine tubs that we had carefully saved up to
add to the greater good of child art in the community, little
knowing that Scrappies had enough of the things behind the
scenes to sink a fair sized cruise liner. They were gratefully
accepted by someone I now know is called Sara, who, in a
former life, must have been in second hand car sales or some
other dubious profession.
We asked what sort of stuff they needed.
Sara paused, folded her arms and looked me in the eye.
“We need a man” she said. “A few hours when you could
spare it would be fine. Could you start next week?”
I hadn’t intended to offer my services on that day, or
any other day for that matter. We had moved to Stretton
about six months previously. Most of our time and limited
energies we needed to dedicate to sorting out an overgrown
garden and a rather curious example of the art of building
laughingly described by the estate agent as a bungalow.
We knew that Scrappies looked an interesting way to
while away some time (when we had it) and intended to get
involved, but not yet, definitely not yet.
So, there I was, now out in Lutwyche Road, slightly
dazed and wondering what on earth I had been corralled
into. A week later I was to find out. “This is Brian Kemp,
he’s leaving for the Isle of Wight shortly”. With hindsight
now I know why. A warning to us men. Blokes seem to be
in short supply at Scrappies. They crowd the pavements
of Stretton, but wisely never seem to go anywhere near
Scrappies red portals.
I was greeted by a kindly faced woman called Irene
who, despite all odds, runs the show. My first task was to
unpack and re-box several thousand packets of ‘Mr. Men’
stencils that were joined together in a continuous strip. Like
nightmare spaghetti it spilled out over the floor, you can’t
just pull out a few of the damn things - you end up with the
lot!
Having completed that task some hours later, it
transpired that another duff Kellogg promotion lay in wait
to be re - packed, ‘Teeny weenies’ or some such abomination.
By now I was getting the knack of it and the re-packed boxes
were now going on an ever higher pile. Only to collapse on
me later and nearly snuff out their new volunteer.
(Incidentally, we still have boxes of the infernal things
even now almost a year later. Ask Irene and she’ll give you
one, or two, or more boxes if you really want ‘em.)
So the ritual of turning up and being presented with an
ever increasing list of tasks turned from weeks to months.
Irene is a ‘list person’. She has lists as long as your
arm for jobs to be done, things that need fixing, people to
contact, lists about lists that need writing, re written lists
from lists that have got lost; it just goes on and on and on.
I ask her what needs to be done and several minutes later I
have forgotten the first dozen or so and just get on with what
I can remember.
So what does a Scrappies volunteer do? Well ......
Sorting, there are always things to be sorted, piled up,
moved from the van, sorted, moved back to the van and then
unloaded again because you’ve buried something at the front
of the van that should be in the store - aagh!
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Mayfair News

A

Public Meeting
On the 1st October Mayfair would like to invite you to
a public meeting. Mayfair is now twelve years old and we
would like this opportunity to discuss the role of the centre
in the community and the vision for the future. It is so
important that everyone feels able to have a voice regarding
Mayfair - it is a Community Centre run by the community
for ALL the community.
We are holding two meetings to enable more people
to attend, the first at 2.30pm and then at 7.30pm in the
activity room.
If you have never visited Mayfair or would like more
information we are able to show people around between
5pm and 7pm on the same day.
We hope you are able to attend. If you have problems
with transport please contact Mayfair 01694722077
Sue Wood (Trustee)

StRETTON FOCUS
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Walking for Health
My name is Roy Bell and I have
recently been appointed as the Walking
for Health Co-ordinator for South
Shropshire. I am based at the Mayfair
Community Centre where there is an
active Walking for Health programme
of short walks every week, led by a
committed group of volunteers. The
Walking for Health initiative provides people with an
opportunity to start looking after their health.
Other benefits of walking are:
• It is free and requires no special equipment
• It is accessible to all
• It is an easy activity to start doing, and you can build up
gradually
• Walking with a group can make you feel safer and more
confident
• It provides an opportunity for social contact
• There is low risk of injury
• It can be incorporated into our daily lives
The walking for health programme in Church Stretton has
a variety of walks on offer leaving from the Mayfair Centre
and these are graded as follows:
Level 1 heart: - up to 30 minutes level pavement walk –
Wednesday Fortnightly at 11.00am
Level 2/3 heart: - up to 90 minutes off road, gentle
gradients some stiles -1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 10.30am
Level 4 heart: - 90-120 minutes off road, hills, stiles, steeper
gradients, faster walking – Tuesday & Friday
Also available are 1:1 walks at level 1 on Monday and
Friday (booking essential).
If you would like to know more about this initiative either
as a walker or walk leader you can contact me at the Mayfair
Centre Tel: 722077 or email me at roy.bell@mayfaircentre.
org.uk. Alternatively you can pick up a leaflet from the
centre or simply just turn up at the appropriate walk time.
Roy Bell
Complementary Therapy - new at Mayfair:
Fiona Robertson and Rob Rowe will have a regular Tuesday
session at Mayfair Complementary Therapy Practice.
Rob Rowe - Bowen Technique and Aromatherapy
Tel: 01938 561404
Fiona Robertson - Reflexology and Homeopathy
Tel: 01588 638416
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Mayfair Tea Concerts
fter a very successful tea concert at
Mayfair at the end of May, we will
be staging a further series of three
Afternoon Tea Concerts with a selection of chamber and
classical music.
At the first, on Friday 4th September, we will have the
pleasure of hearing from The Belmont String Quartet, and
at the remaining two concerts, on 2nd October and on 6th
November we will enjoy the music of The Caradoc Players,
a group brought together by Richard Elliott. These concerts
will take place at 3.00pm at Mayfair. Tickets £5 (to include
afternoon tea) are now available from Mayfair Reception.
Fashion Show at Mayfair
On Friday 25th September at 8pm, there will be a Fashion
Show at Mayfair! This show is the first of its kind, and will
bring a little bit of colour to help you into autumn and
winter. All the clothes are from ‘Peppermint Patti’ here in
Church Stretton and will be on sale after the show, together
with any accessories that you may fancy. This event is in aid
of Mayfair
Tickets (£8 including a glass of wine) are available from
Mayfair or ‘Peppermint Patti’ at the beginning of September.
So do come and have an enjoyable evening with friends and
family, in the very pleasant atmosphere of CLOTHES etc.
Mayfair Barbecue
Appalling weather! Who in their right minds would go to a
barbecue in such terrible conditions? The rain lashed down
and the wind blew, but still nearly 80 people turned out to
the event in aid of Mayfair on Saturday 11th July. However,
thanks to the cover over the yard at Cardingmill National
Trust, and two hastily requisitioned gazebos, shelter was
available. A move into the Pavilion Tea Room later allowed
everyone to revive memories of the Sixties, performed by Les
Goss’s ‘60s Revisited’, and the rest of the evening continued
with singing and dancing and the tapping of feet until it
was time to brave the weather again to return home. Many
thanks to National Trust Cardingmill, Les Goss, all the
helpers and particularly all those who came out in support
of Mayfair Community Centre and helped to raise a massive
£730. Thank you
Ian Whittaker, Acting Chair Mayfair Fundraising.
We should like to thank Berry’s for a donation of £300 raised
at the Arts Festival coffee concerts and the Rotary Club of
Church Stretton for a donation of £300.
Courses available!
The following courses will all be starting at Mayfair in
September; please phone, call in or see our website for details
of dates and times.
Classes at Mayfair this autumn
Art classes with Rosie Read
Beginners, Intermediate Advanced To find out more or book
a place contact Rosie direct on 01588 630421
Belly Dancing with Jude McGillivray
Pilates with Selina Liebrecht
Yoga – chair based yoga with Jayne Evans
Extend - gentle exercise to music, with Hannah Litschmann
Tai Chi with James Lanyon
To find out more or book a place call into Mayfair
Community Centre or phone 01694 722077
Beginners’ I.T.
Beginners’ Digital Photography
‘Moving on’ Digital Photography
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Methodist Voice

P

aul, who wrote all those letters
to Christian groups in Turkey,
Greece and Italy, has had a bad
press over the centuries. Not always
easy to follow his line of reasoning,
he’s been accused of disliking women;
of being homophobic; of colluding
with an economic system based on
slavery. It’s easy to get bogged down in
arguments about these and other issues
(often without us knowing much about
the historical and cultural background)
and to lose sight of the bigger picture.
I’ve been reading some of his letters
again, and found myself drawn to that
bigger picture, to some of the things
Paul wrote, which seem to me to have
particular relevance today, not only to
Christians. The Focus editors won’t let
me have the whole page to myself, but
may I share just a couple of thoughts
with you? (And, yes, I’m being more
than a bit selective!)
Probably Paul’s best-known words
are often used at weddings:
“Love is patient and kind; it is not
jealous or conceited or proud; love is
not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable;
love does not keep a record of wrongs.
Love never gives up; and its faith, hope
and patience never fail.”
Elsewhere he described his ideal
personal qualities:
“Love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
humility and self-control.”
I don’t know about you, but I
fall far short of those qualities. But
wouldn’t the world be a better place if
we all tried that bit harder to live more
closely by them?
Paul was convinced that no-one
on this planet is beyond God’s love.
His conviction was revolutionary and
turned the accepted norms upside
down. They have shone like a beacon
throughout history, and have inspired
freedom movements.
There is no longer any distinction
between Gentiles and Jews, barbarians,
savages, slaves and free. So there is no
difference between Jews and Gentiles,
between slaves and free people, between
men and women.
The Bible says that God made
humankind “in his own image.”
However we interpret that, we are all
children of God. That makes us all homeless or mansion-dwellers, black or
white, Christian or Muslim, British or
Romanian - sisters and brothers. And
what a challenge that is to my attitude
to those who are different.
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We may feel
despondent or
inadequate or filled
with self-doubt. We
may feel the pain
of bereavement or illness. We may be
worried about the future for ourselves
or for those close to us. We may feel
deeply our own failure to live up to
the Gospel we claim to live by. Paul
reassures us:
“Who then can separate us from
the love of Christ? Can trouble do it,
or hardship or persecution or hunger
or poverty or danger or death? For I
am certain that nothing can separate
us from his love. There is nothing in
all creation that will ever be able to
separate us from the love of God.”
There is more. But, whether you
agree or disagree, whether you attend
church or not, why not come and join
us at our monthly informal ‘Sunday at
Six’ on Sunday 13th September at the
Methodist Church (6:00 pm of course).
We will be looking at Paul’s ideas rather
more closely.
David Jandrell

Coffee Morning
We shall have a Coffee Morning on
Wednesday 9th September, 10.30am
- 12 noon at Alpenrose, 17 Alison
Road, Church Stretton. There will
be cakes and other home produce for
sale and a raffle. We shall be selling
RNLI souvenirs (tea towels, stationery
and other small items) and this will
be your first opportunity to buy 2009
RNLI Christmas Cards.

Quiz Evening
We shall run a Quiz in Hope Bowdler
Village Hall on Friday 2nd October
starting at 7.30 pm. We invite you
to form teams of up to 6 people.
Cost £5 per person. We shall provide
refreshments at half time but you
will need to bring your own drinks.
Tickets available from Liz Madeley
Tel. 771744 and Richard Turner Jones
Tel.724371

Gardening in
September

A

good month for colour with
anemone and aster, phlox, and
many varieties of rudbeckia and
other daisy flowers all making a good
show and keeping the bees happy.
Lawns The mower blade can be raised
this month, moss and thatch should be
raked out and the surface spiked with a
fork (or by machine if it is a large area).
Brush in some fine soil or sharp sand and
top-dress with autumn lawn feed. It is
also a good time to sow or turf new lawns.
Vegetables Sow spinach, turnips,
overwintering onions and spring greens.
(These will need to be protected from
the birds as the weather turns colder).
Cut back asparagus foliage and apply a
mulch. Pot up some herbs and keep in
a sheltered place for winter use. Sow a
green manure on bare areas to be dug
in next Spring; This will help to prevent
nutrients from leaching out of the soil
during the winter and also improve the
soil structure when incorporated later.
Flowers Tidy up taller plants and deadhead to keep flowers coming, and take
cuttings of tender plants. Semi-ripe
evergreen cuttings can be taken now.
Move tender perennials to shelter before
the temperature drops too much. Lift
tender tubers now, although dahlias are
better left until they are just blackened
by frost. Plant narcissi as soon as
possible so that they grow a good root
system before winter. Evergreen hedges
can now have a last trim.
Greenhouse Reduce watering to leave
the compost just moist and remove
foliage as necessary, which will keep
fungal diseases to a minimum. Shading
can be removed and the glass cleaned
before bringing in the tender plants for
the winter.
Fruit Pick apples, pears and plums
carefully, using any damaged fruit
first as it will not keep. Store in cool
conditions in trays. Soft fruit especially
needs to be picked, if possible, when
dry. There are many varieties of soft
fruit available for autumn; raspberries,
strawberries, and various hybrids
helping to extend the season.
This month’s meeting is on 29th
September and marks the beginning of
the new season. Caroline Uff (National
Trust) is our speaker, her subject
‘Wild Flowers of the Long Mynd’.
The meeting starts at 7pm for 7.30pm
– admission £1 members, £2 nonmembers.
Church Stretton and District Gardening Club
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Swap Shop

O

ur next Swap Shop will
operate on Saturday 26th
September 2009 from
10am to 1pm in the Parish Centre
The move is in response to a
suggestion that shoppers would
find it more convenient.
The aims of a Swap Shop are
to reduce waste, prevent landfill
and save money. Bring along
a clean, useable item and take
anything from the Swap Shop
you may need for FREE. The
only expense is 50p entry needed
to cover costs of the venture and
refreshments are available.
Acceptable items have to be
genuinely re-usable and nonhazardous, toys, bric à brac, sports
equipment, tools, CDs, musical
instruments, books, etc. Items we
cannot accept include furniture
(for the time being), electrical,
faulty or illegal items, underwear
and broken items which are not
re-usable.
Any leftover items will be
given to Scrappies, Lutwyche
Road (the ONLY Scrapscheme in
Shropshire).
So do come along - support
the Swap Shop and Scrappies prevent items from going into
landfill - and take away something
you need for FREE.
Eileen Roberts 01694 720086

M

Shropshire Football League and the
Shropshire Football League. These eight
teams provided football for 105 boys
and girls from Church Stretton and
surrounding areas.
Magpies, like other voluntary clubs
are in need of sponsorship and any one
interested in this should contact Clare
Wright (Secretary) on 01694 724576.
Magpies would like to thank all the
companies that sponsor junior football
in Church Stretton and a special thanks
to “O2 It’s your Community” for their
generous grant of £500 for new mini goals
and kit for the teams.
This year Magpies FC are able to
offer football to boys and girls at 8’s, 9’s,
10’s, 11/12 girls, 12’s, 13’s, 14’s and 16’s.
Anyone interested in playing football in
any of these ages should contact Clare
Wright on the above number or click on
www.churchstrettonmagpiesfc for more
information.
Magpies have presented Church
Stretton Town Council with a cheque
for more than £900 raised from a recent
sponsored walk in aid of the new Pavilion.
A big ‘thank you’ to all the Magpie Players
and parents who took part in the event

Stretton Scottish
Dancers

D

enis and Ann are pleased to
announce that we will begin
our 13th season of Scottish
country dancing classes on Monday 14th
September at 7.30pm at All Stretton
Village Hall.
We look forward to welcoming
not only our regular members, (some
of whom have been with us since the
beginning!), but anyone who would like
to give Scottish country dancing a try.
We cater for absolute beginners as well
as seasoned dancers; all you need is a
pair of flat-heeled soft-soled pumps, an
appetite for fun and a desire to be part of
the wonderful evenings that we regularly
enjoy. You will also make new friends and
benefit from pleasant exercise to foottapping music – all for only £2 a night!
Contrary to widely held misconceptions,
you do not need to be Scottish, have a
partner (though couples are welcome), or
wear a kilt! Just come and enjoy yourself.
We look forward to meeting you.
Contact Dennis and Ann for more
details (722325)
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S

hropshire has a wealth of very
talented young musicians.
Some of them are about
to leave and start
their University
education. We are
delighted that a
group of them have
agreed to take part
in a concert at the
Methodist Church on Saturday,
12th September at 2.30pm
There will be music for violin,
cello, flute, clarinet, harp and
piano.
Tickets for this special event, in
aid of church funds and including
tea and biscuits after the concert,
are available from Burway Books
at £6 (or723607)
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Back to Church
veryone is
specifically
invited back
to church on Sunday
September 27th. Last
year 37,000 extra
people went to church on what has
become known as “Back to Church
Sunday” across the UK. Surveys
have shown that many people have
left or drifted away and just want an
invitation to come back, so Back to
Church Sunday was devised about 5
years ago so that anybody whether
they have been a regular churchgoer
or not would feel more able to
return, assured of a warm welcome
and that nobody would be “got at”.
Indeed, on that Sunday the services
will run according to the regular
pattern, so that newcomers will see
a pretty typical Sunday, except that
we expect to have a special Gift bag
at St. Laurence’s for any returnees to
emphasise we want them, not their
money or anything like that!
Garage Praise
Another time when we get many
visitors is to the Garage Praise
meetings. They take place in the
secondary school at 7.30pm and
consist of songs led by a mixed age
group, a talk by a guest speaker, with
refreshments-some very original! The
next one will be on Friday Sept. 11th
with Siobhan, a young lady just back
from Durban, speaking, and all are
welcome-again many just come and
go, and all ages come from about 6
through to teens and 80+.
Men’s Breakfast
Rev. David Morris will be telling
his story at the Men’s breakfast on
Sat. Sept. 19th. He will describe
his journey of faith and answer any
questions at the end. David’s family
have lived in the area a long time and
David will be known to many through
golf and Rotary. Any men are welcome
just to turn up and enjoy a full cooked
breakfast and talk. Normally over 40
come and the last one with retired
Chief Constable Robin Oake, whose
son, Stephen, was killed in a shooting,
was extremely memorable.
Helping with Outreach
We are also going to commission Sally
Cooke as outreach worker on Sunday
20th, to assist us with our outreach.
So September has lots of exciting
things to look forward to as we seek to
venture forward in faith.
Richard Hill

35

Report
Young Musicians Magpies
agpies were able to field eight
teams in last year’s successful
of Shropshire
season in both the South
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Dear Editor . . .

A

High Visibility
an I make a request for anyone
considering evening running this autumn
that they wear high visibility clothing?
I know this appears to be common sense, but
there have been some runners out and about on
dark nights wearing dark clothing with perhaps
just a few reflective patches. These people can be
difficult to see from a motorist’s viewpoint, despite reflectors.
This appeal is likewise for children delivering newspapers
pre-school who are using the roads early morning mostly
without any form of cycle lights.
Thank you.
Robert Leivers
White House Gardens, Church Stretton

C

Noticeboard
he 43rd Arts Festival has just finished and all events
were very well attended, thanks largely to the
excellent publicity provided around the town. Few
thanks are due, however, to the much-vaunted Area Tourism
Group. I enclose a photo one of the town centre boards, in
Lion Meadow:
This features the
2008 Arts Festival
brochure (yes, that is
not a misprint!), and
everything else on the
board looks scruffy
and uncared-for.
Representations to sort
it out have been made
to the Group, but to
no avail.
The tourist season
is now in full swing
and hundreds of
people, both residents and visitors’ pass this board every day;
they must get a very strange view of our publicity strategy.
Presumably the Area Tourism Group has a budget
enabling them to put boards up around the town. It would
be a wiser use of our money if they were kept up to date.
Richard Walker

T

M
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SSDD Pride
ur young people are an important part of our
Nature and Us
community. We should celebrate them and support
ost of our modern woes come from our alienation
them. Did you know that around 200 young people
from nature. Nature made and sustains our bodies; in our area attend Stretton School of Dance and Drama
we are an integral part of it. Yet, we strive to fit
every week? I feel that many residents in Church Stretton
ourselves into the virtual reality of a man-made world; the
may not be aware of the activities available at the SSDD for
world of finance, politics and technology. We forget our
the younger members of our community. As the summer
links with the rest of creation. We do so at our peril, and will term ended we were treated to some wonderful performances
never find real peace and joy.
including the Actors’ Showcase, Students’ Choreographical
The point of Greek tragedy was to portray a hero
Showcase, performances at Prize Giving and the Summer
fighting the forces of nature, personified as gods, and losing. School production.
In order to live in harmony with nature, we must be
I understand that there has been some negative reaction
selfless, humble, patient and able to accept a minimum
to SSDD taking on the lease at The Old Dairy, Crossways,
of discomfort. Young people are brought up to view these
on the A49. Moving out of hired spaces will enable SSDD
virtues as weaknesses. Because they do not wish to think,
to develop, providing more for our community. I can not
they jump around to the sound of loud music and get drunk. understand the narrow mindedness of people who wish to
Their refusal to accept life as it really is stands in their
continued on next page
way to lasting happiness.
Simone Crawley
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Climate
s I was struggling to the pub the other day, in
the pouring rain, I thought how kind of Jamie
Wrench
to think of me in the August Focus article. While
scanning the heavens for some sight of the sun I
reflected on the fact that global temperatures have been
stable for eight years and are now, if anything, falling.
Reaching the pub, I started to dry off and warm up
and ordered a beer. Appalled at the ever increasing price,
I wondered if I should seriously consider getting another
job! Perhaps I could be a Carbon Trader? It seems to involve
creating meaningless pieces of paper and then buying and
selling them at a vast profit. Sounds like a nice little earner!
Perhaps it’s something to do with Quantitative Easing?
Or I could be a wind turbine salesman, that seems to be a
growth area. There must be room on the Longmynd for a
few thousand. Mind you, we would need a string of massive
pylons through Church Stretton to connect them to the
national grid, of course, but never mind – we mustn’t stand in
the way of progress must we? They will help to stop the lights
going out, or at least they will when the wind is blowing.
Perhaps having a beer makes you a bit maudlin, but
I couldn’t help feeling sorry for the ‘2,500 scientists’
whose work has been so abused by misquotation and
misrepresentation by politicians and others with their own
agenda. No wonder so many of them signed up to the
Manhattan Declaration, which states, among other things,
that there is no convincing evidence that CO2 emissions
from modern industrial activity has in the past, is now, or
will in the future cause catastrophic climate change.
About this time a few more customers struggled in
and started dripping on the carpet. Someone said “Didn’t
those computer models predict that by now we would all be
growing bananas in our gardens at Christmas?” “Oh yes”, I
responded, “they are now, of course, all totally discredited.
But don’t despair, they are producing new models. In fact
our own Met Office has one, so that should be good”.
“Is that the same Met Office that predicted that we
would have a sizzling barbeque summer, by any chance?”
asked another.
We gazed glumly out of the window at the rain, now
turning to hail, and ordered another round.
Man In Pub
(Name and address supplied – Ed)
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The Story of the Dorrington Players

T

he ‘Dorrington Village Players’ was formed in 1921, made-good. Mr Reg Pritchard, who was a member for a
made up mainly of members of the local farming
few years in the 1940’s, went on to become a well-known
community. The group
television actor, appearing in
was disbanded in 1931 as the
Z Cars and Softly Softly.
‘first’ great depression took
Currently the most
hold, but was started again in
long-standing socially active
1937 by Mrs Egerton Hine,
member of the DP’s is Beryl
who owned Country Friends
Jones, who first appeared in
restaurant.
‘The Cat’ in 1953, and later
In the early days,
that same year in ‘Chiltern
performances were held in the
Hundreds’. Jim Rossell joined
Dorrington Village Hall, then
in 1967, and Beryl and Ted
known as the Hope Edwards
Lewis in 1968. In the early
Hall. But the hall didn’t have a
days producers included
stage, and by 1953 the players 1953 production of ‘Chiltern Hundreds’ featured Beryl Jones (centre) Mrs Egerton Hine, Dorothy
availed themselves of superior
Dunn, Edna Webb, John
facilities in The Silvester Horne Institute in Church Stretton. Warwick, and from the late sixties’ Jim Rossell, Gill Berry,
They continued to rehearse in the Village Hall, however,
Albert Neil, Beryl Lewis, and David and Susan Roberts.
until 1989 when it made way for a
Family involvements are common
doctors’ surgery. The players then
in the group, and Beryl, her husband
enjoyed meeting in a back room
Ted and daughter Kathryn have all
of The Horseshoes pub, gathering
been active members. And three
for refreshments in the bar later.
generations of the Rossell family
But sadly for them their room
played together in ‘When We are
was eventually converted into a
Married’ in 2002: Jim, his daughter
restaurant. Their final move was to
Elizabeth and her daughter Sophie.
Longnor Village Hall where they
Betty Rossell, who is the current
still rehearse today. Since the link
president of the group, has performed
with Dorrington had been broken
in 15 plays, her first, ‘Breath of
there was discussion about whether
Spring’ in 1983 and her last ‘Out of
to change the group’s name, but
1991 production of ‘Play-On’: Beryl Lewis, Betty Rossell, Focus’, in 1999.
members voted to retain the name
Dorrington Players’ forthcoming
Connie Neil, Beryl Jones
Dorrington Players because of the
autumn production ‘And This Was
reputation they had built up.
Odd’ is on 12th, 13th and 14th November and will be
The group has won many awards throughout the
directed by Andrew Chapman. Look out for more details
years. Just one example was in 1972 when the Players
here and on www.churchstretton.co.uk Amy Chapman
proudly carried home the Shrewsbury Chronicle Shield,
the Shropshire Drama Festival’s major award. The play
which took them to victory, and on to the third round of
he Dorrington Players welcome members of the
the National Drama Festival, was ‘Barnstable’ by James
public to join them for their monthly play-reading
Saunders, directed by Edna Webb, and featuring one of
on Wednesday 2nd September at All Stretton
the current longest-standing active members, Beryl Lewis,
Village Hall Committee Room.
alongside Joyce Kinread, Judy Webb, Albert Neil, and
No charge. Refreshments included.
Helen Townend
Howard Franklin. Nor is the group without its local-boys-
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Play Reading for Fun

T

Dear Editor . . . continued Welcome to our new shop!
e are delighted to see
from previous page
the site on the corner of
hinder progress. This organisation has been in existence in
this area for 45 years, longer perhaps than many residents
have lived here.
I believe that Paul and Sarah-Jayne Blackwell are
wonderful rôle models who work exceptionally hard and
enthusiastically to encourage our children to develop in
skill, but also in self-confidence. I feel incredibly proud that
we have the benefit of SSDD Church Stretton and proud
of the achievements of so many of our youngsters. We as a
community should encourage people like the Blackwells who
enrich the lives of our young people. Could we ask SSDD
to contribute student news to Focus on a regular basis so that
residents can share in this pride?
Madeleine Edwards
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W

Central Avenue is now
occupied by Appleby & Shaw,
a shop specialising in quality
clothing for women and children.
The stock is stylish and very
different, and we hope very much
that the shop will be a success,
perhaps even attracting buyers
from other areas of the county.
Even the window display is
artistic, and provides a charming
introduction to the town for
visitors arriving from the A49.

Photo: Nigel Strachan
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Church Stretton Arts Festival 2009

I

speeds unimaginable on his violin
Another theme we always try to
incorporate in the Festival is ‘Local’.
Apart from the jazz group all our
Coffee Concerts and Organ Recitals were performed by
local people including Susie Allan, our nationally famed
pianist, whom we were very honoured to have playing at
St Laurence’s. Catherine Benson and Barrie Mackay, old
friends and locals, gave us a gem of a performance with
Victorian Echoes. “Thomas Telford in Shropshire” was
not only a local topic but was also presented so clearly and
enthusiastically by local Richard Bifield who also led a coach
tour of relevant sites.
The Art Exhibition was opened by Mary White, former
curator of Rowley Museum, who spoke eloquently about
the role of artists and crafts people in society. The exhibition
had in it as many offerings as ever of an immensely high
standard.
In fact
the whole
Festival
was at this
standard,
talking of
which, it is
necessary
to include
“Bold as
Brass” and
Patricia
Hartshorne,
the
amazingly
gifted and
Victorian Echoes
versatile
actress of
‘Alternative Medicine’. Of course, Shooshoobaby was the
smoothest, most exciting and slickest cabaret show one could
imagine.
Can we ever hope to achieve such an exciting Festival
programme again, at such a high standard with such record
support from you the audiences? Yes. We hope so…next year!
George Roby and Roger Stokes

Church Stretton School News

A
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University for a day where they attended various workshops
including forensic science and psychology.
The Year 8 cricket team were crowned South Shropshire
champions, whilst various other sporting successes were
enjoyed by other Years in athletics, rugby and hockey. Tom
Everett was chosen to represent Great Britain in biathlon at
the European Championships in Italy.
Year 7 also enjoyed a trip to Northern France, visiting a
bee museum and World War 2 bunker whilst there. A visit
to Ludlow and Stokesay Castle proved very popular where
students carried out a number of set tasks and listened to
facts and figures about both places.
The PFA raised over £1,000 from a fashion show, whilst
a cheque for over £3,000 was handed to the Lords’ Taverners
charity in memory of Naim Anwar and Zeeshan Ahmed –
the money was raised through a sponsored walk last year.

StRETTON FOCUS

s students and teachers prepare to return to school in
September we take a moment to look back over
the Summer term. A new Headteacher, Steve Lunt,
arrived at Easter and is already enjoying his role, having been
warmly welcomed by parents, teachers and students.
Year 11 students have taken their exams and will have
received their results by the time you read this. Some will have
started apprenticeships whilst others will be starting at Ludlow
and Shrewsbury sixth form colleges. We wish them all well.
Geography students in Year 10 visited Snowdonia where
they studied glacial landforms and conducted research in
Betws-y-Coed. Students from this year also went on Work
Experience, many in and around Church Stretton.
Year 9 took part in the school’s annual French Exchange
programme with students from Doue-la-Fontaine in the
Loire Valley. In June 45 students went to Aberystwyth
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n spite of the recession, this year has broken all records.
So our first, very satisfying, task is to say a huge thank
you to everybody who contributed to this year’s success.
This includes the
businesses and
individuals who
give us financial
and other support,
everybody who
displayed our
banners and
display boards,
all the volunteers
who distributed
our programmes
and posters and,
above all, you, the
audiences, who
supported us so
wonderfully. Three
events were, in
fact, completely
sold out, the recital
by the delightful
A Babar Fan
Emma Johnson, the
Four Girls Four Harps, a lovely evening, and the rip-roaring
finale with Kenny Ball, all the other events being very well
supported.
This year we wanted particularly to involve children,
our future audiences we hope. We had a lot of quite young
children at the Barbar Elephant Coffee Concert and a few at
the wonderfully narrated Indian stories and music, a lot at
the Mowgli Jungle Book drama, all of which where strongly
infiltrated by adults who thoroughly enjoyed each of the
events at their level too.
We had quite a few young performers as well. The
Farrington Ensemble is clearly destined for fame in the
future, the “Four Girls” and “Mowgli” performers were all
young people while our local young jazz group, the Laura
Collins trio produced some wonderful Ella Fitzgerald
type music at a Coffee Concert. Our truly virtuoso young
performer medal has to go to Jaroslaw Nadrzycki, winner of
the Haverhill Music Competition, who performed magic at
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T

his year sees the 20th year of operation of ‘Stretton
Traidcraft’. It started in 1989 with two volunteers
and a start-up loan of £500 which subsequently was
turned into a donation. Remarkably, it achieved sales of
nearly £2,500 in its very first year. It has since grown and
the two volunteers have grown to 14. Over the 20 years
of Stretton Traidcraft’s operation total sales have exceeded
£106,000 – no mean achievement in a small town! Grateful
thanks to the people of the Strettons who have supported
us over the years! When we started ‘fair trade’ was virtually
unknown – since then fair trade products have entered the
main stream in supermarkets including the Co-op in our
town as well as other shops. We certainly do not object to
the competition for one of our main objectives is to promote
fair trade generally.
In addition to sales of products, over the 20 year
period we have been able to make donations of £5,700
to charities, mostly to ‘Traidcraft Exchange’, the charity
sister organisation to the plc. We were able to do this as we
receive a discount on our purchases from Traidcraft plc.
The discount is to cover our costs such as stall rentals, food
which goes out-of-date, breakages, price reductions on
slow-moving items, etc – it is also a necessary back-up as we
have sometimes made a small trading loss, albeit in only four
years out of 20.
In addition to the weekly stall at Mayfair selling foods,
crafts and paper goods, Stretton Traidcraft sells through the
churches, coffee mornings, and one-off events, such as the
SummerFest.
This year also has also seen the 30th year of operation
of Traidcraft plc. From 1979 its primary objective has not
changed – to help the poorest people in the developing
world work their way out of poverty by providing a market
for their products. Traidcraft was founded as a Christian
response to the scandal of world poverty and it started with
craftspeople in a handful of villages, but it has now grown
to deal with over 100 producer groups in 30 different
countries. The impact on these communities, usually
co-operatives, has been to provide the basics – medical
services, schools, start-up loans, clean water supplies,
sanitation, training in marketing, etc. We are thankful that
the Strettons have been able to support such activities.
Don Clow

Church Stretton and District
Flower Club

C

hurch Stretton and District Flower Club joined in
the nationwide celebration of the golden anniversary
of the National Association of Flower Arranging
Societies (NAFAS). The club was invited to use the library
display area for flower arrangements and the library

provided complementary reading material. Lynn Ross, Club
Chairman, said the Club was delighted to take part in the
celebrations and attributed its success to being willing to
respond to a call for more contemporary designs to suit the
modern home while retaining the basics of traditional flower
arranging.
Anyone with an interest in flowers would be welcome to
come and see what we get up to. We meet on the fourth
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in All Stretton Village Hall.
For further details contact Lynn Ross, 01694 723083

Leebotwood Village Hall
Yoga Group

Children at Agrocel, Gujarat State, India. Traidcraft has
worked with Agrocel in developing fair trade cotton.
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Leebotwood Village Hall Yoga Group will be
recommencing on Thursday 10th September, 11.00am –
12.30pm.New members are welcome. Practice includes
relaxation, asanas, pranayama, meditation and some
chanting.
For further details telephone Andrea Ford 01694 724317.
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Occasional Advertisements
Home Improvements and Repairs
25 years experience
Conservatories, windows/doors,fascias
and guttering, flooring, tiling, fe ncing,
slabbing, decorating
Sensible prices, sound advice
Friendly and reliable; service
No job too small

Call Brian Longville 07854 058 222

PLUMBING & BATHROOMS

Call PETER FLOYD
07885 585849 mobile
PLUMBING

01694 724779 home

Run by the Richardson family from Church Stretton
We offer a reliable and friendly service that includes:
• All Plumbing and Heating tasks (including emergency)
• Bathroom reﬁts a speciality
• Oil Boiler Servicing and Repair
• Painting
• Plastering and Tiling
• Solid Fuel Installation
We liaise with you to arrange guaranteed work
dates whatever the nature of the work.
To organise a free estimate please call Vanessa
on 01743 891530. Alternatively please e-mail
homeﬁxplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Electrical Contractors
We carry out all Electrical
work, from a new socket or
light to complete rewires.
All work carried out by a qualiﬁed Electrician and
guaranteed for 6 years.
Free quotes.
Free safety inspections.
10% discount for OAPs

Tel: 01588 672093 or mobile 07956 563430

TBC PLUMBING & HEATING
For all boiler installation and
servicing requirements
Simon Brown - Building Design

Plans drawn for all aspects of building. New houses,
extensions, alterations. Planning and Building Reg’s
approval.
4 Burnside Close, Craven Arms, SY7 9QW
01588 672166 07973 919554 srbjcs@btinternet.com

Efficient, friendly service from a
Gas Safe Engineer
Tel: 01952 728700 or
07817 429666

Doreen Hall MA Counselling
I am a Mature and Experienced
Counsellor and Supervisor
Ring 01694 751288
to book an initial meeting

Set Up for View

Help is at hand for General Maintenance,
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Tiling and Plumbing.
And smaller jobs too.
Contact Ivan Kelsall
Home: 01694 771659 Mob: 07779 051180

Tel: 01694 723862 Mob: 07946 323819
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FOYLE’S
Painters and Decorators

Interior, Exterior, Wallpapering
Period Renovation
Free No Obligation Quotations
Tel: 07528 960426
Email: foylesdecorators@yahoo.co.uk

StRETTON FOCUS

TV and Audio Installation Services
Home Tuition also Available
www.setupforview.co.uk
Tel: 07595 931314
setupforview@aol.com

KELSALL SERVICES

SEpTEmbER 2009

DAVE TIPTON
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
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Flicks in the Sticks
Church Stretton

T

he Autumn season of Flicks in the Sticks will start
on Monday 7th September in the Church Stretton
School Hall, and then on the first Monday of each
month. Remedial work on the Hall’s sound system has been
carried out during the summer break and should increase
the enjoyment of all Flicks-goers. Start time as usual is at
7.30pm with tickets at £3.50 & £1.50. Refreshments will be
available during the interval. The programme is as follows:
7th September THE YOUNG VICTORIA
(Cert PG, 104mins)
The film focuses on the first, often turbulent, years
of the monarch’s rule - she became queen at 18 - and
her legendary romance and marriage to Prince Albert.
Devastated by her husband’s death in 1861, she wore
black for the rest of her life and remained largely secluded.
Produced by Martin Scorsese, Graham King and the real
Duchess of York, Sarah Ferguson.
5th October   LAST CHANCE HARVEY
(Cert 12A, 93 mins)
New Yorker Harvey Shine is on the verge of losing
his dead-end job as a jingle writer. Going to London to
attend his daughter’s wedding he promises to be back on
Monday morning to make an important meeting. After
the wedding arrangements go awry, he misses his plane and
when he calls his boss to explain, he is fired on the spot.
Drowning his sorrows at the airport bar, Harvey meets
Kate, a slightly prickly, 40-something statistician whose life
is limited to work, the occasional humiliating blind date
and endless phone calls from her smothering mother. The
growing connection between the pair inspires both as they
unexpectedly transform one another’s lives. The drama

stars Dustin Hoffman, Emma
Thompson, Kathy Baker and
James Brolin.
2nd November  THE READER
(Cert 15, 123 mins)
Set in post war Germany.
Michael Berg is 15 when he
begins a long, obsessive affair
with Hanna (Kate Winslet), an
enigmatic older woman. He never learns very much about
her, and when she disappears one day, he expects never to
see her again. But to his horror he discovers that she is a
defendant in a Nazi war crimes trial and it soon becomes
clear that she is guilty of an unspeakable crime. German
actor David Kross plays the young Michael, and Ralph
Fiennes plays Michael as an older man.
7th December     THE BOAT THAT ROCKED
(Cert 15, 135 mins)
Richard Curtis brings audiences his most personal
comedy to date. Writing and directing the story of a band
of rogue deejays who captivated British radio listeners
in the ‘60s, playing the music that defined a generation
and standing up to a government that, incomprehensibly,
preferred jazz, Curtis welcomes us aboard ‘THE BOAT
THAT ROCKED’. Leading the cast of the new film are
Philip Seymour Hoffman as Radio Rock’s infamous deejay
The Count; Bill Nighy as the station’s owner (and ship’s
captain), Quentin; Rhys Ifans as mystic deejay royalty
Gavin; Nick Frost as the amorous, sarcastic disc jockey Dave;
and Kenneth Branagh as the man out to shut down Radio
Rock, Minister Dormandy.
We look forward to seeing you!

StrettonDale Local Joint Committee

StRETTON FOCUS
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Martin Withington, Shropshire Council’s Head of
Transportation, explained the rationale behind the initiative
and listened carefully to the wide range of views expressed
before suggesting a postponement and a review of the
proposed one way system trial with the Town Council and
other stakeholders.
Calmer waters were encountered for the formal
agreement to set aside £5,000 of the LJC’s £22,000
budget for a ‘Community Chest’ which would allocate
small grants of up to £500 for community projects within
the LJC area. Application forms and guidance notes are
available from Peter Dunhill, Community Regeneration
Officer, 01746 713230 or peter.dunhill@shropshire.gov.
uk. There is an indicative initial deadline for the first
round of applications of 17th August but there will be
other rounds.
The next StrettonDale LJC meeting is on Tuesday 29th
September at 7.00 pm in Rushbury Village Hall.
One topic is likely to concern flooding, drainage and
sewage and hopefully a representative of Severn Trent will
be present. More details about the LJC can be found on
Shropshire Council’s website www.shropshire.gov and
following the links to Local Joint Committees.
StrettonDale is LJC 20.

September 2009

T

he new Local Joint Committee serving Church
Stretton, Rushbury and Eaton under Heywood and
Hope Bowdler attracted a large attendance at its first
meeting in July, chaired by Shropshire Councillor James
Gibson.
A presentation by Ian Binks of BT covered ways in
which internet users could optimise their reception and
broadband speed but stopped short of any commitment to
invest in improved infrastructure in the foreseeable future.
However it was in the ‘matters of community interest’
section that the value and purpose of the LJC was really
explored. A proposal to try out an experimental one way
system as part of an initiative to make Church Stretton more
pedestrian friendly had been made by Shropshire Council
and approved, although not unanimously.
There were a significant number of objections, notably
from High Street traders, to the proposed south to north
direction of traffic flow. The objectors felt that visitors to the
town should be directed through the main shopping areas
before finding the car park so that they had an idea of what
was on offer. They also felt that August was not a good time to
be conducting such a trial. Many stressed that they were not
opposed to the concept of making life easier for pedestrians or
the idea of a one way system – it was just the direction.
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Quaker Voice
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ecently two things caught my attention: the
first was an item on a change of regulation
on standardisation of fruit and vegetables.
This got me thinking about society’s general obsession with
all things perfect. Why do we need to have perfectly shaped
and blemish-free fruit and vegetables, all the same size with
not a speck of dirt on them? Fortunately the EU restrictions
are now being eased and knobbly veg will soon be in our
supermarkets and hopefully not just at Halloween. This lessthan-perfect produce tastes just as sweet (sometimes better)
and are just as nutritious so is this desire for beautiful food an
indication of a deeper malaise in our lives?
The second thing that popped up was a book
programme on the radio, including an interview with Karen
Armstrong and her new book: ‘The Case for God: What
Religion Really Means’. She was discussing ‘Logos’ (Gk =
reason) and ‘Mythos’ (understanding) in connection with
religious texts. Her view was that logos, where individuals
read the text in an attempt to “know’” the truth and “get
everything right” can fall into the trap of “I am right,”
and therefore others are wrong. Her view was that ‘mythos’
was about learning something deeper from the scriptures –
whatever the faith tradition – and seeing the teachings as a
call to action and compassion, of letting go of Self or ego
and putting “the other” in the centre. This is very different
from wanting to be right from a standpoint of “knowledge”.
Going back to our desire for the perfect, vegetable or
otherwise, here is a quote from ‘The Zohar’ iii 152:
“….Now the narratives of the Torah are its garments. He
who thinks that these garments are the Torah itself deserves to
perish and have no share in the world to come. Woe unto the
fools who look no further when they see an elegant robe! More
valuable even than that is the soul which animates the body.
Fools see only the garment of the Torah, the more intelligent
see the body, the wise see the soul, its proper being….” As
quoted by Louis Ginsberg in ‘On Jewish Law and Lore’.
Let us hope we can all be happy in our skin whatever
shape and size.
Sandra Southee

United Nations Association, United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) and UNA Trust.
After several wet days the collection was favoured with
dry weather. The proceeds from the sixteen collecting tins
was £483.53 and after donations a total of £664.03 was
received. Thanks to all contributors and helpers, and to the
Co-op Store for the use of its entrance porch.
Ward Davies.
Save the Children
A big thank you to all of you who gave so generously at
our street collection on 20th June. We raised £200 this year.
Thank you also to those who gave their time to stand and
collect. At least this year the weather was kind.
E A Wainwright
Cancer Research UK
‘The MacIntyres’ would like to thank all those who helped,
supported and donated towards the Coffee Morning held on
27th July at 20 Hazler Orchard for Cancer Research UK. A
magnificent £608.54 was raised for this most worthy cause.
Barbara and Charlie MacIntyre
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Reg’s Ramblings
Too Clever for our Own good?

M

any Focus readers, particularly of the older
generation, will doubtless recognise the title of
this piece as the derivative of a phrase used in
the singular tense of ‘He is too clever for his own good’,
to describe the occasional ‘Smart Alec’ or ‘chancer’ in our
society.
However, the generalised description in the title has
acquired a new relevance in my mind, in the light of the vast
technological advances which have occurred during, and
since, the last third of the 20th Century.
This is linked to the fact that there has also been a
significant increase in juvenile delinquency and anti-social
behaviour during that same period and I believe that there
may be a tenuous link between those two sets of facts, based
on a quaint observation which came to my notice during the
final decade of the aforesaid 20th Century.
Whilst I have no real clue as to who made this
observation it was, quite simply, ‘with any new invention,
the Devil gets his hands on it whilst the angels are still
making up their minds’.
I feel sure that many readers will also be intrigued by
this observation and agree that it offers the opportunity for
interesting debate, which I hope to pursue in subsequent
editions of our excellent community magazine.
Reg Heiron

College courses at Stretton School

C

hurch Stretton School will again be the venue for
several part-time evening courses in the autumn and
winter. Taught by Shrewsbury College, they will
include languages, computing and gardening.
A 10-week course to introduce computing will run
twice, beginning on 23rd September and again on 13th
January 2010. Also running twice is ‘Learning to Play the
Flute’, which begins on 30th September and 13th January
and also runs for 10 weeks.
Two language courses for beginners, French and Spanish,
both begin on 29th September and each runs for 20 weeks.
For further details, to enrol on any of these courses or to
find out about the dozens of other evening classes offered by
Shrewsbury College, call the college advice centre on 01743
342333.

Trivia Corner No 70 by Ken Willis
1. What is the title of the second part of the Lord of the
Rings trilogy?
2. Whose best friend in the movies was a boy called
Elliot?
3. In which city is the Crucible Theatre snooker venue?
4. How is a golf course marked on an Ordinance Survey
Map?
5. Name the floorwalker in the sitcom ‘Are you being
served?’
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Stretton Cancer Care

9th Nov - Mr David Baxter-Smith, Consultant Surgeon,
talk on Recent Advances in Prostate Cancer Care.
Caring for people in the Strettons and
5th Dec - Christmas Bazaar 10.00am -12noon at Silvester
South Shropshire who have cancer
Horne Institute.
and their relatives and friends
10th Dec - Christmas Lunch 12.30pm at the Plough at
Wall (provisional) (P)
September Meeting
‘Enhancing the Healing Environment at the End of Life’ (Meetings start at 2.30pm at Mayfair unless otherwise stated)
Relay for Life - Shropshire
is a national programme for improving palliative care in the
The Cancer Research UK Relay for Life in Shropshire
community. It started in London but is now encouraging
is taking place on 12th September at Shrewsbury athletics
innovation nationally. The first community hospital in the
track, London Road, Shrewsbury. At 12 noon, to start
country to be involved is Stone House Hospital at Bishop’s
the main event, the organisers want to welcome cancer
Castle. It is also the first hospital participating which has
survivors as Guests of Honour. The progress and success
a GP involved with the programme. The leaders of the
of research is the reason why communities raise money
programme at Stone House, Dr Adrian Penney and Sister
for Cancer Research UK and the beneficiaries of research
Sandra Bradbury, will tell us what it is they are doing. They
are the patients. The Guests of Honour will be invited
have Department of Health and Primary Care Trust funding
of £40,000 and it will be interesting to hear how the budget is to start the Relay by walking the first lap, followed by a
being used to meet the programme priorities of close working welcome reception. Survivors who want to take part in the
full Relay are welcome to do so. In previous years the event
between the NHS, patients, families and the community.
has been held in Telford but this year the organisers have
Future Events
wanted to give it a stronger Shropshire identity, hence the
(P indicates members private meeting)
14th Sept - Dr Adrian Penney and Sister Sandra Bradbury, move to Shrewsbury.
If you would like to attend (or if you want to know
talk about Stone House Hospital, Bishop’s Castle.
12th Oct - Sister Karen George, talk on the Role of Nurses more) please contact Sarah Leese on 07896 654013 or at
relayforlifeshropshire@yahoo.co.uk
– past, present and future.
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Belly Dancing at Mayfair

W

S

aturday 26th September 7.30pm at Church
Stretton Methodist Church, a concert by Jig Saw
– the first performance in Church Stretton by this
Shrewsbury Based Choir.
Tickets £5.00, children under 16 free, from John
Thomas and Burway Books. In aid of The Ark (drop in
centre for the homeless) and church funds. For further
info. phone Ann Cooke, Tel: 01694 723205.
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July 2009
£100 221
£50 118
£20 345
£10 22

Trivia Answers
1. The Two Towers
2. ET
3. Sheffield
4. A blue flag
5. Captain Peacock
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Concert by Jig Saw

matter, you can start at any time. You can go into Mayfair
to pay or pay on the night.
What could put people off is the thought that they
might be made to feel uncomfortable because they think
they are the wrong size or shape or not natural-born
dancers. I have been going to the classes for more than a
year now and I can say categorically that no-one has ever
been made to feel out-of-place. Jude never, ever, criticises
us, however many times some of us fail to get it right. So
come on, why not join us? It’s fun and good exercise, both
physical and mental.
Christine Richardson

September 2009

e are looking for some new ladies to join our belly
dancing class on Tuesday evenings (7.30pm-8.30pm)
at Mayfair. Belly dancing is a good way of improving
your fitness and having fun at the same time. We are a friendly
group of all ages, sizes, shapes and abilities. Belly dancing is not
remotely connected with lap dancing, pole dancing or anything
you might have seen on TV. Our teacher, Jude, teaches Egyptian
belly dancing in classes across Shropshire. What happens at a
class is that we start off in a circle with a proper fitness warm-up
session. Then, still in a circle, we practise steps and technique,
copying Jude as best we can. Then Jude teaches us a dance, which
she does with her back to us, and again, we follow as best we can.
Finally we have a quick cool-down session, again in a circle.
Some of the group give demonstrations, but there is no
pressure to do so and I never have. There is no necessity to
wear anything in particular. You can wear a skirt, trousers,
jeans, just come as you are. You can do it in bare feet, just
wear socks or whatever you like on your feet. You can pay as
you go (£5.75 per session) or pay for a term which is cheaper
and works out at £4.20 per class. Anyone interested can
come along for a taster session for £4.20. Classes start again
on 15th September. If you can’t make the first one, it doesn’t
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URC Voice
‘Delighting In God’

T

hat’s the title of a book I’ve been
reading by Melvyn Matthews, and I
found it to be a real eye-opener. The very phrase itself
can put a smile on your face and get you moving in the right
direction.
Delight is not the first word that comes to mind when
most people think about God. It’s more likely to stir up
negative thoughts like sin, guilt and fear.
The author of the book claims that “the recovery
of delight is the most urgent task of humankind in this
generation”. And he tells us that the way to this recovery is a
return to the belief in Original Goodness.
We’ve all heard of original sin. The church in its wisdom,
has made that the corner stone of its message to the world. If
you happen to be a notorious sinner, that message can strike
home, and many have been wonderfully saved by responding
to it. But the church can also become over-fixated on sin and
salvation. It then becomes just an agent for booking a place
in heaven. The world is then regarded as a dangerous place.
It becomes a place to escape from, and this doesn’t leave
much time or inclination to be delighting in the wider range
of God’s creative activities.
In the Biblical tradition there is something more original
than sin; and that is Original Goodness. The Genesis
creation story tells us that when God saw everything that
had been made, including humans, He declared it to be
“very good”. That’s God delighting in everything He’s made.
And God’s intention is for humans to share in his own
delight in the created universe. To “taste and see” the radiant
wonders of the natural world.
The recovery of this vision of original goodness, and the
delight it engenders, is another way of coming to know God
and being made whole. If people become aware of God’s
delight in them, that original goodness can be reactivated
and spring to life like a new birth.
Perhaps, if the church appealed to that original goodness
in people, it would reach those who don’t see themselves as
notorious sinners, but have not yet found a way to God.
‘Delighting in God’: delighting in the created universe,
delighting in yourself and delighting in others.
Sounds like Good News to me.
Donald Horsfield
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Crab-Stuffed Baked Potatoes

This potato dish is a meal in itself. It serves 4.
Ingredients:
4 large baking potatoes
115g butter
½ cup pouring cream
1 bunch spring onions, chopped
¾ cup (85g) shredded cheddar cheese
2 x 6oz(170g) cans crabmeat, drained and flaked
2 tbsp (20g) fresh minced parsley
Method:
Preheat oven to 190°C (375F). Bake the potatoes for l hour or
until they are well done.
Halve each potato lengthwise and scoop out the flesh, but leave
the skins intact. Mash the potato flesh with butter in a large
bowl, add the spring onions and the cream, ¾ tsp salt and ½
tsp pepper. Stir in the crabmeat.
Fill the potato skins with the mixture and sprinkle with the
cheese. Bake at 175°C (350°F) for 20 - 25 minutes.
To serve, sprinkle some fresh parsley over the cheese.
Her Ladyship’
A different taste! Enjoy. ‘
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Engaging Issues

E

ngaging Issues is a group that meets throughout
the autumn and winter months to discuss issues of
Christian faith and ethics in the context of everyday
life, the challenges of the modern world and religious
pluralism. It is open to people of all denominations and
none. The full programme for this year was set out in the
August edition of Focus.
You might like to note some of the highlights:
The first meeting on Tuesday 22nd September, which
will be addressed by Brian Davies, a former Educational
Officer for CAFOD. He will speak about Catholic Social
Teaching, which deserves to be better understood as the
world seeks new wisdom in handling the current economic
crisis. Here is an opportunity to explore the teachings of
our different religious traditions in a spirit of friendship
and mutual respect.
The Annual Lecture on Tuesday 3rd November,
which will be addressed by the Rt Revd Richard Harries
(Lord Harries of Pentregarth), former Bishop of Oxford
and a well-known contributor to ‘Thought for the Day’.
Lord Harries has a wide-ranging interest in current
ethical issues, including ethical investment, war and
peace and embryo research (he chaired the House of
Lords’ Fertilisation and Embryology Committee). He
will speak on current issues of war and peace. Last year’s
Annual Lecture (by John Polkinghorne) was a sell-out, so
book now! Tickets cost £4 and are available from Glenys
Young, 724647.
On 17th November Professor Terence Copley of
Oxford University will introduce a discussion on the hotly
debated issue of ‘The nature and purpose of Religious
Education in a changing society’. Whether your interest is
in Church Schools, young people’s knowledge of the Bible,
or religious education in a multi-faith society, this is a
meeting you should not miss.
The meeting on January 12th 2010 will pick up the
current commemorations of Charles Darwin, and the
controversies over Creation and Evolution. Who better
to lead it than Andrew Allot, who is Head of Biology at
Shrewsbury School, where Charles Darwin was a pupil?

South Shropshire Inter Faith Forum

A

visit has been arranged with Wolverhampton
Inter faith to visit three places of worship and to
meet members of the various communities for
conversation, learning and understanding. The coach will
be picking up at 9.15am in Church Stretton (Methodist
Church) and 9.30am in Craven Arms (outside Tuffins).
We shall be visiting a Hindu Temple, a Sikh
Gurdwara and a Muslim Mosque. Everyone will need to
bring a hat or other head covering with them; women
should wear long skirts or trousers and long sleeves, and
men should wear trousers (no shorts).
Lunch will be served to us at the Sikh Gurdwara, and
we should be back home at about 5.30pm.
9.15 am. Pick up at Methodist Church, Church Stretton
10.30 am. Arrival at Shri Krishna Hindu Temple
12.00 pm. Arrive at Guru Nanak Sikh Temple - stop to
include lunch
2.00 pm. Arrive at Madina Masjid UKIM Mosque
4.00pm. Depart from mosque back to Craven Arms and
Church Stretton approx. 5.00 and 5.20 pm.
Cost including lunch will be £10, due on the coach.
Further details and booking: Noel Beattie
noelandsuzanne@dsl.pipoex.com
01694.725530
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